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Tus COMM TTEE when were appplnted: to con- 
ider of the preſent State of the Laws relative to the 


Dis rilIxRY of SpinITS, and of the Duties payable 
thereon, in that Part of Great Britain called Scor- 
 LanD, and to report the ſame, together with their 


Opinion thereupon, from Time to Time to the 


Houſe ; have conſidered the Matters to them re- 


ferred, and report as follows :- : 


OUR Committee, on entering 7 4 Taſk which the Com« 
mands of the Houſe have preſcribed, have conceived that the Inten- 
tion of their Appointment was, in a great Degree, that they ſhould follow 


up the Enquiry and Inveſtigation which had been proceeded in to a con- 


diderable Extent during the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; and the Reſult 
Whereof, as far as it had gone, together with the Documents and Mi- 
nutes of the Evidence then produced, was communicated to the Houſe 


by the Committee to whom that Truſt had been delegated, in their 


Report e the 11th Day of June 1798, 


Under this Impreſſion, Your Na have thought that they wa T 


not adopt a more convenient Plan towards accompliſhing the Purpoſe of 
their Appointment, than to endeavour to conduct their Proceedings in 


ſuch a Manner as to render them, as it were, ſupplementary to thoſe of 
the former Committee, bearing in Mind this Difference, in regard to the 


Puty required of them, that the Order of Reference to Your preſent 
| Committee directs that they ſhall report bbeir Opinion to the Houſe. 


A literal Compliance with theſe Words of the Order, which may 
deem to enjoin them to report from Time to Time, they perſuade them- 


ſelves 
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- REPORT ON | 
ö ſelves was not fo — expected as got to leave them the e diſcretionary 


ircumſtances they have deemed it it right to ex- 
erciſe, = reſerving al they think it neceſſary for them to ſubmit to the 


= _ Houle, to the Concluſion of their 9 and to include the Whole 
=: „ cheir * geiffal Report. * | of 


Much of the Time of = Committee, which at laſt Vear, was em- 
ployed in hearing, the ora Teftimony of a conſiderable Number of Per- 
ſons, whoſe Evidence was either tendered by Parties intereſted in the 


it ; Matters referred to chem or x 15 2 were ent for by the Committee them - 
ſelves, as being Men likely to furhiſh them with uſeful Information. : 


P 


=_ The preſent, Committee, having Referehca 0 the NMateriab 5 col- 
jecked, thought it adviſcable, m the farther- Proſecution. of the Subject, 
chiefly to fl ne chemfelocs to the calling for written Returns and Do- 
e e e directed that the Perſons from whom they had Rea- 
ſon to expect the Communication of additional Know applicable 
bets 
Ante info ef rey it before them in that Shape. The Tenor of 


1 will . found to conſiſt, for the Blk 1 of Returns 8980 the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland; of Repreſentations from Individuals, 
or public Meetings of Perſons in the Trade; and of general, Evidence and 
Diſquiſitions on the Art and Science of Diſtilery ry, and the Method of 


e TH CINE | to the Nature of that Art as e in Scbt⸗ 
Mans 1 | | 


1:7 
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61 itt 


10 e che el goclog that' many of b the Opinions 
*FHtared, in various material Reſpects, againſt thoſe previouſly advanced by 


of the laſt and this preſent Year, and thinking it therefore incumbent 


nder thoſe Reports and Returns, a Paper of Obſervations, which has, in 
* conſequence of an Order to that Effect, been prepared and given in to 
the Co mmittee by tho 
Chlleckion. : 


139087 77 
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1 15 7 8 - * 2 { 
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that Paper to Your Committee, as well as of others which had been called 
ſor, till a very. few n ago; and until hey had been received, Your Com- 
mittee 


111 


( 2th Jouy 


« 3 | 
A Variety of Circumſtinces have drcnrred bo prevent the Preſentation of - 


. 


of their Enquiry, ſhould alſo reduce 'what they had to 


uh statements Jaid' before them in the Courſe of their Proceedings mi- 
the Exciſe Board and their Officers, in their ſeveral Reports and Returns 


upon them to call on the Commiſſioner, and the legal and practical Of- 
ficer of that Board, whom they had directed to 1 them, to re- con- 


ſe A PURnn,, forms the laſt. Article in Kg 
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mittee were unwilling finally to ſettle their Reſolutions, or les and f : 
"_- the Mane from, which they were to ve deduced. | ; „ 


8 8 bg 4 
4 2 5 | 1 * 4 ; 


Thus, if bey rd: felt it their Dur Oy tices Time bare e 
oh to prepare a full, exact, and methodical Analyfis of all the Infor- 
mation which has been obtained, the Suggeſtions which have been ſub- 
. mitted, and the Arguments which have been ſtated by others, or have 
occurred to them ſelves, they would have been precluded by the adyanced 

Period of the Seſſion from making any ſucceſsful Attempt to comply with 
the Dictates of ſuch a Senſe of Duty ; but they will preſume to add, that 
had they not been ſo hampered in point of Time, they would probably 
have thought it not only more reſpectful to the Houſe, but more expe- 
dient and uſeful, to refer, as they now beg Leave to do, for much of what 
they have to communicate, | to * before e Materials, as con- 
en in their 0 eee 


A ds Abſtract of the chief N of the Scotch 6 Dilley fs and 
1 of what has appeared to them moſt important in the Evidence and 
Arguments on the great and leading Topics of tlie Subject, with their 
Thoughts thereupon, is contained in the enſuing Pages, as introductory 
to, and comprehending the Grounds and Reaſons of the Opinion which 
they have been directed to "Opt n Nun is ex e in their diffe- 


rent Nane | OY 7 


Nb 


IN a W View, the Statutes (for view? is of courſe no ; Commis - 
Law peculiarly belonging to this Subject) which relate to the Diſtilleries in 
Scotland, and many of which extend alſo to thoſe of England, form Part of 


' the Code which has been progreſſively enacted tor. Gin ml col 
lecting the Duties or Revenue of Exciſe, - . 


'* 24 1 EF + is SO, 5 


* a; 


| The ultimate Intent of thoſe Diſtillery Lon mlt be ako to . the 
impoſing and levying whatever Amount of Duty the Bxigencies of the 
Country may require to be aſſeſſed upon that Manufattory, and this in 
fuch a Manner as that all Perſons. engaging in it ſhall pay equally ac- 
cording to the Extent of their Buſineſs ; that it ſhall. be levied with the 
leaſt practicable Expence to the Public, and to. the Trader or Conſumer ; 
and that, particularly, it ſhall not be laid on, or raiſed, in any Mode, whoſe 
neceſſary or natural Tendency ſhall be to occaſion, immediately, the Pro- 
duction of an imperfect and unwholeſome Liquor, or a fruitleſs ot injudi- 
cious Waſte, either of the Materials from which it is made, or of the Ar- 
ticles, ſuch as Fuel, &c. and the Labour, Machinery, or Apparatus con- 
ſumed or employed in making it; or, by its Conſequences, to prove detri- 


mental to che A griculture, "4 or JOS; Intergſts and Fare of the 
— Country ts N 


pe - g & r fo * 
y 4 „ ˙ů oo Fa 


5 Connefled 


A RE 1798, As 
pendix pa. 25— 


5 . XE PORT Oo X (lb 


riod is not 7 e indeed an Inſtance has Seren a very few 


£ 8 3 . flowing, from this general Pro poſition, there ſeem 
to reſult certain other Obſervations, which may be conſidered as pecu- 
liarly belonging to this particular Subject of Taxation, or at leaſt as not 


applicable to the Generality. of other 8 e on which a nde 


| F Exciſe may be impoſed. 


The i intoxicating and miſchievous Quality of fe when = to ex- 


" would render ſuch an Amount of Duty, as might tend to reſtrain 


the Conſumption within proper Bounds, an Object in the Regulations of 

general Police, as much at leaſt as it is a Conſideration of Finance. In- 
deed there are many who think that, in this point of View, a total Sup- 
preſſion of the Manufactory would be deſirable. Vour Committee do 
not feel themſelyes competent, and will not attempt to engage in the 
' Diſp ute how far even the moderate Uſe of Spirits is, or is not, leſs con- 


Gat with Heath and Morality than a like moderate Uſe of the different 


| Sorts of Liquors prepared by the Brewer, and commonly called Malt 


Liquors ; ; but however that may be, from the ſmaller Bulk, and, in pro- 
hortion to the Effect, the lower Price of diſtilled Spirits, it ſeems. hardly 
to admit of a Doubt, that there is greater Facility, and more Tem 
tion 'to 7, to a 51 Exceſs, in the one Sort of Li iquor than 
in the other. Prohibition of this Manufactory for a limited Pe- 


Vears ago, where the Legiſlature i in its Wiſdom thought fat to adopt it , 


and there was conſiderable Evidence before the Committee of laſt 


Year to ſupport the TO 18 thoſe WY would wiſh that it could be 
rendered permanent. 


: 0 Ll ds. * ; ? 1 Ny 


This Cents, as at N advited;; are e certainly not rare to give 
nel Sanction, even in the Abſtract, to ſuch an Opinion; neither is it 


neceſſury to conſume the Time of the Houfe with any Detail of the 


Arguments either for or againſt it; For, 


In the Firſt Place—The Nature of the Thing, the Maldplicky 


Homes of what has taken place i in Scotland in regard to the eee 


Manufactories at Home, and the illicit Introduction from Abroad of diſ- 
tilled Spirits, in Defiance of the ſtricteſt legiſlative Prohibitions, and of 
whatever Exertions may have been uſed both by the Revenue Officers 
and the Magiſtrate to give them effect, faftciently evince that an effec- 
tual Suppreſſion of the total Uſe of Spirits, at leaſt by the common Peo ple 


of that Country, is an Obje& which the wiſeſt and beſt needed Pla 
of Statute will n. never be able” to o accompliſh, 4 


— x 1 
N OE „ * ods „ — 


> © 5 Gon 26 119. . ee 10 Tibet 1705 in England; aid yy July i in Scotland, wy wy Cone 


1796. Further continued by 36 Geo. 3. C. 20. till iſt February 1797. The Prohibition however 
was taken off from acth October 1796, by an Order of Council, under $12 of 35 Geo. 3. c. 119 


There was a fimilar Prohibition by zo Geo. 2. c. 10. for 2 Months, from 11th March 1757. 


| nn which was as farther conjinued till 24th ——_ 1760, 


In 


1799 DisrIEEERIES AN LAN b. . 


In the Second Place A Cönſidera tion 8 t wy ” copraphical Cite um- 


tee of the Country Within, And of its acceſſible Coaſts, expoſed to, 


and in many Points in the Vicinity of, various other Countries where 


Spirits are manufuctured at a very low Rate of Expehce, ind can be cal : 


fun into the Ports or on the Shores of Scotland, muſt have led every thin 


ing Perſon, who had e bis Attention to the Vat * to form the "ea 


Ame 9 


Not to continue Ark is Sort af - Diſquiſitico,. Your Cochin 


will now proceed to lay before the Houle the Veſt Statement their Time 
has allowed'them to prepare of the Materials which they app rehend : are 


of the moſt Importance to be conſidered, in order to judge of the State of 
the Two Objects mentioned in the Order of Redhat to them: 1. Av 


they are contained in the different Statutes 'which from Time, to Tine 
have been enacted concerning the Puties to be raiſed on the Diſtilleries 

in Scotland, and the ſeveral Methods which have been preſeribed for af- 
ſeſſing and levying thoſe Duties; or, 2. as they have been collected from 
any other Sources of Information, Taftrudtion, © or Reflection, within the 


Power of the Committee. 
The Level Methods 6 of ee Wa io and lg the 1 


Diltilety Duties, which have been at different Times adopted by the Le- 


Rilke, may all be claſſed af the 22 following Heads; Firf, 
SURVIY ; Second, LICENCE 3 Fas d Thir a CoMBINATION. of Licence 
and Survey e 1 


The Survey was the g Method adopted, and 8 1885 che re- 


peclne Eſtablimments of this Revenue in both Parts of the land d down 
to the Year ü {ll continues in England. „ 55 


10 1784 ( and 1785 5 005 the Method o or Syſtem 4 [jcence v was intro- 
duced by La into the Highlands. In the Year 1786 (“) it was fully eſla - 
bliſhed throughout * ent on the ſame Principle, and nearly with the 
ſame Modifications, (except as to the Amount of Duty) as continued to 


obtain from that Time down to the Middle of laſt e when the Act | 


of the 38 Geo. 3. N 92. took effect. 


In the alle Year, howeeds; between 1784 and 1786, while it 


continued confined to the Highlands, a Degree of Survey and Account 


was joined with it, and which Combination has remained, Without In- 
ele in that Fast of en to 0 preſent Hour. | 


By the 4 5 the 38 of G. 3. c. 92. 4 Species of Sa pe 
founded, as Your Committee preſumes, on 


tated by the Ideas entertained of what the particular Circumſtances then 


 exiſtin g 


751 


c Adoption by the Legilr- 
ture of any ſyſtematical and definite Principle in thit reſpect, but dic 


(*) 24 Geo. 3 < 46. 4 
(*) 25 Geo, 3. e. 23. 
(?) 26 Geo, z, 6. 606. an 


25 Cons e. 23. 


4 
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exiſting PEW to require during the OTIS of the Licences at that 


Time in Force, and of thoſe to be granted or renewed up to a reaſonable 


4 A farther Ex- 
ation of this 
atter is after- 
wards given, p · 36. 


* 3 „. 78. 


Date beyond the Commencement of the ſucceeding Sefſion,—was annexed 
to, and grafted, both on the excluſive Plan of Licence in the Lowlands, 


and on F< mixed Syſtem already prevailing in the Highlands #. Similar 
Conſiderations Your Committee imagine to have been the Motives which 
have induced Parliament, during the preſent Seſſion, to continue the ſame 
9 Plan, and to extend it to the roth of November 1800. 


If it were poflible to 6 che full n of a Law for an 


actual Reckoning and Account to be taken by the Revenue Officer of 
every individual Gallon of Spirits which a Manufacturer ſhould in Fact 


produce, it can ſcarcely be diſputed that this Principle would furniſh 


the faireſt Baſis for aſſeſſing, apportioning, and collecting the exact Quan- 
tum of Duty to which ſuch ManufaQturer would become liable, accord- 


ing to the Rate per Gallon which might happen to be eſtabliſhed. | 
This appears to be the preciſe, though it is to be feared ideal, Notion, 


of what may be conſidered as the Perfection of the Survey SMem. 


If it were poſſible to diſcover the largeſt Quantity of Spirits, which 


tte moſt experienced and dexterous Diſtiller could produce in a given 


Time, having his Choice of the utmoſt attainable Advantages from Quality 


of Grain, from Command of Fuel, Water, &c. and from the Oppor- 


tunity of uſing the beſt adapted Still as to Size, F orm, &c. and the beſt 


other neceſſary Apparatus which Art and Ingenuity can ever invent, and 
to mathematical Demonſtration aſcertain in a Manner intelligible to the 


Legiſlator, it would be eaſy to compute and aſcertain the Total Amount 
of Duty according to the intended Rate per Gallon which ſuch Diſtiller 


might afford, and ought to pay, upon the Total Amount of Spirits which 
he ſhould manufacture during the Currency of ſuch given Time; and it 


might be fair to him, and certainly would be advantageous for the Re- 


venue, that he ſhould be obliged to pay ſuch ' Total Amount of Nana or 


ſome given Portion of it, by Antici pation. 


This may be oontidereid as the ideal ul Perfection ur what has been called 


| the Licence Syſtem, 


It would be an idle Waſte of Words to endeavour. to prove, What at 


| the very firſt View ſeems manifeſt to common Senſe, namely, that ſuch 
Perfection in either Caſe can never be attained, nor even perhaps very 


nearly approached. Error, ſometimes within, ſometimes beyond, the 

Mark, on either Suppoſition, is clearly unavoidable; but the Advocates for 
each Syſtem, i in the endleſs Diſcuſſions which have taken place on this 
Subject in Scotland, and before Your Two Committees, miſled in ſome 
Inſtances by the Daunen af ee in _ A by the Zeal 
75 characteriſtic 


NF | DISTILEBRIES IN SCOTLAND. 3 


ellos of profeſſed Partizans, ſecem to have begun by aſſuming 16 
actual Accompliſhment of their own Syſtem in its imaginary Perfection, 

in order to proceed to examine and prove, Which it has been caſy for 

them to do, the multiplied Defects which both Theory and Experients ED 

may have proved to belon pg to that of their Antagoniſts, 3 


In truth, the Defects and Imperfections incident to each, are ce unqueſ — 
ably confiderable both in N amber and N 76 path 697 N i 


The real problem ſont: hols Solution is . is, which 11 | 

4 Two, upon the Balance, is capable of being rendered the leaſt excep- 

tionable ; or whether there may not be ſome Combination of the one 

with the other, which may unite more of the Advantages, and exclude 

more af the Defects, than can ever be united on the one N er ex- 
cluded an che other, i in either of them taken by itſelf. 


It is neceſſary here to obſerve, that the Survey Syſtem. has at various 
Ti imes been conſtructed on different Plans; the Amount of the Article, 
and of the Proportion of Duty to be charged, having been ſometimes di- 
reed to be calculated upon an actual Account taken, in ſome Inſtances 
of the Low Wines, in others of the Spirits manufactured; ſometimes by 12 Car, 3. c. #4, 
Preſumption or Conjecture, “ of the Quantity of Spirits which a given *< 
Quantity of the Material in ſome one or more of the different Stages of 
the ManufaQtory, would i in the End produce 28 „ 


Vour 4 think it unneceſſary to advert 1 to the 3 Ob- 
jections to either of theſe Modes of actual Survey, drawn from the poſſible 
or occaſional Abuſe of the Principle common to every Branch and Species of 
Exciſe; ſuch as the Interference with the private Concerns of the Trader, 

the Intruſion into his Warehouſes, Magazines, &c. &c. and ſuch like 
Topics, once ſo faſhionable and popular, and ſtill undoubtedly found, 
when applied to the wanton and vexatious Interpoſition of the Power and 
Force of the State, through the Agency of the Revenue Officer. Your Com- 
mittee, however, are perſuaded, that no Britiſh Manufacturer is now liable 
-or likely to become expoſed' to fuch Vexation, by the Operation or law- 
ful Execution of any Statutes which the Legiſlature, in our Time, can be 
inclined either to retain or enact. With whatever Degree of Juſtice the Ex- 
.cife may have been conſidered, prima facie, as injurious to the deſirable 
Freedom of Trade and Induſtry, the flouriſhing and happy Condition of 
the Britiſh Manufacturer, i in all the numerous and ee ue 8 ve 


i” * 
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1 


. Vide 4 Ann c. 12. f. 4. which introduced the Principle of 1 N dige ding * 
100 Gallons of Waſh to be computed as yielding. 25 Gallons of Low Wines, and thoſe 25 Gallons 
of Low Wines as yielding 15 Gallons of Spirits, ' Theſe uſed to be called The Legal Propertions- 


+ Vide Table of the progreflive Duties, whether direct or preſumptive, on Low Wines, or dire | #1 
on nes in the NN of Exciſe Laws, Vol. I. 663, and iſerted i in the Appendix, a A. 19. 5 | 


2 13 


Report 1798, 
199-—140, &c. 


Manufacturer, of the Revenue, and of the Public, which are more ſolid, 


| ” all een to three Sources: 


Appendix pa, 


. REPORT ON tuns Jux r 


his Buſineſs, which are Cubjed to the actual e the Exciſe, muſt ſa- 
tisfy every candid Perſon, that in our Days and in this Country, thoſe. 
Sort of Objections are at the beſt ol 1 to . as the en of idle 


and unmeaning Declamation. 5 


But excluſive of ſuch Objections, n are anchare on 17 vert pr the 


and it is to be feared incapable of being completely done away. We. 
here allude to the various Methods by which the fraudulent Diſtiller, un- 
der the Survey Syſtem, may evade the TOTO of the nn er 


The Firſt; is diſhoneſt aberdeen by the eee If he adultie | 
;ndubed on all Occaſions, of his own Accord, to render a juſt Account of 
his Produce, the full Collection of the Duty would be a mere Matter of 
courſe; but it would be Folly in the Extreme to expe ſuch voluntary 


Purity of Conduct from the general Body of any Trade, without the Aid 


of ſome legal Sanction of Oaths, Penalties, and Forfeitures, and ſuch 


Sanctions are not wanting: in our TY Laws. 


Still, TR ARE” the Oephiviey of hunnn Nature i is found too » equbutly 


to ſetat nought the religious Obligation of an Oath, and all the Hazard of 


Diſgrace, Impriſonment, Penalties, and Forfeitures. On the other 
Hand, the Ingenuity of the Manufacturer, ſtimulated by his Intereſt, has 
at all Times enabled him to deviſe a thouſand Ways of cluding the Vigi- 
lance, or corrupting the Integrity of the Exciſe Officer. —Theſe are the 


Ig other Sources of Evaſion. 


This Evil, which is in a greater or eſs Degiet eſſentially inherent in the 


Survey Syſtem, i is injurious to the fair Trader, inaſmuch as it enables the 


Smuggler to underſell him; to the Revenue, by the Los of a Portion of 
the Duty which ought to be paid;, and to the Community: at large, 

Iſt, by occaſioning the neceſſity of compenſating for this Lois by a propor- 
tionate Increaſe of the public Burthens; 2dly, by its Tendency to occaſion ' 
the Production of an inferior. and imperfect Article, un account of the 
frequent Hurry and Confuſion in conducting the various Proceſſes of the 


Art, which fraudulent Concealments muſt ever give Riſe to; zdly, by the 


numerous Bankruptcies to which Smugglers are continually expoſed, from 


the Loſſes they incur by Seizures, Convictions, and Inability to compel 
the Payment of their Debts; for the Law, for wiſe. and juſt Reaſons, 


will not affiſt them to recover thoſe Debts, if contracted, as they gene- 


rally muſt be, on illegal Conſiderations. 


A remaining and very obvious Objection to Ade, is the comparitive 


Expence of Collection under it; for it is plain that if a given Sum, ſay 
£- $00,000, were to be raiſed on he Diſtillerics, /ach Sum, ſecured and 


" Ges 
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collected * a previous Computation, would be got with ſcarcely any 
Deduction on Account of Charges, while the ſame Sum levied Piecemeal 
under a Plan of Survey, and ſubject to all the Riſks of Loſs by Evaſion, 


Delay, and Bankruptey, and all the Expence of Inſpection and Checks 


of various Sorts, executed by different Officers, in order to prevent or 
oounteract Colluſion, Neglect, or Idleneſs, on the Part of all or any of 
them, would almoſt inevitably ſuffer either a large Defalcation before it 
reached the Exchequer, or arrive there ſubject to, and directly or indirectly 
burthened with, and as it were ee 15 the Wen of a great ſub= 


: 


ſequent Deduction'*.. | ö“ e ard nt 


Let us now turn to the Sem of Licence. The 1 belonging 


to this Plan have already been ſtated, or implied in the Statement of the _ 


| Diſadvantages alledged to belong to the other. Among the principal 


Merits aſcribed to it are, 1ſt, the ſecure Receipt of the whole Licence. 
Duty without Riſk, and almoſt without Expence; ad, a free and com- | 


fortable Exerciſe of his Calling by the Diſtiller, redounding 1 in its Con- 


ſequences to the Popularity of Government, and thereby in no ſmall De- 
gree to the Advantage of the Public; 3d, the alledged Diminution (cer- 
tainly but ill made out in Proof or Argument) of the Temptation to, and 


Loſs by Smuggling ; 4th, the Spur it affords to Induſtry and Invention vide ink, p. „ 
in the progreſſive Improvement of an uſeful Art, not otherwiſe to have 2. be. 


been attained or expected; 5th, its Tendency to increaſe the total 


Amount of the Article manufactured, and conſequently (when the Fact 
of ſuch Increaſe ſhould come to be aſcertained, and the Amount of the 
Annual Licence Duty thereupon augmented) to produce, independent of 


the Cheapneſs of Collection, a greater Receipt at the Exchequer than 


cm have been raiſed under a ſimilar Rate of Doty by Survey. 


The reaſonable Expectation of ſeveral of thoſe Advantages, was proba 


bly the efficient Cauſe of the en of this Plan about Fifteen Years 13 


mn. 266] 


The firſt Experience of its Effects N to many to afor the faireſt 
Proſpec that thoſe Hopes would be realized. 


Soon, however, a Fact began to appear of a moſt important Nature in 
regard to the preſent Enquiry, which firſt diſcovered itſelf after the In- 
troduction of Licence, and being a natural Reſult thereof, is admitted on 


all Hands to have been occaſioned by it. This Fact is, an increaſed Ra- | 
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the Collection; ſuch as Premiums to Officers, Coſts of Proſecutions, &c,—By the Plan of our Exciſe. 
Eftabliſhments, it happens that all ſuch Charges are deducted previous to the Payment of the Reve-. 
nue into the Exchequer ; but it is a ſuppoſable Caſe that they might have been ſo conſtituted, as that 
many of the Charges incurred might have been left to be paid out of that particular Fand, or from 
_ he EN Aggregate of the Revenue, ter the groſs Amount had been paid in into the Exchequer. 


. 


ity 


on Account of the increaſed contingent Expences which might thereby have been occaſioned in. 


1 Te and 
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pidity of Piſtillation bejon what had, ever before been Om? in Fan, . 
or foreſeen by Theory. 


The. Diſtiller beben to works as it is Catel ax Time, and the 
whole Ingenuity of the Trade was employed to diſcover the Means of in- 
creaſing the Power of their Stills, ſo as to enable them to manufacture a 
greater Quantity of Spirits in the Courſe of the Year for which the Li- 
cence was purchaſed, than the Legiflature had calculated upon when the 
Amount of that Licence, in proportion to the ſolid Content of the Still, 
was fixed. That Amount at firſt, in the Lowlands, was no more than 
25 825 * * L. 1. 105.(') per Cubic Gallon, and in the Highlands L. 1. (“ ſubject 
2; Geo,z c. 22, to which Payment, ſecured by anticipated Inſtalments and Bond, the 

Trade was left at Liberty to diftil as much as they pleaſed, provided they 

_ uſed no other or larger Still than that which they had entered with the Ex- 

ciſe #, There is Reaſon to think, from various Expreſſions i in the Statutes, 

and from other Evidence, that this firſt Amount of Duty was computed 

on a Suppoſition, that the Average Quantities of Spirits manufactured 

under it would pay, at the Rate of about 6 d. per Gallon +. It muſt 

have been on Information collected from the Diſtiller, the Exciſe Officer, 

or both, that this Computation was formed. We need not ſtop to en- 
Aauire how far thoſe Diſtillers, who may have furniſhed ſuch Information, 
acted with entire good Faith on the Occaſion . It ſeems pretty certain, 

that if they ſhould be ſuppoſed to have repreſented the then Power of 

their Stills under what they knew it to be, ſtill they themſelves were. 

entirely in the Dark as to the Poſſibility of its being carried to that ſur». 

priſing Extent of which it has fince been diſcovered to be capable; if it 

1 is fair to ſuppoſe, for Inſtance, that the Diſtillers then thought while Go - 
= vernment meant to levy upon them 6 4. per Gallon, that they ſhould only 
1 pay in fact F Ins Half of that Rum, 5 ſtill in 1 all Probability FP were them- 
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* Vide inſia as to fraudulent Increaſe of Capacity, pages 22, 23. 


1 | | + As to the Lowlands, wide 26 Geo. 3. cap. 64. $- 2. and $. 33. Which Sum of 2. 5 

; « with the Duties by this AX directed to be paid i in Scotland upon ED ſhall be held and deemed 
$5 0 to be equivalent to the Duties payable in England, ſat that Time 21. 64. per Gallon) upon 
. «« Spirits of Engliſh Manufacture. — As to the Highlands, vide 25 Geo. 3. c. 22. f. 8. The largeſt 
Stills were confined to 40 Gallons; Licence Duty . 1. per Gallon, or /. 40. per Still of 40 
Gallons; allowed Produce 1,660 Gallons of Spirits, C. 40. 2800. 1660=800== 64. and 3-40ths 
of a Penny. Thus if the Lowlanders were alſo / be deemed to pay 64. under their C 1 104. of 
Licence, there was a fractional Difference between their Duty and that of the Highlanders, Fide 
infra, p. 33, concerning the fractional Inequality between the 9 855 by Diſtillers 1 1 in 
England and in Scotland for the Engliſh Market, | 


t * Do you know of any Declaration made by the Diſtillers on which that Bill (26 Geo, 3. e. 64) 
« was founded ? While the Bill was in Agitation i it was declared by the Diſtillers of Scotland, that 
« they could work their Stills but once in 24 Hours. Do you know whether the Licence Duty 
« of C. 1 10. per Gallon per Annum was made on a Computation of working once or oftener in 
« 24 Hours ?—On the Declaration of N Scotch Daalbers, that they cou. work once ang in 4 
« Hours,” 


Evidence of Mr. Be W before a Committee o the Whole ; te * 
th February 17 1 1798, p. 351. 44 
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ſelves fo ignorant of the aſtoniſhing Amount of the real Sum, which by 
Means of accelerated Diſtillation might have been ſaved, as never to have. 
_ dreamt that ſuch Savin g might produce in their Favour a Diminution of che 
Duty from the intended 6 d. to about ; of a F arthing or 47; Parts of the 
Whole. This it now appears to have been able to do, even upon the mo- 
derate, and indeed erroneous Hypotheſis, according to the preſent State of 
the Evidence *, that the Still can ve a ws 9 Once in wat 175 
e 1 | 1 85 


It is nt | Improbable Wat Government might. have ige for a 
very conſidetable Time far behind the Manufacturer in the Knowledge 
of the increaſing Power of the Still; had it not been for an Arrangement 
which took place between the Trade of England and Scotland +.immedi-, 
_ ately on the Eſtabliſhment of the Licences in the latter Part of the King- 
dom. It will therefore be fit to give in this Place ſome Account of 


the Origin and Nature of that Arrangement, and of 'the different Varia- | 
tions it has undergone, which will be beſt done by tracing the-relative 
State of Duties on the Scotch and Engliſh ere as it gl ond | at 


—_— Times fince the e ad this N 


By the Teeny of Union, Article oth; it was aide, « „That all 
Parts of the United Kingdom ſhould be for ever liable to the ſame _ 
able Liquors,” (with certain Exceptions as to Malt 
Liquors, not material to be mentioned here); and by Article 18th it N 

was declared, That the Laws concerning ſuch Exciſes, to which Scot- 
land was by virtue of that Treaty to be liable, hows be the ame from 


% Exciſes on all exciſc 


* and after the Union as in England: [7 


"By hs meier Operation of theſe Paved the. "Amount of the 


Exciſe Duty on Spirits (and indeed the Mode of its Aſſeſſment and 
Collection, of which afterwards,) became the fame in both Countries, and 


it continued exactly on that Footing down to the gth of Geo. 2. 1736, 
When an Act paſſed, famous in the Hiſtory of that Time, and known po 


the Name of the Gin Act, the Intention of which was to put a Stop to 
the pernicious Uſe of Spirits among the People of inferior _ By er 
Act an Annual Licence Duty of I 50 Was charged on every Perſon who 


ſhould retail Spirits, either in England or Scotland, in Quantities leſs. than 


Two 5 and a Duty of 205. ms PIO on e Gallon ſo Tan. 


But the: . Clauſe declared, that thoſe — ſhould not. ex- 
tend to “Spirits made or diſtilled from Malt, and retailed and, conſumed 
within that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, which Spirits are com- 


2 antes or 1 17 8 oo ach * eee in BSE, Lt: of the 
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"hs is — i that the N of cheſs Pötte was intended 48 a 1 pro- 


-hibitory Regulation of Police, rather than as a Proviſion for altering the 
D * 


: ; 2 ma & 9. 104+. 
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Quantum of Revenue. The Act therefore cannot properly be conſi- 


dered as having introduced UN Difference in that 1 es ee the 
two Kingdoms. „ „%% ᷑ TT 71 8 


By 16 Geo. 2. c. 8. that Law 1 was . and by the DF, 
Statute an Annual Licence of only 20s. was laid on Retailers of Spirits, 


and an additional Duty impoſed, Part on the Low Wines and Part on 
© the Spirits, manufactured in Great Britain, Here then was a new Re- 


venue Law increaſing the Rate of Duty, with a View no Doubt of in- 

creaſing its Produce, and this Act contained an Exemption i in favour of 
Scotland in the very ſame Words as had been uſed in that of 9 Geo. 2. 
This therefore created, for the firſt Time, a es between we Ex- 


ceiſe Duties on Spirits in 8 and Scotland. 


5 the 24th af Geo. 2. c. 40. a ſimilar Hooks & Davis was e by 


that introduced in the 16th Year of that Reign, and the ſame Exemp- 


tion was again extended to Scotland. In an intermediate AR, 19 Geo. 2. 


C. 12. impoſing a ſmall additional Duty, Part on Low Wines and Part 


on Spirits, this Exemption had been omitted, as it was alſo in the 
ſubſequent Act of 33 Geo. 2. c. 9. by which the Duty on Low Wines 


Was raiſed from 4 d. to 94. and that on Spirits from 1 5. to 2 5. 3 d. The 


Duties impoſed by the Two Acts of 16 Geo. 2. c. 8. and 24 Geo. 2. c. 
40. and from which, as we we have ſeen, Spirits made in Scotland for 


Conſumption there were exempted, amounted together to 21 d. 
per Gallon on the Low Wines, and 7 d. on the Spirits. Theſe 


Duties were always charged to the Scotch Diſtiller when he de- 


manded a Permit for ſending Aquavitæ to England, in Addition to 
whatever Sum he had before paid, or been charged with for theſe prior 
| ang intermediate Duties, for which he had no Pan 


Bat in the Your 1784 the Statute bs 24 Geo. 3. c. 46. 8 I. hank aiſcon- 
Foy for Two Years all the then exiſting Duties on the Diſtilleries both in 


England and Scotland, impoſed the ſame Duty of 54. per Gallon of Waſh 


over both Parts of the United Kingdom. This Duty was fo charged on 


a new and higher Rule of Preſumption, which aſſumed, that 100 Gallons 


of Waſh might produce 20 Gallons of Spirits; for by F. 4, the Exciſe 


Officer was directed in his Books of Account, “ to give Credit to the Diſ- 
« tiller for Spirits diſtilled from Grain, at the Rate of 20 Gallons 1 to 10 over 


« Hydrometer Prog per 100 Gallons of Waſh.” The Engliſh Diſtillers 


have generally alledged, that they ſeldom can obtain more than 18 Gal- 
Jons, employing, according to what is ſtated to be their general Practice, 
One Quarter of Grain in the Manufactory of every 100 Gallons of Wath ; 


If the 20 Gallons of Spirits were actually diſtilled from the 100 of 


Waſh, the Duty paid per Gallon of Spirits at the then Rate would amount 


to juſt 25, 19. or if only 18 then to 25. 334,—The Law laſt men- 
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os his Act was alſo. kale for introducing the Neceſlity of i mea- a 
ſuring the Strength of Spirits by the Hydrometer &, and likewiſe for fix- 


ing, by the ſame Words, the Degree of Strength of the Quantity of Spi- 
rits to be given Credit for as ſo ade, at © 1 to 10 over ee 


Proof.“ 


By 27th Geo. z. 6.31=9 15 17 a particular Sort of Hydrometer, the Lnvention 5 


of Mr. Clarke, and called by his Name, was enjoined to be uſed, by a Provi- 
fion which has been renewed from Time to Time, with the Intention, as 
thereby declared, of continuing the Uſe of it only till certain Experiments, 
then in the Contemplation of the Legiſlature, ſhould have aſcertained the 
moſt accurate Inſtrument that could be contrived to be ſubſtituted in its 
place. A Courſe of ſuch Experiments was actually inſtituted by the Orders 

of Government, and certain Perſons eminent for Science. were employed in 
making them, whoſe Reports have been for ſome Time in the Poſſeſſion of 
the Public ; but either becauſe ſome of thoſe Perſons differed from one 
another in the Concluſions they drew, and the practical Uſe they recom-- 


mended to be made of them, or for ſome other Reaſons, no new Inſtru- 
1 has hitherto been adopted 1 in een thereof. 


1 his R of the Waſh Act continues to this Day i in England, 5 


its Operation remained in Scotland no longer than to the 5th of July 1786, 


when the firſt Lowland Licence Act of 26 Geo. 3. c. 64. took Effect. 
At the ſame Time an Act was paſſed, 26 Geo. 3. C. 73., increaſing the 


Waſh Duty in England to 64. per Gallon, or 25. 69. on t the 1 at * 


ſame Credit of 20 Gallons to the 100 of Waſh. 


By the 23 of Geo. 3. C. 46, aldtiugh there was no ch Repeal | 


of the former Act, giving a Credit of 20 Gallons for every 100 Gal- 
lons of Waſh, yet the Diſtiller was virtually prohibited from extracting 


more than 19 Gallons therefrom by Sect. 71 of that Statute, which impoſes 


2 Penalty of 5 s. for every Gallon more than 19, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer 
Proof, which ſhall be ſo extracted. But as, notwithſtanding this Clauſe, 
the Engliſh Diſtiller is ſtill entitled to Credit by virtue of the former Acts 
248. 3. d. 40. $ 4, and 25G. z. c. 73. F 25. for 19 Gallons of Spirits 


from his 100 Gallons of Waſh, on each of which Gallons of Waſh he now 


pays a Duty of 104. making /. 4. 3s. 44. on the whole Quantity, the 
Duty he will pay on his Spirits if he fills up his Credit 1 to the 
received Expreſſion) will oy be 4% 4 l. | 


Since the Year 1786, this Engliſh Waſh Duty has baja progreſſively 
raiſed from 64. to 7 (') 89. 70 945 (') and 104. SHA at which Rate it 


tt at 1 ane „ Fay 8 
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* Not = any ſpecific ma Clauſe, but * Reference to the Uſe of ſuch a an Inframen in 


the Words quoted above and in the foregoing Paragraph, 


+ ide Philoſophical Tranſations, 1790, Part a. Vol. -u Mr, Ranſden's Account of 


Experiments, &c, Quarto, 1793. 
| now 


() 31 G. 3. e. 1, [ 
(*) 34 G:3-©.3. | 
(6 8 3. c. 11. 
— 0 37 G. 3. 6. 14. 
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in 1786, at 2 f. and at that Rate it remained till the p; 


A rohr eon Hen jar 


now remains, 1 that the Duty on the Spirits is tow; und has been ever 


lince the Year. 1797, at the Rate of 4s. 75. 41. ur d. or 4. 24. a6cords 
ing as the Spirits made or given Credit for _— deen is, 19. or EY 


Gallons from the 100 Gallons of Waſh.” 


By the. Scotch Dialer Act of 1786, 26 $5::2.. c. 64. which was 
temporary, and to continue in force only for Two Years, it was provided, 
that all Spirits not exoceding in Strength x to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, 
manufactured in Scotland, and brought from thence into any other Part a 
of the United Kingdom, ſhould, on the Arrival thereof, over and above 
what had been previouſſy paid, be charged with 25. per Gallon, which, 
together with the Licence Duty, it was thereby declared Should 4 
deemed equivalent to the Duty then payable in England on Engl, iſh- made 
Spirits, i. e. 21. 6d, The goth Section enacted, that no Spirits made in 
Scotland ſhould be removed or ſent from thence f into bd pier Part of 


Gieat Britain 97 Land Carriage. 


By 0 AQ no Provifon eee was ee fo the Caſe of 8 22 


diſtilled in England and ſent into Scotland, whether by Sea or Land. a 


The laſt mentioned Sum of 2 4. with the ſubſequent Increaſe of 6 d. tow 
About to be mentioned, has been ae een 225 17505 n N 1 


e —_— F lle 


We have before flated on what Grounds that Duty duale tb be firſt fixed | 

paſting of the Act of 
28 Geo. 3. c. 4. F. 1. by which an additional Duty of 64. was im- 
poſed on every Gallon of Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, and brought from 
thence by Sea into-any Part of the United Kingdom, after the iſt of Fe- 
bruary and before the 5th-of July 1788, to be paid by the Importer befare 
the landing thereof. The Impoſition of this additional Duty of 6d. aroſe 
from an Alarm among the London Diſtillers, in conſequence of the great 
Quantities of Scotch Spirits which had been ſent into England, and par- 


ticularly to the Port of London, fince 4786. This produced a Petition 


from the London Diſtillers, and a Counter Petition from the Scotch; and 
an Enquiry took place in this Houſe: before a Committee of the whole 


"Houle, in the Courſe of which Witneſſes were produced on the Part of 
the former, who ſtated, that the Licence Duty impoſed in Scotland by 


the Act of 1786, had been eſtimated as equivalent to 64. per Gallon, on 
the Declaration of the Scotch Diſtillers that they could not work their 


Stills oftener than Once in Twenty-four Hours, whereas ſince that Period, 


by working in the- rapid Manner they had of late practiſed, and which it 


was ſaid had been foretold would be the Caſe, to the Extent of Six Times 


in Twenty-four Hours or upwards, they. had reduced that Duty to One 


Penny, or at leaft not to exceed TwWẽ O Fence ber. es. From this and 
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other alledged Chae; they contended that the Scotch Diſtillere 
had an Advantage of 134d. per Gallon over them in the Engliſh Mar- 
| ket, according to a Computation ſtated by a Witneſs produced on their 


Behalf. 
tion was paſſed, viz. 28 Geo. 3. 


till the 5th of July enſuing, then to expire at the ſame Time with that of 
26 Geo. 3. c. 64. of which it was meant to be an Amendment. 


\ 


' DIS T IL LERIES I N SCOT L A ND. 


This Evidence was controverted by ſeveral Perſons produced as 
Witneſſes on the Part of the Scotch. In the Reſult, the Statute in queſ- 
c. 4. but was to continue in force only 


In the 


mean Time, during the ſhort Space of its Duration, the Scotch Manufac- 
turers alledged, that the additional 64. operated as a Prohibition upon 
them, and entirely. excluded them from the Engliſh Market ; and the 


Bankruptcies of many of the principal Diſtillers in that Country, which 


abont that Time Took Place, w were fe oy them imputed to that Cauſe. 


In this Situation Matters ſtood on the 5th of July 1788, when 10 alt 
Lowland Licence Act, which has been 10 oſten mentioned, expired, and 
a new Act was paſſed, having Commencement from that Date, 28 
Geo. 3. e. 46. The Lowland Licence Duty was now made'L. 3, and a as 


to 45 Spirit Trade from Scotland to England, it was thereby regulated 7 


upon an entirely new Syſtem ; for it was then enacted, and with a few 
immaterial Alterations the Principle then introduced has been continued 


ever ſince, —that the Diſtiller in Scotland who intended to manufacture for 
England, ſhould give Notice, and make Entry of his Work for that Pur- 
poſe, uſe Stills of a Size not under 200 Gallons for Waſh, and 57 for 


Low Wines, and take out a Licence i in the ſame Manner as other Diſtil- 


lers in Scotland, but he was to have a pro-rata Abatement of his Licence 


Duty at the Rate of 300 Days to the Year, as long as he ſhould continue 


to work for the Engliſh Market, and to pay in lieu thereof to the Ex- 


ciſe in England, a Duty of 2 5. 9d. on every Gallon of Spirits 1 to 10 
over Hydrometer Proof, imported by him into that Country, before land- 


ing them. The Duty 


4 Engliſh Market was 6 d. per Gallon of Waſh, which at 18 Gallons 


of Spirits from the 100 of Waſh gives 25. 9 + d. and at 19 Gallons of 
Spirits to the 100 Gallons of Wach, 2 5. 7 d. *5—The Sen of 20 Gal- 


i lons had bern then virtually drehe. 


This Ad of 28 Geo. 3. c. 46, as far as ph the 2 5. N to be 
Paid on the 775 of Scotch- made Spirits into England, having 
expired, the preſent Duty on ſuch Spirits ſo imported, amounting in the 


Whole exactly to 46. 7 d. has been impoſed gradually in the Cllowing | 


Manner: By 31 Geo. 3. c. 1. 549.; by 33 Geo. 3. c. 61. * 2 4 d.; by 
by 37 Geo. 3. c. 14. 5¹⸗ n Rubs "I 


ſeveral Sums amounting exactly, J IE Eon 


34 Geo. 3. c 2. 544. and 


By the ſame Act, when a Diſtilter 3 in England was 8 of FRO 


8 pirits for Exportation to Scotland, he was to give a N otice to Unt | 


- 


if 


at that Time on Spirits made in England for 
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Effect, and make Entry and take out a Licence exactly in the ſame Man- 


ner as the Scotch Diſtiller was to do, and to pay the ſame Rate of Licence 


5 28Geo.z. £,46. 536. 


Duty per Gallon of the Contents of his Still as the Scotch Diſtiller, and 
with no other Difference between them, but that when he was thus work - 
ing for Scotland, he was to uſe no Waſh Still that would not contain 
1600 Gallons, and no Low Wine Still whoſe Capacity was leſs than 8 50 
Gallons. —When a Scotch Diſtiller having for ſome Time worked for 
Eng land, wiſhes to return to the Scotch Market, he is, under the Act 
of 28 Geo. 3. c. 45. after Notice given, to be again put under his ori- 
ginal Licence, according to the Proportion of it which had not been 

abated during the Time in which he worked for England. The Engliſh 

Diſtiller ceaſing to work for Scotland, ceaſes alſo to be under the Licence 

Duty for that Country, and comes again under the Law with reſpe& to 
the Duty on Engliſh Diſtillation for the Engliſh Market. 


By the lame Act, $. 2, all Diſtillers in the Lowlands of Scotland, 


1 working for the Scotch Market, were limited to uſe Waſh Stills. not under 


50 Gallons, and for every ſuch Waſh Still a Low, Wane * not * 
One F ourth Part of that Capacity. 


At that Time, by Force of the g of 14 Geo. 3. C. 73. 8 2. tlie 


English Diſtillers for the Engliſh Market were obliged to uſe Waſh Stills 
not under 400 Gallons, and Low Wine Stills not under 100 Gallons ; 


-and this continues to be the Law with regard to them in that Re- 
. b | 


The Role ar 16 Dine in Kcötband for the Scotch Market, above 


. ſtated to have been introduced by the 28 Geo. 3. ©. 46. allo continues, 


with this only Difference, that his Waſh Still muſt be not leſs than 52 


inſtead of 50 Gallons ; the Low Wine Still to be as as One F ourth of 


| the Wah Still. 


In the Quantum of Gen preſeribed by theſe different Statutes, | 


; the Meaſure 1 is confined to the Body of the Still, exclufrue of Its Head. 


With regard to the Coe of Copkcith, according to which 


the Amount of the Licence Duty has been regulated in Scotland, it was 
at firſt, by the Statute of 26 Geo. 3. c. 64. f. 2. directed to be taken upon 
every Gallon of ſuch Capacity, including the Head, and was thus con- 
tinued till 33 Geo. 3. c. 61. F. 1. by which it was enacted, That the 
Puty ſhould be charged upon every Gallon of the Content of the Still, 
including the Head and every Part thereof, and of any Horn, Pipe, Tube, 
or other Apparatus therewith connect ed, under whatever Name or Deno- 
as mination the _—y = be Torn,” as 1 1 as the 1 8 can 1 8 ee 
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To return now to the Chhſideration of the Defects belonging to the 7 
Licence dyſtem; the moſt incurable of them are thoſe which ſeem to 
be inſeparable from the N eceffity created by it, of conſidering Rapidity of 

Work as the firſt Object in the Conduct of the Manufacture. They 
ariſe, 1ſt, from the 2 Difficulty, if not Impoſſibility, of aſcertain- 
ing the ultimate Stage to which the Power of the Still may be carried; 
2d, from the Cauſes, bath pbyſical and mral, which muſt operate to ren- 
der a Rate of Duty calculated on ſuch extreme Rapidity, unequal in a 
great Variety of Degrees on the many who might attempt, and mult find 
themſelves unequal to reach it this is its firſt and immediate Tendency ; 
but in the End its natural Conſequence - ſeems to be, to drive the whole 
Trade into the Hands of the few who ſhall acquire the Skill and Dex- 
terity neceſſary for the conſtant Execution of oe Work ee to 

its a | 9 

Laſt Vear it was | tight hardly to deGerve Credit, a an Exciſe 5 
Officer ſtated the Fact of a Still being charged and diſcharged (according 
to his own perſonal Obſervation) Once in every Eight Minutes, and yo Whyts, FP. 
— to Information Which he believed) Once in Ay Fi ive rad 5 % 
Minute. 8 1 | . 


We Ki now Ibs & of a Diftiller, who ſeveral Months ago, + 
Means of a new Invention, had made ſuch a farther Progreſs as to have 
been able to charge and diſcharge his Waſh Still in leſs than Three 
Minutes, and who ſince, by an Apparatus yet farther improved, has found 
that he can work at the Rate of Once in every 24 Minutes; and we 
have the Opinion of a Gentleman of great Science and Knowledge in the Dr, a ha 4 
Principles of Diſtillation, that even that is not the laſt attainable Limit nn, ; 
of Rapidity. Theſe Facts excite aer a ere e 1 92 ſome Suſ- 
prog of Error or eee | 


But if there i is no Miſtake i in the Statements of the Diltiler in ee 
what ordinary Imagination can ſtill ſtretch beyond his Improvements, © 
and conceive it poſſible, if deſirable, that this Art ſhould be puſhed 155 | 
on even beyond that Boundary ?—that Waſh, ſay to the Amount of 16 
Gallons, ſhould, in the ordinary Courſe of an extenſive Trade, be Appendix (. 

transfuſed into a Still, the Low Wines evaporated from it, and the Spent _ OY 

| Waſh run off, ſo as to leave the Still ready for the Reception of the next 
Charge, in a Space of Time ſhorter than the 22d Part of an Hour 3 | 
—and that this may be repeated at the ſame Rate the whole Year, or more 
than 10 5,600 ' Fines | in Two eats oye #, 1f want e Where i in 
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this Buſineſs -2 conceivable Ultimatum, where is the Fancy to place it? 
Are we to proceed in its Purſuit to a fractional Part of a Second, and ſtill 
to expect the Charge of the Veſſel with cold Wath; which is to be raiſed 
throughout its whole Maſs to the Heat of the boiling Point, the Evapo- 
ration of the Spirit, and the Effuſion of the Spent Waſh, to go on in Suc- 
ceſſion, and yet all within that Space or rather Point of Time, without 
imminent Danger every Moment of being ſtopped in our Career by the 
ſudden Deſtruction of the Apparatus, and even of the Workmen, and the 
inſtantaneous Diſſipation of that Spirit in the Expanſe of the Atmoſphere, 
which one would, 4 priori, ſuppoſe no human Art could, under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, retain within the Incloſure of any Veſſel, and force, as it were 
in the very Inſtant of its Formation, at once loſing and reſuming its Li- 
quidity, to proceed forwards in its . in that Form, e 8 
Channel of the Worm ? |; 


After all, the Inexpediency of 1 a Licence Duty to this particu- 
lar Caſe of increaſed Rapidity is fo clearly felt, that the Amount which is 
recommended for the preſent is only C. 162 per Gallon ; while it is cal- 
culated that the improved Rate of Work would afford ſomewhat more 
than C. 265. But ſurely, though ſuch a comparatively moderate Rate 
would, ei on the Syſtem of ſimple Licence, be more wiſe and prudent 
than the Extreme of Duty which the Celerity in queſtion might-ſeem to 
point ory” it e, no Proof of the SEW, of ſuch Licence over 
_— iran | 


lionel Diegten, age one which "T esd the Oy" lege urged 
os; any, againſt" the Method of Licence, is, that the rapid Diſtillation it 
naturally produces, is hoſtile to the Quality and Salubrity of the Spirit. fd; 1 
would appear that the Opinion of the Committee of laſt Year had flutu- 
ated conſiderably on this Queſtion in the Courſe of their Enquiry; and 


f they at length ſtated in their Report, that“ ſufficient Reaſons had not 


been laid befare them to induce them to adopt any decided Opinion 
« that there is a material Difference between the Whole ſomeneſs of Spi- 
« rits (kilfully though rapidly diſtilled.” Your preſent Committee think 
themſelves warranted in forming a leſs doubtful Judgment i in this Re- 
ſpect. The Inveſtigation of this Year has fully eſtabliſhed a Point left 
very uncertain on the Evidence of the former, viz. that the Spirits diſtil- 
led in the Highlands have a pleaſanter Flavour, at leaſt, if not alſo a more 
wholeſome Quality, than thoſe uſually made in the Lowlands. This has 
been corroborated by the Opinion of a Member of the Committee, both 
theoretically and practically converſant with the Art. It has been ex- 
plained indeed with much ſcientific Ingenuity, on a Ground tending to 
prove, that its Connection with flow Diſtillation. is merely aceidental; 
till, however, this is but Speculation, while the mere Fact ſeems. now 
put beyond a Doubt, that the Highland Spirits, which are more- lowly 
ice tban thoſe in the Lowlands, are at the ſame Time of a better 
and more agreeable — That theſe Two e are the one 
the 


re 
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the Cauſe and the other the Effect einig cannot be demonſtrated: But 


as it is alſo true that theif being ſo has not yet been diſproved, it might 3 


| of very difficult to refiſt that natural Concluſion, if it were aſcertained, 


1K, that they conſtantly accompany one another in thoſe Highland Diſ- x ad 
tilleries which produce the Sort of Spirit in queſtion ; and 2dly, Wks : | 


Slowneſs of Diſtillation were proved to be the only Circumſtance in the 
ogreſſive Proceſſes from the Worts to the Spirits in thoſe Diſtilleries, in 
which they differ from thoſe of the Lowland Diſtillers, who only uſe Malt. 
That however is not the Caſe. A Method has been ſuggeſted, of join- 
ing to rapid Diſtillation the Advantage of that Peculiarity i in Quality and 
Flavour which belongs to the Whiſkey made in the Highlands ;—a Me- 
thod which, as far as the Committee are capable of underſtanding it, 
ſeems ſomewhat analogous to the Attempts ſo often made at the Produc- 
tion of Wine, Mineral Waters, and other natural Liquors of a Compound 
Sort, by the artificial Combination of the different elementary Ingredients, 
which are found by chemical Analyſis to be united in their original 
Compoſition. | Thus an artificial Burgundy has been attempted to be 
formed, by mixing together, in the ſuppoſed natural Proportions, Water, 
_ purified Brandy, and the eſſential Oil of the Burgundy Grape; and of late 
Years all the celebrated Mineral Waters in this and other Countries have 
in the fame Way been imitated. But there is ſtrong Reaſon to believe, 
1 505 the beſt of thoſe differ from, and fall ſhort of the Compoſitions ef- 
fected by what has been called the Chemiſtry of Nature, whether, 1ſt, in 
her regular Operations in the vegetable Kingdom, for the Production 
of Matters diſtinguiſhed by ſpecific Taſtes, Colours, Odours, &c.; or, 
2dly, in the accidental Combinations which ſhe forms, either by her ſuc- 
ceſſive Proceſſes of Fermentation, or during the caſual and partial Concur-- 
rence, at one and the ſame Time, of To or more of thoſe Sorts of Fer- 
mentation, as the vinous and acetous, in ſome heterogeneous Maſs of 
Liquid, ſuch as the Juice of the Grape, Water impregnated with the 
Extract of Malt, &e. &c. On ſuch Occaſions new Combinations of ſome 
or all of the elementary Parts ſeem often to be formed, in Proportions and 
under Modifications which Science, it is apprehended, will never be able 


to trace, nor the moſt 8 7 Obſerver of her Operations ever AP to 
counterfeit. NR a 


To put this Sort o Imitation of Hightand Whiſkey to the Teſt mY Ex- PF 
perience, the ſame Member of Your Committee, who has been already 
mentioned, informs them, that he ſome Time ago gave Inſtructions for 
making Experiments with that View ; But they add with Regret, that 


Dae he has not been enabled to ' communicate to them ing Reſult of 
ung „ be © 


But on this Point, viz. the 8 1 at leaſt of ae che! Ma- 
nufacture of a puter, more grateful, and wholeſomer Spirit, by the low / 
5 oe Was ___ than 


7 
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than by the more 9900 Method as working, Woop! Committee muſt beg 


Leave to refer the Houſe to the various Opinions of een Chemiſt 
and Phyficians, which will be found in their Appendix *. „ 


The compulſory practice of too rapid Diſtillation, to which the 1 


Syſtem forces the Manufacturer, i is now allo clearly proved to have a na- 
tural Tendency to occaſion a Waſte not only of Fuel, but of the valuable 


Material which forms the principal Subject, Matter of the Manufacture( ). 


A profuſe Conſumption of Coals, if in the Neighbourhood of rich and 
extenſive Mines, may not perhaps be an Object of great public Conſide- 
ration. The Share that ſuch a Waſte may have in occaſioning a Scar- 


| city and Dearth of Fuel at ſome remote Period, cannot be of great Mo- 


ment to the preſent Intereſts of the Community; and as to the Diſtil- 
ler's private Intereſt, he has a fair Right to judge for himſelf. If 
a prudent Man, he will balance together the Advantages and Diſadvan- 
tages ariſing to his Buſineſs from rapid Diſtillation, obtained by the 
Means of an increaſed Uſe of Fuel; and the Law, it may be thought, 


ought not to interfere between him and his own Judgment in regard to 
his own (Concerns. It would probably be found difficult to juſtify ſuch 


an Interpoſition on any Principles either of J uriſprudence or Legiſlation, 
to be traced in the Conſtitution or Practice of this or any other Country; 


but as to ſuch Interference with regard to a profuſe Waſte of Grain (even 


although for the Benefit upon the Whole of the Individual) in a Manu- 
facture which many conceive ought always to be kept within very nar- 
row Limits, and which the Legiſlature of this Country has thought it its 
Duty at all Times to watch with an attentive Eye, and upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, under Circumſtances of temporary Scareity, has made no Scripts? 
TE: to e the Caſe uppears. to be widely different. oo | 


The Facility which bas been {RE to exiſt näherte, or at leaſt 
up to a very 1 Period of the Licence Syſtem, of a fraudulent Eva- 
ſion of Duty under it to an almoſt unlimited Amount, although its 


chief Boaſt has been to render that impoſſible, was compleatly proved 


by the Evidence of laſt Year, and the Account then given by the 


Officers of Exciſe, particularly one who had the principal Share in 
bringing the Matter to light; for, in the Spring of 1797, upon a ſpecial 
„ Survey of much the greater Number of Lowland Diſtillers, and of ſeveral 
of thoſe of the Intermediate Diſtrict, a moſt extenſive and extremely di- 
verſified Syſtem of Contrivances to increaſe the effective Capacity of their : 
Stills greatly beyond their licenſed Entries, was detected; by which Kind 
of Ingenuity. they had been able—ſome of them for a very conſiderable . 
Length of Time—to combine the Uſe of this Addition of unlicenſed Con- 
tents with the Advantage derived from a Diſtillation infinitely more rapid 
than that upon which the Licence Duty had been calculated ; whereby, 
e the Whole, they reduced the Nate of vor actually paid by them 


on 


a 
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on the Gallon of their Spirits, to ſuch a Degree as to render it FO? en- 
tirely without Effect, as an Item in the aggregate Amount of what they 
had to expend i in the Production of their Manufacture. Even at this 
Time, notwithſtanding the beneficial Effects of that Survey, the ſame 
Officer thinks he has Reaſon to ſuſpect that this Fraud of increaſed: Ca- 
pacity is ſtill carried on, though in a Shape and Form different from the 
Modes which were formerly practiſed *; and they mult have attended: 
very ſuperficially. to the Nature of contraband! Inventions, and the inex- 
hauſtible Store of Reſources belonging to every Species of Smugglers, who. 
fancy that ANY; 4 Mode of Licence, any Size or Form of a Still, or any pre- 
(cribed Method of erecting and working it, can completely defeat that 
reſtleſs Activity which prompts and enables the experienced Practitioner 
in ſmuggling, to clude FO! Contrivance a the Law, and ada en | 


of its Min iſters. JJ dot Lo Ten 
BY. £8 3 . N 4 b 52 : 4 {3 VVA SA I 1 . 4 45 3 725 3 3 16 


— 
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. 5 wo fa der feel it Weir Duty. to o pioteſi An an 47 wi 
gument which ſome Diſtillers, in their Eagerneſs to ſupport the unmixed 

Syſtem of Licence, have advanced, namely, that their Diſcoveries in the 
Art of rapid Diſtillation, though confeſſedly attributable to the Deſign of 
diminiſhing that Rate of Duty which the. Legiſlature, by Laws framed" 
with the Concurrence of their own Napa intended they ſhould 
pay, are the Fruits of a laudable and praiſe-worthy Ingenuity, and en- 
titled not only to Encomium, but to be, rewarded at the Expence of the 
Public. The only fair Way,in which the Argument in favour ' even of 
the Innocence of ſuch Evaſion can be put, ſeems to be this; that the Dif. 
tiller who pays for his Licence. purchaſes the Liberty to. work in any 
Manner, and to any Extent he pleaſes, during the Period of Time for 
urhich ſuch Licence is granted; and indeed it muſt be conſeſſed, that the 
ordinary Senſe of the Word Licence, may be thought to give ſome Coun- 
tenance to that Interpretation of it. When, however, the whole of this 
Matter is conſidered, according to its true Nature, Subſtance, and Hiſtory, 6 
as explained in the foregoing Pages, and more clearly to be traced in a 
Variety of Evidence and Documents in the Appendix of this and the 
former Year, a Doubt cannot remain, but. that it was the common Under- 
ſtanding of the Government and the Diſtiller, when Licence was ſubſti- 
tuted in the room of Survey, that the Rate of that Licence ſhould be fixed 
upon the Principle of an equal Payment, by the whole Body of the Trade, 
for every Gallon of the Spirits which the ſeveral Manufacturers might re- 
TOON e as ous as to 9.206 Neri a: fer r heh or Dil 
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covery made for ſuch Purpoſes as that here explained, it ſeems hardly 
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poſſible that there ſhould be any Difference of C Opinion among thoſe who 


pj give. a ſober and impartial Attention to the Subject. The common In- 


citements to Diſcovery in any Art or Science, are either the Love of Fame, 
cr the Love of Gain; the one the more liberal, the other, in moſt Caſes 


perhaps, the more uſeful Principle. Both in general, when they reſult 


from a conſcious Senſe of the Power to execute that which they excite 


Men to undertake, will ſufficiently provide for their own Gratification 


and Reward, whether of an honorary or pecuniary Nature, Not but that 
it muſt be allowed, that the Practice of our Government and Legiſlature 
warrants the Opinion, that it is often fit the Public ſhould contribute a 
Proportion of ſuch Gratifications and Rewards, whether of the one Sort 
or the other. But that Ingenuity, ſet to work by a Paſſion for Gain, not 
merely ſordid, but intended to be indulged at the Expence of the Com- 
munity, ſhould be openly aſſerted, perhaps by ſome of thoſe who have 


_ practiſed it, to deſerve Panegyric as well as Profit from the Public, can 


, not fail to be Matter of conſiderable Surpriſe. . 


nene 1798, Ap- 
Nadi, P» 331. 
Ibid p. 180, Qy. 
15. with the An- 
{wers thereto. 
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A radical Impetfection of the Licence Das as it hls Kaen ben 
founded on the Contents of the Still, is this, that its Rate of Produce by 
no Means ſolely depends on its Capacity. Whether Two Stills of 40 
Gallons are not preferable to One of 80, has been the Subject of various 
Conjectures and Gueſſes, ſome more, ſome leſs plauſible ; but Your - 


Committee do not find that any one has yet ſuppoſed he has arrived 


at Certainty in this Purſuit, or even perceives within his View the Goal 


which he wiſhes to reach. That more Hands are neceffary for the ſame 


Number of Cubic Gallons in Two or Four Stills of 40 Gallons each, than 
for One of 80, or One of 160, is obvious, and has hs particularly pointed 
out to Your Committee. But excluſive of that Circumſtance, the Problem 


of the beſt Size and Form of a Still, though propoſed to the Speculation 


of the ingenious Artiſt and Chemiſt at an early Period of the Sittings of 


Report 4 798, 
p. 180, Qu. 13, 

| with the Anſwers 
| thereto. 
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Your former Committee, and which had been long before, as it has con- 


tinued fince, the ſpecial Object of the Reſearches of the Trade in Scot- 


land, ſtill remains Mir of the greateſt Scepticiſm and Hefitation with 
the Diſtiller, the Chemiſt, and the Philoſopher, and conftantly meets us 
in a Manner in limine, in our aden dure to ER at OD on the Sub- 


8 yo of rapid DAB 


2 the 5 the ind! Oman of 


Again, When are we to ex 


Charge, or the fitteſt Proportion of Space to be left empty of every Thing 


but Air above the Surface of the Waſh ? When that of the preciſe mathe- 

matical Point of Perfection in the Form, Area, &c. of the Head? When, 
after the A pplication of every Aſſiſtance the Mechanic can invent, may we 
hope to learn how many Hands may be allowed for every Still of a 


* Form and Dimenſions? or is the Legiſlature no longer to wait for 


thoſe 
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thoſe ſtill diſtant Diſcoveries, but to compromiſe with the Trade, 
in faxing arbitrarily a Standard Size and Shape *, or a ſufficient Set of Sizes 55 
and Shapes for the Purpoſes of fixing afterwards, in a ſimilar Manner, an 
arbitrary Depth of Waſh in the Charge, and an arbitrary Rule for the - 
Employment of a given Quantity of Labour and Machinery, a given 
Species and Quantity of Fuel, &c. &c. or a Quantity varying by Rules to 
be fixed by Law, and computed by the Nature and Quantum of In | 
flammability each Sort of Fuel, or rather each Individual Load, Ton, or 
Chaldron, may contain ?—lt is indeed very remarkable, that ſo material a I 
Point as the proper Meaſure of Charge, in a Plan where the Duty is [ 
aſſeſſed invariably on the whole Cavity, is not yet aſcertained, nor ver 
likely to be ſoon diſcovered, - notwithſtanding the numerous ' Attempts. 
which have been made, even within the laſt. TwWo Years, to arrive at ſome 
reaſonable Degree of Certainty in this Matter. The Diſtillers indeed ſeem 
at laſt to have abandoned the Purſuit, as it were, in Deſpair. _ of 


8 
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ls the Strength of Waſh, formed from whatever Sort of Grain, Which 
is beſt adapted to the ſafeſt and moſt profitable Sort of rapid Diſtillation, 
as yet diſcovered ? or have we learned what further Degree of Dexterity 

the Servants of the Diſtiller may poſſibly acquire or be taught? Thoſe 
employed in ſome of the principal Diſtilleries, appear already, in the Juſt- 

neſs and Rapidity of their Manœuvres, to equal or ſurpaſs the boaſted Ce- 

lerity of the moſt improved Sorts of Military Exerciſe and Movements. 

Is ſtill further Improvement to be looked for here; and when the Maxi- 
mum ſnall be found out, will it be juſt or wiſe to ſay to the Diſtiller, 

your Men muſt all be as expert as thoſe at Cannon Mills, Loch- 

rin, or at Craigend, or at leaſt you muſt pay us as if they were? Under 

ſuch a Law, how many Diſtillers is it ſuppoſed would apply, at the Com- 
mencement of the firſt Licence Year after its Eſtabliſhment, to renew 

their Entries ? Some few might ; but all the reſt muſt ſet ahout perfect · 
ing themſelves in this Art of rapid manæuvring, as neceſſary to enable 

them to reap ſome Advantage from the Knowledge they ha ve acquired 

by long Experience, Obſervation, and Exerciſe in that of rapid Evapora- 

tion. If indeed any ordinary Labourer may be taught ſufficient Skill and 

Agility in the Movements requiſite to the Perfection of rapid Diſtillation, 

the above Doubts and Queries are already reſolved. But although this 

ſeems to be the Opinion of one who has had more Opportunities than Appendix (My 
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There is another Ground upon which the Idea of a Model for the Form and Size of Stills has 
become a favourite Object with many People, which is very ſimple and intelligible, and well meriting 
the Attention of the Legiſlature, It is this: That ſuppoſing thoſe Circumſtances (of Size and 
Shape)-nearly indifferent to the Manufacturer for the Purpoſes of his Art and Trade, it would be 

; Conyenient for thoſe of the Revenue, that ſomething fixed in thoſe Reſpecis ſhould be preſcribed, 
becauſe if all Diſtillers ſhould be under the Necellity of uſing the ſame Sort of Stills, Frauds. 
would be more eaſily detected, the Quantity of Spirits made more eaſily aſcertained, and the general 
Duties of the Exciſe Officer more eafily executed. —It will be perceived, that ſuch a Regulation, if 

adviſeable, would be at leaſt as much ſo under Survey as under Licence. 4 5 
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mittee, of perſonal Inſpection, and of Intercourſe 
on the Subject with different Perſons of the Trade, we cannot read the 


Evidence of Mr. Whyte given laſt Year, or the ſtrong Corroboration of 


it in the Proofs laid before ourſelves in this - preſent Seſſion, without 
continuing to think, that to expect from all a Dexterity equal to that of 


- thoſe Workmen who have been trained, and are employed at ſome of the 


Scotch Diſtilleries even now, when there are ſtill many Advances left to 
make towards nen is not a an of ſo clear a N ature as ſeems 


to OY ee 


„ 


B Ur to turn to another and more important Branch of this Subject; 


Alt is to the Syſtem of Licence that the Eſtabliſhment, firſt of One, and af- 
terwards of TWO Lines of Demarcation, between the Lowlands, High- 


lands, and Intermediate Diſtricts, owes its Introduction; —an Eſtabliſhment 
which all, in the Abſtract, ſeem to condemn; which while it remains on 
its preſent Footing will continue to give well- grounded Diſſatisfaction to 
the fair Diſtiller, whether in the Lowland, Intermediate, or Highland Di- 
viſion of the Country; which, for the Sake of the Lowland Manufacturer, 
requires his Licence to be guarded by, and for that of the Revenue, the 


Licences in the Highland and Middle Diviſions to be combined with, 


Survey ; and which muſt ever, while it laſts in any Shape, be the Source 
of Diſcontent, and much real, much ſpecious, imaginary, fictitious, or. 
exaggerated Diſadvantage to the Trader; of much Embarraſſment and 
Difficulty to the honeſt and active Officer; of much Temptation to the 


| idle and unprincipled ; and of perpetual teazing to Government, to the 


Parliament at large, and the Repreſentatives for Scotland individually; ; 
and MT | of a certain and conſiderable Loſs to the Revenue. 1 


It is proper here to ate an Abſtract of the Mito: of tho Lines, by 
tracing chronologically the different Proviſions of the Acts by which they 


were introduced, and have at different Times been varied, together with 


the ſeveral Regulations accompanying them. | 


Prior to the iſt of October 1784, both the Malt made . the Spirits 


diſtilled in every Part of the Highlands (the ſmall Diſtrict of Ferrintoſh 
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Appendix, 5. 402 . 


Vide Supra, p. 44, 


excepted) were by Law ſubject to the ſame Duties as in the other Parts 


of Scotland. The Waſh Act of the 24 Geo, 3. Seſſ. 2, c. 46, $ 45, 


firſt introduced a Diſtinction betwixt them, grounded on- certain local 


Circumſtances ſtated in the Preamble, which recites, That it had 
been found by Experience, that the Laws and Regulations eſtabliſhed 
by the ſeveral Statutes made in Behalf of the Diſtillery of Corn Spirits, 
have not produced the intended Effect, either to the Public Revenue 
or to the People, in ſundry Counties or Diſtricts of the Highlands in 
Scotland, and that upon Account of the inferior Quality of the Grain 
produced in the Places and Limits after deſcribed, the mountainous 


Surface thereof, and the Nature of the Fuel; and that the Regula- 
tions 
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tions by the preſent Statute enacted would be eh defective i. in their 


Application to, or Execution in the ſaid Diſtricts, as the Laws already 
ſubſiſting have hitherto. proved; and the © Privilege and Exemption” 

thereby granted is declared to be (5 46.) for the Purpoſe of promot- 
ing Agriculture and Improvement, for aſſiſting to rear and ſupport 
Cattle, and for accommodating the Inhabitants of the ſaid Places, Pa- 
riſhes, and Diſtricts, with Spirits drawn from their own Grain at 
moderate Rates, ſo as all Pretence for the Commiſſion of Frauds againſt 
His Majeſty” s Revenue may be removed.”—The Limits or Boundary 
of what is thus termed © a Privilege o or e Bah ron are, in $45, de- 
ſcribed to be, : | | | „ 


% The Highland Pariſhes and Dire of the ſeveral Counties of 
Orkney, Caithneſs, Sutherland, Roſs, Inverneſs, Argyle, Bute, Stir- 
ling, Lanark, Perth, e Aberdeen, Kincardine, ans, N airn. 
and rin # : 


Within this 3 das Stills 0 bo licenſed, e on n Paymeiit of an Anil 


Duty of 20 Shillings per Gallon, might be leſs, but were not to be larger 
than Twenty Gallons, including the Heads; © except, in conſequence of the 
Population and Quantity of Grain in any particular Pariſh or Diſtrict, 


it might appear neceſſary to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe to licenſe a Still 


or Stills from Twenty to Thirty Gallons, and of no greater Size or Con- 
tent.” There was no Direction by that Act as to the Quantity of Malt 

or Grain the Diſtiller might uſe, or of the Spirits, to be produced in the 
| Courſe of the Year ;—both however were limited by the Act of next Seſ- 
ſion, 25 Geo. 3. c. 22 (repealing ſo much of the former as reſpected 
the Highlands) and fixed at 2 50 Bolls of Malt free of Duty, and 1660 


Gallons of Spirits for a Still of 40 Gallons, Which was the higheſt 


Size thereafter to be allowed, while none. were to be leſs than of 30 


Gallons. The Licence Duty was, as by the former Act, fixed at 205. per 5 


Gallon of the Still; Licences were to be granted only to Perſons men- 
tioned in certain Liſts, which were Annually to be made out by a Majo - 
rity of the Heritors of each Pariſh, and tranſmitted to the rom e 
of Exciſe, who had Power to approve or limit them to ſuch Number, as 
they ſhould judge the particular Circumſtances and Population of * 
Pariſh or County ſhould require, provided the Number ſhould not be 
leſs than Two for each Pariſh, if ſo many ſhould be demanded; and if 


from Neglect no Liſt ſhould be tranſmitted from the Heritors, the 


Commiſſioners were authorized to give Orders to the Collector of the 
Bounds, to iſſue Licences for the enſuing Year to ſuch - Perſons as they 


ſhould think proper, the Number of which, not to be leſs than Two 


for each Pariſh, if ſo many were demanded, and the Perſons who held 
them. for the preceding Year to have the Preference. In this Act the 
Line or N was B without any Particular Reaſon aſſigned i in 


the 


545. 


was. 


Vide Supra, p. 7. 
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the Law, bertel Part having been eut off from; or excepted in the 


Counties of Dumbarton, Stirling, Clackmannan, and Perth ; and * 
on en en ſo altered was thus deſcribed: | 


„A Line inyinoles at the Boat of Balloch, 1 3 runs 
A0 ths River Leven, and proceeding along the great Military Road from 


| thence by Bucklivie to the Town of Stirling, and from thence along the 
great Road called the Hill Foot Road, on the South Side of the Ochel 


Hills, till it meets with the great Road from Kinroſs to Perth, and along 
the ſame till it comes to the Bridge of Earn, and along the Water of Earn - 
till its Junction with the River el and along that River till it joins the 


German Ocean.” 


This Libe contiaued till the Highland Diſtrict v was ek curtailed, ;by 


the Act of 33 Geo. 3. Cap. 61, which introduced a ne Line: 


7 Beginning (as before) at the Boat of Balloch, where edo 
runs into the River Leven, in the County of Dumbarton, aud proceeding 
Faſtward along the great e et Road from thence to Bucklivie, in 
the County of Stirling; from thence in a certain Line Northward to 
Thornhill; from thence to D and Auchterarder, in the County 


ol Perth, and from Auchterarder in a Line proceeding in a North Eaſt 
Direction to a certain Point Weſt of the Town of Perth, and diſtant 


therefrom Two Miles; and from thence in a Line Northward to the 
Boat of Kinclaven, on the River Tay, in the ſame County of Perth, and 
from thence to Blairgowrie, Alyth, and Kerrymuir, in the County of 
Forfar ; and from Kerrymuir, by the Foot and South Side of the 
Grampian Hills, till they terminate near the River Dee, within Three 
ny to the Weſtward of the City of Aberdeen, and excluding the lame.” 


1 anther, by. the ſame Clauſe, no Still was allowed to be ſag up 


« within Two Engliſh Miles of any Part of the Boundary before de- 


ſcribed, or in any Part or Place within the Counties of Elgin, Banff, or 


Aberdeen, not being diſtant from the neareſt Part of the Sea Shore more 


than Three Engliſh Miles. 
By Seck. 21 of this Act, the Licences granted i in the Highlands w were 


| declared to empower the Diſtillers to diſtil and draw off Spirits from the 
Barley, Bear, or Bigg, of the Growth of the ſaid Counties; and by Sect. 
27, every licenſed Diſtiller, convicted of buying, receiving, or uſing any 


Malt or Grain not the Growth of theſe Counties, forkcited 105. PF 
faſhe), and alſo his Still, Van, and Licence. ON 


By the Ae of 2 5 Geo. 3. c. 22. F. 10. and the above mentioned Act of 
3 0 Geo. 3. c. 61. F. 26, it was provided, that no Spirits, the Manufacture 


ſuch licenſed gg ſhould be allowed to ts out 'of the Highland 
Limits 
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Limits, with or without Petit; by Land or Water, acroſs the Line or 
Bounds therein expreſſed, or from the Coaſts or Ports of the ſaid Counties 
or Diſtricts ; and all Spirits diſtilled within the faid Limits found paſſing. 


to, or in other Parts, or from the Coaſts, were made liable to Seizure and . 


Forfeiture ; and by the Act 35 Geo. 3. c. 59. F. 6. it was enacted, 
That if any Perſon ſhall ſell, deliver, receive, or buy any ſuch Spirits 
diſtilled within the Highland Limits, ſo removed out of the faid Limits 
acroſs the Line deſcribed in Act 33 Geo. 3. © « ON , he ſhall forfeit F OOH, 
Pounds. u 4 


By the Act of 37 Geo. 3. c. 102, the Line or Boundary which had 
divided Scotland into Two Diſtricts, Highland and Lowland, was 


ſhifted, or as it were removed Northwards and more towards the High- . 


lands, leaving an intermediate Space towards the Lowlands, which inter- 
mediate Space, then forming a Third or Intermediate Diſtrict, was not. 


| left to be bounded towards the South exactly by what had conſtituted the ; 


old Boundary between Highlands and Lowlands, but by a new Line 
differing from that Boundary in ſeveral Reſpects. The Northernmoſt 
Line, which now was to divide the proper CORN ies from.the Interme- 
diate Diftriet, is by Sec. 6. deſcribed as follo ws : HY 


6 A place which lies to th Weſtward - or North of a certain 
Line or Boundary, beginning at the Point of Loch Crinan, and proceed- 
ing from thence to Loch Gilpin; from thence along the great Road on 
the Weſt Side of Lochfine to Inverary, and to the Head of Lochfine; from 
thence along the high Road to Arrochar, in the County of Dumbarton 75 
and from thence to Tarbet; from Tarbet, in a ſuppoſed ſtraight Line 
Eaſtward on the North Side of 'the Mountain called Benlomond, to the 
Village of Callendar of Monteith, in the County of Perth ; e thence 
North Eaſtward to Crieff; from thence Northward aloog the Road by 
Ambleree and: Inver to Dunkeld ; from thence along the Foot and South 
Side of the Grampian Hills to Fettercairn, in the County of Kincardine 1 
and from thence Northward along the Road by Cutties-hillock, Kincar- 
dine O'Neal, Clatt, Huntly, and Keith to Fochabers and from 
thence Weſtward by Elgin and Forres to the Boat on the River Find 
horn; and from thence down the ſaid River to the Sea of F indhorn; and 
any Place in or Part of the County of Elgin, which lies to the South- 

ward of the ſaid Line Yeoh n to the Sea of F indhorg,” 


« No Still was allowed to be c nearer than Two Englidl ! Miles 
within the iaid Line or Boundary, nor within any Part or Place within 
the Counties of Elgin or Banff, not being diſtant from the neareſt Part of 
the Shore more than Three Engliſh Miles.” Upon Stills within thoſe 
Parts of the * above deleribed, the Licence My was now madg 
hr 6. 105. | 


a. In 
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In the 1 Piſtrict now eſtabliſhed, Stills were made liable 
to a Licence Duty of . 9 (F. 6), and by 5. 8 the Line to the South 
of this Intermediate Diſtrict, and ane it from oy IR was to 
"M made. out from the following Words | 


"66 i other Part of the Highlands of Seotland, 25 geterſbed in IC | 
Act 33 Geo. 3, c. 61, except the Counties, Parts of Counties, and Places 
hereinbefore | particular]y ſpecified and deſcribed, or within Two Engliſh 
Miles of the Line or rand deſcribed in the ſaid Act of the 3 30 of 
the King.“ g 


In the remote or proper Ui ohland Diſtrict the Allowance o Malt, 
Duty free, for a 40 Gallon Still, was now increaſed to 4.50 Bolls or 2,700 
Buſhels, and in the Intermediate Diſtrict it was Hxed at 500 Bolls or 
| * Buſhels; but, by ſome Omiſſion, the 89 7 700 of Spirits allowed to 
de Annually produced from either of theſe reſpectiye Quantities of Malt, 
was not mentioned in this Act, though it certainly was neceſſary and 
-muſt have been intended. This Defect, however, has been attended to 
and cured in the Act of laſt Seſſion, 38 Geo. 3. c. 92. as well as in that 
of the preſent Year, in both -of which a ſpecific Quantity of Spirits is 
aſcertained, viz. by 38 Geo. 3. c. 92. 2,538 Gallons in the Intermediate, 
and 1,798 Gallons in the Highland Diſtrict, for Three Quarters of a 
Year from 5th July 1798 to 1oth April 1799, for a Still of 40 Gallons 
Content; and by 39 Geo. 3. c. 78, the lame Proportions are obſerved, 
By the latter Act the Surplus Quantity in either Diſtrict is made ſub- 
ject to a Duty of 25. 64, per Gallon inſtead of 3 5, to which it had 
been made liable by the prior Act of 38 Geo, 3. c. 4 partly as a Penalty 
for exceeding the Allowance of what had been conſidered, when. the Li- 
mitation was introduced, to be a fair and reaſonable Quantity for local 
Conſumption. The Surplus Duty was 15. 89. by the Act of 35 Geo. 3. 
c. 59, $ 1. and by the Stat. of 37 C Geo. 3; c. 102. f. 1, was made 24. 84. 


an the proper Highland Diſtrict, and 45. 15 in ah nne, n 
firſt eſtabliſhed by that Att. 


Your Committee, having thus traged: the Origin and 88 of the 
Natutable Diſtinctions in point of Revenue betwixt the Highland and 
Lowland Parts of Scotland, beg Leave to obſerve, that inconvenient as 
this Arrangement may appear, and anxious as all concerned ſeem to have 
been, almoſt ever fince its Inſtitution, to find out the Means of getting 

rid of it, yet the conſtant ill Succefs of every Effort which has hitherto 
deen made to that Effect, creates ſome reaſonable Suſpi picion that it is 
in ſome Sort neceſſarily connected with the Scheme of unmixed Li- 
cence in the Lowlands, while that Scheme leems, on the other Hand, to 


be totally ina. miſſible i in the Mira . 


„ the dr y 
Here 
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Here Your Committee ought perhaps to ſay Ge of the diffe- 
= Fs Attempts. and Propoſals which have been made to remedy the 

Miſchief they have been: treating of; but as they have all proved abor- 
tive, they can be of no further Uſe than to check the too ſanguine Ex- 
pectations of ſome, and too impatient Ardour of others, in regard to future 
Speculation in this Matter.— That the Lines ſhould be aboliſhed all would _ 
agree; but how many are likely to concur in any-given Propoſal for a 
Subſtitute? The Committee have heard, and have thought of many Sub- 85 
ſtitutes, but of none which they can believe it ſafe, prudent, or conſiſtent . 
with their Duty to recommend, without ſome fundamental Char ge in | 
the general Syſtem as now in force throughout ae. N 


They do however feet i it their Duty to add in this Flog that, of the 
Number of Suggeſtions on this Head which have come to their Know- 
| ledge, none appears to them more worthy of the Attention of the Houſe 
than that of Stations, which has been brought- before them by the Com- Appendix (H.1.z,) | 
miſſiones of Exciſe in Attendance upon the Committee. e — 


The Iden, alſo ſtated in the Appendix, of Zing the Amount of the Appendix (D.) 
Licence Duty or Price of Licences in different Places by public Au, 
has ſtruck ſeveral Perſons poſſeſſed of more than common Means of judg- 
ing, as a Hint which, if matured, might poſſibly lead to ſome Ks | 
or Pallation af the Evil of 5 Feen ana i Lines. 8 


As the 1 nde e Syſtem firſt occaſioned the e of the Northern 

from the Southern Parts of Scotland, ſo it alſo gave Riſe to a new 

and complete Diſtinction between the Modes of Aſſeſſment and Collec- 
tion for En gland and Scotland. 


The e Adherence of the 1 to as Uſe of the . 
Survey and actual Charge, or preſumptive Account, from the Waſh, in 
England, ſince its firſt Introduction in 1784, is by many conſidered as a 
conſiderable Argument in favour of the general Preference due to that 
Spocies of Survey, which they contend never has had a fair and ſufficient 
Trial in Scotland. Others, however, whoſe Sentiments are worhy” of : 

_ great Attention, ſeem to be of the Opinion that ſound Policy will alw 
require a different Syſtem, and even a 1 Rate of Duty for the two 
| Countries, ES 


From the Voar 1743 Sonics: as has pen already explained, had been bers, p. 14 
indulged with certain limited Exemptions in reſpect of the Diſtillery 
Duties, and continued to enjoy them in a greater or leſs Degree till 1788, 
when the different Conteſts and Diſſentions between the Trade on the 
one Side and the other of the Tweed, terminated in that Sort of Settle- 5 


ment alluded to in a former Part of this Report. 


But 


i tisfaQtory (and what Arrangement ever will be fo in any Caſe ?) to all the 
Parties intereſted. It ſeems very clear that the preſent Plan, as between 
England and Scotland, muſt have been contrived with great Application 

to the Subject, and great Attention to the Circumſtances of the two Coun- 


tries, and the Situation of the different Parties. It endeavours to ſatisfy 
the Stipulations in the Treaty of Union, and yet to eaſe Scotland in re- 


gard to her internal Conſumption of Britiſh- made Spirits; and while Scot- 
land ſhall continue paying 4% than England on Home Conſumption, a 


Collection eſtabliſhed for England and Scotland may vary from each other, 
that the Terms of the Union have been departed from, ſeems neither 
very ſound in Argument, nor juſt, on any Grounds on which it muſt be 
maintained. Yet ſuch a Complaint, even under the preſent Scheme of 
Aſſeſſment and Amount of Duty in Scotland, has been often urged, and 
too often out of Doors, with conſiderable Impropriety in the Style and 
Manner; and accompanied, to ſay the leaſt, with. Forms of Expreſſion ill 
choſen and ill conſidered, eſpecially 'in regard to any future Meaſure 


of the Amount of the Duty under it. 


Theſe were the Cofifiderdtions which Iser my our edknusieren to re- 
queſt of one of their Members, who has been already alluded to, and who 
Þ. on knew muſt have be ſtowed much Attention oa this Queſtion, and 
had himſelf brought it under their View. in his F. irſt Memorial, to ſtate 
in Writing, for their Information, what he conceived to be the true F orce 
of the Caſe the Scotch Diſtillers think they, can make upon this Point, 
With this Requeſt he readily complied, and has preſented them with a 
brief, but very clear and candid- Explanation of bis Ideas, and, it is to 


Branch. of the Subject. But after this juſt Tribute of Approbation to the 
Conduct of the Gentleman in queſtion on this Occaſion, it is neceſſary to 
add, that—with all the Advantage that Conduct may have afforded to 
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the Syſtem (which he ſtates as introduced by Agreement) unleſs an Op- 


— _ 1 | — = 


belongs“, of reſorting back to an exact Parity between Scotland and 

England, in regard to the Mode of Aſſeſſment, as well as the Amount 
of Duties Vour Committee have no Heſitation in pronouncing their 
clear and unequivocal Sentiments, 1ſt, that the preſeut Diverſity of Duty, 

Form, Mode and Regulations of Aſſeſſment and Collection, is perfectiy 

conſiſtent both with the Letter and Spirit of that ſacred Preaty; and 

2dly, that any new Modification in the latter, or Increaſe in the Rate of 
the former, while an Ty or ak in the Amount of that Rate; 


.. 2 


N 
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\ Gapra, p. 17, 16. Nut it appears from many Se that even r this) in ſome Mea- 
5 fure voluntary and conventional Arrangement, does not prove entirely ſa- 


Complaint by Scotch Diſtillers, merely becauſe the Plan of Aſſeſſment and | 


which Parliament might adopt for a Change im that Scheme, or an Increaſe 


be preſumed, of thoſe of the moſt intelligent Part of the Trade, on this 


the Argument founded on the Articles of Union, againſt any Change of 


tion ſhall be given. to the. Party in that. Agreement, to which he himſelf 
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| as applied to Scotland; hall be preſerved, will be equally confiſtent a 
it. Indeed, they cannot think any more irreſiſtible Proof of tlie Cer- 

tainty of this Sentiment can be brought forward, than that which appears. 

on the very Face of the Statement which has been produced in favout of 

the contrary Poſition, and which they ſincerely think muſt convince every 

Man who can give an impartial Attention to the Words and clear Intent 

of the very Clauſes there cited. Were the Words doubtful, they have 1 

been interpreted, and the Senſe here put upon them confirmed, by by the 

Opinion of the United Legiſlature on the very gubject, at leaſt ever fince vide 8 

the Period of 1743, that is, more mo TIE 1 . n has e 
TONE the UM: Kok HAD "+36 161 oy ao bit ard 06, | 
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© Your: Commintos: will, Jurs alte) maden with kaſertin * One of 

thoſe Clauſes, as it is faithfully cited in the Memorial in queſtion. It 
runs thus, Seeing it cannot be ſuppoſed that the Parliament of G Great 

Britain will ever lay any Sorts of Burthens upon the United Kingdom, bu ; 
what they. ſhall find of Neceſſity at that Time for the Preſetvatio rag 
Good of the Whole, and with due Regard to the Circumſtances and 
Abilities of every Part of the United Kingdom; therefore it is agreed that 
there be no further Exemption inſiſted upon for at Part of the United 


Kingdom, but that the Conſideration of any! is beyond what are 
already agreed on in this Treaty, ſhal FR lelt to: the ee WE. : 
* Parli 1. | . of Great Britain.“ 2p” 7 $9 HAR b | 15 . 45 WY {1} „ „ Art. I. 


Tt has LA been alledzed' to 17 — Eee chat a had © 3 
Law, a juſt Equality « of Duty is not maintained in 955 to | the re- 
ciprocal ' Trade in Spirits between England and Scotland. 
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E | Committee muſt. refer back to that Part of their Report, where an 
Account of the actual State of the reciprocal Duties will be found. It 

there appears, that when the Diſtiller in England chooſes to make 

Spirits to be conſumed in Scotland, he works exactiy under the ſame 

Licence Duty as if his Manufactory were ſituated in Scotland. It alſo n 
appears that the Diſtiller in England, who does not work for the Scotch 

Market, is charged with a Duty of Ten Pence for every Gallon of his 

Waſh, which if he, on an Average, procures from thence only 18 Gal- 

lons of Spirits 3 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, gives exactly . 11d. 

per Gallon ; and finally it likewiſe appears, that when a Diſtiller in Eeot» 

land chooſes to work for the Engliſh Market, he is chatgeable and bound 

to pay, before the landing of his Spirits in England, the Sum of / 4.5.' 7d. 

per Gallon of the ſame Strength. So far therefore there ſeems to be, be- 
tween the Engliſh and Scotch Diftiller, when each is working for the 

fame /Market; a fair Equality to every 'pradtical, Ihtent. the fractional 

e of a of a Penny per Gallon being an Obje& of no Con- 

I I ſideration 
. 
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fleratjon: to. the Manufa@urer; 36 i were. that Difſereneeislim forour. 
of the 'Scotch Diſtiller. But begauſe all preſumptive Charges are ſab. 
ject to a Degree of Uncertainty, and the 100 Gallons of Waſh may ſome- 
times yield more as well as leſs than 18 Gallons, whatever Nicety the 
Manufacturer maybe able or willing to uſe in adjuſting its Strength, 
the Law allowed a Latitude at firſt of Two, but which has been now 
reduced to One Gallon of Spirits, to the Diſtillor in England; for he has 
Credit for 19 Gallons to his 199 Gallons of Waſh. This Sort ef La- 
titude ſeems to have been "well Faeser n in its Principle: and 
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But it is ſaid, on the Part of the Son Maria: aſh glich 
Diſtiller, having it in his Power, will always make his Waſh fo trons 
as: to yield the full 19 Gallons, and if he does he will only pay 45.474 4, 
while the Scotch Diſtiller, paying on the actual Quantity of his 99 pit, 
is always charged his full Duty. If it could be profes, that the Bngtifh 
Diſtiller always in fact does what is here ſuppoſed, the alledged Inequa- 
lity wauld be proved. It is ſaid, that it may be ſhewn by the Exciſe | 
Books, that he has ſometimes, uhen the Uredit was 20 Gallons, à 
extiaGed 194 from his Maſh. This may probably be true, though the Evi- 
denes pf it is notl before Your Committee; but the Queſtion muſt be, 
not what has ſometimęs happened, but what on the Average Produce ; 
wit hin the preſent Limit af 19 Gallons wilt be found to happen. The 
Engliſh Diſtiller will undoubtedly contend, that he bften not” only does 
not extract the 19 Gallons, or fill wp = his 2 as it is called, but Yd : 
he frequently falls Hort of the 18. aner ene ee 5 benen, 


4 1 ut „ 4 


Your Committee. ſhould not, 1 8 Thought, i e to 
go o into any Diſcuſſion in regard to the Proviſions in the Act of Union, 
«relative. to the Subject before them, had it nut bern for the frequent 
Appeals made to it in the Manner they have ated,” by re 
found themſelyes called upon to do away any haſty Impreſſion, which 
thoſe repeated Aſſertions or Inſinuations might have made on any one In- 
dividual in the Kingdom to whom they might haue been addreſſed, and 
to Baie, as * as in them Mow the 1200, ae and 3 a A 


Now Committes oy at firſt Sight e bs PEER to have FACE 
more particular than was neceſſary, in diſcufling the Merits and Demerits 
of the Licence Syſtem, They have been led to employ this minute In- 
veſtigation upon it, by the Confideration that it is 0 Syſtem now eſta- 
blithed, and which oaght not to be'lightly innovated upon, being one 
_— wy" A e cow tet Nene hs Periong 1 in babe TOP 1775 TOP 
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and Fi _ Y the Gold and 8 70 coined: under his Indenture. p 
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ged upon chr as fit to be made perin 


Subject which" concerns dc deeply. 10 e 
Eos | 75 i; all 8 
Foot Committee. « can ba baße 90 Pr gelen, and 7 IHE 9555 4 


enough ps erhaps ty Baſes, th at they would find it 2 difficult if not;.impafy (0) air : 
0 


ſible Tak , in the Choice of Evils, to fix their Option. 23 1 


Survey and unmixed Licence. 
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leben indeed 1 deset in ee enen of this Dickel, tie they 


| have thought themſolves in a Manner compelled to proceed alſo to'exas = 


mine, with the utmoſt Diligence and Attention in their Power, not 6 
the general and crude Ideas of ſome, andthe mote rea ſohable and ſyſte- 


matic Propoſitions of others, in favotir uf a Combination of each, but alſo 8 
to ſtriye themſelves to find out whether ſome ſuch C Combination cult ; 


not be ſb modified and conftiracted;as to preſerve the greateſt:po 
ber of the Advantages of each, and We in as mint Wr 
their Ny 1 5 n n — ut Mn ? 2, #34; . 467 


be rel. 
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the im porta 
wich the Houſe } as * — pleased to Inveſt- them, and whoſe Order has 


impoſed on them Obligation of form 85 rg 8 not 7 Fatt . 
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By, a Syſter, of — 1 to Pa 0 this Conmittte 3 | 
ways underſtood a Method of aſſoſſing, reckoning, and levying the Duty 


in the Progreſs of the Manufacture, by Account; either actual, pre ſump- 
tive, or both, of the Quantity produced, ſi 


aſcertaining Quontity, Strength, e i i ow nbd : 


dome Perſons; 'whoſe Communications have been 1410 before We 85 
mittee, ſeem at Times to have apprehended thit it had been meant to 


uſe the W hen ſo contraſted, in its more extended denſe of general 
Iriſpection; or where ſuch Peiwns have conceived it alſo to imply Ac. 
count, this has only been under the Idea of taking ſuch Account for the 
collateral Purpoſes of preventing Fraud, or of acquiring a Knowledge 
of Pacts and Circutniſtances for future Uſe, without the preſent Appli- 


cation of them to any Computdtion or Collection of the Duty which 
the Manufacturer, during ſuch Inſpection with Account, may be gra- 
dually i incurring in the Progreſs of his Work. As to that laſt Sort of 
Survey, it is hardly poſlible to conceive any Syſtem of Licence to which 


it 


- DISTILLERIES IN SCOTLAND. ; * 


700 who we — entitled uch candid and 8 Attention 0 on 5 


tant Though limited Nature of” the F unctions and Duty with 


ch: Account being taken and 


kept by the Others of Ekeife i a Courſe of conſtant Inſpection, and 
\Weight, or other e or en Nr 1 
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it, muſt not nadie in ſome Shape and Degree. But any ſuch Syſtem, | 

with only ſuch a Survey annexed, does not fall within ae very accurate 
Idea of a combined Mode of Aſſeſſment and Collection. This, however, 
is the Sort of Junction which has ſometimes been treated of as ſuch a Com · 
bination, but with more Accuracy, or rather with a clearer Perception of 


the Diſtinction here explained, bas at t others been called * A l of 
| Licence guarded by Survey.” PE Wo on EI, 


Another Error has been fallen into on t this d b 776 tho 125 . 5 
ſuppoſed that the temporary Act of laſt Seſſion, which Circumſtances 
have induced the Legiſlature to continue, with certain Akterations, in 
the preſent for a further limited Time, was framed upon the Idea, that 
its Proviſions contained the beſt Principle of Combination which had 
then occurred to the Legiſlature. The contrary of this is indeed well 
| known: to thoſe who remember the Proceedings of laſt Year, or carefully 

attend to the Proviſions of the Act itſelf. That Act was merely paſſed 
in conſequence of the Diſcovery Government had made, that the Spirits, 
both manufactured and making, under the Licences the Trade was then 
poſſeſſed of, far exceeded the eee which it had been ſuppoſed they 
could amount to, and which therefore would be accumulated to ſuch a 
Degree as to reduce the Rate of Duty, if conſidered as {pread over the 
_ agg gre gate Produce, much under what it Was thought juſt and fit the i 
Viſtiller ſhould pay; or if computed as confined to, the Quantity to 
which the Licence muſt fairly be ſuppoſed to extend, would leave all the, 
Surplus Produce actually made entirely diſcharged of Duty, and perhaps 
frultrate the Collection of any Revenue whatever on the Conſumptian of 
the Whole or Part of the enſuing Year, In that Situation, Parliament 
thought it right to ſecure a Revenue, in ſome Degree adequate to the in- 
| tended Grant on theſe Diſtilleries in the Acts for providing the Ways 

and Means for the Supplies of that Year for which the Licences had been 
dreated, without directly meddling with the Amount ſettled and under- 

admitted of, neceſſarily left the Inequality under the Licences, as affect- 
ing Men who worked with different Degrees of Rapidity, juſt as it ſtood 
before. It therefore neither cured, nor could ever have been expected to 


die, that particular Evil; but it did in ſo far introduce and furniſh an 


experimental Trial of the Combination of Survey with Licence we 
have explained, as it provided the Means of ſecuring on every Gallon: of 
Spirits, which ſhould in future be diſtilled under the current Licences, an 
egua / Duty, to the Amount of One Shilling per Gallon, and alſo attempted, 
and the Event has proved with a reaſonable Degree of Succeſs, to recover 
back Part of the preſumptive Duty which had been ene la. 35 
ee in a ref e d of he 8 Wn Alec Ord» 
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Having thus deſeribed the Principle of the new Aſſeſſment under that 


Bill, it is right, and it gives much Satisfaction to your Committee, to be 


able to ſtate that they have now a certain Knowledge, that the Revenue has 
gained thereby, or rather hab ſaved out of the Loſs it was daily incurring 


by rap id Diſtillation, a Sum of between L. 40 and V. po, ooo, beſides other 


Booſh reaped under the Act, among the chief of which muſt be reckoned: 
the total Abolition of the ſcandalous Practice of diſtilling on Sundays, 
which had before that Time prevailed, and until the Deciſion of the 
Houle of Lords, i in the Caſe of Eaſton et al. v. the Comm ſioner of Exciſe, 
had been even inſiſted Apo as ee ROTO in a Are W e 'by 
the Law of the Land. : 7777 
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Hlaying thus delia Wencke ths! Seärbte of laſt ve Your 


WE be ee will here take ſome Notice of the Objections which have been 
| de to a Proviſion in it, impoſing a Duty on the Raw Grain made uſe 
of in Diſtillation; and at the ſame Time will make a few Obſervations 


on a general Claim for Abatement of D Duty, ſtated on the Part of thoſe 


Diſtricts where a Sort of inferior Grain is ſuppoſed chiefly to grow, un- 


fit as it is ſaid for malting, and for which an e Price can e be 


obtained from the Diſtillers. | : | 


If on farther Ineetigaribd' it Gould come ob in fact, a8 many y frail} 


believe the Caſe to be, that the Mixture of Raw Grain with Malt, renders 
A diſtilled Spirit leſs wholeſome or even leſs palatable than that made 
from pure Malt, the Motives which appear to have induced the Committee 


of laſt Vear to recommend the Duty in queſtion, muſt derive conſiderable 


Aid from that Circumſtance. Their chief Motives probably were, to 
benefit the Revenue by a more equal Taxation on all Grain manufactured 
into fermented Liquors, and to prevent the Diſtiller from enjoying any 
Advantage, in reſpect of the Duty on his Material, over the Brewer. Be 
that however as it may, the Proviſion in queſtion has certainly been 


more generally objected to than could have been expected, after the ſtrong 


Recommendation it received from various Quarters before it was adopted. 


Such Objections have been urged repeatedly in Publications, in the Re- 
preſentations of ſome Diſtillers, and of other Perſons perhaps more im- 


partial, and indeed in ſome of the written Statements which have been 
called for by Your Committee. The moſt prevalent is cloſely connected 
with the Arguments we have alluded to, in favour of different Rates of 
Duty ſor different Parts of Scotland. It is ſaid, that weak Barley and 


the Bear which is grown in cold, unkindly Soils, ſuch as are more com- 
monly found in the Highland and Northern Parts (owing to frequent 


| Rains, and the uſval lateneſs of the Harveſt in thoſe Parts) ſeldom ripens 
in an equa/ and perfect Manner, and that on that Account it can ſcarcely 
afford the Expence of malting ; but that while it might be diftilled free 
of the Malt at ihe it found a ready Market with many of the principal 


K | DDiſtillers; 


] Ys 3.C, 92. 6 14. | 


Appendix (A. 17.) 


| Report 1792, 
Appendix, p. 419. 


Appendix (M.) 


Supra, p. 4. 
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Diſtillers; yk that- 5 make little Diſtindion Gs. ſuch in- 
ferior and better Grain, except in the different Prices they chooſe to give, 
and which they ſeem to regulate more by the Difference. of Weight 


than by the Conſideration of any other Quality. Thoſe Diſtillers declare 


that they can no longer afford to purchaſe, an and the Growers complain 
that they can no longer find a Price adequate to the Expence of raiſing 


their Crops of this inferior Bear and Barley. They certainly cannot 


look for the ſame Price as before, becauſe the Diſtiller muſt now pay to 
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Government a Part of the aggregate Sum which, before the Raw Grain 
Duty, he was accuſtomed and able to give to them ; but it may be aſked, if - 


this Grain coſts you ſo much, and ſells for ſo little that you cannot afford to 


bring it to Market, though you till ſave the Expence of the malting, in 
Competition with the ſound, rich, and heavy Barley of the South Country 
and of England, why do you continue to raiſe it? To this the Anſwer 


given—but i it ſhould ſeem, from its Purport, not by thoſe who uſed to ſell 


to the Lowland Diſtillers—is this: Bear or Barley is neceſſary for our 


Land, in the proper. Succeſſion of Crops, i in order to clean it; and while 


the Highland Diſtiller ſhall continue to be prevented from bringing better 
Grain 13 the Lowlands, he would purchaſe ours, for he uſed to do ſo 
before the Raw Grain Tax, and, uſing it in Diſtillation, he not only 
would produce his principal Article, viz. Spirits, for our local Conſump- 
tion, but alſo furniſh large Supplies of Draſ or Grains which would 


ſerve to fatten, our Cattle, &c. whoſe Dung yields a valuable Manure 


neceſſary for the due Cultivation of our Land. It might ſeem not un- 


fair to reply here, that, according to the Declarations of ſeveral Highland 


Diſtillers, in their Papers tranſmitted to the Treaſury in 1797-8, and to 
be found at the End of laſt Year's Report, their Profit is ſo little as to 
raiſe a Doubt, whether it would not be better for the Farmer in thoſe 
Parts not to ſell his Grain to ſuch Diſtillers, but to uſe it in the Straw 


Either green or ripe directly as Fodder. It would undoubtedly be a more 


nouriſhing and ſtrengthening Food, and probably ſupply a richer Manure 
than can be furniſhed by Draff, as that is nothing but Grain deprived, in a 
great Degree, of its moſt nutritious Part, viz. the ſaccharine and much of 


the mucilaginous Matter which enters into its Compoſition.— Vour Com- 


mittee will be pardoned for hazarding this Suggeſtion, in Oppoſition to 


the Opinions of the Perſons the moſt intereſted and the moſt able to 
form a Judgment on this Subject, and whoſe Practice affords the beſt 
Proof of their Sincerity. The ſame Practice oppoſes itſelf to the Doubt 
which may ariſe, how far they would not do well to conſider of the Ad- 
vantage they might gain by ſubſtituting ſome other and leſs ,precarious 


Crop, as Rye perhaps, in the Place of Barley or Bear. We will not 


purſue this Argument farther, except by ſtating, that ſagacious and well- 


informed as the Inhabitants of that Part of Scotland are known to be, 


they ate not totally exempt from the Dominion of Cuſtom and Prejudice, 


whoſe Influence ſo often warps the Judgment of Mankind even in 


Venen of Intereſt and — Concern. 
But 


— 
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But there is another Conſideration on this Topic not to be entirely 
1 in this Place. Is it ſound Policy for the Public, or in its ultimate 
Effect is it beneficial to the Individual, by Inequality in the Duties pay= 
able on the ſame Article, ſuch as Grain or Spirits (even if produced of in- 

i ferior Quality and at more Expence, and fetching a leſs pecuniary Return, 

in proportion to that Expence, in one Part of the Country than in another) 

to endeavour to balance as it were the natural Advantages of each, and to 
eſtabliſh a Sort of Level where Nature herſelf ſeems to have created a mm 
verſity? The Arguments belonging to this Matter are very numerous; 
thoſe againſt ſuch Attempts may ſeem to the Theorift to predominate; 
but they appear to have been outweighed, in the Opinion of the Legiſla- 
ture, in various Inſtances, by other Conſiderations which muſt have exiſted 
in favour of ſuch local Expitipgont and Abatements ; Your Committee 
therefore, on the preſent Occaſion, think it their Duty not to ee any 
decided Opinion againſt ſuch Authority, and will merely beg the Leave 
of the Houſe to obſerve, that thoſe laſt mentioned Arguments, een 1 
cogent they may be ſuppoſed to be, muſt be of a different Claſs from the 

former, and rather of a political Nature than drawn from Principles of 
Finance or Agriculture. Should thoſe we have hinted at againſt Inc- 
quality of Duty, ever ſucceed in. convincing the Underſtandings of the 
People in the Northern Diſtricts, it is not to be queſtioned but that they 

_ themſelves will take the Lead in propofing to Parliament the Abolition of 

Diſtinctions, which, on that Suppoſition, they will eeaſe to think advan- 
tageous, which they muſt know to be invidious, and which, if hey con- 
ſent to relinquiſh them, can no 5 1 claim to 5 on . . 222 | 
Foundation of Prudence and Be 8 | 


In the mean time Eber pe cannot, on any Anne which drive 1 
been ſtated to them, be perſuaded, that they ought to recommend the Abo- 
lition of the Raw Grain Duty introduced laſt Year, Indeed it would be un- 

becoming, and perhaps culpable in them ſo to do, during the very Seſſion 
in which the Legiſlature has thought fit to paſs an Act for its Continpance. 


The Committee having i in the foregoing Pages „„ as accu- 
rately as they could, to eſtabliſh the real State of the main Queſtion in 
the Subject referred to them, they will now proceed to ſubmit to the 
Houle the Outline of a Plan, which, if it can be properly filled up, might 
1 perhaps be found to anſwer better than either of its integral Parts, the 
| Joins Purpoſes of the Revenue; the Manufacturer, and the F armer. 


ft. I N the firſt Place the Aſſefinent of a conſiderable. Portion of the 

whole Duty ſhould continue to be made by Licence, ſufficient in its Pro- 
portion at all Events to ſecure, by anticipated Payments and otherwiſe, | 
A 5 and certain Sum from every legal n Sigh 
2d. 1036 


my 


e 
1 5 


* 


Go © e Eo i tac Jour 
- 2d; The test of the Duty ſhould be confidered as commencing at the 


Point where' the Diftiller ſhall be found to have worked out his Licence, 
and to be levied according to the ſureſt Plan that can be deviſed by aftual 
or preſumptive Account, or both, of the full Quantity of Spirits produced. 
The exact Amount of the Licence Duty will not perhaps be very ma- 

terial; it ſhould be fixed within the Limits of exceſſive Rapidity on the 
one ind; and the flow Work of ond . ngongha and AS ASE Manu- 
4 ferien on ogg other.” "Ng 
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an Account kept by the Exciſe Officer, and checked and proved by 


Gauge, Admeaſurement, Weighing, Aſcertainment of Strength &c. by the 


Saccharometer and Hydrometer, in the different Stages of the Manufac- 
ture (but theſe Checks to be ſo applied as not to interrupt, in a Manner 


injurious to the Manufacture, the Conduct of the different Proceſſes) and 


2 alſo tho nen e wen m4 NE me TI 15 b eh had oy 


* 


ad Evi loch e 1 Checks, the Officer ſhould form a als 


40 progreſſive Account Current, between the Licence Duty and the 
Quantity of Produce, according to the Rate ae Gallon which the Ma- 


ee is ultimately to account for. 


+ tha This Account ſhould be 3 frequently, and ſettled at ated 
Periods ; and if the Diſtiller ſhould at any Time give Notice of an In- 
tention of ceaſing his Work, the Balance at the Time of ſuch Ceſſation, 
if in favour of the Revenue, (i. e. if he ſhould appear to have made a 
greater Quantity of Spirits than the Portion of his Licence Duty for the 
Time elapſed was ſufficient to cover) the Amount of the fixed Rate 
of Duty on each Gallon of the Surplus ſhould be immediately 


OS 
6th. But if it ſhould happen. that he ſhould not have worked during 


5 the Time up to the juſt Apportionment of his Licence Duty, he ſhould 


be at Liberty to 80 on; and ſo tolies quoties to the End of his Licence 


Year. 


* 


th. At the End of uch Year a ke ned ſhould be ſtruck, and 


the whole Surplus Duty ariſing on the general Exceſs of Work over the 
Licence, forthwith paid; and no Return of Duty on the Account of 
any ſuppoſed leſs Quantity of Work or Produce than had been covered 


by the Licence ſhould ever be made, unleſs in particular Caſes to be 
aſcertained by Law, as Fires, Bankruptcies, or Deaths; the eſſential 
Principle of Licence being to preclude ſuch Return of Duty, by railing 
A conclulive Preſumption to its full Extent guns the Manufacturer, 


- who. 


* 


S 


( 
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. who, if it is not ſo highly calculated as to exclude' the fair Latitude and 
Freedom which ought to be allowed him (having embarked voluntarily 
on that Condition) can never complain of ſuch anticipated nen 

of bis Sil, as to Tart © 1 tbe Kaen enter him "ne _y RAN 
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yo VR Conllditees Ray T 1 1624 Houſe will n. not . OM 
as . G a determined Opinion, concerning the few Details here given 
of this very ſcanty Outline, to which, fey. as. they are, they 1 
thought it right to confine themſelyes. They indeed have ſtated them 
more to illuſtrate and exemplify their Notion. at this Sort. of Combination, 
which they are, on the whole, inclined. to recommend, than for the Pur- | 
oſe or with the Intention of delineating a full and regular Scheme cou 
tufted « on ſuch a Combination ; and they will leave the Matter here, obſe © 
ving only, 1ſt. That if the Mode thus ſuggeſted can be carried into Practice, 
the Licence Duty, though taken at a low Rate, will probably yield a greater 
Sum (i. e. the proportional Number of entered Gallons will be greater 
than it would produce on a much higher Scale, if the Survey Duty were 
not ſo annexed as to meet the Diſtiller, whenever, by accelerated Work, 
he comes to paſs the Boundary of his Licence. ad. That the propoſed 
Method of Aſſeſſment is likely to bring to a pretty ſure Teſt the real Opi- 
nions of the ex perienced and ſkilful among the Manufacturers, on ha 
ee Points of rapid Work, Strangth 75 Waſh, Raw Grain, e. 


The Adoption of a any Plan of this Sort 111 of courſe a of 5 7 
ments, both in the Part of it which conſiſts of Licence, and in that which: 
is taken from the Syſtem of Survey, as well as of every poſſible addi- 
tional Security new and better Checks may be, AN to a ene 1 h 
could have been adapted to either Syſtem, ſepara tely.. 


P Wes oe ks Ie 


c 1 
> + ; 5 3 * * 1 * * * 7 


Ihe 8y ſtem of Licence, framed as it exiſts at OP on the 3 of 0 
the Still, ids been ſhown to be in that very Circumſtance extremely de- 
fective. Pethaps the Quantity of Grain Which the Diſtiller works up 
into Spirits in the Courſe of the Vear, eſpecially if that Quantity is taken 
by Weight and not by Meaſure *, would be the beſt Teſt or Criterion, 
ſhort of an exact Account, of the Quantity, of Spirits manufactured, and 
of the Quantum of Duty he ought to pay. It would clearly be a much 
better Teſt than the Number of Times in Which he charges and diſ- 
charges his Still, including both the firſt and ſecond Diſtillation, can ever 
be rendered. But to get at an actual Account of the Quantity of Grain, 
is N as difficult as it is to take the n Account of the 8 Spirited 11 | 


a bed ants 


3 — ß am. Na, 
* 7 & 
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5 This we _ the laſt Act, as to the Raw Grain, 39 Geo, 3. 6 78 $1 12. The Combi a 
| nation of e _ nn in n 2785 . come * nearer to a Perſes Teſt, 
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d. The Wach i zonſidered as 4 proſumptive Method of 
getting at the Quantity of Gtain by Retroſpett, as it is proſpectively os 
Betting at the Quantity of Spirits. Upon this Train of Obſervation, it 
may be worth „ uhether the dyſtem of Licence, if to be eon- 
tinued in Whole or in Part, might not be advantageouſly transferred from 
the Size of the Stills, to the Strength of the Waſh and the Size of the 
Veſſels in which it is contained; and whether, if ſuch an Idea were to be 
adopted, t there might not be 3 5 Gradations of Strength of Waſh al- 
Appendix (O.) lowed, according to a Suggs eſtiop to be found 1 in the Appendix, ſo as to 
open à Latitude to the Diſtiller, with regard to the Dilution or Coneentra- 
tion of the Walh he might think it moſt for his. Advantage to employ ; the 
Evidence both of laft V. Vear and this, having fully « eſtabliſhed that a diluted 
1 Wath extracts more irit than one more ſtron 8. and concentrated, and, as 
| Report 1798, Ap- ps think, Spirits of a finer Quality . Laſth i it may be remarked here, 
4 3 199, &c. there is a 0 ae;uble Degree of Analogy in Princi ip hetween pre- | 
W Peadix (O.) " ns Charge, and Aﬀeſſment by Licence, and that the former ſeems a 
| Sort of middle Term between Licence on che one! Hand and e As- 
count by Survey on the other. 85 5 


An Aboli thn of the Lins of Banz will e be 
thought a neceffary Part of any permanent Syſtem; and if an Indul- 
. gence in reſpect of Duty is deemed to be juſt, or at leaſt expedient, 
in certain Caſes, it may perhaps be found more reaſonable to grant it, 
under a Reſtriction as to the Quantity to be manufactured, to par- 
ticular Places, in whatever Piſtrict or County they may be ſituated, 
where there is a Difficulty of Acceſs to, diſtant Markets, either for 
the Purchaſe of the Material or the Sale of the manufactured Com- 
modity, and to leave it to be aſcertained, by particular Repreſentations. 
addrefled to Government, the Court of Exchequer, or the Board of 
Exciſe, to what Caſes ſuch Wü s ſhould be extended. On this 
Idea it might be provided, after the Abolition, of the Lines, and the 
Eftabliſhment for the Whole of Scotland of a general Rate, Part hy Li- 
cence and Part by Survey, that i it ſhould be lawful ber Parties to make ſuch 
Application, ſtating the particular Grounds thereof, for the Purpoſe, of 
enabling thoſe who are to decide, to form a Judgment as. to the Propriety, 
of granting the propoſed Abatement of Duty; that ſuch Statement ſhould 
contain a Repreſentation of Circumſtances, ſuch as the Law. ſhould have. 
made neceſſary, as a given Diſtance from the Sea, Coaſt, Highways,. and 
_ navigable Rivers, and large Cities and, Towns ;, the Nature of the Soil and. 
Quality of the Crops within a given Diſtance from the propoſed Situation; 
&c. and, laſtly, the Pretenſions of the Applicant, in point of Character, 
and other Merits and Claims ; that all this ſhould be backed by a Certi- 
cate from a given Number of Porſons of-a certain defined” Rank and Re- 
. — as donn eilte. Sen. Sheriffs Depute 


. 


0 There are Limits, however, to the Deas of Dilution which 5 the Extration of 
the greateſt Quantity of Spirits-/ide the Experiments and Obſervations of Mr, Skene Keith on 
this Point; Appendix (N.) 2. 3. 


x „ 


a59993- DIS TILLERIES IV "SCOTLAND. % 


'and Bubllitute, c.; dhat then che Board of ER le, if 1 hg Bitetglien 
ſhould be veſted in them, Thould ſtin have a Negative, the Conde of 
which they ſhould tecotd; but that when the Perinition fheuld * 
been granted, and continued without -Complaint or public Ticonvenitiice 
for a certain Time, as for Inſtance To or Three Years,” it Mould nbt be 
reſumed as to the Place, unleſs on ſome Change of Circumſtances ; but as 
to the Perſon, it ſhould ceaſe and be only renewable Un à new Terdthkes 
of Character at the Commencemeht efercry Vent; that the Exbile Bk 
in exercifitig their Diſcretioh, ſhould have fegiid, befdes "The Circthch 
landes already enumerated, to the Facility with Whith the Survey of Men 
2 reſtricted Manufactory might be eitried dd, in Rpt bf thi Refidetit 
and other Duties of the Officer in whoſe Diftriet it by ed fall; Aud hat 
ſuch a Still as ſhould be permitted in the Way ropoſed ſhou 1 . be — 
nearer than 4 rraſonable afcertained 1 Iiſtanice fr rom another O the a1 : 
Sort; 8 217 ſhould lever be more than N I f its Size th . . ; 


. : 605-84; Þ bf x # 3 
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Your Committee have ought it their particular Duty to ke: Bo 
Fr ry into that Part of the Diſtillery Laws which forms a } Fenlegn ble 
neh of the Criminal Jari ru ENCE « of Scotland. . . 


- ; 75 # K * 
r 4 
; | 13 
4 


But as che Law in thit Reſpect is in many Points comes Il the 
other Matters which fall under the general Denomination Fa they 


cannot enter into much Detail on the Subje, without pin _ 7 
Bourids of the Referen Ce made to them by the Houſe, od bo 


In general i may venus by followiky from the Evidens 26 lie : 
tion before them, that th Defeds i inputed or tele eto 10 f Title 


in the legs Code of Scotland, either 1 to its Provitions or Executions | — 4 
1 . „ 3 12333 


1 The alledged 13 lad illegal Proceedings b before Juſtices 
of the Peace, ariſing often from Motives of gdod' Nature; Baetimes f 4 
Neglect, ſometimes from . A of their Dune! and lometinies irom a 


_ Wilful Tranſgreflion of the Law. 


2. The Want of a proper laden 6 cone th ele or pan K 
the Delinguency of the Magiſtrat es. | 


3. The: - gioat Delay and Hxpener hay "Y Gi Beger nc a 
ds Pri ions in the” Court of Exthequer of Storlarid, 


4. The Accumulation. and conſequent Suſpenſion: of a gent Deal of; 
Buſineſs, from: the Multiplicity of Informations- and Complaints in the 
Form of Memorials, Letters; and otherwiſe, which: are lodged with the 
ae Board of i and ber Courſe of n ren 


\ W. * 
. 8 4 . *. 2 2 * #4 , * 
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75 
ways referred to, gh in order. that be may report. thereon, before e 
Order is given upon. them for Proſecuti tion, or other Diſpoſal of the ſame, 


Py Cl "onfiderable U ncertainty in regard to the” Interpretation or 5 | 
1 as to the Extent of the mann 0 tt for e xo Penal- 


' 


m7 rift ; 


For theſe Evils various Remedies. have. been 3 The . 
5 appears to be, ſome, new Tribunal or Juriſdiction, to be ex- 
erciſed within a reaſonable Diſtance. of the Reſidence of the Parties, and 
which ſhall unite the Advantages of Diſpatch; legal Knowledge, a ſum- 
mary Mode of Proceeding, Certainty, Impartiality, and a Diminution of 
52 Expenee « of bringing the Matters in Vitis on to 8 Deciſion. 


WOE N of ? Fl of : 
£ - "4 . 
bt 


Among the Evils ariſing 788095 Defeats in in th, 4 nell, © or in 1 its 4 wo 
cution, none has been more inſiſted upon, or with greater Reaſon,. than 
e glaring and ſhameful Number of Perſons, in different Parts of the 


ties veſted in the Juſtices of the Peace. 


Sp WE NNE 


Country, particularly the guns, who work without Licence, or any 


Payment of Duty. 
"Phe Il Effects of this Miſchief to the counts 7 by the 1 e 


of habitual Idleneſs, Diſhoneſty, and Drunkenneſs, are obvious; as is in 


like Manner the Loſs occaſioned thereby, both to the fair Trader _ 
the Revenue; Effects, the n TION Pu 5 remain been 


the Power of Calculation, „ I Tp op 1 0 


2 


owe ver, to which FR Evil 5 


11 


The Extent, TP may in 7 Sort 


be conjectured by a Reference to Three remarkable Pieces of Evidence; 


1. The Account in the Appendix of laſt Vear of the Seizure of 950 
unlicenſed Stills, in the Courſe of the Year 1797. 2. The Evidence to 


be found in the preſent Appendix, of the enormous and avowed Manu». 


facture of Whiſkey carried on with unlicenſed Stills in the Iſland. of 


hay, 3- The Statement, by a Diſtiller in Roſsſhire, of the Proceed- 


ings at a Meeting or Exciſe Court of the Juſtices of that County i in the 
ow of laſt Winter, which will alſo be found in the eee, i: 10 


Theſe 3 * hot Tein wei to ariſe from Defects i in the 155 „ 
nor entirely from the Want of its due Execution. 


ad £73 . 


Under the Pirf Conſideration it may perhaß $ *. Gt to make ome 4 400 , 


Proviſions, rather however with a View to adjuſt, on a new and more equal 
Plan, and to ſecure the proper Enforcement of exiſting Penalties and For- c 


feitures, than uſeleſsly to ſwell the dead Letter of our unexecuted Laws, 
by a diſguſting Addition to the Catalogue of chat Sort of Sanctions. But 
it ſeems on all Hands agreed, that ſevere Prohibitions ſhould be enacted 
againſt the Manufacture of Stills, and diſtilling Apparatus, by any other 
Perſons than authorized and licenſed Artizans, and againſt the Sale, Pur. © 


chaſe; or uſing of ſuch prohibited Stills and — 


FE | Under 


— tis Second Yeadyit ma 5 fox right that. the Scheer 1 

f Fele ſhould, by ſome regular B . of Orders and. Inſtructions, 1 To he 
commanded, and the Juſtices. of the "Peace. in ſome. effeQual Way. (63 

ſuch can be, deviſed), admonilhed,. to uſe more Vigilance and Unifo ormity 

in the Detedion, and, when detected. in che bee of Offende re 


wy, our Committee, for the Reaſon "they have above alledged, do bot 
ME it will be expected of them to ell at preſent with more Far- a 
ticularity into à Dilcuffion of this important Branch of the Subſeck 8 
before them. They were happy to obſerve a Paſſage in the Report o 1 
the Board of Exciſe, dated 13th March 1799, which, ſtates, that it had Appendix (R 4. 
been for ſome Time under the Conſideration of the Law. Servants. of =_ 
Crown in Scotland, and that ſome Progreſs had then been made, 5 
ſeveral Steps taken, to bring 1 it. to Maturity. | They have the Pleaſure to 
add, that they have good Reaſon to believe the Diligence of thoſe 
Jearned and. reſpectable Perſons has not abated, as well; as that the ſerious 
Attention of the venerable Judge who preſides, in the Court of Exche- 


S 


deen In fuch Hands it Hl aye remain for the ga me? y will 
y to commiunicate, 


In 1 1 meantime Your Een e will 110 ak that one of the = 
thrown out in the Exciſe Report laſt mentioned, ſeems to them ſubject 
to a conſiderable Degree 'of Difficulty, namely, the "Suggeſtion that 1 it : 
might be right to veſt, either in the Court of Seſſion or the Court of 
Exchequer in Scotland, a Power ſimilar to that exerciſed by the King's 
Bench over the Proceedings 3 and Conduct of Magiſtrates in England. 
That Power, as far as Judicial Cenſure and Puniſhment are concerned, : 
is Part of the ſuperintendant Criminal Juriſdiction of that ſupreme N 
and as ſuch veſted in it from the earlieſt Times by the Common Law 05 
the Kingdom; and even its Authority in ſetting aſide or amending thoſe 
Orders and Convictions of Juſtices, which ſeem on the firſt Wie and 
in their Intention and Effects, to be perhaps? rather of a civil than criminal 
Re 21870 in moſt Cales en be given, or at leaſt 5 do 9 


If there exiſts Ne" no 5 in Heotland ſuch a 1 8. 0 Cena 
and Review of the Proceedings of Juſtices of the Peace in that Country, 
it is a Chaſm of a ſingular Sort in the Laws of a People fo long civilized, 

and ſo juſtly. celebrated for their Learning in the Science of Juriſprudence ; ; 

but if that ſhould, on full Inveſtigation, turn out to be the Caſe, it 
will become a Matter of a grave Nature and doubtful Iflue, to deter- 
mine to which of the ſuperior Courts of. Scotland, the Court of Seſlion, 
of  Juſticiary, or SEN. it may be 5 561 Proper. to annex A,new Jug 
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Ao on uad 
Hidickion of that 1180 to the Court of Exchequer, Rich is (amongſt 


the Three) chiefly, or rather indeed almoſt excluſively, converſant 


in the Adminiſtration of the Revenue Laws, and with which' the do- 
meſtic Judicature of the Magiſtrate is in regard to many Parts thereof 
concurrent, but whith is not a Court of Criminal Juriſdiction; — to the 
Court of Seſſion; which it is believed, in its general Deſcription, is alſo not 
a Court of Criminal Juriſdiction, but the Limits of whoſe ſuperintending 
Powers are faid to be both of a very tranſcendant and of a ery 9 
Nature or to the Court of Juſticiary. | 5 


Your Committee hed think it may be uſeful to advert to he 1 
Caution of the learned Perſons who appear to have had this Subject for a 
conſiderable Time in their Contemplation, contraſted with the haſty Fa- 
cility of thoſe Individuals, who on this and every ſimilar Occaſion, are ſo 
apt to obtrude on the Public their crude and ill-digeſted Schemes for 
mending the Criminal Law, with regard to any Matter which they hap- 
pen to be im pelled, by whatever particular Motive, to conſider. Whether 
their Object be, that a large Amount of any Sort of Duty ſhould be raiſed, 
or that the Intereſts of the fair Trader fhould be protected againſt the 

Speculations of the Smuggler, their firſt Thoughts are frequently turned 
to demand an Increaſe in the Number and Severity of Pains and Penal- 
ties; to a Cenſure of the Legiſlature, on the Ground that thoſe which they 
would recommend have not ſooner been created; or of the Executive 
Government, becauſe they are, if already exiſting, not more rigidly en- 
forced not waiting to reflect, that ill- adapted Mulcts, Forfeitures, and 
corporal Puniſhments, tend by their Operation to augment the Evil they 


are meant to remedy ; and that it is not given to every preſumptuous In- 


dividual to employ, with Safety to the Public or Credit to himſelf, his 


 tin{kilful and ſacrilegious Hands in the Improvement, Reparation, or Em- 


belliſhment of the niceſt and moſt delicate Part of the Temple of Juſtice. 


| Your Committee can by no Means be ſuppoſed to intend to apply this 


general Obſervation to any of the Suggeſtions, from any Quarter, which 
may have been ſubmitted to them, or to the Committee of laſt Year, ſee- 


ing theſe Suggeſtions have been the Effect of a direct Invitation from the 
Two Committees to the Perſons ſubmitting them, to favour them with 


their Sentiments, in e to i. wig ch were Fe circu- 
lated. 


. 


IN the ExpeRtation of a Renewal of the Tiveltigadon of laſt Year, ſome | 


of the Members of that Committee had uſed ſome Endeavours to procure 


Information concerning the Practice of the Art of Diſtillery, and of the 
Laws concerning it, which exiſt in other Nations.—With regard to 
ſome Countries, a Degree of uſeful Intelligence was, in conſequence ; 


thereof, ä and having been laid beſore this Committee, will in 


. Part 


/ 
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Part be found in their Appendix In addition to.what is there 3 


1 0. 1. 2. 


they have to ſtate, that they have learned, from certain Authority and e e 


Documents, that both in Ireland, where. the Duty on -Diſtilleries is a 
large and growing Source of Revenue, and in the United States of Ames ⸗ 
rica, the Plan of combining. Suryey with Licence has, to a certain Degree, 

been adopted. In the former Coufttry, indeed, it appears to have been 
eſtabliſhed ſome Vears Previous to its Introduction into Scotland, ang 
it continues to be in force in both to the Foes Hour. A i. 


— 


THERE yet remain, voluminous as this Ken bas become, far be- 
vyond the firſt Intention of your Committee, ſeveral other Matters on which 
they have beſtowed much of their Time and Attention. But they will 
4ruſt to the Indulgence of the Houle, in referring once more for thoſe 
Points to the numerous Documents in their Appendix; and will only 
add, before they finally conclude, certain Statements. —1 it. Of the ſu 
poſed Quantity of Spirits, which on an Average has been thought to be 
Annually conſumed in Scotland; 2d. Of the ſuppoſed Rate of Duty, 
which it has been computed by different Perſons the Trade might af- 
ford to pay; and 3d. As a Corollary-from thoſe Averages, of the proba- 
ble Amount to which this Branch of Revenue may, under an improved 
Syſtem, be 8 to ha o | 


1 STATEMENT. 


Courura Trion af the Number of Gallons 4 Barrin iir 
Annually conſumed in Nathan. 
Gallons. 
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Mr. Maitland's - - D? D? pa. 227 3,041, 667 
Mr. Leven s + D' A — — IE: 241 = 13,599,000 
Mr. Young's s - D* DIY - pa. 258 95 . 200, oo 
Mr. Maclagan's - P- D. — — = 311 5,447.42 
Dr. Jeſfray and Mr. roher, . this Report (N. 5 5.4 
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Your Committee have come to the following Reſolutions : | 


1 70 „%% ĩ ĩò [][ 1 1x 3-47 --I5Y 
THAT it is the Opinion of chis Committee, That the Laws con- 

*cernin ng the Prevention, and Proſecution and Puniſliment, of "Offences 
committed in reſpect of the Diſtillery of Spirits in Scotland, and the 


Put ics payable thereon, as a Branch of the Revenue of e require 
Reviſion, and will 11 — of confiderable / Amendihent. | | eee 


05 . Neelie a, 4 8 LE : — i 5 6 1 67 | „„ ä 5 1 
Fux it is the C Opinion of this' Corathittee, That Won ide very 
eonfiderable Defects incident to the Syſtem of Survey, and allo to 
©that of Licence, if taken ſeparately, which from their Natute appear to 
7 ves incapable of being cured by any further . ne can be 
reaſonably foreſcon as applicable to vither; 54; nolys i br 
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— it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Plan may hs form. k 
"ed, whereby the Two; Syſtems of Licence and Survey ſhall be combined = 

- together, i ins Manner calculated on the one Hand, on the Knowledge 
which 
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which has already been acquired (and -whith" Knowledge may Rill 
be increaſed on further Inveſtigation) with reſpe& to the Art of Diſtilla- 


tion, and on the other Hand, with a juſt Regard to the real Intereſts of 
the Country, of the Diſtiller, and of the Revenue as connected therewith, 


and which ſhall poſſeſs many of the Advantages, without being liable to 
many of the Objections inherent in the one and the other Syſtem, when 
conſidered as excluſive Modes of Taxation on the Diſtillery of Spirits in 


Scotland. 


| Reſolved, 
THrarT it is the Opinion of this So on a Compariſon 


of the different Computations made on various Grounds which have 
been ſtated to them, That the Number of Gallons of Britiſh Spirits An- 
nually conſumed in Scotland, hath been reckoned to amount to from 
Two Millions Four Hundred Thouſand Gallons to Five Millions Four 
Hundred Thouſand Gallons, and that the Average of theſe different Com- 
putations, gives Three Millions Six Hundred and Eighty-fix Thouſand 


One Hundred and Thirty-ſix Gallons ; but that the Degree of Strength, 
in the Contemplation of the Perſons making ſuch Computations, has not 


in general been diſtinctly ſpecified by them. 


 Refobved, 
Tur it is the Opinion of this Committe, That the ee com- 


putations made on various Grounds which have been ſtated to this Com- 
mittee, of the Rate of Duty per Gallon of Spirits the Diſtiller could afford 
to pay to the Revenue, give, on the Average thereof, the Sum of Two 
Shillings and Six Pence per Gallon. 


Reſolved, 
THAT it is the Opinion of this Committee, That according to the 


Two Average Computations of the Quantum of Conſumption and Rate 


of Duty, mentioned in the Two foregoing Reſolutions, the Annual Sum 


which might be expected to be raiſed on Spirits diſtilled from Grain in 


Scotland, for the Conſumption of that Country, if an effectual Scheme of 
Aſſeſſment and Collection could be deviſed, from the above-mentioned 
Statements, would appear to be Four Hundred and Sixty Thouſand Seven 


Hundred and Sixty-ſeven Pounds, on the Suppoſition that the Strength 


of Spirits, with regard to which the faid Computations of CIR aa 
and Rate of Duty have been made, was taken to be 1 to 10 over Hydro- 
meter Proof. 
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Tu „„ 4. - * 200 — »- Do 25 | 12 
ugh Gibſon < - ; - _— D? — EOS. 200 — — Do 7 40 7 4 F 
Matt Fleeming — 4 — Do =_ 9 » | ZOO —- 1 5 D 4 9 10 ww ww * 6 
Robert Dick 55 „55 Do "A WW 7 | 200 — 3 Do 5 — JO 6 "4 1 
Tenn n ß i- DP -- 50 — — Ft 
Adam Young „ bf Ou” pa . — 200 —- - Doe 105 — — {44 14 
JJ , - * | 200 = Do 5 - | 4 
Arch %/äͤ K - D* » -| 200 — „ 30 20 
A . * Broughton, = f i 
. —  Accomptant, || | 
1 £4 | » I - 
5 1 N + 
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ARGYLL NORTH COLLECTION. 
NAME or Tx#z CAUSE, | Amount | mo | 
DEFENDANT, | g 1 Pl arg Pose rio. W gps „ wh 
| f. «| Ty 
Malcom Blew - - | Diving «n and ae pile i L. + 
| vately - 650 — Conviaed &ined ö in £45 1-1 2 
Dog? M*Glaſhan - -| - D* - D* . 650 — „% {£07 $-48 
Joka Gillies - » -| - 8. - De 650 —|Aﬀoilzed. 
harles M- Arthur privately =» - 17 D. | [ 
Mal” M*Martin + -« Ditilling and retailingSpirits| . | | 
without Licence - - +» 5850 — 9 fined in C. 2 | 
Peter M*Farlan + -| De privately - 500 —Aſſoilzed. | 
Mrs, Campbell -| Didilling "ou Malting pri- | | 7 
| vately - -'- - -| 650 —|Conviged and fined in | 50 — The Sumsrecover. 
Peter MiIntyre += <-| =» p. - WP „„ 3 — [ed have been 
obn M*Kellar - > -| - © D* - D* 656% D L. 500 30 = | ied f * 
ohn Leitch 4% of = Do Fr Do 3 650 — 5 D- 4.2 4 „ eoun ed ror in Moie- 
mrCobs + 4 - DW : - ' Þ* =» 006 mf. - D*  F£. 5 (dies between the 
„ Smith - - - -| - PD p 650 —Aſſoilzed. | King and Informer, 
Neil Dewar 3% 4 0 i. 650 — NOR and fined ial 4 - after deducting about 
N So 5 0 ON | 
Neil Gillies - - - -| De privately - 500 la Bind. | One Fifteenth Part 
John MBrain - - - 0 650 —|Convitted and fined in | for the Expence of 
| | £:25- 5 — Proſecution. 
Angus Leitch  »  * ß +} 0 wo - = D. = 150 3 — | 
Peter Campbell „„ » 10" Do 500 — 5 4.25 * 
r N - D* - nie 1 
„„ - -| - D* - -D* -+| G50 ff - D*  - 5 as 
Dan Johnſton - > | - DD - 4 $00 = >, D* - | 5 = 
out MVicw - + «| -  D* .- +» -| $00 — De „ 
idow M*Alpine - -| D? D* 550 — Adlvilzed. Le 
Arch® M*Cormick - -| - D* - - «| goo —|Convitted and fined i in ] 2 J 
Mal” M*Intyre » «| D? De <| 650 —Aſſdilzed. | | 
% PPP e o ©. © | 
David M. „% O 4D” -f O56 ub D* 
Nicol . —— 4 = 5 - «| 500 | D 
= JJV c | of 00 out D* | 5 
agh M*Lauchlan -| - DD - . ] goo —=| b | 
Hog h M Coll * 7 2 4 0 | De | 3 
Dogs M*Gregor - «| - D* d .| 650 -[ Do | 7 . 
Aug. M*Dovgall - -| - D* - ] $500 —| De | 1 „ 
fob M*Farlan - - -| - Db bpb <| 650 —Convicted and finedin | 2 10 Accounted for as 
g4 and A, M*Callums | - D* +» . 5% | - D* .- 1 — II above, dededing 4 
Arche M Coll ” — 412 5 Þs® — * — 500 —1 - Dos — 2 10 7 | Si 9 5 | 
Joha M'Innes « - -| b «+ -| $00 —Aſſoilzed. | I Sixth Part for the 
Allan M'Dougali - -{ - D* - - ] % —| Do * { | Expence of Praſe · 
VV - - +44 .- 1 »- -| 500 ww} Do * [| } cution, 
f. ĩ - -4 - D* »« 15 -| 500 —j}Convitted and fined in 15 — s c 
t - D7; - +» 500 mm - Do £-2|— 9 | | | | 
Dans M*Kellaxr - - -| D * "4 -| $00 — - D# for „ TheSums recovers 
| avs 8 F 0 — — 1 500 — — Do - | 1O aw ed have been AC- 
eter Campbell - - -} - - 1 a eo - MM £m. 1 41. 1 
Marg M*Greger - «| Dee 8 . £ [| : - | Jos for as above, 
VJ C . - D* «© | 6 wm -- eduQting for Ex- 
Duncan Weir - - -4 D? joo =» - D* -<- | 7 -, | | Pence of Profecution 
Marg* Moodle - > -|] r e „„ | | | aboat One Twelfth 
=o Melville - » -| - D* - - ee »{Afeilzed. | - {bv 4,” 
 Marg* M*Meillage - -| - 0 -| $500 — om nes and fined in 2 | 
Duncan Ferguſon - -| - D* < - -| $00 — = =o  $ ew i |” 
Betty Thomſon - -|] Db?! | $00 — +. 4 s | 
Arch* Campbey: « -f - D* - o -| g00 — Aſſoilzed. | 
Allen W — — D - * -| £00 — Ds 
Dun, Barr \-- » - ;-| - D* - 4 $60 —| p- 4 
Dan, Gillies - - -| - D* - -» -} $00 — Convitted and fined in 
| | | 10 
/ ß 
Walker «f .. D˙ — - 500 = nm . 5 1— \ TheSums recover- 
ohn M*Illivan - - „„ -| $00 — - CES ed have been ac- 
oha Leitch ns 1” - 300 — - WW £2; 25, counted for as above, 
und Campbell —— — - D - - - 500 —— Aſſoilzed. deducting for Ex- 
Peter 88 r of «| 500 —|Conviced and finedin | 1 1 f 
| | pence of Proſecution 
ohn Gilles - D* - - F500 —Aſoilzed. about One Eleventh 
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Argyll North Collection. The AccounrT of DisT ILLERY PROSECUTIONS, &C.—continued. 


NAME oF THE CAUSE, = 1 | [ Amount | 5 1 80 n | 8 9855 | 
on OFFENCE, „% |. Fat of | recovered o OBSERVATIONS. 
DEFENDANT. | 8 CE Fad 9 Poser ions. cos oe | : LILY - | 
GRE a 5 5 : 1 £ + 2 ; T 7 
Mary Grahame - - |Didilingprivcl - keg. 500 —Aſſoilzed. | £ | | vered 3 | 
<6 bald Campbell -f - — - - 500 —|Conviced and fined in | 10 — | counted for as above, 
Dos. Since 1. - 4 $00 — - 1” lo — |  deduQting for Ex.. 
Dun, Campbell - - -| - D* - ] 300 ., De . 2. 2. | | penceof Profecution 
Dun. M Cork adale 42 Do - — - | 500 — Aſſoilzed. ü 3 oy 1 about an Bienne 
Don“ . 1 * — 2 500 —Convicted and fined in E 4-4 Part, | 
/ | On 
Don“ M*Taviſh - | = De » -.} $00: „ 1 © $- 1 1 |\ Theſe Sums, which 
Ann Brown „ 0 - - - 500 —f Aſſoilzed, * | | are recovered, hate 
Dun® M*Callum - +| = ? » 4; "+ | OS Convidted& fined inf. 5. been accounted for 
Charles Campbell - -|] - D* <- - - | 500. —| - . Dy 25 — | | in Moieties bet 
Zach* M*Callum - --| - De „% „ 5 — | 25 — | the King and 5 
Hugh M*TIllivan „ 14 „„ -. | 500 — — Do - | 25 — | [ formers, after de- 
ohn M- Alpin * D* A 5 500 — - De . 25. 15 — | docting about an 
ohn M*Illivan - -| - B. 1 - 500 — - De F. 25. 15 — | Eleventh Part for 
6ꝑ!! ! 77 8 FN | | the Expence of Pro- 
Colin McKellar - -| - D* - ] 500 = De | 20 —| ſecation. 
jo 1 5 - 3 FA - - | 500 — . oe | | 
% 4 + 10 - - 500 — „ 55 4 
Ken* Douglas - - «| = D* - < - 258 — P- 1 | 1 
Dug? M“ rower 3 „„ - - 500 — 4 | ; 3 
Jane M. Donald Do Foo -] be | FT 
ugh Sinclair < = Aiding and ofliſting ir in D* - 30 —|Convifted and fined in | 2 2 $ Aspen, N ” 
Dun, M'Callom - - Dale PINE x - - | 500 —ſAﬀoilzed, 1 8 1 above, deducting a 
Lauch“ Sinclair 5“ * — Convided and fined in | 1 x Nia Part for ty. he 
f | ; I pence of Proſecutio 


Note, —This Account for Argyll North Colle&ion 1s not quite conjpleat, the Collefoni not havin et b | 
the Account required of all the yl North Cc for Penalties for the: 0 Years from 1795 To thing reaſon abſe to 1 = | 


Diſtance of ſeveral Parts of his Collection. 


Eu. Broughton, Accomprant. 
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Archibald Carmichael 5 Ditilingprevel - : 500 ſpout 5. . £1 5 0 1 | : 
Peter Campbell - +|One Still ſeized - = | ; Aſſoilzed. EF, SY 
Angus M-Quilkoaw + < 0" 355 Do | 1 5 
: Archibald Carmichael -| - D® . — Y. | I | 
| William Dawſon - Diſtilling and many pri- |  - 
4 IP 8 - - = of — 1 and fined 3 M1 1 4 | 
M<Phad 5 4 1 i 1 
OE" ee — One Still ſeized e * — Conyited and finedin | = 5 | ; 
un, Galbreat - + |Diflillin blo» FRE 3 Zo * 14 ö | 
William Dawſon < - * . 1 2 > 45 — Aﬀſoilzed, " 2 3 r 
c Neil MKenzie - - - [One Stilt ſeized - 200 Ds 5 Be 14 vered have been ac- 
_ Hogh Johnſtone - -| Do 22 - | 200 » ÞDY | | counted for in Moe. | 
Neil M*Kenzie - - [Diſtilliog privately - 300 —|[Convitted and finedin | — 10 | ties betweenthe Kin 
1 Dun, M*Millan -- 4 55 and aſſiſting in Do- | 200 —Aſſoilzed. ö and Informers 8 
2 M*Keichan One Still ſeized * - ][ 200 — [Con victed and fined in | — $ |] | deduQtin art ( 
Jen: Campbel „ - =- 200 — Aſſoflzed. 1 8 "y 
(has co SDS - 4c. RS 
PIPE * 44 81 8 e e 200 . by ee: | | Expences of Froks 
Dun M:-Dougal - $55 3: 4 3 | | I 
. Peak * düngen, ae 6 : 55 —|Conriaed ond fine fined in 1 222 5 | 
— M*Phail - JOne Still ſeized — 1 200 —- Aſſolzed, ? | 
ht Galbreath - D- gy roger eye the 
Mary M*Con „535 8 | 
William Dawſon 3 Do „ 2 200 mms Do F 
Archibald M*Keichan 2 Do 5 ja : | 200 — Do | 
Dovg* Sinclair my — SI 300 —|C faedio 4 ꝗ 


Note. Thi Account for Argyll South Collection is not 
quite 7 the ColleQor not hovio been yet able to 46 
his Account of all the Proſecutions for Penalties for the Three Years from 1795 to 1798, as requir ©d, by 225 of the remote 


Diſtance of leveral Parts of his Collection. 
| Hu. 2 Accomprant. 
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CAITHNESS COUDLLETTON: 


IN ID 
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NAME oy Tux _ eee ae | J 1. - den 
on + OFFENCE. £5, vr 3 Event of | recovered or 
compounded 


h | A 
D EFE N AST | | Fu 2d Pro$ECUTIONs GT 3%, 


aka = 98" e ——— — — 
Don- ind Ws Sutherland Dinilling privately = Convicted and fined in | 
Wiiliam Setherland +] Aiding and aſſiſtiog in Do Aſſoilzed. : 3 
Alexander Sutherland -|Diftilling privately - Convicted and finedin | 8 6 
77 ² 0 [ „% 
d d 7 ̃ , , 113 
%%% | - Dm i of $900 „„ 16 13 
John Andrew - - +<| - DI. os $5.» 500 — - De „„ 13 

homas Andrew „ — 5 I 4 3 
% - 2D ee %%% -» 4] 8 © 
inn Mailcoſm' - -| De J 300 7770000 
"on Broce- p - 0  Aﬀloilzed. 
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, - D* © = -'} Foo Conviged and fined in 
Win Bremner - -| De ] $00 55V'k!n 
FDoi*Conzcth  - - - Ds 500 8 De - 

George Coghill - - Aiding and eg i in a Do — 30 —[Aſſoilzed. | | have been accounted 
"Robert Henderſon - -|Diltillin Pony - = | $5006 —| Convitted and fined in | | for in Moieties be. 

ohn Bain — D* 8 Aſſoilzed. - | | tween the King and 
illiam Sutherland . — Do = . | 500 — D . 4 | 10 aft de- 
oy !!!., ot +» 1 = © .  » } "Saran; De =: "Eo og all 
„,,,, = IÞ - »- - De | II duRting about One 
Henry Polſen - . s io $0 De Fu. | | Tenth Part for Ex. 
RS re} - I* - « + +} $00" . | II | pences of Profecy. 

Janes Satherland - _ £71 000 De.” ton. 

Det Gen b a 4 500 o and ded in | 8 6 8 11 
JJ. / Joo „ 
ohn Polſen - - - -| Dp [ 500 

David Mackay - '- Dee - '- |- $00 

Dons Williamſon  - TIM: : abt - 
Alexander Sutherland Aidio and aſſiſting in D Aſſoilzed. | #17 to 
2 SwWwanſon s e 5 4 $00 Convicted and fined in | 2 10 — 

ames Steven D» „ ¶ ᷑ - . 
argaret Polſen * -— MD... 1.. 600 a... .- D* . .- 8 0-3 

Don! Coghill - Still One Gallon beer, nd a by 
| : refaſed to pay Duty «= 200 | _ = Ds - VVV 

John Gunn - « Still Two Gallons over, and | “ i» eu eB bred cs E 

- q refuſed to pay Duty: - %o - D* -» | 3 ——=[|] — y 

Benjamin Henderſon One Still ſeized ld ] 200 —Aſſoilzed. e 0% . . 
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Convitted and fined in [2 1 :S.3 
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e H. Broughton, Accomptant; 
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The Sums recover- 
Le 5. d. Jed have been account- 
Conv + ned ing. 3020 — —| | ed for in Moieties be- 
wit — —| \tween the King & In- 
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Wal 
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David Baird - - +» + Dog pivntaly - 
47 OS - ; «8 as 

enry M*Caul - . - . - - | goo - 9 9 6|{ formers, after deduQ- 
230810008 ME | Aiding and afliſting in Do. | 200 5. 4% 15050 — — \ ing about One Fourth 
L n 1 | | | | Part for the Expences 
| | | of Proſecuticn. 
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| 8 Hu. Broughton, Accomptant. 
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FIFE COLLECTION: 


— — — ; Si 7 = 335 
NAME or ru CAUSE]. If TOE ² ( — — 
„„ EILS )FFE wo: mount ee 
DEFENDANT. | | wy HEM ; I Value or” Event of © | LS 7 : . . | F 5 
3 3 1 ſued for. Pioszcvrion. <ompounded| OBSERVATIONS, ' 
Thomes Cutkil = : , 25 0 Conviaed od ed hin r 
William Hood 8 Do 5 * A | i ns in [) Run the Counts | 
ame Morin - - oj = WW © 8 1 „ 5 ßß 
William Ferguſon - -| D 5 J „ ina, 3 — 55 
, - 7. 4 200 — P- 3 a FH 
ames Brand | TT Con, ige, tan e. the Coun 4 2 * 
% 3 © oye 4 Þ; | 1 
illlam Keie 5 „ 500 - Do and fined i 5 1 
Robert Robinſon - -| = De : 7 7 21—— 
: Thomas Wardlaw - -| De: : ” T1 e 
WU William Forſyth - -| Pe „ VVV ů I” 
Thomas Stewart - -| D 3 7 DC. + 6 e wat 
3 John Morrice - - -| De 2 < „„ 3 
4 Thomas Philip *' - <| - Do TE ofa s DY > De 31 
I James Johnſtone - +-| - Do „%% 3 Mm. 1 7 7 — 
: Andrew Farnie - - - | Dy 5 7 1 „ D. | „ 
1 William Dal! Aſifting in D⸗ „ 7 Z 
Poet Fiſher - - - Pikillin rivately - 1 . —-— S# 
q Elizabeth Dall „„ 8. 5 D. N 5 — 6 Do 5 5; of | All 
1 * Dall A 7 2 = Df - . | 858 | that 1 Pea 
5 argaret Ramſay - - - „ 0-4 D%- - 1 / = at have been 
: James Kiek e ping priac To 500 TS ET 
; John White Harbouri og private 'Pigil | 200 7 ConviRted, and fined in int 3 3 „ in Moities 1 
W Ma e - -[Difilling private! n 4 - 3 
bebe Henderfon - -| - %%% 3 { Informers, after * 
: James Cuthbert 56 . MM OY as — 5 9 7 77 * 
2 Andrew Thomſon - & or OT -| 290 —| Conviaed grin wt the 
3? C 1 , and fined in | 1 Expenee of Io 
3 David Miller 2 - D ; — 3 . e CORY 411 | tion, GE 
3 ames And „%% a +3 3 80 
ERR ̃˙˖˙‚ - = 7 270 —| Cori, and fel in | 8 8 | | | 
3 ane Comb - - 3 » I» + or j< 5 % $Id -: 
3 homas Harrower -| - 5 . - 290 — 8 5 5 we 11 3 1 
2 | = ow - — ; 10 10 — 
þ 0 Chriſtie 4 Ati 1 2 6 5 (Conyided,rn the Coun-| 1 EZ 
ames Johaſton A ange 5 „5 Conviated, and fi 1 Z 
Joha Xnrray  - =: Hd y 492 * ned i in | os 
| | [Di Alling 22 's o| 200 eo 10 F 1 10 | | 
John Philip Do (4 4 7 uten the Cound] © 
John M*Farlan -—< 5 — 4 200 —[C q "211 
E ul ee ,, 02 e, 
| illiam Scarlet 5 B << + » * 290 — Not rove | 5 — ware & 
- „„ riti Spirits ſeized - | TrivieV 85 P n — * | 
— „ Ls : fs. alue VO n and 2 1 1 7 „ 
z F „„ {= 1 of | 
— — — [_ N FR : FEY J Accomptant. 
T 8 
GL 4 T2 SS - 
OO Andrew Shaw T- gh T # 3 
3 | „ Digit private FE ho JC. 4-4 — = 
EE — a8 dee, | So eee wan f 0. 5 
1 unter and M*Farlan £ - | = JJ w 2 . 
— Smirh| 5 Þ* - Þ ©| fn F. 
| ames Ritchie P- - - -| go 9 117 10 J 1, 
= | illiam M*Farlan -| D %% & . Do £ 16 5 2] aye been recover- 
þ | 1 Watſon - 3 = D® 105 - - 500 . - | Do ; 7 18 9 ed, and about One. f 
4 aterſon and Graham D „% œ! l 15 3] Teach Part more f 
= Joun and Alex* Young -| - TL * - | 500 — 2 Do . | 3 19 4 PER more for 
Hen Wilen F 500 — „ 319 6 xpences of Pro- 
T Arihar Young g i: ns in OR - 11 18 2| | ſecution; the Net 
| { Neilſon and Paterſon - 2 Do J Wii eee 6 7 —| | Sums have been e- 
F1 odors Oral EE of © Wo — 4 g00 — „ = - 5] | counted for in Moie. 
5 ; ie, We * - OO — 2 | 5 — ; : 
" M. Naoght . Et „ - ſag 16 —| | 
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1 Angus Robertſan D* and — privately -| 200 —- D? 
: | Peter M*Gregor - De 1400 ow De ; 
51 ohn Stewart de Þ s VVV 
. ? ohn Scott * — - De 4 = - 4 200 — Ds b 
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Perth Collection. — The Account or Disril ERA ProsECUTIONS, 


&c.— continued. 
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John Douglas 1 


% 


John Dewar '- - 
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| Robert Ferguſon 
| Charles Conacher 4 
John Thomſon 
James Robertſon - - 
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Hu. Broughton, Accomptant. 
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= George Morriſon » - %%% «1 0 - Do. - — 5 —| ad Informers, after 
William Rennie D * s „CC - 7 Ds” + 7 JE 5g Jeng deduCting about One 
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Jos Berſe - - - : 0. » «+ a0 7 „5 * — 10 — 1 


— 2 


5 4 
APPENDIX (5). 5 
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William Gilbert „ Of W 200 — Cooviered and fined i in — 10 De De Expences 
n; ERS 0, 6 of Proſecution Two 


Thomas Da ons v {7 -- | ap „* RS 3.9 4 | Fifth LEN, 4 14 


William The {; VVV 2 D* = [= 10— J nt 
mies Malting pfl. Jace 10. e . | 
| 7 : „ vately - per Buſhel . - % V8 
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| egen unT. of DisTiLLERY PrOSECUTIONS, &C.=continued. 
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prix bur. f 2M fred 7 Pos gc. 1 VVA 7 i; 
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7 1 M Robb bang 3 =| 200 —_ Convicted and fined in | 1 x1 — bo | « 
alter Smith, un. De & Malting privately 200 & 10s. 9 1 LS 5» 
5 . - | per Buſhel, 4 WD De — — 10 6 | 1 3 
John lamieſon⸗ Do 7 -. . Hy at + ' 
„„ - -; -|.. - D*: - — 4200 — „„ 1 . 
Alexander Thomſon -| D - „ %c] ge on 10 
a mes Murray — mY: 3 : De | 5 - 4200 — 4 — Do 5 1 1 1 — E 
| iNliam Roſ⸗s — — — iz D N | ha wag 1200 * | « Do - I 1 — | 
George Strachan - - TT YM -| 200 — DC 133 
= Andrew Grat D - — 4200 — n 11 
: i - William Strachan z- | of . — 4200 — 7 Do - 11 1 — . | 
= James Duncan - - -| De - = 1200 tt} % 8 | ien $ums; reco. 
= my pet wo”. - - - — 4200 — 1 = - '1 1 '—| | vered have been ac. 
A {3 n „ 0 - - | 200 — 2 5 * 1 goon ou 1 | 
al Viper Back | fo - | of . — 420 — #00 = 8 : 1 , 
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Hu. Broughton, Accomptant. 


deducting for Ex- 
pences Five Shillings. 4 


„ Hr hee Af  o_w 
met We rg 


To be accounted 
for as above, deduct- 
ing Expences of Pro- 
ſecution. N 


#5 oe 


COLLECTIONS. OP ARGYLL a eee SOUTH. 


Previous to the 28th of March 1799, the Date of the Order given for the lakhs vp of this Apeowpy the Cole don 
of theſe Two Collections had made no Returns of Proſecutions for Penalties before the Juſtices of the Peace in the Vear 
ended 5th July 1798, neither has any Account been rendered ſince that Time, 2d roſe of te Kemoteneſs of ſeveral Parts 


6 theſe Collections. 


Hu, Broughton, Accomptant. 


— 


— _— 


| | "*F 
CAITHNESS COLEECTICON. 
—— — pro | * N > * 288 , 5 N 3 FO 
John ] Roſs - - _ -jAiding and aſſiſling in pri- 4. + fi 4: 4. Een 
l vate diſtilling — 4 230 — e and finedin | 1 1 — Theſe Sums reco- 
Alexander dhe - Diktiiliog privately - 500 — De 1 — —| { vered have been ac» 
Donald MrKay = -| - 855 „ „ 10 3 6 3 3 —| | counted for in Moie-' 
James Sutherland -| D - - -| $00. —| > 130 - 1 1 1 —| | nies between the King 
Alexander Mkay Se + - 8 -| $00 — - Do - 1 1 —| { and Informers, de- 
Chriſtopher MK <<} De - 4 500 — V 2 — —ductiag for Expences 
Wa and James M*Kay -| - De — 4 $00 — „„ 2 10 —| | of Proſecution, about 
ves Donald „„ )) =} Fo  D*- - 2 15 - One Fifth Part, 
eter M*Kay „ = I. - -| $00 — - =” - 2 10 — 6 ; 
ohn 3 „% I --« | $00 — „ - 2 10 — +, 
ames Mackay - <| - Dr 4 G 8 2 10-4. 4 . 
| obert Roſs 3 — as Do pa = = 500 — - D* 2 ; 2 10 — N 
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James M*Kenzie = A Stil ſeized in le Houſe -| $co —| „ - — 10 — 8 
James M- Donald -| Diitilling privately - -| $00 — - Do - 2 4 . Accounted for as 
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Joop MEM - al +. > | 00 -w VV 1 %% 
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Alexarder M'iLeod -<| - PD» -. - _ -| goo —|[Continved. | | | ProſecutionaboutQune 
John Gordon P 5 1 — 4 $09 — Convicted and fined in | 2 2 — { Fourth Part, 
Alexander MK y 1 5 -| $00 — - D* — | 2 2 — 
Alexander Polſon - .| - Do - -| 500 — - D - 2 2 | 
Alexander Bonnerman -| - De x. : 3 „„ 1 2 2 
Alexander Roſs = ' | - I „ „ ” 3 3 
Alexander M*Leod - - | Þ bas ERS — - 500 — > D 5 p [* 1 15 — 
Alexander Polos bd 3% Db { 115m + 
4 
Hu. Broughton, Accomptant. 
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— — — — — — — 1 — — 3 —— 


NAME oy Txz CAUSE 
on . 2 
ND ANT. 


A» 
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— —— — — 
r * Fa 


War ET 


John Reddeik - 


* 


* 


Diſtilling privately - - 


b * 


* 


Amount 
or 
Value 
ſued for. 


Botha te DOES. Hoa © 


— 
r — wy Wo 
* — * — IE IOR 


r 


— — n — 


Yoon of 
PrRosSECUTI1ON» | 


Sun 


compounded 
for. 


recovered or 


nen 


„ 


OBSERVATIONS, 


nn 


Con victed and fined in 


* 


Hu. Broughton, Accomptant. 


* 


Not recovered, 


| 


: 4 


NONE IN FIFE COLLECTION. 


Hu. Broughton, Accomprant. 
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1 6 GLASGOW COLLECTION. Us 

5 | | 

4 . * ' | 1 8 ; | ccoun 

1 Conveying Spirits from the 1 f | - nted for in 
1 North Side to the South 4. | . 7. d.\ | Moieties between the 
=_ | Side of the Highland| | 1 5 10 15 King and Informer, 
bs, 8 Line 350 - [Convicte and finedin | 5 —— joe. deduRing for 
= q ; Expences of Proſeeu- 
1 1 tion, about Ten Shil- 
E ; | 4 lings. ha 

| i! F. ; „ 

1 | | Hu. Broughton, Accomptant. 

at 4 . : | | 
1 8 3 : Gf 
= HADDINGTON COLLECTION. 

1 | „ | Accounted for in 
þ + #: | L. 5 | . . 4 | Moicties between the 
Margaret Roy - -|[Diſlilling privately - -| 200 —|[Convidted and fined in — 10 —| | King and Informers, 
J and Daniel Brown | ll To. after deducting about 
1 and Roberi Brocket -| «© D* < - -| 200 — „„ i» 50 — —| | One Eighth Part for 
4 | 7: Expencesof Proſecu · 
| KE | | : * 

_— | 


: | | Dr Hs. Broughton, Accomptant. 
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| 1, 697, 6 „ | „ ford fore |. ProsxcuriON. ee OBSE RVATIO +3 
£1 | 4 | f a 95 * | I for. q 8 jy ; 
g Robert Steel 8 Making and furniſhing Stills £:* | 3 $f 9h . 
5 to private Diſtillers 1 „ pe? F 7. 5 5 
: £ | - 50, Convicted and fined in | „ 1 
„„ | * * 5 ee 
- g 14 T , of „„ 8 | 5 : | | | - : * 
4 Dona ohnie - Taxa FER or Maus- VVV | 
1 Vii, an retailing Spirits ; wn I \ N 5 8 7 | FRI DM 
Z | # without 5 - — D -— 1 ODS Lt 115 
7 ; . | | 18 0 2 2 — : 08 : 
1 5 3 o _ fo. 1 7 1 , ES 
1 John Roſs -_ El D and Mts Spirits | e Aﬀoilzed the | Spirits | => 
= | without Licence - -| D 45 ſeized. * 1 
1 Row 5 e | 8 8 5 and ned! in 
ö 1 . Roſs „„ os 55 „„ „„ wy 2 
6-4 rs, W. Roſs - + -| . s WF - : a 
1 William Maſon bod . WF | Do » . „„ | 
* Alexander Noble — Do 8 D* 2 - Do — | ; 5 : 5 5 —— 
| John M*Donald - De - „„ : 2 
2 11 Wy - | D „„ 5 N 5 Do 1 * 50 7 m3 - 
2 Alexand 81 - 0 | V | 
E 1 xandet M Gillivray Making ook Diller sau. VVV i435 
F to private Diſtillers - - — 107 5 „„ | 
3 DRE.” 105: 15” Grd 
oba Smith - « - -|Diftillj TEE: 7 . | 
D e iſtilling and aeg pr l | 
1 5 - D* and p. b || 
£1 Alexander Fraſer - De De and retailins 8 L. 200. Db. MH 
=4 | i- | ; | | + 
1 6 Licenes 250 —| - I” 2 13 « js 
# „ | ; 5 5; 0 13 01 
—_—_ Fog Forbes Fay _ e De . * | 250 — Do a N 6 | 
_— anleays e Ces, ns - 51 #00 * | | 1 16 bf 
3 ; ers ; p 1 85 = £1 N 8 ntinved, | ; 4 5 32 3 : 8 
bond M-Taviſh - -| D* 200 —{Convifted and fined in enn 
2 P-nald Clark - » ol D'. — 4 200 — Oar L. 1 10 — | {\ ed by the Juſtices 
- „ 891 250 C inved. LEE have not been ac- 
f William M'Giltevray : 5 259. onvicted and Gned io | | counted for b . 
e JJ * ibs 
; riſon - De and fe sed 200 — * Colleclo s. 
_ | 1 Gallons Bri-| 200 C D* go | 5 
9 Donald, Thomas, and tiſh Spirits . 7 ay * e e rg Spirin Eo ͤĩ 7ù xÄ̃ è N 1 
3 f John Prafer . x 1 | | ple v aue 5 and fined in | 
9 | | „ a | 3 2 2 — 
3 [1 James F raſer 5 wy Z D* 5 33 
E | | £ 2 - D and 1 55 Britin. Spi- ; | | | 
2 William Chiſholm - - rits Ng Licence =«| 250 == 8 Oo 
E 1 nald Fraſer 3 De d 7 5 200 AP 8 Do 1 mane? 
: | 2Y Malting privately L. 200 21. 0 11 — 
3 ES . o _— - 9 14 
_ Donald C | E 7 and 107. ; 1 | 
1 per Buſhe! 5 = 
Alexander Fraſer 2 =] et Do _ 5 5 8 2 3 8 - | Do : 1 8 1 
William M · Ppherſo = het De ” 2 | 5 _ 3 90 3 
1 FF | Y 
5 — McKenzie OY and Still carried of 4 2 200 — x | De 1 1— 
illiam Fraſer - 47 0 De | 200 5 ee 13 1 
F ip perations eie 304 : „ » SO wg pn 
2 Fraſer p oppers carried off 200 | ; „ 
Nen M Dona! d & Do- illilling privately | 2 2 199 27 D 1 11 6 
| nald F raſer Wa 5 o⸗ Copp „ — D 1 1 5 
„ ers carried | aa ak ponent 1 45 
John Fraſer - .. babe N s being | „ ; 
Alexand 5 . | x 8 a * Do | 7 251 a 200 — 6 8 | 5 | 
Alexander Chiſholm | ß. 9 „ 3 go 
Alexander Jack 6 Do 3 7 -| 200 — | D- c ! I ol | 5 | 
James Fraſer - 8 Ts F- a D* bo - 28 TR D* 1 ; 2 3 f Py 4 
RR | „„ - i „ e Too FF LY: 1 
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—— — — — 2 —ö — — — 


F 


* 


f 


Invernei Collefion,—The Accovur of DisritLExy ProstCUTIONS, cc. continued. 


—.— „ | 
HART or Tux CAUSE | | I ef | Amount” Event of „ EY” 
DEFENDANT Fe. | Tg ot i Feen. 1 %% S Oy 
| . 4; 1 [Z 4, 7. ; 5 
John M*Lean - - *|Difti/ling privately, us Spi- 755 & Conviaed and ned in | TY - 80 
CR» Fits ſeized © - | FripieValue| 111 | 
Alexander Fraſer - -| - D* - - +1 200 mw HT - 1} aw 5 
Donald M' Rae - {« ͤ ] U dq 5 A B 5 D* 4 1 ww = 
William M*Neiſh m - Ds - 200 =-| De 1 1 =]. | | ö 
Thomas Roſs - - D 9 185 run Fend 200 - De — 5 —| N f 
Donald M*Donald - -| 0D 5} 0 De 10 6 ag 
Duncan 1 * - D - - -| 200 —| pn DY 20 om cows Tg 5 
Hugh Palconer | — „ 
De 8 - 5 . De 20 mw . 35 
David Davidſon 7 - Dy 3 P 3 PE IN: * Þ 
D 3 4 — — Do | | 7 £7 | 1 
„V Dy eie . Sun ee, x Fra "5 1 FE --1 ; 
DPD? - +- Do carriedoff the Still Oe 1 eee eee 
„% 4 os Rr Materials ſor 5 canes | 3 1 
„„ tillation Cs | } ii | Theſe Fines 
James M*Pherſon - - \Diftilling privately and 1 > : | 2 | | warded 1 0. 
| | | ſeized the Still — 3 0 4 F tices have. be 
DB be Still carried off (/ ee Py | „„ Z W Fee 
T3 :- - Doe and Still ſeized 3 Or cac - DI 20 ane þ E accounted for by the 
V at Officer deforced and Offence. | 1 5 [ 4 Celler, | 
5 + Sol} emen +» +þ| - 8 5 1 
John Smith - De Still ſeized and Materi- 162 . 1 T7 
; A | $5 8 8 25 4 200 Dꝰ 4 8 | 
1 J%%FFÜC C 3 © 0 0 0 3 5 | | 
Gilles M*Bean - - D. Db Tx | | | 
of — — * 9 ET. ES | 5 1 | 
8 - „ = i 9 5 | | 200 De 1 De 20 e e 5 | 
a rn ng 3 4 os | 7 3474 
Duncan M*Arthur -| De Do Do -| 200 — - 5 ins = 1 
Alexander M*Qneen »| D „ F . 1 
ohn Hay + - = Ditillio 7 %%% d * --B* _. 1 a1 ? | 
illiam Frazer _ - - 1 %%% 8 Z 
James M*Gooan + +} - 5 . . . ; 5 — : 
John M'Lean - - +» » D * 1 7 Do 1 5 „„ 
ohn Grant - - - -| » 13 -| 206 — - Do — — 15 6 
ame Reach - »- -| 0D - 200 —f - , — 15 66 
u Fong, „„ 5 5 2 33 po WE et wes bo 
m Alex? M*Conachys| - | - - -| 200 — - D 5 5 CE 1. 
William Donaldſon & n fa 5 » „ . : - a The Sins e 
William Grant - - p, 5 Fo GE” 0 I e rn vered have been ac- 
ee oo — -} - — e 8 PEA F | | counted for in Moie- 
corge Innes - - +} +» RR” i o| 200 ww 1 D „„ „ ; 
Trot Peterkin « - -| = Do 7 — - "200 — - Do» - „ 1 eee 
John Reach „„ D . „ — 200 —| 8 Do - 2 7Z — ) and Seien : 155 
_— Brown „„ „„ D-. 8 5 4 200 — — D . tio - LS : after deducting about 
eter 1 Stewarts | - Tp 5 + "$60 mw * 1—=—| | One Fourth Part for 
awes Cameron „% «ñœ V a - -| 200 | I» Fa VE | 
William Thomſon - «| De - -| 200 —| - D « 1 e oe 1 
Patrick M*Kerring +»| De % = D 91 7 6 as 1 
Margaret Ruſſel Sb CS IG £ „ 5 8 . 0 5 
e Sackerford I = wt 1 200 it. > Do 1 g/m 
2 7 = IF »=-.  &@ 0 «+ 1 YL; el 
argaret Kei. Do «  » | $00 0 - D's fot. . 
John Chalmers 1 De — = - ZOO |} - f De 1 — 25 | 
Alexander Roſs and Ce- | „„ „ | bo Is 
cilia Bohne RP los E a Þ > £ „ 
Alexander Falconer - Cor per Still Head Ry Pipes 1 e F - AM 
4 )))) ̃ͤ wr 4 0%... . 7 . 
bogs Hendry - + » [Diſtillio privately - -| 200 —| 50 3 
* endry - - +» =» gr 23 . De = 3 
George Angus D272 85 - fans 2 — 1 for as 
eee Fames —— = OS -| 200 — - 4 9 411 ow above, after deduti- 
: mes Lein „ 7 RY © Op - - 200 — * 1 8 1 13 ö 
eee S 13 Dos 5 42 3 5. — 18 . ) about _ 
33 77 cM - 20 — - 0” i — Part ſor 855 
cles Smith „ -| = R „„ 5. [== | pences of ole 
ames Falconer - - -| De — -| 200 — „%% tion. | 
vha Mair + ———— 4 1* 95 - 7 — 8 e 1 D* - |= e ee . 55 W . 
* | ; 8 . : "4 „ . 
” 7 Se 5 ; H | 
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1 e { Collin, rb. lever of burner Pacers Kee, m—cantinued, 5 ; 
| BY . * . ny 6 ET TO VO S2Y LT TE SCH een, 
— 4 „ TT | | | . an i | . Tp | 22939 £7 TH A i 
1:0 TA $ISKD Jos "07: F ENCE, _ E e 15 We compoundes| O B SFAVATIONS: 
DEFENDANT. : | ; ſued for, 4 ROSECUTION. „„ a; 
— = : Le . 8 2. 4. &4 
Alexander Crocket 17 pititin privaly e Consided and fined | ia 5 1 Fn Hs 
ſohn MfIver - -...-i D A 200 - Do N vid i r=}, e 
6 Do 5 2 8 2 D — — The Sum; reco- 
William Shiac | „ | | I | e Ts 
Peter Farquhar - - na me Haig Þ 5 n Dy = — 5 — vered have been ac- 
M po - d =] 0. . 1 — —| | counted for in, Mole- 
Mord. M Donald Ws i- | 2 48 De . > = 200 — 5 Do 3 8 — 10 — ties between the King 
William geber Te in MC <1. 200 = . 1 — —| | and Informers, after 
Alexander Innes... 25 ens NR ans »| 200 — - 7 — — deducting about One 
Wilen “p88 -| 200 — „D? {| 2 — — | Third Part for Ex. 
Margaret Bobh 35 + 1. 4 Fo 2 200 — be D* * 1+ T0 10 8225 1 of Proſecution. 
| Joun Newlands + -| D - - - 200 — . 11 —— , = es 
a eee e eee wo | 3 * re oy ae . I 2 TA oe 185 as 4 eee 25 
ee ä Ee” : "4A {£0 
| TE. 1 . 4 7 th Broughton, Accomprant. 
po LINLITHG-OW-- oO LI 25 5 th ee een ee 1 Hol wu] 
7 oe + 1 3 5 Cb « yore Bt- = = Ws 62478 7 
LHeegnded torr artiuree 77 FLEET 85 
— }- bine privacy 4 Conviaed, 4e fed in | ps == - DO TY ama 
4 — Df KI | 20þ-4c: 4 D®- 4. 10.11 — e . 
/ 1] - Dy 5 - * -} 200 TOP" 7 Do i „1. I fs + 4 8 1 
Duncan Buchanan n Do -| 200 | D 1g 1 
Duncan M*Pherſon | = . 200 — - * - 145 —— e 
Donald Maren De 20 — t D* ,- =} 2 —þ #2: 208 
Nicol M*Laren | a. „„ - - 33 . The, 15 45 8 
William M*Alpin - Dn. 200 — VVV 3 1 
Robert Stewart and M. 23 1 b 3 = = 5 
. . r ðͤ o ß y . eg es es 
* M- Gregor 284 Alex | 55 Fe | 35 gov oe] - Dey 
 M'lntyre - - „„ $- -| 200 — „„ V 5 FFF 
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Line being a Diſtiller TOO bees, i ; 13 1 the 
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Inverneſi Collection. The Account of D1sTiLLERY SerzURP s, &c.— continued. 
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5 I 3 | Ro „ . = e 
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1.1" © - - Alexander Suter 3 
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GOODS SEIZED. .. From hom. os Event of recovered or 
EE EEE Eo I. N | Va Psi HCI. > Is ar 8 
Value. | for. 
t / | | z 1 1 % . 
1 Still Worm - -|Eivard Ferguſen 7 1 5 Condemned and {old for 4 4 — 
1 D* and D* -* — — David Brown 5 3 — 2 — 1 „ 
ES * 2 2 - * Allan M*Naoght Sew — = Do * f 2 2 ww 
* * Tin 5 — 3 M*Phail = - } | | K | 
3.1 - - Don. Kettch - S701 : 
AF - - v MM -(1 © Condemned, 
. — - - | Jonn M. Allum 9 | | 
1 D* - Jobe M*Cook » - ww Do and fold for + -[-'12 6 
1 D® 554 Tin - -| John Murphy =» 5 Condemned. 
1 D? - Robert Ewing — Ys D and ſold ſor * 1 17 6 i 
19 and Worm Tin - | Archibald M*Conorchy — (Condemned. 5 
12 Gallons Britiſh irt -| Archibald M Millan! — Doe and fold for - | 7 —— 
1 Still Tin - Don. Ferguſon — S810 95 85 | 
LP - » - [Peter M*kirvin | oy Stain Wie | 
11 Gallons Britiſh Spiric ohn Ryburn - - 5 Do and fold for =| 43 — * 
1 Still - - - | James M'Eachen = <-| — |Condemned, | 
1 Still and Worm, Caſt ] | 1 3 
Metal and 125 „Alexander Craw -| | | 
„ - -| John M*Arthur *- | 
1 Worm - - _- | Mal. Levingſtone - 
1 $eill - - Ales. M*Allifler - | | 
13D” - Mal. Levingſtone 4 
3D - - - -{Ann M*Fadzen — 1 
g De a - — — Rodger M-Gill - | 
„ - - | Edward Brown a | | 
1 De and Worm - -|Margaret Heydman - > 5 „ . 
1 De * - = — Unknown = — 
1 D* ud on - „ Draaran nag Reid - * 3 - 
/ v ᷑ : - 5 
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1 D* - = - — Arch. Carmichael Dy | 
LY -  - v Soi » - - | : 
0 » 55 -| John M*Phail - - | 
10e John Galbraith - 
„ — - -| Aon Nl. Faden Tia | | 
25 ; | 
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neg m ——— : | | h 
CAITHNESS COLLECTION. | 
| | | 4. | | RL, * Me: : " 8 0 
„„ 5 lohn Andrew - .- 2 8 4 fold for £ f — ? Sq | 
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Still 8 | „ | - Ho 5 | duce of all the Seizores in this 
a Do 7 © 2 James e SET + I T TIE 1 8 6 collection have been accounted 
: = Ie 5 os - 5 bare ki, i - _ EE Dy 1 1 8 6 for in Mojeties between the 
„ N 4 | ; F< 08 - — - | King and Seizure Makers. 
: D® John Bruce - ” - — 3 and fold for — 17 — The Proſecutions for Fe- 
wo, 404 10 Gall. Bririh | g | 1 Ss a ld fn ſp 
irith = - [James Steven — e „„ 1 ! | | 
4 Galtons D 2 = illiam Laird 7 FE - 5 5 | 8 11 2 rate Account. 
EL - '-: - SMT  »- of . a = Be. 5 ZH 
STT „ Te 
> 7 % 88 + Sit 
4 Gallons BritiCh Spirits - [Margaret Mkay „ ˖˙ nn 204 
1 Still = +» - William — (5: ts „„ 33 
% ͤ _ » (Jola Robartfon - | — V 1 
J d ᷣͤ , ͤ V . 1 
>  - - ̃ y / » of : 7 „ V 3 
S - - James M*Beath - PE re: ON” 19 6 5 
1D” - - [Ifames Sutherland | 85 | ag 
2x D* - - - _-jAlexander M- Kay - | 5 
J«˙ù - -|Chriftopher MEK) © 1 ©” * 6 —_ 
LP» - John M*Donald Þ 1 1 
. - [William Satherland 0 | | iy | | | 
x = - Bri wy 80 ; 82 2 Gunns * 9 8. 1 = 23 13. 34- 
o Gallons Briti irits - | Hugh Leſlie - + 9 1 | 
15 — & - dec Murray 5 — |Reflored. | 
11 Steil! 1 D un. 23 85 - Condemned and fold for; r 4. — 
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Geo. M Farlane 
Dug, M. Lean 
Geo. M Farlane 
Thomas Willſon 
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John Stewart - 
John Uſe - 
Elizabeth Cameron 
Jehn Uſe - 
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Produce of their Materials, as 
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in Moieties between. the King 
and Seizure Makers. / 
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GOODS SEIZED. From whom. or Event of © © {recovered PE] OBSERVAT 
285 i Value, PROSECUTION. 1 44252 on 
2 I a Ä 1 wa x4 1 
x Stoll in Robert Calder * * 
F))  -peghFrakr '- -» > BT IM 
TD” » 5 Alexander Mann - — | Condemned. 1 5 
99 - - - | Peter Grant > | 
0 + » George Petrie | 4 | 
1 D* - - - Oe John Stewirt Bt — Do and fold for ej 12 81 
7 - - ames Lai y U— — % 
1 De and 1 Copper - Robert Duman — „%% li 2 10 6 | 
Z (Yar bee - - | of VA 
8 > - James Stewart — 5 | To A 
" p. — 8 7 Colin Leslie 4 | D 7 | ” 8 ag | 
"TH. .- . - [William Shaw - -< — Condemned, © 1 
TIF” = „ James Innes . 3 * Tote for -| 111 8 
— Iden Middleton - D* *- Hein | 
TT.... TODO. +» | = !). re as ine ps 
3D” - aal MPherzon - Dy VVV 
1 1 - - - 8 7 Ws 2 778 - + EL "= 7 of | 
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3 - John Fraſer - 4 — ME” 4 2 14 — 
5 : Still Tin - - - [Donald Fraſer - - 3 Condemned. 
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1 De Tin - - - | Donald Steven — : 4+ 37 1 7 
3D” - | - - -} John Noble - — ICondemned. | 1 
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1 D* = - - - | John M'Kenzie ) 2 © 
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1 LY - - -| Donald Bain - 
1 1D Alexander MiLean 
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| ! | Amount 
G00Ds SEIZED. From whom. „„ 
| | | Value. 
e [2 fo 
. 8 0 Andre Gibſon 7 
1 Still | 
5 5 - - | Alexander Holm - — 
6U»„„ 86 
1 Do - — — — Mal. Roſs _- 1 
:Þ* - -- len Matheſon ' -#|- 
1D* - [Alex. Wallace — 
1 - } Jay MnO - = 
1D* - - Finlay M*Codll - 
4 1. > -= _- -©|William MiKenzie - 
Vor 2 Andrew M*Kenzie - 
PPP 
55 opper = „„ n $ a 5 
« Copper „ ͤ K. e — 
"7 - IJ. M*Pherſon - -<J 
7 2 Britiſh Spirits enh M-Liſn 8 } | 
3 DD - EG - 1 -- 
I fo John Fowler - * 
55 „ e M Kay „5 
5 - [George Munro 
6 Gallons Britiſh Spiri J » 
1 Still - Andrew Munro af 
1 139- — 5 . Robert Murray — 5 — 
17 } Joes Urauhart = 
FB +» is 8 Donald Kemp — 
i - » Donald M-Kay - 

1 - Som = e McKenzie . 1 
De » 1L˙ñë. ' =} © 
I Copper —: 8 

1 Still - 1 - William M. Ka 5 
F „ „Alexander M Kenzie 1 
210 = Alexander M'Lean - | 
11 > 1 . - | [John M*Kenzie - 1 75 
188 5 pa Alexander Roſs 4 
»’ | -J WARM. » : 
I)) 6 
C John Gordon 3 
11777 —— 
117k 88 
FR =» ” - | Alexander Stewart - 
21D" »= - Robert Stewart I == 

TIF © - 7 Ja. Carmichael el 
LD” - Ho - [ann row „ „ 
1 * ona ameron 

1 Do & 4 Gall Brit. Spirit William Innes - -} 
LD » - | William TIN — 4 
I - 5 Colin Leſlie 
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%% 8 
I” - - = © | AX. Facet = 
I . „ = |» -|Charles Star: . 

BD » ames Paterſon - 

1 D* & 2 Gall, Brit, Spirit 11 765 Fiddes <«| 
a EE -| John Watſon - ©- 
1D” - - - -| james Mantach -+ 
I D/ 5 - a - obert Duman - - N — 
LP» - -<- -»-|Alex. Bron - - 

1* - = 8 
1 D* oo 8 
1D* - o© =- -[George Hendrie - 
I” - » m2 James Young = - 1 
iD* - - john Miiver <=|, 
3D* - «- - .{jJobn Simpſon « - 
1D* - -  -{Alex. Faleoner . 
FI "« - - |Eliz. Callum » + ; 
1D* . - -. _.|James Mantach -| 
1D” . — = John Grant 
1D” . - © "[DonldCrooktharks- s 
VVV James Paterſon 9 | 
iD” - - .- .|Elirabeth Callum - c — 
3D* .- - - -f Alexander Falconer -J 
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. * 4 Amount 4 | | . Son 
GOODS SEIZED. | — From whom, + 00 A eee 
1 ; e 3 PxosECUTION. „55 
* ; oO, TTC 
1 Still „Charles Stewart - 2 1 
j D* - . a 1 James * „ | 
LF - - - John Hendry - 
))) x Yourg - = „ 
1b [Alexander Falconer - — | Condemned. 
iD” - - [Alexander Stalker 1 ; 6 1 
T9” =» Robert Calder | 
3” - - - | William Donaldſon . | 
I 5 5 1 1725 Wi - Er. vu © 1 | 
. - Alexander Wiſeman „„ 3 3 — 
„ eee 1 | D*andfodfor -| 110 6 
D - - -{George Kilman + -) |” | 
13D” - ꝶůà .- -{George Spence i] . 
5 „„ Jon Stephen 
J » 7: 0 - > 3 - 3 
%%% Sn {+ „ 10 7 91 
%%ͤ Margaret Grant > 
2D - ohn Cameron | 
T9, - -  » ß | 
I D - - - - William Garrow o - —_—_ - De - I 5 — 
2 D* - - - Donald M Rae — 
1 D * - - "a De a * $a 
VVV Ang. Mende . | | 
„ „ Hm Golla a 
1D” - « = !  -| Rod* MKenzie - [ 
% o 1 
1D% + +» fag Urquhirt- | |? 
„„ Een Piller - „ . 
1 De Alexander M. Arthur 
0 and 1 Copper John M*Gillavray -!' 4 | 
0” „Alexander Fraſer - \ 51 . „ 
2 De - -| James Fraſer e i —1-þ OY, | | bh | 
1 Do and 1 Copper -I Alexander Fraſer - | | 
I” ad „V ! wh Chiſholm - 
1D” - M A — Y | 
19” - - -+ } «| William Kerrick -|| | 
3 1 - - »| Gillies M“ Bain | : 
10 Gallons Britiſh Spirit - | Donald M'Kae - - 8 
9 Alex. M Arthur - 1 : | 
%%% » ; = Mex. . 8 
WWW William Scott - | | 
10 - - D*&t Still. George McAndrew - } ” 
1 Snll = + . ohn Mann 4 I 
1D” - ohn Coboban- - | | | . 
„ Alexander Roſs — 4 
1D* - Alexander Fraſer -| | 
1D - - Rory Davidſon - : 
LD" - - » t -FFhomi Gray 7 1 
1 Copper - - | »|Willam M*Gillvray - |; ; 
1 Still = - = [Ang. M*Kennan = | | | gh 
1D «- I | Donald M-Kenzie 0 6 $i 
12D% - - I Donald MiKay — 5 + þ et > 
23 D* - . — | - | Donald M*Donald . 
1D* - - Willa Tait - ; 1 
LF» — 2 | - | Robert Young - [ 
13D*% - '- - * o| Finlay Noble, - : 
LD - - = | » Thomas Gray - i 
ERP - = a þ =» g Into | 
34 Þ* - =—-- + : +| David Davidſon | I 
1 D* Tian - ; -+| Francig Smith - _—7 1 
5 - *. | [Duncan Canipbell - | ; 
1 35 n oe” 20 nar & Co. | | 
IP. ce =o Angus Urquhart | | 
SE = . John Roſe OS - 2 . 4” | 
1D* - «< John Noble * 
1 - + } -|Donald Fraſer - — |Condemned. * 
Db obs M Arthur - | 4 
D Tin * +} James M Pherſon | 
Z * - = - : ” illiam M*Kay = 6 
"6 ». - ! »+|{ Donald Fraſer - —— 14 8 5 
1D - — — 0 David Davidſon * | 
1 D* - <« - + | Willam MKay- } | | 
; g | | 


RETARD - _ E ˙—•⅜/% Wc Set : EIN 4 Fe 
i , CONS 


=. 7 
3 
f 
D = 
þ 
* 
Fs 


Inverneſs ColleAion—The Account of DisTiLLEzy Seizvun Es, &c.— continued. 


600DS SEIZED. = 


am_— 


| 1 Still - - 2 


1 De 
5 3 Gallons Britiſh Spigits 
1 Still 8 1 Copper 


1 | 
1 Still 3 
1D” » - - 
- : 4 
8 5 0 
x 4 8 
1 1 S 
— 1 * = 
— — - 
— — — 
- - - 
= 0 — 
— — pg 5 
3 5 
- — — 
- - - 
— -. — 
- a — 
- Py - 
— — 
5 5 5 
* ax — 
* ; 8 — 
= = - 
— - — 
= — — 
= * 1 
1 . E 
= 8 > 
; - 4 
1 - Pa 
- — — 
- * — 
5 A 8 
- - 5 
* - — 
— — 2 
n * — 
= - — 
8 1 88 
— o - ; 
- 3 - i 
— * as 
Z 2 
* 5 


John Fraſer and Co. 


| Jamey Chiſholm, -+ 


| William M Lean 


A wWiliam 8 


William Henry 3 


De 
{Catherine M*Intoſh - 
Rory Roſs -—- =» 


John M*Tntoſh and Co. 
James Fraſer - - 
John Moriſon - = 
Alexander McKay + 
Alexander M'Rae - 
Alexander Noble 
David Davidſon - J 


Thomas Fraſer + 
18 Gallons Britiſh Spirits - 
De 


John M Donald - 
Donald Biſſet 5 
John Matheſon 
Alexander M Lean 
Alexander Grant 
John M Kenzie 1 
Gow - 1 
uncan Cameron 
Alexander Calder 
William MBaine 
Hector MLean 
William MLean 
Donald M Ka - 
Alexander M Donald - 
John M*Carrick += 
John M Kenzie \ 


James Gollon 
Alexander Fraſer . - 
Donald Forbes - 
William Dallas - 
Donald Brice » 
Alexander Thomſon - 
Alexander Chiſholm - 
Duncan Robertſon <« 
James Fraſer - = 
Donald Chiſholm - 
John M*Carrick _ 
Alexander M*Kay -<- 
Donald M*Lennan - 
Murdo McKenzie - 
William M-Kenzie 
Hugh Grant 


Norman Fraſer - 
Donald Fraſer - -= 
D® . - 1 
Donald Voung . 
Thomas Michael & Co 
Alexander Fraſer 


ory Fraſer He 
Simon Lee - 
James Chiſholm - M 
John M Donald 
June Grant 
. Grant = — 


4 U 


Murdo MLenan 
Donald M Donald 
Alexander Roſs A 
Alexander Noble - 
Colin Elder 
John M*Lenan - 
ohn Tolloch - - 


onald Provoſt Þ 


5 
Value. 


1 


Amount | 


Rn. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


sun 
Event of recovered or 
| compounded 
PRrO8ECU TION. for. 
Condemned and fold For: „ 
Condemned «+ 
D' and fold for- 3 8 8 
a, Eo 8 
Condemned. N 
Do and ſold for 7 13 — 
Reſtored. - oe 
Condemned and fold for | 2 18 11 
35 
, a, 18 2 8 
Condemned. 
4 g 
De and ſold for | 20 — 
= 5 
Condemned. 85 
a Tis 


NA 


„„ 


WL 
| * 
K * . 
REP jr TER SL ewe: — 
* PAs Te 7 
: 7 


* 


x. OE ata Rar. 7 N 5 Nees * A <5 
1 * * * ory owt N N 5 7 Pr . 


7 


. 


4 


me N A wh © eras EO I OOO 0” oe, oe 3 
Saf * ee % We: 8 


* 


Hf 


BF 9 
i 


eum Collin. The AccounT of DisTiLLERY Stizunts, &c,—contimud, 


— 


SF J 
: 3 
2 F * 6 « 


* 


— 


| 
. 


75 


GOODS SEIZED. 


£4 
From whom. 


| 
4 


. 


O 
Dj 
— 
* 
x 
i 


S 


CELL 
2 1 


98 


CELEECED 
„ 9 


— 


TY 


© © © © 
— 
z 1 
2 
8 
, eee eee ee Shs e TOI! 


8828 
2 | 
3 1 
en 
1 4 


82 
1 


8 
x 


ans E e 


92 


7Y 


© 
N 
2 


S 
' 
' 


> fo fo fo fo 
x 


- 
D* - 7 
D 7 = = 
EE" 
gr Or 
De - ur w] 
De Tin ©» = 
8 — 
„„ 
is Wm - 1 
ac 
D*®. » - — 
3 
8 

| — - 


9 


S 


D Fe Fo 
3 
WM. 
_ 
Rn # 
MT 


IJ? 


J 4-644-464-2024 23.4.4 


8 
De Tin 
8 
8 
„„ 
3 


EU———z.VUꝛũ TY — „„ „„ „ 


. 
allons Britiſh Spirits 
| s 2 - 


ETG. 
oY 


| -- 2 M Millan 


Rory M Ponald 


De and 1 Horſe 


- | Colin M*Kenzie 
Finlay M*Gregor 
- | Alexander Gray 
[William Noble - 

-| James M Donald 


ugh Fraſer - 
Alexander Fraſer 
-| William M*Pherſon 

„Rory Fraſer - ' 
Donald Fraſer - 


-|Johy M*Bain - 
-| John Mi*Intoſh - 
-| James M'Intoſh 
- [Catharine Craigie 
Dun. Campbell 
David Davidſon 


- | James M*Pherſon - 
- | Andrew M*Kenzie - 
- fol S 
„ Joha Smith - - 
- 755 M*Pherſon - 
Hough Falconer - 
I David Davidlion <— | 
John McArthur - 
; Jobs M*Gillavray - | 
-| Hugh Falconer - 
Donald M Donald 
John M*Pherſon 
- | Will. M Cornie - 
» a Iver - - 
- un, = 


M*Arthur 
5 
-| James M Pherſon 
John Baine — 
- | William M Comie 
Pryce M*Pherſon 
Hugh Falconer 
" E M Arthur 
ugh Shepherd 
-| John M Arthur 
Je Kennedy +» 
John Gillavray 
-| James Mill - 
John M*Pherſon 
[William Fraſer 
Gillies VI: Baine 
Dun. M- Arthur 
John Smim 
0 „ 
- Pryce M-*Pherſon 
James M*Pherſon 
Jo. M*Gillavray 
- | Gillies M*Wain 
Paul Kennedy - 
-| James Fraſer - 
-| Alexander M*Rae 
- 2 Elder - 
onald M*Gaull 


Alexander M*Donald 


- | Thomas M*Kenzie 
„John Tulloch - 
- | John M'Craw - 


-| Charles Fraſer - 


John Provoſt - + 
Alexander M Rae 
Ann Paterſon 
-| James M Donald 


John Fraſer - - 


— 
2 
id 
þ 
* 
- 
- 


Amount 


or 
Value. 


4 2 4. 


111 


f : De and ſold for ” 


Event of : 


 ProsECUTION- 
| | | 


ah 


Condemned and fold for 


Condemned. 


Condemned. 


Condemned. 


„ 


— 


Do 104 ſold for 


Condemned. 6 


+ 


D* abd fold for-:-: 14 


4 Do EP | | 1 
Doe and fold for - 
- D - 
5 


De and old for r: 


1 


Sun 


I recovered or 


compounded 
for. 


£5 1. 4. 


1 
* * 


OBSERVATION; 


. 8 . Ee hes WC 88 LY. 77 DIET Lo be EE 1 n A a. : Z 


wh. 


EP 1 
FF 


hs * 
22222222 ĩ?5 ð ̃ TEL AGE ff.... La 
FJ T 8 


n 
* N fe 


. 


« 
un, 
” 
[ * 
7 
. 
2 
* 
5 
55 
* 
8 
3 
24, 
"= 
*- 
> 
Wo, 
3 
a 
» T 
4 
2 * 
> * 
. 
92 5 
3 
* 5 
"ND 
3 
el 
by” 
2 
N 
= 
0 1 
ww 
; Yr” 
I, E : 
— 
* 
1 ED 
. * 
* "3 
4 2 
1 
1 * 
8 
2 15 
2 3 
1 
1 
= 
_— 
: . 
=. 
_— 
< XR 
1 
_ 
, E 
2 } 8 
* ; N 
2 * 
1 
8 5 
. 
by es 
__ 
"7 
- 
3 
o Tc. 
7 
== 
* we. 
Work 
_ 
50 
of 
* 
1 
Ne 
1 
by 
= 
+ 
* 
7 
* 
* 
0 


= 


A ÞP.P EN} MIX (As) 


41 9 e * 
1 


7 e Wh AS 0: EE Es wager met IP gre* =; eee, e rh 22D . Ree pct ene cats 


Inverneſs Collection. The Account of DisTILLERY Syrzunts ; Kc. cn l. 


—— —— nf > PFs 2 
e e E 


GOODS SEIZED. 


— 


Per 


Do 1 
8 
5 
5 
„„ 
I a 
ID; 
Do». 
Fo EY 
3 
3 
| 50 | 
1 Copper : 8 


1 


3 D® - | 
12 Gallons Britiſh Spirits - 


1 Still - - . 
44 Gallons 4 585 Spirits 4 


11 15 


E 


From whom, 


Event of 
/ ProeEcCVUTION., 


* Wes "a. i 
— Y 


; 


John Matheſon 
William M*Kay - 
Widow Gray 
John White 
Alexander Stephen 
James Forſyth 
James Sharp 
Alexander Farquharſon 
Thomas Seal 
John Stephen 
Jo. M*Laughlane - 
John Sinclair 
John Umphry 
John Miller - 
Robert M<Laughlane 
Peter Farquhar 
William Shaw 
Alexander Forbes - 
Donald Cameron - 
Alexander Thomſon 


* 


1 
3 
* 


DD 


1 


Condemned ow ſold for | 
| 


4 3 ö » 


5 Dt 


De 
De 
De 
Do 
Do 
" 2” 
De | 
„ "IJ0 1 
Pe e's 
Do 
Do 
De 
D 
De 
De 


Ex | 


[a l- 


| * 19 125 8 


> 
PET 1 : yh 

NY — 3 

4 * 
1 ; ; A 8 
n bk FED IS * 1 % Y 3 1 8 * 
— Yr 
N 5 
7 


1 


ö 


| OBSERVATIONS, | 


— 


wo 


8 XY 5 
ee . N 4 J COTE . eg Nur W Tube 5 


10 | . Broughton Accomptan. 


: , * 
OE OE Ie NS LI DDS 1 P 8 ; N = d ITY — 
jj / d . 
Wo | e a $I 75 CCG EST Lb r 4 _ - 
: Nie n : % F. SING \ 


5 Gallons of Britiſh Spirits 
1 Still Tin . 


10 - WP os 8 - 
1D | - = = 
19 „%% MP OM 


BP oo ol» 
19 = = 2 
1 De - 
1 De and 1 cure. 3 
1D? Tin 8 


1 De and Caſt Metal - 
. and r Tin VV 


JJC TTT 


PRES 
ord 


3 


7 Gallons of Britiſh Ipicits 
1 Stall _ kao: | - 
1 * - 
1 D» I 
1 D® 5 2 8 
1D $i 4 - 
1D — — — 
Worm 6 
16 Gallons of Britiſh br 
1 De 
i „ . — 
8 Do 
5 De and 1 ritforſs 
and Cart + 


5 ation of Britiſh Spirits 


and 1 = 
2 Still, and ST : 
T 


P . 2 4 
1007 2 ON WOES: * r £ r Tre l CORES 1 » : 
r 3 WS EP AA n Zo 
e RET EE I 8 bk r 3 N F 2 . 
LEN RES VC / TVT 


— 3 
2 n rg tere N by n 2 addi N ooze . 
"x 'E . m —̃— ůUͤnUñ—ñ—½— : ⁵.ä OI Es AR n r 
8 re EIT 3 4 . 8 r . ets 


— 


Unknown 


E. M*Kechney and . 


Ferguſon 


kine - 


M*Donald 


M*Laren 


Thomas Gardner 


hn Burns 
obert Hamilton 
Andrew Joiner 


Now M-Arthur + 
De 
A. Mæioiay ond). as. 


Elizabeth M. Laren 
Nicol M Laren 
D. Sinclair and J. Stewart 
A. M*Laren and J. 


Andrew Wingate 
James M“ Gregor | 
Rob, Michael Lothers - 
Margaret Graham 
Peter Stewart 
Donald M*Laren 

G. McGregor and 5 


Nicol M Laren 
William M*Alpie 
Nicol M*Laren 
Peter M*Laren 

- [Robert Ferguſon 
Thomas Train 
John Miller 
Mary Turner 
Mary Connal » 
Mary Turner 
John Stirling - 
Mungo Ramſay 
J. M Naughton 
Peter M Cara 
Alexander Marſhal 
Unknown 
William Lockart 
William Baird 
-| William Lochart 


4 


4 


4 D- and ſold.f 


5 


11 + 


De and ſold for 


Do and fold for 


D* 
Reſtored. 


neces. 
Reſtored, 


CY: Y 


1 5. A 


1 
7 i "x 
7 3 8 N * 
85 0 
- 3 


| Condem ned, 


Hs Fs, #7 = . 


Condemned wi fold for 


* 


„ "ah 
Condemned and fold for 


wr 
* 


8 


4 — — — * = —— = * 5 
LINLITHGOW COLLECTION, i. 
- — ys — — — — 4 


Condemaed and wid for 


N 


x 
— 


o % 8 y = 7 
* = + 
3 ſor W L * 4 
£ — 5 


8 
| Condemned. 


1; 


Condpmnes and fold for f 


a N * 4 4 
s. 15 - 2 5 | | 
0 - „ . bot "Me 


2 = 5 - V 
a # 


477 2 

| After the Condemnation of 
the Stills ſeized in this Collec- 
tion, they were broken down, 


8 6 [and the Materigls«put up to 


| Sale, The Produce” of all the 


{Seizures have been acepunted_ 
| 1for in. Mojeties betwegn the | 
| King and Seizure Makers. | 


The Names of the Perſons 
{proſecuted for Penalties are in» 
C 

\ſerted in a ſeparate , Ada.” 


1 ay 
7 
: 3 


r 75 


Hu. Broughton, A ccomprant. 


_— 


— 


- GOODS SELZED. 


From whom. 


ProsrcUTION. 


2 
— 

— 
— 


iii e ele eee 


© © 


STS 


i 


221 „ „ „ „ „ „ „„ „ ED LITE. IEICE" 


„ to de rota 


** 


ieee eee eee eee 


9 8 
EI 


28 


S 
ee + 
ES 


S 
© 


© D 


SS 
rr 1 1 my 1 1 


* 


888 
S SS © 


88888288 


Archibald M Donald 


o air ret T Ks x IRE 
: * a, 


TU nd age b 


w, 


4 Ky ont IL 


FO 


8888888888880 


85 . 4 ne 
1 * 35 =. | 


8 
Z 


William M*Pherſon -+ 


Thomas Inches - 
William Spalding + 
David Scott To 
ſames Duncan 
John Dick 4 mr Þ 
David Fraſer /' | 
Elizabeth M*Dogald ' 
John M*Kay - 
Mrs, Stewart 
. 


, Anderſon Z 
j M*Nicol +» 


Agnes Gilruth - 
| Charles M*[ntoh - 
Donald Ferguſoa - 
John Robertſon =» 


Robert Ferguſon - 
| James Campbell - 
-| Samuel Bailiams '-- 
Widow Robertſon - 


Joho Robertſon = 

. Do X EO 
James Fraſer - 
Charles M'Laren 


-|Robert Ferguion + 
Ch. and D. Conachers 
Alexander Dewar » 


Mal. Cameron - 
5 Lagon = 
nknown  -: » 


Alexander Cuming - 


Mrs, Stewart 7 
Angus Gray + M 
Charles Chrightou - - 

-| James Cameron 
Will. Innes . 
James Duncan -] 


J. Peanycook  -<-7}\_ 
J. Thomſon 1 


Duncan M*Gregor - j 


3 McKenzie - 
Jon! Campbell 
John Tnomſon 


Mrs, Taylor 
John Robertſon 


John M*Lagan, + 


Alexander M*Farlane 
Robert Ferguſon - 
James Cathcart - 
Alexander Cle 

ohn M*Lagan - 

ohn M*lotoſh 

eter M*Phail . 
joha Robertſon 
Dons Mi Pavih - 
Peter Anderſon -— 
Will. Kennedy - 
Don® M*Tavith - 


Peter Lothain bs 
James Robertſon - 
hn Stewart | - 
un. M*Callum - 


Don“ Levingſtone - 
_ Butter 
. Fraſer & P. Scrym- 
geours 43 
Don. M“ Laren 


William Stewart 


Walter M- Farlane 


Condemned. ; 


Sum 
recovered 


4 compounded 


for . 


445 J. 4. 


| TL IIs - 4 


| OBSERVATION, 


Ac 1 5 


Many of the Stills ſeize! 
in this Collection being of 
Tip were of almoſt no Value, 
They were all broken down 
after Condemnation, and the 
Materials put up to Sale, 


The Produce of all the 2 


Seizures have been accounte4 
for in Moieties between the 
King and Seizure Makers, 


The Proſecutions for Pe. 


| nalties are inſerted in a ſepa- 
rate Account, | 


1" 


1 $ x 5 4 4 1 


Perth Clledie he Aecous N r of diert 


r Frans HH, 


; 24 Wl Lo 23 4 443 


ILLER 1 S120 RES, &Ccmcontinurd. 


* 

IO! . . A F * whe 

Te ns Tz = _ * 
: * 
4 


* whom. | 


a 


* * 


6 


N de 
— 


* 


1 1 5. & 6 Gall. Brit, Spirits 
9 Gallons Britiſh MY 


1 Do and 14 Gal. B. Spirits 
9 Gallons Britiſh Spirits 
1 Still and 2 Bolle of Malt 
9 Se Britiſh Spirits 
1 Still, Tin = 
3 Þ* | 
11D - - | 
1 D* Tin 


12 Gallons Britiſh spirit, 


18 Gallons 


1 


4 


1 
7 


30 
30 


10 


20 Gall. Brit Spirits, 


2 Do 


2 


5 
*7 


9 


10 


— 


1 Still, Tin 
Britiſh gar 


2 Stills 
5 
E | 

; D'& 4 Gall vt. Sp 

1 De 
j D*- 
113” 
1D*% = — »} 
lg | 
1D | 
T1 = - | 


2 


ä „ e 


Rea 


1D” 
3 D* 
1 De | 
1 De |. 
10 | 
; Gallons Briciſh N 
4 0” 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
De 
Do 
D 


+ 
0 


1 Still 
1 D 

1 De . 
1 FOTO 7 Gall. Brit, Siri 


i b 
1 D® 


£1 

— 

% 

# 

ans * 


Horſe 
— 


and Cart 
2 Stills 


- 


1 Do 
"5 Gallons Britiſh $pi 
Ds 


+ 


W. kel bedr | 
A. & ]. Scrymgeours 
Dun. Menzies 
-W. Steven 
la. Ramſay 


ly W 


John Waddell 


Wm. 


Don. 


Dun. 


Ja. Kinnear 
W. Davidſon 
pat! Ritchie 
Tho, Inches” 

Alex. Wigton 

rauf: rd 
A. Williamſon 
[Cha. Miller 
james Fraſer 
John Adams 
[W. Glass | 

Ja. Stewart 
Alex. M*Intoſh 
John Adams 
Andrew Syme 
Cha. & D. Conacher 
beter Martin 
Dun. M*Navghton 
Alex. Kennedy 

M*Kenzie 
John M*Logan 
Mr. Taylor _ 
James M*Farlane - 
Peter Stewart 
| Robert Scott 
J. and G. M*Intoſh 
Don, M*Kerrachin 
William Kennedy 
Ja. M*Lean 
Dun. Robertſon 
Ja, Stewart 
John Stewart - 
iohn Scott 
Peter M*Gregor 
Don. Cameron 
Peter Robertſon 
| David Balhary 
Widow Mitchell 
David Reid 
William Wilkie 
Peter Porter 
Andrew Fleming 
gn woos. 


John 


D 


Mitc Hell 


iller 


Powang 
nzie 


LO 


„ 


* 


- - 


a 
e perm 
Gregor 
J. Robertſon and 7 


'Lagan 
- Coltuhoun 
obert Ferguſon 
Robert Buttler 


yo 


Ja. N 

Ja. Scott 
Will, 
Alex. Stewart 
Tho. Stewart 


— 


W. Br ce & J. Neven 
J. Seo 
J. M. 


„ 


, 


1 


6 - 
- 
_- 
ED 
- 
* 


5 


you 


EFELIE FALL RIELLE. 


e A AC eee, e ee 


PFF 


e 


P 


FP 


D 


3 Condes ed. 8 


42 
1 
TR 4 
is . 3% ? 
. ; Oe” 
o 
z 6 — — 


Phones 110. 


— 


4 


a 


Condenined Lenka 


5 4 : 
— ; 2 Cs. F 7 
1 $ , 90 $i : 15 6e £3 * 4 
| e 
5 4 * 2 1 . 
E * D . 
— „ 
n . ; 22 Do 9 * e 
9 fy . * EP 
De | 
: n+, 
; 0 
« . 
5 5 
5. 
1 5 
„„ 
5 1 


2 


Fe 
f 


Doe and ſold for 
Condemned, 
De ard ſold Pre 
Cefrdemned, 
De and fold ſor 
1 De "x 


Ne «tt Je! 


Condemned and fold for| ip 


RY DO IN 
eſtored. 
. 7 z 3 
1 
5 


„ „ 


8 * + Ny £4 
a q 


g OPS + 
n EDS. 2 5 


A 


- 


* 
* 
* 
* 


i 
* 
* 


Se 


f 


* 
< 8 Y 


* 


ES 


| 
1 Feat 


o 


FE 


W 
* 7 * * wild U 3 11 * 
E 
> 
* 


S 
5 


©D 
5 


þ 


0 „„ 
; 3 „ 4 
D 4 ld for 
4 9 Z 2 BE 2 2 ; 
1 
\. 3 9 BCT W945 
2 — 


* 
R 
* 


be N 
Ke bY. 2 
> rt * 5 
28 Va. 


2 * 1 
* EY, ** 775 i | : 0 : | 
+ EF * 
ö 


* 
4 


Condemned and ſold for: 


* ny 

3 ED, is 

gran. N 
N 

8 ; . 


— DN 2 a 7 
I - SS ore. Fino ee 


ha 


1 


SAG 


. 
6 


1 


WAP? 
bY 4 1 . 
# ” EF 


— n 


75 = 


I recovered or 
compounded | 
for. : 


Se e e TO . * eee 5 R e 1 Ye nt melee A * — * "IG 2 
. 1 $24 14 _ * 
| : ; : ] 
$ F - 4 8 [ 
* 8092 5 - 
| Su 


wares 


3 


| | : 25 Ex »4 : 5 233 
f ; N * ; 


Ss 23 8 PPP n 
4 4 | 1 $ i 3 : 
wo 4.5 
- I 5 


2 


* 


1 


9 


Y 


ig 


= 


| "4 Fa n 3 f 
inn 6 Yoo M4 
N oh WH", 2 $41 


Sends i WE: 4 #m 
„ EEE TIES 


27710 42 M14 IA noting PY 


7 "my 


4 


* 


- 


1 

N 

8 : 
a Howe 65 7 

* 


ung 


1 f i 


4 
* 
> 
3 


8 


8 
„ 


8 
4 7 


COLE F » Fm Ä 8 


Is 
8... 


my 


1 


„ «WV ws 


* 


* „ N oO on oy „ n m „ — 4 4 * @ 


OI 


Ix 554 2 . FS 


* . 
; 5 N 8 
ne, „ Ow PR Me 


* 


* 


a 
L 


„% „„ „ 


= Y : 2 "= SF Ex 
x 2 ids " 3 : 

. { | * * h 58 ; : 9 

, | 25 2 x” 5 4 2 7 q * 5 

is X wha: LY Os. 2 on + + * A iy, * 

4%; 25 I RE 2; 8 2 6 3 4 - 3 5 * 

ö 8 8 N e 2 EO 3 8 ? 

8 * * 


Wenn . . . {7 OI IT N RR PIO 0 a n adn” At < ot 5 8 ö 0p 
S ie 4 7 us * 7 R * N. JJC ²˙ m EEE IRA - : BY 2 2 9 R 8 ü OY e . 
; - ; N * | . N 4 9 _ e . R LS 5s ACE e 
8 ; : 21 x 1 a Is WEE TIL PINT I RES 1 N 
x S F i . : 5 2 * = 1 1 — . 
0 j 7 1 4 | l 5 Py v ws 
„ * £ 5 
— 7 N. 5 * a 2 
* * — N * 7 
" * « 5 8 » 
4 \ * - I » Ts » 2 E 4 1 
* * , - 8 
* a * 4 * 
4 * 2543 . , " . 
: Fc 4 _- Fob * * 5 « — - 
« s <P | : S , 9 . - . * % A a 7 

1 , 
1 5 54 1 8 5 4 4 s 

Fg $4 = E a6 = (35S 8 * N * * 
9 - : * ' — n a — 4 

* * # * 6 7 

1 + 4 
* 
4 


— = — ” — — — = — —— * 
„„ ö jm. — Dr pe DE. oy . gy 2 2 


—— — — EIN 


= 3 A A SR + 7. R 


— — 
#. Khao F e, N 3 3 8 * —— — 
A * k 


FM „ tt hs. a? * M 3 


Perth Colltion—The-Accovs 1 of burt. zar e eue. 


ao A 
is | k Fe, —_—_— * 4 * 2 + 
a | i « : : g 4 — a 0 * — * 8 . a — 6h N , 1 9 * 9 ** , 
ade rn * 3 ; ; 3 Z T 
E r ee een e . * e . es ob aero e ert ans e o PP ] Never Ae} 
* 


EC | 1 


Sun 

| recovered or 
f compounded 1 
for. | | 


„44 IT ad 4 £ yy 6. 8 oi A + rh 1 77 a EA Io a eres 
go Gallons Britiſh Spiris | KobiriLow - -. - r . 
D* Daniel M- Andre -|  — | anden ned a ld i for 


_ % W lb ail t 45-4, ts ot 


1 4 
| Phorxevrion. 


3 
1 = ; £ 
8 * 1 $ 


; * 
9 


r 8 * 


a. 


— 


John Stewart 
— Donald N - 
- | ba + Peter M* All "ac 
- Tee 
N lo dert ſon 3 
— 7 tap - -, £ 
1 n Douglaſs - » 
| Os fob Robertſon - +» - 
Alex, Duff 
Peter Stewart - - -J}| = „ 
J. %%, 17. ©. GE 1 pgs 


John Forbes * . 1 


N 
1 | 


+ : 5 4 9 5 My 
- Petet 


= 
* 2 ꝙ2ñ“d̃ „ 
- = 

— 


-, an ; = 
2 FOR 7 1 * : 4 


11 


10 
Britiſh Spiriis 


e 
8338 8 2 
* 
LIL 


1292 erguſon 
enzies 


— 


ames 
dow/Mengies - » | # i = 
William M'Donald - || *© Yael 
William M*Millan - 4 V•V 
„Alex. Nobertſon -{ 1 8 
. Stewart 1 . | 
| Willa Kennedy . - . B „% = eg „ 4 5 
| John Robertſon - 1 Fx BE mg, OT i 
Es Robert Menzies -. «|| ö % ͥͤ | 
' [John Forbes 4 „% gots Bo 
William Straiton el 5 | 
A Andrew Craigie 1. EPS: | ts „„ 
%%% | | | 1 8 
James Stewart — ; „ . 
William Kennedy, | 
-| Walter M-Farlane 
— prong ewar - +» }j}]' 
Ale. Dewar - - -3| 
3 be N ©; 


6 | x D® / Þ oa 3 |; 
Tf - - - } {Peter MFbwil .- oe]. - ! 55 ; : ; 
Fi 1 - I Job A . Et 1 5 0 | - : 
1 1 Dy Ibn 1 „„ „ 1 25 1 
ö Gall. ur Spirits | q inf: opting e „„ | 
$i ; 8 John Go /m 5 ES Z 7 + 2 . 
1 Sill - | *| Fes, Roberto | * | | „ * 
1 * and Copper * 1 e 1 FF 35 : Bhs 
1 I ks A amron = ; | | 66% ũ᷑ .:.: 3 | . 1 
8 Gall. Brit, $piries -| Donald| Der- | OD rp. #20 1 
[| 2 Sill Tin 14 Nebel VV 2 {1} 1 i 
il | 3 Alex. Nobertſoon 5 EL 1 TOY „„ 
1 8 - | + Donald M-Gillivie . Te corn ⁵ ur; KS. 
1 » | .-| Donald Campbell - |] - )) “ 
3p - - | -|Widow& A, Menzies || þ **Vß . : 
1 _ |» | [Peter Stewart 1 | | „ = © : 
| 
L 


3 2 G 
* * 2 
* 5 
_ G 
* 


V 


SSS ede 


OR 
— 


So 
EE 


i 
i 
— 


- 

LI 44 41 4-4 24-3 0 
* 

I 

1 

*. 

3 


3 I 


„„ 
222 F 2 


888888 


bp ſald ſor 


> — re ta: 
. « 
PPP þ 


& 


| - e. ewa 
Don. Men zie 
 _ 1RobertScott . - ft 
-| William Men zie 26 : my 
. V! a 
* Lagan f i ” © 
un. Fletcher | 
John Anderſon ES 
* enzies . 
M'La gan =, 1 
* Cameron 0 
3 * E. M- Lotos 9.4 
I bert Wallace 
uin Kennedy, - - 4 
"of Fames Btewart - | . 
James Menzies - - 4 


P 


8 
1 


82882 


Peter 


1 


. 
6 


EI 
—_—_ » 
* * 


— 


* 


' 1 2 k 1 © I, 5 1 8 


1 
bo. 
2 
%00hamD POE. 
„ = 
S 
* 


EGG ee e e wuwwoSuGcuguang aeurarnopncugSecugumantun®tc cn 


„ 


Jes see 


. 


eren eee n 


on, 
1 tewart « 
obert M*Gregor 


e 


* r a . 2 


Robert Devrair 
— 385 uwe — 


Gregor - | 


aL 


CC — — . — 2 — . 


* 
4 7 
25 
65 
” 
* 
2 
* 


LE 


r n er P e SO G : 
"WY * WIR: . EL 6 * n RF 5 . bo £ 8 5 . $ 
F 9 > Ws Ys ww # . * fa N OE Rees 1 2 enn > "al my n * r a f n SEALS wt, \ wg FO 2 N 2 
5 bo Wh — * ng 4 52 G n 2 , 2 5 N Nen Ae oF. Fenn 2 Pann r XI c Soong go 893 * CR e en, OE ATR, 
: * X's N hy Ss _—_ # _ 8 rr i Wea oP r KD LE © 8 - 4 8 W wy) £7.53 T ov - WITT 2 » = 2-4 n 4 1 * 
2 82 — 8 SF 3 9 oo 2 I bf Fw, n 1.20 hp IIs 1 OO 7 N 8 o EO OR „„ RR ELIA. 7 F ay gr ofa nn He Ew * 
99 > ”- v age} 1 8 * Ys fo: 7 1 ' Bo 1 3 1 $5.9 DG n [LES ee S I n RED AG EI F A r nn CER . 
1 ro” ESD. Ti. Ti DS 3 7 9 Ty nenne CS LY ern . l D eee 7 Wer N n N * L 


J 
1 
2 


3 5 AAPELE g . C 

"Pw 7 DP rid 7. 8 W < N * * 
N A 8 9 * „e Abd - 0 4 EET 
3 * Ee 8 E 7 ” 8 9 1 s 


F ” wn 8 
ks 
N awd 8 


8 


£14 N 1 


2 


1 Fe 


5 f 9 *. . 5 a F 5 | l | 8 4 *. . 
- 75 e 8 5 22 "ya TY, wo 1 
I p * 4 t 
N b : 5 „ 
4 = ; f s 4 l W b y . ” r 
* Fs» : 1 YE, j : 

4 4.0 * X 1 . K 1 * 

1 * : . 2 8 | 
: | | | y | ; N 5 5 


——ꝑ———ẽñ4⁊—. = ——p— 2 


n x 
eee 


„ Perib Collection. — The Account of Disrirrzar SEIZURES, &c.— continued. 


aa 
25 

th * Pk "ER - if: 
l . 


1 


8 


; anne, 1 54 = 2 a eben werter ; 


for. 


rg * ES ji of + 
"Ie Ar ee ; ; 


_ 


. 


7 
WY 


8 
$54 
S 

J 

* 
* 


. 91 ; * T E. 1 2 * 
GOODS 82 IZ EDU. 


ö , TH [ | 7 1 5 7 N 4 | vn 
11 Tin 4 — — — James Menzies 4b... ay . — EISST: n e neee eee e 9-7» Pep 5 . 9 OE: ACS 3 : 3 ; | 
FRO Ja mes M Le an i 5a oP "vp $2. n : 93255 wh 5 . ; . 4 | 
l 1 29 | 1 
5 0 5 : 5 . 
+ 


| 


> Walter M*Farlane 
- | -[Dun, Forbes 
And. err 
1 5 


CY 


ö 
5 Donald Morriſon - i „ 
. ̃ EE OE eat 04 
„ John Robertſon =: IT T6 . Bok 
p John Stewart : Fl. =# JCendamned,,. 
- | James Dougia, - -[ |. Or ils Yume W 
John Stewart - - - | | 
' ohn Cam pbel] 3 1 | 
1 ; obert Bro 5 1 N ee 5 „ eee 
2 Donals M-*Phail -/- * | 3 5 1 hes wg 2, $ EE . . 4 Fc : 
„ > -|Colin Campbell --[/” 7 |” CL TE a ( ico: an 8 „ 3 
| „„ Alex. Crokine „ % 1 R 3 . 5 
1 fi . Hugh Millvard - -|} V 7 _— E G eee anni 
| hsc Tay lor ͤ;öÜ : e 
1 Beit. Spirits =, 55 3 v. and ft for 
Do » David Valentine : M7 
Do m_ hy David Chalmers 1» = T Ds „ 
De . John Morrice - »- <«|' „„ LE 
D? = oh White „ od aan 4 
De a John Farqubarſon e oat „ 
D* 1 50 James Scott 
⁵ĩo ie Robertſon - -|* 
Do William Davidſon - -<| 
„„ 90 „„ - ER 
8 lohn o 
18 Do I William Ramſay - <.| 5 ene 
18 Do John Pennycook -" 3 LE Lou Paelts 
1 Still „„ 7 -| James Monro - [3 1 „ POPE 


Gall, Brit, Spir ts KEE . „ 


i 
* 


= . 
85 1 


3 g 


4 2 
1 1 


e 


£ 
S 


2 TT] LL NEE ESR 


* 


DD a 
. — 
? es 
© ., 
. * 
* 5 


wa 


ENS ere ts 4 


2 


ns 
0 * 
* — —ꝗä4ͥ— Ur, wa „ 
z 1 
— . N 
— 


14 


4-4 
9 
0 
8 


E 
1 
: 
A. 
> 
0 
— 
IS 


"es 


1 Copper & orm 
1D D 1D =: 189 Hay ot 
1 DD 21 D*% +» j; tem $rewurt. - „ 
5 Gal, Br, Sp. and 1 ; Hide Peter M Martin 
%%% «© 4 peter M*Gregor - - 
1 Still - — Alex. Duff. - » — | WE . 
I - Ti jAlex. ere — 141 | | N 
1 15 a - -| John Robertſon «© - {| 1 f 5 

77;;»˙lͤ Donals Stewart - - (| Condemned, Co eh FG 
1 De ® - | Robert Stewart ; 1 1 
10 Gallons Britiſh Spithts David Baſhary - - -| — | Do 100 ſola for -f 
70 De Hees Scoftr f — 8 De 5 
44 NT - a John Lamb „ BE Reſtored, 1 2 
„ - Isamuel Lindſay - - -}] — ICoodemned and old for | ; 
1 Still Tin „ un Stewart — Condemned. 5 


4 ; : 
* ved 8 Fay 
——————— — — — 


A 4 1 T ; 1 2 2 
5 3 ; 1 © a» ” 4 2 9 at = i * 7 „ 5 =. - * * 
- 1 4 „ * 2 * * x 8 # ? 44 N > 
n BREE , : F PER 7 1 7 2 3 8 5 ; ; 1 SJE 
9 2 * 7 8 a 5 g BY n $3 's 2657 «þ S 8 * ; * : + * * 8 8 
; ; 5 * : x , . 5 
x $7 x 2 »# a 7 we L 


* ˖ * a 2 


1 i Hy "E * 
9 Gallons Britiſh spiels 4 John "_=m 5 — 
* 5 3 f Alex. Newton 4 0 
2 „„ e Matheſon - - -- 4 
— 


A 


RJ PPP 


- 


K 
£ 
2 1 
* 1 6 3 
* | * 


Bn. 


n 


The Produce of ud 804. 
zures ſold have been ac- 
counted for in Moieties be- 
88 the King and Seizure 


; Tis $tills were 
down e were brokew | 


There were no Pehaities 
in-this ColleQion, TE, 


L 2 — — . 


1 D⸗ - | Hs E 5 $55 s -f 
rat —_ 1 1 
1 De & 4 Gall Low Wines [James Wright 


5 s 2 5 1 , IF E 
: : - pM . # * | I s 


— — —— 


* 8 + 


A 


"70 June ee, e 41 3 8 Wen ihe 5 we |. 
25 lee, 5 i = 7*q .. — 7s *. Sill 41287 
John Grieve, 1 = I Ren 
Geo. Brown, © „ 2 | es | 


> 


eee 
4 
nt, 
3 
I 


u — en e 


ee ae. Ae WOT e Re 


TX # TS o 


Abrede (. 6 9 
bs Divritteny S112vnes proſecuted before PSY Juſtices of an Peace in as, 


1 
N n 
ST; 


© Colleftions except Edinburgh, in the Year ns ths Jaly 1 


ames'Murray - = 
George Cowie - © +|” 
Alexander Perrie 0 
| Willial Clark — 8 -|_ D* e i. 
1 8 D* IM 33 400 n Gill * . ö Condemned. FE an 4 8 | 
. 1 P- 5 1 illiam Burnet 4 Ts : | 1 : „ nalties are inkeffed in 7 

| Pain» at 11415 - ae en e 


D- ens phil) 
155 8 — 1 — John Py: m= | | ; & as” „ 1 SEE 1 8 
De 


1 Co per 1 
5 Gallpas Britiſh Spicy” 5 
1 ll | 
1 D* 8 * - — 


ſween tlie K ing and 8 ian 
Makers. The Stills were al 
broken down previous 9 
put up to Sales 7 

-The Proſecutions for Pe. 


» 5 | / . I 2 7 * N 52 if : HS . 
4 {7 4 ; ABERDEEN, "COLLECTION. | 3 
| ” 4 — * — 45 — Ir E 4 — — 5 — 
. : » 4 , betu- 3 
: ; i | 6d 1 recovered or | 
6000s SEIZED, | From whom. r e mponnged | *POERVATIONS 
| —— — 75 - | . 5 I. 1 . 2 "> pe Mr 
| 10 a Britiſh Spirit 4 willia M. Donald gs . , ug 
%%; ũ᷑ f..; 8 — Condemned and 00 for ee, I 
| , g f 5 7 — 12 — ote—In this Account ths 
t Still = - | * = Alexander Maſon | —| b. „ = [Column forthe en, 
1 Gallons Bricich Spirits - | Andrew Jameſon - << — DE cog tha, wh wount or 5. 
Still V a » | Jean Mellice — * — „ De „ pigs : 8 6 wy of i eDeizurdd is not fle 
8 - * 5 5 ; | : Ee Taylor * — — 7 | * Pot 165 ; Fi Io * of pug being the ſame ; 25 their 
1 Dy | - | Margaret Perrie - 4 — „FFC 3 LG Told, which | ' 
#7 N ; ; EN — g b 
30 Glos, Briciſh 1 - | John Gill „ *] „% oat. inſerted in the Column in jor. 
32 * [ James Gordon | — * * 75 3 1 15 tuled Ik recovered or. . 
„%% —᷑ '! Ln. Alexander Retford „„ „%fYx "aol 17 e ounded fa Or Ha» 
$ - Do ** bert Brown *1 JJV „ 
5 88 Genes — | Alexander qe me 1 = - 9 The Produce of the Scizwr 
in Sill 3 = ave Gall =: :; »|. | „F counted for in Moieties te, 


yg 


0 
} 
. 
* 
* 
© 
$ 
2 


a 


* 


4 FFT 
" 3 Chari Mitchell 


— e 


-| Jo. Davidſon « + 
a 2.” William Duncan M0 N 
- | A Wilam Low - © - 
John Robbie 
-| _-»| George Nenne | 
% EIN » | 
| Jo. MfOnach - | 
John Couts  - 
james Glenny e 
William Lawſon 
Jams Cariſtie 
William Ley 
James Lan „„ 
beter and B. Grant 
4 George Neven - 1 
ohn Low =» 
William Roſs + 
..-| Wilkam Brown 

7 0 A. Hendrie 0 
Andrew 0 

| James Watt 
3 George Durward 

1 Hugh Harper - 
Jjel4 » 50 Mill 

4 < + |, George Rewards; 
3 Gallons Britiſh Spirit ſohn . 
5 * 128 A be 


1 
e | 0 | 5 Ihen M'Hardis 
F 3 Char es. Fraſer 
James Donald - «| 
_ Unl Ne CNET * ee — es: 
-f William Roſs * - 
+| James Philip 


— - * * * - 
+ * 7 - 


Francis Rinne 


OY 


mm I ot dab. dud — 
88882 


Dr 5 fol for 1 = . 
. | jr 11 ; 3 Pd Be | 


— a4 — 
1 f | 
4 


' 


4 . — „ 
ks + ; 


2 Ate A AW te tg net 


vl 
U 
1 
* 
* 


I 


fancy ones 


I : 3 , n - . ” 2 eee wo hp: = 71 ets vgs, iv LI pag — OY r . b ow 5 
Sen —· * PR 6 2 * 9 — p 8 — N a * nw 4 — pv cts ä ey; 2 duns r Ne rd OR rr * n D — 2 — — 2 — 2 —— * 
NN 4 {A as at > es N 2 irs e N . 7 ARIES 8 I 7 8 v i DET * N e r e cee e eee N . 
* R P * 4 2 RF SIE een ** * * 8 x þ 7 4 : 
> * 


r ** 


2828288 


X% 


* 129 


1 
* = +: 


* 
5 
8 


S 
+ i 
4 


* 
8 
„ 


=» „ „ „ „ „ „ 4 


2888 
oh 


1 


8 
. 


7 L of # 3 a 1 


* 
— 


888 
> 5 
1 


Ss 


* 
\ 2 : 
«Wa OO fo WIE Lok 1 SL 


Aus 


L 
* 
£335 


S 2 753 
1 * 


2 . FI 
” y 


2 = 
* 


—— 


© 
| 
N wm Go NJ 1 


rw i Yar vs pe 2h + 5 
8 N par off br gar Dy IRE? OMG TE, * 2 


— 
— — | — 
— 


* N. ; 
f 8 * 
9 wy, E 
; 55 + o 
$82: 0:6 T ; 
. K 
. „ 
» a © 7 
et. —>— ms ptr te) bg 3 . ? 2 Sr : 8 * - hi . | 
c At ca y 3 3 LORE SL FCC . r % „ BETS a Is RY ! i 1 7 "SR. Go 7 : DI 7 * 1 : »* 8 » 
'< 2 . 3 N bo: Ce) 3 5 3 EIS 2 e ee « S 9 F . DITION $ NN £ . . n 2 5 2 4 4 : . 5 e : BE b & SE: We; — 8 - . b ; 
N . 5 — Vs, 7 * * A. e nn . . * I SES Fs EK N 8 N 8 LANDS $5 Ig 8 - n CALLE ST ; bo - | 5 n E r 2 n to." > ! 0 F 5 NE ES MN Sg OG no ee A — n e 2 Soto 
n 8 hb * IRS ; SEL . IS. 2 8 W MBE Io, So r LE An Fs ven if ay Y y 23% " - 88 * As 53 2 Fr n > * R N n Cn R eee = n 4 r 
Wis in 2 Ry oP) : az. 49-7 OT CEA r r 2 Breet Ang Bp LO noe 3 F 8 e br La Bl Mr St iT WE us es ele os are 2 Ns FI an ates — Hs 8 3 5 3 8 A r= fn re ft nt ES 3 ECD. — n F 45 Chat 8 Sf 28 2 j — RS x x \ 
e o OF > 1 , s ; 
V ay 4 


Y Sell 


| 


Wn am 2 — bs * 8 225 
Wurm ß 
r 


4 \ * 8 * >. 1 « Me 
X * * 5 > N 
1 5 . : : 5 ; Fi N ; # 
- * 1 * ®* 45 * 
* 0 : ; 
. 3 " oy A. "V+. 5. n * 5 9 I | , r 
* a X 


: f : 


— LIED —— —U— oo ABI . —— — er. „6 OS n 


— — 


Aberdeen Collection. The Ac counT of DisTH.LERY SEIZURES, &C.—continued,  .. | 


j , n e NN 2 r e Meer Sg ro ng Fr 
FO ly Sun 
Amount 4 


or | Tuent of. ,|recovered or | QyBSERY ATIONS. 


7 # : 
#53 4}: Value. 3þ Paoszcur ion. 9 25 15 


F ö « * 5 


. i 
1 — vr * — 
8 — — ; 
3 — 5 | . * — — — — — mA 
; * 


— 5h | 1 y . | 
| 2h Spirits William Smith -» - Condemns and ſold for] 1 40 — | - wi 6 Re 

oy Gai i —_ mt William MKay - + J SBS <5 „ 

555 - I James Anderſom - + D775 Þ 2 — — 3 

„ De. I James Hutcheſon „ - 1 f 

1” Charles Hardie + A 

— I Alexander 5 | 

„ B ( 7 

„ Alexander Cruickſhanks 


Ul 


m1 
; 


Goobs Z ED. 


* © Sw = BD 
i 


* 
i 


1 
3 
© N 
1 
= : BH * * 


8 6 6 
me” De - -|John Adams > = „ 5 | 
" „„ - - | john Walker 5 | 1 2 ps 83 . 
” „ Robert 3 — - | - 1* F 6 6 =” 5 
a © I - _ -|James Joly . «- = VVV 15 6 
„ | - D* - J I0 — 


 - | LJEOrpe rĩ lie — a . „ e 5 © % 
„ 2 Kamilon 5 FEET 252 7 
1D 1 Copper, & 4 Gal- | EY | | 1 | 
Jes? brivkk fine William Ley =» = Do and ſold for e 
1 De - [Donald M Donald — | - De - — | 
= No : 5 e R obe rt Mill 5 1 e Do e e 3 2 a | Sa ES EG TR a 2 


1 mon 
O 


1D* - - - -|George Cobbam - +| C 
1 D we rugs wha 1 Jo. «<O math - 3 4 8 Do ; - |- 
1 D — -Eliz. Elles 5 es Fs oy BM | 


* 


: I 
: 4 D® Tia 777 {oO Farquharſon mares ET ee "RR; 7 a 4 ; a e 
ö 1 De D⸗ „ ͤ Lawion- — Condemned. 3 b 
: 1 Po De 8 x George M- Hardy e e 5 5 TO | FE 
2 175755 Denn +} — {| D' and fold for” | hae” 5 — ro 
—__ 1D - Alexander Symon — 1 | Tam 7: 
Y 1 D. D 0 Francis Shree Pei. © _ 7 SE 
5 14 Gallons Britiſh Spirit - [Alexander Greig « -<| — De and ſold for [416 — 
Z F 2 pom Geng ya 4 | = : TT 1. LUN 
Y „ De Alexander Greig - - 1 ED eine ap" 335 e 
D i — Do N „ [ſabel Willſon > - OY 7 De „ N * 6 77g 2 1 5 . 
xz 2 81]  - :- =»; i ames Mearin - - 3) | | 
Y 1 Copper -jElſp. Johnſtone -} | | 
= Do Alexander Davidſon - : +: 
F C — ra con - ; 
5 110 Þ - 5 - [Robert Grant | | | 
3 IE é „ 7 
> - - James . Donald | 1 : 
z TD" + = - -Iſabell Johnſtone | 
3 4 Doe Head Alexander Gammie * | — 
1 11 Gallons Britiſh $pirr Walter Smith ; 72 
1 2ͥ D* - (Peter Steil „ö » 5s [2 — 114 
50 . ohn Gry - | 4 
BM 1 Still - James Forſyth - = —ͤ — 8 9 f 
1 4 Cans Britiſh site -Charles Grant —— — 1 4 — 18 — | - 65 
1 5 * „David Imray -<| — „ 7; S n 
2 „ . - | William Wright . — — - D. - — —— | R 
b )) Alexander Burnet 4 — „„ ©; | * 18 — 
BY 4 Do — William Bine * 4 aw — P20 [2 12 — ö „ 
pP. and Horſee 6 „„ 10 
2 & Cart [Widow Mearns - — — * D®* 12 19 — a | ö 
_ ;: op.: Alexander Thomſon - 13 „ 
4 3 - b evileuew [lf 7 ir I 
1 9 De Alexander Comn — 2714332 1 
2 4 =- - - {Peter Simpſon = — — - % 14-492 6+ 
Y 4 - D* _.- iin den De 8 6 c 
: | 7 „ D* = ;ẽ % -  -| =; - ) 4a 00 8 
£ „„ - - |Margaret Mair „ „ - | X 
; 18  - _D* _.. _ -{Wiliam Bowman -| — VC 
| = 0 - -{William Wenton » -<- — © - 1  » $8 $ ow 
27 De - [Hugh Robertſoen — „ b. T 
7 Gallons 'Low Wines - Jo. Smith = - -| — Condemned. | 1 : 
Gallons Britiſh Spirits - | William Wright — De and fold for 2 $5 
1 Still Tian - [Andrew Lawſon = ; „ 


** 


ET a 3 EE: ae Os 
th TT „ 5 Condemned. T . 


1 D De — - - jAlexander King bo 11 // 8 3 


122 5 - _ »ohn Thom 123 . 
4 % P c 


'4 L | FP : „„ 1 


„* 0 ꝶ6ꝗ—. . ne OED 
„ 1 P 3 


Der En 7 


Nt” 5 os 


— 2 — yr 2 


A ea FRY Rear ee ooo ˙ 


ccc 


«44 * 4 


** Ae MED. =. 4 * — " 9 ** r 
„ 4 os ie n 3 n \ by 1 
8 * * 3 es. 46 * 
ee e 0m RG, „ Sedi * W % 
* * _ e * 


— 
— 


7 i; 


4 — * 
— r Me eee * 
2 — rx = 


1 


| ; | 4 | 
adi; VE 
ATPEN DTX (A464 * 


( 


—— L — 5 
i 0 1 a 1 Sun 
: | "* Event of ] tecovered or OBSERVATI 
E N 7 ; 0 
ca — 4 — 0 — — — ban Þ . — ew L 
, * „ . „ | Le 4. TH | Le 4. J. 5 MY. 
x Stil!!! Francis Bine a a 
D555 Robert Harper | . bbs? 
, 8 - - ' {George Chriſtie 4 e | 
— & Head - 4 P Chalmers » =+| 1 | £67 
: Still - | -Fj* Mackie = = . 1 15 
1 D | ww a * ; * illiam Donald — ; | e 2 7 1 SIS 3 | 
1D* - - -< { -HamesRobertom «+ 0 — | [Condemned and fold for 5 4 
LD = - - | |Willam Bifſet - © | | | 1 5 
1 Dames Mfddletn 4 | 
L027 '- — J Willſon - — 
105 — 2 Shaw Catenach - + f 
1 D $ — George unn 4 | ' "7 | 5 „„ 
10 Gallons Dan Spirits Thomas Nicol! D 4 4 | 
x Still — © - | [Alexander Napier - | — „„ 
eee HA Hu. Broughton, Accomptant, 
1 i — - p == | 
$4 hae AI CORP EMT AS For | 
— — — _— 4 = We” — — — — 2 
1 1 bi Ds | 16 5. 4. 1 
9 Gallons Britiſh «a | James Neven 7 = — Condemned and wig 105 2-4-6 The Produce of theſe Sei. 
x Still — - James, en „„ 3 — 17 — {ures has been accounted or in 
1 D⸗ 5 5 on 1 ee Do . Je ; 3 : 4 80 Moieties between the King and 
J er Gibb - — CCondemned. F 
42608 . : | previous to 
10 Gallons Britiſh Spirits | David Sinclair' = -| — [De and fold for -| 3 6 8 |their being ſold. 
1 Still and 2 Heads Thomas «Gilwraith - — | 1 2 - 1 7 1 The Proſecutions for Penal- 
1D andi D*® - -| James Crawford - 4 — Fa D*: ww +6 _ are inſerted in 8 
„ — „ IhBlair and Martin — a 2 15 „ | 3 10 ” 7 5 
| Hu. Br roughton, Accomptant. 
| ARGYLE NORTH COLLBCTION. 
3 1 1 8 . / 3 
5 | Le 7 5, SOIL EIWTS 
: De * hon Shiv * of — [Condemned and fold for | 3 16 — A the $416 ſeized I this 
| . | — Collection were broken down 
a 2 T «pMexander Mean -] "+ *- Fane renders unfit for Ule. 
1.07 = 5 - Dun. M'Lugaſt - - 1 The Produce of them, a5 well 
1 D* » - = Alexander M*<Alliſter - p las of the Seizures of Spirits, 
+1 4 _ He Mi*Lachlane - - | {has bw 3 5 fas 
R . | | | ties between the King 
- D* 8 : : 5 af 8 1 | | | Seizure Makers, 
[ * 2 - un. n | — | IF 
1D” - - - -fDun, MfAlfince - - | | 
1 * I - = ohn M* — - - 
3 D* - 933 -| William Smith - +» - I 
LI. - eo. - vx aa — . 5 
| 150 Gallons Britiſh Spit Black „„ TL” 
f On | Colin 3 — 
1b I Don M-Eacherſon | 
„„ „ — Dun. M- Gilvray > f 
1D” - + Archibald Currie 
2D” - - Alexander Fletcher 5 | 
1D m MFArdar - > | 1 
1D - '- -»- Dian, !. -| | 1 
1 D* Ian. 8 — | | 1 
16 Gallons Britiſh a its Neil Levingſtone -|| | 
1D - - - .| James Campbell | 
1 - > „Alexander M*Dougal BD | 2 
1D* - +» , - | Þ.jDon* M'Wab - r oj > 2 
2D” - - -» ! ..|tlugh Carmichael wins wel 
„ „„ -  _ - Dun. 6 — El 5 


ä — 


— —— — FINES? 


Argyle: North. wen 3 of DisTILLERY.. Seine e 


— 


G00Ds SEIZED- | | 


6 


1 


5 


. 
3 
13 is 


5 Sills brought — — 


John Campbell 


_ 
2 


J Comphetl 
Don McKerral 
Neil Cameron 

Dun. M*Coug + 
Peter Graham 
D. Graham 


w; . 


? o 
* \ 9 # I * k * 1 
1 1 : L ; 
IS 2 8 8 a 4 
LA PRES 3 * EX ; * 5 
- py - 8 


„ 


* _ — 
—— 2 — ⏑— ß TE NO ITT & — — 1 . a n n 
I rr og TS We . oF 488 we 5 
- thi 
« CR SLY — 
1 y — . 
SAG th e eee eee ts . — > — —— 0a +; 


| Sum | A 
gy Ps 5 recovered or OBSERYATI 8. 
= Wy SERVATION 
a Paostcvriox. for- 1 , 
— Te ö 6 5 Fo ” 4. 1 * e . — * e 
„„ Tbs Jos N 12 
1 * "I 


=_ 1» - Allan MDougal © . — (condemned and fold for 43 15 Ps 
=P CCC = 
0 1 - Je M*Kerral -- | ; : «iv» 
A 1D” - = © 7 »jAlexander M. Wilken ; HEY od 
9 111777 86 . 4 N . 
fo. 1 D* += - - Archibald Adair = 4 1 1 
1D Dun. Man 1 | - *if 7 
Y 1D” .-, -- Dun. MYerral - - 2 . Po 
B 1D - Archibald M Arthur 1 3 - OT ; 
= Gan B:iih Spirits ' - | Roberc Douglas 8 A Met; 5 | De 
9 1 7 | A 
3 1 Still =» * Alexander Carr 9 4 17 
: 70 1 D* — - - ; - Alexander Campbell - a 5 1 | $8 1 1 
1p: Aang Masa „ 2 
CV Aug. Darrock - - — „„ V ͤ ts 
FE 1D%. - I Archibald Eachen | = . . 5 5 EY 
_— 1D - - - _-|Charles McGilvray - 1 Ne oy 
5 15 : - 25 5 85 M* Lugaſt Mw | +: 4 
5 1 * = 2 4 J M*«Gilvray Fa 5 : : 
4 D? - - - .-| Dun. Sen - — 1 22 Mes ai 
1D*% - - Dun. M Donald 1: / | 
1177; oe. 78 M*Legan - - „% el 3 
777 8 — E33 588 16 — 75 
1D* - = Dan Mate „„ 1 + a 2 e 
1 D ”» — - = Dun. MI Logal 8 8 2 3 , 
1 7 -» 5 ” of 1 M Nab 55 w | +. Al | . 2 
11 ĩð I James Campbell - - +.” 1 £ 5 
1D Alexander Graham | +64; 44} . 
F 1D* - - Alexander M*Quilken — | „„ EL | 1 
1D* -» 2 — — * M- Kerral 25 1 5 D? 5 25 i 6 18 15 121 | 
1 Dy -| J* Ferguſon - =» | 1 9 | 7 
| 34 Gallon Britich Spirits -| Alexander , of =, * | % 2a 414” — | 3 
| 0 are Accompiat 1 
ARGYLE SOUTH COLLECTION. a 


1 Still — 
Spirits 
1 De Tin 
8 Gallons Britiſh Spirits © 

15 i 
1 Still 5 
1 DY 

1 D® and 1 Cop pper 

$8 Gallons Britiſh Spirits 
De 
D- 

De 
D 

De 


— 


— 
— 1 


© =O ©\ 00 © 


SSS sss 
N = o) 


the Gn ny „ 


1 De and 24 Gallons Bit im 


Ts 


— 


5 


Edward Lhe 


Thomas Greenlees 
Archibald Stewart 
Peter M*Millan 
Robert Colville 
James Thomſon 
Donald Brown 
Mary Stewart 
William Hill 
Donald Currie 
Joſeph Muir 
Dug. Banatyne 
Robert M*Conach 
Dog. M#Alpine 
Peter Campbell 
Godfrey 'M*Tagart 
Duncan M*Dougall 
Alexander fohnfons 
Samuel Henry - 
John Martin 
John Henry 
Archibald M-Hinch 
mou MKinlay 
ane Smith - 


. 


- 
"ey 


* 


-{ Unknown . 
1 


% 1 2 4 4 : 2 $8, 
: i 
F » 


Condemned od and ſold for 


en e 


De and 


condemned. 


1 5 10 


5 


8 


MN} Ui. ww 


fold for 


*/. 
* 


15 — 


* a 
— — 
"= 


* 


#7 


KY 4d * 


ſold for | 


1 


PEN grey 


12 — up to Sale. 


95 4 40 m_ 7 


TheProduce of the $elgures 
of this Collection has been ac» 
counted for in Moieties | 
tween the King and Seizure 
Makers. The Stills were alt 
broken down befor being me 


£ 
- 8 
5 yl" "ER 
* . 4 3 5 
7 b 
= 1 * + 
1 ER. 
oy [4 8 * 
: * WE) 
| 1 8 
7 be” Ks 4 5 i 4 
Fey . 
8 > ; © 
5 I af oy 
. 
K : 
* * 2 3 
A * 


> 4 2 r FO 
n 


—— 


Kr en 


n 
15 * „ * PI 
* #7 


3 
4 . 
1 j 
4 
4 
. 
2 
E 
« A 
. 
- r 
7:4 
2 
my 
ERS - © 
4 4 5 
4 
" of 
i 
9 
. 
2 
* * 
5 
4 N 
+ 
F 
+ A 1 
* 
; 
1 
E 
4 
# 
3 
7 
'S 
5 
2 
* 7 l 
- 4 
ix 
+4 
1 
74 
* 
* 
: 71 
Fx 
A 
oe 
1 4 
Bay - 
' WF 
+ 4 
N 
1 
1 
1 
1 
: 
4 
* 
8 
* 
$ 
* . e ; 
| 
1 
> 
? 
N 
* © 
3 
. 
LS 
8 
We 
£4 
1 
1 
3:4 
% 
_ 
«1 
Pl 
'Y 
uh J 7 
6 
'Y 
4 
by 
wy 
7 
4 
* 
7 4 
bb 
© 5% 
* 
# 
1% - 
* 
xz 
wu 
1 _— 
. 8 
LA Y 
ing : 
be N 
K - 
Ig 
5 3 
<Y 
: N 
3 
7 
Eg 
Eg 
> 
. 
v8 
£ 
85 
0 
I 
1 
_ 
" 
ik 
1 
4 


———— —— 2 


— —— —— 2 æ— 


J 1 : 5 8 1 
i 4 | f 7 %%% | 
oops STIZED. / From whom, fa fant” 6 purines of OBSERVATIONS, 
1 1 | PRosECUTION. 90 | 
4 
1 Still - - ' -| Thomas Greenlees | Condemned and fold for [— 
5 Gallons Britiſh Spirits Alexander Shaw - D* - 5 
1 Still 17 - Mary M- Alliſter * 
1 D* - . +  } <1. Kennedy + _ » — Condemned. 1 
a D* - p. = = _ *| Alexander M(Gregor | | * 
5 F/ ²/ - += '+j. ew || Do and ford tis - , 
£22 Caſt Metal „„ -iMath, MiFie - =«<| — Condemned. ; | 
16 Gallons Britiſh Spirits Edward M*Nair - - —_ De and ſold for Oy + 
; Sul Tin - r = 24 4; 3 | TS 
I EE .: © e Ben | rs | vo emned. 
1 -| Witham Daſon - ] Do and fold for 
: Gallons Brirſh Siri. -| Mrs, Adam - > ws þ 72 5 13 | 
1 Still Tin - * | Jobn MfPhail - -] 4 - 1 wy 
1 De. Be 15 » Doncan Walker i | | 
1 D. D* - Archibald Carmichael + 1 
3 D* » D* = -  *{Archibald MKiechan | J 1 
3 D* - D* - Dunean McMillan » 5 | | 
1 D*- D* - +— | -| Archibald M Kiechan f| — |Condemuned. 0 
)))) Z: | 5 
3 D* - D* - Alexander Thomſon - | | 
1 D* - De Donald M*Storker - | | ; | 
I * ud . 5 1 Su ST 4 The 5 
| allons Bri pirits Laugh. Smit . o and (ol, — 
, Soll Tin - + ! = e Gilchriſt — 1 192 5 e 
1 D* - Dꝰ © | -|Hagh Johnſtone - | | f 
WP - 1» - + 7 "T8 MR - off! 95 
£0” «1 - .- } *aignrds Watſon and a | 
| | E. Blair - - | + | 
s D* - D* - _ -[BellMLean - ] : - 
1D - ID” - =-  -{Andrew Ferguſon 1 — CCondemned. 5 
a D* De IM. & K. M'Glaſhen © „%% > : 
13” - D* - = * -JGcorge MrMillan - ; 
D. D* - ©  -}Widow Adam 7 | 
1 De- D*. - D. M*Navughten and P'F | 
£ e | M. Shaw - - 3 1 
1 D* . IM, * | os Widow M*Neilage - ws £ EI „ 2 48 
3D* - - _- *' -{Willam Pettegrew -| — Doe and fold for <|— 15 — 
1 I „„ 5 _— Stewart Fu V7 . ; | 8 
n A peter Hamilton - = e 
1 D* - D* . Lauch. M Curd .(| © as ang | 
1 DD Archibald M- Callum 1 
3 Gallons Britiſh Spirits -[Duncan Taylor De and fold for. -| 2 — —| 
Y - TD *- ei Stalker - 3 % 3 Tet 
1 4 . „ Marge aret M'Iver - | | | 2 | 
* -» > - * = eil Ewar - - | : 5 8 
A RL 7 Donald Stather - t — JCondemned. | 
1 D* - De 0 ohn M Lean | 1. | 
88 Gallons Britiſh Spirits [William Muir and Ce | 
60 — De = # 1 Leitch . | ' 
60 „„ 1 om uncan M'Leh <> Do and fold for 145 8 9 
17 enn: Still *** N CC es | 
4, 1 Worm 238 Mann 9 15 | 
I im /// ono T7 = 1 : 
10 Gallons Britiſh Spirits John M*'Curdy «© — D and ſold for 2 10 — 
t Still and Worm Donald M'Kinnon - VE 
1 D* - Db? John M. Alliſter | En „„ 
V Archibald Carmichael N 
i J . Donald M*Storker 4 i 
1D*} - -<- I Donald M'Quilkan || 
I D* 1 5 * - Ron, M*Alle er - 1 : 
:D*'] - - =» * Alexander Nicol -| | 5 
I 4 1 „„ ja e 5 | | : 
AD > - - . | Charles Jameſon . — demned. - | : 
23 D* ; - — E Arch 1 | VA i. | 
2D*®}] + * - *=\Bar. M Ka - y | 
. | 0 mn i : | 1 
5 » -|Margaret Blew _. o i | 
FF] - - : - Sa - oF! | | 
1D) . - - <|Widow M\Neilage -, J „„ 
. u. Brougbron, Accomptant. 


0 ere cot ETON, 


* 
6 S 
. * — 
ot 1 4 1 * . — 
PIP REY e e ee ee = e —— — — — — wy — — — 
x e ? 2 N ; . AJ r 9 4 Ee 4 WE 0 * 7 a Bag. 3 «4 1 R rn 8 

_——— L l $3.5 M's by FE 225 3 K . ee Ir og atv Wo are, R et ma, 40 oe BATHS ee fot [+ a * N ** A N N * ah 4 Tk . WY fee, or tit 5 " "_ en 8 * 

. e e Spe eB a Pa „reer MN es 2 l EY EF 2 E * « 2 E 4 oe A * . „ Au * Mp 


8 


GOODS SEIZED.. 


3 


. 


a 


9 Gallon Brie Spirits - 


2 ah 
D 


wi ER 
„ W } 
; DO wwe tt wht” 
: N e 


NN — 1 


| James Oald-- 


David Sutherland 


, 
* 
5 


Donald Sutherland 
Donald Sv eee 


4 


Avg. Brice 
David Brodi 
Donald Guus 


_ „ 
4 k * 


, 
* 


: 


3 : Tz? 
EEEEFEI " 


— —— 


Value. 5 


or 


r 5 eo We 

TJ Ry £56 þ 
Event of 

""PnoszcvTroOn. 


a 


_— 


Condemned 484 fold for 
Do 

1 Do 9 55 
Do | 

55 

1 


7 


Sug 5k 


recovered or 


compounded. 3 


or- 


OBSERVATIONS, 


£ n 


47 


J FUG GN 
The Produce of theſe 47 
zures has been brought co 


Account in Maieties between 


the King and Seizure Makers. 
The Stills were broken down. 
agi eeable to Law. | 

The Proſecutions: for Pe- 


a "patties are inferted in 4 * 


* 


rate N 


21 


Bi. Broughton, Acconprant. : 


1 DUMFRIES COLLECTION, dk; 


Hu. Broughton Accomptant. 


65 
50 . 2 4 3 F 
, * a — * 85 2 my 2 — BEES 
———— : — — - * — — — 
—— 
2 ; . 1 ; f . 4 
p ; ? * PE, Z 4 a 5 4 wy ES 7 
1 . i , . 
a ö . 
{Age ad A Meade erp een . * 
55 * LAID 8 « 5 
en” [aw 3 EDEN *. x RY "Fa 
= N 1 . 8 os 82 
— 8 


3 


4 Gallons Brit Spirits" 
Ne: 


hr er Ie [+ bo oh x 
4 8 


a 


'1 e Bevrtidge 


2 Roberiſon 
ames Miller 
William Low 


obert Eaſon 
Alexander Boutrom | 


LEE 


{Donald Du „„ 


-fAndrew C Abbe e 


| [ Reflored, 
| Condemoed and fold f for 
Do. 


WEL 751.55 po "—_— r 80 
o 
” 


Condem ba and lg for 
F3 


P. | 


- 


-—_ ESN 


>. 
#5 3 


Hu, Broughton, Accomptant. 


x 


„ 


1 


4 


1 3 . 4 


F- 


The So pk 48 


y been accounted for in Mose 


ties between the King and 
Seizure N ; 


8 


. $ of 
8 * ; 75 ; 8 oy: SE 
| £74 6 1 * k 155 = 
K 2 7 an Wann 8 "—_ ah 
gr * — — "—_— _—__ 12 * 


5 Guo Britiſh Spirit 
De 


| 3 

5 P- 
D 
Do 
9 
D 
D 
1”. 
0 
De 
De 
Do 
De 
De 
3 
Do 
D 
He 
Do 7 | 

D 1 
2 

= 
De 
Do 
D 
De 
De | 

M1 

Do 


Se tyros ARA. 2m, 


25 Gallons Briti ſh Spi 
1 Still and Worm i ii 
1 D* and P- 


7 


* 

| 
"4 

- 


| jo. Thomſon 
| Allan Craig 
[William Conne! 


Jo. Blair 


[Walter M. Farlane 


{Peter M*Farlane © 
1William M* Nene 


David Matheſon 


James Symington - -| 
Archibald M*Farlane > aa 


ly. M*Kechnie # - 
James Dawſon - - 


- &@ 
T0 


Duncan 8 | 


— „K 


James Rankine 
Jo, M*Cauſh 
Jo. Blair — 
o. Vey 
Robert Pinkerton 


- 


Thomas Crai 

Robert Paterſon 
Jo. Cuddie 
William Dick 
William M Vey 


4+ 
* 


Daniel M*Kinley | 
Walter Gow 
David Lamb 
ames Crai 
Thomas 
Robert Aikman 
Jo. Buchanan 
1 M*Vey - 
obert Paterſon 


# 
- 
* 2 

1 


- 


5% 99 ph M* Iotoſh 
George Reid 
Janet Crawford - 


* 


Alexander Crighton 
i” Keir 


| 
- 


att = — - f . 


14 1 2 LELLELELLFLELELULELELEMELELE 


f Fa * 


| 


I 

1 
Nos 

P — 4 N D 2 


4 296 


Reſtored. 5 
Condemned . fold for : 


„„ „ 0 


f 
„33 
x * £ 


D 
Dꝰ 


5 De 
D? . 
De = 


Do 
Do 


nene. 


5 oh 
0 
* 
I. 
of” 


- ! ? 2 ; 


. 5 
w 


D 5 
Reſlored- 


* 


$1 
' 


1 * 0 55 
{ . Þ*- 


£ Om "ok 


Do: „ 


72 


Condemned wt fold for £ 


E * 
Condemned al * fo . 


* 
* 
hs 

—ñ—ũ— 


- Do N » + 
BY 1 3 2 Do LES 


Condewpned and fold for hy 


4E- 3 LE 8 


n en 


„* — 


4 


wy. — 1 
* "I ” 
2 + FO FR aps 
35 


— 


> ww og ls 


— 
* 


* 


* 
* 


ww. Wa » 0 - Nw O06 


* 


* 


2 


— — 


el — | ag 8 1 D * 


a | | > 4 i on .ls — [wn+wow | 


The W of the) f 
zures of this Collection h ; 
| been accounted for in Moie- 
ties between the King and 
Seizure Makers. The Stills 
were broken down previous 
. ſold, WO to 


The Proſecutions for Pe- 
nalties are inſerted in 3 abs 
L "—_ Account. BY 


* 
4 7 
15 0 
F< 
= 7 
j . 
. 5 


eee, 4d: in, * „ ten e e e 


APPENDIE (4-6) 


EE ee * N a 


— Gp ney 4% 


De. — 7 . IPO EPO r 
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Exciſe- in eee E. Edinburgh Geral Difris, —ACCQUN T of DisrmiERv SLE, 
ſor Penalties before the Juſtices of the Peace of the County of Ediaburgh, for the Year ended 5th July 1796, 


5 EDINBURGH GENERAL DISTRICT. 
| _ Amount Sun „ 
DEFENDANT's OFFENCE, or Event of recovered o How applied and accounted 
NAME, oo ProsECUT Ho. ee for. 
ved for. for. 
N 4 £5 +4 - 1 OR 
Margaret Campbell. -| Diſtilling e,,  =þ T0 = Convifted and fined in 4 | 
EL. 1 L. 100. — Never recovered, 
Margaret rie, Een %%% K Depending, 
John Macdowell Do De Cb —Convicted and fined in | 55 
; | - I O00, 4 
Robert Melroſe - . -| - D» - _- _-| 500 —Convicted, no 5 
Alexander Macglaſhen -| - vo ] goo —[Convicted and fined in 
Fn, L | C. 30.] 30 — Ia Moietiesbetwixt King 
„„ wrnfan en 1 ; „„ and Informer, 
ohn Low - - D - - -| 500 —Aſſoiſzed. 
ames-Chriſtie - - -| D 300 D* 
obert Marſhall - -| De 500 —| D = 
Mrs, Dickſon - - -| Increaſe in Stock o Adus- — N " 
Fun 220 —[Convicted & fined in C. 3]. 3 — Do 1 
John . Retailing Spirits without Li- e „ | 5 
8 I cence» += | ] 50 —|Convicted &finedin10s.| — Never recovered. 
Ct - T9 - 50 — E ona in Licence | 
| | | 5 IE uty. . 
"Meri; Flint - - - - 5 „ - 50 —|Aſloiized, F 
James Shillioglan - - — „ - 0 — Decerned in Licence 
mY VVV „„ IR I Duty, and fined 107. — * 
William Barth - - - 2 Do _ <2 — Depending. | 1 x. 
— new Thomſon '- -| De ] 50 — Decerned in Licence | 
. 1 N . 0 Duty, and fined 104. — De 
, +: 4D - J 50 —ſAﬀoilzd. 
illiam Lawſon - +» - > © - 50 —|Decerned in Licence| + 
4 | : Duty, and fined 105. — Do 
Robert Macdougall -| -— Do - 50 —| D* and fined 107. — a” 
Jones Dewar - += - F„ — 50 —Aſſollzed. | 
rs, Gilchriſt... - -| - De - ro —|Left the Country, 
Donald Thomſon - -j| D - 50 — Aſſoilzed. 
Donald Mackay - +»-| - Do 50 —Decerged in Licence 
| Duty, and fined 105. — D' 
Thomas Anderſon - -{| - BD? 2 Þ ==» 530 —| De and ned o.. — D 
Mrs. Walker Do ps 50 —|Left the Country. | 
Mrs, Beatfon +» - + - Do - 50 — De | 
James Allan „„ — De — 50 — eee | 1 5 
James Sindiſoen !! . 50 — Died pendente lite. 0 
Pon Neil - - De . 50 — Left the Country. 
onald Macpherſon - - 8 50 —|Decerned in Licence T 
: Duty, and fined 105. _ Dy 
John Pridie - - - - - De . 50 —| D* and fined 10% — 4 
ert Shearer Do being a Toll ] p . To” 
Bar neger 4 50 —|ConviRted & fined in. 5 5 — In Moieties bete ixt King 
| | | 4 | and Informer. | 
Alexander Milne - - D- 'ÞÞ - 50 —|Convitted Fasel! in (C.] 3 — De 
James Cooper - VVV Aſoilzed. | 
Andrew Muir - De De [350 —|Convitied&finedin.3.1 3 — Do 
George Aitkin « - - 9. 50 —|Convicted & fined in. 3 — D. 
John Voung Retailing Spirits ent Li- 1 
| cence -=- Jo —ſ{ecerned in Licence A 
| 0 | Duty, and fined 10s. | — 10 Do Y 
John Wells - - - - 12 Deo - 50 —|Decerned in Licence 1 3 
Duty. 5 Z 
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John Macintyre -- -+|Diftilling privately and ob- TOW f „ 
iT 1 '- 4 699 — Convided and fined i VVB 5 | 1 
| | | r | J. 10.] — Never recovered, 
. Chriſtian Lundre _  »-|Diſtilling privately + . 3 — a IP... and ieee „ 
1 8 8 i 25 „ 

Margaret Gordon 4 41 DS! -< Crow the 500 — o - and fined in OTE 
. | | 8 18 21 

Thomas Macgeorge JT at = we g00-—| Aﬀſoilzed.. | %% ns 
John Lawrie - + - Dꝰ - 500 —|Depending, La, „ 
E! 8 590 — Comided and fined i - VVV 
5 500 — . and ned in . : Solis UE be we th 
f oo Eg on ou Ig — e 

George Strachan nn De 500 —| Aſſoilzed.. 5 | 

William Scoon 3 „ — 4 500 — Do : 11 
William Main / bow | - $000 |Conviaed and fined i mr. 1 

Mrs. Robertſon A D* - - ß and Sued fo]... | _ 
Johs Crocks * -- ' | =: D®: ' ] $00 |; D? - and ned %% © 
Janet Sutherland 1 Do 5 - 1 500 Aſſoilzed. „„ „ 
Alexander Macleod <f = D — 4 500 — Convicted and fined in VP 


John Paterſon fncreaſe in Stock of 2 20 De and fined fa „„ „ 
| 722 5 £6 e 5 10. — 10 -In Moieties betwixt ih 

. IT I King andlaformer, 
[Retailing Spirits without Li. %% 80 . n 
25 % = 00008 - | 50 —f Aſſoilzed, | . 
Mrs. Laing - — — Do „ — - FO — Do : | +(1 2.44 29/04 hd 
Mrs. MNaughton <| De 50 — Convicted and fned Mi. ns 
+ 5 „%% © . 5- Never recovered, 
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EDINBURGH GENERAL DISTRICT. 
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James Mitchell 


John Anderſon - 
Arthur Thorn 
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eter Grant 
Matthew Murdoch 
Angus Cameron 


5 


4 1 * 8 * * * ts 
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Peter Bogle and Co. 
James M Donald 


Mrs, Hagart 
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| Jobs M*Intoſh  _ 
inian Love $5 

= Angus M'Donald © 
Wy James Paterſon - 


1 & Joſeph Thowpion, | 
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WE Walter Forbes 


James Fiſher + 
James Maſon - 
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Amount 
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$1 4. f 1 wt, OE I 
| Decerned in Licence Du- 
ty and kned 
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Or 5 
Value 


ſued for. | | 


50 — 
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Event of 
 PRr0SECU TION« 
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{recovered 6 How applied and accounted 


compounded . 
1 :! 
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Decerned 

Duty and ſined 
De and fined 5 5, 
De and fined 57. 
De and fined 5 5. 

Convicted and ned in 


Decerned 


Decerned i in LicenceDu- [ 


De ned ned 106; 


D® » . 


Do and fined 10s. 
„ 


D- and fined 10% 
De and fped vos. — 
Do 1 fined C. 15 


De ard fined 107 
De and fined 10s. 
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De aod fined 197. 
Do and fi ned 107, 


De and fined ol 


Doe and fined 5 
Do and fined 


Do 


Convicted and 106 55 


| Decerned in Licence De- 
ty. | 
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B. and fined 10 
De and hned 10s. 
i 22 „ 1 


3 . o 
in Licence 


in £ jconcs 
Duty and fined gh = 
De and fined 
De and ſned 15 5, 
D® nd fined 10. 
De and fined 107. 
De and fined 10s, 


10 -In Moieties betwixt Ki 


10 — De 
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Robert Williamſon Retailing Spirits without| | | | 4 VVT 

| „e een 5 8 50 » — Decorned - in. Licence „„ aw 2 5 

| | 12 55 5 DER 1 | Duty, + e 

Robert Reid 1 „„ - 4 $0 — Do and ſined 5 7. 5 [In Moleties betwixtKing 
„ | „ | 1 | I and Informer, 

William Smith = = = 77 50. — p- and fined 105. -| — Never e EY "x 

Alexander M*Callum «| =» * go — | De and fined 1. — 10 In Moieties eber 

| 1 g | | and Kae 


5 
8 * e 1 5 
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William Kitchen . | "3 „ D2» £7 Sw T Ta 50 — Died perdente lite” | 
James Chambers' '' - 0 ] 50 =» Decerned in Licence 11 ee 
85 e 5 I Doty epd fined 10s, — 10 D* © bee 
John 8 alden 55 hs jw. + 'D# | 5 | 50 1 = and ned. s _ 4 8 5 2 Ds "op 5 3 1 0 — | 
James - i Fr i TC Tm > | P- e e 50 — | | N 4 ; * 0 2 , 
William Arnot © = - h ne „ | | 
Robert Bro nm — 580 - DBÞ and fined 5 - 
Thomas Whitehead ' -f D? | 50 — | D® and ined? 2 * 
; John Hodge „ %% on; 50 — | Doe and fined 5 . 
3 James Bowie Lo oe” *D?_/ I $9. |. D and fined 10 fi - 
2 13 Haſtie l 245 $0.4, D* and fined „„ | . 
ZN rs, Montgomery — w- De - 50 — Ds? 2 * „ 
Robert Hog ( I 0 — [Left the Country. JJ.“ 
James Pens Does oye te; 6; 1 50 — Decerned in Licence} © - :* - i 
FF) Mou. I Dot and fined 10. — 10 —|InMoietiesbetwixt KI 
John Dingwall : 3 85 N ͤͤ Aſſoilzed, 2 N een 15 
Al-xander Gibſon — ,, : #590 Decerned in Licence| 4 $10 440M watt 
8 ))! a. a Paw and ned 10. 10 — Do g 


Rt 92 2 Lee : 5 0 - - Do _ : 50 — 9 8 & Do and ſined 57. — 5 — De 
Hugh Macgregor”. ß 5. &. 205+ 10 eg. D*ant fined 5 J.. — Never 'recoveegt. 
n en e, John - D® „„ + = 4 Þ* 1 | 


/111iam Hutchiſon '»| « %%% ũ C 
Mrs, Oliver = 5 1 De 5 Gonne and ned ; Be os 5 
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3 Os, 40. — 10 bfr Big 
8 ö „ | 4 and Informer,” 
> RS CS Ä D- and ined . 5 „„ 40 
= | 1 | I 107. — 10 —| De Parry, 77 SRL 
— 50 — Decerned. in [ined 1 . 
55 Duty and fined & 5.5 —— 777000 
5 50 — 9 and 1860 10 1. — 10 | Ds „ 
— ap = De and fined 10 .. 10 =] Db? 
50 — | Doe and fined 8. . | Not yet recovered. 
- 30 — De and fined 37 -j— $5 {ln CY 
| | RE | —_ Informer. 5 


# . $5 


Do 5 £ FN 


Me, Duncan > - 
Hugh Sinclair KM... 


4 Mitchell G - 
ion Kenne 
Mrs, H oj. » 
Charles Campbell 
Duncan Campbell 55 


. 50 — | De and fined | 5 tf; on 
» | $o — D and fined 5. 
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$ and fined 10. — 10 - De a 
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. — eee 
|| n Carcingran | -FRewiting Spirits -withour | - + 
Hz et Lien ** 50 — [Decerned in Licence Du-j 8 OO, ; 
ö j FS. WP and fined 10:5. -l-— 10 w|[n Moieties betwixt King 
FV | | ; 13 | ——_ -þ and Informer, | 
"James Whillie 5 Bi Ef . D > : a | | 
Colin Campbell _- - Do - | 50 — Aſſoilzed. | 4 
D 


— 
4 


kh 
th. 


„Thomas Anderen 5 Decerned in Licence| © | 
EL Duty and fined 10s, — 10 =| De 
"Saks Mackay „ | | — | 1” and ce {1 -} Fo 0], Ds 
Alexander Fraſer Oo - 50 — D and fined 1e. 100 - De 
"James Alexander. D 9 50 50 — ] De and fined 109, -| — Not recovered, 
Dee Caddie . J] 50 — Aſſoilzed. | 
—.— 


James Bald - EO EE 50 „ 

32 | | 3 4 Duty, and fined 5 EE od 5 xr recovered. 

BOW -»- ,. >| - :| : D*- %%%), 1 15 a 

cg Ae „ :!:! % TDecerned- in - Licence| - a 
e e bei, and ae,, [= 5 —jIn MoieriesbervixtKiy 


„ | TR i | and Informer, 
_ William Knox TC. D )))) DC DP ons 
%% - = =» Be Þ 30 — Ds and fined 1 De 
homas Clark - J] 8 a | Z ER. 
5 Anderſon - EB” mm © 50 — Ds and fined 105. — 10 | Do 


Decerned in Licence „ 


„„ es ISRAEL on oo 
LH . e N N 13 Ts l 


De and-fined 100. — 10 -] De 
Do and fined 10s, | — ever recovered. 
Left the Country, | I 
Dicerned in e „ | 


— - Do 0 | 50 
David Roberiſon - %% 6 00. | 
TEN: Z ers. 5 Duty. | 8 S 


Jobn SE a. m . | 50 — Do and Sued 304, 1 In Moieties betwixt King 
—5 „ 5 3 | I and Informer. 
VVV). -. © Ye 21 00 Wow |: Ds and fined 520 3 D ꝰ Ü 

Alexander Lowrie - ; 5 Do 8 0 | 50 ww Depending.” | | - Sl 
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* James Snare ”ͥ - De 50 — ay" cry in Licence T 
Thoma: Prentice LE 0s 8 50 — De 1 3 
ames Watſon ) + 3D Depending. ; 
ames Walker | = - DD mD | go Degerned in Licence 1 a 0 
„ V Duty, and fined 105. — Never recovered, 

"PMN Sandelands +» „ Db '- 7 ;0 = Depending. 1 „ ae; 
Matthew Fortune Do — | 50 — 1 toc in Licence | 
| 1 | 5 1 a RED, Fg 1 

Jobs Cameron e 7 1) D* and fined % 8 Moileties betwixt Ling 


| | | | e and Informer. 
Robert Johnſton 5 Do Fa 50 Do and 3 5 0 
_"Joba BS. a fo 10 50 Aſſoilzed, | 125 
ugh Cameron 8 0 


Decerned in Licence 
| _ : { © © 4 Doty, aod inedgs, [= „ D* 
Mrs. Martin 5 | - D OR 50 5 1 8 4 | | ; 


. Filliam Dowie 5 | 7 
ohn Peterſon + - and fined 10s, — 10 —_—_ 


illiam Pirie - -| | | 
William Bell - De and-fined 105, — 19 —=| De. ; 
David Lindfay - - De and fined 10, | — Never recovered. _ 
t Tutbert Do and fined 10s, — 10 — la Moieties betwixtKing 
1 | and Informer. 
Mungo Webſter „„ 4 50 3 and fined 104. 10 —-| p- 
William Grei — « | oy 0 0 15 . 
- Andrew Bly =. | „ | i De and fined 537. , —- Never recovered. - 
Malcolm MDearme = 7 | euer g. T0 | 
James Fraler 88 eee 50 Decerned in LicenceDu: | 
— OS 5 3 | ty and fined 10. _ 0 
= John Campbell D - 0 — | D® and fined 1044. „ 
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Bien in Scotland * Eu whurgh Bord Diftri®. ELIE C OUNT of DirirLEny Size rate d 
before the 8 of the Peace of che Sean of Edinburgh, in the Year ended 56h July 17 96. e 
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"EDINBURGH GENERAL' DISTRICT. 


. 


| 


1 4 — 


GOODS SELZED, | 


—_ 9 _ — 


Amount 
or- 3 
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Retailing Agua vita without Licence 33 Geo. 3. e. 59. 1.7. 
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Foreign Wine, 
 Cyder, or 
other imported 
Materials. 


Brewers Tilts. 


2 . : a be ee 
Malt, Corn, or 
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Engliſh Material, 
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4 Anne, e. 12, f. 2. 
16 Geo, 2. c. 8. ſ. oy 
4 19 Ges, 4. c. 12. 44 
24 Geo, 2. c. 40. f. 1 
33 Geo. 2. c. 9. ſ. 1 | 


20 Geo. 3. c. 35.1.9 


19 Geo. 3. 6. 35. f. „ 

20 Geo. 3. 35.1. 12. | 
21 Geo, 3. c. 17. 0 1. 
232 Geo. 3. c. 66,1, 2. 
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24 Geo. 3. c. 40. ſ. 1. 


33 Geo, 2. Go 9. ſ. 1. 
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by 16 Geo. 2. c. 8. C13. & „ that thoſe AQs ſhall not extend to charge 


any Spirits diſtilled from Malt, and conſumed in Scotland, which are commonly called Zquavitas. And 10 and 
pirits from Mclaſſes, 


NY 
- ; | 3 ; \ © i ; - 5 3 1 - « 

: 8 - f 1 8 2 1 D 

; , 8 ; F 1 5 

1775 . : 3 Tani, 
” \ | 5 1 : | 1 X 5 . 
* 4 mil | as <2 1 ; * L | 29 , 4 x ; | | , 
3 ? ”" | | ; 
2 «> "RI v 2 5 " . : a | 
1 ; : * 9 4 % 2 


Mou dre eee WE 5 
e — RInT 66) 


" y 
ve” * ” 


Apen (a 20) - f 


> ACCOUNT of the Amount of DUTY ee or CnAROED in the Port of 
London, and the other Ports of Excl AND, on Srrrs manufactured in and brought from 
scorl Aub, ſince 5th July 1788; diſtinguiſhing the reſpeftive Amounts. ſo collected and 
charged in every Year, and the Names of the Perſons from whom _ were emitted or 


by whom they were imported. ho 
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85 6 = : Additional DU TIES commenced, 
oe, M ant Leh: Ge £08 
DUTY, | : 6th February 1 224 February 16th December _ . E A * 
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Years ended 5th July - 
j | 5 1 7 5 : : 3 . i * 78 8 . 4: 5 | 5 1 | . - | . | : | ; ; 


%s | 15523 00 2, 12 fi 2,207 120] — — | 195816 3 


| 1796 | $5744 10 5| 820 12 11| 8201231] Cone i] 2,385 is 


Ji 97 | $935 off /// a EG 


. 1798 | 11,315 15 10| 1,616 10 10 1,616 10 10 1,616 10 10] 16,165 8 4 


V. B. The Spirits imported in 1795 and 1796, were permitted from Eaſton, Fraſer, and Co. near Aberdeen, to Eafton, | 
Prifer, and Co. London, and thoſe in 1797 and 1798, from Robert Stein and Co. of Kilbagie to Robert 


Stein and Co, of London, except 4. 24+ 160. from Adam and William Murray of Edioburgh, to Meſirs. 
Hebes of nn 


Exciſe Office, / | . 544 e , al er Is 
London, 11th July 1799. ae [7 80 ffs CCT 
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Three LETTERS from 'Gtoxey Rosx, Eſq, to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 
BE ind wh indy 90; In Scotland. % 


N' 1. Copy of Ma. Rosz's Letter, dated 13th June 1798, to the Com- 
* mamiiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland. „ 


_— 18 Hooſe of Commons having this ge to a Reſolution for laying an 
additional Duty upon the Stock on Hand of Britiſh Spirits in Scotland, I am 
dcommanded by the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treafury to tranſmit 
to you a Copy of the ſaid Reſolution, and to direct you tb cauſe an actual Survey 

to be immediately made, and an Account to 7 takeh of the Quantity and 
Strength of all Spirits in the Poſſeſſion of Diſtillers, 13 Compounders, 
Oealers, and Retailers; and that the Officers have x Schedule of the qr and 
Strength with each Trader, ind give Notite that it is for che Purpo e of being 
charged with an additional Duty to be iunpoſed by Parliament. . 


Ia am alſo to deſire you will cauſe an Accbunt to be made out and tranſmitted to 
mae, as (ſ06H as you are enabled to do fo, of All the Britiſh Spirits found in their 
Poſſeſſion, for their Lordſhips Information, 5 | 
Ig th June 1798, Seto. Roſe 


N* 2.—Copy of Mr. Rosz's Letter, dated 12th July 1798, to the Commiſ- 
i: foners of Exciſe in Scotland. e 1 


3 8 3 
ov will of courſe make the neceſſary Arrangements immediately, for carry- 
ing into Effect the Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament reſpecting Spirits Uiſtilled 

in Scotland, and iſſue proper Inſtructions to your Officers for that Purpoſe ; Copies 

of which it is the Pleaſure of the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Trea- 

ſury you ſhould ſend to them as ſoon as they are compleated. Their Lordſhips are 

alſo pleaſed to direct that you will, as ſoon as it can be done, after the 10th of 

October, report how the Act has been executed, and how it e to have ope- 

rated, tating how far the Proviſions appear to have anſwered the Purpoſe intended, 
agqperting to the Proviſions relative to the ſigned Declarations required to be 
nmnmlade by the Diſtillers, making Returns yourſelves at the End of every — ſub- 


P 


APPENDIX. Gee, — * mp 


| ſequent to Michaelmas, whether the Produce of the Spirits taken Account of at 
the given Strength is equal upon the Whole to the Quantity which ought to be 
proddced from the Grain uſed, and the Waſh made, and whether the Proportions are 


...... inearly ſimilar at different Diſtilleries, or in what Degree they differ in the ſeveral 


Parts of the Country, and to what ſuch Difference is to be aſcribed. My Lords 
are alſo pleaſed to direct you to inform them on the following Points: Whether the 
Proviſions for aſcertaining the Quantity of Grain uſed, and for diſtinguiſhing and 
charging the unmalted Grain, ſhall be found effectual; and if not how the Law 
ſhall have been evaded; the groſs Produce and actual Receipt of the Revenue 
charged, diſtinguiſhing what has ariſen from the Duty on Licences as well as on the 
Spirits diſtilled, and on unmalted Grain, in the different Diſtricts of the Highlands 
and Lowlands; what vill be the probable Annual Amount of the Expence of the 
Collections under the new Law, comparing the ſame with the laſt Year's Charge 
of Management, as nearly as the fame can be aſcertained, under the old Law, 
ſtating in what the Difference, if any, conſiſts; the Number and Contents of 
Stills given up or reduced before and ſubſequent to the 10th of October next in 


the Lowlands, and after the 5th Inſtant in the Highlands; the Amount of the 
Licence Duties on the Stills, charged and paid ſince the Period of the laſt Accounts 


tranſmitted to the Committee of the Houſe of Commons ; the beſt Information 
you can procure, whether the Uſe of private and unlicenſed Stills increaſes, what 
Means ſhall be ufed for ſuppreſſing the ſame, with what Effect, what Puniſhments 

ſhall be inflicted on the Perſons who uſe the ſame, as there is Reaſon to -apprehead 
that in proportion as the due Collection of the Duty is enforced at the entered 
Diſtilleries, the unentered Stills may be expected to increaſe ; and that as often as 
you ſhall-make Reports to my Lords on theſe Subjects, you ſtate every other Fat 
.and-Circumſtance may appear to you to be uſeful, together with ſuch Suggeſtions 


7 Amendments of Defects which may be found in the late Act, or in any 


Manner for the Improvement of the Revenue on Home made Spirits, Vigilance 
on the Part of the different Checking and Surveying Officers is ſo important, 
that it muſt be obvious to you it will be indiſpenſably neceſſary, that if any of them 
ſhall be found to be corrupt, or groſsly inattentive to their Duty, they ſhould be 
diſmiſſed, and that in the Cale even of Suſpicion the Officers ſhould be removed 


from the Diſtillery Branch. The inferior Officers ſhould, in every Viſit, enter in : 


their Books regulated Accounts of the State of the Operations, of the exact Quan- 
tity of Grain to be uſed, and of the Waſh produced, as well as of the Spirits of 
the Firſt and Second Extraction, together with the State and Appearance of the 
Still, which ſhould be frequently taken at uncertain Times by Gauge and Strength ; 
which Surveys, made by inferior Officers, ſhould be frequently checked by ſuperior - 
Officers ſurveying after them. I have only further to obſerve, by the Directions of 
their Lordſhips, that as the due Execution of the Act muſt in a great Meaſure 
depend upon your vigilant and active Controul, they expect from you the utmoſt 
-Diligence and Attention, of which they will judge by the Reports they ſhall from 
Time to Time receive from you. ee eo Pe Ca Pd | 

„„ am, Ke. 


- 


42th July 1798. Geo. Roſe, 
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ſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, 
Ir is of Importance that the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury 


ſhould be prepared, if poſſible, to ſubmit to the Conſideration of Parliament, early 
in March, ſome permanent Arrangement ons; the Duties on Diſtilleries in 


Scotland, in order to which their Lordſhips are deſirous of having all the Infor- 


mation that can be uſeful on the Subject with the leaſt poſſible Delay. I have it 


therefore in command from them, to dire& you to call upon the Trade to make 
ſuch Repreſentations to you, to be communicated to this Board, as they ſhall think 
neceſſary, relative to the preſent temporary Law, or to-the Continuation and 
Extenſion of its Principles by a permanent Act, which they will of courſe do in 
Writing, and as ſpeedy as they can, e . 


"T7 you. are prepared to make any Obſervations on the Effect and Operations of 


the preſent Law, in conſequence of their Lordſhips Orders communicated by | 


former Letters of mine, it is deſirable you ſhould report the ſame forthwith, 
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R EP P 2 R T of Conmetloners of Exciſe, Scotland; . February | 
eee e e eee ee 
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May it 1 88 your „ By | FVV 
x obedience to your Commands, ſignified by Mr. Roſes Letters to us of the 
13th of June and 12th of July laſt, we had the Honour to tranſmit, on the 16th 
of July, a Copy of the Inſtructions ved to all our Officers on the 3d of that Month, 
for carrying into Effect the Act of laſt Seſſion of Parliament reſpecting Spirits diſtilled 
in Scotland; and on the 4th of September laſt, an Account of the Quantities o&-- 
Britiſh Spirits found in the Stock, Cuſtody, or Poſſeſſion of Diſtillers, ReCtifiers, 
Compounders, Dealers in, and Retailer of e e on the wi actual SOT N 
the ſaid 5 07 e . i . a 


Pg 


| (N* 105 We now. big 8 to ud incloſed a Cop 5 (N- 1. 5 of ac | 
General Orders, iſſued to all Collectors on the 22d of A and 2d of November 


laſt, with the Form of Book-keeping to be obſerved under the ſaid Diſtillery Act 
of 38 Gco. III. Cap. 9 


From the Returns made. bby our Collectors to the Orders of the 22d of Auguſt 
(ſome of which being from remote Places were only lataly received) there have been 
prepared my Tg Acoompanying Accounts, alſo 1 8 ” 55 HI 
viz. 


* 


(N* 2.) iſt An Account (N* 2.) of the SG Produce and "a Receip t for 
the Lowlands of the Duty on Spirits, Stock on Hand June 1798, on Spirits Aiſtilled, | 
at One Shilling per Gallon, and on unmalted Grain uſed by Diſtillers, from the 
Commencement of the faid Act of 38 Geo. III. Cap. 92. to the roth of December 
laſt, being the lateſt Period to which the ſame can be made up. By which Account 
it appears, that in the Lowlands the groſs Produce of the 2 Stock on Hand, 


Duty aã!h3hjßn - = „. 53·586 16 81 

8 Aaual Receipt TH - % „ 1 oy 1 12,114 1 71 
Arrear — 5 - * " - ; 0 55 0 | - 2 11 16 
That the wok Produce on 5 Shilling per Gallon Duty on 8 Ale 
VVV „%%% ld Ty 14-90. i. & 2347 99 10 » 


Actual let 2 e eee e 
)))) ß 


| an camped wa... 


— that the pe” Produce X Raw Grain Duty (all m Arrear, not FAN pub 
by Law till the 1oth of December laſt) was L. 861. 18. 6. | 


So that the actual Receipt o on theſe Three Branches — ws been /. 20,747. 5. 5! , 
leaving Arrears depending on the 1cth of December 1798 to the Extent of no 

than £.57,492, The great Diſparity betwixt the groſs Produce and actual Receipt on 
theſe INGO has been chiefly occaſioned by the Mine 24 Diftillers in the Lowlan'ls 


having 
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having refuſed to make Payment of any of the laſtalments of the Stock on Hand 
Duty, according to the Charge made upon them for the firſt actual Survey after the 
13th of June laſt, upon Pretence that being Diſtillers, working under Licence, they 
were not liable to be ſurveyed, and that fuch Duty could not attach on their Stocks 
till after the paſſing of the AQ, on the 2gth of June. To bring this Queſtion to a 
ſpeedy Iſſue, we proſecuted Meſſrs. Haigs and Steins, Diſtillers, in the Court of Ex- 
_ chequer, tor Recovery of their Arrears of Stock on Hand Duty; but after a Trial, 
which laſted Fourteen Hours, on the 17th Uit., the Jury thought proper to return a 
Verdict for the Defendants, agreeably to the Opinion ſignified by the Court on the 
Point of Law; againſt which Opinion the Lord Advocate tendered a Bill of Excep- 
tions, with a View of carrying the Cauſe by Appeal to the Houſe of Lords as im- 
mediately as poſtible, and which we hope will meet your Lordſbips Approbation. 

In the mean Time the Payment of ſuch Arrears is withheld, not only by many Diſtil- 
lers, but even by conſiderable Dealers and Retailers; an unexpected Circumſtance 

which we very much regret, but cannot prevenc till a more favourable Judgment 

for the Revenue is given, as we hope it will, in the laſt Reſort, _ 


(N' 3.) 2d. An Account (N' 3) ſimilar to the preceding, for the Highlands, 
to the 5th of October laſt, by which it appears that there was no unmalted Grain 
uſed by Diſtillers there; that the Groſs Produce of the Stock on Hand Duty 
VV prone; nee . w 24 64 — 


Actual Receipt - - - ! 1,2 19 24 
Arrear — — os ws i. * - 8 a - = 55190 5 24 


nn 


That the Groſs Produce of the Duty of One Shilling per Gallon on Spirits diſtilled 


„ * 


1 — = 


This laſt Sum has ſince been in Part, and will ſoon be altogether recovered; but 
the other large Arrear is affected by the ſame Circumſtances which we have taken 


Notice of under the preceding Account. 


(Ne 4.) zd. An Account (N' 4) of the Licence Duty on Stills, charged and 
paid in the Lowlands, ſince the Period of the laſt Account thereof, tranſmitted 
to the Committee of the Houſe of Commons on the Scotch Diſtillery, viz. from 
the 10th of February to the 10th of December 1798; by which it appears that 
£+107,925- 14. 10 4d. has been charged, of which £.106,633. 185. has been 


: (Ne 5.) Ath. An Account (Ne 5) of the Licence Duty on Stills, charged and 
paid in the Highlands, from the 5th of April to the 5th of October 1798, veg 
£+10,588. 25. 6 d. and all paid, 8 a | 


(N*6.) sth. An Account (Ne 6) of the Number and Content of Stills 
given up or reduced in the Lowlands before the 10th of October 1798, viz. 28 
Stills, containing 1775 4 Gallons; and of the Number and Content of Stilis li- 
cenſed or entered ſince that Date, viz. 40 Stills, containing 2,181 Gallons, 


 (N* 7. th. An Account (N* 1) of the Number and Content of Stills licenſed 
and worked ia the Highlands from the 5th of April to the 5th of July 1798, viz 
117 Stills, containing 3,497 Gallons ; and from the 5th of July to the 5th of 8 
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tober 1798, viz. 59 Stills, containing 1,918 Gallons, the proper Highland and In- 
rmediate Diſtricts being included | m both Caſes: # Ub j . e N 9 443%) 
„ ß ͤ 38 4 // 8 
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(N. 8.) Ich. An Account (N' 8) of the probable Annual Amount of the Ex- 


nce of the Collection under the new Law, comparing the ſame with the laſt 
Year's Charge of Management, as nearly as the ſame can be aſcertained, under the 
old Law, and ſtating in what the Difference, if any, conſiſts. By this Account it ap- 
pears, that prior to the th of July 1798, when the Diſtillers in the Lowlands were 
not under Survey, the Officers on the other Branches of the Revenue attended to 
them alſo, without any additional Expence. Since that Period, "Twenty-four Of- 
ficers have been employed on that Duty only, and if the Lowland Diſtillers are con- 
tinued under Survey, a few more Officers will probably ſtill be wanted. In the 
Highlands, where the Diſtillers under the Licence Act have always been ſurveyed, 
the Number of Officers may be expected to remain pretty nearly the ſame as for- 
merly, ſo that the comparative State of Account will ſtand tuns 


© "Since 5th July 1798. 1 of 
In the Lowlands. 22 Officers at C. 50 each of Salary ſince gt in 
V July 17 „„ Th 


: / 8 „„ as eral b TE 
EE nee 0 GC 2 65 each ſince 10th October 1798 130 
Ia the Highlands. 21 Officers at Z. 50 each ſince 5th July 17998 1,050 


. 
- - — 


ff er to: go; July 1798. ts de 4 
In the Highlands. 18 Officers employed chiefly on Account of the 
%«§Ü——ÿj x Diſtillery in the Year ending 5th July 

„%%% 8 


; 


- Difference - - C. 1,380 


Beſides which Salaries to eſtabliſhed Officers, there will be ſome incidental Expeaces 
ro Expectants for officiating and watching to ſecure the Raw Grain and Spirit Duties, 
for neceſſary Stores to the Officers, &c. &c. the Extent of which cannot yet be aſcer- 
rained ; but it is thought they cannot, upon the whole, amount to much if the 
Diftiliers are honeſt, but may be conſiderable if they are diſpoſed or found to be 


favdvlent, 44 555 ; =. = 4 TE TOS a © 
Four Lordſhips having been pleafed to direct us to report How the laſt Diſtil- 
< lery Act has been executed, and how it appears to have operated; in general” 

we beg leave to obſerve, that our Officers have not found any Difficulty or Oppoſi- 
tion in carrying it into Execution, and that its Operation has been favourable to the 
Revenue, while its Proviſions have anſwered the Purpoſe intended. We regard: 
with particular Pleaſure the Prohibition againſt diſtilling on Sunday, which we. 
believe has been, and will be completely carried into Effect with public Approba- 
tion. We conſider the Renewal of ſtrict Survey, and of EnvilocSrimics tor the 
Removal of Raw Spirits in every Stage, and of whatever Deſcription, to be of the: 
higheſt Importance to the Revenue, and a great Security. againſt the Commiſſion 
of much Fraud, which, ſince the Year 1786, was practiſed, when no Stock was kept, 
under Cover of Diſtillers Certificates ; and we apprehend that, independently of the 
Duty t realized by the Impoſition of One Shilling per Gallon on all Spirits diſtilled, 
the Circumſtances of putting all the Diſtillers upon a more equal Footing, to that 
Extent at leaſt as to Duty, than they ever were or can be under Licence only, and 
of the uſeful Information which this Regulation muſt afford as to the Quantity made 
within a given Time at different Diſtilleries, will render it well Coney being 
continued and enforced in any ſubſequent or permanent Act; at the Time 
8 a | %% 0s . We 
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we | muſt candidly ſtate that it has been repreſented to us as Defects of this Law, 
1ſt, that conſiderable Quantities of Spirits have been made by licenſed Diſtillers, 
of which no Account has been given by them in their Declarations, or taken by 
the ſurveying: Officers, ſo as to be charged with this additional Duty, owing to the 
Opportunities afforded of fending out Spirits privately, as faſt as they come from 
the Still, and before any Account thereof can be taken, which is only to be pre- 
vented by conſtant watching, and would require Two Officers at leaſt for each Diſ- 
tillery; 2dly, that in the Lowlands a good Deal of Raw Grain has been uſed by 
Diſtillers without being charged with the Malt Duty, for as they are not reſtricted 
to a certain Time or Place where the Raw Grain 1s to be ground and taken Ac- 
count of by the Officers, they have it in their Power to mix, and do in fact mix 
large Quantities thereof with Malt, and when both are ground down and come to 
be maſhed, it is difficult, if not impoſſible, for the Officers to diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other, or the Proportion of each; gdly, that with Reſpect to the Proviſions 
relative to the ſigned Declarations required to be made Weekly by the Diſtillers, 
we find that in the Lowlands they have been pretty generally and regularly complied 
with, and that theſe Declarations. have correſponded tolerably well with the Officers 
Accounts; but in the Highlands the Reverſe, has been the Caſe, as there are many 
of the Diſtillers can neither read nor write, and others of them have ne: le&cd or 
refuſed to obey this Part of the Law on different Pretexts, for which they have 
been proſecuted before the Juſtices of the Peace, ſome of whom were lightly fined, 
SCORE /// ᷣ ⁵ͤ⁰ STIL IS} DHBIAETS, 99e DL 


In regard to © the Produce of the Spirits taken Account of at a given Strength, 
« and whether the ſame is equal, upon the whole, to the Quantity which ought to 
be produced from the Grain uſed, and the Waſh. made, and whether the Propor- 
% tions are nearly; ſimilar at different Diſtilleries, or in what Degree they differ in 
4 the. ſeveral Parts of the Country, and to what ſuch Difference is to be aſcribed,” 
Ve would beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to a Scheme or Table in relation to 
all theſe Points here incloſed, and marked N' q, which contains the Refulr of the 
Reports we have received, and from which only we ourſelves can make Returns, with - 


ſuch Obſervations, in Illuſtration as have occurred to us thereon, 


For the © beſt Information we have been able to procure, whether the Uſe of 
« private and unlicenſed Stills has increaſed, what Means have been uſed for ſup- 
«« preſſing the ſame; with what Effect, and what Puniſhment has been inflicted 
e on the Perſons who uſe the ſame,” we beg Leave to refer your Lordihips 
to the Statement marked N' 10, entitled, © Ulſe of private and unlicenſed 


Upon the whole, we have only to aſſure your Lordſhips that no Diligence or 
Attention has been or ſhall be wanting on our Part to carry this Act into due 
Execution; and that we have alſo had Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Vigilance 
ſhewn by the different checking and ſurveying Officers in general; none of them 
having been found either corrupt or groſsly inattentive to their Duty, fo as to require 
% 0%%%/ô»ö«§öÜ—t˙⁵?'è ⁵ðâ ng” 1 0 ns 
TE 3: We have the Honour to remain, very reſpectſully, 

____ Your Lordſhips moſt obedient, 55 
5 and molt faithful humble Servants, _ 


Exciſe Office, Edinburgh, . Ja. Stedart. 
27th February 1799 1 Juen Grieve. 5 
The Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſionert e e eee 
15 of His Majeſty's Treaſury, 
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TRADE Ss DECLARATION. 


CHARGES. 
Buſhels [ Gallons, 
Raw | 1t0 10 O.P, 
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A. B. s Cuakots of Raw Grain, 
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. B. The Charges on Raw Grain do not take Place till after the 1th Auguſt 1798; 

Where the Diſtiller is alſo a Maltſter, they are to be transferred to the Malt- Bock; 
and, being doubled, will produce Floor Buſhels. | 
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A. B. Srock of Spirits, 
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A. B. Caarcrs of Spikirs. 
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EXPLANATION. 


1 page 1 Zoth, M. 8, ſhews the State of the Houſe, my depending 
Waſh, which is ſet forward in the columned Title,“ Increaſe of Waſh ;” and every 
Time a new Gauge of Waſh is procured in the Waſh Batches, it is to be marked 
with a G. for Malt Waſh, and ſet forward in the ſame , A AWeT of Low 
Wines to be alſo carried to the proper Column. 


On the zoth, E. 5.—No. 3. W. B. is filling from the Coolers, and TE. E. 0 is 
che compleat Gauge of It, 


On the zoth, E. 12.—A 8 of Spirits is made of 110 Gallons, 1 to 8 O. P. 
and ſet forward, producing 112 Gallons, 1 to 10 O. P. at ſame Time it is car- 
ried to Stock, and inſerted in the proper Columns. In like Manner are Charges 
made on the 3d, 7th, toth, and 14th F | . 


On the zoth, M. 8.—Is a Notice to grind received, and remarked at Bookend, 
and the Officer is to attend and gauge the Malt and Dry Grain, and inſert them in 
the proper Columns. When he has a Gauge of Raw Grain it is a Charge, and to- 
be remarked at Bookend. It will be proper that an Opening of the Book be ap- 

ropriated for the Inſertion of theſe Gauges.— At the End of each Week, or oftener 

if neceſſary, the Malt, Raw Grain, and Spirits, are to be ſummed up 5 a Com- 
pariſon with the Trader's Declaration, which becomes the Charge of Raw Grain 
and Spirits, if it exceeds the Account taken by the Officer; an Inſtance of which 
occurs on the 7th M. 8. The Waſh and Low Wines are allo to be ſummed and 
| carried forward till toth April 1799.—Page (6), June 3oth, M. 8. is an Account 
= taken of all the Spirits in Stock, which is by Calculation brought to one Degree 

1 of Strength, viz. 1 to 10 O. P. and placed in the Column appropriated for that 

Purpoſe.— goth E. 12, 110 Gallons, 1 to 8 O. P. comes in from Still; but as 
Stock is not taken, it is only ſet forward into the ee Page (7), Quantity 
come in,” and is calculated at 1 to 10 O. P. — July 3d, M. 7, Stock is taken. 
400 Gallons 1 to 7 O. P. comes in from Still producing 416. I to 10 O. P. and 
451. 1 in 10 U. F. is permitted. All the Stock is then calculated at 1 to 10 O. P. 
and inſerted in the proper Column. The Quantity permitted 1s alſo calculated at 
that Strength, producing 416 Gallons, and placed in the laſt Column, Stock is 

taken in the ſame Manner on the 7th, 1oth, and 14th.—On the 7th and 1oth, a 

Quantity of Spirits appears to be reduced with Water, which gives no additional 
Credit in the Column, titled © Spirits in Stock, 1 to 10 O. b.“ which Column is 
therefore the Criterion by which to judge whether there is an Increaſe or Decreaſe 
in Stock, —All Increaſes to be charged with Duty, 


The Scheme of Declarations to be attended to, and the Declaradions themſelves 
to be carefully eier, and TR on a File, 


* 


1 Licenſed Diſtiller from Grain 

and true Account of the reſpective Quantities of Malt and Unmalted Grain uſed by 

me at every Maſh in the Week below mentioned, and of the Quantity of Spirits 
therefrom ; alſo of rhe true Number of Gallons, and Strength of the. 


| hereby declare, that the following is a full. 


Spirit diſtilled by me in each Day of the ſaid Weok. Witneſs my Hand this 
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Tod; 17g 
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Months and |Buſhels Malt] Buſhels Unmalted lagi of Spirits] Gallons of Spirits | | 5 Sl 
Days. | maſhed. | Grain maſhed, produced therefrom. |diflilled each Day Spirits. 
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As mentioned in the Board's General Letter of the 3d Ultimo, thete have 
been ſent you, by the General Examiner and Storekeeper, a ſufficient Numher of 
Copies of the Diſtillery Act of laſt Seſſion, 38 Geo. III. Cap. 92. and of a proper 
Form of Book-keeping, Vouchers, and Accounts for the new Duties thereby im- 

ſed, for the Uſe of yourſelf, and of your ſeveral Superviſors and Officers having 
Fd Diftillers under their Survey; to all which you and they will pay ſtrict 


- FF) 


and um emitting Attention. 


in Addition to the General Orders contained in that Letter, the Board are now 
pleaſed further to direct, that you will, as ſoon as it can be done after the roth of 
October next, ſpecially report to them how this Act has been executed, and how 
it appears to have operated in your Collection; ſtating how far the Proviſions 
appear to have anſwered the Purpoſe intended; and particularly adverting ro the 
Regulation, requiring from Diſtillers Weekly ſigned Declarations (printed Forms 
of which have alſo been ſent you) of the Quantities of Malt and unmalted Grain 
uſed, and of the Spirits diſtilled. You are alſo to make a Return. to the Com- 
miffioners, at the End of every Round, ſubſequent to Michaelmas next, ſpecifying 
whether in your Collection the Produce of the Spirits. raken Account of at a given 
Strength is equal, upon the whole, to the Quanticy which aught to be produced 
from the Grain uſed, and the Waſh made; and whether the Proportions are nearly 
ſimilar at different Diſtillerics, or in what Degree they differ, and to what ſuch 


Difference is to be aſcribed. 


You will alſo make particular Enquiry, and inform the Board of the Reſult, 
on the following Points: CO ns en . 


1ſt, Whether the Proviſions of this Law for aſcertaining the Quantity of Grain 
uſed, and for diſtinguiſhing and charging the unmaltæd Grain, ſhall be found effec- 
tual ; and if not, how the Law ſhall have been evaded? „ 5 : 


2d. What has been the Number and Content of the licenſed Stills given up, or 


reduced, before and ſublequent to the 10th of October next, in the Lowlands, and 
after the 5th of July laſt, in the Highlands, of your Collection? | = 


d. Whether the Uſe of private and unlicenſed Stills has increaſed in your Col- 
lection ſince the paſſing of this Act; what Means have been uſed for the ſuppreſ- 
ſing thereof, and with what Effect; and what Seizures have been made from, and 
what Fines have been impoſed upon, the Perſons who ſhall have uſed the fame 2 
as there is Reaſon to apprehend that in proportion as the due Collection of the 
Duty is enforced at the entered Diſtilleries the unentered Stills may be expected 
to increaſe ; and that the Continuance of this Evil will rather be encouraged than 
checked, if very ſmall and inadequate Penalties only are exacted from Delinguents 
of this Claſs. On theſe Accounts the utmoſt Vigilance and Ackivity on the Part 
of your Superviſors and Officers, not only in ſuppreſſing and puniſhing illicit Diſ- 
tillation, bur alſo in ſecuring the full Duties from, and preventing all the Frauds 
ot, licenſed Diſtillers, is fo important, that every Inſtance either of Corruption 
or Colluſion, or of groſs I nattention to Duty, that ſhall be found with any Officer 
or Superviſor will be puniſhed by the higheſt Cenſure the Board can inflict; and 
in the Caſe even of Suſpic:on, they will be removed rom the Diſtillery Branch. 
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The Officers who furvey Diſtillers are to be ſtrictly enjoined, on every Viſit, 
to enter in their Books regular and true Accounts of the State of the Operations 
at each Houſe, of the exact Quantity of Grain to be uſed, and of the Waſh pro- 

duced, as well as of the Spirits of the Firſt and Second Extraction, together with 
the State and Appearance of the Still; as more particularly pointed out and exem- 
plified in the Specimen of Book- keeping ſent for their Guide; which Surveys 
ſhould be made by them frequently, and at uncertain Times ; and the Superviſors 
are to check the ſame, by ſurveying after the Officers as often as it can poſſibly 


The Commiſſoners have further to obſerve, that, as the due Execution of this 
Act throughout your Collection muſt, in a great Meaſure, depend upon your 
vigilant and active Controul of the Conduct and Character of your Superviſors and 
Officers employed in the Diſtillery, they expect from you the utmoſt Diligence 
and Attention in all Reſpects, of which they will be able to judge by the Reports 
they ſhall, from Time to Time, receive from you on this Subjecc e. 


This Letter is to be inſerted in your own, and in each of your Superviſors and 
Officers General Letter Books :=And we remain, VT „ 
Tour humble Servants, 

Adam Pearſon, f Secretaries. 
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-- GENERAL LETTER TO ALL COLLECTORS. 


Exciſe Office, Edinburgh, 2d November 1798. 


. TT being now determined that the Duty on Raw Grain, uſed for the Pur- 
poſe of Diſtillation, muſt be ſtrictly kept, and accounted for along with the New 
Duty on Spirits 1798 ; ſeparate Charge Vouchers (containing the true Number of 
Buſhels of ſuch Grain, and monied by doubling the Duty on Floor Malt) muſt, 
in all Caſes, be made up for preciſely the ſame Periods as for the ſaid Duty on 
Spirits diſtilled, that is, to the ſeveral Dates when each reſpective ſubſequent In- 
ſtalment of Licence Duty becomes payable by Law; it being underſtood, that Diſ- 


' tillers, if they are at the ſame Time Makers of Malt, may claim the like Credit 


or Delay in paying their Raw Grain as their Malt Duty. 


The Vouchers for all Raw Grain, and for Spirits diſtilled in the Lowlands, will 
thus fall ſeverally to be made up as follow, both Dates always incluſive, viz, 


The iſt Vouchers, from the Commencement of the Spirit Duty, being 14th June, 
to 10th Augult 1798. e 


The 2d Vouchers, from the Commencement of the Raw Grain Duty, being 11th 
Auguſt, to 10th October 1798. 1 8 


The 3d Vouchers, from 11th October to zoth December 1798. 
The 4th Vouchers, from 11th December 1798 to 10th February 1799. 


The 5th Vouchers, from 11th February to roth April 1799 ;—at which Period 
the Act terminates, and falls to be renewed. gy 
For the like Reaſon in the Highland and Intermediate Diſtricts, 


The iſt Vouchers muſt contain the Charges, from 14th June to 1oth October | 
1798. 3 i . 


The 2d Vouchers —— — — — from ꝛith October 1798 to 5th 


January 1799• 


The 3d Vouchers — - . — from 6th January to roth April 


1 : 
The Collectors, in their Ledgers, muſt alſo keep ſeparate Entries for each Diſtiller's 


Raw Grain Duty, and for his Spirit Duty; but in the Accounts Current the 


Amounts, Receipt, and Diſpoſal, of both theſe Branches muſt be added together, 
and returned under the general Title of Diſtillery 1798; and the fame Accounts 


Current and Title mult alſo include the Spirit Stock on Hand Duty, though it be 


returned 
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their immediate and careful Attention to them, as well as 
and Confuſion in the Public Accounts, 
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ſeparate Charge 


B. Printed Copies of theſe 
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Vouchers, 
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ſeparately entered in 
Two Branches. We ar e, 
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Tauaour humble Servants, 


Juli Thomſon, 


— 


A 
1 
= 


x 


*. 
ends 
©. 

— 

* 

— 

= 


k 


2 : £ * 80 2 * 


15 i 2 
1 


* 


5 7 . 4 Py ny * 


A * 0 5 . 
* _— 
4 4 
F \ 
ME 
* 
FP 
- : 
> 


* 


195 
e Collector 


4, 


Secretaries. 


Inſtructions bei ng ſent ſufficient for all your Diſ.. 
tillery Officers, in order to prevent any Loſs of Time, you will not fail to direct 


ps , 
5 4 
N FOE eee of * 2 n 
£ 
a 4 
? 
8 
: Pp 
# e , a9 4-5 
* 4 : 
2 £ I 
* 
5 5 8 %% 4 
+ * 
* F 9 4 _— EP 
6e a 1 . hs. # 1 
* 5 & * 8 x 
2 ; 
4 
5 0 f * 
4 
? +: * 
* v £ 
5 7 Fe 
7 
7 
4 
; 
x 8 . * 
* 
* 
F 
. 
4 


* 
085 


5 > 4 


apes, Bae aw 4254 Vos * * PY 1 @ n Ate: ee * be FE 


your own, ſo as to 
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Eis Report „ enn 


An ACCOUNT of the Grof . and Actual Receipt, diſtinguiſhing 


"diſtilled, at 1. per Gallon, in the Lowlands of Scotland; alſo on un. 
19 * to the 10th December 1798. 
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Ne of, [ Amount. Receipt. Arrear. e in. ]- Amount, 
Buſhels, | 5 | 8 0 


lons. 


Total from Jude C. 4. d. C 
1798 to loth 26, 268861 18 6] 1861 18 6,0736 53,586 16 5; 
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(N* 3—In Report of Commiſſioners of Exciſe 


An ACCOUNT of the Groſs Produce and Actual Receipt, diſtinguiſhing 
17. per Gallon in the Highlands; alſo on uamalted Grain uſed by Diſtillers | 
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Ct 
An ACCOUNT. of the Licence Duties on Stills, charged and paid in 
dhe Lowlands ſince the Period of che laſt Accounts thereof, tranſmitted Is 
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No PT "OF of | Cominiloners of Exciſe of biegen 0 Fab uary 1799.) : 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of Licence Duty on Stills, charged and paid 


in the Highlands, f from bg 2 285 to "IP Jays 8 and and al 5 ety to OO 
October 1798. 
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Charged and paid, 
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An ACCOUNT of the Number and Content of Stills given up or teduced 
in the Lowlands of Scotland before the 10th of October 1798; and of the 


Number and Comentof Stills Hitenfed or entered in the Lowlands ſince that © 
Date. 
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5 An Ac COU NT of the Number and Content {of Stills; licenſed and 
continued to work in the Highlands, from the th of April to the 5th of July, 
and from the 5th of July to the gth of October 1798, diſtinguiſhing each 
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An ACC OUNT of the Number of Officers! employed i in charging the 7 — * 
© «Diſtillery and-Raw- Grain Duties, under the laſt Act of Parliament (bod 
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_ | | Sp d | 
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71 3 —_ 57.994 3.432 1,818 213 64 From theſe Circumſtances | 
195 | | many Particulars in the preſent Account muſt appear very different from 
I -_ 74-0099 10,360 2,398 | 194 6 what might have been expected. The Quantities of Waſh, Low Wines, 
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e 1 | Noof | No of 
| | Quantity of | Gallons Gallons of 
gurt of : Waſh 8 
2 Quantity of | Quantity of seit, | produced | produced . 
0 F— uk of diſtilled, from _ from _—_ : UCESERVXATTONWS, © wy 
„ 1 25 «4 8 arter 0 arter 0 oe a f 7.7.0 3 
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„ : 9 g s | | Fd 236891 1 £1 be. The Produce of Low Wines froni'theWalh, and of Spirits from the 
9 5 8 ts; . 98 Hepes TT 9 Gr Ez Lo Wines, are in many Inftances no leſs diſproportionate, In one 
— 9,946 245333 1,014 . | Inſtance, no 15 a fits than 34 Gallons of Spirits, One to Ten 
_ 4 8,770 E 1,863 13 5 I, rr f 14 4 . 2 1 3 e . Froof, ils; ated as the 
9 | | VV 3 7 Produce from 100 Gallons of 
1 050 | 27 | 361 PD 1 f 34 7 N Produced from each 100 Ga nh ns | Waſh ; and in ſeveral Caſes 
— | 10,499 | 3-023 1,061 MO 2 5 7 wag 7 the Quantity of Low Wines 
Erie 3.221 1,028 | — 4 -"g9 |, appears efen eſs than the Quantity of Spirits. All theſe Diſrepaneids' | 
5 7,908 2,841 157% 3 13 | ariſe from the Impracticability, as above ſtated, of obtaining any Thing | 
In,, bol: ole bi bears 295 | |] like juſt and accurate Accounts of the Operations of theſe Highland Dif- 
— 2,01 2,831 i 5 ; 13 - tillers, Grain is brought in during the Officer's Abſence, of which no 
8.4 22 1.466 1 I Account can be got. The Waſh and Low Wines are diſtilled off before 
* 5 11399 o: | 495 (2 4 +400 | 5 7 15 9 1 an Opportunity can be had of bauging them; and- the Spirits zre carried 
25 $1,415 SIEAT 4s 19943 o--- 195 2 EF 5.0 away and 8 8 of as ſoon 1 2 without Notice, W or 
_ 72,829 6,465 | 1,890 225 5 2 Permits. 
1 -4444131-1.;- $-027 | 1417-4. 17: 1 14 i _ Theſe Remarks will 8 Wee on the 
N : | 5 Face of the preſent Account. As far as was practicable, all the Parti- 
— O, by 1 81 21 . 
30,595 ** 8 = 2 74 culars wanted have been given; hut from the Impoſſibility of petting 4s. 
pens 34787 3-997 1,006 Wy + Materials, many e are neceſſarily rere. | 
— | 80,329 | 8.690 | 2,345 | 201 51 
= | 443994 5.3% 362 41 2 
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Ore On | nt 38 Ve, | 
— 1]. 190334" - 3-465 0656 1 194 7 £62 | | 
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| [bout | nburgh, 


Not increaſed, only One ſmall 
. [Still diſcovered ſince laſt Auguſt, 
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None attem 
the Kingdom. 


-| None is the Collection- 


Stated by Collector as like! 
ſinereaſe after the 
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Stills in this 
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Collector ſtates, that as the Num- 
ber of licenſed Stills have dimi- 
| = at private Stills have increaſ- 


7 


Has iverenſed mech of late in 


he remote Parts of the Collec- 
on. i 


There being only Three licenſed 

ollection, in the In- 

ſtermediate Line, the Uſe of pri- 

vate Stills has increaſed, and is in 
creaſing, ſince the Act paſſed, 


C 


iſulling in and 


Officers, 
| | Superviſors and Offer Exer. 
pied in this Part of 3 
| Vigilance of Officer. 


- 


| of Juſtices, | 


y to 
Harveſt had been 


[County of Sutherland, during ihe 
led ; but to ſuppreſs it effeually 
would require more Officers or Ex- 


pedlants, and alſo Military Parties 
ſat Beauly, Tain, and Diogwall, 
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„ of tb... 
Offcers © e | 0d 


 Adivity of Supervilors a 
£4 . 
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tions. 


Officers Vigilance. 
Activity of Officers and gappot 


were employed in the - Highland 
Parts to co-operate with the eſta⸗ 
bliſhed Officers and Collector, and 
alſo Two Courſing Ollicers in the 


Winter Months 


Offcers have exerted themſelve: 
with Effect, as fince 5th July laſt 
many Stills, with Spirits, Materials, 
e. have been ſeized and condemu- 
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Nowithſlandiog the Exertions 
of Superviſors and Officers to ſup- 


_ Although every Means have been 
uſed by Superviſors and Officers i 
detect and ſuppreſs them, by ſelz- 


fenders. 


To check it, Courſing Offcers| 


preſs, and many Diſcoveries and 
{Seizures having been made. 


ing Stills, &c. and proſecuting of- 
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To prevent. 


Prevention, 
Prevention. 


Prevention, 
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| To ſappreſs. 


| Have kept down this illicit 
Trade, 


r FF ua 


Kept down by Exertions of 
Officers, * 
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not prevented it. 


* en. Y 


. To ſuppreſs in Part. 
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still, &c, and 
fender. 


Better than Poniſhment. 
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Pave leflened the Evil, but | 
| County, who aſſaulted and wound - 


ſed the Officers in attempting to 


vate Diſtillery, was in November 


| Months, 


oO IE 
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Superſedes Puniſhment. 


Still, Utenſils, ie! fined In 


condemned, Materials deſtroyed 5 
and Delinquent proſecuted, | 
| High Fines were formerly im- 
poſed upon thoſe guilty of this Of- 
tir . ab 4 

| fence, which have put a Stop to it. 


* + 


, 
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tilling ſince 5th July, except Two 
at Elgin, one of whom was fined 
in C. 1 and the other in 107% 


One noted Offender in Banff 


ſeize illicit Stills, is to be brought 
to Trial for this Crime at the en- 
ſuing Circuit in Aberdeen. 
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One Offender repeatedly diſco- 
vered in aſſiſting to carry on a pri- 


laſt convicted in the full Penalty of 
. zo, and for Non-Payment thereof 
committed to Perth Jail for Six 


No Offence diſcovered, ſo no Pu- 
a niſhment. . ; 


Seizure and Condemnation of 
Proſecution of Of- 


No Proſecution for private dit. 


frequent Courts. 
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Collector adds, that Proſecutions before the Juſlices 
would be very ineffectual at preſent, as they are not in- 
clined to ſupport the Revenue or its Officers, 1 5 | 


Collector ſtates, that this growing Evil has been encou- 
raged as well by the low Price of Grain as by the high 
Price of good Spirits, but chiefly by the Indulgence Delin- 

gents meet with from the Gentlemen of the Country and 
fultices of the Peace, whoſe Proceedings in Courts, held 
for puniſhing private Diſtillaticn, are ſuch as rather to en- 
courage than check the Trade; for notwithſtanding all At- 
uments and Re monſtrances to the contrary, they perſiſted 
in fining Perſons convicted of ſuch Offences 


Means ſuſhcient to deter from a Repetition of the Offence, 
though they are, in general, poor. : 5 
Collector ſtates, that the Fines awarded by the Jaſticee 
at late Courts were rather ſmall, and proportioned more to 
che Circamſtances of the Offender than to the Magnitude of 
the Offence ; but that to prevent this growing Evil the 
Duke of Athol and other Juſtices have agreed to hold more 
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n trifling 
land inadequate Sums of 10%. 20s. 30x; or 405, each, by no 
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Argyle, Nori Thoma Roſs - = * Has not increaſed fince 5th Toly] Every Means uſed by Four Of 
| 4 jon the Mainland, Spirits being ſup- ficers in Iſlay, but without the Aig 
| : I plied ſrom Ferrintoſh (in Inver- of Military cannot be effeclual. 
ness Collection) Iſlay, and Ireland; | | 
p but in: [day it is.carried on openly] 
7 [and avowedly, and to a great Ex- ; 
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Laurence Mackenzie oe 
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tent, being countenance 


ny 4 and will continue ſo long 


tereſt, 
PART LOWLAND AND PART HIGHLAND. 

- William Corbet . 

F linconſiderable Attempts, ſince the 

t1oth of October, having been made 


| by the 
whole Inhabitants, amounting to 
10,000, and 4, oo Bolls of Barley 
being Annually. ralied. In Jura- 
Colonſay, Mull, Skye, &:. there 


ſis little Graia grown, and Diſtilla- 
tion does not mach prevail. | 


* 


Private malting and diſtilling 
has increaſed ſince the additional: 


e Officers are not ſupported 


the Landed In- 
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as v 
by the Juſtices, of 


T 
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Has not increaſed; One or Two 
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in the Highland Parts of this Col- 
lection, and Two Attempts in Dua- } 
barton Diſtrict. | 


A good deal carried, on in the 
Highland Diſtr.cts of this Collec- 


ſelves to ſuppreſs, and have made 
almoſt innomerabl- DeteQions and 


| But both ſpeedily ſuppreſſed by 


viſots and Officers to ſyppreis,; 


Collector and Officers exert them. 


Seizures of Stills, Utenſils, Mate- 
rials, and Spirits. 1 


the Exertion of the Superviſors 
and Officers. : = 
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Every Exertion uſed by Super- 
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OBSERVATIONS... 


To eruſh it almoſt entirely 


| FE I i 
Delinquents not yet proſecnted, 
NS being but lately 
made. e | 


" 


Lcumſtances. 


Several Delinquents e ; 
Jin the End of October 
IJuſtices, and fined in J. 30 ard' 


efore the“ 


— 0 „„ 1 . J „ e 
Sopprefſed on the Main N — Collector ſtates, chat; In North Argyleſhire the Juſtices of 
Land by the Exertionz of the 5 Ithe Peace and the Gentlemen of the County ſhew an In- 
Collector and Officers. pclination to check illegal Diſtillation, and for the Good of 
- 2 the Revenue. ä 5 . 
1 q ? 
e 4 8 — 

Soppreſſed. in Part, bot — — Collector "ſtates, that in Kentyre, which is'a fine Grain 
would require more Officers +! -| Country, there are no legal Diſtillers, and that private 
to do it with compleat Effect. | Diltillation is encouraged by the Landholders, who wiſh io 

„% T8 {ſecure their Rents, and conſider this as the readieſt Market; 
N 4 alſo that the Fines awarded in that Part of the Country ra- 


ther tend to encourage than ſuppreſs this illicit Trade. 


juſtices here in general act properly towards the Saꝑport 
of the Revenue and it Offices. : 
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: LETTER from the Coumnssroxzxs of ExcisE in Scotland, dated 20th 
March, 1799, to the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 


His Majeſty's Treaſury ; tranſmitting 14 Incloſures relative to a per- 
manent Arrangement of the Duties on Diſtilleries i in Scotland, 


Mar it pleaſe you r Lordſhips, 

* conſequence of Mr. Roſe's Letter of the gth Tandy, ſtating that it is of I mport- 
| ance that your Lordſhips ſhould be prepared to ſubmit to the Confideration of 
Parliament, early in March, ſome permanent Arrangement reſpecting the Duties 

on Diſtilleries in Scotland, in order to which your Lordſhips are deſirous of having 
all the Information that can be uſeful on the Subject, with the leaſt poſſible Delay; 
and therefore directing us to call upon the Trade to make ſuch Repreſentations to 
us, to be communicated to your Lordſhips, as they ſhall think neceſſary, relative to 
the preſent temporary Law, or to the Continuation and Extenſion of its Principles 
by a permanent Act, we have the Honour to inform your Lordſhips, That the ne- 
ceſſary Orders for the Purpoſe abovementioned were immediately iſſued; and that 
we have now received Returns thereto, from the following Collectors, with the In- 

W therein referred to (Copies of which are herewith ſent,) viz. 


1 O w 1. A N D S. 
1 55 5 can: - . e of 13th February, 1799, dom 5 ohn Maitland, 


„„ General Surveyor; 
with 
Letter from James and ohn Haig, Diſtillers 
| = + Oo, ELD 
Fin, Letter of 5th Teuer, 17 99, Sol Janes Ogilvie, 
Ne 2. Collector. 
HappincTon, Letter of 29th Tiny, 1799, ==> Gibere Ogilvie, 
Ne 3. Collector; | 
DL with 


Letter from John Grant, Superviſor, at Dunbar; 
and Letter from Andre w Taylor, Diſtiller, at Linton. 


TeviorDALE, Letter of 29th January, 1799, from John CIs 
N* 4. Collector. 


DomyRIEs, Letter of 28th January, 1799, from John! Mitchell, 
Nb. Collector: 
| with 
Remarks from William Hydop, late Diſtiller at 
Dumfries 
and Letter from Anthony M' Guffog, late Diſtiller 
at Whithorn. 


Aix, 


Me (2) 0 


„„ 1 of 4th Fe 17 ö from 2 Wii ki, 
iy 6, 5 Collector; | ns a 
„„ 5 | „ | 
5 Letters from William Aberdeen, Superviſor 5 
„ 


Letter from Brown, Gourlay, and Co. Harvie 
and Co. — Daniel Macfarlane, James Macfar- 
lane, and Peter Wright, Diſtillers in Pailley ; ; 

Letter from James Anderſon, Superviſor at 

Greenock!; 
| and Letter from Blair and Martin, Diſtillers at 
'"-;, | Greengck. SO 


HIGHLANDS. 


Cairanzss, Letter of 16th Feb 1799, from Gray Campbell 
M3. OR 
: | 11 PEE 
42 from William Murray, Diſtiller at Green- 
an 
Letter from James Boog, Diſtiller at Skelbo; — 
and Letter from Benjamin Henderſon, Diſtiller at 


Clyth. 

INVERNES?, | Letter of 4th February 1799, from Alexander Tulloh, 
NS, Collector ; . 
„„ - e 
„ Los from Alexander F ag Diſtiler at Inver- 

ABERDEEN, _ Letters of 28th Tibia 5th and po of fan, 

„ 1799, from Wn Cock, Collector ; 
„„ wit 


Letter from James Whyte, Superviſor, at Banff "ip 
. from Archibald Cumine, Diſtiller at Mill- 
9 N 
Letter from John Manſon, Diſtiller at Old Mel- | 
„ erut:; 
Letter from Thomas Stewart, Superviſor of Hunt- 
ley Diſtrit; 
Letter from William Malcolm and Thomas Roſs, 
Diſtillers at Huntley ; | 
| and Repreſentation of John Leith, Diſlller i in Mickle 


Warth. 


Are Won Letter of th February, 1799, from Thomas Rok, | 
oy 10. Z Collector; PE 
2. won | 
Letter from Jokn Macdou ougal, Difller at Ar- 
dencaple ; and 
Letter from Hugh Stevenſon and Company, Diſ- 
© tillers at Oban. 
i Azovie Sourn, Letters of 29th January and 23d February, 1795 from 
e IT. Laurence Mackenzie, Leeren e 
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_ Ervirrncow, Letters of 26th January and 6th February, 1799. 
Ne. 2. from Alexander Robertſon, Collector; 
Letter from John Fotheringham, Superviſor at 
_ Lintthgow; | e 
Paper from William Paterſon, Diſtiller at Cal- 
lander; | | 
Letter from John M*Innes, Diſtiller at Mill. 
of Drummond ; _ 1 
Letter from James Millar, Diſtiller at Craigend; 
Letter from Adam Dawſon, Diſtiller at Bonny- 
town ; and . „ 
Letter from Henry Bannerman, William Ban- 
nerman, Alexander MLeiſn, and John 
MeInnes, Diſtillers at Muthil. | . 


Grascow, | Letter of 26th. January, L799, from William Cor- 
25 VVV 


2 


Letter from John Harvie, Diſtilter at Voker; 
Letter from James and Thomas Burns, Diſtillers 


» 


___ at Hamilton; | 
and Letter from Andrew Thompſon, Diſtiller at 
„ Pt pe Glaſgow. ET 
PERxrn, Letter of 28th January, 1799, from James Mitchell, 
| N' 14, AST 5 Collector. RD | 5 | 


In theſe Repreſentations by the Trade, as well as in the Reports of our own 
Officers, your Lordſhips will perceive a great Diverſity of Opinion; and that upon 
the general Queſtion, whether the Diſtiſlery Duties ſhould be levied by Licence on 
the Stills, or by Survey of the manufactured Commodity, or of the Materials for 
making it, the Opinions ate very much divided. Amidſt this War of contending 
Parties, © Non neſtrum eft tantos componere Lites; but after all we have heard and 
read on the Subject, we cannot but abide by the Opinion expreſſed in our Report 
of the 11th of May 1798, to the Diftillery Committee, That the Mode of 
* levying the Duty by the Survey is the beſt, and ought again to be reſorted to, 
for the Reaſons therein given, and upon the following plain and general Principles. 


That, as to the Manufacture of Spirits, the ſame Laws and Regulations, and 
the ſame Duties and Modes of levying ther, ought to obtain in both Parts of 
the vated , 2 er on Ho ĩ ß erat 


That if in England it has been conſidered, for upwards of Fourteen Years paſt, | 
that the beſt Mode of impoſing and ſecuring the very large Revenue drawn from 
Diſtillery, is by laying the Duty on the Waſh, there ſeem to have been no ſufficient 
. Reaſps yet aſſigned againſt returning to the ſame Mode in Scotland. 


' Or, That if the Licence Syſtem is held out to be the moſt unexceptionable, and 
advantageous both for. the Revenue and the Country, as well as for the Trade in 
Scotland, it N theſe Grounds (as to which there cannot exiſt a Difference 


We 


betwirt the two of the Iſland) to be extended to and adopted in England. 


We have further to take Notice, that the Operation and Effects of tke hs. 
Law have not been, and cannot for ſome Time yet be, compleatly or impartially- 


known from this Circumſtance, that almoſt the Whole of the Lowland Diftillers 


had ſtopped working ſoon after the Commencement of the Act, and did not begin 
again to diſtil till the 10th of October laſt; ſo that we have had only the partial, 
Experience of their Operations ſince that Date, limited very much, as we are 
informed, both in Extent and Celerity ot working. „ „ 


It appears to us, that the ſame Sort of Attack, from Inefficaèy, Increaſe of 
Expence, Embarraſſment of Manufacture, &c. has been practiſed upon this laſt 
Diſtillery Act of 1798, as was ſucceſsfully attempted by the Scotch Diſtillers againſt 
the Waſh Act of 1784, which legalized the Uſe of the Hydrometer, and proved. 

the great Check upon their Frauds; and that as the one Law was in Scotland 
ſumothered almoſt in its Birth, when its good Effects were juſt beginning to be 
experienced, they hope in the like Manner, by Arguments x, Fallacy, unſupported. 
by Experience, to obtain an immediate Repeal or Alteration of the other, which 
we hope and truſt, for the Good of the Revenue and the Intereſt of the Country, 
will not be granted, becauſe it is the Wiſh of, or agreeable to the Trade, that being 
the Circumſtance of all others, which, with our long and perfeck Knowledge of 
their Operations and Intentions, would make us at leaſt moſt jealous of, if not 
compleatly deciſive againſt their Propoſitions. | 85 


All which is humbly ſubmitted by 1 
1 Tour Lordſhips moſt faithſun 
and obedient humble Servants, 


| 2 805 | | Ja. Stedart. 
' Exciſe Office, TT | 55 7. Wharton, 
_ Edinburgh, N TY Rob. Graham. 
20th March, 4799, Geo. Brown, 
e x feta Tobn Grieve. 
The Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners. 1 
5 His Majeſty's Treaſury. 
(N* .—EDINBURGH.) 


| (In Commiltioners Letter of 20th March, 1799.) 


._. Honourable Sirs, | 8 . „ 
In obedience to the Board's General Letter of the 15th Ult. I next Day v rote 


to John Stein, Eſq. Diſtiller at Canon Mills, and to Mctirs. James and John Haig 


at Lochrin, who are the only Diſtillers in Edinburgh General Diſtrict, acquainting 
_ that I was directed by the Board of Exciſe to call upon them, and to requeſt they 
would be pleaſed to ſtate to me in Writing, as ſpeedily as poſſible, ſuch Repreſen- 
tations as they ſhould think neceſſary, relative to the preſent Temporary Diſtillery 
Law, or to the Continuation or Extenſion of its Principles, by a permanent Act. 


Incloſed is Meſſrs. James and John Haig's Letter on. that Subject, which I re- _ 
ceived laſt Night, but I have got none from Mr. Stein. His Brother, Mr. James, 
defired Mr. Whyte, Surveyor, to acquaint me that his Brother John was gone to 
London, but who had directed. him to let me know that he thought is needlets » 
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ſay any Thing on the Subject here, as he would have an Opportunity of delivering 
ne EY 


The Meſſrs. Haigs, in their Letter, ſtate, that they are much hurt in the Sale of 
their Spirits by large Quantities of ſmuggled Spirits coming into Mercat from Dir. 
tillers, which have not been charged with the Shilling per Gallon of Duty; and that 
in Place of a Shilling, others paid probably not Three Pence or Four Pence per Gallon - 
on the real Qugntities they made. I have been informed, very conſiderable Quan- 
tities of Aua Vilæ nas lately been ſmuggled into Edinburgh, and J have directed the 
Surveyors and Officers to exert themſelves in endeavouring to detect that illicit 
Practice, and ſeveral Seizures have been made. But although theſe Gentlemen ſay 
they were determined to have nothing to do with Smuggling, yet I am afraid they 
are not quite immaculate, for James Stuart, Officer, who ſurveys their Work, told 
me, that he actually found the Servants pumping up Spirits into the Stock from 
the Spirit Well, before he had an Opportunity to take his Gauge, This Well is 
within the principal Spirit Cellar, and the Spirits run immediately into it below 
Ground from the Still, ſo that, without conſtant watching, the Trader has, no 
doubt, Opportunities to evade the Shilling a Gallon Duty, eſpecially as the Stock 
of Spirits is ſo large that it cannot be taken ſo often as to check that Mode of 
Evaſion; for beſides the large Tuns, there are ſo many Puncheons, Hogſheads, 
&c, every one of which are to gauge, and the Strength of the Spirits in each to 
be aſcertained, that it is not an eaſy Matter for one Officer to take the Stock by 
A As to what the Meſſrs. A have advanced about their being charged more 
than a Shilling per Gallon, I do not ſee any good Reaſon to apprehend ſo; they, 
indeed, have complained to me, that their Spirits being hot, they diminiſh both in 
Quantity and Strength, after they have been taken Account of . by the Officer, but 
ſo far as J have ſeen, the Quantities produced, and the Strength of the Spirits, are 
aſcertained by Mr. Stuart, in the ſame Manner as is done at Canon Mills, where no 
Complaint has been made. He is a faithful truſty Officer, and one who will do the 
Trader Juſtice, but give no undue lam. 


By the laſt States that I received from the Officers who ſurvey Canon Mills and 
Lochrin Diſtilleries, the Licence Duty, calculated from the Quantity of Spirits 
charged with the Shilling per Gallon, was, at the former, 8 4 d. per Gallon, and at 
the latter, 8 4 4. One to Ten over Proof. At Canon Mills, neither Surveyor, 
Officer, or myſelf, have had any Suſpicion of Fraud, every Thing appearing to be 
fair; but I am of Opinion they could have made a great deal more Spirits if they 
had choſe it. But I am told, the Licence Duty, at ſeveral Diſtilleries in the Coun- 
try, far exceeds the above Calculation, and if that is true, it is evident all the Spirits 

roduced have not been taken Account of by the Officer; of this, however, the 
Board will be better able to judge when States from each Diſtillery are ſent in, and, 
in my humble Opinion, it is very neceſſary your Honours ſhould be informed of 
- > "hae Fact. All which s baited by, ( 7 tf 17 os, 
25 4. Slenourable Sin, . 
Tour moſt obedient humble Servant, 


N Edinburgh, | 
- 13th Feb. 1799. 
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The Honourable the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 
„„ | 
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Wꝛx have received your Letter of the 16th Ult. informing us, chat by Directi 


from the Honourable Board of Exciſe, you applied to us for the Purpoſe of our 


ſtating to you, in Writing, ſuch Repreſentations as we ſhould think neceſſary, re- 


live to the preſent temporary Diſtillery Law. 


Ir has occurred to us, that the beſt Way to give you our Ideas of this temporary 


| . 5 . 1 4 5 N 
APPENDIX 7M) tis 


Law, is to ſtate, as nearly as we can, the Effect of it upon our Trade, our Si- 


tuation under it, and the Conſequences ariſing therefrom. 


We beg Leave to obſerve, that the Sales of our Spirits are very much injured 
by a great Quantity of Spirits being ſmuggled, and ſold at reduced Prices to many 
of thoſe who were formerly our Cuſtomers; alſo, that many of the Dealers, who 
purchaſed from us, have likewiſe loſt a great Part of their Trade, owing to their 
Cuſtomers being ſupplied by Diſtillers with ſmuggled Spirits in a fimilar Way, 
that is, by ſending Spirits ſometimes with One Half, and the other Half without 
Permit at other Times, One Fhird with, and the other Two Thirds without Permit; 
and ſometimes the Whole without Permit. — By ſmuggled Spirits, independant of 
Spirits ſmuggled from the Highlands, we mean Spirits for which the Licence Duty 


We determined to have nothing to do with Smuggling, and therefore, when 
others paid probably not Three Pence or Four Pence per Gallon upon what pos | 
they made, and we, from the Way we have been charged, paying upwards of One 
ee per Gallon, the Conſequence muſt be, that we muſt either ſtop our Wo 


 - In, Evidence- of our peyiag more chan One Shilling per Gallun, we need only 
appeal to yourſelf for the Truth of it.—In the Courſe of your Survey, and when- 


you were taking our Stock, we ſhewed you our Cellar Book, which is not what we 


would have done to every Perſon. This Book contains à full Account of 8 


1 x 
e as ; 
& 
= 


Gallon of Spirits ſent out by us, and which you compared with the Liſt of Exciſe 


Permits granted; and notwithſtanding of our ſending out none without full Permit, 
there have been conſiderable Decreaſes in our Stock, which ought not to have been, 
had we not been overcharged. —Alſo we have to obſerve, that on Feng out 

our Spirits, the Exciſe Officer does frequently character the Strength of them higher 

than what we can poſſibly charge our Cuſtomers. We believe that you are like- 


The Conſequences ariſing from the preceding Facts are, that under the preſent 
Law, it is impoſſible for us to carry on our Manufacture, or if we do, that we muſt” 
be ruined, We have therefore been under the Neceſſity of giving Intimation to 
Mr. Adam Whyte, Surveyor of Exciſe, that we ſhould give up working One of 
dur Stills againſt the 10th of February, which we did upon the gch of January laſt, 

thereby decreaſing our Work more than One Half, . | 


We have only. farther: to ſtate, that we have no Objection to any Mode whatever 


of charging the Duties, provided that: every-Diſtiller would be charged alike, but 
that we conſider impoſſible under the . and we may alſo add, * ; 


& ©5 a i, | | | 
x | . 
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the ſmalleſt RefleAion againſt any Perſon whatever, under any Lam that may be 
ma where | it 1s MANN in 1 Power wu Individuals jo aurora a Apes, or Diſtller 


an 


Wen are re reſpeAtully, So” | | 
P.S. We gals hopped | Tout moſt obedient Servants, 
Due of eur OW; en th e ee 5 . John r, 
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(In Sensen Letter of 20th March, 1799. 13 


Honourable Gentlemen, 

9 obedience to your Order of the 1 5th Ulte, 1 immediately want ed Copley = 
thereof to the Superviſors, as likewiſe to the Diſtillers in my Collection, requeſt- 
ing them to call a Meeting of the Trade, and take under Conſideration the 
Purport of your Honours Letter, and to acquaint me the Reſult of their Deliberations, 
and that they would propoſe ſome certain Mode to fix a Duty upon diſtilled Spirits, 


either by Survey or by a Licence on the Capacity of their Stills, in order to 


facilitate a permanent Act might be obtained to ſecure the Duties and encourage 
the fair Trader. In {anſwer I received a Letter from Meſſts. John Stein, Diſtiller 


at Kennet Panns, alſo from Duncan Montgomery, Diſtiller in Inverkeithing, 


both mentioning that a full Meeting of the Trade was fixed at Falkirk the Week 
following, when your Honours Letter would be taken under their Conſideration. 


What Reſolutions that Meeting formed, have very impatiently waited to hear, 
but by a Letter received from Mr. Montgomery the laſt Poſt, he condeſcends 


upon no Point there fixed, and only gives his own Opinion, that for the Good of 
the Revenue, and Encouragement of the Diſtiller, a permanent Duty per Gallon 


upon the Capacity a me: Sus: wed would prove to be the ſureſt Mode to * 
the New. 


Ia conſulting with- my Superviſors, they he all of. O piaion g great at Abuſes — 


ek, on by the Diſtillers, by evading the Payment of the Duty of One Shilling 


per Gallon produced from the Still, and the Malt uſed by them, in mixing a Third 
or One Fourth of Raw Grain with their Malt, grinding it together. The Meal or 
Flour proceeding from this Mixture your Honours Officers are not ſufficient 
Judges to check, notwithſtanding of their greateſt Care and Attention to ſtop | 
ſuch Abuſes. From the local Situations that moſt of the Diſtilleries in Fife are 
erected on, One, Two, or Three Miles diſtant from a Town or Village, admitting the 
latter to be within a ſhort Walk of the Diſtillery, the Diſtillers influence theſe 
Cottagers from affording either Lodging or Proviſions to your Honours Officers, 


who are obliged to lodge, in the beſt Manner they can, at a Diſtance from the 
Works. This affords the Diſtiller great Opportunities of carrying off and ſecreting 
the Spirits from the Still, which they ſend off in the Uo Time co e Famikes | 8 


and Retailers of, Spirits without Permit. 


From every Obſervation and laformatica 1 can obtain, a” in n which the 
Superviſors agree, that by the employing of Watchmen upon the Diſtilleries, is 
attended with a ous C _ * the 1 8 8 0 and little Effect in prend 


oY * 1 Its, 


By 


By the Operation of the preſent Diſtillery Act, from the Licence Duty; and chat 
of. One Shilling per Gallon on the Spirits, together with the Duty on the Ra, 
Grain, ſo far as both theſe Duties has been aſcertained, brings up;a Duty equal to 
about £.110 per Gallon upon the cubical Contents of the entered Stills; I am, 
therefore, humbly of Opinion, that the Revenue will be more advanced, and better 
ſecured, by a Licence Duty, tan by Survey. ee Mane 


A 8 
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If the Licence Duty be adopted in Preference to that of Survey, to prevent all 


Species of Frauds, the full Capacity of the Body of the Stills, Heads, the Pipe or 


Horn projecting from the Heads, together with the Pipe that conveys the Spirits 
through the Flex Stand, ſhould be charged with the ſame Rate of Licence Duty; 
and with a Power to your Honours Officers by Night or Day, and to examine 
the Stillhouſes, and to ſee that no Alteration is made upon any Part of the Appa- 
ratus different from their primary Entry. . | 


In, reſpe& to the Highland Diftillery, 1 have humbly to acknowledge my 
Inability to point out any effectual Mode to ſecure the Duty in that Country. The 


practices there carried on require great Reformation to prevent that Interference 


with the low Country, their Inroachments at preſent, by ſending down Spirits 


into Fife, are much complained of by the entered Diſtillers, while I have Reaſon 


„ 


to believe your Honours Officers do every Thing in their Power to check ſuch 
PrabUices, ie df e / ty 
oth I am moſt reſpeAfolly, © | 
A dit AW 12 Honourable Gentlemen, are” Sat : 
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The Hancurable the Commiſſioners of Exciſ. 
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ln Commiſſioners Letter of 20th March, 1799.) 


Wii , ß ne 203 Dont ih tbe: 
Uyron'Reccipt of your Honours General Letter of the 15th Inſtant, relative 


0 ; 4 * 


to the preſent Diſtillery Law, I immediately wrote the Two Diſtillers in this Collection, 


requeſting their Sentiments in Writing on that Subject in courſe of Poſt, and 
at ſame Time wrote the two Superviſors, in whoſe Bounds theſe Diſtillers are, deſiring 


mamoſt obliged humble Servant. 


. 
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every Information in their Power. I have juſt now received a Letter from Mr. 
John Grant, Superviſor, Dunbar, with one from Mr. Andrew Taylor, Diſtiller at 


Linton, which are incloſed. 


With regard to the preſent Mode of charging the Duty on the Spirits from : 


the Still, and of the Raw Grain, 1 am moſt humbly of Opinion, that the Traders 


have it in their Power to commit Fraud on both theſe Articles; in the firſt Place, 
by carrying off large Quantities of Spirits privately, before an Account is taken 
of ſame, notwithſtanding all poſſible Vigilance in the Officer; and in the ſecond 
Place, by mixing (privately) Quantities of Raw Grain with the Malt in ſuch a 
Manner as to make it altogether impoſſible for an Officer to detect the Fraud; 


cumſtances 


ſo that by theſe Devices a conſiderable Part of the Duty is evaded, Theſe Cir- 


- - 
5 
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the Content of the Still, not only a greater Revenue would be — 
but every Diſtiller in Scotland would be upon an equal Footinng. 
ateſt Reſpect.. 
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f. ̃ obedient { |: 
e ee e, _ Humble Servant, 


oners of Exciſe, © © ee PIT) Oęilvis. 
ummiſioners of E Uu Ogilvie. 
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a Dunbar, Jan, 26, 1799. 
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Ixctosxo I tranſmit you Mr. T ller's, Obſervations in anſwer to the 
Honourable 1¹ d's Letter of the 15th Current, relative to the preſent Diſtillery, 
, and beg leave to ſubjoin what has occurred to myſelf on the Subject. 


That the preſent Mode of Survey, for ſecuring the additional Duty of One Shil..* 


- ylor, DVRs 
e 


ling per Gallon on Spirits, together with the Raw Grain uſed, is inadequate to the 


Purpoſe intended (where the Trader is diſpoſed to riſk the Evaſion of theſe Duties 
by Fraud) I am convinced from general Obſervation on the Diſtillery in this Diſ- 
trict.— Although the Quantity of Spirits produced is conſiderable (being nearly 260 


| Gallons, 1 to 10 O. P. every Day from a Still of 64 Gallons Content) ſtill if the 


Poſſtion that the Diſtiller lays down be accurate, that 70 Gallons of Worts is the 
proper Extract from One of Grain, the above Statement is inferior in point of 
Quantity to what ought to be the Produce of the Waſh and Low Wines preſently 


taken account of, As no Charge ariſes from the Gauge of Waſh or Low Wines, 


the Diſtiller is under no Reſtraint u: preſent as to the Quantity taken account of by 
the Officer, and confequently is indifferent as to its Magnitude, his chief Attention 
being directed to the Spirits diſtilled, and which, being the laſt Stage of Operation, 
and comprized within the ſmalleſt Compaſs, of courle admits of the caſieſt and ſafeſt 
Way of evading the Duties. 1 CV | 


4% - 


This may be effected either by concealing rhe Spirits, and running the Riſk of 
Detection and Seizure, if diſcovered, or mixing any ue directly from Still with 
his old Stock, until an Opportunity preſents itſelf of getting it diſpoſed of, and 
which, if the Stock is very large, he may frequently do, however vigilant a ſingle 


Officer may be (unaſſiſted by a Watchman or two) under whoſe Survey he may 
be placed. Another Mode of evading the Spirit Duty may be effected by getting 


a Permit, containing a Transſer of Spirits from any Dealer whoſe Retail Trade is 
extenſive, and can admit of ſuch a Decreaſe from the Time of the Officer's preced- 
ing Survey. That this Scheme may be practiſed I ſtate on the Authority of Mr. 
Taylor, the Diſtiller, who told me he was offered 1000 Gallons of falſe Credit at a 

certain Price per Gallon, the Permits to be got and tranſmitted to ham for any | 
den Quang: and at ſuch Times as he could arrange his Stock for their Admii- 


ſion with Safety, | 


To remedy in ſome Meaſure cheſe apparent Deſects, it has occurred to me that 
in, the Event of the preſent Law being extended by a permanent Act, whether or 
not à Check ſimilar to thoſe . preſently in force with. reſpect r 

W EE might. 


might not be applied to the Diſlillation of Spirits, by making the Charge to ariſe 

from either the Waſh or Low Wines, provided the Spirits produced therefrom were 
not equivalent, or nearly ſo, td the given Quantities of the two former. Objections 
would no doubt. be ſtarted -in Oppoſition to this Mode from the Intricacy and Riſk 
attending the Diſtillery Operation; but I cannot help thinking that the ſame Objec- 
tions might be ſuggeſted by Soap or Starch Makers, who are liable to ſimilar Checks 
as to the Nicety ot their Trade, in ſupport of which they might adduce Objections 


nearly as valid. | 


The Statement of Mr. Taylor, in his Obſervations, that the One Fifth Part of the 
Duty was not paid for the Quantity diſtilled previous to 1787, forms no Criterion 
whereby to determine what might be the Amount of Revenue, provided the Diſtiller 
was under a compleat Survey, in ſupport of which it is only neceſſary to ſtate, that 
his Licence Duty from 1oth Oct. to roth Dec. is £.576; Duty of One Shilling 

r Gallon on Spirits C. 639; amounting in all to £.1,2r5 ; whereas had the Charge 
ariſen from the actual Gauge of Waſh for the above Period, the Amount would have 
been /. 3, ) 2. I do not infer from this that the Revenue has been unproductive, or 
would have increaſed to the above Extent, as the Diſtiller at preſent has it in his 
Power to make his Worts of whatever Strength he chuſes, which, if charged at Five 
Pence per Gallon, he would certainly avail himſelf of, whereas at preſent he is under 
no ſuch Reſtraint. LD 7 Þ VVV 


Should the preſent Law be extended by another Licence Act, it is abundantly evi- 
dent, from the proportionably ſmall Riſe in the Price of Spirits in conſequence of - 
the Shilling per Gallon, that the Diſtiller is equal ro pay more than double his 
preſent Licenee if the additional Duty on Spirits be repealed. In that Caſe 'I would 
humbly ſuggeſt an Alteration in the-preſent Mode of charging faid Duty, by having 


the whole Worm (after a proper Deduction from the Rate per Gallon) comprehended, 


and to be included in the Content of the Still, as from their uncommon and com- 
plex Structure, with the Variety of Apparatus attached, Scope is given for Ingenuity 
and Fraud, which this Mode of aſcertaining the Content might have the Effect of 
preventing, and at ſame Time be the Means of putting the whole Diſtillers in Scot- 
land on a more equal Footing. „ %%ͤ;ũ é%ůu go 

8 V J am, 
| 2x #8. 

_ Your moſt obedient _ 

5 Humble Servant, T5 
Gilbert Ogilvie, Eq. Collector of Exciſe, 9 e 
Edinburgh, i | 


(HADDINGTON—In Collector': Letter of zgth January, 1799.) 
Mr. Jonx GRAN, £9: 8 
Ox peruſing the Board of Exciſe's General Letter to their Collectors, dated the 
19th Inſtant, 1 find they are deſirous to have what Information their Superviſors 
and Officers, as well as Diſtillers, can give, reſpecting the preſent temporary 
Diſtillery Law. „„ #33 | To oe To TO, 


That this Law will be productive to the Revenue, if the additional One Shilling 
r Gallon is fairly charged, there is no Reaſon to doubt; and by this Time the 
onourable Board will have Returns from their Collectors of the Quantity of Spirits 
made, as well as the Quantity of Waſh di _ from the 10th of October, 1798, 


— ar 4 > 


* . 
A — 2 on 


e 


the different Diſtillers, in proportion to their Licence. 


the Subje@ in a ſpeculative Point of View, 


W. Ader 


to the loch of December, this will enable them to judge how far the Law will 
be productive in Point of Revenue, as well as the Equality of its Collection, from 


* 


As I live at a conſiderable Diſtance from any other Diſtiller, have it not in my 
Power to know if this is the Caſe, but truſts the Honourable Board will have ex 
erted their Endeavours to procure the Revenue, and put the Trade on an equal 
Footing. The Officers employed in charging the Duty, according to the preſent 
Plan, may be of opinion that the preſent La is defective, and is not guarded by 
Checks and Penalties to prevent the Trader from committing Frauds; however, 


if it is deficient in that Reſpect, the Licence on the Content of Stills more than 


counterbalances that Defect - this will beſt appear by contraſting the preſent and 
the former Diſtillery Laws. The preſent Plan charges a Duty of . 54 on the Gal- 
Jon of Stills, and One Shilling on the Gallon of Spirits made. It will require very 
little Exertion from the Officer charging the Duty on Diſtillers; if they cannot aſ- 
certain the Whole, they may at leaſt Two Thirds, or One Half. On that moderate 
Calculation it will appear, the preſent Law ſecures Three Fourths of the Duty 
that ought to be paid, which the Exciſe Plan did not prior to 1786. The Duty was 
then charged on the Waſh in England and Scotland at the Rate of 5d. per Gallon. 
This Law was guarded by ſo many Checks and Penalties, from the Waſh Pump 
to the Diſcharging Cock of the Still, with Locks and Seals, &c. of beſt Con- 
ſtructions that could be deviſed, yet, notwithſtanding theſe, and incurring nearly a 
Penalty of £.1,400 per Day if tranſgreſſing the Law, it was clear that One Fifth 
of the Duty was not paid, 11 + pers: a N 


To ſhew this in a clearer Point of View, it will be proper to have Recourſe to 
the Mode of charging the Duty at that Period. Suppoſe, for Example, the Con- 
tent of the Waſh Still 600 Gallons, including the Head, Three Fourths of that is 
450 Gallons; this run off in 20 Hours, and Four Times charged each Week 


amounts to 1800 Gallons at 5d. is £.35. 10s. In Addition to the Waſh Still, the 
Trader might have a Doubling and Rectifying Still nearly Double to the Content 
of the former, conſequently, in Place of running 18co Gallons a Week, the true 


Quantity diſtilled was 10,500, at 5d. is J. 219. 115. 8d. being the Produce of 150 
Bolls of Grain maſhed at Four Times, correſponding to the Number of Times the 
Still was charged each Week; 70 Gallons of Worts per Boll was the moſt ap- 
proved Extract to thoſe who underſtood the Buſineſs beſt, which, multiplied by 1 50, 
meaſures 10,500 Gallons, as before, exceeding Six Times the Quantity that paid 
the Duty. I declare that was the Practice I purſued as an operative Diſtiller at 
that Period, without incurring the Penalties of the Law, and my then Employer 


was conſidered as a fair Trader. This clearly ſhews all the Checks and Penalties ot 


the Law went for nothing. I ſhall again ſuppoſe the ſame Law reſorted to, and 
the ſame Duty paid, as in England, conſequently the Engliſh Market opened to the 
Scotch Diſtiller, which, in Time, will have the Effect of making that Branch a 


Monopoly, as in England. If Neceſſity impelled the Engliſh Diſtiller to the Com- 


miſſion of Fraud, there is no Doubt he would take the ſame Advantage the Scotch 
have done, but as he can ſettle che Price of his Spirits by Combination of the Trade, 
Yearly, he is enabled to pay a reſpectable Duty, and realize a large Profit. At pre- 
ſent the Diſtillery Branch in Scotland is in the Hands of a great many Combatants, 
who will conteſt the Home Marker, and to the Riſque of their Capitals, however ſtrong 
the Law may be that guards the Diſtillery from Fraud. This will doubtleſs bring 


back the Trade to the Situation it was, in 1787 (a general Bankruptcy) ; if that is 


the Caſe, the Revenue will be moderate. I have ſuggeſted theſe Hints in oppo- 
ſition to a total Exciſe Plan, as the Reſult of my former Experience, which may 
have equal Weight to over-balance the moſt ſanguine ExpeRations of thoſe who ſee 


be 
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. The: preſent temporary Plan will give the Honourable Board of Exciſe a true 
Criterion to walk by. In licenſing the Scotch Diſtillery to the Advantage of the 
Revenue, while the temporary Plan continues, it might be proper to put the Law 
in Activity againſt thoſe that ſmuggle their Spirits to evade the additional One Shil- 
ling per Gallon, in Addition to the Forfeiture of Spirits, the £.200 Penalty for 
giving falſe Declarations, as Smuggling brings it directly Home to the Trader. 


If the Honourable Board ſhould think an equal Licence is to the Advantage of 
the Revenue, I ſhall be happy to communicate my Sentiments to you, on the 
neceſſary Alterations to be introduced, to protect the Trade againſt the Evils it is 
expoſed to by the Laws of Exportation to England, as well as beyond the Seas. 
i | OE EY ET e 


e . Andrew Taylor. 
Mr. John Grant, Superviſor, 99 1 . 
Dunbar . | 5 | 5 
(N* 4.—TEVIOTDALE.) 


(In Commiſſioners Letter of 2oth March, 1799.) 
Is anſwer to your Honcurs General Letter of 35th Inſtant, have to ſay, that 
there are no licenſed Diſtillers, nor indeed a Diſtiller of any Deſcription whatever, 
within the Bounds of this Collection, nor any Perſon is, ſo far as I can learn, con- 
nected with them in the way of Buſineſs, ſave ſuch as buy Spirits from them. It 
has been obſerved that the Conſumption of Aquavitæ has increaſed very much 
in this Collection, and from its low Price has hurt the Sale of Beer and Ale, and of 
conſequences the Amoune of this Brac... 
. I am with the greateſt ReſpeA, _ 
Honourable Sirs, „ 
Iuoour moſt obedient, and 


e e % e 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, Eh Corr 
Eainburgb. 

(N* 5,—DUMERIES.) 


- (In Commiſiioners Letter of 20th March, 1799.) 
nourable Sirs | „ mr 
by 3 regarding Diſtillery, from Mr. William Hyſlop, late Diſtiller 

here, 1 am certain proceed from no View but to bring about an Equality of | 
Revenue to Government, and of Advantage to every Diſtiller, Under this 
View, and that it conſiſts with my Knowledge, he has been at much Pains to obtain 
- Information. The Remarks he makes will, it is to be preſumed, claim Attention, 
eſpecially where any new Idea appears to be ſtated. © 5 SE 
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It is obvious, that any Obſervations made by the great Diſlillers, or by thoſe 


of the Highland or intermediate Diſtricts, muſt have a Reference to Meaſures 
tending to ſupport the ſuperior Advantages they poſſeſs under the Operation of 
the preſent Law; here there is no Motive but to obtain a Law and Regulations 
bringing every Diſtiller on the ſame Ground, 5 1 To 


] am of opinion it is of the utmoſt Importance to prevent Monopoly, as 
materially. tending to ſecure the Revenue, to meliorate the Quality of Spirits, to 
bring a fair Value for Grain, and a regular ſtated Price for Spirits, which at 
preſent fluctuates at the Pleaſure of a few, but at the Riſque of Bankruptcy to 
the reſt, I his ſalutary Meaſure, it is evident, cannot be accompliſhed, unleſs 
all are brought to a Level as to the Extent of Duty, and the ſame Acceſs to Markets 
- for their Spirits. Ye | 


If by a new Law Monopoly is partially but not totally defeated, thoſe poſſeſſed 


of large Capitals or Credit, and diſpoſed for deep Speculation, will ſoon diſcover 


the Meaſures ſtill left open for them to purſue, the Effect of which mult be, though 
more or leſs gradual, yet ultimately certain Annihilation to the reſt, . 


Towards effectually ſecuring the Revenue, various Regulations have been ſub- 
mitted to conſideration, and the Meaſures that have been ſo ſucceſsfully adopted, 
ſo eſſentially to the Diminution of Revenue, have been ſo clearly pointed out and 
confirmed“, that it is to be hoped a Barrier will be erected impregnable by Ingenuity 
and Artifice, Ingenuity on fair Principles claims Protection and Encouragement, 
but when applied to the Prejudice of the Revenue it becomes a Sort of refined 
Species of Swindling from the Public Purſe, and hence from the Pockets of all. 


Towards framing a new Law, there is ſuch an unwieldy Maſs of different 
Intereſts and Circumſtances ſeemingly counteracting each other, local Advantages 
and Diſadvantages, ſuperior Skill in ſome. above others in leſſening their reſpective 
Duties, partial Preference to other Markets for the Sale of Spirits, &c. &c. that 
one direct Line, having for its Object the Security of the Revenue and an equal 
Protection and Encouragement to every Diſtiller, will, I have no Doubt, be ſtrittly 
regarded. „ „ | . 


I took the Liberty by Letter, the 31ſt Ult'. to mention to your Honours the 
Extent of Fraud carried on with Impunity, by large Quantities of Spirits findirg 
their way from Scotland to England, ſnuggled on the Border Side, to which beg 


. referring as a Matter claiming Attention. Along with the Remarks from Mr. 


Hyſlop, pleaſe alſo to receive thoſe from Mr. A. M*Guffog, late Diſtiller at 

Whithorn. | | | | 

J am moſt reſpectfully, 
Honourable Gentlemen, 


Dumfries, 28th January, . Tour obedient Servant, 
3 3 Jahn Mitchell. 
Honourable Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 
: Edinburgh | 


* As one Inſtance, the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, I am informed, have a Statement 
\ furniſhed from reſpectable Authority, that the Stills at Canon Mills (Contents 250 Gallons,) run 
2500 Gallons Spirits per Day, which is under 4d. per Gallon; and I have good Reaſon to know that 
the Diſtillers in general paid at that Time 154. per Gallon, or thereabout. This difference of 114. 
per Gallon js no leſs than £439,000 per Annum of Duty ſaved of what others pad. 
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 (DUMFRIES—In-ColleGtor's Letter of 28th January; 1799.) 
Ranks from Mr. Hys1oe, late Diſtiller at Dumfries. 


Fan the preſent Act, in ſome Caſes, there muſt be an Addition of the Re- 
venue; yet in qther Points the great Evil is by no Means remedied, The Duty being 
continued on the Contents of Stills does not prevent the Evaſion of Part of the 
Duty. Some Diſtillers can produce their Spirits much under Six Pence per Gallon, 
while others pay One Shilling of Duty under the Licence Part of £.54. To equalize 
the Duty has been the Deſign of Miniſtry: In ſome Reſpects the Object may have 
been made ſo far. good, yet when the Size and Conſtruction of Stills, Heads, 
Worms, Vents, &cq vary fo much, an Inequality of Duty is unavoidable. The Rea- 
ſon of this being obvious and proven, ſuffice it to ſay, that the preſent Price of 
Whiſkey is Three Shillings and Nine Pence per Gallon, That Whiſkey can be made 
at ſo low a Price, without groſsly evading Part of the Law, is impoſſible. The 
average Price of Barley being about Three Shillings per Wincheſter Buſhel, the 
Spirits cannot coſt the Manufacturer leſs than Two Shillings and Six Pence per 
Gallon ; add to this the Licence Duty of £.54. and ſuppoſe that to be Six Pence 
per Gallon, though it may be under the Average on the Spirits, then the Duties by 
the preſent Act, ſay One Shilling per Gallon on the Spirits produced (Hydrometer 
Proof), with a Malt Duty on the unmalted Grain; allow that to be Three Pence per 
Gallon on the Spirits; theſe will make the prime Coſt Four Shillings and Three 
Pence per Gallon, Z10. per Cent. under Hydrometer Proof.-Quere. Where are 
the Diſtiller's Profit? %%% ᷑ M;] i ED 


With reſpect to the Duty laid on unmalted Grain (if continued) taking the 


Duty by Weight, Government will receive a conſiderable Addition, and Diſtillers 


will be upon a more equal Footing in Point of Expence and Duty; for inſtance, a 
Buſhel weighing 56 1b. pays no more than One weighing 42 1b. Diſtillers in a Soil 
and Climate which will produce heavy Grain, that Difference alone is enough to 
enrich thoſe working in a Diſtrict of favourable Soil and Climate, and Ruin to the 

. : | „ „ 


The Intereſt of Government, Diſtillers, and Farmers, are immediately and ulti- 
mately connected; therefore any Thing hurting Diſtillers in the Faith of Farmers, 
Corn Dealers, &c. ought ſtrictly to be avoided. Diſtillers obliged to work for a 
. whole Year at all Hazards, It is naturally to be ſuppoſed that the Farmers and 
Dealers in Corn muſt doubt his Punctuality, becauſe, under the Difadvantages before 
alluded to, and the Privileges which others have, Diſtillers in a ſmall Scale may 
be reduced to the Neceſſity of felling their Produce at Half its real Value, This 
Difficulty of the Trade may be ſurmounted, by permitting Licences for any Num- 
ber of Months. A Grievance upon the whole Trade and Country, Two Houſes 
excepted, muſt be an Infringement upon the Emoluments of Government. The 
Proprietors of Stills of large Entries have it in their Power to ſend to and vend their 
Spirits at a Market advantageous to themſelves, but injurious, if not totally de- 
ſtructive, to the Owners of ſmaller Stills; ſo clear is this, that few Obſervations 
are ſufficient. Thoſe entitled to work for the Scotch and Engliſh Market when 
they pleaſe, are only ſubjected to the Duty when they find it convenient to work 
for Scotland; vice verſa, Diſtillers on ſmaller Scales are not only deprived of the 
Benefit of the Engliſh Market, but ſubjected to an Annual Licence, no Allowance _ 
for want of Conſumpt, or being tied to the Demands of Scotland. The Advan- 
tages to Diſtillers of the firſt Deſcription are ſufficient to annihilate thoſe of the latter; 
they (the former) upon the Riſe of Grain, or Fall of Spirits, have it in their Power, 
in forme Meaſure, to ſuſpend their Operations a the high Price of Corn, #5 5 
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chuſes, under certain Reſtrictions, which I ſhall afterwards mention. 


therefore not worthy of Attention; on the other Hand, argue that a Still under the 


| ſmall Still, and then, by due Notice, to uſe a Still or Stills of 300 Gallons, the 
Produce of which to be ſent to England, paying the Engliſh Duty as working for that 


> ly 
n 


ba py 2 


any Diſtiller who has there Stills of 300 Gallons; at preſent a Diſtiller in Scot- 


_—_— , 
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&c. or an overſtocked Market of Spirits; the latter muſt go on, let Grain coſt 
what it will, or the Demand of the Produce be ever fo ſmall, 


To avoid for the future the Inconveniences, which, I am told, have ariſen from 
the. Liberties of the Engliſh Market to a few only, it ought to be enacted for the 
Security of the whole Trade, and the Benefit of Government, that every licenſed 
Diſtiller ſhould be allowed to ſend a Proportion of the Spirits to England, if he 


In Oppoſition to this, it may be advanced and argued, that Scotch Diſtillers may 
enter for both Markets at ſame Time, and work for either at Pleaſure, but he 
mult firſt-have about 300 Gallons of Stills entered (ſay Two Stills) for the Scotch 
Market, paying Two Months Advance Duty of the £.54 Licence, Working ac- 
cording to ſuch a Mode of Entry would require a Capital which very few can 
command; beſides, the Operations for the Engliſh Market may be tardy or hurried, 
as Diſtillers pleaſe, keeping Pace with the Engliſh Law; whereas a Scotch Diſtiller, 
working for the Scotch and Engliſh Markets alternately with theſe 300 Gallons of 
entered Stills, compels the Diſtiller to inceſſant Operation whilſt at Work for Scot- 
land, and would require the Premiſes and Utenſils of every Diſtiller to be as large 
as thoſe of Canon Mills. LS | | 


To authorize a Scotch Diſtiller to work for the Engliſh and Scotch Market al- 
ternately, he muſt have entered Stills to the Extent of about 300 Gallons, and One 
of theſe Stills muſt contain 200 Gallons in the Body, which cannot be wrought to 
Advantage for Scotland, even if the Owner had Sources equal to the vaſt Sum re- 
quired to carry on a Diſtillery for the Home Conſumpt, where 300 Gallons are 
entered; of this the Hondurable Board muſt be Gates where a Sum of Money 
is neceſſary which few can command ; hence the Trade is monopolized at the Ex- 
pence of Government and the Deſtruction of other Diſtillers. It may be argued 
by Government and the Engliſh Diſtillers, that ſmall Stills pay but trifling Duty, 


£+54 Licence alone pays 36 Times more Duty than when this Law was made, 
beſides the other Duties now impoſed; but ſuppoſe the Licence Part of the Duty, 
as before ſtated, to be Six Pence per Gallon, and the other Duties to be One Shilling 
and Three Pence, by this Statement the Duties by the preſent Act exceeds the Li- 
cence Duty as 15 to Six. A 50 Gallon Still, 2 the Head, in Scotland, 
taking all the Duties, ſhould amount to J. 182 per Week. A Waſh Still, in Eng- 
land, including the Head, to produce ſo much Money to Government Weekly, muſt 
be 1000 Gallons at leaſt, which (till going on by the Engliſh Regulations, work ing 
Five Times a Week for One Half of the Year, and Four Times the other. Add to 
this an Allowance of a Doubling Still of 500 Gallons. Taking a general View of 
the Suhject, it is clear, that a go Gallon Still in this Country, producing as much 
Revenue as Two Stills in England of 1 500 Gallons, including the Heads, has equally 
a right Claim to the Attention of Government. | = 


Allow then the Scotch Diſtillers to uſe Stills of 40 or 50 Gallons for the Home 
Market, and when he pleaſes to work for England, to give up working this 


Market; or in other Words, allowing them either Market, as they fhall find con- 
venient, with theſe Stills, for their reſpective Markets, laying them under proper 
Reſtrictions ſo as not to uſe both Stills at the ſame Time. ” | 

Liberty of Exportation ought to be allowed for Spirits made in Scotlang by 


land 


rr EN FE 3). MM 


Jand cannot work for Exportation unleſs he has Stills of 1200 Gallons Contents. 
This is next to an Impoſſibility from the limited Sources of Four Fifths of the Trade. 
If a Diſtillery in Scotland of 300 Gallons Entry is unattainable almoſt from the 
forementioned Reaſons, how is he to be enabled to erect a Work, fit for 1200 
OY which he muſt at times uſe for Scotland, and pay Two Months Advance 


Duty. 


There muſt be a conſiderable Deprivation of the Duty of the Iſland, by allowing 
Stocks of Spirits to be retailed on the Borders of England. The Quantity of Spirits 
from the Contiguity of England, acroſs this Line, is incalculable. No Method that 
J can think of would be ſo proper to prevent this illicit Practice, as to allow, if 

poſſible, a Diſtillery near the Borders to ſupply the remoter Parts of England with. 
Spirits made, as nearly as Circumſtances will allow, according to the Engliſh Law. 
Superior Spirits might be made, which would induce the People upon the Borders 
of England to purchaſe theſe, in preference to the common Whiſky imuggled 
acroſs the Line, SE %% „ 1 e 


(PUMFRIES.—ſn Colle gore, Letter of 28th January, 1799. 


8 Whithorn, 24th Jan. 1799. 
I was favoured with your's of the 19th Inſtant, wiſhing me to make what 
Remarks on the Diſtillery Laws that occurred to me. ee. . 
In the Courſe of our Buſineſs. we made our Spirits from Malt alone, and allowed 
dur Stills a reaſonable Time to run off, as without that it is impoſſible to have 
good wholeſome Spirits; and by theſe Means our Spirits were ſo much ſuperior, 
that we always fold from Nine Pence to One Shilling per Gallon above our 
Neighbours ; but ſince the rapid Method of Diſtillation is come to ſuch a Pitch, 
they can ſo far underſell us, that we cannot carry on. If the Duty were laid on 
the Gallon of made Spirits, it would be more equal, and would increaſe the Revenue, 
as it no Doubt will appear by the laſt additional Duty laid on by the Gallon, as 
it has been made appear before the Committee, that ſome Diſtillers under the 
Licence were not paying much above Six Pence per Gallon; and it is my Opinion 
that good Spirits might pay Two Shillings and Six Pence per Gallon; this would 
encourage the Diſtillers to make good Spirits; and let it be ſold at a fair Price, 
which would be a Benefit to the People both in their Health and Morals. If 
it is to be continued under the Licence, it is hard for the Diſtillers to be bound 
for a Year, as in the Courſe of the Year there may be a Want of Grain, or a Want 
of Conſumpt, or other Diſappointment may come, by which he may be ruined ; - 
but allow him to ſtop at certain Periods, which can be no Loſs to the Revenue, as 
he pays from the Time he works, and none will ſtop if he finds the Trade paying 
him; but I ſtill think by the Gallon is the beſt Way; but ſome will ſay it cannot 
be eaſily done; but in taking it in the different Stages of the Work there can be 
no Difficulty. It has often been a Loſs to us, lying in a remote Corner, that before 
any new Law was made known to us, the Time of Commencement was at Hand, 
and before we could get a new Still agreeable to the Law, we loſt conſiderably, . 
as we could not get one but at a Hundred Miles diſtant, which we experienced 
laſt October when we got a new Still; and before we got her the Time was ſo 
far run that we never got her ſet, and now lies in the Poſſeſſion of the Officer. 
have not in my Power to ſay much on the Buſineſs, only I hope that the Legiſ- 
lature will make an equitable Law, which is the Wiſh of, £ | 
. Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 
Jahn Mitchell, Eſq. : 1 e 
Collector C Anibom M. Guffop. 
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; Cin Commiſſioners Letter of 20th March, 1799) 1 50 
Honourable Gentlemen, 1 


I HAD gone out on the F ourth 1 Colletion Fay your General Letter of. 


1 Me Ult. reached Greenock. 

Hovſoever it overtook me. 1 furniſhed Mr. Aberdeen, Superviſor at Paiſley, with 
a Capy of it, and Inſtructions to Jay it . before the Diſtillers in his Diſtrict, and to 
obtain their Opinion with reſpect to the Particulars thereinmentioned. I did not 
expect much Information from thoſe Diſtillers, and they avoided giving, their, Opi- 


nion till after a Meeting of the Diſtillers at Falkirk, as mentioned in their Letter to 
Mr. Aberdeen on the 18th Ult. which Meeting was held there on the 26th January | 


laſt, Such Particulars as tranſpired at that Meeting, and which the Diſtillers is 


Paiſley thought proper to communicate, are contained in Mr. Aberdeen's Letter of 
the 31ſt Ult, together with his own Obſervations on the Subject, to which 4 humbly 


beg leave to refer. 
Having likewiſe, while on the Collection, furniſhed Mr. Anderſon, Superviſor at 


*-Greenock, with the General Letter, for his, and Blair and Martin's (Diſtillers) 


mature Conſideration againſt my Return, I now beg Leave to incloſe Mr. Ander- 
ſon's Sentiments on the Subject. 
Should his Plan be adopted in charging the Duties on Spirits diſtilled ; in Scotland 


by Survey of the Officers of Exciſe, and Raw Grain diſtilled with the Duties on 


Malt, aſcertaining the Quantity of Waſh brewed, and charging from every 109 


Gallons thereof 20 Gallons of Spirits, and all ſach Spirits'to be accompanied with 


Exciſe Permits when ſent out from the Diſtillers Stock; - and: ſhould: the locking 


don and opening of the Maſh Tun be admitted as conſiſtent! with the Liberty of the 
Subject, I humbly think that Mode of charging the Duties is very likely to put all 


the Diſtillers on an equal Footing as to Payment of the Dunes for the Quantities of 
Spirits which they may diſtil. 


I could only obtain Blair and Martin- * Opinion o on Rs Subject Yelldrdey, Not- 


withſtanding their illiberal Inſinuation againſt the Officers of Exciſe, they have no 
Right to uſe the Phraſe from their Knowledge of thoſe Officers now in charge of 
their Work, being perfectly ſatisfied, in my own Mind, that che Officers on that 


Service ſtrain every Nerve in order to ſecure the Revenue. 


Should the. Wiſdom of the Legiſlature prefer the Mode of charging the Rien on 
Spirits made in Scotland by Licence on the Capacity of Stills, inſtcad of aſcertain- 
ing them by Gauge on Survey of the Officers, I would humbly ſuggeſt, that at ſet- 


tling the Size of the Stills to be uſed, it ſhould be kept in view and enacted, that 


all Horns, Tubes, and Worms, to their full Extent, connected with the Stills in 
any Manner of Way, ſhould be liable to the ſame Duty (whatever it may be) with 
the Body of the Still, which would prevent the Chance of one Diſtiller taking the 


by Lav. of another, by appending to his Scills every ſuch as apes hg not allowed 
* aW. | 
With the n Ref] pect, 

J am, Honourable Gentlemen, 


h ; th» 
Greene, zn am. „„ Your molt obedient and moſt homble Servant, 
Honourable Comm mers of Exciſe, | 7 obn Vr bt. 
"£4 Wor gs 


(AIR—!o Colle cor Letter of 4th February, 1799. 


Derr Sir, Paiſley, 19th Jan. 1799. 


= Kaho: to your Deſire I called a Meeting of the Diſtillers here, and read 


the Board's Letter to them. They began to give their ſeparate Opinions, when Mrs. 
Harwie obſerved, that it would be imprudent in them to make any Obſervations 


till the Meeting at Falkirk was over, when they would give the Heads of the 
Reſulurions then, with their own Obſcrvations. - 


What 
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What paſſed before this Interruption was as follows: Mr. Brown, Mr. Daniel 
M Farlane and Mr. Menzies, were for a legal Entry of 40 Gallons in the Body 
of the Still, and the Head and Worm not to be leſs than 50 Gallons, making in 
all 90 Gallons, and the Licence per Gallon to be £.49 per Gallon, equal to . 1 11 
per Gallon in the Body of the Stills. Mrs. Harvie 4s for the legal Entry of the Stills 
tc be 20 Gallons including the Head, and / 120 per Gallon; this ſhe thinks would 
pre vent the whole Buſineſs from falling into a few Hands, and be of more Service 
in improving the Land, than if confined to a few, who would fall upon Methods to 
evade the Duty, lower the Price of Grain, and ruin the Price of Spirits, by which 
the Landholders will ſuffer ;= ſhe thinks no Stills ſhould be licenſed below 20 and 
above 50 Gallons, but as many of theſe in one Houſe as they pleaſe ; that the 
Horn of the Still ſhould deſcend at leaſt 10 Degrees betwixt the Neck and Worm, 
and to contain not above Two Thirds of the Body. The Reſt of the Diſtillers made 
no Obſervations f ns, 
1 ſhall not make any farther Obſervations at preſent, than that Mrs. Harvie 
is near the Truth of what ſhould be paid per Gallon for a Licence, but think the 
Content of 20 Gallons including the Head too ſmall ; but am of Opinion that 
30 Gallons, *excluſive of the Head, would be better, and none above or below 
for Waſh Stills, but as many of this as the Trader chuſes. As ſoon as the 
_ . Meeting at Falkirk is over, I will get Notice of what paſſed, and write you. The 
incloſed Letter from the Diſtillers I ſend you. „ „ 


% Pf!!! ( 
zun Wright, Er. Glue of Radi. ee e eee, 


Paiſſey, isth. 


\-  (AIR=-In Collector's Letter, of qth February, 1599 1 


W have peruſed Collector Wright's Letter, handed us by you, and are 
willing at all Times to give every Information in our Power, that may tend to the 
eſtabliſning ſuch Regulations as will moſt effectually ſecure the Revenue ariſing 
from the Diſtillery, and protect the fair Trader; but as a General Meeting is called 
of the whole licenſed Diſtillers in the Lowlands, to take theſe Matters fully under 
their Conſideration, we conceive it would be improper at preſent for us to make 
any Obſervations on this Subject, farther than to ſtate, that we diſapprove very much 
of the preſent Mode of collecting the Duty, and are of Opinion that the beſt 
Alteration which can be made in this Reſpect, is to collect it altogether by Licence as 
| j ieee Sereno 
OT do E: # +, rows; Gorey, wit © 

VV 6 e 

FOE £8 : | James M*Farlane. © 
EF 1 op En Daniel M*Farlane, © 
Mr. Aberdeen, Superviſor of Exciſe, e.. * Peter Wright. >. 


aiſley. 


e 2 9 „ ba Hp 8 i 
Dear Sir, Paiſley, 3ſt Jan. 1799. | 


I zecerved your Letter of Yeſterday's Date, and would have wrote you 
reſpecting the Meeting of the Diſtillers at Falkirk, had I learned any Thing 
material that had paſſed there, All that I can make out is, that the legal En- 
try of Stills ſhall not be below 40 Gallons including the Head, and the higheſt 
79 Gallons, including the Head, as many of either in a Company as they chuſe, 
not exceeding 200 Gallons,” the Duty on the Gallon to be leſt to Government 
to ſettle; and the Middle Divifion of the Highlands to pay the ſame as the 
Lowlands.—The Form of the Stills to be uſed, is to be ſertled by a Committee 
appointed for that Purpoſe, This is all I can learn. They mean not to give the Board 
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Spirits to be charged, the 
5 and Permits, &c. This will put the whole united Kingdom upon the fame 
Foo 


2 AND. 


any Account of what paſſed, but to lay it before the Treaſury, and to. refer the 
whole to Dr. Jeffray to make any Alterations, He faid little, but obſerved that 


the legal Entry of a Still might be 20 Gallons, and the Head, Horn, and Worm, - 


not leſs than a Third more, ſhould be charged, and no Perſon or Company ſhould 
have above 100. Gallons. The Steins oppoſed this, and it was dropt, but he 
obſerved that he was of Opinion that Government meant the Licence for a general 
Good as well as a Duty. It is the Opinion of ſome, that the Steins will offer L. 1 50 
per Gallop, in purpoſe to ſtop the Reſt of the Diſtiliers, till they get their Stock 
of Spirits ſold ; but there are ſeveral Diftiliers that would agree to pay C. 120 per 
Gallon on the Still and Head, even at the 40 Gallons, including the Head; and [ 
am of Opinion that it is as high as they can get, „„ Wn ns 


Ig (Inn Colle gon, Letter of Ich February 179% 
5 ir, ; | 


\. __AGREEABLY to the Honourable Board's Order of 1 th Inſtant, to: you addreſſed, 
would beg leave to offer my Sentiments upon the Diſtillery, Buſinels, as therein 


The preſent Method of charging the Duty, one Part hy Licence, and another 


by Survey, (by way of Experiment) does not anſwer the good Intentions of the 


Legiſlature, as not any Two of them in Scotland are paying the ſame, or an equal 


Duty, at this Moment; but. if, after 10th April, when this Law-expires, the Licence 


Syſtem ſhall. be thought beſt, as being leſs expenſive in collecting, then a Duty of 
£4216 per Gallon of the Stills Content, including the Head, will only be equal to 
the Rapidlity of cheir Manner of working with Blajt Furnaces, or £.162 per Gallon, 


ziacluding the Head, Tube, &c. and the Whole of the Worm, with the following 
Checks: All Stills, with the Whole of their Apparatus, to be of the ſame Form and 
Make over the Kingdom; no Spirits to be ſent out without an Exciſe Permit, nor 
of any lower Degree of Strength than One in Eight under Hydrometer Proof, _ 
However, I am inclined to think, that ſomething more permanent is abſolutely 
- neceſlary, in order effectually to ſecure the Duty upon this material Branch of Re- 
venue, as well as prevent the endleſs Trouble of the Legiſlature, as the Scotch 
: Diſtillery has created mgre ,Vexation and Trouble to all concerned than all the 


other Branches of Revenue together; would therefore ſuggeſt that the ſame Law 


preſently exiſting, in England be extended to Scotland, and the Whole laid under 


Survey with the. following Checks: No Raw Grain to be uſed, otherwiſe the Malt 
Duty to be charged,thereon ; the Maſh Tun to be locked and ſealed down, not to 


be gpened (under a high, Penalty) without previous Notice of Six Hours in Towns, 
and Twelve Hours in the Country; to open Locks and Covers for Maſbing ; the 


Worts and Waſh to be Bauged, and for every 100 Gallons of Waſh, 20 Gallons of 
the ſame as in England, with regular Stock to be kept upon 


ting. And to prevent Monopoly as much as poſſible, and that Diſtillery and 


Agriculture may operate for the general good, let it be enacted, that no Diſtiller 


ſhall have more than 100 Gailons Content of Stills in one Place, nor leſs than 30 


„Gallen. This will accommodate every Part of the Country, and Jeave no Cauſe 
for Complaint to gangs or Lowlands. | 


Aquavitz is now felling at from Three Shillings to Four Shillings and Six Pence 


per Gallon (it was higher when the Licence Duty was Thirty Shillings per Gallon. ) 
What is the direful Effects? Why, the great Hurt and Detriment of the Brewery, 
and a total Stagnation to the Sale of Rum. If ſome effectual Check be not brought 
forward in the new Diſtillery Law, ſo as. to raiſe the Price of Whiſkey very conſider- 
ably, it will ſoen- ruin the Weſt India Trade in this Corner of the Kingdom, as 


Rum is not only fallen in Price, but, in Fact, there is no Demand for it; add to 
this, the Ruin of the Health and Morals of the lower :Claſs, particularly in this 
Place, and along this Coaſt, where the ſeafaring People prefer Spirits to any other 


Drink, when: they. can reach the Price, which, upon Aquavitz, is by far too 22 
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but if the above Regulations are adapted, with others that will naturally occur, I am 
humbly cf opinion it will be for the good of the Revenue in general, Fe 


Grenade inn e Servant, -. I 
Jobn lu right, Eſq. Collefor of Exciſe, e ,, Pane) Fn 
„% i wi ee | 


| AR In Collector's Letter of 4ch February 1599.) 
 AGREEABLE to your Report we ſhall give you our Opinion of what is required 
by the Letter of the Honourable Board of Exciſe on the preſent Diſtillery Law, viz. 
iſt. The preſent Diſtillery Law for Scotland, though intended to ſecure the Re- 
venue, by collecting an equal Duty from every Diſtiller in proportion to the Quan- 
tiry of Spirits he diſtils, has by no Means that Effect, and was it to be carried 
much Jonger, would ruin the Trade, and be hurtful to the Revenue ons 
2. That the Syſtem of collecting the Dutics from Diſtillery, either wholly or in 
part by Survey, will be unfayourable to the Trade; for under Survey Temprations 
are held out ro ſmuggle, which very few will reſiſt ; that it would be alſo injurious 
to the Country, as well as the Trade, becauſe, by the hurried Manner in which the Pro- 
ceſs of the Maſhing and Fermentation would be carried on to evade the Duty, there 
muſt be a very great Waſte and Deficieney of Extract from the Quantity of Grain uſed; 
that it would be aiſo unfavourable to the Revenue, for from Experience it is known, 
thar the Duty never was nor never will be fairly paid under Survey, The Number 
of Exciſe Officers. may be increaſed, but till all Men become honeſt, Diſtillers will 
ſmuggle, and Exciſe Officers will be found not to be more than Men, conſe- 
quently the Revenue will be defrauded, and even what is collected will not be 4 
little diminiſhed in the Collection thereof. LES. i 


d. That the Licence Syſtem (free from Survey) is fair and equitable for the 
Trade; it removes all Lemptations to ſmuggle; it leaves him at Liberty to con- 
duct his Operations in the Manner beſt calculated for increaſing the Extract, and 
improving the Quality of his Spirits, and gives him Leave to go to Market openly 
with his whole Produce; that it muſt be beneficial to the Country, for under it 
the Diſſiller, being free from all Temptations with reſpect to the Time and Man- 
ner of conducting his Proceſſes of Maſhing and Fermentation, he is enabled to 
produce a greater Quantity of Spirits from leſs Grain than he could under Survey, 
which would be a conſiderable Saving to the Country, and, in our Opinion, will 
yield double the Revenue at leaſt, „ 1 
Ath. In order to put the Trade on an equal Footing, we are of Opinion, that 
there ſhould be a Model of a Still given them, but if not, that it would be proper 
to meaſure Still, Head, Tubes, and Worm, and to charge the Duty for the Whole; 
the Tubes and Worm not to be leſs than a certain Proportion as to the Size of 
the Still and Head; that no Waſh Still be allowed which will not hold, including 
the Head, Forty Gallons, nor none to be above Seventy Gallons, Head included; 
that it may be Jawful to have a Low Wine Still not under Ten Gallons, Head 
included, provided the Diſtiller chuſes to have it, The Clauſe in the preſent Diſ- 
tillery Act, forbidding working on Sundays, we highly reſpect, and we hope it 
lending . ET TEETER a 8 


We are reſpectively, Sir, 
11 humble Servant, 


Tour very 2 | 
To John Wright, Eg. Arle, ee ,, 
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0 | | „5 - Thurſo, 16th) Feb. 1799; 
Honourable 155 EL» 


On Receipt of your Honours General | + the «ih Ult. I loſt no Time 
in communicating the Contents thereof to ſuch licenſed Diſtillers preſently work- 
ing in this Collection, and to thoſe formerly in that Trade, that occurred to me 
moſt intelligent and diſintereſted on the Queſtion, and I now incloſe your Honours 

'the Obſervations received, which only reached Yeſterday, owing to the Severity 
of the Weather, and to which I refer, and at the fame Time ſtate my Opinion, 
viz, that the beſt Mode of ſecuring the Revenue on the Highland Diſtillery is by 
the Duty per Gallon on the Content of the Still, and Size of the Still not under 


40 Gallons. Content, confining the Diſtiller to a given Quantity of Spirits, as at 


preſent ; the Duties to be ſo as to encourage Perſons to take out Licences, at fame 
Time confining the Number at one to each Pariſh, or equal to that Number to 
the Pariſhes in each County, unleſs there be a ſufficient Reaſon for more in 


particular Pariſhes; by this the private Diftillation would be checked, and the fair 


Trader enabled to pay tlie Duties. In this Country the Officers and I have often 
experienced, that after going all Night to Places where we have had an Information 
againſt, and good Cauſe to ſuſpect that illicit Diſtillation was carried on, and after all 


our Searches found nothing, thoſe concerned being in the Practice of ſhifting the 


Still from one Place to another, that it is almoſt impoſſible to make a Detection ; 
and the Perſons that have been detected in this Collection are poor Creatures 
that have nothing to loſe, if the Juſtices were inclined to make Examples. It is 

my humble Opinion, that the Diſtillers ſhould have no Exemption of Malt Duty, 


il, L am humbly of Opinion they cannot afford more in this Bounds, from 


+ the TO” Manner 12 75 eh on 1 57 an have the Honour to be, 


©Honourable Sirs, _ 
„ 1 37 Tour moſt obedient M 
K // D Not tumble Servant, 


A 2201 
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Ir | 13 > —_— dans. Collector Late of rk 8 5 | 

1 . Greenland, gih Febru ary, 795. 

. "44 RECEIVED your s, covering, a Copy of the Board's circular Letter of Date 
15th January. 


From the ſhort Experience! I RE in the Diſtillery. Buſineſs, it cannot be expected 


that 'I ſhould be able ro furniſh much Information upan the Subje&; however, 
as it is a Queſtion of conſiderable Importance, not only to the Diſtillers themſelves, 


but alſo to the landed Proprietors and Farmers in the North of Scotland, and as 
it is alſo a neſtion 1 in which the Public Revenue of the . Country 1s materially 
concerned, I mall not withhold ſuch Information as is conſiſtent vith hg. own 
Obſervation and Experience. 


With regard to the Intereſt of the Diſtillers, Tank of Opinith ket it is $06 no 


Means EY POR tor Loder: the Preſent * of the Duties. Of 
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and _—_ for the Content of Still the preſent Duty per Gallon. If an Addition on 
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this I nerd offer no more ſatis factory Proof than by appealing to a Fact which is 
perfectly known to you, namely, that in conſequence of the late Increaſe of the 
Duties, the Number of licenſed Diſtilleries in this Country have been reduced frony © 
Twenty and upwards to. Three. This Circumſtance occurring, and that too at 4 
Time when Grain is ſo: much reduced. in its Price as to become a mere Drug, 
affords the moſt unqueſtionable Evidence that the exiſting Regulations are not 
ſuited to the Situation of this Country. It is known to you, Sir, that my ſole 
Object in undertaking the Buſineſs was to preſerve my Stock of Grain, for which 
J could find no other Vent, from periſhing'on my Hands, In this to be ſure I have 
in ſome Degree ſucceeded; but when I go to reckon the Profits, I do not find that 
after all my Labour and Expence I have been able to net above 105. per Boll for 
my Grain; and what is perhaps even more. diſtreſſing, there is no Market for my 
Stock on hand, no Place within, the Limits of the Diſtrict, where IT ſhall not be 
underſold by unlicenſed Diſtillers, who can afford to bring their Produce to Mar- 
ket at fo cheap a Rate as to exclude all Kind of Competition; and this leads me 
to obſerve,” Sir, how much the Revenue is injured by the preſent Syſtem of 
Regulation, a Regulation which has afforded ſuch Encouragement for ſmuggling, 
as to baffle every Effort of the Revenue Officers to diſcover or ſuppreſs it. In 
Fact it is not poſſible to ſuppreſs it in the Highlands of Scotland without ſuch a 
Modification of the Duties as may render it an Object for Perſons of ſome Reſpec- 
tability in every Part of the Country to take out Licences. Such Perſons would 
find it neceſſary for their own Intereſt to exert themſelves in the Suppreſſion of illicit 
Diſtillation, and their Exertions, aided by their local Knowledge, would be 
attended with an Effect, which no Degree of Zeal or Diligence in the Revenue 
Officers is capable of producing. „ Oo Be 
It does not become me, Sir, to ſay what Modification of the Duties would be 
ſufficient to produce this Effect. Your own Obfervation, and the Information you 
may derive from more experienced Diſtillers, will enable you to form a more 
correct Judgment on that Point. I think however the general Principle is clear, 
that the Intereſt of the Revenve and that of the Diſtillers are ſo interwoven that 
both muſt ſtand or fall together, and that by puſhing the Matter of Revenue too far, 
the Object may be totally loſt, Were I to venture any Suggeſtion on the Subject, 
I ſhould ſay that the old Duty of J. 6. 10s. per Gallon, or at the utmoſt that Duty 
with a very moderate Compoſition for Malt, ſay not more than 20s. per Gallon, is 
quite as much as the Highland Diſtilleries can admit of; and I cannot help being 
of Opinion, that whatever the Duties may be, it is by far the ſimpleſt, the faireſt, 
and the moſt effectual Way of collecting the Revenue, to lay the W hole upon the 
Content of the Still. „ . 
„ I have the Honour to be, 
5 5 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| Eq | . illiam Mur Tay. 
Gray Campbell, Ejq. Lobo ras. ted: 
Collector of Exciſe, &c. 


| (CAITHNESS—In Colleftor's Letter of 16th February, 1799.) ꝶ 
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I am favoured with your's of the 29th Ul. only this Day. My Obſervations 
on the Diſtillery, which I wrote you on your Deſire, Auguſt 1797, has fince actually 
come to paſs. I then obſerved that if the Dy was raiſed in this extended 1 * 
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APPENDIX G. 3. 


land County, Smnggling would ſucceed to the legal Diſtilling. At that Time the 
Duty was Fifty Shillings per Gallon on the Still, and there was then, I think, 'twixt 
Roſs, Sutherland, and Caithneſs Shires, about 100 legal Stills; they are now, I hear, 
reduced to Seven or Eight; and I am told that ſome of theſe in Roſs, the Exciſemen 
are obliged to take and ſell their Spirits to pay the Licence Duty, becauſe the licenſed 
Diſtiller cannot ſell on account of the innumerable Smugglers that ſupply that Ar- 
ticle much cheaper than the others can, . DIR 


The Law is ftrit enough againſt illegal diſtilhng, the Penalty of C. 500; but if 
L. zoo was ſtrictly exacted, and the detected Smuggler made to pay it, I think it 
would in time ſtop that Trade. It occurs to me, that if the Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed a young Man in each Pariſh, a Native of it, to inform the Exciſeman, and 
aſſiſt in catching the Smugglers, at £.10'or L.15 a Year, with . 3 or £.4 more or 
each Still they were the Means of detecting, thus with none to be paſſed under 
L. 20 or 4.30, I believe chere would ſoon be an End to Smuggling. I allo think 
that allowing Six or Eight People, or any except the Owner of the Still, to occupy 
that Still, which has often been the Cafe, is and will be a Species of Smuggling, 
if not put a Stop to that Mode. j tb fi Got ages Pak mob.» nts 
En Tv um, Sit, reſpearolly, on 2 
„„ U»“vili ²²ůà dom obodient emnm, 
Feray Campbell, Eig. | „ VVV 

Collector of Exciſe, Thurſo. EF OY PE Tr dE THI 


| (CAITHNESS.—In Collector Letter of 16th February, 2799.) - 


TI am favoured with your's, with the Honourable Board's General Letter an- 
nexed ; and though no Diſtiller at preſent, in obedience to your Requeſt have ſub- 
mitted the following Remarks for their Conſideration. „ 


That I may be able to ſtate what may bring Conviction along with it in a Sub - 
ject that appears ſo difficult to the Legiſlature, to frame a permanent Law for the 
different Diſtilleries in Scotland, notwithſtanding the numerous Informations already 
obtained, is what I cannot pretend to. Edd Mfiopig eas i 


The Lowland Diſtillers contend. that the Highland Diſtrict pay but a ſmall Duty 
on the Contents of the Still in reſpe& to what they pay, which to a ſuperficial Ob- 
ſerver may appear to be true; but it, has been found upon accurate Calculation, 
that while the Highland Diſtiller for each Gallon of Spirits pays above Two Shil- 
lings, the Lowland Diſtiller does not pay Eight Pence per Gallon, owing to 
their accelerated Mode of Diſtillation, and by that Means they derive an Advan- 
tage which the Legiſlature never meant they ſhould have when the Duty was put on 
the Contents of the Still. It will be-argued, why may not the Highland Diſtiller 
pot 5 the ſame Mode of Diſtillation. It is anſwered, that it is impoſſible, be- 

. cauſe every Circumſtance is againſt the Highland Diſtiller, from local Situation as 
well as confined in the Purchaſe of Grain, and Sale of Spirits, beſides the Want 
of Capital in general, being without Trade or Manufactures, or any ſaleable Com- 
modity, except the rude and inferior Produce of an Highland Country, to cauſe 
1 Circulation of Money among them, and therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to afford 
a high Price for Spirits in the Article of Conſumption, which only could enable 
the Diſtillers to carry on the Buſineſs ; whereas the Lowland Diſtiller in all theſe 
_ > Circumſtances is quite the reverſe, from the Command of Capital, the Quality 
of the Grain, the cheap Purchaſe of Coal, the eaſy Mode of Conveyance, an — 


PPP 
incredible Quantity of Spirits they can manufacture within the Year; beſides being 
fituated in the moſt populous and rich Diſtricts of the Country, which procures 


Conſumption and ſure Payment, if not ready Money. 


As to the preſent temporary Diſtillery Law, it is my humble Opinion it cannot 
be continued, far leſs extended, as I conſider it equal to a Prohibition, which the 
preſent State of the Highland Diſtillers ſeems to confirm. You may remember that 
in the Report of the Caithneſs Diſtillers in Avguſt, 1797, they gave it clearly as 
their Opinion that the Highland Diſtillers could not carry on the Buſineſs at the 
Rate of £.6. 10s. per Gallon on the Contents of the Still, though without the preſent 
Malt Duty; and all the Diſtillers in the Caithneſs Collection, except T'wo, having 
given up diſtilling 5th July laſt, proves that their Expence under that Act juſtifies 
the Opinion then given, and it muſt have been ſo. The Diſtiller was obliged to 
raiſe the Price of his Spirits in proportion to the high Duty laid on. This in a 
very great Degree ſtopped the Sales, and encourage d the Smuggler, by which 
Means the fair Trader was obliged either to ſell to his Diſadvantage, or keep up his 
Stock, and ſuffer conſiderably for Want of Money to clear his Credit; the Inleak © 
of his Spirits, and the Loſs of Intereſt on his Capital. In either Caſe the Buſineſs 
became a manifeſt Loſs, and conſequently muſt have been, given up. Thus every 
Object of the Act becomes defeated. by incapacitating the fair Trader, encouraging 
Smuggling, and diminiſhing the Revenue. How much more muſt the Evil be in- 
ereaſed by extending, or even continuing, the preſent temporary Act, which points 
out the only Means of preventing; for when the Diminution of Revenue ariſes 
from the Diminution of Conſumption, there can be but one Remedy, and that is 
the lowering of the Duty. But it may be ſaid, that to diminiſh the Conſumption 
of Spirits is a principal Object of the Legiſlature, on account of their Tendency to 
ruin the Health and corrupt the Morals of the People. But it is to be ohſerved, 
that it is not a Diminution in the Conſumption of Spirits that has taken place, but 
only in that of the Licenſed Spirits; for it is notorious, that Smuggling was at no 
Period carried on to a greater Degree than now; hence the Safety af the Health 
and Morals of the People is in Fact more endangered, whilſt the Revei.ue is greatly 
Injured; and it will very probably be found by Experience, that the one can only 

be preſerved, and the other rendered productive, by licenſing as many Diſtilleries as 
may be found adequate to ſupply the Conſumption of each County in the Highland 

_ Diſtri, ſince they are not allowed to find any other Market; and putting theſe on 
ſuch a Footing with reſpect to Duty as may enable the fair Trader to procure Con- 
ſumption for his Spirits, which is the moſt likely Means to defeat the Smuggler, 
as that is found impracticable by all the Vigilance and Exertions of the 'Exciſc, in 
ſuch a Country as the Highlands, where are ſo many hidden Receſſes, frequently 
ſhifted to avoid Detection, and where Smuggling is carried on by Combination, 
and one nowiſe capable of paying the Penalties choſen for the active and apparent 


As to the Number of Stills to be licenſed in general in the Highland Diſtrict, no 
one Opinion can aſcertain, as ſome Counties are more populous than others; but 
you may remember, that in the Report of the Caithneſs Diſtillers abovementioned, 

+ they were of Opinion that one Still in cach Pariſh would be ſufficient for the neceſ- 

ſary Conſumption of this County. The different Collectors of Exciſe may be 

thought, with fome Preciſion, to ſay how many Stills would be neceſſary "tor the 


Conſumption of the reſpective Counties. 


It is my humble Opinion that all the Information that poſſibly can be collected 
from the Reports of contending Intereſts will not enable the Legiſlature to form a 
permanent Act on Principles adapted to the Advantages and Diſadvantages peculiar 
to, cach Diſtrict, That this only can be obtained by recurring, in the Way of 
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land Diſtricts to commence Buſineſs again; which Duty might be gradually and 
. moderately advanced; ſuppoſe Five Shillings or Ten Shillings per Gallon, until the 


Manner the Legiſlature may come to know what Rate of Duty the Diſtiller can af 


adopted, in all Probability the Rate of Duty which the Buſineſs could afford might 
etre now been afcertained without having Recourſe to ſuppoſed Principles on which 


Gallon ; which Breach of Contract placed the Diſtiller in that diſagreeable Situation 


and the unexpected Impoſition of One Shilling per Gallon on all Stock on Hand at 
5th July laſt, added to the Diſtiller's Embarraſſment, as well as Loſs, by further 


I am, 
th, 12th February 1 17 - N Sir, 
. by 1 pH” ; Your moſt obedient Servant, ” 
To Gray Campbell, Eſq. A ve Ben, Hndrſn, 
Lulu. A ö 9 5 


Country, but hitherto none of them have given their Opinion on the Subject, 


do concur with him in moſt of his Obſervations. 


che moſt 89 55 Method of Ty private Diſtillation. 
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Experiment, to boch z moderate Duty as will encourage the Diſtillers in the High. 


Level of the Manufacture be found from the Diſtillers increaſing, continuing ſta- 
tionary, or decreaſing, the beſt Criterion to judge by, for every Manufacture will 
find its own Level till Duties are impoſed amounting to a Prohibition. In this 


bord, conſiſtent with all the Objects of the Act. | 
Had the Rate of Duty been A in this Proportion, 23 had at firſt been 


ro eſtabliſh a permanent Act; whereas adopting ſuch a high Advance of Four 
Pounds Sterling per Gallon, as took place on the 5th July, 1797, from its rapid Ef- 
ſects in producing the Cauſes abovementioned all at once, e the Diſtillet 55 and 
forced them in general to give up Buſineſs at laſt, 


| When this high Advance took alice, Seven Months 4 had elapſed of che Year 
iy which the Diftiller took out his Licence at the Rate of £.2. 10s. Sterling per 


that he could neither relinquiſh nor proceed in the Buſineſs without a manifeſt Loſs; 


preventing the Sale of his Spirits, out of which, fince that Period, he could not 
procure as much of 11 Proceeds as would pay the additional Duty on Sek. 


165 — 
(Ne- 8.—INVERNESS.) 


(In Coimrattioner Letter of 20th March, 1799. J 


4 Sirs, 1 
AGREEABLE to your Honours 1 of the 15th ae 1 communicated 
the Contents thereof to ſeveral of the moſt intelligent Diſtillers in this Part of the 


except Mr. Alexander F raſer, Diſtiller in Inverneſs, whoſe Letter thereon I incloſe 
your Honours, 


I confider Mr. Frafer as the Perſon of beſt A Information in. "this Country, and 1 


lam humbly of Opinion that Four Pounds per Gallon. on the Content of the 
Still, with the Malt Duty, would enable the fair Trader to come forward, and be 


"Inverneſs, 4th February, 1 ; 5 77 e moſt obedient 
. 1799. a | i humble Serv ant, 


cue n i A Tab 
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I nave ſeen the Letter ſent you by the Honourable the Commiſſjoners of 
Exciſe, wiſhing to know the Opinion of the Diſtillers in the Northern Diſtrict 
reſpecting the Plan of levying, to advantage to Government, the Duties to be 
charged. You know, ſince the firſt Commencement of the Compoſition Law, that 
I have ſtruggled with it, when many gave it vp, but never with ſuch Diſadvantage 
as at preſent, owing to the Increaſe of Smuggling, to which the preſent: Law 
xreſented the greateſt Temptation. When the Duties were moderate, there were 
Stills taken almoſt in every Pariſh, which was a great Check to Smuggling, and. 
Support to the Officers in the Execution of their Dury, but now the Number of 
legal Diſtillers are ſo few, and likely to be leſs, that in an extenſive Country, 
abounding with Hills, Dales, and Woods, Smuggling cannot be ſuppreſſed by all 
the Exertion of the Revenue Officers. The Cauſes are evident; the Temptation 
of a good Price for their Spirits, the good Wiſhes of the Conſumer, as well as of 
the Diſpoſer of the Grain; and I may venture to add, that the landed Intereſt are 
not their Enemies, as the preſent Law does not encourage a ſufficient Number of 
legal Diſtillers to conſume the Grain of the Country, which would be more agree- 
able than finding a Market Southward, where they muſt have a great Diſadvantage 
of Expence and Riſque. In my Opinion, no Exertion of the Exciſe Officers can 
remedy theſe Evils ſo effectually as giving the Northern Diſtrict a moderate 
Compoſition, ſuch as ſuits our local Situation. I have converſed with ſome of the 
Diſtillers on this Subject, but they have ſo little Hope of any Alteration to encourage 
their continuing the Trade, that it makes them back ward to take much Trouble; 
but as you wiſhed to have my Opinion, I candidly declare, that if the ſecret Com- 
mittee ſhall give Liberty to the Northern Diſtrict (as marked already in the Exciſe 
Line) to give Licences at Five Pounds Sterling per Gallon in lieu of every Claim 
or Duty for Stills, not exceeding 40 Gallons, you will get a much greater Revenue 
in this Collection, and Smuggling will be in a good Meaſure ſuppreſſed, the Grain 
of the Country will be uſed by legal Diſtillers, and the landed Intereſt, when they 
find a regular Market for their Grain, will ſupport the legal Diſtiller. Should ſuch 
an Alteration as I have ſuggeſted mert the Approbation of the Committee, as we 
ſell our Spirits after reducing them, we would require 4000 Gallons reduced Spirits 
for a 40 Gallon Still, and a ſmall Increaſe to the Malt; but the Want of the Malt 
is not ſuch a Grievance, when the Difference is allowed on paying the Duty, The 
few Obſervations I have made are ſuch as will be corroborated with by the moſt 
experienced Diſtillers in this Corner, and they are ſuch as you muſt be well acquainted 
with; and I may venture to ſay, from your long Experience of acting in this Country, 
you are a very good Judge of what Alterations would be moſt beneficial to Govern- 
ment and this poor Country, which, from the Coldneſs of the Climate, muſt afford 
a little: Whulkey toirevive our Spiritłtt ... 
SY, uk I am with great Eſteem, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Alexander Frair. 


„ 


x Alexander 7 ulloch, L. 
Collactor of Exciſe, Inverneſs.” 
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Information from others, and the moſt intelligent and intereſted on the Queſtion; 
and the Statements | have procured, I pray leave to tranſmit herewith for the Con- 


occurred to myſelt. 


the belt Way, and leſs ſubject to Expence and Fraud, than to be wholly under Survey, 


Still with, Low Wines he lodge a Notice with the Officer, at lcaſt 24 Hours; that 
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ln Commiſſioners Letter of 20th March, 1799.) 


©, FS. 


* 
I &,! 


Beins veceſſarily employed from Home all laſt Week, attending the Collection, 
I had it not in my Power to make an earlier Report on the Subject of the Diſtillery, 
as required by your Honours General Order of the 15th of January Current; and 
I was by that Circuniſtance in ſome Meature prevented from making ſuch Enquiries 
relative to the Operations of the preſent temporary Diſtillery Law as my own 
Inexperience rendered neceſſary, in order to enable me to ſtate, in a Manner 
becoming its Importance, the Effects of it in this Country. I however invited 


ſideration of the Honourable Board; in Addition to which I feel it my Duty to 
ſubmit to your Honours ſuch Communications and Propoſitions as were otherwiſe 
made.to..me, together with what has, in the Courſe of my ſhort Practice here, 


ir 


"It is generally allowed, the preſent Mode of collecting and charging the Duties is 


eſpecially. in the remote Highlands; and that the exiſting Duties, both in the Low- 
lands and Highlands, may be paid, with the Reſtrictions of confining the Lowland 
Diſtiller to Six Times the Qvpantity of Spirits allowed in the Intermediate Diſtrict, 
and ſo in proportion to the Highland Diſtiller; and that over their reſpective Quan- 
titics the Whole do pay a certain Duty for all Spirits diſtilled, equal to, at leaſt, the 
Licence and the One Shilling per Gallon ; and that all Raw Grain uſed be charged 
double the Malt Duty; that the Intermediate and Highland Diſtricts be allowed 
to, ſend their Spirits to Market in any Part of the Highland Counties; and it is 
alledged, and I believe with ſome Truth, that this would tend greatly to diſcourage 
private Diſtilling, becauſe the private Diſtillers Markets are the very Places in the 
Feen on the Coaſt, from which the fair Traders are excluded, which 
is a great Temptation to their illicit Practices, as well as to that Rage for ſmuggling 
Foreign Spitits ſo preyalent on this Coaſt, for Spirits they muſt have, and that 
made, in the, Lowlands they will not drink, being generally prejudiced againſt it. 


Ben 


off - m1 007 no eg BD Hor ole BD 49 e V ER 

It occurs to me, and to the Superviſors and Officers in this Collection, who have 
ſurveyed Diſtillers, that no Diſtiller in the Intermediate and Highland Diftrit 
ſhould, be allowed to have more than one Still; that previous to bis charging his 


this Notice ſhall mention the Quantity of Low Wines he intends to double off, and 
the Number of Times the Still is to be charged therewith ; and that two Hours 
after ſaid Doubling he declare in Writing the Quantity and Strength of the Spirits 
88 therefrom: This would prove a Check on the Diſtiller and Charging 
' . „„ ; | | 


Since the late Increaſe of Duty, the Number of licenſed Stills has diminiſhed 
From July laſt, there are only Four licenſed Stills in the Intermediate Diſtrict; and not 
One in the vaſt Tract of Highlands in this Collection; and as the entered Stills 
have decreaſed, the unentered ones have increaſed in a tenfold Proportion, which 
all the Vigilance of the Officers of the Revenue has not been able to ſuppreſs, and 
J fear will not, while the Juſtices ſo groſely abuſe their Powers in not awarding 
adequate Fines and Puniſhments againſt the diſtilling and retailing of Spirits 
without Licence. - 1 


* 


From 


# 
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. Ffbm there being no 9 Iicenſell Stills in the Highlands bf this Colection, it may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed they are not able to pay the preſent exiſting Duties, partly 
from their local Situation, and being excluded from the Villages near the Coaſt, 
as formerly noticed. and partly from their Want of Capital, and Knowledge of the 
Buſineſs, to catry it on to any Advantage. I am however aware there are Two 
Claſſes of Highland Diſtillers, thoſe who carry on their Works on the improved 
Plan, and thoſe who carry on in the old ſimple Way; the former ate generally ſet 
up in the Intermediate Diſtricts, and the latter in the real Highlands: This points 
out the Propriety of fixing an Intermediate Diſtrict, and even of making a greater 
Diſproportion of Duty in favour of the Highlands, or at leaſt betwixt the High- 
lands and that Part of the Intermediate Diſtrict bordering on the Lowlands, 
EAT Clas of Highland 27 Firs , IN. W e are e 
to be fou 


N 5 * 5 7 $2 
x 1 8 — i . 3 3 7 


The Propoſition made (in Statement Ne 1 ) of 1 ſmaller Stills, I have 
Reaſon-ro'think, if adopted, would be of much Utility in this Country; it might 
be the Means of conſuming the Grain in the reſpective Counties in a legal an 
proper Manner, and conſequently induce rhe Gentlemen of the Country to give 
the entered Diſtiller their Support againſt the private Diſtiller, who gathers Confi- 
dence, when the Farmer and others, from the Want of Market ior their Grain, | 
eels intereſted in the illicit Diſtillers Succels, - | | 


The emevet Diſtiner and che Propitetos, it 0 been A would be 
required to expoſe and detect the prĩvate Diſtiller, as well as to enforce the Law 
-againft him, which would not only help to take away the Odium that is ignorantly 
imputed. to Informers, but would operate moſt powerfully to check and prevent 


illegal Diſtillation, without the Suppreſſion of which the Revenue and fair Trader 
| will ſoon luffer alike 1 in this Country. . | 


6 he licenſed: Diſtillers here are of Opinion, 3550 ole ee the 
'Propriety of allowing a Premium, or other Encouragement, to active and faithful 
Officers, for Stills, &c. ſeized, where the Perſons offending are a*tually brought 
before a Court and convicted, in conſideration of the great Expence generally 
attending making ſuch Detections, which the Generality of Officers are not well 


able to pay; and the Diſtillers aye: no een to pay ſuch Premium, -under 
certain Regulations. 1 


H any more ens on this Subjed, come to my Hand, they wall be duly 
a en to the Honourable Board, by, 


. . 


Aberdeen, : | our moſt obedient, 
28th Jan, 1799. VVV Servant, 
Hullian Cock, 
Honourable Commiſſoners of Exej ſes 
| SO: 


(ABERDEEN---In Collector's Leiter of 38th January, ⁰ 


2 Sir . 
2 2 71 1236 emed with your's, inclofing the Board's General Letter rang 0 the 
which I ſent off to the n here to report bog 


From 
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have in a Fo 


From what I know of the Buſineſs, I have given as my Opinion as to the. ith. 


llery in the Lowlands, if it were to be under Survey, no Raw Grain ſhould be al. 
_ lowed in Diſtillation at leſs than double Duty of Malt, which would: prevent its 


being uſed in that Way. Alſo the ſaccharine Matter ſhould be aſcertained con. 
tained in the Worts to be uſed for making Spirits, as well as the Quantity of the 
Worts, the Strength of the Low Wines and Spirits, and Spirit Feints. Aſter all it 
will be difficult to prevent Frauds, As to the Highland Diſtillery, they ſhould be 
allowed to work upon a Licence, and the Shilling per Gallon aboliſhed, with Li. 
| berry to ſend their Spirits where they pleaſe with Permits. The Duty to be L.18 
per Gallon, and no Stills to be allowed of larger. Content than Twenty Gallons, 
nor leſs than Ten Gallons, Heads included, as none of theſe Highland Diſtillers have 
Works ſet to work a Still of more than Twenty Gallons Content to any Advan- 


tage, and to be alſo charged with the Malt Duty. This would operate as a Check 


upon private Diſtillers, | 
As to the beſt poſſible Check upon private Diſtillers would be a Fine awarded of 
not leſs than Five Pounds, without Mitigation, or being left in the Power of the 
Juſtices of the Peace to aſſoilzie them, always awarding a higher Fine when the 
Delinquents can bear it, Malt made privately ought not to be neglected, as a 


Number of private Diſtillers, I have Reaſon to believe, would pay the Malt Duty, 


were it not for diſcovering their diſtilling Operations. So I alſo would have Twa 
Shillings per Buſhel on all Malt privately made, without the Power of Mitigation, 


or being aſſoilzied. Officers who do their Duty would need to be a little better re- 


warded than at preſent; but as this has been made appear to the Honourable Board, 
that Abuſes were committed on the Premiums of Two Shillings and Six Pence, 


which they got to their Officers for the diſcovering of private Diſtillers on ſeizing 


Stills ; but on this 1 can form no Opinion. 


The preſent Method of puniſhing Delinquents is an Encouragement for them 
to commit Frauds; the Average Fines for diſtilling not exceeding One Pound, 


and that on Malt not more than Four Pence per Buſhel, and perhaps a Third 5 


Part of the Delinquents aſſoilzied, ſo without an Alteration Fraud never can be pre- 
| . I am, f | 
Your moſt obedient very humble Servant, 


James Whyte, 


Banff, 23d January, Ws 
Wm. Cock, Ey. Colletor of Exciſe. 


* 
4 


TABERDEEN—In Colleftor's Letter of 28th January, 1799) _ 
Sir 7 | ED ; bk 
I $HALL with the utmoſt Candour give you all the Information in my Power 


in regard to the General Letter of the Honourable Board of Exciſe to Collector 


Cock, and that Gentleman's Letter to you, 
My limited Knowledge of Diſtillery Matters ariſes only from the Intereſt 1 


Diſtrict. It will not have eſcaped the Notice of the Honourable Board, that the 
Diſtillery Laws, as they at preſent ſtand, have tended to an almoſt total — 


Op 


Gallon Still, conducted by John Watt, here, in the Intermediate 
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rrit, This I impute to. the following Cauſes: The very great Increaſe of Duties 
required a Capital, which the Parties could not command; the neceſſary Advance in 
the Price of their Manufacture produced a natural Decreaſe in the Conſumpt; 
but their Death Blow Was, that they could now no lon ger ſtand 15 | Competition ; 


with the unlicenſed Diſtiller, every Tax on them acting as a Bounty in his Favour. 


I know your unremitting Induſtry towards ſuppreſſing this Branch of Offenders, 
but without Doubt you are as well as myſelf ſatisfied this is impoſſible in the preſent 


» 


Staze of Things. 


As a Remedy for Deficiency of Capital, I would propoſe that Stills of a ſmaller 
Dimenſion, perhaps ſo low as Ten Gallons, be licenſed. - No Meaſure I know Will 
be adopted to gratify the  Diſtiller in the Conſumption of Whiſkey, the wiſe. . 
Object of Government heing to reſtrict this within due Bounds; to do which, and ſe- 
cure the Intereſt of the Revenue, together with thoſe of the fair Dealer, ſtrong Meaſutes 
' mult be reſorted to, to cruſh. illegal Diſtilling. So far as comes within my Know= 
ledge, Nine, Tenths of the Whiſkey uſed in this Country is now the Produce of 
ſmuggled Stills. The Article is in the ſame Abundance as ever, though we are almoſt 
. without licenſed Stills. You know how diſproportioned the Population of our Country 
4s to its Extent, and of courſe, the vaſt Tracts that muſt be allotted to Ach Ekel . 
9 Officer 8 Diviſion, almoſt pathleſs in many Situations, and abounding with other 
Obſtacles from Rivers, Moraſſes, &c. &c. &c. In his Surveys he may chance to 
ſtumble on an ill fated Pot in the Act of Diſtillation, but this ſeldom occurs, ſo 
ſharp is the Outlook, ſo good the Intelligence of his Motions. He daily falls in 
wich Waſh in great Quantities; this he gauges, and Whenever his Back is turned 
the Buſineſs, of turning it into Spirits goes on very deliberately. When a Pot is ſeized, 
10 Time is loſt in procuring another. Offenders, though detected, perſevere ſteadily, 
knowing as they are already frauded they can be no worſe, al ih the Day of 
| Reckoning comes but once in a Year. At laſt the Day of Reckoning comes. Hundreds 


of · Cauſes are tried in the Courſe of a few: Hours by a Juſtice of Peace Court. The 


Without a Remedy for this moſt ſerious Grievance to the Revenue and the fair 
Dealer, legal Diſtilling muſt be at an End in the Highland and Antermediace 
' Diſtrict. I propoſe a radical Remedy; that the Landlord or Proprietor be account- 
able for all Offences on his Premiſes, by unlicenſed Diſtillers ; that Courts for the - 
Trial of ſuch ſhould be held at leaſt Quarterly, till the Evil was removed; Waſh,. * 
and ſuch like ſure Tokens of Diſtilling being intended, or having been, ſhould be 

held the ſame as the Detection of actual Diſtilling; no Offence to paſs without a 
Penalty; repeated Offenders to be ſubject to more Rigour; no Penalty to be miti- 


gated below a certain Sum; a liberal Portion of the Penalties to gp to the Officers 
of Exciſe, as a neceſſary and juſt Stimulus to their Induſtry, I am ſorry to ſay 
the Law is very deficient in Encouragement of that Kind at preſent. What I have 
juſt mentioned would amply. make Amends ſor depriving them of a Premium for 


ſeizing Stills, without the Hazard gf Abuſe- complained of on that Head. If Pro- 
prietors in this | Diſtrict deliberate for a Moment, they will find they have not the 
ſmalleſt Cauſe to murmur at ſuch Regulations. Have not Government, in con- 
Ederation of peculiar Circumſtances of their Situation, granted them moſt marked 

is Tg e e HB 15%; = 15 42 ON 


- .# 3 P 


e Nen OT 
f Diftilling in many Parts of what was formerly conſidered the Highland Dit. 2 


Offenders are generally of the Deſcription Who have little to Joſe and much to 
gain; they contrive to appear in the moſt wretched Plight poſſible, and thereby 

not only influence the Feeling of their Judges, but even thoſe of the Gentlemen of the 
Exciſe preſent. , An Offender for a, firſt Appearance before a Court gets off for a 
Fine of a moſt trifling Nature. All are ſentenced, in Sums ſo moderate, that from 
_ Court they inſtantly return to their Offences with redoubled Ardour and Har- 
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Superviſer of Exciſe, Ban-. 


ought to be limited to a given Quantity of Spirits, according to the re ſpective Sue. 
* Dae er . e Dn | | ; 5 
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Indulgencies in Diſtillery Matter? Shall they then hefitare to ſubmit to Reſtrictions, 


which from the State of their Country are indiſpenſable to drawing an adequate 


Revenue by Diſtilling? The Operation of ſuch a Law may appear alarming in 


the extreme, but 1 am ſatisfied it would not prove ſo. For ſecuring the Landlord, 


Powers wight be veſted by the AR of breaking the Offender's Leaſe, and ejecting 
him wichout farther Form of Law than the Deciſion. of a 1 uſtice of the Peace. 


This would not prove an oppreſſive Meaſure. The Dread of its Effects, of being 


turned out of Houſe and Home, an Outcaſt from Society, would rapidly pur an 


End to the Practice; and to the great Benefit of Proprietor and Tenant, Tempe. 
mance and Taduſtry would ſoon take Place of Habits of Diſſipation and Idleneſs. 


I cannot.conceive Where the Grounds exiſt ſor a Diſtinction of Highland and 
Intermediate Diſtrict, as the Line is at preſent drawn. Are not Roſsſhire, Murray, 
&c. &c. on a Par as Corn Countries with the Spot where I reſide, or in ſhort 


with any Part of Aberdeenſhire? Very different are all, in every Reſpect, from 


the Lowlands, in the Quality of our Grain, our Capital, and our ſcientific Know- 


ledge of Diſtilling. In the laſt we are ſuch compleat Bunglers, that the Quantity 


manufactured per Boll and per Day by the great Still appears as a Miracle 


I have but one Opinion as to the Mode of levying the Tax on Diſtilling, it ſhould 
only be on the Contents of the Still, without Duty on Malt, Grain, or Spirits: this 
will Inſure its being productive, with ſmall Expence of collecting. In every other 
Way, the more various the Articles taxed, the greater Scope will there be for 


Evalion. The Average Market Price of Spirits may be a ſure Criterion to deter- 
mine whether a Riſe ſhould take place in the Duty: Whenever theſe fall below a 
.certain given Price, a new Act F 

Gallon on the Contents of the Stills. | ; 


Little in the Habit of ſtating my Ideas in Writing, 1 ſhould make an Apology 


for Want of Clearneſs in making them known, alſo for enlarging on ſuch a Variety 
of Matter, in which it is very probable my Tgnorance will appear; but I will 


aver 1 have exprefſed the pure Sentiments of my Heart with the ſame Sincerity 
as if I was upon Oath. I am zealous to fee a permanent Syſtem eſtabliſhed tar 
Diſtillation, as of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Farmer and Revenue. 


I am Sir, ; 40 
1 Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Mr. James Whyte, - 


N 


# 


| (ABERDEEN—In Cold, Lotter of 28 January, x9999. 
f oe ea ola Meldrom, 21ft Jan. 1799. 


. * 


ith your's of the 19th Current, and in Anſwer thereto, my 


e ee 


: Ventiments of the preſent temporary Diſtillery Law is, that 1 think a permanent 
Law 5 — enacted on the following Terms, to Lowland, Intermediate, and High- 


ung Diffilirs, eon equal Terms to them all. 


"I a Licence Duty on Contents of Stills is to be e ntinue the Lowland Diſtillers 


Parliament ſhould make an additional Duty per 


I 
$. 7 ee be 


=: 
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of their Stills, and whatever Quantity may be ſettled upon for them; the Diſtillers 
in the Intermediate and Highland Diſtricts to be ee to a proportional Quantity. 
according to what they pay per Gallon of the Content of their Stills, viz. if the 

preſent Duty of {.54 per Gallon in the Lowlands, and /. in the Intermediate 
Piftri&t, ſhould be continued, let the Quantity of Spirits to the Lowland Diſtiller 
be Six Times as much as to the Diſtiller in the Intermediate Diſtrict, and ſo in pro- 
portion to the 3 8 een to what he 8 OP Gallon of S Ih 


of Still. 


If the Duty on spirits is likewiſe to be Wen merz be Lowind tre de 
and Highland Diſtillers, pay all the fame Duty per Gallon of the Strength of One 
to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, which equalizes the whole Scots OTIS. in 
reſpect of Licence Duty on "Sel; and on Duty of Spirits. | 


But as it is very evident that the Highland and torevrnediace Diſtrid Diſtillers/a are 
under a great many local Diſadvantages, and mult buy the Bear and Bigg of their 
reſpective Diſtricts, while the Lowland Diſtiller may buy the beſt of Scots and 
Engliſh Barley wherever he may find it; for theſe and many other Diſadvantages 
the Intermediate and Highland Diſtrict Diſtillers are under, they ought to be allowed 
to have the Malt they uſe free of any Malt Duty, with Liberty to fend the Spirits 

they manufacture wherever the Lowland Diſtillers can ſend theirs; the preſent Lines 

of Demarcation, pointing out the Lowland, Intermediate, and Highland Diſtricts, to 

continue only for die PR Fa reſpective "POW 5 Diſtilleries may 
be carried On. 8 6 


The fs Size of Stills as are now Sd. viz. ak 4 30 to 40 Gallons wt 
only to be licenſed in the Intermediate and Highland Diſtricts, and not more than 
Two to a Pariſh ; thoſe who have Licences at preſent, to be preferred to others, 
as it may be ſuppoſed they” have Servants and Apparatus already for the Purpoſe. 


Something ſimilar to this n be enaQed for the Lowland Diſtridt, on purpoſe 
to counteract monopolizing the Buſineſs into few Hands, as that js ſaid to be the 
View of fume of the Lowland Diſtillers. Let them be reſtrited to Stills of 40. to 
100 Gallons, and to a Proportionate Number of thele for each Pariſh, 


I have els further to ſtate, that great Quantities of Spirits made by illegal 
Stills, and of foreign ſmuggled. Gin, is poured into this Part of the Country, to the 
great Prejudice-of the licenſed Diſtiller, and material Loſs to the Revenue of the 
Country, and ought to be remedied by ſome ftrong Regulations againſt both. Below | 
I have ſuggeſted a few Hints for ſuppreſſing ga CE yes of late has 
increaſed t to a moſt alarming. a and „ 

am, 


Sir 
Your moſt eben s Servant, 


'To endeanur 9 prevent ILLEGAL DISTILLATION. 5 


The Heritors of Lands mi be made liable for the full Penalties, 210 | 
an of their Tenants are convi ed of illegal Diſtillation, or private Stills. found in 
their Poſſeſſion, with Power to the Heritor to recourſe back upon the Tenant ſor 
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the rere they forfeit, as every Gentleman could warn his own Tenn againſt. 


it, I Tenants ſand more in awe of their own Landlords than of 407. others. 


Or dhe Officers of Exciſe might be allowed a Premium. of Two Shillings and 
Sir Pence per Gallon of the Contents of illegal Stills ſeized by them; but this Pre- 
mium not to be paid until the Perſons the Stills belonged to, or who were found 
working the Stills, are made to appeat at a Court, and convicted thereof, in pur- 
poſe to prevent fraudulent Pretenfions of * Stills il the Officers pretending 


that the Owners are dead or abſconded. 


That a Ties Premium of One Shilling 
to the Officers of Exciſe by licenſed Diſtillers for every illegal Still ſeized, hd. the 


Ou ners convicted thereof, as above; the licznſed Diſtillers: only to pay this Pre- 
mium for all illegal Stills ſeized within Six Miles of their licenſed 


the Sum to be thus paid by licenſed: Diſtillers ſhall not. anne Ten. Found Ster- 
ng nx Ro to Pee erer 4 40 Gallon An. 
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\*(ABERDBEN--The Collector La of th 14 5 1799. 5 


Hebie Sirs, 


＋. HZ incloſed Statement ſrom the late licenſed Diſtillers in Huntly Diſtrict, 
v 10 I received this Morning, I think it my Duty to tranſmit to your Honours. | 
It embraces a good many of the Ideas which are generally entertained here on the 


Soghject of-the Diſtillery, and which I took the Liberty. of. Og to the Ho- 
e Board in my Letter of the a8th Ult. 


ne en e eee 2 1 the higheſt Reſpect, 
5 Sir, e 
Tour moſt obedient 
IN moſt humble "aka 5 
. ne 3 


Aberdeen, 
uu ep fer 799. 


5 Com 72 honers of Exciſe, 
. 


(ABERDEEN Colter Letter of 5 F ae 1199) 


Dear Sir, 
Tu Reſolutions of a Mani of the late DiRtillers' i in this Diſttict are ſent to 


you by this Poſt, and ſigned by Meſſrs. Mr. William Malcolm and Mr. Thomas 


Rofs; and as for my own Part I can ſay little about it, farther than that when 1 


came to this Diſtrict, there were Fourteen licenſed Diſtillers in it, and I am afraid 
that none of them ever made a Shilling by the Trade, even when the Licence 


was at . 2. 105. per Gallon, owing to the frequent Changes of the Law; but. I 
am of Opinion that if the Law was made permanent, and the Line of the pre- 


ſent Law, . 8 it be. a ood. Number of. Diſtillers in this Diſtrict, 


Shy, A ommdn des wornbd Ge £0 Bled Diets +23 45 
24 . 1799. * our r moſt obedient and 


Not bande Servant, 
N Cock, 57 


per Gallon of. Contłnt⸗ of Stills be paid 


iſtillery, and 


Thomas "Stewart, . 
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 -{ABERDEEN.—In Collector's Letter of 5th February, 1599.) | 
ZN | | e Huntly, zd February, 1799. 
Havinc been called upon by you, in conſequence of a General Letter to 


Collectors from the Honourable the Board of Exciſe, reſpecting procuring Infor- 


mation for regulating and ſecuring the Duties on Diſtillers in Scotland, and to 
ive in Repreſentations anent the Diſtillery Laws; as to the Continuation or Ex- 
tenſion of them upon the preſent Principle into a permanent Law. We do hum- 
bly ſubmit the following Repreſentation and Obſervations, being what appears to us 
as legal Diſtillers in the Highland Diſtrict. 15 . 


At the Time of paſſing the Act for erecting Diſtilleries in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, denominated the Highland Diſtrict, the Knowledge of Diſtillers in the Art 
of extracting Spirits from Barley was very limited, even compared with their 
preſent Knowledge, which is till far behind what it is in other Parts of the 
Kingdom, and therefore barely enabled them to get Bread by the Buſineſs. ' An 


additional Duty was ſoon after impoſed, which by their acquired Knowledge and 
Experience they were able to ſupport. But the Act to which they are preſently 


called upon to give in Repreſentations, with reſpect to its being carried into a 
permanent Law, totally diſabled them from carrying on the Buſineſs ; and the 
former Acts, together with the Operation of this, obliged Diſtillers to raiſe their 
79 05 to ſuch a Price as to make the diſtilling of Spirits a Temptation to Smug- 
ers. 5 ” 


The Diviſion of the Diſtricts into upper and lower preventing Diſtillers from 
a legal Communication with the Coaſt Towns for the Sale of their Spirits, and 
from buying and ſelling Barley and Spirits, without Reſtriction, over all the High- 
land Diſtricts has been conſidered as a Shackle upon the Trade, and as deſtroying 
many of the Advantages which would otherwiſe ariſe from it. The Want of Stabi- 
lity in the Diſtillery Laws; their being liable to Suſpenſion from diſtilling without 
an Indemnification, and other unneceſſary Conſtraints, to which they are ſubjected, 
in the Sale and Tranſportation of their Spirits within che Diſtrict, are conſidered »o | 
a Hardſhip. . 7 


We are therefore of Opinion, that the Duty ought to. be lowered ; that the Dic. 


tillers ought to have ſome Security againſt Suſpenſion from Diſtilling, or Indemnifi- 


cation in caſe of Suſpenſion, ſuch as ſhall be pointed out, Unneceſſary Hardſhips 
and Reſtraints ſhould be removed. The Act ſhoutd contain ſome effcctual Clauſe 
for the Prevention of Smuggling ; and the whole Diſtrict ſhould be open to all for 


the Sale of Spirits, and the Purchaſe of Grain, 


Our Reaſon why the Duty ought to be lowered is, that it ſhould never be fo 
high as that its Operation ſhould prove a Temptation to Smugglers. Let us take a 
View of the Country both before and ſince the Act in Queſtion was palt, and com- 


pare the relative Situation of Diſtillers with both, 


| Before this Act was paſſed, the Country was free from Smuggling; Stills, and 
conſequently the Diſtillers, were leſt at Liberty to raiſe the Price of their Spirits, in 
lome Degree, in proportion to the Duty laid on their Stills, without creating a Temp- 
tation for Smuggling ; but the Caſe is now quite otherwiſe ; thoſe who have made 
Trial of the Act, were obliged to raiſe the Price of their Spirits ſo bigh, that toge- 
ther, with the general giving vp of their Stills, made it a Temptation to diſtil Spirits 
clandeſtinely ; and accordingly the whole Country is full of ſmuggling Stills, which 
make as good Spirits as any legal Still ever did, and ſuch Spirits are ſold at little 
more than One Half of the Price they can be afforded for by legal Diſtillers, 


30; | ; | In 
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In caſe of Suſpenſion from Diſtilling, ſome Indemnification ſhould be allowed to 
the Diſtiller, becauſe without ſuch he may be ruined by his Stock on Hand, ag 
was the Caſe with ſome before, when their Grain was purchaſed by Government, 


who never received it off their Hands, but after keeping it Twelve Months, 
they were obliged at laſt to ſell it at a very reduced Price. Some effectual Law 
ſhould be provided againſt Smuggling, becauſe, until it be ſuppreſſed, no legal Dir. 


tiller could pay the former Duty. The Benefits ariſing to the Trade from opening 
the Diſtrict to all, would be, that One Part of the Diſtrict would ſupply another with 


Grain if it ſhould be better provided wich it; and, in general, it would make an 


eaſter Delivery both of Grain and Spirits. At preſent the Coaſt Towns are loſt to 
the Trade, and by theſe Means the Diſtillers deprived of a molt valuable Part of the 
JJ I - 


Let therefore the Duty be reduced to what it was before the Act. Let the Dic. 


trict, a Country complaining for Want of Grain, be obliged to take off the Diſtil- 
lers Grain in caſe of Suſpenſion, at a fair Price. Let ſome Regulation be made ſor 
paying off his Servants in ſuch a Caſe. Let no Reſtraint be laid upon the Sale of 
his Spirits in ſmall Quantities, nor any Hardſhip put upon him in caſe of Suſpen- 
fion, in ſelling off his Spirits, and reaſonable Warning given him to work off his 
Stock of Malt. Let a Premium be held forth to Exciſemen for the Capture of Stills, ſuch 
as will call forth their Exertions, and the Buſineſs will then go on. The beſt local Situa- 


tions will be made Choice of for carrying on the Trade, from which they are excluded 


at preſent by the Line which prohibits them from ſetting up within Two Miles 


of it. The Trade will become uſeful to the Diſtiller, and at laſt may be brought to 


yield a conſiderable Revenue to Government, which is at preſent totally loſt. Nor 


will this Revenue force at once. The Situation of this Country is ſuch, that no Ef- 


fort of Government alone will prevent Smuggling; the civil Magiſtrate, the Ex- 
ciſeman, and the Diſtiller, are beſt adapted to that End. The Country will have 


Spirits of their own Diſtillation, or, which is the ſame, diſtilled in their own Diſtrict 


by the legal Diſtiller. Give them then reaſonable Terms, and they will then gra- 
dually be brought back to Order. We requeſt that you will lay this Letter betore 


We are, 
Sir, | . | 
Your moſt obedient and humble Servants, 
5 . William Malcolm, 
Mr. Stewart, | Thomas Roſs. 


Surperviſor of Exciſe, Huntly. 


_ (ABERDEEN---ColleRor's Letter of 11th February, 2799.) 
Honourable Gentlemen, e | 
Tur incloſed Paper on the Subject of the Diſtillery, from one of the Diſtil- 
ers in this Collection, I pray Leave to tranſmit to your Honours, though it may be 
too late and little to the Purpoſe ; yet 1 ſnould not think myſelf juſtifiable, were l 
to ſuppreſs any Communication made to me on this important Buſineſs, 


1 Honourable Gentlemen, 
Aberdeen, 8 Your very obedient, 


12th February, 1799. „ humble Servant, 4 
5 William Cock. 
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#7 _ (ABERDEEN—In Colleftor's Letter of 11th February, 1799. 


I, Jonn Lerrn, Diſtiller in Mickle Warth, do hereby repreſent to the Collector 
ol Exciſe of Aberdeen, in conſequence of the Collector's Defire: 
iſt. That internal Smuggling would need to be ſtopped before he or any Diſtiller 
can either ſell his Spirits, or be able to pay the high Duty, 1780 


2dly. That Diſtillers muſt be permitted to carry the Spirits over the preſent 
Line, or at leaſt to diſpoſe of them in any Town of the County of Aberdeen, 


zdly. That if Government would devife ſome effectual Plan for preventing 
Smuggling, and give a Premium to Officers of Exciſe upon Smugglers being con- 
victed, I would contribute along with others a reaſonable Sum, in order to encou- 


4 


rage Officers to be more active in the Seizure of Pots and Spirits. 


Athly, That as the Buſineſs is very precarious, and a great deal of Spirits is now 
leſt on Hand, which we cannot diſpoſe of, while Smugglers can underſell us, if we 

make a farther Trial we ovght to be permitted to give up, upon a ſhort Premonition, 

when we feel that the Buſineſs is going againſt us, upon our paying a proportional 


Duty. | 
s Fohn Leith. | 


** * * 3 n ** . - 
II 8 > 


* ; g * : wh. __—_— " * * 


(N* 10. ARCVTIE, NORTH.) 
(In Commiſſioners Letter of 20th March, 1799. 


Oban, 5th February, 1799. 
Honovrable Gentlemen, „ ! 

AGREEABLE to your Honour's General Letter of the 15th Ult. I waited on 
the licenſed Diſtillers within my Bounds, whom I thought moſt intelligent, to have 
their Sentiments on the Subject, and incloſed are the only Anſwers I have re- 
ceived, | es 


With reſpe& to Mr. M Dougall's Letter, I have to remark that what is men- 
tioned as to the Price, &c. of Grain and Coals is pretty juſt; and it conſiſts with _ 
my own Knowledge, that the Low Country Diſtillers underſell the Highland Diſtil- 

lers in the Highland Market from One Shilling to One Shilling and Six Pence per 


I am however of Opinion the Highland Diſtillers ſhould be well able to pay Z15, 
per Gallon and Malt Duty, if the Low Country Duty is increaſed to ſuch a De- 
gree as ſhall enable the Highland Diſtillers ro meet him in his own Market (the 
Highlands) upon equal Terms, and an open Market to the Low Country for Grain 


6 


allowed; indeed I have the Authority of one of themſclves for faying ſo. 


ls alfo think it is proper the Quantity of Malt to be manufactured ſhould be li- 
mited as well as the Content of the Stills; fay 1000 or 1500 Bolls to a 40 Gallon 
Still I am however clear they ſhould pay Malt Duty, as it will be the fame Trou- 
ble to the Officers to charge that Duty, as at any Rate they muſt take an Account 
of the Malt made to check them in the Quantity that might be allowed. 


I cannot 


APPENDIX (B. 3.) 


. 


cannot by any "©" IOM agree to Diſtillers granting their own Permits; TY | 


ence of this already 1 in the Low Country has fully proved that it was a great Channel 
to Fraud, and in that Calc a ene ite to FREE would be nary 
away. 


Nor can I fee the Propriety of indulging a Diſtiller with different Cellars in diffe- 
rent Places Duty free; indeed I ſhould think it would be no Object, as the Licence is 
only Three Pounds for each Cellar; beſides it certainly would be injuring a certain 
Claſs very uſeſul to the Diſtillers in vending his Spirits, viz. Spee Dealers. 


The Idea of a Boat or Cart being licenſed is certainly new ; but this would be 
encouraging what the Legiflature have conſtantly endeavoured to ſoppreſs, viz. 
kate and therefore I heartily diſapprove of it, 


As to the Mode of paying the Duties, I do think the pre eſent the beſt, viz. the 
Licence Duty Quarterly i in Advance, and the Malt at the End of the Quarter. Per- 
haps in fome Caſes it might not be improper to indulge the Diſtiller to depoſit 
Sie for the Duty, as ſometimes they may be at a Loſs for Sale; that is, when 
they had a conſiderable Quantity in Stock, ent as much as „ manufactured 
in a Quarter. 


I think it but right to allow the Diſtillers to give up at the End of every Quarter, 
but I am not'ſo clear to allow them to begin at any Quarter, as this would be a 


great Encouragement to People to begin the Buſineſs who really had not a Capital 


to carry it on, and of courſe injuring a Perſon who wiſhed to _ on the Buſineſs 
with Spirit and F airneſs. 


I cannot ſce that it would be equitable to allow the Highland Diſtiler to ſend 
their Spirits into the Intermediate Line, if there was ſuch a Difference of Duty as 
propoſed, for if they were, as much there woold be no Dillillers | in me In- 


termediate Diſtrict at all. 


Whether the Conſtruction of the Still, Head, and Worm, mentioned _ Mr. 
M*Dougall, is the beſt poſſible, I cannot pretend to judge; but he appears to have 
forgot his Mathematics in the Rule given by him | 

ſimilar Conſtruction, for Solids are not in proportion to one another as their Areas 
but as their Cubes; I think however it would be right to have all Stills on a ſimi- 


Jar Conſtruction, and perhaps it would not be improper to tax Worms as s well as the 


Body and Heads of Stills, 
© The Scheme alluded to for ſuppreſſing 3 if f recollect rigbt, was in all 


Caſes of Detection not to mitigate the Penalty under J. 50. and the Landlord to 


be liable in the Half of it, and if the Delinquent was not able to pay his Part of it, 
to ſend him to ſerve in the Navy; if unfit for that, or if a Female, to ſend them 
to the Houſe of Correction for a limited Time ; alſo to appoint Military to aſſiſt the 
Revenue, particularly in Kintyre, Argyle Proper, and the Iſland of Iſlay; and in 
every Caſe of Diſcovery both the Military and Revenue Officers to have a Premium: 
All which I think 1 is perfectly right and neceflary, 


With regard to Hugh Steyenſan and Co.'s Letter, I have only to remark; that 
they have offered a hut BY ago the former, viz. . per Gallon and Malt 
* | | 


* 


Their greateſt Complaint is againſt Smugglers, and in particular thoſe in the 


Iſlands of ys This 1 is a Matter I have fo frequently repreſented to your Ho- 


nours, 


or making a larger Still of a 
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APPENDIX. 0 6 5 


Nours, that I ſhall now only ſay, that in the Month of April laſt Three Officers, 
Two Conſtables, and I, were publicly maltreated, and deforced there in the Execu- 
tion of our Duty, and that no Notice whatever ſeems to be taken of it, a particular 
Account of which I gave your Honours ; ſince which Period the illegal Diſtillers 
have been going on without Interruption, as I have repeatedly repreſented the Of- 
| ficers and I can never attempt to ſuppreſs them without a military Force. What 
they ſuggeſt as to landed Proprietors being liable in a certain Penalty, has already 
been taken Notice of, and I think, if the Meaſure was adopted, it would be a moſt 
effectual Check to Smuggling ; "4 at preſent. there is a ng Intereſt ſubſiſts be- 
tween the Landlord, Farmer, and illegal Diſtiller ; or the Farmer is enabled 
to give a 8 n as the illegal Diſtiller can afford to give him a higher Price 
for his Barley, 4 li is onions as ineraſt of r W hate wh Faure None naw 
denne YT | 


I have only to to add, there ſhould be = new w Regulations with reſpect to. Mais 7 


ſters for Sale, for at preſent, where illegal Diſtillation is carried on, woven. make 
Entry, and take out Licences as Maleſters 10 e e e e ed. af 
make is given to ilegel Diſtillers. «ec fork teln 47; 


7 mould propoſe to check os Trade, 7 — all Malt mould — arc HAS 2 Per- 
mit, and that to a legal Diſtiller, common Brewer, or Victualler only, and they - 
ſpectively to account for all Malt received by them from other Mali wr: as, well as 

at made by themſelves, that is to ſay, to ſhew a RED; me 9 e gr > 
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A 1 SHOULD have ee hr ter ther Pleaſure 105 i your: Lever 
Yeſterday's Poſt, in which you deſire I ſhould: ſtare my Sentimemts upon the pr 
Diſtillery Law. — the Liberty of writing Dr. J fly of Glas 
— char ine. , und nodting material has 1558 occurred. 1 2 id 2 5 140 

e 00 Wa 


5 You know that for the Benefit .of the ning I encoura d i Diſtllery' to be 

eſtabliſhed upon my Eſtate, by taking a Share myſelf, which 1 found of Utility 
in keeping Grain and Whiſkey in this Part of the Country at adequate Prices. Since 
December 1796, the Diſtillery Law has occupied 05 Aae a A e e 
more from Motive * private than of Public Intereſt. 


i; / Diſtillers. 4 Highlands are ſubject to nee e to 0 ö 
"credible, of which the following are ſome: The Price of Grain or Bear is 30 per 
Cent. dearer than in the Lowlands, and produces from its inferior Quality no more 
than Two Thirds the Quantity of Spirits. Coals, from the heavy Freight and 
lawrave, colts. at landing more than double. The Expence of N Grain; in ſmall 
| 1 eln ld #9 j- N R EYE * Boats, 
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order to enable the Highland Diſtillers to pay the foreſaid Duty 


| therefore the Importation to and Exportation from the different 


ß 
Boats, and aſterwards Land Carriage, is conſiderable. Sending Whiſkey by Land and 


Sea to Market is enormous. Bad Payments, long Credit, and Ready Money advanced 
for every Article needed, are alſo Inconveniencies. Diſtillers in the Highlands 
are not provided with Houſes neceſſary : for their Buſineſs ; they have not Subject 
nor Capitals to carry on to extent, or making Expedition in the Proceſs, by which 

the Licence Duty might fall light upon the Boll manufactured into Spirits, but they 


have to combat with Diſadvantages ſtill greater; the Low Country Diſtillers under- 


ſell them, and the Smugglers, who in this Country manufacture Ten Times their 
Quantity, underſell, and ſometimes ſtop their Sales. The Lowland Diſtillers being rid 


of all theſe Difadvantages, they can afford (which upon ſufficient Grounds I could 


eſtabliſh)” ro pay £.100 per Gallon, when the Highland Diſtillers ſhould pay none 
at all. From Reaſons not neceſſary for me to mention, the Lowland Diftillers ſhould 
pay £.100 Sterling per Gallon of the Capacity of the Still, the Spirit Duty to be 


_ aboliſhed, and the Malt Duty permanent. Diſtillers in the Highlands can afford 


"x 2 


to pay C. 10 Sterling per Gallon (if their Grievances be once removed) and the 
Spirit and Malt Duty to be aboliſhed. The Diſtillers in the Highlands have moſtly 
diſcontinued by the Effects of the late Acts, and the Whole, I believe, will drop the 


| Buſineſs in April (unleſs the intended Act is then made more palatable) which will 


make the Highlands a Receptacle for Smuggling. That the Lowland Diſtillers might 
not ſell Spirits at ſo low a Price as to injure the Morals of the People, nor underſell 
the Highlands, the ſoreſaid Duty of £.100 Sterling ſhould be impoſed, and in 

L. 10 Sterling, 
"free of Malt and Spirit Duty, effectual Means muſt be uſed to ſtop Smuggling; 
to accompliſh which I refer you to the Scheme propoſed in my Letter to Dr. 
Jeffray“. As Officers may reſide at a Diſtance, Diſtillers ſhould be allowed to grant 


Permits dann pe rs and, to aſſiſt their Sales, allowed a Boat, a Cart and Horſe, and 


Two entered Cellars free of Duty, to vend their Whiſkey. The Licence Duty 
ſhould be paid Monthly, and that commencing the fiiſt Payment at the Expiration 
of the firſt Month, with Permiſſion to Diſtillers to depoſit Spirits for a Quarter's 
Doty at 5. per Gallon, and unleſs then redeemed, to be declared unfit to continue 
as Diſtillers, but always having .# Month's Credit, i. e. to make the firſt Month's 


Payment at the Expiration of ſaid Month, and ſo on during Continuance, and if 
then not able to pay, allowed to depoſit Spirits for the whole Quarter or Three 


# 


Months, redeemable: by paying at the End of the Quarter Three Months Duty, 


_ Licenſed Stills in- me Highlands ſhould not exceed in Capacity from 30 to 40 
Gallons, that they might be generally planted in a Country ſo extenſive and thinly 
inhabited. To prevent Monopoly, and ſpeculative Perſons from the Low Country, 
from ſetting up in the Highlands, a Reſtriction as to Quantity ſhould, in the Pro- 
portion of 1, 400 Bolls to a 40 Gallon Still, take Place, which when exceeded Malt 
Duty ſhould be paid, and One Shilling per Gallon of Spirit Duty. From the 
Advantages theſe reſiding in the Intermediate Diſtrict enjoy, the Diſtillers there 
ſhould be put upon a Footing with thoſe in the Low Country, otherwiſe pay J. 30 
per Gallon, and feſtricted to the foreſaid Quantity of Grain, or better pay . 50 
per Gallon, and allow double the Quantity, ſay 12, 800 Bolls. Whiſkey from the 
North to the Intermediate Diſtrict ſhould be allowed at all Events, and there is no Rea- 
ſon appears to me, why Grain from all Parts ſhould not be allowed to the Highlands, 
which would bring Highland Grain to its real Value. As Highland Whiſkey ſhouid 
be prohibited from being exported to the Lowlands, to prevent any Stagnation in 
the Sale of the Spirits of that Country, ſo ſhould Lowland Whiſkey be prevented 
from being ſent to the Highiands, to remove from them the ſame Cauſe of Grievance; 


be tolerated” as to Grain, and:prevented as to Whiſkey,  _ Eee 
I preſume you will give a $ketch of the Scheme. to the. Commiſſioners, x 
; 7 | . 5 - : | P | 1 5 , _ 0 
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To prevent Inſolvency, and the Evils proceeding from Bankruptcy, Diſtillers ſhould . 
be allowed to ſtop at the End of any Quarter, and allowed to commence working at the 


OS” TIRES 389 247? AE” - 


tents /hat gives, and not exceeding in length, including all che Turns, meaſured by 
a String drawn through the Worm, 60 Feet long, but giving an Allowance at the 
Mouth of the Worm to receive the Pipe of One Foot, at Nine and a Quarter Inches 
Diameter; then in caſe theſe: Appendages exceed the eubical Contents, or Number 
of Gallons, which the above Dimenſions give, the Surplus is to be cut off for 
optional in the Diſtiller to pay Duty for the ſame. To make a larger Still, for 
Inſtance 50 Gallons, firſt find out the Area or Number of ſquare Inches in the 
Bottom of a 30 Gallon Still of 28 Inches Diameter, then ſay, if the 30 gives the 
Area ſo found what will 50 give ; then finding the Area of a 50 Gallon Still the 
Diameter is thereby found; the cubical Contents of the Head is to the cubical 
Contents of 30 Gallons, as the cubical Contents of 50 Gallons is to the new Head, 
and in the ſame Way the Size of the Pipe and Worm may be regulated, and alſo 
fixed what Proportion of Duty ſhould be laid upon the Worm, Pipe, and Head, 
if they exceed the regulated Sizes. Stills, if poſſible, ſhould be upon the ſame Con- 
ſtruction, in order to put all Diſtillers upon an Equality reſpecting that Particular, 
and in Proceſs of Time I would not be ſurprized to ſee a Duty laid upon the Capa- 
city of the Pipe and Worm. Unleſs the Duty is increaſed in the Lowlands, 
Smuggling ſuppreſſed, and Grievances removed, to the Highlands making a new 
Law or continuing the preſent will be fruitleſs to the Revenue, whereas if made 
favourably, many who never thought of it will embark into the Buſineſs in Situations 
where Smuggling is moſt prevalent, and ſoon che, Highlands will pay a greater 
Duty in proportion to its Population than the Lowlands. In Jour Report to the 
Commiſſioners upon that Subject, I dare ſay you may ſuggeſt the molt effectual 
Steps of fuppreffing Smuggling, and I could wiſh, you would take the Trouble of 
obtaining a Copy of the Scheme. ſent to Dr. Jeffray. I have not Time to copy off 
this Letter nor to correct, therefore I requeſt you may not by ang Means ſend the 
* _Cammiſſioners, but take à fair Copy, digeſt, and correct it 
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APPENDIX (B. 30) 
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(mort, NORTH—IaConmitione's Letter of Fi February 1799. | 
Oban, Fe February 1799. 


Wir have conſidered of your Queries bn the” Diſtillery Buſineſs; » we 
think the moſt equitable Mode would be to have a certain Licence Duty on the Gal- 
lon of the Still, tay Ten Pounds, and no o Duty e on the Ts to 220 the Malt 


Dury. 


This. we chile is/ ll that the inferior Quality of Grain in this ue can afford, 
But unleſs ſome Method be adopted to ſuppreſs Smuggling, it is impoſſible to form 
any Opinion. For Inſtance, we are told Nord in the Iſland of Iſlay, and other Iſlands 

to the Weſtward, there are a Number of Smuggling Stills now at work; and 
though we cannot condeſcend on the Delinquent's Names, we find that great Quan- | 
titics of ſmuggled Spirits, find. their Way to this Quarter, e are 10's at a ne 
Price, very much to the Prejudice of che fair T rad pr, 


31 J £ * 2 * it . 


We beg to ſuggeſt that we think, if the 8 were wide: Kable 1 a cer- 

_ - tain Penalty, not to be modified under C. 20. for each illegal Still found on theit 
reſpective Properties, and a certain ſmall Premium allowed the Officer for detect- 
ing chem, it would tend more to ſuppreſi Smuggling than if Military were quar- 
tered in every Pariſh ; for while Smuggling goes on as it has done theſs Two laſt 
Seaſons, the Market is not only glutted _ Spirits at a reduced Price, but the 
Price of Grain is kept up at leaſt One Third higher _ oh . one Parts in 
e e AR 5-2 its ee, N n Þ | 
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or. 11. —ARGYLE, SOUTH) 
Wer Commiſſioners 7 of 20th March 1799 "= 


| Se Sirs, | : $I 1 |; mY $43 013 Wt a4 


Au obedience to your Honours Order 1 45 110 a} mr fo ſomt ih this Place, 
whom 1 thought the moſt intelligent Perſons in this Part of Kintyre, for, giving me 
the neceſſary Information reſpeCting the Diſtillery Buſineſs now in Agitation. 1 

have applied without Succeſs. I failed for Bute upon the 25th Inſtant! upon the 
ſame Buſineſs, where are the only Diſtillers in my Collection, but owing ta contrary 


Winds, and a Storm of Snow, I was PX back to a py the 27th. BE av 
corm 
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| Storm has not yet abated, when it does I will again ſer out, and oth = 
will return every Information in my Power. ad | 815 Com Re 3 1 9 
Honoured Sirs, 


5 7 . e | | — ; . 
: | Tour moft abedient humble Servant, 
t Campbeltoun, | Lau Me Kenzie 
29th January 1799. AA. L 
Hanourable Commiſſioners. of Exciſe, = 
HFonoured Sirs, : 


I wroTE your Honours upon the 29th January, ſtating how unſucceſsful I ha& . 
been in this Part of the Collection in endeavouring to anſwer the Honourable Board's „ 
Orders of 15th January. The Orders I communicated to the licenſed Diſtillers: in 
Rotheſay, and excepting One, from none elſe could I procure their Opinion, His O 3i- 
nion was, whatever the Duty might be, it ſhould be laid on the Content of the Still 
alone, beſides the Malt Duty. From his ſuperior Knowledge in the Buſineſs he has, 

and is diſtilling double the Quantity of any other in the Collection can do, upon the 


-lame Terms. 


Since my Return, which is only a few Days paſt, I made it my Buſineſs to have 
an Interview with ſome of the moſt diſintereſted Perſons in this Place. They are 
of Opinion, and I am of the ſame, that in the Highlands, particularly my Part of 
it, it would be to lay a Duty on the Spirits from the Still, beſides the Malt Duty, 
This no Doubt would infer an additional Number of Officers; yet I am humbly of 
Opinion that the additional Expence would be fully compenſated by the additional 
Revenue and Prevention of Frauds, Me Eo 


— 


In the N State of this Collection, private Diſtillation is moſt prevalent. 
The Landholder and the Tenant (though not openly) give every Encouragement 
to the Buſineſs, as without it they openly ſay the Rents cannot be paid; and Pe- 
nalties- are ſo eaſily laid on, as rather to encourage than ſuppreſs the Buſineſs. A 
heavy Duty, I am humbly of Opinion, would be more the Means of encouraging 
than ſuppreſſing private - Diſtillation. Yet I have Reaſon to believe, that many 
would take out Licences by paying Three Shillings per Gallon on the Spirits from 
the Still, together with the Malt Duty. This, I humbly preſume to ſuggeſt, would 
bring in an ample Revenue, and be the Means of ſuppreſſing that 4 Prac- 

ch. 


tice of private Diſtillation, which, in the preſent State, it is out of the Power of the 
Revenue Officers to prevent. Fo TOR: 
| | | 8 am, | 
VV . .  _- 
3 TDTDoour waſt obedient humble Servant, 
Campbeltoon, | 3 Luaur. M. Renxis. 
23d February 1799. 5 | e Tn 
Honourable Commiſſioners of Exciſe, . 
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ther with One from a South Line Diſtiller, the Reſt having declined to fay any Thing 
on the Subject till after a Meeting they have this Day at Falkirk ; and when they 
come to Hand, they will immediately be forwarded to your Honours. 


in Dunkeld Diſtrict, in the Cloſs Neighbourhood of Crieff Diſtrict ; but, from what 
I can learn, there are very few of them in this Collection. How long that may be 
the Caſe I will not ſay, as they are becoming ſo daring as to bid Defiance to all Law; 
and ſome of them, I am well informed, have very extenſive Works, and the Officers 
dare not look near the. e ee JAE e 


dc theſe illegal Tranſgreſſions, unleſs the Proprietors of Land be obliged to turn thoſe, 
who either will be concerned themſelves, or give Shelter to any of theſe flying Parties, 
out of their Poſſeſſions the Moment they are diſcovered; and as, in all Probability, 


Collection, at leaſt I have no Knowledge of ſuch. If any Thing elſe occur on the 
Subject, it ſhall immediately be communicated to your Honours by, NGA 


[A Letter from Mr. Fotheringham, Superviſor of Linlithgow, is likewiſe incloſed.] 
| Honourable | Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 


upon that Subject, I would humbly beg Leave to ſuggeſt, that the Still, Worm, and 
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la Commiſſioners Letter of 2oth March 1799.) 
HFHonourable Sirs, 
IncLosed are Statements from ſome Diſtillers in the Intermediate Space, toge. 


I humbly beg Leave to obſerve, that the Smuggling Stills complained of in the 
oint Letter of Henry and William Bannerman, &c. and that of John M*Innes, are 


. 


I am therefore humbly of Opinion, that it will be utterly impoſſible to put a Stop 


the Duty will be higher, of courſe the Temptation to ſmuggle greater, point out the L 
Neceſſity of adopting ſome effectual Meaſure of putting a Stop to it, otherwiſe it will 
hurt the Revenue and fair Trader, I never underſtood that ſuch Tubes or Pipes as 
mentioned in the Letter of John M*Innes were uſed at preſent in any Part of this 
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Your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 
Zh Alexander Robertſon. 
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Stirliog. 
26th January 1799. 
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Edinburgh. © 


Honourable Sirs, 


Ir would appear, the Diſtillers are not fond to give any Information to us upon 
the Subject of that Buſineſs, although 1 have applied to ſeveral, The incloſed from 
Mr. Millar, Craigend, is all I have as yet got. He is one of the moſt intelligible 
Diſtillers in this Quarter, and I am certain would ſay a great deal more, if he inclined 


* 


to do it. 5 g 


The Licence Duty appears to be generally recommended by every Perſon whom 
J have heard converſe upon the Subject; and I am humbly of Opinion it will be the 
moſt productive Revenue. At ſame Time, in Addition to what I have formerly faid 
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Pipe ſhould be all meaſured to where the Liquor from the Still enters the Caſk, yp 
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will put large and ſmall Worms upon a more equal Footing. If any other Informa- 

ion can be procured, ſhall forward it to your Honours, when it comes to the Hand 
WAS Lig | | Honourable Sirs, AE 

2 © Your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 


Sth February L799. * Alexander Roberifon. 3 


Honour able Commiſſoners of Exc, 
.- Edmburgh. e 


+ (LINLITHGOW=tn Colleftor's Letter of 6th February, 1799.) 


Your Letter of the 23d Inſtant I have received, accompanied with the Honour- . 
able Board's General Order of 15th Current, reſpecting the Diſtillery in this Country. _ 
I beg Leave to ſuggeſt my Opinion, that the moſt equitable Mode of levying the 
Duties on this Branch of the Revenue ovght to be by Licence, at L. per Gallon, 

and a Model of a Still to be provided, to which one and all of the Diſtilleries ſhould 
be obliged to conform, under Penalties that may be moſt expedient for their Com- 
pliance, and the Content of both Still and Worm to be exactly aſcertained to the End 
of the Worm; and then thoſe that uſe large Worms, as well as thoſe that uſe ſmall 
ones, will be on an equal Footing, making them pay for the Content of the Worm 
the ſame Duty as for the Still, which would have the Effect to prevent the Mode of 
changing Still and Heads, and increaſing them at Pleaſure, under the Pretence of their 
being rendered unfit for Uſe. COT EE nn On” 


From the preſent Mode of levying the Duties on Diſtillery, being in part Licence 
and in part under Survey, renders it difficult to aſcertain with Accuracy the Advan- 
tage and Diſadvantages that One Diſtiller may have over another, owing to the Situ- 
ation of their Works. It is conſiſtent with my Knowledge in aſcertaining the Quan- 
tity of Spirits made by different Diſtillers, that ſome of them do not render a true 
Account, Some of which with a Still of Sixty Gallons will produce more Spirits 
es others with a Still of Ninety Gallons. This is what occurs to me on this 
ubject, e „„ ie; of 


I herewith incloſe you a Letter from Mr. Dawſon, Diſtiller, Bonnington, on the 
fame Subject. Mr. Glen, Diſtiller, Mains, dechnes writing on this Subject, as there 
are to be a Meeting of the Diſtillers To-morrow at Falkirk, at the Requeſt of a Mr. 
Jeffray, from Glaſgow, when he promiſes to furniſh you an Account of their Re- 
I am, Sir, 
Jour moſt obedient Servant, | 
—T. Jabn Fotheringham, 
2 zh January 1799. 270 ** „„ 


Anand Robertſon, Eſquire, Cullihr. 
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thods of work ing, it will not be diſputed immenſe Fortunes have been made. 


y the late Alterations made ; viz of impoſing 1.5. per Gallon of Exciſe Duty over 
the whole Diſtillery, and obliging the North Line to pay the Malt Duty, the Ad. 


in favour of the South Line, owing to the legal Reſtrictions under which they 
work. „„ e e eee iS 


tisfaQion of every diſintereſted and impartial Man.—Obſerve firſt, the Malt Duty is 
now paid by the-Diſtillers in both Lines equally. The Licence is J. 54 per Gallon in 
the South, and (. ꝗ per Gallon in the Intermediate, and J. 6. 10.5. in the North Line; 


Towing: 


_ Exciſe Duty of 93,600 Gallong, at 15. per Gallon + 4,680 — — 


, 


-  (LINL1TH@OW—-lp ColleQor's Letters of ab th January and 6th February, £799, h 


Revenue Laws ought to be equal and impartial. | 

Ir has been formerly obſerved, and is upon Record in the Evidence beſore the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons in laſt Seſſion, © That notwithſtanding the nu. 
« merous vague and unfounded Complaints of the South Line Diftillers againſt the 
« Inequality and Diſproportion of Licence impoſed on Stills in the Northern Diſ- 
ce tricts, that the Traders in the Lowlands, from their Vicinity to fine Grain, Fuel, 
et and Markets, had greatly the Advantage over their Brethren in the North, confined 
& in their local Situation to barren Deſerts, at immenſe Diſtance from proper Fuel, 
cc reſtrifted to uſe the poor and unproduttive Grain theſe Diſtricts afford, and limited 
« to Quantitics Annvally,” which though given in a Preſent, free of Duty, would little 
more than pay a principal Clerk in the South Line for managing a-Diſtillery there, 
and conſequently can never be an Object of Gain or Advantage worthy the proſe. 
cuting; whereas in:the South, from their advantageous Situation and improved Me- 


— 
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vantages to the South Line are reatly enhanced, and the Diſadvantages to the North 
Line very ene inſomuch that it will appear the South Line do 
not pay above One Half of the Duties paid on ſame Quantity in the North Line, and 
that ſince the Licence was impoſed they never did pay ſo much Duties as the North 


AD. 


Line; and chat although the Deſign of the Legiſlature was to favour theſe remote b 


Places, on account of their unequal Soil and Situations, the Exemption has turned out 


1 


A ſhort Statement of the different Operations will demonſtrate this Fact to the Sa- 


the Exciſe Duty of 1 s. per Gallon is paid equally in all Lines.—Take the State fol- 
A 40 Gallon Still in the Intermediate Space is allowed to uſe 500 Bolls Malt, and 
to produce 3,320 Gallons Spirits therefrom. Licence, at C. 9 FL. 5. 4. 
per Gallon, is e d Cie $9 360 — — 
500 Bolls Malt, from their inferior Grain, generally produces about 
Scven Gallons per Boll, is 3,500 Gallons, at 15. Exciſe Duty - 175 — -- 
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e nenn, Produce, at 31 4. per Gallon, iss ; 535 18 9 


| 
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Again, the South Line, by means of their Improvements—A 50 Gallon Still will run 
150 Bolls Malt per Week, is 7,800 Bolls per Annum, which from their ſtrong 
Grain will produce 12 Gallons per Boll, is 93,600 Gallons, /. s. d. 

Which at 15. 74 .per Gallon, all Duties, is - - - 7,409 11 2 

The Annual Licence of a 50 Gallon Still, at C. 54 . 4. 4 1 

r Gallon _ . — 2,700 — — 


e, e Boon 
Leſs than 15. 7 d. per Gallon Annually — 6 
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go that the whole Duties on Spirits in the South Line does not amount to 1 5. 7 d. 
r Gallon, whereas in the Intermediate and North Lines the Duties exceed 35. 
per Gallon. Take it in another View. The Malt Duty, the Exciſe Duty, is the ſame in 
all Lines. Let us ſee how much the reſpective Licences will add to the Gallon of 
Spirits Annually made: 2 PEEL 
10 3 


In the South a 50 Gallon Still pays Licence J. 54 per Gallon 2,700 — — 
Runs off /. 93,600 Gallons Aquavitæ, which at 7 d. is 2,29 11 2 


£ i 


Of the Licence leſs than 7 4. C #0 ts on. 29 11 2 
In the Intermediate Space a 40 Gallon Still Pays, 4 5 . 7 3 
Ol Licence, at C, 9 per Gallo d 
| Runs off 3,500 Gallons Aquavitæ, which, at 26. per Gallon, is 350 . — 


Their Spirits therefore pay more than 2 5. per Gallon; whereas in the South 
Line they pay leſs than 7 d. per Gallon by J. 29. 115. 24. per Annum. This 
Statement, though glaringly partial in the extreme, cannot and will not be denied by 
any of the Parties: {5% BFC 

It is neceſſary to be obſerved further, that there is no Occaſion for improving the 
Method of Working in the Northern Diſtricts, in reſpe& the Law charges all Sur- 
plus Spirits with 35. per Gallon, which when added to the Proportion of the Li- 
cence Duty makes 5 5. per Gallon, which is an abſolute Prohibition. It is humbly 
preſumed the Committee of the Houſe of Commons have not adverted to theſe Par- 
ticulars at framing the preſent Law ; and therefore if the Principles of the preſent 
temporary Law are to be continued, it will at leaſt be neceſſary that the Limitations 
and Reſtrictions in point of Quantities of Grain and Spirits in the, Northern Diſtricts 
ſhould be diſpenſed with, otherwiſe lay them wholly under Exciſe Survey; although 
it is preſumed an additional Licence without Survey would produce a more ample 
Revenue to Government, without Prejudice to the Intereſt of any Party, ſay L. 25 per 
Gallon in theſe Diſtricts, with Liberty of buying and ſelling where and at what 


Market they pleaſe, by which a Revenue of . 1,000 could be obtained by a 40 


Gallon Still, whereas the higheſt that can be obtained at preſent will not much exceed 
the One Half of that Sum. 1 | 1 


From William Paterſon, Diſtiller, at Callander, 


(LINLITH GOW—In Collector's Letters of 26th January and 6th February 1799) * 8 
Sir, : Wo | | | | Mill of Drummond, 23d January 1799. f 
Wux I had the Honour to ſee you at Crieff on Friday laſt, you expreſſed a 


Wiſh that I, along with the other Diſtillers in this Quarter of the Country, ſhould 


write you my Opinion of the Duty which I can afford to pay Government on each 
Gallon of the Still. — I have now conſidered that Matter with all the Attention that I 
am Maſter of, and for my own Part I do not fee that it is poſſible for me to pay a 
higher Duty than I do at the preſent Time, 2nd do Juſtice to the Revenue; and I 
think it will be difficult to pay even that Duty, unleſs ſome Steps are immediately taken 
to ſuppreſs the illegal Diſtilling of Spirits in the Highlands and other Parts of the 
Country, which is juſt now carried on to a very great Extent, much to the Hurt of the 
licenſed Diſtillers. — Notwithſtanding theſe Diſadvantages, 1 am confident there are 
Diltillers in the Intermediate Line who will offer a much higher Duty than that ol 
-” | 3 T | . 5 t ey 
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they preſently pay. I ſuppoſe it conſiſls with your own Knowledge, that of late, when 
an additional Duty was laid upon the Contents of the Still, that thoſe Diſtillers who 
poſſefie Capitals, and all neceſſary Conveniencies for carrying on the Trade, 
had immediately the Tube and Worm of their Still enlarged to a Size equal to con- 
tain as much as the Still itſelf, by which Means they are enabled to diſtil double the 
Quantity of Spirits as formerly, which not only gives them a very great Advantage 
over thoſe that work in the common Way, but at the ſame Time deprives Government 
of a conliderable . Revenue, If it is the Wiſh of Government that all the licenſed 
Diſtillers in the Intermediate Line ſhould pay an equal Duty, it will be neceſſary that 
they not only pay a Duty for the Contents of their Still, but alſo for the Contents of 
their Tube and Worm. - At ſame Time, in my humble Opinion, the moſt effectual 
Plan for regulating the Buſineſs, and putting the whole Diſtillers upon an equal Foot- 
ing, will be, to cauſe a Model of a Still, with the whole Apparatus, to be made, ſuch 
as Government may approve of, and lodge the fame with the Superviſors of each 
Diſtrict, with Directions to them to allow no licenſed Diſtiller to uſe a Still but what 
is exactly ſimilar in every reſpect to the Model; and without ſome Plan of that Kind 
being an rhe I do not ſee that the Buſineſs of Diſtilling in the Intermediate 


Line can be carried on with any Advantage to Government, or Profit to the fair 
: Trader. FS.” „ 1 
1 1 am, reſpectfully, 
| v5 Br, 


Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 7 
Alexander Robertſon, Eſg. Collector of Exciſe, Stirling. LPG 


(LINLITHGOW=—In Colleftor's Letters of 26th January and 6th February 1799.) 


Dear Sir, 1 | V | 

In Anſwer to your Favour of the 2d Current, I have only to ftate, that I never 

have entertained Two Opinions on the Subject of charging the Diſtillery Duties; for 

I am perfe&ly convinced, that a Licence Syſtem, under proper Regulations, is in- 

comparably preferable to any Mode of Survey that ever has, or, in my Opinion, ever 
can be adopted, either for the Good of the Country or the Revenue, 


The Reaſons that might be adduced in Support of this Syſtem, in preference to 
that of Survey, would by far exceed the Bounds of this Letter ; ſuffice it for me to 
ay, that, although I am not very old in Years, yet I have had too much Experience 

of both Ways not to give an infinite Preference to the Licence Mode. : 


That in many of the Licence Acts there have been Room left for the committing 
of 2 Abuſes will not be denied; but this I entirely attribute to the Want of proper 
Information on the Part of the Legiſlature and Framers of the Bills; but now that 
the preſent Committee are at ſuch Pains in collecting Information on the Subject, 1 
have not the leaſt Doubt but that very ſoon we ſhall. have 4 pure and permanent Licence 
Syſtem, I am alſo clearly of Opinion, that many ſalutary Regulations will be neceſſary, 
and will, no Doubt, be pointed out by much abler Hands than your humble Servant; 
at the ſame Time any Information-I can give will not be wanting if required; and 
I very reſpectfully am, | „ 

| | 5 | „„ oC | 
Your moſt obedient Servant. 
Craigend, 4th February 1799. 
Alexander Robertſon, E/q. Collector, Stirling. 
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(LINE THGOW-In Collector: Letters of 26th January and 6th February 1599.) 


- Lt, | | Bonnytown, 25th January 1999. 
I UNDERSTAND, that you wiſh my Opinion on the preſent Diſtillery Law. 


It is a well-known Fact, that the Shilling on the Gallon of Spirits, at the Strength 
of 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, has not increaſed the Revenue, neither has it 
ſerved the Trade in general, Diſtillers in great Towns having a ſuperior Advantage 
over thoſe in the Country ; for inſtance, they will ſell Two Gallons of Whiſkey cheaper 
than they will fell a Puncheon per Gallon, The Reaſon is obvious, the Puncheon 
requires a Permit to carry it to the Market, whereas the other does not. The only 
Way to ſecure the Revenue and keep the Trade upon an equal Footing, is to return 
to the old Way, viz. Licence, i. e. . per Gallon on the Content of the Still. 


By the preſent Law there ſeems to be no Check upon Diſtillers uling Raw Grain. 


Ic was acknowledged by thoſe Diſtillers who uſed Raw Grain, before the Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of @mmons, that they uſed Two Thirds unmalted. 


The ſimple and eaſy Mode of ſecuring that Part of the Revenue is, that every 
Diſtiller ſhould, upon taking out his Licence, declare whether he is to work from 
Raw Grain or Malt only ; and if from Raw Grain, he ſhould pay a Sum equal to the 
Malt Duty, which ſhould be included in his Licence, e 

And if any Diſtiller who takes out his Licence for Malt only ſhall be found uſing 
Raw Grain, he ſhall forfeit a large Sum, and be charged Licence Duty as the Raw _ 
Grain Diſtiller, which Duty ſhould be charged from the Commencement of his Li- 


If any further Information is neceſſary on this Subject, I ſhall be always ready to 
communicate as far as I know. FE St: ” | 15 1 
ee 1 always am, Sir, qr 7 

Your moſt obedient Servant, 
= Adam Dawſon. 
Mr. John Fotheringham, © Fas To 
Superviſor of Exciſe, Linlithgow. 


(LINLITHGO W—In Collector's Letters of 26th January and 6th February 1 999.) 


* 


Sir, | de. _ 

' In Anſwer to the general Letter you communicated to us reſpect ing the Diſ- 
tillery, it is our Opinion, that the preſent experimental Law is exceedingly inconve- 
nient and troubleſome to thoſe engaged in the Trade, and alſo to the Officers of Ex- 

cCiſe, and that it would be a Benefit to all concerned, and Advantage to the Revenue, 
that the preſent Exciſe Duty upon Spirits be diſcontinued, and an additional Licence 
Duty laid on the Content of Stills adequate to the Produce of ſaid Duty, 


We are of Opinion, however, that if the preſent Law is continued, or even one 
more favourable, few will be able to take out Licences in this Part of the Country, 
unleſs Government take ſome more effectual Method of ſuppreſſing illegal Diſtilling, 
which, it is notorious, is now carried on to a greaterDegree than cver known in thele 
Parts, inſomuch that though there are very few licenſed Stills in the proper High- 
land Diſtrict, they are abundantly ſupplied with Spirits, and fend conſiderable Quan- 
tities into the Intermediate and even Lowland Diſtricts, whereby the Market is 
glutted, and the Price reduced under what the fair Trader can afford it at. Fo : 
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| 

| Me apprehend it might be expedient and equitable to allow Diſtillers in the High- 
= | land Diſtricts to commence or diſcontinue their Buſineſs at the End of every Three 

| 


Months, and to pay in proportion to the Time they work; as the Lowland Diſtil. 


lers are allowed to ſtop during the Summer Months, when the Buſineſs cannot be 
carried on with ſo much Advantage. = | 


We are, Sir, OS 
Your moſt humble Servants 


Henry Bannerman, 
| 7 William Bannerman, 
Mutthel, | Alexander Me. Leiſb, 
22d January 1759. John M*Imes. 


(N. 136 Ls GO W.) 
(In Commiſſioners Letter of 20th March 1799.) 


Hlonoured Sirs, „ 3j 
Ils obedience to your Honours General Orders of the 15th Inſtant, I now 
tranſmit the Communications made on the Subject of the Scots Diftillery, in conſe- 

quence of that Order, by ſuch of the licenſed Diſtillers in this Collection as appeared 
to me to be moſt intelligent and unbiaſſed on the Queſtion, Two of theſe agree in 
Opinion, that the beſt Mode of levying the Diſtillery Duty is by Licence. Meſſrs. 
Burns ſeem to think, that at leaſt Part of the Duty ſhould be charged on the Pro- 
duce or on the Grain; but the Reaſons on which the Opinion of the latter ſeems to 
be founded, by no means warrant the Concluſions they have drawn from them. 
The Abuſe of Certificates may eaſily be prevented by taking away the Privilege of 
granting them. The Quality of Spirits in general is not worſe now than when it 
was under Survey; on the contrary, it is the Opinion of many, that it is better; and 
I conſider the Propoſal of taxing the Grain as impracticable in the Execution. 
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Since the Appointment of Dr. Jeffray to the Superintendance of the Diſtillery, 
the Traders are more reſerved in their Communications to the Exciſe ; and while 


they admit his total Ignorance of the practical Part of Diſtillation, they ſeem to en- 


tertain very ſanguine Expectations, that his Sagacity will diſcover ſomething won- 
derful in che Buſineſs. 5 85 e 


The Experience afforded under the preſent temporary Diſtillery Law makes it evi- 
dent, that the mixed Principle of licenſing and ſurveying ought to be abandoned; it 
embraces all the Evils incident to the TT wo Syſtems, without partaking of their pecu- 
liar Advantages. Like the pure ſurveying, it is attended with a great Expence in 


Officers, who yet cannot poſſibly prevent the groſſeſt Frauds, and it compels the 
_ Diſtillers to work againſt Time, which is the principal, and, indeed, the only Objec- 
tion to the Mode of licenſing, | „ 75 


Were it poſſible to prevent Frauds under Survey, it ought unqueſtionably to be 
adopted; for it is impoſſible in any other Way to levy that Duty with perfect Im- 
partiality, or allow the Diſtiller the reaſonable and almoſt neceſſary Privilege of ma- 
nufacturing a greater or leſſer Quantity of Spirits, and thereby adjuſt his Production 
to the Conſumpt of the Country, and keep the Market at its natural Level; 
but the Experience of former Times, however, makes it doubtful whether, after in- - 

cCurring à conſiderable Expence in Officers, Frauds under that Syſtem can be pre- 
vented ; and, upon the whole, the unmixed Licence appears to me to be the only 


prac- 
ticable 


* 
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judicious Regulations. 
J 5 VMoſt reſpectfully 
e Tam; 
_ Honovred Sirs, Ce 
Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
os | VW, Corbet. 


ticable Mode of levying the Diſtillery Duty: But it ought to be ſubjected to ſome | 


Glaſgow, January 26th 1799. 
Honourable Commiſſimers of Exciſe, Edinburgh. 


(GLAS GO W-In Collector's Letter of 26th January 1799.) 


Sir, | | 
I xeceiveD yours, with a Copy of a General Letter from the Honourable the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, wiſhing for Information anent the preſent Diſtillery Act. 
You know, Sir, I have been ever ready to give you what Information I could. I 
have only to ſay juſt now, that I am decidedly of Opinion, that charging the Duties 
by Licence only is the beſt Method for the Revenue, the Country, and the honeſt. 
Part of the Trade; for I am of Opinion, that Survey, either in Whole or in Part, 
never brought, nor never will bring, the Duties equally from the Traders. There 
is to be a Meeting of Diſtillers To-morrow at Falkirk, to conſider upon Reſolutions. 
relative to the beſt Mode of ſtopping Frauds in the licenſed Trade. When I ſee 
the Minutes, ſhall be glad to give what Information I can, when I ſee wherein they 
and I agree, or wherein we do not. % „„ 


I am, Sir, : | + 2 | 
Tour humble Servant, 
„ = John Haro. : 
5 Voker, January 25th, 1799. : - 


William Corbet, Ei. 


EY (GLAS G O Wain Collector's Letter of 26th January 1799.) + 


_ Waazz the Diſtillery continued under the Exciſe Laws, it was found impoſſible 
to prevent Smuggling ; for which Reaſon the Mode of levying the Duties by Licence 
was adopted, _— has effectually anſwered the End in that Reſpect, and while the 
Invention of the Trader is able to keep pace with the additional Duties which are 
repeatedly laid on them, it will continue to do ſo ; but as ſoon as their Invention is 
exhauſted (and which now ſeems to be the Caſe) the Duties thereby levied become 
an Object of greater Moment, ſo that it is to be feared they may ſet up private 
Stills; and while they are allowed to certify for their own Spirits, the Riſk of Detec- 
tion is inconſiderable ; and thus a Door is opened for Smuggling, which will defeat 
the very Ends for which the Licence Syſtem was adopted. Beſides, the Licence 
Duty is now ſcrewed up to ſuch a Pitch, that the Quality of the Spirits is greatly in- 
jured by the hurried Manner in which the Trader is obliged to manufacture them; 
and he who wiſhes to ſupply the Market with Spirits of a good Quality, is ſo underſold 
that it is not in his Power to do it. For theſe Reaſons we give it as our Opinion, 
that the Licence Duty ſhould not be increaſed, but that whatever Charge, over and 
above the Licence Government may think proper to lay on the Diſtillers, it ought 
either to be continued on the Gallon of Produce, as at preſent, or laid by Weight on 
the Grain uſed in the Maſh ; and as the maſhing Proceſs requires ſome conſiderable 
Time, it could not be ſo eaſily evaded as the Charge on the Gallons of Spirits, 78 
e n 


„ 
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I order to equalize the Duties at preſent charged by the Licence, it will be droper 
too, that a Model of a Still, of certain Dimenſions, be made, and tithes 5 to a 
Size, or made to vary in proportion to its Contents. Boilers of any Kind ought like- 
wiſe to be prohibited from being ſet up within a certain Diſtance of the Worms, 


And laſtly, as a much greater Quantity of Spirits is now produced from any Still 
of a given Content, the Entry ought to be lowered to 30 Gallons, Head incluſive, 


We are, Sir, 


Hamilton, 23d January 1799. 
William Corbet, Eq. Colleftor. 


Ja and Tho! Burns, 


„ (GLAS GOW,ls Crs lam of 6k Janar 199) 
Arzu all the Experiments and different Modes of levying the Duties on the 
Diſtillery, it is ſtill very difficult to fix on that which is moſt proper without entering 
into the Merits of the preſent Mode of Licence and Survey, the Licence by itſelf, - 
or that of the Exciſe, which laſt is certainly the moſt fair, that each Gallon of Spirits 
ſhould pay a certain Rate per Gallon Duty; but this Scheme ſhould. only be again 
reſorted to when a Mode is fallen upon to put it paſt a Poſlibility of Evaſion, by any 
Trader whatever. 555 1j; y yagi. Eads 


i 


What I would ſuggeſt is this, to levy the Duty wholly by Licence, and from 
Quickneſs of working, the Licence might be advanced from /. 100 to /. 150 per 
Gallon. That no Still in the Body ſhall exceed 40 Gallons, and the Head Ten 
Gallons, that this Still and Head ſhall be made from One Model all over Scotland, 
that One ſuch Still be a legal Entry, but that thoſe that chuſe may have more, From 
the improved Mode of working, and the high Licence Parliament may think right 
to lay on this Manufactory, it may be thought proper (for the Encouragement of 
and Diſperſion of the Diſtilleries over the Country, and their uſeful Effects in Agri- 
culture) that there ſhould be allowed Stills of Half the above Size, ſay Body Twenty 
and Head Five Gallons. ' Theſe alſo to be made from One Model all over Scotland. 
Theſe laſt would pay, including the Malt Duty, a confiderable Revenue Annually, 
and alſo require a conſiderable Stock to carry on the Buſineſs to Purpoſe. By this 
allowing a Still and Head of Twenty-five Gallons all over the Country to be a legal 
Entry, it might be favourable to and prevent Complaints from thoſe in the Highlands, 
ſome of whom might think, from the high Licence Duty, were they confined to an 
Entry of 50 Gallons, as in ſome Meaſure debarred from the Trade. | 2 


cate at the End of each Month, on giving Notice. Raw. Grain uſed in the Diſtillery to 
pay the ſame Duty as Malt. 2 N 2 


* heſe are what occur to me in Alias to the Letter from the Honourable Board ; 

£ | D am, Sit | | . 
Four obedient humble Servant, 5 

T7 _ Anarew Thomſon. | 


Glaſgow, 17th Jab vary 1799: 
William Corbet, Ejq. Cala. 


AE Ix: 6% 


(In Commiſſioners Letter of 20th March 17 99.) 


Honourable Sirs, 3 SOHO „ 
Tuxkx being no Lowland Diſtillers in Perth Collection, nor any licenſed Diſ- 
tillers in the Highland Parts of it, and only Three licenſed Diſtillers in the Inter- 
mediate Space, who have lately commenced, and from whoſe Repreſentations I pre- 
ſume little eſſential Information can be obtained, I ſhall, in obedience to General 
Order of the 15th Inſtant, humbly endeavour to ſtate to your Honours ſuch Ob- 
ſervations as have occurred to me, either from my long Knowledge of the Country, 
or from ſuch Information as I have been able to procure, both previous and ſubſe- 
quent to my Receipt of ſaid General Order. 


In the Highlands, where the Habit of private Diſtillation has been ſo long and ſo 
firmly rooted, and where every Hill and Glen affords Fuel and Water, there is little 
Probability that any Regulation whatever will for fome Time prove effectual in era - 
dicating the Evil complained of; and though I have ever bern of Opinion, that the 
moſt equitable Method of charging the Duty, either upon Spirits or any other Ma- 
nufacture, muſt be from the Quantity produced and aſcertained by actual Survey, 
yet it is ſufficiently obvious to every Perſon acquainted with the Nature of the High- 

lands, that it is totally impracticable in that Country to ſecure any equitable Duty 
upon Diſtillery by Survey, either from the Waſh brewed or Spirits produced, The 
only Mode therefore appears to be a moderate Duty, by way of Licence, upon the 
Content of the Still; theſe Licences to be granted Annually, aud iſſued under the 
former 5 with this Difference, that as the Highland Farmer is frequently 
ee. of no great Capital, and has not at all Seaſons the Command of Fuel, he 

allowed to take out his Licence, and pay ſor the ſame either at the Time it com- 
mences or at any aſter intermediate Quarter. Thoſe who pay from the Commence- 
ment to have Liberty to leave off and vacate their Licence at the End of any Quarter, 
upon giving Three or Four Weeks previous Notice; and ſuch as begin upon any 
intermediate Quarter, to pay from the Beginning of that Quarter, and be obliged to 
continue till the Expiration of his Licence. The Conſtruction of the Still ought alſo 
to be regulated, ſo as the mean Diameter ſhall in no Inſtance exceed the Height from 
the Bottom to the Shoulders; and it might be an additional Security, if the Dia- 
meter of the Pipe or Worm was alſo fixed and regulated in proportion to the Con- 
tent of the Still. 5 1 . 


Theſe or ſimilar Regulations would, I humbly preſume, be of much Service in 
removing ſome of the chief Objections and Difficulties complained of; and with 
reſpect to the juſt Complaint of the frequent Introduction of ſmuggled Spirits acroſs 
the Line, to which the Highlander is tempted by the higher Price and Preference 
his Spirits meet with from the Low Country Conſumer, and which I believe it is 
impoſſible entirely to prevent, I humbly ſubmit to your Honours how far it may be 
proper to turn this Prejudice to the Intereſt of the Revenue, by allowing the High- 
_ Diſtiller to ſend his Spirits acroſs the Line, upon Payment of an equalizing 
Duty. | 

= I am, moſt reſpe&fully, 
| Honourable Sirs, | 
2 Your moſt obedient Servant, 5 
8 James Mitchell, — 
Dundee, 28th January 1799. „„ „„ 


The Honourable the Commiſſuners of Exciſe, Edinburgh. 


J 
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Appendix (B. 4% 


nal Extract from the REPORT to the Right Honourable the. Lords Com- 
maifſſoners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, from the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 


in Scotland; dated 13th March 1799. %%% OW. Bb 7 


„ AMONG the Defe&s and Amendments of the Laws peculiar to Scotland, 5 
we have in this Report forborne to repeat our Suggeſtions of the Expediency of 9 
veſting in the Court of Exchequer, or Court of Seſſion in this Kingdom, a ſuperin- pe 
tending Juriſdiction over Juſtices of the Peace in Matters of Revenue, becauſe we 
underſtood from the Lord Advocate, that in conſequence of Mr. Long's Letter to 1 
his Lordſhip of the 20th of November 1794, the Subject had been under the Con- 1 
ſideration of the King's Counſel and the Barons of the Exchequer; and that under 3 
their Inſpection the proper Clauſes would ſoon be prepared and ſubmitted by the 
Lord Advocate to the Wiſdom of your Lordſhips and of Parliament, as the Mate- 
rials of a new Law for remedying the Inconveniencies and Injuries to the Revenue 
complained o. 9 %% ; DM 5 
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| MINUT ES of a Gant a Mzzrixc 7 Leben: Lowickes | 
;  DrsrT1LLERS, held at Falkirk, 26th Janvary 1799. e 


Falkirk, 26th 13 17 99. 


Ar o General Menting of the Licenſed Diſtillers in the Lowlands of Scotland; 
called by circular ee, and oy. e in 1 ee and 
e ee e 


P R E 55 K N T, 
dient. Matthew Brown, for Brown, Gourlay, and Co. Paiſley. 


Dee ee for Meſſrs. Philp and Co. wy Dolls. 


James Hervey, for Hervey and Co, - - - - - - Paiſley. 

James Haig, for James and John Haig, - Lochrin. 
James Stein, for Canonmills Company). 

Thomas Smith, OS for Robert Stein C0 Kilbagie. 

John Stein, - «ck = = - = - - » - = Kennet Pans. 
Daniel M*Farlane, - - - = - df - > on == ” Ping. 
Robert Menzies, - - - - - - - —»Paiſley. 

James M-Farlane, - - - - - - - »Paiſſey. 
Charles Steini. Hattonburn. 
Duncan Montgomerie -U - Inverkeithing. 
William Glen, - Mains of Lialcgov, 
John Bald, for John Bald and Co.. - - Alloa. 5 
Robert Spiers - + os - - Kirkaldy. 
James Miller, )— öw—! ..ĩ.U =- Craigend. 
Andrew Stein, for Mrs. Whitehead, —— — Couie, + 


Mr. MO N TGO ME R IE, 1 Preſes. ; 
ROBERT WALKINSHAW,. Sheriff Clerk of Renfrewſhire Clerk.” 8 


The Meeting having taken under Confideraticn the preſent State of the Digit. 


lery Laws for Scotland, in the Proſpect of that i 3 ola WET chit ſoon to be 
reſumed i in the Deliberations of Parliament: 8 


Reſolved, 1. That as it is qniverfally allowed, ſich Sparte Li uors Mould not 


be ſold: at too low a Price, and that the Diſtilleries afford a proper Subject of Tax- 
ation; ſo, if the Duty upon the Scots Diſtilleries is not ſo high as to encourage 


Smuggling from Abroad, or illicit Diſtillation at Home; if it is impoſed in ſuch a 


Manner as to be equally and not oppreſſively collected, it will, in the Opinion of 


this Meeting, produce a Revenue, extenſive, ure, and permanent. 


2. That the Intereſts of the Revenue and of the! fair Traderbeing he 1 this 


Meeting will frankly and candidly give every Information and Aid in their Fower to 
enable the Legillature to frame an equitable, juſt, and permanent Diſtillery Law. 


3. That the preſent, Diſtillery. Law for Scotland, though intended to ſecure the 
Revenue, and protect the fair Trader, by collecting an equal Duty from every Dif 
filler m e to the Quantity he diſtils, has by no a that Effect. 
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APPENDIX (C1) 


4. That the Syſtem of collecting the Duty from the Diſtilleries, either wholly or 
in Part, by Survey, has been, is, and ever will be unfavourable to the Trader; for 
that under Survey, Temptations are held out to ſmuggle, which many cannot reſiſt, 
and thus the fair Trader is underſold by the Smuggler, and mult either become a 


264 


Smuggler alſo, or relinquiſh his Buſineſs, or be ruined. 
5. That the Syſtem of Survey is injurious to the Country, as well as to the 
Trader; becauſe, by the hurried and imperfect Manner in which the Proceſſes of 
Maſhing and Fermentation are frequently carried on to evade the Duty, there muſt 
he a very great Waſte and Deficiency of Extract from the Quantity of Grain uſed; 
and conſequently every Boll of Grain thus miſmanaged is ſo much Loſs to the 
Covntry, beſides the. Depravation of Morals that conſtantly attends every Species of 
Smuggling. | 35 1 
6. That the Syſtem of Survey is unfavourable to the Revenue; for the Duty 
never was, and, judging from Experience, never will be fairly paid, for much of the 
Spirits diſtilled under Survey. The Number of Exciſe Officers may be increaſed, 
Hut till all Men become honeſt, Diſtillers under Survey will ſmuggle, and Exciſe 
Officers will not be more than Men; the Revenue will be defrauded, and even 
what is collected will be not a little diminiſhed by the heavy Expences of Col- 
lection and Law Proſecutions. When theſe are deducted, it will be found, that the 
Duty collected in the Lowlands, under this Syſtem, for Spirits made for the Scots 
Market, has in no Year amounted to any conſiderable Sum; and that in the Year 
ending 5th July 1786, the laſt of Survey, it produced hardly any Thing. 


7. That the Licence Syſtem is fair and equitable for the Trader; it removes all 
Temptations to ſmuggle; relieves the Diſtiller from the Interruptions occaſioned 
by the Regulations of Survey, and leaves him at full Liberty to conduct his Opera- 
tions, and to exerciſe his Ingenuity in the Manner beſt calculated for increaſing the 
Extract, and-improving the Quality of his Spirits; and he pays Duty for, and enters 

the Market openly with his whole Produce, © «© © „ 


8. That the Licence Syſtem is beneficial to the Country, for, under it, the Diſ- 
tiller being free from all Interruptions with reſpect to the Time and Manner of con- 
ducting his Proceſſes of Maſhing and Fermentation, he is enabled to produce a 

reater Quantity of Spirits from leſs Grain than under Survey. Hence a great 
Sarin to the Country. The legal Diſtilleries have been more diffuſed ſince the 
Introduction of this Syſtem, Agriculture greatly benefited, and, it may be added, 
that the Art of Diſtilling, in all its Branches, has been improved to a Degree un- 
heard of in any other Part of the World, and bids fair, though not favoured, if 
merely not oppreſſed, not only to annihilate foreign Smuggling, but if encouraged, 
to ſupply the foreign Market. „„ e 1 


9. That the Licence Syſtem has been, and promiſes ſtill more to be, beneficial 
to the Revende. In the Year ending 5th July 1797, the Lowland Duty for Spirits 

made for the Scots Market was, under the Licence Syſtem, . 138,696 145. 644. 
In the Half only of the Year 1798, it was . 115,869 25. 31 d. excluſive of the 
Licence Duties ſor the Highland and Intermediate Diſtricts. The Expences of 
Collection, and of Crown Law Proſecutions, have not been great. Yo et, 


10. That for theſe and other Reaſons this Meeting conſider the Licence Syſtem 
more advantageous for the Trade, the Country, and the Revenue, than the Syſtem 
o 6’: Rog 2, SLY OR 9, Yecy 
„„ 11. That 
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11. That no Still 'ought to be licenſed; of a Capacity leſs than 40 Gallons including 
the Head, or greater than 70 Gallons including the Head; and that any Diltiller 


may have One or more ſuch licenſed Stills. n 

12. That the Duty impoſed by the Act of laſt Sefſion of Parliament upon R 55 
or Unmalted Grain uſed in Diſtillation ought to be diſcontinued in the new Diſ- 
13. That it-would be expedient to agree upon the beſt Model of a Still; and tha: 
no other ought io be permitted to be uſed, © | By ers ate, 


F 


14. That the Duty ought to be impoſed upon the Contents of the Still and 
Head as high as the Steam can aſcend ; and that the Pipe leading from the Top of 
the Still Head to the Worm ſhould deſcend in an Angle of 45 Degrees for at leaſt 
Two Diameters of the Top of the aſcending Pipe, without afterwards riſing, and to 
have no Return Communication with the Still, or any Outlet but at the lower End. 
of the Worm, the Diameter of the deſcending Pipe not being greater than the Dia- 

meter of the Pipe aſcending at the bigheſt Part. | "= 1 
15. That Stills ought to be meaſured without any Chains or Apparatus being al- 

lowed to remain in the Inſide during the Time of Meaſurement, excepting the fixed 

Croſs Bar upon which the Spindle turns on the Mouth of the Still. The Meaſure to 
be taken by Bell Metal Stoups, Standard Meaſure, of 231 cubic Inches; the Mouth 
not to be above One Inch Diameter, and to have no Filler. 1 33 


16. That under an increaſed Rate of Licence Duty, it would be expedient to con- 
tinue the preſent Permiſſion to the licenſed Diſtillers to ceaſe working One or more 
Still or Stills at the End of every Two Months, upon giving One Month's Notice; 
and in order the Trade may not be confined to Perſons of large Capital, the Duty, 
inſtead of being paid in Advance as at preſent, ſhould be paid at the End of every 
Two Months by equal Proportions, £ . | LT 


17. That the Commencement of the Licences ought to be at the 1oth of Oc- 
tober Yearly, from and after the 10th of October next; but as the preſent Li- 
cences expire at the 10th of April next, it ſhould be in the Power of any Diſtiller, 
for the intermediate Period to the 1oth of October next, to take out his Licence, 

and commence working at any Time before the 10th of June, paying Licence 
Duty from the Time of Commencement ; but if he enter at any Time between the 
10th of June and the 10th of October next, to pay Licence Duty | retroſpectively 
from the 1oth of April © „%% On hn 0077-51 


18. That Licenſed Diſtillers ought to have Liberty of ſending out their Spirits 
under their own Certificates, as formerly ; and any Diſtiller uſing ſuch Certificates 
for fraudulent Purpoſcs, to forfeit Licence and all Utenſils of Trade, beſides being 
1 in Dee Penalties; and it ought to be competent to prove the Offence by - 
is own Oath, _ e I TT 5 1 


% 


= . wo 


19. That no Stills or Worms,” except ſuch as are at Uſe, ought 0 be allowed to | 5 
remain in the Still Houſe, or in any Houſe connected therewith, but to be delivered 
over to the Cuſtody of the Officer. | es 5 


20. That any Alteration not authorized by Law in. the Form of the Diſtilling 
Apparatus, or any Increaſe in the Capacity of the Still or Head (excepting the Ten 
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Date of the Licence, ought to incur a Penalty in Proportion to the licenſed Capa- 


mitted . to be hut oP for Taye. Months. 


lature. 


tranſgreſs through Ignorance ; it uy to be juſt chat theſe ſhould either be re- 


ſmall, 


vented from drawing Supplies of Grain from = Lowland Diſtrict, and from con- 


. Cent. ſncevals4 in the Event of the Deſtruction of the Still; as at prſee al- 
owed) without entering and paying Duty for ſuch Increaſe retroſpectively fr om the 


city, beſides Forfeiture of the Licence; and the Work in which ſuch F raud is com- 


21. That as every Fraud . by a Diſtiller i is an tary Yori to why 
other Individual of the Trade, as well as to the Revenue, any Exciſe Officer, or 
any Perſon or Perſon authorized by Government, ought te to have full Power to enter 
into and examine any Diſtillery at any Time. 


22. That weh Acceſs ought to be free and immediate at oth Times, 7 my and, 
by Night, under ſuitable Penalties, | | 


23. That all pipes, entering into or going out from the Still ought to be con- 
ſpicuous, and i in no way hid or SORTING by Building or Works of apy Kind. 


24. That all 8 while ed to the Nato and Extent of the Fraud, 
WP alſo to be proportioned according to the Extent of the Entry. 


„ That the tedious and vexatious Modes now followed in 3 to Revenue 
Prof ecutions call in a very particular Manner for the corrective Hand of the Legiſ- 


26. T hat as there are many old Laws ſaid to be in Force, regarding the Diſtil- 
leries, with which the Traders are not well 1 and againſt which they may 


ſeinded or ingroſſed in a new Law, 


that the Diſtller might have the whole of his 
Duty before him. 


27. That the Officers of Exciſe ne ne lecting their Duty, or conniving at Frauds, 
upon Complaint of any Distiller or of any other eren a to be e nm. 
exemplary Puniſhment. 


28. That the Salaries of Exciſe Officers are, in _- Opinion of * Mecting, too 


29. That, i in the Opinion of this 3 there ought to be but one Rate of 
Duty for the Whole of Scotland; but if this ſhall not be thought expedient by the 
Legiſlature, there ought to be only TWO Diſtricts; the Lowland to include the 
preſent intermediate Diſtrict; and, if the Highland Diſtillers be effectually pre- 


veying Spirits into the Lowland Diſtrict, ſo bounded, the Lowland Diſtillers do 
not wiſheto complain, however low the. Highland Duties may be. 


30. That Diſtillers in the Lowlands ought to be . 9 ſuitable Penal- 
ties and Forfeitures, from being connected, directiy or indirectly, in any Highland Diſ- 
tillery, or in the Diftillery Buſineſs with any Highland Diſtiller: And the like Pro- 
hibition, Penalties and Forfcitures ought to operate to the Prevention of Highland 
Diſtillers from being connected in the Diſtillery Bufineſs in the Lowlands. 


41. That the more eſſectually to pp againſt Abuſcs ariſing. from any Diſtinc- | x 
tion in the Highland Duties it would, in the N of this BPR, be expedient 3 
1: 8 


AEN DI XT CC) «hp 


that more adequate Proviſions, than heretofore, ſhould be enacted with regard to 
the buying, in the Lowlands, of Highland made Spirits; the buying of fuch in 
the Highlands for Importation into the Lowlands; the carrying and conveyin of . 

ſach.; and alſo with regard to the furniſhing: of Grain or Malt by Farmers, At- 
fers, or others, for Diſtillation in the Highlands; and the carrying and tranſporting 


of ſuch Grain or Malt. 


1 


32. That a Reviſal of the Laws againſt unlicenſed Diſtillation appears like wiſe 
to this Meeting to be neceſſary: The ſelling of Grain or Malt for the Uſe of un- 
| licenſed Stills, the carrying and conveying of their Supplies or Produce, the buying 
of their Spirits, or harbouring ſuch, ought to be more effectually guarded againſt. 
Illicit Diſtillation being generally carried on in the Name of Perſons incapable. of 
paying Penalties, as a Cover to more ſubſtantial Defaulters, renders it expedient that 
the Puniſhment ſhovld in certain Degrees attach to the Perſon, ſuch as being ſent 
to ſerve in the Navy or in the Army Abroad, and in ſome other Manner wich re- 
gard to thoſe unfit for ſuch Service; but. that the diſcovering: of Partners in the 
Offence, to the Effect of Conviction and Recovery of Penalties, ſhould operate Free- 
dom to the Diſcoverer. Cattle and Carts, &c. ſeized in the Act of carrying, might 
be reſtored to the Owner upon his diſcoveting, and Proof obtained of the actual Fur- 
niſher and Diſtiller. e , d of 


1 


Pg 


33. That the Occupiers of Houſes and Lands, on whoſe Premiſes unlicenſed 
Diitilling is, or ſhall have been carried on, knowingly, ought to be made liable in 
Statutory Penalties, as formerly; and the Offence to be admitted to Proof by the 
Oath of the Defendant, e % 8 


. That adequate Proviſions for encouraging the Diſcovery and Seizure of | 
illicit Stills, and for puniſhing Connivance in the Officers of Exciſe, appeat to be 
1equiſite:” „„ 8 


35. That Foreign Smuggling requires, and in the humble Opinion of this 
Mecting might admit. of being ſtill more effectualhyj guarded againſt in the Wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature, notwithſtanding the great Attention already beſtowed upon that 
Subject. | yy e 


36. That the Drawback on Malt exported is highly injurious to the Diſtillery 
Revenue, and the Britiſh Diſtiller, it operates as Bounty to the Foreign Diſtiller, 
and rnables him to ſmuggle his Spirits at a low Rate; while the Revenue from 

M.alt alſo ſuffers greatly from the Frauds committed by the Maltſters working ſor 
Exportation. | 5 . | 
37. That it would tend to the Advantage of Agriculture and Commerce, if the 
Privilege of manufacturing Spirits for Exportation were more eaſily and more 
generally attainable by the licenſed Diſtillers than under the preſent Law. | 


With regard to the Quantum of Licenſe Duty, the Members of this Meeting 

have ſtated their Sentiments to Dr, Jeffray, of Glaſgow, who, in his official Connec- 

tion with the Scots Diſtilleries, has favoured the Meeting with his Preſence, and 
who is requeſted to communicate their Sentiments to Government, 


The Mecting reſolved to appoint Two Committees of their Number, One for 
the Eaſtern and One for the Weſtern Parts of the Lowlands, to conſider of the 
moſt proper Model of Stills, and of ſuch Alterations with regard to the Diſtillery 
Export Law as it might be proper to ſuggeſt; the Two Committees to communi- 
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Ta. Sentiments, and to e the Reſult to A fucuee General . of the 
. N 


'T he 8 Wader b to v of the Committes : 


For the Eaſt, | Por the Weſt, 
Mefirs. Duncan Montgomerie, Meſſrs. Matthew Brown, 
James Haig, . James Miller, 
1 ames Stein, ! James Hervey, 
Thomas Smith, and „„ £7 + * 8s W alkRinaw; d 
William Glen, PDaniel M Farlane, 


and any other Members of the Trade; who chuſe to attend either Committee, 
e of the Number to be a Quorum. 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Meetin be Sgt” to Dr. Jeffray, for his 


Exertions towards bans rin. the Syſtem of the Scots Diſtilleries; and for his 


Aſſiſtance at the 5 reſent Meeting — The en nee 2 Thanks of the 
OE Dr. my rar ts 6 | 


- Reſolved, That the T Babies of this Merding's are 8 to Mr. ee fir 
the Propriety with which, as Preſes, he has conducted the 1 of the 
r 


| Reſolved, hat theſe Reſolutions be 1 5 bows Preſes i in ae of the E Mong; 


und afterwards delivered to Dr. Jeffray, with a Requeſt that he would tranſmic 


the ſame in ſuch Manner as to be laid before any Committee of the Honourable 
the Houſe of Spende, 1 12 17 e to 5 5 1 the Scots Dit. 
ior onus . 
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c by ROCEEDINGS of a GxERAL MezeriNo. of the Lietnero | 
5 -DisTiLLERS in che LOWLANDS, held at Edinburgh, 22d Song W 


| p Edinburgh, 22d. May 1799 
Ar a General Meeting of the Licenſed Diſtillers i in the Lowlands of Scotland 5 


PRESENT, 


Meſs William Glen, —— na» === = 5 e of Linlithgow. 
Duncan Montgomerie, - » - -- —— = - = = - - Inverkeithing, 
John Harvie - = == - > - - - Yoker, © 

Andrew Stein, for Mrs. Whitehead, at - - <- - - - - Cowie — 
James Stein, for Canonmills Company, and for Robert Stein and Com- 
5 V/ ͤ T 
if = And Stein... . - =- - Hattonburn. 3 
John Haig, for James and John Haig g = - - »Lochrin. 
Mathew Brown, for Brown, Gourlay, and Company, - Paiſley. 
"James Miller--— nun noo 7 
John Philp, for John Philp and Company Doll, 
John Bald, for John Bald and e - - - - Alloa. 
"ANC TRIO, = one en neg ws = Linton Bridge. 
{William ichen, „ St. Clements Wei. + 5 
John Stein, Kennetpang, and for William 115 = - - Kincaple, _ 
Robert Spear > + = » > = - = = - - Kirkaldy, _ 
Robert Walkinſhaw, for David Calſils and Company, 7. Kepp. 
Daniel M.Farlane, Paiſley, and for Mrs, Harvie, - - - Gallowhill. | 
Robert Menzies, - = -- = --- - —— Paiſley, . 
James Hecvie, for Hervie and Company, - -.- - - - Paiſley, _ 
James M-Farlane, Paiſley, and for Peter Wright, -- - „F 1 


8 Mr. MONTGOMERIE hoſts Preſes, | 


THE Preſes ſtated, that the preſent Meeting was called at the Deſire ofa many 28 
che Lowland Diſtillers, to afford an Opportunity of delivering their Sentiments 
upon the preſent State of the Trade, and in Expectation that ſomething would 
before this Time have been known, as to the future and permanent Regulation 
of the Diſtilleries, ſo anxiouſly defired not only by the Traders themſelves, but 
by every Perſon connected as well with the agricultural Intereſts of the e 
as with the numerous Dealers in Corn and Spirits. 

But in reſpect nothing is yet known as to the Determination of the Evquicies 
inſtituted by the Honourable the Houſe of Commons on this Subject, the MRS 
_ confined their Buſineſs chiefly to Matters of private Concern. 

Before concluding, however, it was unanimouſly Reſolved, That the Members 
of this Meeting (compofing the whole licenſed Diſtillers.in the Lowlands of Scot- 
land, excepting Four, who are neceſſarily abſent) would cheerfully come forward 
to pay ſuch a Duty to Government vpon a pure Licence Syſtem (whether/it be 
Tread by the Legiſlature that the Spirits ſhould be ſent out by Certificates or by 
Permirs) as ſhould, upon fair and aſcertained Principles, be deemed conſiſtent with tg | 
Intereſts of the Public and of the Trade; and they are of Opinion, that a Licence 
Duty of about . 150 per Gallon, would produce a Revenue of nearly C. 350,000 
per Annum, on the Lowlands of Scotland, independant of the Highland Diſtri , 

upon the gen that the preſent intermediate Diſtri ſhould form a Part of 
the Lowland Diftri& ; but that to accompliſh chis. the moſt. WR Meaſures * 
Protection _ Smuggling will be neceſſary, = 


That if the Licence Syſtem, uncombined with Survey, is not in the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature to be reſtored to the Diſtilleries of Scotland, this Meeting are of 
Opinion that they are entitled, under the Treaty of Union, to claim from the Britiſn 
Legiflature to he placed on the fame Footing, in the Mode of collecting the 
Duties, with the Engliſh Diſtilleries, ſo as they may be enabled to meet the latter 
in the Market with equal Advantages, each having a free Communication of the 
Markets of both Parts of the united Kingdom; n is not enough to ſay that 
both Countries will be upon an equal Footing, by having the ſame Rate of Duty 
nominally impoſed upon each, while the Mode of charging the Duty and of putting 
the Law in Execution is different. At the ſame Time, the Meeting are decidedly 
'of Opinion, that a pure Licence Syſtem, while it will be colle&ed at the leaſt Ex- 

nee, and be the leaſt troubleſome to the Trader, will produce a much higher 

. to Government than any other Mode which the Ingenuity of Man can 
That if the Licence Syſtem ſhall not be reſtored, after having been declared per. - > 
manent by an Act of Parliament paſſed a few Years ago, upon the Faith of which £7 

the Scots Diſtillers expended very Jarge Sums in the Erection of Works, and if 2 2 
Law is to be ſubſtituted, which ſhall either amount to a Prohibition, or, which is 1 
the ſame Thing, throw the Buſineſs into the Hands of Smugglers, they conſider 
themſelves engitled to claim from the Equity of Government, that thoſe Works 
ſhould be taken off their Hands at a fair Appraiſement, as has been recently claimed = 
by the Proprietors of the Salt Works in Scotland in ſimilar Circumſtances. = 

The Mecting having heard the Opinion of the Committees appointed by the laſt 1 
General Meeting at Falkirk, with Regard to the Conſtruction or Model of a Still, 
who had come to no fixed Reſolution on that Point, are of Opinion, that if a Model 
is adopted, it ought to be of the. moſt approved Conſtruction, the Duty being 
always proportioned to its known Power. But at the ſame Time, if the Legiſla- 
ture ſhould think it immaterial whether a Model be adopted or not, the Trade will 
3 „ , oe lag. 

With Regard to the Size of the Stills to be licenſed in the Lowlands, the 
Meeting adhere to rhe Reſolution entered into at Falkirk, which ſtated the loweſt 
Size at 40 Gallons, and the higheſt Size at 70 Gallons, both including .the Head, 
But if the Legiſlature ſhall think it preferable to have only One Size, the Trade 
will be well ſatisfied to have that reſtricted to 40 Gallons, including the Head. 

That the Meeting continue of the ſame Opinion as expreſſed in the Minutes of 
the laſt Meeting at Falkirk, that there ought to be only One Rate of Duty over 
all Scotland; but if the Legiſlature ſhall ſee it juſt to form a Highland and a Low- 
land Diſtrict, this Meeting are clearly of Opinion, that no Spirits made in the 
Highlands ought to be permitted to come into the Lowlands upon Payment of 
an cqualizing Duty, or under any other Regulation whatever, unleſs the Spirits 
ſhall be manufactured in the Highlands under the ſame Regulations, and be ſubject 
to the ſame Duty at the Place of Manufacture, as if they had been made in the 
Lowlands; any Thing ſhort of this would be deſtructive of the Lowland Diſtillery, 
and of all Revenue to be expected from it. . | „ 
There was produced and read a Letter from David Caffils and Company, 
licenſed Diltillers ar Kepp, in the Shire of Stirling, ſtating the alarming Increaſe of 
 Hlicir Diſtillation in their Neighbourhood; which Statement, and the general Pre- 
valency of illicit Stills, the Mreting feel it in a particular Manner incumbent upon 
them humbly to repreſent to the Confideration of Government. == 
Reſolved, That theſe Minutes, and alongſt therewith the Letter of Meſſrs. David 
Caſſells and Company, be tranſmitted by the Preſes to the Right Honovrable Syl- 
veſter Douglas, Chairman of the Honourable the Scots Diſtillery Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons, with a Requeſt that Mr. Douglas would be pleaſed to lay 
the ſame before.the Committe. V af 


7 5 Duntan Montgomerie, Preſes. 
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Appendix (C. 3) 
LETTER from David Castus and 885 dated Glaſgow, 20th May, 1799, 
referred to in the Proceedings of the Meeting at Edinburgh. 5 


III d / 
As we cannot perſonally attend the General Meeting of Lowland Diſtillers, to be 
held at Edinburgh, upon Wedneſday the 22d Current, and underftanding you are to be 2 


there, we requeſt of you to ſtate to the Meeting the alarming Increaſe of illicit Stills 
on both Sides of the Line of the Intermediate Highland Diſtrict, and farther up the 
Country; where Smuggling of that Deſcription is now carried on with an Audacity 
which bids Defiance to all Law. In January laſt, our John Caſſils having gone to 
the Neighbourhood of the Village of Bochlivie, with a Party of Three Exciſe Of- 
| ficers and a Conſtable, to endeavour to make a Seizure of ſome of theſe Stills, they 
_ were deforced by a numerous Mob, after having ſeized One Still of about One 
hundred Gallons, beſides the Head, and a large Copper. In this Diſtillery there 
were no leſs than Ten fermenting Tuns at work; the Party ſucceeded in deſtroying 
the Materials and Diſhes; they ſeized the Worm, and a conſiderable Quantity of 
Malt, but theſe were forcibly taken from them by the Mob. The ſame Day they 
ſeized Two other Stills at work, and deſtroyed the Materials. It was on their Re- 
treat from making theſe Seizures, that the Party were aſſaulted and deforced, and 8 
John Caſlils was cut and mangled in a moſt ſhocking and dangerous Manner. The 
largeſt Still was ſaid to be the Property of Donald M*Neild, in Drymen, and was 
wrought in a Glen, upon the Farm of Ballat, belonging in Property to John Monach, 
and within Two hundred Yards of Monach's Place of Reſidence. The Officers 
employed were Mr, Robertſon at Sterling, Mr. Fleming at Kepp, and Mr. Graham 
at Bochlivie. | 1155 . %%% po ON OO 5 
Since that Time Mr, Walker, Superviſor at Sterling, and another Officer, were 
deforced in attempting to make a Seizure of a Smuggling Still from David Thomae, 
near Bochlivie, who had no leſs than Two charged Muſkets and a Bull Dog, for 
the Protection of his illegal Work. The firſt-mentioned Caſe was repreſented to 
the Board of Exciſe, but no Steps were taken thereon, ſo far as known to us. 


We are of Opinion, that theſe Circumſtances ought to be ſtated by the Body of 
the Trade, to the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, with an earneſt Solicitation 
IJ for an adequate Remedy. And as it conſiſts with our Knowledge, that the Smug- 
& 1 glers are openly ſupplicd with Malt by regular licenſed Maltmen, we conceive that 

it will not be a difficult Matter to deviſe a proper Check to that Source of the 


Evil. 
e We are, 
Sir, | | 
Your moſt obedient Servants, VVT 
= (Signed) David Calis & Co. 
Ar. Maltinſbate, Glaſgow. 
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5 8 Appendix (C. 4) 


LETTER from Mr. Ropexr Munzay to Grorce Rosp, Eſquire ; dated 
5 Hartficld, near Tain, 15th April, 1799. 
She, | „ 1 FH Hartfetd, near Taio, 15th April, 1799. 
THOUGH deſtitute of the Honour of your perſonal Acquaintance, I beg leave, 
in conſequence of a Recommendation to me (as a licenſed Diftiller) by the 
Collector of Inverneſs, on the preſent Occaſion, of Government being engaged in 


the framing a new Diſtillery Law, to take the Liberty of preſently addrefling to you 
on this Subject, a State of the ſeveral Facts, not only carefully collected from moſt 


others in the Neighbourhood, of the moſt intelligent Perſons in the Trade, but alſo 
that of my own Experience in that Buſineſs. And although we do not doubt bur 
what ſhall be now ſtated, may differ a good deal in Subſtance from many other 
Statements you may have been furniſhed with from even ſeveral of the Highland 
Diſtricts, and however reſpectable may be the ſeveral Characters in other Reſpects, 
who have advanced their Opinions, as the preſent Statement proceeds ſolely upon 
the moſt infallible Cri erion, that of real Experience, I have no Heſitation to offer, when- 
ever called upon, to ſupport the Facts by the moſt pgſilius Prof. 


With reſpect to the evident, and now clearly demonſtrated, great Diſproportior, 
of the Duties really paid by the Highland Diſtiller, to what is paid by the Lowland 


Diſtiller, that being a Subject already ſo cleared up, as not to require a fingle Argument 


at preſent on it; what we. genſider ourſelves at preſent only called upon for our 
Opinion, and andy neceſſary to ſtate the preſent Situation of the Highland Diſtillery; 


and what Regulations in that Law, abſolutely neceſſary to give juſt Cauſe of Satisfac- 
tion to all Parties, and to effectually remove the preſent great and juſt Complaint, 


both from the Government, on Account of the preſent great Defect in that Branch 


Y 


of Revenue in the Highlands, and the Individuals concerned, as well as the Pub- 
lic at large, on Account of the preſent Exciſe Laws on that Buſineſs, | 


In the firſt Place, in no Inſtance of Taxation did ever the Government a& more 


wiſely and conſiderately than in the Diſtinction they made in the different Modes of 


collecting the Duties on Spirits in the Highlands and from the Lowlands; becauſe, 
from the ſeveral local Situations of theſe different Diſtricts, it is morally impoſſible 
they could be collected upon the ſame Plan. And had not the Government been 
ſo much impoſed upon by the unparalleled Arts and Addreſs of the Lowland Diſ- 


tillers, to have now departed ſo much from the original Spirit and Intention of the 
Highland Exemption at firſt ; they would not have ſcrupled any reaſonable additional 


Burden the Trade could at all bear: But as Experience now clearly ſhews, that in 
the preſent State of the Diſtillery Law of the Highland Diſtrict, ic is impoſſible ever 


for the Public to expect a Revenue, or Individuals find it their Tntereft to embark 


in the Buſineſs, a very material Alteracion muſt of courſe take place. To then come 
to the Point, Sir, it is not the Extent of the Sum you demand of us, we have real 
Cauſe to complain of, but from our Market for the Spirits being on every Hand 


e ffectually cut off; firſt, by that what we muſt be forgiven to call odious Pro- 


hibition from the Low Country Market; and next, from the Home Marker being 


totally glutted by ſmuggled Whiſkey, there being at prefent hardly the lraſt Hinder 
at all to every Perſon ging on with private Stills that pleaſes ;' and next, the preſent 


(which turns out to be a very partial) Mode of collecting ſo much of the Duties on 


the Quantity of Spirits and Malt; and Jaſtly, the extremely confined State of the 
Law, in allowing ſo ſmall a Quantity to be diſtilled before the enormous Duty of 3s. 
per Gallon takes place. „ . 


We 
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We know it will be anſwered to the firſt Cauſe of Complaint, the Prohibition to | 
the Low Country Market: © Give the ſame Duty the Low Country Diſtillers give, 
and you will have the fame Market.“ We reply, we have proven to you we give 
much more Duty, if you will go by the faireſt Criterion to go by, that of the Quantily 

we ſhall ſend to the Low Country Market. You are now in full Poſſeſſion of the 
Facts, of what they pay per Gallon af the Rate they work. Aﬀe of us no more, per 
Gallen, for Liberty to ſend ours to their Market, and we will irankly give that, and 
let the Permit we get along with the Spirits for the Low Country, aſcertain the 
Quantity; the moſt infallible Method of preventing every Shadow of Fraud: KA 
more fair and equitable Propoſition ſurely could not be made. Beſides, in place of 
the Highland Spirits hurting the Low Country Diſtillers Market, ſo much as they 
give out, as the Quality of Highland Whiſkey is ſo much ſuperior, and of courſe fo 
much dearer, and the Bulk of the Low Country Whiſkey Drinkers, of that Sort ot 
Perſons, they would not afford the Price; the Highland Whiſkey would of courſe be 
conſumed only by the many Thouſands of that Country, Natives in the Low Coun- 
try, and others of the Low Country itſelf, in that Situation in Life, that they would 
not ſo much as ſinell the Low Country Stuff at any Price; though at the fame Time 
the Revenue would reap an infinite additional Advantage by ſuch an Allowance, the 
Low Country Diſtillers would feel very little Difference ; but if they ſhould feel a 
Difference, why in Name of common Senſe. are they entitled to ſuch Partiality, 
when we are willing to pay as much as they do? Though the different local Situations 
of the Country obliges Government to adopt a different Mode of raiſing the Duties, 
yet if they pay the ſame Duty for the ſame Quantity, what does it ſignify to Govern- 
ment by what Mode it is raiſed? To V 


But although this is one great Bar to the Succeſs of the Diſtillery in this 
Country, it is not the principal one; the principal, and what will ever be 
an inſurmountable Bar to Licenſed Stills in this Country, is the unparalleled 
Length that private diſtilling is carried to, through the evident Defect of the preſent 
Law in that Reſpect. It is true, the Law allows of ſuch Fines being impoſed, as 
would appear ſvfficient to deter any Man in his Senſes from adventuring in the Prac- 
tice, But where is the Uſe of authorizing a Juſtice of Peace Court to impoſe a Fine 
of £.400 to /{..500 Sterling, while they have in their Power to reduce that Fine (and 
which they in general always do) to 105. while it may be theſe very Juſtices are getting 
205, to 245. for their Boll of poor Highland Bear; by this Trade being encouraged, 
when at the ſame Time (as was the Caſe this Seaſon) that the fineſt rich Grain of the 
Low Country was ſelling at 145. It is ſubmitted, what great Hope of Protection 
is the licenſed Diſtiller to expect, while the Law is as at preſent; or how is it to be 
expected, One Man is to go on to pay from £.400 to /. 500 Sterling a Year, for a 
licenſed Still, when all his Neighbours are going on in his immediate Neighbuurhood, 
without being in the leaſt Danger of paying as many Pence. At the laſt Annual Ex- 
ciſe Court, before the Juſtices in this County of Roſs, it was computed there were near 
$00 private Diſtillers brought before it. Surely, a dreadful Number in One County! 
when they were, I believe, all fined: But, how much! many Five Shillings Sterling, 
and none exceeding 105. It is true, they ſometimes loſe a white Iren Still, that coſts 
them 10s. to 155. more; and this, Sir, is all the Damage: A pretty hopefull Method, 
indeed, to protect the Revenue and the fair Trader. Collector Tulloch, of Inverneſs, 
this laſt Seaſon, ſeeing the little Redreſs he had Cauſe to expect from the Juſtices, 
attempred another Method, which the Law allows, that of reporting them all to the 
Solicitor of Exciſe, for Proſecution before the Court of Exchequer : But here again 
he was alſo diſappointed; for, it ſcems, that by Law the Solicitor has a diſcretionary 
Power to quaſh or go on with theſe Proſecutions or not, as be plea/er. The Highland 
Smugglers, through the Imereſt of their Landlords or other Patrons, ſoon found no 
great Difficulty of getting the Solicitor to believe them to be ſo little worth his No- 
85 | rice, 
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tice, on Account of the old preached-upExcuſe of Poverty, that he never troubled him. 
ſelf about the Matter. Thus every Channel and Method of Redreſs being effectually 
got the better of the Law at preſent affords, if Smuggling was prevalent before, 
it is now beyond all Bounds whatever, to that Degree, that were the preſent Duties 
reduced to the One Half, it is hardly expected there would be. One licenſed Still in 
all the Country, Indeed the few that are at preſent may. be called next to nothing, 
to what might be and were before. It has been proven there were near 500 private 
Diſtillers in One County at One Court. Surely, they would do as much at any Rate 
as 100 licenſed, and if this Hundred paid the preſent Duty of £.400 to L. 500 each, 
here is an evident Depredation on the Revenue, to the Extent of above J. 40,009 
a Year in One County; but ſuppoſe it only the Half, which muſt be far below the 
Mark, it is ſubmitted what an Object would this not be for Government in theſe 
Times of ſo much Uſe for Money, to take the molt effectual Meaſures to remedy 


ſo extraordinary an Evil. 


Me are aware, Sir, that however much you may have been applied to, to lower the 
Duties, you have not been much troubled with Facts of this Sort; and though the 
preſent Duties are high beyond what could be expected to be ſupported, yet, Sir, 
remove theſe Evils, and with a few other very trifling Regulations, and we will pay 
even the preſent Duties. In piace of, firſt, a Licence Duty on the Content of the 
Still, and a Duty on Malt and Spirits, let it, for Home Conſumption, be a Licence on 
the Content of the Still only, ſay C. 13. per Gallon in full of Licence, Malt and Spi- 

rit Duty; only give us a little more Allowance of both Malt and Spirits. Say, in 


place of the preſent Allowance of 2, 800 Gallons of unmixed Spirits for a 40 Gallon 


Still, you allow 4,000 Gallons, and a proportionable additional Quantity of Malt; 
and if you think of allowing us a Liberty to ſend to the Low Country, let the Method 


of aſcertaining that Duty be, by, firſt, a Calculation of what Duty the Low Country 


Diſtillers will pay by ſuch a Rate as may now be impoſed on them. Next, let it be 
calculated what we pay, at the Rate we are allowed to work, and then when the 
Difference is found, let that Difference, if au, be paid on Receipt of the Permit for 
the Low Country; this it is preſumed is really ſo evidently fair a Propoſal, as canuot 
with any Shadow of impartial Juſtice be objected to. 5 8 


My Reaſons for preferring only one Cutt in full of bath Licence, Spirit, and Malt 
Duty, are Two very ſubſtantial ones; firſt, ir ſecures to the Revenue the Certainty 


of not being defrauded of any Part of the Spirit and Malt Duty, either by Colluſion 


Vith, or the Trader cheating the Officer, which in remote Places of the Highlands 
would be an caſy Matter to do, or the Revenue behoved to keep an Officer at cach 
Still, which would be a ridiculous Expence, whereas by the propoſed Plan One 


Officer might ſurvey a Half Dozen, even though at a conſiderable Diſtince. My 


other Realon for this Plan, where one Trader had. a greater Opportunity of ſhifting 
the Duties than another, he then hurt his Neighbour by thus having in his Power to 
widerfell his Neighbour's Prices. For Inſtance, as a poſitive Proof of this Fact, I 
had Jait Quarter the Sum of . 61. to pay of Malt and Spirit Duty only, whereas the 
Charge againſt my next Neighbour for a Still of the ſame Size, only a few Miles 

farther up the Country, was no more than about /. 25. Sterling. And the Reaſon 


for increaſing the allowed Quantity of the Spirits and Malt, is, becauſe we really can- 
not ſupport the 3 Duty without this Allowance, and if you ſhould not inercaſe 
the Allowance, Perſons of the already mentioned Deſcription will have the Benefit of 


the Increaſe wichout thanking you for it. . i 


Thus, Sir, I have pointed out to you the real Fact of the preſent great Cauſes of the 


Ruin of the Diſtillery, and conſequently of that Branch of the Revenue in this Coun- 
try. Adopt the propoſed Regulations in the Trade, and effectually check that pri- 
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nearly One Month RT unleſs'we have's very fine Summer, = 


APPENDIX ce. $) 


inly then enſure to 


the Public a very reſpectable and certain Branch 
Diſtricts. It will probably be aſked, how is private Diſtilling to be effectually Fopped 
in the Highlands? Though we do not doubt but there may be feveral effectual Me- 


| thods that could be adopted, yet there is one very fimple and eaſy one, which, from 


our Knowledge of the Diſpofitions and Situations of bs moſt of that Deſcription, we 
think would prove a very effectual one. In place of only One Officer ſtationed as at 
Diviſion above 5o Miles wide, let a certain Number of Cour/ing Officers 
e ſtationed in each particular Diſtrict to detect the private Diſtillers, with a ſmall 
Premium for each Still they catch, Let then the preſent Law be only ſo far varied, 
that in place of impoſing a Fine of . 400. you will put it out of the Power of Juſtices 
to make it 4% than 400 Shillings, and thoſe that cannot pay that, to either remain Six 
Months in Priſon or ſerve in His Majeſty's Army or Navy, and let cach Offence be 
obliged to be tried within Three Months after Diſcovery. And with a Right to the 
E 215 Officer, if he thinks the Juſtices partial, to appeal either to the Quarter Seſ- 
ſions, or the Court of Exchequer, and failing the Perſons proſecuted being thereaſter 
found in Ability to pay the Expence of the Appeal, in the Event that the Judg ment 


of the Juſtices is found wrong, that they themſelves ſhall be made liable to the öͤßßcer 
for it. If this is adopted, we are ſure it will prove one effectual Plan to ſtop them. 


Should, however, the Government ſtill continue to overlook, at the evident Expence 
of not leſs than above C. 200,000. a Year of its Revenue, theſe Practices, though it 
may in ſome Degree hurt the few Individuals concerned, to give up a Buſineſs they. 
have been at a good deal of Expence in erecting, the beſt Sort of Conveniency the Na- 
ture of the Country will afford, to carry on this Buſineſs, The Government will in 
End ſec what Thanks they will have for making ſo laviſh a Sacrifice. 8 

1 fear 1 bn oe too far on your Putzen on this Subje py Bae it beit "Y 
ſuch Conſequence to all concerned, and that if not now attended to may not be Jour 


ſo eaſily — 6 | hope you will excuſe the e e and 1 have che 
Honour to remain with the greateſt Reſpect, 


Sir, 
„„ our malt wan very humble GY 
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LETTER from Mr. Avan Datos to the Right ehen, Sytyksrin Doo, 4 


dated Bonayrowny feos hace, une, TOP. Wk = 4 
1 7 ß | Bonthtowny by Liatbgon, 10 6 Jin wy 
i, 3s NVP 4 


I HOPE you will pardon che Liberty I have tak 
the Committee for the Scotch Diltillery, I beg leave to mention that from the back · 
ward Spring there is every Reaſon to believe that the Harveſt in Scotland will be 


As many of the Diſtillers have already given up their Works tor this Sealog, "yy 
have every, Reaſon to believe others will in a Month or two, who will begin again on 
the new ts I hope you will ſee the why art N the Licencts from and 


4 A 


Linke 4 Danler ac Hurfied, near 8 . | 


Fur bas Parts from the Highland - 
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. the roth of November, i in place of the 10th of October; which may be 2 Mea of 


eping the Markets on 4 en enen as the SPAR vill then be coming freely 
-foryard for Sale. n des e e 2 01 I ONO 


Your paying 4 Artenion to che aborey will conferring « A en on, 
% Ree 


i , e 5 5 50 700 V our very humble Servant, 
e , e. „„ Alam Dawjm. 
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Ar ER from Mr.W e whe Right Hodourible Hzunv Donnas: 
| | dated nen _ en 1799. 0 


 Auchtertyre, 2gth March, 1799. 
4 Right Mon Sir, 


ING been from Home on the ugth, the uſual Time of. tranſmitting the 
"if of the Weſtern.Troop of Forfarſhire. unn and e enen 1 


have now the Honour to incloſe it herein. 


I have alſo 1080 the Freedom to trouble YOU Lich the Send eren of the — 


Spggeſtions reſpecting the Scots Diſtilleries, which, with all Submiſſion, I humbly 


eſume, if. adopted, would add much to the Revenue under that Head, make the 
12 5 ariſing. from, Diſtillatian equal. over Scotland, and compleatly remedy the 
late Complaints of the Lowland e e the N Of. e the 


3. ligblands. 


Firſt, 1 would propo oe ia Commiſſioners of Exciſe for Scotland, _ have 
it fully in their Power (from the Gentlemen in the different Parts of the Country) 


to collect the moſt: accurate Information bf the Places moſt proper for Diſtillation 


being carried on, ſhould, after receiving ſuch Information, fix on the Places in Pa- 
riſhes, or Diſtricts of Pariſhes, where Diſtillation of Spirits, under Government Li- 

. cence, ſhould be allowed, and at the. Game. Time fix. the Content of the Stills to 
: be wrought at each Place, Fn 2 ; 


_. Secondly, That at a fixed Time afterwards, the Leave to ork "ſuch Saus 
+ ſhould be let by public Auction, to the higheſt Bidder, for One Year ; the Perſous 

referred granting Bonds, with ſufficient Sureries, to the Satisfaction of the Commilſ- 
Is oners. of. Exciſe, or. other, Perſon. to be appointed as Inſpector of Securities, for 
Payment of the Sums offered, by ſuch Proportions as ſhould De. aten by the Le- 
ae the- firſt ee ener prompt Hennen 15 


- Thirdly, That over and above the Sum offered and ame; for! ene to ck 
ſuch Stills for a Year, the Perſons haying them ſhould, be obliged to pay the preſent 


Malt Duty (or ſuch other as ſhould be deemed proper) for each Buſhel of Malt uſed 


by them in Diſtillation during the Currency of the Year, to be aſcertained according 
to the Survey of the Exciſeman attending the making of Malt for ſuch Stills, and WE. 


10. Brewer of Ale * haye Lowe to uſe one of. W Stills. 
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The Reaſons I would advance for the Adoption of the foregoing Method, and its 

having the Effects before noticed; are theſe # Fif̃ſt, as to Increaſe of the Revenues 
at preſent there are few or no licenced Stills North of the River Tay, in Scotland, 
therefore all the Spirits diſtilled in this great Proportion of it, pay no Licente or 
Spirit Duty, and in a great Part, I preſume, no Malt Duty; whereas, were licenſed 
Stills allowed in the Way ſuggeſted, the Perſons who held them would be careful 
for their own Sake and Profit, to inform againſt and prevent all illicit Diſtillation 

within the Bounds which their Licence bore (and indeed few; I reckon, would at- 
tempt it) conſequently a Revenue would ariſe from almoſt the whole Malt anti 
Spirits made in Scotland; and was the Liberty of Sale of the Spirits, made at ſuch 
licenſed Diſtilleries, free all over Scotland, by an Exciſe Permit, this would make 
them all vie with each other who ſhould make the beſt and moſt wholeſome Spirit, 
knowing, that-the-beſt Quality, at, an gel Price, would always find the readieſt 


Adly. As tothe Benefits arifing from diſtilling to the: Countty, being equal over 
this Part of the Kingdom, the Growers of Barley, however remote from a Sea Port, 
would have a near Market for felling their ſurplus Grain to the licenſed Diſtiller, 
. and a much eaſier Delivery than at preſent, ' when perhaps ſome ſend it upwards of 


* 


zdly. As to preventing Smuggling, complained of by the Lowland Diſtillers, the 
Reaſons given under the firſt Head would, it is preſumed, fully remedy this Com- 
last., %% ꝓ)⁰di!.rdddd re 
& % | 
If the foregoing Suggeſtions meet, after Conſideration, your Approbation, I hall 
be much gratified; if other ways, and ſhould all or any of them be reckoned im- 
proper, I beg you will have: the Goodneſs to forgive the Trouble I have taken the 
Liberty to give you. I have the Honour to be, moſt reſpectfull //, 
)) ß 
I «Your moſt obedient ang 
waouſt humble Servant, 
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Lint Memori of Joun Sram, Elquire rpefing the Scotch Diller, 


| 5 London, 24th April 1799. 
expreſſed themſelves willing to hear my Sen- 


Tus Committee having frequently 
; Gmengs as large 01 the SubjeQ which has engaged their Attention, I intended 


to have done myſelf the Honour of laying before them what occurred to me towards 
the Cloſe of the laſt Seſſion, but, as I could not expect entire Credit for Impartiality 
in a Queſtion which conſiderably involves my private Intereſt, I thought it more 
becoming to delay any written Remarks until the experimental Law which the Com- 
mittee recommended ſhould be tried. I had no other Motive for the Delay, becauſe 
the Experience of a Number of Years, and an extended Acquaintance with the 


Diſtillery under every Form of Regulation, had ſufficiently, convinced me that a 
imple Licence upon the Still was the only Mode of Taxation by which the Revenue 


could be ſecured, and the Manufacturer protected. I was alſo well convinced, that 


the Reſult. of the Experiment of an Admixture of Survey, even in the ſhort Period 


of the Prorogation of, Parliament, would do much to ſatisfy the Committee how ut- 


terly inapplicable that Syſtem is to the Diſtillery of Scotland. 


In my Opinion, it was a Miſtake to ſuppoſe that a Conjunction of the Survey wick 
the Licence would unite the Advantages of both Modes, becauſe the and ſalu- 
tary Influence of the Licence proceeded entirely from the Excluſion of the Survey; 
in fact they are quite incongruous, and, by attempting to blend them, you wil 
ſecute nothing but their Defects ; for you will preſerve nothing of the Licence but 
the Celerity of working, which is the principal Objection that has ever been urged 
againſt it; and you will, retain the whole and unmitigated Exil of the Smuggling, 


which.is inſeparable from the Surveßx. 


I I think, therefore, the grand Queſtion remains fill undecided by the Committee, 


and while it remains doubtful, I conceive. that all ſubordinate Enquiries, and all Re- 
gulations, either -reſpefting Smuggling or Duty, are of very little Importance to the 
licenſed Diſtillers of the Lowlands, 


Yet this is a Queſtion not difficult to be ſolved if any Faith is due to Experience, 
for probably there is ſcarce a Check which the Ingenuity of Man can deviſe, that 
was not adopted to render the Syſtem of Survey effectual during the many Years that 
it continued. Nevertheleſs, it is well known chat it completely failed in every 
Reſpect, ſerving only 40 torment the Manufacturer without ſecuring the Duty, 


whereas the Syſtem of Licence, though much interrupted by the Circumſtances of 


the Times, improved the Revenue.comparatively without Expence, and gave the 
«moſt certain Indications of being adequate, if extended over all Scotland, to produce 
every Effect which can be deſired by the Legiſlature or the Diſtiller. 


Thoſe who. reſort to the Engliſh Diſtillery for an Argument in Favour of Survey, 
in the fiiſt Place beg the Queſtion, by aſſuming, that the Duty is well collected in 
that Manufafture. All that we know 1s, that of late Years we have heard no Com- 
plaints to the contrary, But, even admitting .the Fact, it is neceſſary to attend to 
 the-Circumſtanees of the Two Countries. FE 9! 


In England the Diſtillers are not above Twelve in Number, and thoſe chiefly in 
London. Their Works are of great Extent, and for that Reaſon more open to 
Survey they have no domeſtic Smuggler to compete with, and by forming Gow 
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ſelves: 100 a Sort of Ss 6s can regulate their prices a cording to the "ay 
In ſhort;.every Circumſtance tends to a general Regularity and e which in 
a great Degree remove the Temptation to ſmuggle, and therefore the Tax may pro- 
bably be collected with ſufficient Accuracy by a Survey of the Waſh which is to be diſ- 
tilled. If the. ſame Mode could be introduced into Scotland with ſimilar Advantages, 
Land 25 odlite ur Der ces Sure the e . inet of . 


e in e tha Dillillery.is is in 8 700 f Hande. A1 is not F 


the Country, and in every Iſland from the Orkneys to Jura. There are many that 
practiſe this Art who are ignorant of every other, and there are Diſtillers who boaſt 
that they make the beſt, poſſible Whiſkey who cannot read or write, and who carry 


known, and where the Face of an Exciſeman was ne ver ſeen. L nder ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, it is impoſſible to take Account of its . it is e to ſearch 
* Revenue in the Woods or on the ee e en, e e 


tered their Works in the Manner required by Law. The reſt were Smugglers, and 

= _—_ aid no Duty, -- Accordingly, the higheſt Sum that was at any Time col- 
re the Year 1780 from the Diſtilleries was under £. 13,500, although the 

| Dare was at that Time Two Shillings and Eleven, Pence per Gallon, and the Uſe 

of Spirits altogether as prevalent as at the preſent Time. It appears, therefore, that 

the Tax had not been paid for more than Ninety Thouſand Gallons for the Annual 
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tation, may be rated at Three Millions and a Half of lf 4t e wins ne 
Thirty-ninth Part only paid the Duty. 5 „ | dans 


ba order 8 this ee Se ee an additional Tax, 5 2 
more rigorous. Survey of Courſe was inſtituted, in conſequence of which the prin- 
cipal Diſtillers, on whom the Duty almoſt excluſively fell, were compelled to aban- 
don the Scotch Market, which was entirely oceupied by the ao Ea BEE This pro- 
duced the fallacious Appearance of an . Revenue, the Tax having amounted 
in One Year to nearly C. 100,000, but Mat Sum was SA e * * 
of the renten Fance 0 e e WEL 


T he Failure « this Branch of Revenue did: not Bhs; om” Want of Attention on 
the Part of Government, or of Vigour in the Department of the Exciſe, On the con- 
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Duty was charged on the Quantity of the Low Wines and of the Spirits, 8 
by the Gauge of the Waſh; but this Attempt at extreme Accuracy, as generally 
: happens, detcated. itſelf; and the Calculation was at laſt made on the Waſh only, al- 
= Jowinga Credit for ſuch a Tanten of: "Oe | as a Hp e els ol Wan Was * 
1 ee capable mn oducd. $56 20 | . 


With regard to the Rate of the Duty itſelf; all 18 were £190; from a 4330 
Sum upwards by gradual Increaſe to Three Shillings and Nine Pence Halfpenny per 
Gallon, and afterwards down to Two Shillings and One Penny. But none. of thoſe 
Proportions were found to ſuit the bes e. of the Diſtillery, although admi- 


niſtered by a greater Number of Exciſe Officers, and ſubjected to a greater Varic | 
| Checks than NAG eren been, Parks before | 15 any. Branch of Revenue. ; $336 % gs Lg 


, ' The f fon Piſtillevies that . entered to 3 under the Ae pe Lav; were 
Placed under the -moſt/ ſevere Regimen of the Exciſe. A ſtrong Party of Officers 
as ſtationed in cach, — EG reieved Guard with all the Regularity of 


at Towns or to regular Manufactures, but ſpreads itſelf over the whole Face 4 


on this Manufacture in Parts of the Country where the Uſe of the Plough1 is un- 


Ot this vaſt ies of Diſtillers; ns were 1 a os DAP the ye 5 310 6 a | 


Conſumption; of all Scotland. Nom as that Conſumption, on a modefate Compu- 


trary, the Diſtilleries had been a Matter of perpetual Regulation. At one Time the 
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vance, to the Utenſils in every Stage of the Proceſs, EoE 
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; no Concer n in the Buſineſs, 1 happened | to be intim ately copveriiac nhl "a _ 
1 Diſtilleries then in Scotland. In each of! theſe was 


Security againſt the Ingenuity of the Diſtiller.. 
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Thos 02 114 1 5 | 
In. need not enter into a Detail of the Arts by whichthoſe-Frauds were tloiked, nor 
into any Deſcription of the more complicated Methods of managing the Stock and 

the Pertnics, Neither need” J mention the oecaſional Connivance of Officers; or the 
Way of obtaining/it.” It is not my Deſign to ſpeak invidiooſly of any:Claſs:of Men; 
Huwan Nature, in fach Circumſtances; it is to be frarecd will always be the ſame. 
But it is to be deploted, when Civil Inſtitutions place Men in a Situation here the 
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5 THE CHANG Diſtiheries, it 43s pretty well 'underſts0d, were ſtill more ſucceſsful in 
evading the Exciſe, © Indeed they could not otherwiſe. have exiſted;” as the current 
Price of Whiſkey at that Time delivered” at the Diſtillery, was conſiderably lower 


Suck was the Fallure of the Exciſe" Survey, where it could act with the moſt 
Fa Effect. When direfted againſt the extended Body of the private ſmugeling 
Nſtillers, who ſupplied the general Conſumptiop of the Country, it haraſſed and 
antoyed them indeed, but it could not ſuppreſs them. As the Number of the 
Officers, was increaſed, the Arts of the Smuggler were redoubled; and, as every one 
knows, it became'a Kind of Buccaneering War; ſometimes the Diſtilier ſucceeding 
in his contraband Adventure by Stratagem or Force, and ſometimes the Exciſeman 
carrying off the illegal Spirits, or demoliſhing the Stilis; but without the leaſt 
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Proſpe#t or Expectation ot the Conteſt ever coming to a Cloſe, . 


| Tndeed-it was not the Intereſt of the Officers of Exciſe that it ſhould / ever come 
to a Cloſe. The keeneſt Sodom leaſt of all wiſhes to extirpate the Game. Their 
Intereſt, from the Solicitor downwards, does not depend on the I nereaſe of Revenue; 


ne help bein endeney of ſueh a Mode of Taxation, 
with regard to the Condition of the Manufacturer, as well as in reſpect of Re- 
venue. It tended to oppreſs and oyerwhelm ſuch Diſtillers as had irrevocably em- 
barked their Credit and Fortune in the ee ee, eee Rate of 
Du 'y which it could not exact from others ; it incorporated Fraud and Corruption 
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n Sir John Dalrymple. 
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with the Implements of Trade; it perverted the Genius and Induſtry. of the Diſtiller 

from the Improvement of his Manufacture, to the Means of bribing and deceiving 
the Officers, and occaſioned. infinite Loſs by the Irregularity conſequent on ſuch a. 
Deraogement of Things... The Waſh was often neceſſarily uſed before it was pro- 
.perly ſermented, and frequently. it became acid by Delay. Sometimes it was im- 
poſſible, to avoid a Mixture of different Ages and at different Stages of Fermentation; 
the Conſequences of which are caſily to be ĩmaginſ mme. 
The Commutation; of the Tax on the Spirit to a Licence on the Still, was 

| attended all at once with the happieſt Effects. As an Experiment, it was intended 
that the Duty ſhould not be taken too high, and accordingly Thirty Shillings on the 
Gallon of the Still was impoſed, which was eſtimated to be equal to Six Pence on 
the Gallon af Spirit, yet at this eaſy Duty, in the firſt, Year of the 1 * 
great Increaſe of Revenue. was dhtained, comparatively without Trouble or Ex- 
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The Diſtillers being thus relieved from galling and vexatious Superintendance, 
always rendered more irkſome by priyate Pique and Reſentment, began to turn their 
Induſtry and Iogenuity to the long neglected Improvement of their Art, in which 

they are allowed on all Hands to have ſucceeded in an eminent Hegre. 
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The late; temporary Law has in ſome. Meaſure damped thoſe Exertions, by te- 
wing the Memary of the Severities and unequal Duty which baniſhed the Diſtifters 
from their own. to a Foreign Market, The Confidence which they entertain, that a 
Meaſure ſo hoſtile to their Tntereftswill ſoon be recalled, alone induces them to keep 
up their Manufaftures. For the true Spirit and Effect of the Survey already begin 
to unfold themſelves; and the ſmaller Diſtillers, -who, by being; poſſeſſed of the 
eaſieſt Means of concealing their Operations, appear to be paying double the Licence 
Duty of the larger Works, are nevertheleſs, continuing their Trade with Vigour, 
whilſt the Manufacturers, who appear to pay the leaſt, are compelled to withdraw as 
much as they can from the Conteſt. The Highlander appears unwilling to accept 
the Benefit ( which he has ſo. earneſtly ſolicited) of a Survey; but, if he has given up 
his Licence, it does not follow that he will give up his Trade. The celebrated 
Boundary may be deſerted of its Piſtilleries from one Sea to the other, but the Stills 
will find: their Way into more obſcure Retreats, and the Battles of the Exciſeman 
and the Smuggler will be renewed with conſiderable Advantage to both. The ge- 
nera] Loſs wall fall, as before, on the few regular Diſtillers that ſhall remain, who 
muſt, in a ſhort Time, either abandon their Manufactures, or enter into ſome, Com- 


bination for exterfive Corruption. 


I ſpeak decidedly on this Subject, becauſe I know from Experience, that tbe Survey 
is not only a bad Syſtem, but that it cannot be amended. Its Miſchief lies in its 
original Principle, and all Regulations ſerve but to render it more intricate and 
perplexed. It is not becauſe the fair Trader can work more advantageouſly under 
another Syſtem, but becauſe under this, (from the Frauds it engenders) he cannot 


* 


work at all. 1 4 


# 4.6 #44 
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On the other Hand, the extreme Simplicity of che Method of Licence not only 
recommends:it in its Principle, but makes it eaſy to incorporate with it whatever 
Regulations may be found neceſſary to correct or improve it in Practice. Of this 
Sort I beg Leave to ſuggeſt Iwo; one relating to the Spirit Dealer, the other to 


* 


-the Malter. 


tt By the Law, the Diſtiller working under the Licence had the Privilege of ſending 
bout his Spirits under his on Permit, which was reaſonable enough, becauſe no Ac- 
count being neceſſary to be taken of the Quantity of Spirits made, i; was onus 


. } Fir 


convert ſuch Permits to fraudulent Purpbſes, it would be proper to regulate the 
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in without Danger. 
LH EEE 1 1 136 3 . 
An eaſy and e ffectual Check 


for charging ny Part of the Duty, the, Diſtiller has no Motiye to incur any Riſk by 
concealing it; but it is not ſo with the Dealer, who has every Inducement to take 
Spitits from the private Smuggling Diſtiller, I ſhould therefore propoſe that when 
the Officer at the Diſtillery grants a Permit to remove Part of the Stock, he ſhall be 
obliged to ſend a Duplicate of it by Poſt, or in ſome other expeditious Way, to the 
Surveying Officer of the Dealer to whom it is permitted, ſo as to give an Opportunity 
to the Receiving Officer to ſee that the Spirits actually arrive, and that the Tranſaction 
is in other Reſpects regular. Each Officer ſhould be obliged to keep an exact 

8 2 of the Transfer, to be afterwards compared in the General Office of 


The Spirits being thus fairly trated to the Dealer, and placed to the Credit of his 

Stock, according to the preciſe Strength (although not admitting of Seizure for flight 
Variations from the Strength in the Permit) it would be highly expedient to employ 
the ſame Precaution to check the Dealer's Sales; for this Purpoſe it would neither 
be an uſeleſs nor a ſevere Regulation to order every Dealer to keep a' Book, as Tea 
Dealers are obliged to do, on one Side of which ſhould be entered every Addition to 
his Stock, and on the other all Sales by Permits, together with the daily- Account of 
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his Retail Tranſactions, ſubject to Confirmation on Oath, 
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As a farther Check on the Conſumption of ſmuggled Spirits, I would recommend 
the Infliction of Penalties much more ſevere than the Forfeiture of the Goods, on? 

, every Perſon knowingly concerned in the Fraud, from the Diſtiller to the Conſumer, 
I am fully perſuaded that this would greatly tend to prevent the Introduction of 
Spirits from the Highlands, as well as from Lowland Smuggling Stiils, which are 
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conſumed in the Lowlands in a Degree not generally ſuppoſed. 
I The imperfect Mode of collecting the Malt Tax likewife tends, as far as it goes, to 
place Diſtillers on an unequal Footing, © An Exciſeman is appointed to ſurvey 
One or ſeveral Maltſters, and to enter, in a ſeparate Account for each, the State of 
the Work at every Viſit, leaving with the Maltſter a Copy of his Survey, to be eu- 
hibited to the Superviſor if he ſhould happen to make his Round. There is no 
other Controul on the Officer than theſe occafional Vikits of his Superior, who, if the 
State of the Houſe ſhould not be matetially different from what it appears to have been 
by the Copy of the Survey left, will often be induced, rather than bring the Officer 
1htb Diſgrace, or report the Trader as fraudulent; to enter his own Survey conform- 
ably to that of the Officer, and thus Frauds may be allowed to paſs with Impunity. 
But all Officers . ſurveying Maltſters, beſides taking Account of the Operations of 
the Traders in their own proper Diſtrict, ought to be required to ciniploy'at ſeal 
One Half of their Time in ſurveying indiſcriminately the Maltſters in neighbouring 
Diſtricts, of which Surveys no Copies ought to be left, nor any Entry ol them made 


A Pf EN DIX (E 
in the Books of the proper Officers of thoſe Diviſions, but only in the Bock of the 


Trader in the ſame Day, all unacquainted with the Report of each other, the Compa- 
riſon of their Books by the Superviſor, or General Surveyor of the Diſtrict, will form 
"ſuch a Check as would render this Branch of Revenue much more productive. 


The Stock of the Maltſters ſhould likewiſe be regulated on the ſame Plan as 
that of the Dealers; and it might be of Uſe if a Day's Notice, to be entered in the 
Officer's Book, ſhould be required to be given before the Iſſue of the Permit for 
removing any Part of the Stock, e (Eun 49 0. 


Some very judicious Regulations have been ſuggeſted to the Committee, reſpect- 
ing the Advantage of employing Courſing Surveyors on Stock; of licenfing Still 
Makers, and accompanying the Stills with Permits; of creating a Circuit Court of 
Exchequer, as a more impartial Tribunal for Delinquents againſt the Revenue Laws 
than Juſtices of the Peace; and of publiſhing the Names of Licenſed Diſtillers in 6 
public a Manner, that a Landholder might without Injuſtice be made accountable for 
every unlicenſed Still on his Grounds. To theſe 1 would add a Conjecture, that per- 
haps it might be uſeful to ſubject not only the Copperimiths but Tinmen, Pewterers, 
and ſome other Workers in Metal, to a Licence, and their Workſhops to be in- 
ſpected at Pleaſure by the Exciſe ; becauſe it ſometimes happens that ſuch Tradeſ- 
men are employed to make Parts of Stills, or their Appurtenances, without being ac- 
quainted with the Uſes to which they are to be applied; none of which ſhould be 
allowed to be removed but in the Preſence of an Officer, and accompanied with a 
Permit. . as a 5 its EET 


It is-certainly an important Conſideration, that the Still ſhould be gauged with 
Accuracy before any Apparatus is ſuffered to be put withia it, and that the Duty 
ſhould be charged on the Head, and every Tube into which the Waſh or Steam 
can enter, until a proper Angle of Deſcent cuts off the Poſſibility of its being re- 
turned into the Still. 1 5 . ; OE, 1 


The Uſe of the Air Pump might likewiſe be prohibited, becauſe, although the 
Experiment does not appear to have been carried into Practice, it is certain that any 
Liquid boils ſooner in Vacuo than in the Air; but the Difference would be more 
Wee in Stills of the deep Conſtruction, which are not ſo ſpeedily heated as 


There is no Degree of Caution ſuperfluous in watching the Operations of Works 
entered for making Malt or Spirits for Exportation, becaufe, in ſuch Cafes, the 
Means of Fraud, as well as the Temptation, are conſiderable. It is a Matter of De- 
licacy to touch on the Laws that regulate the Bounty on the Exportation of Corn, 
becauſe they involve ſo many Conſiderations of National Policy; but I do not con- 
ceive the Fabric would be materially affected by prohibiting the Exportation of Malt, 
%%%% tnt. oe nor” 


Such Regulations as theſe would, without Doubt, do much to improve the Revenue 
under the Licence; but there remains an Evil of ſtill greater Magnitude, I mean the 
Highland Exemption. It might have been aſſumed, 4 priori, when a Difference of 
Duty is preſcribed by a Line drawn on the Map, that the favoured Side of the Boun- 
dary, from that Moment, has the Power of manufacturing for both. It is true, the 
Highlanders are prohibited from Smniggling into the Lowlands ; and fo are the 
Fluſhingers; but, where the Template is ſo ſtrong, it would be Ignorance of hu- 
man Nature to expect Obedience from either. VVV 
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Officer making the Survey. And as various. Officers may frequently ſurvey tie 


( 


for, it is impoſſible to go into every minute Detail of Profit or Expence; but, on a 


the Improvements that ariſe. - Such Men, together with all thoſe who diſtil with an 
imperſect Apparatus, or in Parts where a Supply of Grain, or the other grand Re. 


dlined as any Man to reſpect, when it does not degenerate into a Matter of Trade, 


_ Qualities of Soil, by Degrees of Longitude and Latitude. 
Lan be found, conſiſtently with the Protection due to the other Parts of the Country, 


che whole Highlands. 


y . but we may probably be able to form a tolerable Eſtimate. 
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The Intention of Government was good in making the Diſtin&tion; and there are, 
| vithowt Doubt, many Individuals in all Profeflions, whom Habit has ſo chained down 
to their own particular Modes of working, as to make them unable to benefit 


-quiſites are wanting, are certainly contending againſt Nature, and never can be in. 
cluded under any general Regulation, 1 believe, however, there are but few entered 
Diſtillers to whom this Deſcription can apply; and, of the Highland Tackſmen 
and, Farmers, who diſtil in private for their own Families and Neighbourhood, I mean 
to ſay nothing; becauſe, although it never can be the true Intereſt of any Man to 
unite ſeveral Trades in his own Perſon, yet there is ſomething of a primitive and 
patriarchal Appearance in this ancient Highland Cuſtom, which J am as much in- 


But thoſe Men are in no Danger of being affected by any Law ; they nave hitherto 
proceeded in their own Way, without much Regard to Survey or Licence; and they 
nil Faun while a Por or Tin Cannilter i is to be found! in the Highlands, 1 75 


But Gmilar We is not due 1 to choſe who chuſe their own Place for eredtin 
A Diſtillery, and then complain of defective Skill, and of a ſcanty Supply of Fuel and 
of Corn; ar to thoſe who become Diſtillers on Purpoſe to rake Advamage of the 
Diſproportion of Duty in the Highlands and Lowlands, Theſe are Men, many of 
whom have ſhewn ſuch Skill in the Contrivance of ingenious and illegal Machinery, 
and in extending their Market for Spirits and Grain beyond the Limits of the Law, 
that it now appears no leſs difficult to eſtimate the Capacities of Men, gems we 


Undoubtedly there are certain Diſtillers ini the Hi ghlands, upon whom an equal 3 
D. uty would be an entire Prohibition; and if any Mode of granting them Relief ü 


I declare for my own Part I heartily with-it were afforded... My only Defire is to be 
ſecured from the Smuggling from the Northern Diſtricts into the Lowlands; and, 
provided that 1s effected, I mould not grudge an abſolute e from Dar to 


If Smuggling could be ſuppreſſed, it is Sviſons that Government, by Means of the 
Licence, could determine minutely the total Conſumption of Spirits in Scotland, 
and the exact Duty which they could afford. From the Data we poſſeſs, we can 


I conceive the Aunval Conſumption of the Lowlands of Spirits, 1 to 10 over 
Hydrometer Proof, to be about. — — 3, 500,000 Gallons. 


Now each Gallon of the Capacity of a Still, as nearly as I can collect from my on 
Experience, when diligently worked Six Days in the Week, allowing for common 
Accidents and Interruptions, and alſo for the uſual Abatement on Strength and Quan- 
tity to the Spirit Dealers, can be made to yield per Annum, of Spirits of that 
Strength — — — — — 1,620 Gallons. 


Conſequeatly the Cane rien would aeg a Licence of Stills, equal 
io — — 25160 Gallons. 


On cad Gallon 145 Still, a Duty of L. 162 per Kan, would yield C. 349,920, 
which is equal to Two Shillings per Gallon of the Spirit, and is I believe the greateſt 
Amount of Duty the Conſumption can raiſe. 


In applying this Calculation to the Price at which the Spirit can afford to be ſold 


general Average of the Diſtillery, I am ſuce I approach very nearly to 15 8 _ 
actneſs, 
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aftneſs, when, under the preſent Mode of working in Scotland, I compute the Prime 
Coſt of each Gallon to the Diſtiller, including the Wear and Tear . 


, Pp 50 9 „ #: Dr „ 1 $1 EI LES 
- "Intereſt of Money, Bad Debts, Expences of Sales, Loſs cf Caſks, cc. 


with a very reaſonable Profit, amount to — he wb. 1 3 
Add the Doty, as above flat! — o 2 © 
£:9 5 10 


1 you raiſe the Coſt of che Spirit, of the Strength of 1 to 10 over Hydro- 
meter Proof, to the Diſtiller, to Five Shillings and Ten Pence per Gallon. 1 


From the moſt impartial Judgment I can poſſibly form, I do not believe that 
Whiſkey, even in the moſt favourable Circumſtances, can maintain its Ground 
againſt the Smuggling and legal Importation of Foreign Spirits, if fold by the Diſ- 
tiller at a higher Rate than Five Shillings and Six Pence per Gallon; becauſe, if the 
various Hands through which it paſſes in its Progreſs from the Diſtiller to the Con- 
ſumer be conſidered, and the Profit it muſt yield to each, it will appear greatly ta 
exceed the Price of ſmuggled Dutch Geneva, even in the preſent Time of War, 
when the Protection of our Coaſts is the moſt compleat. Therefore, if the Duty 
ſhall be ſuch as to make the Spirit exceed this Sum, the Diſtiller muſt be contented 
to make up the Difference, either by further Improvement of his Art, or by a Dimi- 
nution of his Profits. ,, , 


It will be underſtood that, in theſe Calculations, I ſpeak of a Still ſuch as is now 
generally uſed in all Scotland, on the Principle of expeditious working. I do not 
conceive it would be of material Conſequence to me or any other Diſtiller to have 
any particular Shape or Size preſcribed, but I have calculated on that of the flat 
Conſtruction, becauſe its Power is beſt aſcertained. At the ſame Time, I ſhould have 
no Objection to any particular Shape, provided the Power is accurately determined, 
and the Duty proportioned accordingly. ” n Oy Aon 


I ought now to take ſome Notice of the Objections that have been made to this 
Foe of Still; and to the Syſtem of Licence, as affording Encouragement to Rapidity 
of acki g. 463, e e ee 


I need ſcarcely advert to the Queſtion of Whole ſomeneſs as connected with the 
Celerity of the Diſtillation, becauſe it is an Idea rejected by all thoſe who have com- 
bined chemical Skill with Practice in the Buſineſs. And, as far as the Palatableneſs 
zs concerned, it is ſufficient to ſtate, that the Reputation of the Lowland Spirit has for 

leveral Years back been progreſſively riſing. Indeed, it is natural to conceive that 
the Acceleration of the Proceſs, by leading to a more intimate Knowledge of the 
Art, and requiring a more accurate Diſtribution of Labour and Care, has been ex- 
_ tremely beneficial to the Manufacture. | „„ : 


But the great Arguments againſt the Licence Still remain, namely, that it is 4 
Mode of impoſing a Duty never before adopted in any Manufacture ſubject to the 
Exciſe, and that it places ſome Diſtillers, according to their ſeveral Degrees of Skill, 
min very different Situations with regard to the Amount of Duty. — 


With regard to the firſt, it it admitted that the Plan is novel, and that it has not 
been adopted in any other Manufacture, although there are ſeveral which admit of 
being taxed in a ſimilar Way, by a Licence on ſome Utenfil employed in them. But 
Jo far from conſidering this as any Argument againſt the Licence, in a Caſe where it 


has 
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has obviouſly ſucceeded, I conceive it furniſhes a ſtrong Reaſon for trying the Expe. 
riment ſtill farther, by extending it to every other. When this Argument was em. 
ployed, ſeveral Caſes were mentioned in which the Licence would apply ſo per- 
8 that I have no Doubt but the Revenue would be vaſtly improved by the 
Change. Ss 1 on arr oats. 


As to Expedition in performing. any mechanical Proceſs, it is a Thing that the 
Generality of Men are equally capable of; and as it is altogether impoſſible to 
keep any Secrets within the Walls of a Diſtillery, ſo it is to be preſumed that the 
quickeſt known Mode of Diſtillation is practiſed univerſally, So well ſatisfied of 
this are the great Body of Lowland Diſtillers, that at a Meeting very lately held at 
Falkirk, they reſolved unanimouſly, that the Reſtoration of the Mode of Licence 
alone could render the Trade tolerable, and place them on an equal Footing. 


But thoſe are not the Arguments of the Perſons interefted in the Trade but of the 
Exciſe, who have probably obtained greater Credit for Impartiality of Judgment in 
this Caſe than is due to them. The Commiſſioners are free from any pecuniary In- 
tereſt in the Queſtion ; but the Caſe is very different with their principal Officers, 
whoſe Emoluments have ſuffered extremely by the Licence. But independently of 
this, it is difficult for-the Officer to diveſt himſelf of the Sprit du corps, which natu- 
rally feels a Diminution of Power and Conſequence in the Independence of the Dif- 
tillers, and it is eaſy to imagine how imperceptibly the Feelings of the Body at large 
— to the . ninth? TD IO Bok oops 
But it is the great and wnrivalled Virtue of the Licence Act, that it affords a So- 
lution of that moſt difficult Problem, ſo long and fo fruitleſsly ſought for, namely, 
the Means of preventing the Corruption of Exciſe Officers; or (to give it in the 
Words of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe) that “ levying the Duty by Licence 
« affords the only effectual Security againſt all Attempts on the Part of the Diſtil- 
lers to corrupt the Officers of Exciſe, as it renders the Colluſion of the inferior 
« Officers almoſt impracticable and uſeleſs.” „ 


If this ſalutary Syſtem is to be laid aſide, the Diſtillers in Scotland muſt intreat of 
the Government to reſtore them to the Situation in which they ſtood before it firſt 
took place. At that Time the enormous Extent of Smuggling, and the Rigour of 
the Survey, had compelled them to betake themſelves to the Engliſh Market, to 
which they were entitled to come on the fame Footing with any other of the King's 
Subjects. That Right was in a great Degree given up, to allay the Jealouſies and 
Contentions that ſubſiſted between the Engliſh and Scotch, on a mutual Agreement 
and Underſtanding, that the Licence ſhould be adopted in Scotland to enable the 
Scotch Diſtiller ro combat the Smuggler at Home. But if any Alteration is to be 
made in the Law, which will again drive them from their own Market, it is but 
zuſt that they ſhould be reſtored to the Situation which they renounced for a Conſi- 
deration which is to be withdrawn. This, 1 conceive, is a Right which they can 
with Confidence claim by the Act of Union of the Two Crowns, which preſcribes an 
Equality in the Duties. JJ ⁵( agen 
I cannot diſmiſs the Subject of the Licence, without calling the Attention of the 
Committee to the vain Fears of thoſe who imagine that the expeditious Modes of 
working may tend to the reducing of the Prices too far. Smuggling is the true 
Cauſe of low Prices; and if there is any Truth in what I Kong me that the 
Licence Syſtem, with reaſonable Checks, is the moſt probable Means of putting an 
End to that Species of Fraud, there can be nothing more certain than that the 
Government will have it in their Power, by regular Inſpection of the Stocks of the 
Diſtillers, when they have no longer any Inducement to conceal them, to determine, 
with the utmoſt Exactneſs, the Amount of Duty actually paid on the Spirit, and, 
1 l or moderating the Tax, to reſtrain or modify the Conſumption at 
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I cannot omit, advert 


perhaps as wholeſome a Beverage as any that can be found; 


that Part of the Inhabitants, 


will always be a formidable Check 


APPENDIX (E. 19 25697 
ing to Expreſſions; that have of late been pretty common 
among ſeveral Perſons of the higher Ranks of Life in Scotland, relating to the 
ſuppoſed Influence of the Uſe of Spirits on the Morals and Health of the People. 
For my own Part, T cannot diſcriminate between the Effects of different Sorts of 


Drunkenneſs; they are all hurtful; and I conceive it matters not whether the 


Effect is produced by Wine or Brandy, by Beer or by Whiſkey, farther than as 
reſpects the Uſe of our own Manuſactures in preference to foreign. There are 
many who abuſe all choſe Sorts of Liquor. But the Scotch are in general a ſober 
People; and the great Majority of Families who drink their native Spirit, uſe it 
with ſufficient Temperance, and generally diluted with Water, in which State it is 


* 


£ 
* 
* 


But there ſeems an Inclination amongſt ſome Men to depreſs the Diſtillery at all 


Events, as if it were a deſirable Thing to break up every regular Manufacture, and 
throw the Trade into the Hands of innumerable Adventurers. This narrow 


Policy probably ariſes, in ſeveral Caſes, from a Diſpoſition to look a little enviouſly 


on ſucceſsful Induſtry ; a thing not unfrequent in Scotland, where, although there is 


Abundance of public and private Virtue, yet it cannot be diſſembled, that there is 


occaſionally to be ſeen a Deficiency of the Liberality of Sentiment which character- 


izes the other Part of the Iſland. 1 80 1 
Thoſe, however, who rightly underſtand the Relations of Trade, will not perceive 


much Juſtice or good Policy 4n the Diſcouragement of extenſive Manufactures. No 


Manufacture ever yet produced Revenue, or roſe to Excellence, but in the Hands of 
Men who could conduct it on a large Scale, and mix Science with their Operations. 


That contracted Policy, it is to be hoped, is paſſed away, that would have ſuppreſſed 
the Saw Mill, the; Cotton Machine, and the Steam Engine, becauſe they ſeemed to 


beſtow the Monopoly of Labour on a few, while in fact they not only advanced the 
Proſperity of the Nation, but opened new Sources of Employment for thoſe whom 


oy at firſt threatened to ruin, Whereſocver an extenſive Manufacture is eſtabliſhed, 
it 


oon repairs the little temporary Evils it occaſions, by the general Impulſe it com- 


municates to Induſtry in all Directions. It is a Fact well known, that the Agriculture 


of the Country has been greatly encouraged, and the Value of the Land propor- 


tionally enhanced, by the ſteady Demand of the eſtabliſhed Diſtilleries for Grain; 


and it may ſafely be aſſerted, on the other Hand, that while the Diſtillery of the 
Highlands continves in the Hands of the Farmers, their Fields will never be well 
cultivated, nor will any Spirit of ſedate and regular Induſtry be ever excited amongſt 


. They who dread that the great Diſtillers may obtain a general Monopoly of Grain 
by the Continuance of the Licence, have therefore only io conſider, that the In- 
dependance of the Farmer is always the Conſequence of a great and regular Demand 
for Grain. And, accordingly, all my Experience has proved, that the Diſtiller, 
working againſt Time is, occaſionally. very much in the Power of the Farmer, and he 
would be fo continually but for the Reſource of Importation. That of Exportation 
to all Parts of Great Britain, together with the immenſe Conſumption of Barley in 
Scotland as an Article of Food (not to mention the Brewery) are a farther Security 
for the Farmer. Nut it is ſufficient, on this Head, to recur to the Sentiments of the 
3 themſelves, Which they have frequently, in the moſt public Manner, ex- 
Pre . AF "bes antes of JJC ĩò Ee „„ 471 at's 
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The Monopoly of the Sale of Spirits is not more probable. The Engliſh Diſtillers 
Ai if it could be imagined that Competition 


ſhould ceaſe at Home. Beſides there is, on one Hand, ne or even the 
legal Importation of F oreign Spirits, and, on the other, the occaſional Diſtiller, who, 
by not embarking his Fortune and Proſpects in the Trade, can lay it down or 
reſume it at Pleaſure, ſo as to accommodate himſelf to the Circumſtances of the 
Conſumption, But all Apprehenſions of this Kind are very viſionary, with regard to 
a Country where Diſtillation is ſo well and fo univerſally underſtood, === 
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There are ſome Topics relating to Diſtillery in general, which require ſome Ob. 
ſervations: ſuch as the Uſe of raw Grain, and of Copper Worm. 


It is no longer diſputed, that a Mixture of raw Grain is equally wholeſome as pure 
Malt, and that Scotland is the only Country in which Spirits are drawn from Malt 
alone. lt has likewiſe been aſcertained, that the raw Grain is more productive of 
Spirit than the Malt. On this Ground the late Law impoſes, with ſome Shew of 
Reaſon, the Malt Duty on raw Grain uſed in the Diſtillery. But the bad Policy 
of this Meafure will ſoon be apparent in its Effects on the Agriculture of Scotland; 
becauſe, if the Diſtiller has to pay a Duty on the Grain, it is obvious that he will only 
uſe that of the beſt Quality, unleſs the inferior Sort can be bought at a Reduction of 
Price equivalent to the Duty. In my Diſtillery I have frequently uſed Grain of ſuch 
a Quality as to be fit for no other Purpoſe ; and, in turning it to this Account, I con- 
ceived 1 did a Service to the Country; but it is obvious that I cannot uſe ſuch Grain 
when burthened with a Tax which is equal nearly to its whole Value. But the Loſs will 
fall on the Farmer and Landholder, not on the Diſtiller, to whom it will be equally 
beneficial to diſtil from Malt, the Spirit of which ſells at a Price proportionably high; 
or, if he prefers raw Barley, it will be of the fineſt Samples he can procure. © This 
Tendency of the new Law has been already viſible in Scotland, where the inferior 
Barley has fallen to unuſually low Prices; and I know that the accidental Circum- 
ſtance of the Ports of England being ſhut for the Exportation of that Grain into 
Scotland, by the Diſproportion of Price in the Two Kingdoms, was the only Cauſe 
why the Diſtillers did not avail themſelves of the Advantage they would have de- 
rived from the Uſe of Engliſh Barley in preference to their own, Fil 


I think it unneceſſary to go at Length into the Vindication of Copper Worms, 
which are now uſed almoſt univerſally in England as well as in Scotland. It is well 
known, that the poiſonous Quality of that Metal is extracted leaſt of all by great 
Heat. It is the intermittent Uſe of a Copper Veſſel, and Expoſure to rhe Air and I 
Cold that generate Verdigris. The Steam is not of an acid Quality to corrode the 1 
Metal; and if there is any real Ground of Apprehenſion, it muſt rather be from = 
the Still itſelf, when the Waſh (which is generally the Caſe in the Highlands) is ſut- 
Gd We Cc do ogy 


: As I have no Doubt but the Legiſlature, as well as the People at large, are more 
mclined to adopt liberal Sentiments with regard to the Diſtillery in proportion as it 
is better underſtood, ſo I am confident, they will more and more ſee the Wiſdom, 
of leaving the Choice of many Particulars to the Manufacturer himſelf, The Public. 
| Intereſt is ſeldom promoted by controuling a Trader in thoſe Points on which his 
own Intereſt and Experience can beſt direct him. I apply this Obſervation to the 
Situation moſt convenient for the Erection of a Diſtillery ; to the Advantages to be 
derived in a Town or in the Country, from the Grains and Refuſe ; to the reſtraining 
of Individuals as to the Extent of their Licences; to all Interference in the Choice or 
Proportion of the Materials, and to the Size of the Worm, which muſt always be in 
JJ / 


In the laſt Particular, any Reſtriction would, in many Caſes, operate as a Tax of 
the moſt partial K ind. The Grains and Dung are turned to equally good Account, 
as I know from my own Experience, in a Town ſuch as Edinburgh, as in any Part 
of the Country ; for the Dung 15 ſold at a Price equally high, and the Grains are 
uſed for the feeding of Milk Cows. Laſtly, it would be oppoſite to the Spirit of 
Commercial Regulation, to point out particular Places for the Exerciſe of a Manu- 
fucture, and ſtill more fo to limit the Manufacturer as to the Extent of his Opera- 

tions, where the full Tax impoſed is regularly paid. © pales 
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| finally, that the Laws concerning Regulations of Trade, Cuſtoms, and 


which Exception is recognized and confirmed by ſubſequent Akts J. 
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Þ N is : Pipl wh T had the Honour to lay before the Committee, 1 made an 


Allufion to the Treaty of Union between England and Scotland ; on which the 
Right e Chairman e a Wiſh, that I ſhould e . WAY 0 


25 


In the 5 Times 1 Would d gladly five eg any Diſciſtion of 15 © Quel: 
tion of Union; and I truſt, I ſhall not be ſuſpected of ſtirring it with the View of 
indireQly ſtrengthening the Claims of the Scotch Diſtillers, far leſs of any Deſire to 


make new Interpretations of that great National Settlement. 


N Argument led me to ſtate that, judging from paſt Experience, che Reſtora- 
tion of the Syſtem of Survey upon the Scotch Diltillery, would, in its Conſequences, 


actually deprive every Diſtiller in the Lowlands of any Share in the domeſtic Trade; 


and that the Law, as it now ſtands, with reſpect to the Manufacture of Spirits in 
Scotland for the Engliſh Market, would hinder him 1 e that N 
on Terms at All equal with the Engliſh Diſtiller. e 


Non Ic conceive that, if this be the Caſe, the Treaty of Union 8 * c lafs 
of Traders to Redreſs, inaſmuch as the great and prominent Feature of that me- 


morable Statute, is to remove all Diſtinctions 5 n of the 7 wo 


Countries, and to conſolidate them i into One People. 


For this End, the moſt expreſs Provilloil are made to eftabliſh * 6 « full Freedom 

* and Intercourſe of Trade and Navigation to or from any Port or Place within the 

United Kingdom *:” That all Parts of the United Kingdom ſhould “ have the 

« ſame Allowances, Encouragements, and Drawbacks, and be under the ſame Pro- 

< hibitions, Reſtrictions, and Regulations of Trade :“ That all Parts of the United 

Kingdom ſhould be liable to the ſame Exciſis upon all Exciſeable Liquors 4 1 ag 0d. | 

uch Ex- 

« ciſes as Scotland was liable to by virtue of the Treaty, mould be me fame i in 
« Scotland, from and after the Union, as in England 5.“ 


There is a ſpecific Exception, made by the Treaty, i in favour of the day Malt ; 
Liquor in Scotland, namely, the Beer ſold in Retail at Two Pence PR. Nen Fine 4 


Inſtead of further multiplying Exemptions, upon Claims ſet up, by the poorer 1 
of the . the Fourteenth Article e that ve: Sm it cannot be e 
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* that the Parliament of Great Britain will ever lay any Sort of Burthens upon the 
United Kingdom, but what they ſhall find of Neceſſity at that Time for the Pre. 
* ſervation and Good of the Whole, and with due Regard to the Circumſtances and 
« Abilities of every Part of the United Kingdom; therefore, it is agreed, that there 
© be no further Exemption inſiſted upon for any Part of the United Kingdom; but 
« that the Conſideration of any Exemptions beyond what are already agreed on in this 
Treaty, ſhall be left to the Determination of the Parliament of Great Britain.“ 


But although it was thus left to the Diſcretion of the Britiſh Parliament te favour 
à Part of the Kingdom, according to its Circumſtances and Abilities, with regard to 
the Quantum of the Duty; yet no Latitude whatever was admitted in reſpect to the 
Rule of impoling the Duty, or the Mode of collecting it. In thoſe Particulars, the 
Act of the 4th of Queen Anne, Chap. 12th (which enacted, that an Account ſhould 
be taken of the Waſh, and che Difviller charged with as much Low Wines as One 
Fourth of the Waſh uſed ſhould amount to, and with as much Spirits as Three 


4 


Fiftha of the Low Wines ſhould amount to) became the general Law of Great Britain, 
and fo continued, without any Variation, for Eighty Years. _ VVV 


Uniforimity in the Application of the Law was likewiſe provided for by the Nine- 
teenth Article, which declares © That there be a Court of Exchequer in Scotland 
s After the Union, for deciding Queſtions concerning the Revenues of Cuſtoms and 
_ * Exciſe there, having the ſame Power and Authority in ſuch Caſes, as the Court of 
ec Exchequer has in England.” And the ſubſequent Act“, which carries this Article 
into Execution, directs the new Court to be modelled exactly aſter the Manner of 
that of the Engliſh, JJ 8 
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Even with regard to the 4nount of the Duty, no Difference took place for up- 
wards of Thirty Years in relation to the Two Kingdoms. In the Year 1736, how- 
ever, an extraordinary Alarm ſeems to have been excited concerning the immoderate 
Uſe of Spirits in and about the Metropolis, which terminated in an Act f, apparently 
intended for the intire Prohibition of them amongſt the lower Orders of People. For 
it FLO an Annual Licence Duty of. Fifty Pounds on every Perſon retailing any 
Kind of Spirituous Liquors in leſs Quantities than Two Gallons, and a Duty of Twenty 
Shillings per Gallon on every Quantity ſoretailed, © . 


, A Clauſe in this Act exempts from this Duty and Licence, the © Spirits made and 
% diſtilled from Malt, and retailed and conſumed within that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, which Spirits are commonly called and known by the Name of 


« Aqua Vite in that Part of the Kingdom.” 


A few Years afterwards this Law was repealed, on the Ground that © great Diffi- 
« culties and Inconveniences have attended the putting the ſaid Act in Execution, 
and the fame hath not been found effectual to anſwer the Purpoſes thereby in- 
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By a new Lav, therefore, in 1743, the moderate Licence Duty of Twenty Shil- 
lings per Annum was charged on Retailers, and certain additional Duties were levi 
on the; Manufacturer, from which the Scotch Agua Vitæ was exerypted as before. 
Diſtillers within the Bills of Mortality were not permitted to retail, 
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Aſterwards Diſtillers were allowed to retail, on-tak ing out an Annual Licence of 
C. 59. But this became ſo great an Evil, by encreaſing the Number of petty Diſtil- 
lers, who, as the AR expreſſes it, ſuffered Spirits to be tippled in their Shops, that the 
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26 Anne, c. 26. 6 7 9. Geo. II. c. 23. 
1 16. Geo. II. c. 8, Pream. $ 20 Geo, II. e. 39. 
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24th of George II. prohibited any Diſtiller from ſelling Spirits by Retail; and in 
order to provide for the Decreaſe of the Revenne by withdrawing their Licences, an 
additional Duty was levied on the Low Wines and Spirits, with the ſame Exemptions 


Both thoſe Additions on the Engliſh Diſtillery, from which that of Scotland was 

exempted, amounted to Eleven Pence and Two Thirds of a Penny on the Gallon of 

Spirits. But they by no Means affected the Mode of Jevying the Duty, which eon- 
tinued invariably the ſame in both Countries, RE | EY 


About the Year 1778 or 1779, the principal Diſtillers in Scotland began to ſend 
Spirits to England, finding that the Smugglers at Home bad entirely occupied the 
domeſtic Market. 3 Spirits thus exported (if the Term can be applied to the 
Progreſs of Goods fröm one Part of the Kingdom to another) the Scotch Exciſe 
exacted very juſtly 115 per Gallon, which of courſe made their Duty equal to that 
paid in England. But as the Diſtillery Laws had made no Proviſion with regard 
to the Strength of the Spirits, the Scotch Exporters naturally ſent it of the higheſt 
Strength, ſo as to make the Freight and equalizing Duty fall light, 5 


The London Diſtillets, alarmed at an Encroachment on the Monopoly they had 
ſo long enjoyed, inſtantly took hold of this Circumſtance, which they repreſented as 
an unjuſt Advantage in favour of the Scotch Diſtillers, whom they charged with the 
Commiſſion of enormous Frauds, which were not leſs ſtrenuouſly recriminated by the 
"ROGER. i. 33% I %% „ 


The Act of the 24th of the King, C. 46, put an End to theſe Diſputes, by declar- 
ing againſt all Exemptions whatever. Even the local Exemption in favour of the 
Etſtate of Ferintoſh (which exiſted before the Union, and, as a private Immunity, was 
protected by that Treaty) is declared to bave © been found highly detrimental to the 
«« Revenue of Exciſe, and prejudicial to the Diſtillery in other Parts of Scotland, and 
«jr is therefore become neceſſary that the ſame ſhould be extinguiſhed and made 
void, upon a ſuitable Compenſation to the Proprietor,” The Reaſons for public 
_ Exemption appeared no longer to exiſt, and therefore the ſame Law applied to the 
whole [Nand. The Duty was ftill charged according to the Gauge of the Waſh; 
but inſtead of 15 Gallons, as before, the Diſtiller was allowed Credit for Twenty 
Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, for each Hundred Gallons of 
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Still, however, the Engliſh Diſtillers continued to inſiſt that the Scotch evaded the 
Duties; and in ſhort, the Animoſities that aroſe between thoſe Two rival Bodies 


cotch Licence Duty that would be equivalent to the Engliſh Tax, then 25. 14. 
per Gallon on the Spirit, On this Subject much Diſcuſſion took place, and there till 
| remains an authentic Document to prove, __ the Baſis of the Difference created be- 
| | 4 PR tween | 
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tween the Diltittery Lov of the T wo Countries, was founded on the mutual l Agreemet 
and Contens, L have mentioned. It is as follows: | 

« In P of Sir Willem Cuninghame, Baronet, Henry Beaufos, 1 9 and 

Philip Metcalfe, Eſquire. Meſſrs. Payne and Smith, on Behalf of the 

London Diſtillers, propoſed, that the equalizing Duties to be paid upon 

Corn Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, upon licenſed Stills at C. 1 per Gallon 

1 upon the Contents, ſhall, upon their Importation 111to England, not exceed 

& the Sum of 1.5. 10d. at the Strength of One to Ten over aca 

« Proof, and in proportion if the Strength is more or leſs. 


1. Mr. James Haig, for himſelf, and Mr. Aitchiſon,” on Behalf of him a 
„ ſeveral Scotch Diſtillers, agree to pay 13. 9.4. per Gallon. 


.« 1 be Difference of the Penny to be referred to the Houſe of Commons i in caſe 
Pos nas F/AFQES do not agree with reſpect to this Difference.” 


PO K .igned) &c. 


T his OO Oy" Wel b taken lies b at an FE Oe Period of the Seſfion of 973 2 
it was neceſſarily deferred till the following Seſſion; when, after a great deal more 
Diſcuſſion, the Parties at length · agreed, that a Licence Duty of Thirty Shillings per 


Gallon on the Contents of the Still, which was computed to be equivalent to Six 


Pence on the Gallon of the Spirit, ſhould be charged in Scotland, and in caſe of 
Importation into England, an equalizing Duty of Two Shillings per Gallon ſhould be 
farther impoſed, to correſpond with the Eaglich Tax, at that Time raiſed to 25. 64. 


"Upon this Principle of Expediency, ariſing from the Agreement of the different 


Intereſts concerned, was founded the Application of the Licence Duty to Scotland. 
It had the defired Effect, of giving the Scotch Diſtiller the Poſſeſſion of his own 
ö Market, and ĩt allayed the conſtant Je calouſies of the Engliſh. 


To purchaſe theſe Advantages, the Scoteh Diſtiller agreed to 1 las wider Re- 


gulations that ſuperſede the Articles of Union, and in a great Degree render the 


Engliſh Market inacceſſable to him. Inſtead of paying the Duty at his own Manu- 


ſacture on the Charge of Waſh, he is obliged to pay it on the Gauge of the Spirit 
Itſelf in the Engliſh Port, a Diſadvantage which every Perſon at all 5 with 


the Trade, can appreciate; and he is beſides laid under a Variety of Regulations 
and Reſtrictions, which deprive him of all Chance of competing with the Engliſh. 


Theſe Diſadvantages, with regard: to. the Engliſh Market, were voluntary, whilſt 


the Advantages of the Licence formed an Equivalent. But, if that Syſtem is to be 
taken away, or ſo changed as no longer to yield him the Advantage for which he 
agreed to the Commutation, it is certain that the Foundation of the Law, as ſtanding 
on Agreement of the Parties, is removed; and that, in Juſtice, the Parties ought to 
be placed again on their original.Ground. For it is on 2 army Convention and 


Agreement, that all Legiſlation. is, founded. 


lam fully perſuaded, that the recalling of the Licence Act will rene w all the Evil 
* which formerly drove the Scotch Diſtillers from their own Market; and in that 
' Caſe, I humbly conceive, I did not go too far in ſtating, that the Articles of the 
Union entitle chem to che Participation of the LAW, as 4 ſtands in England; or, in 
the Words of the Treaty, “ that the Laws concerning Regulation of Trade, 2 78 


[ and ſuch Exciſes to which Scotland is by virtue of this Treaty 4 ee 8 
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Memorial of Mr. Jauzs Haro, reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery. - 


: 


33 , A. | London, 6th May 1799. 
Þ the following Remarks, which I take the Liberty of laying before the Honour- 
I able the Committee, as I wiſh to avoid a Repetition of the Ideas of thoſe Gen- 
«tlemen who have already ſtated: their Opinions, and as I do not preſume to enetoach 
upon the Province of the learned Profeſſor, Dr. Jeffray, who I underſtand is about to 
preſent to the Committee an-enlarged and ſcientific View of the Subject, and whoſe 
_ Inveſtigations. and demonſtrative Details will, I have no Doubt, do that Juſtice to it 
in point of Elucidation, which a Matter of fo great and national Importance requires, 
I ſhall confine myſelf to a few Obſervations upon the Diſtillery of Scotland in 


8e ner al. 


In that Country the Proceſs of making Spirits is by infuſing Malt, with or without 
any Mixture of other Grain. The Infuſion after being cooled is fermented, when it 
becomes Ale. In many Parts of the Highlands of Scotland they uſe it as Beer, its 

principal Difference from common Ale being the Want of Hops. 5 


Upon the Diſtillation of this Ale, the vinous Spirit generated during the Fermen- 
tation is evaporated, along with ſome of the eſſential Oil of the Vegetable, combined 
with Water. This Vapour when condenſed is termed Low Wines, or Spirits of the 
firſt Extraction. The Reſiduum is the Dreg or burnt Ale, which is given to Swine 
or Cattle along with the Grains or Draſt to fatten them. This Reſiduum or Dreg 
; contains the other Parts of the Ale, conſiſting of unfermented ſaecharine Matter, 

Mucilage, acetous Acid, and Oil. The Low Wines are again diſtilled, and the Pro- 
duct is Spirit, in Scotland generally termed Whiſkey. The Reſiduum called Spent 
FPeints of this Second Proceſs, is the ; coarſe Part of the firſt Extraction, and is run 

off, being of no Uſe, Thus the Operation of diſtilling extracts from Beer or Ale the 
vinous Spirit, and thereby diſengages it from the heavy and coarſe,unfermented fac- 


4 - 


charine Matter, Mucilage, and acetous Acid. 


Ihe learned Profeſlor, in treating of the Subject, will, J have no Doubt, ſhew that 
 .... the leſs Oil any Spirit contains the purer it is, and the more wholeſome. the Spirit. 
Scotch Whiſkey contains leſs. Oil yo any other Spirit; hence the Cauſe why the 
Drinkers of Whiſkey Punch have leſs Head Ach the following Morning, than thoſe 
have hd dri any other Liquor, Joe dd i el wot 
With regard to the Rapidity of Diſtillation, I beg Leave to obſerve, that Water 
_ + boils at 212* Fah. Therm. which is termed the boiling Point, Spirit of Wine at 
. 180, Mixtures of Spirits and Water at intermediate Degrees. The boiling 
Point of every other Lad orreſponds to its Denſity or other Properties. 


Iheſe Points will, 1 am confident, be elucidated by the learned Proſeſſor, who 1 
preſume will alſo ſhew, that no Liquid, nor the Vapour ariſing from it, can be heated 
above the boiling Point in a Veſſel not confined, nor ſecluded from Communication 
. with the Atmoſphere; That in evaporating any Liquid, a certain Quantity of Heat 
ES 3 5 


<Q: * 


204 _APPENDIL (F) 
| Is abſolutely neceſſary to raiſe it into Vapour ; and that it is a Matter of no Conſe. 
quence with reſpect to the Quality of the Spirit, whether that neceſſary Quantity of 

Heat is communicated quickly or ſlowly, ſince the ſenſible Heat is never increaſed, 


In Addition to theſe Obſervations, I take the Liberty of ſtating, that quick Diſtil. 
lation is not employed in Scotland alone, but has been known on the Continent for 
ſeveral Years, and actually put in Practice in Languedoc; for Mr, Chaptal, in his 


Elements or Chemiſtry, mentions, _ 


Vol. I. P. 6. © Evaporatory Veſſels ought in general to be very wide and ſhallow, 
in order that the Diſtillation and Evaporation may be ſpeedy and œconomical. It is 
neceſſary, 1. That the Evaporatory Veſſel be not narrow at its upper Part, 2, 
That the Heat be applied to the Liquid in all Parts, and equally. 3. That the 
Column or Mals of the Liquid ſhould have little Depth, and a large Surface of 
Evaporation. It is upon theſe Principles that I. have conſtructed, in Languedoc, 
Boilers proper for diſtilling Brandy, which fave Eleven Twelfths of the Time, and 
Four Fifths of the Combuſtibles . % mg 1 


In Vol. I. P. 68, he ſays, & Several Means have been ſucceſſively propoſed for 
cealculating the higher Degrees of Heat. Mr. Leidenfroſt has proved, that the 
hotter a Metal is, the more flowly will Drops of Water evaporate from its Surface, 

and he has propoſed this Principle for the Conſtruction of Pyrometers. A Drop of 
Water in an Iron Spoon, heated to the Degree of boiling Water, evaporates in One 
Second; a ſimilar Drop poured on melted Lead, is diſſipated in 6 or 7 Seconds; and 
upon red hot Iron in 30. Mr. Zeigler, in his Specimen de Digeſtere Papini, 
has found that 89 Seconds were required to evaporate a Drop of Water at 
520 Degrees of Fahrenheit, and that One Second is ſufficient at the 3oodth De- 


1 


In Vol. I. P. 161. he alſo ſays, That the Volatilization of Water, being nothing 
more than a direct Combination of Caloric with this Liquid, the Portions of Water 
which are the moſt immediately expoſed to Heat muſt be the firſt volatilized; and 
this is daily obſerved; for it is continually ſeen, that Ebullition begins at the Part 
moſt heated; but when the Heat is applied equally at all Parts, the Ebullition is 


| From theſe Authorities it may be concluded, that thoſe who ſpoke againſt rapid 
Diſtillation, had not given a due Conſideration to the Subject, or that they meant 
the Operation was conducted ſo as to produce Empyreuma. 5 


The Empyreuma which is communicated to Spirits, ariſes from Want of Care or 
Knowledge in the Piſtiller; for this is never communicated excepting when any thick 
Subſtance is permitted to adhere to the Sides or Bottom of a Still. Twelve Years 
| . brought over from Holland Two Dutch Diſtillers, one of whom, for Ten 
Years preceding that Time, had the Superintendance of a Diſtillery at Scheidam. 
They informed me, that in Holland they had no Engines in their Stills for the 
Purpoſe of keeping the Bottom and Sides clean, and free from any thick Stuff 
that might adhete to them during the Proceſs, but that inſtead of thoſe Engines, they 
employed a Man to agitate W in the Still E to its boiling, which he 
did by Means of a long Piece of Wood, with Iron Chains at the End of it; however, 
before it boiled they were under the Neceſſity of putting on the Head, which pre- 
vented the Agitation of the Liquor being continued as ſoon as it ought to have 
been. *With ſuch an Apparatus it was not ſafe. for them to apply a ſtrong Degree of 
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I have been informed, that thoſe Dutchmen whom 1 brought over to this Coun-- 
try had, upon their Return to Holland, introduced there the Uſe of Engines 1n their 
Stills, ſimilar to thoſe employed by me. 


The learned Proſeſſor will no doubt alſo ſhew to the Committee, that Solids to 
become Liqui is muſt neceſſarily combine with a confiderable Quantity of Heat, which 
is afterwards retained in a latent State by the Liquids. I take this Opportunity of 
obſerving, that the communicating the neceſſary Quantity of Heat to raiſe Liquids 
into Vapour, may be compared to a Cotton Spinning Machine, where, by the 
Communication, of a given Power, a Hundred Spindles are moved at the ſame 
Time, but by increafing that Power, Four, Five, or Ten Thouſand may be driven, 
without any Increaſe of Velocity, In the fame Way, the Heat of any boiling Liquid 
is never raiſed above the boiling Point of that Liquid, notwithſtanding any Force of 

Fire that may be applied, when it has Communication with the Atmoſphere. On 
the contrary, if it ſhould happen that the Heat is increaſed fo as to produce Empy- 
reuma, then the Evaporation or Diſtillation will become flower, as proved by Mr. 
Leidenfroſt. * 5/5 


As much has been ſaid reſpecting the Wholeſomeneſs and Unwholeſomeneſs of 
particular Spirits, I beg Leave to ſtate, what I am perſuaded will be acknow- 
tedged by every good Chemiſt, that all Spirits are intrinfically the ſame, but are ex- 
trinſically different, according to the eſſential Oils of the Vegetables that they are 
drawn from, and with which they may be impregnated, | 8 RE 


It may not alſo be improper to obſerve, that the Whiſkey in Scotland has been 
of better Quality within theſe laſt Two Years than it ever was before, though it has 
been diſtilled with greater Rapidity in that Time than that of any former Period. At 
the BE Time it is not probable, that the Rapidity of Diſtillation will hereafter be 
increaſed i EE 


The Advantages reſulting to Agriculture from the Diſtillery are juſtly acknow- 
ledged to be great. The firſt and principal Advantage, is the ready and certain 
Market which the Farmer has for the Sale of his Produce to the Diſtillery. The 
Second, is the Dung or Manure which is generally produced in Diſtilleries by the 
feeding of Cattle, Hogs, &c. To the Country at large it is a Matter of little or no 
Moment where the Manure is made and uſed. In regard to Diſtilleries near Towns, 
it has been ſuppoſed that the Manure produced by them is not of equal Advantage 
to the Country, as that produced at a Diſtance from any Town. There is no Town 
in Scotland where Attention is not given to the Manure produced, ſince it ſells every 
where for a conſiderable Sum of Money; but it is believed that Dung ſells for more 
Money about Edinburgh, than in any other Place in Scotland. This is a Proof of 
Its Value to the Country. Farther, in ſome Places ſituated at a Diſtance from a large 
Town, it is impoſſible to uſe the Grains and Dreg to the ſame Advantage throughout 
the Year as in the Vicinity of that Town, for there the Whole of the Grains and Dreg 
are uſed or ſold, and ultimately converted into Manure 3 whereas that is not done in 
Diſtilleries that are not in the Neighbourhood of a large Town: There is a Loſs * 
therefore of Manure to the Country at large by Diſtilleries being eſtabliſhed at con- 
liderable Diſtances from large Towns. However this is a Matter of ſmall Conſe- 
quence, when compared with the Advantages of the Manufacture to the Sale of 
Grain, to the Revenue, and the ſupplying the Inhabitants with a good and whole - 
ſome Spirit, inſtead of procuring Spirits from our Enemies, and Encouraging their 
Manufactures and Commerce at the Expence of our own. 8 


Ihe only Obſervation with which I ſhall trouble the Honourable Committee re- 
 Hativeto the Exciſe Officers is, that their Fidelity would bet be preſerved by . 
| | CF. | the 
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the Duties independent of their Survey. When it is not in wr FO to. grant 
Favours, there is no Danger of their being corrupted. - 12 


As to the important Point of Diſtricts, ſuppoſing the Intermediate Diſtrid to be 
included in the Low Country Diſtrict, and the Duty in the Highland Diſtrict to be 
what may be judged neceſſary for chat Country ; there are few Places in the by 
Two Diſtricts but 'what have both their local Advantages and Diſadvantages. 
adjuſt theſe would be almoſt impoſſible. Thune the Law ſhould be general ad 
not partial. 


nu to the Uentelbrencs of f or vomalted Grain: lt is a Fact well 
known, that Grain in a bad Harveſt is ſometimes partially malted in the Field, and 
then is generally underſtood to be unfit for Food. Hence the Proceſs of malting 
does not by any Means make Barley more wholeſome than it was before ; therefore 
Spirits diſtilled from Grain without being malted, are certainly as wholeſome as thoſe 
from Grain that has been previouſly malted. Dutch Gin is chiefly made from 
unmalted Grain. 


The Duty upon diimeked: ions vſed i in the Scotch Diſtillery, is very much againſt 
the Intereſt of the Farmer, becauſe it tends to prohibit the Diſtiller from uſing any 
but what is of the beſt ans and bt for PO which has ve. the Caſe in Scot- 
land this laſt Year. | 
Fortunately for the Farmer, the laſt Harveſt has been better than ever 8 
bered; therefore that Duty has been Tn leſs felt than it would have been in a 
common Seaſon. | | 


10 f is an in undiſputed Truth, that the Diſtillery Revenue in e is very much 
injured by the illicit Manufacture of Spirits in unlicenſed Stills; and it was ſuggeſted 
with great Propriety, by the Chairman of the Committee, that the Makers of Stils 
and Worms in Scotland ſhould be placed under particular Regulations, with the 
View to prevent, ina certain Degree, this illegal Trade, ſo injurious to the Revenue, 
= alſo to the fair Trader. The following Regulations, which I take the Liberty 

to ſuggeſt, may aſſiſt in carrying ſuch a WIT Meaſure more effectually into Exe- 
cution. 


All e g Tin Smiths, WF” 1 to 1 out an 5 Licence 
previous to their making any Still, Still Head, or Worm, Their Workſhops to be 
under the loſpection of the Exciſe Oficer. 


All Stills, Still Heads; and Worms in nd, to be . and ſtamped. 
The Superviſor of every Diſtrict to keep that Regiſter, and to make Returns to the 
General Exciſe Office every Month or Quarter. | 


Every Perſon in Scotland having a Still, Still Head, or Worm, ſhall, within Six 
Weeks after pang this Law, have them regiſtered, or pay L. | 


No Still, Still Heat, or Worm, to be removed os a Certificate 3 the 
Exciſe Officer ; Penalty £, 


No Still, Still Head, or Worm to be cut down, melted, or deſtroyed, but in the 
| Preſence of an Exciſe Officer, who ſhall give a Certificate of the ſame, and enter it in 
his Wool ee | 


Every 


C 


Every Perſon to be anſwerable for any Still, Still Head, or Worm, that he may 
have in his Poſſeſſion, under the Penalty of K. 10 0 . pies beret wr 


No Copper Smith, Tin Smith, or Pewterer, to make any Still, Still Head, 
or Worm, without giving Notice in Writing to his Exciſe Officer what he is 
to make, for whom, and for what Purpoſe it is to be employed, under the 
Penaley of . 5 eh en Ad ele e e ee 


No Perſon, whether Copper Smith, Tin Smith, or Pewterer, ſhall be permitted 
to make either a Still, Still Head, or Worm, without being previouſly licenſed for 
that Purpoſe; and every ſuch Perſon, whether White Iron Smith, Pewterer, or not, 
ſhall pay the ſame for his Licence as the Copper Smith now pays. 


No Still, Still Head, or Worm, to-be landed from England, without Notice being 
given, and the ſame regiſtered by the Exciſe Officer at the Port where landed, 


The Officers of Exciſe to keep particular Accounts of all Stills, Still Heads, and 
Worms, now in Scotland, of all making, or that ſhall be made, in whoſe Poſſeſſion _ 
they now are, or to whom they may be ſent, ſo that none ſhall be made in the Coun- 
try without their knowing, and making thoſe anſwerable who ought to have them, if 
any of them are miſſing and not accounted for :—Penalty . 


No Perſon to employ a Copper Smith, Tin Smith, or Pewterer, for the Purpoſe 
of making a Still, Still Head, or Worm, but thoſe who ſhall have on the Door of his 
Houſe or Workſhop in legible Characters © Licenſed Copper Smith for Stills, &c.“ 

as the Caſe may be :—Penalty L. TS „ 


A Still, Still Head, or Worm, found in the Poſſeſſion of any Perſon not duly 
ſtamped, Six Weeks after paſſing this Law, ſhall cauſe him to forfeit the ſame, 
and /. 0 5 | 8 „„ 


Wherever Stills or Worms are, whether worked or not, they are to be Weekly 
viſited by the Exciſe Officer of the Diviſion, and not leſs than Once every Month by 
the Superviſor of the Diſtrict, 


As to the Revenue :— All Duries, if it were practicable, ſhould be impoſed fo as to 
affect all Perſons alike ; but as that is not poſſible in every Duty, then they ſhould 
always be ſo impoſed as to come as near as poſſible to that Equality. 


It may be ſtated, with almoſt compleat Certainty, that thoſe who pay any Tax are 

the beſt Judges how far its Operation is equal upon them, ſtill more ſo when the 
Tax is impoſed upon a particular Set of People, whoſe Trade or Manufacture de- 
pends upon the Tax affecting every Individual alike in that Trade, at leaſt as near 
as it is poſſible to make a Tax ſo affect any Claſs of Traders or Manufacturers; 
hence it may be juſtly concluded, that when any ſuch Traders or Manufacturers 
all generally agree that any one Mode of levying a Duty is the beſt upon the 
Whole, then the Legiſlature of any Country may reſt ſatisfied that it is the beſt 
known Mode of levying ſuch a Duty. 


I deg Leave to ſtate in particular, that the preſent Exciſe Duty in Scotland, 
of One Shilling per Gallon, is not nearly paid by many Diſtillers, nor does this 
illegal Practice put Money in their Pockets, for they ſell their Spirits propor- 
3 vl and thereby compel the fair Trader either to give up his Buſineſs 
or be ruined, | 


1 
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It is a Matter of Indifference to me in what Way the Duty is collected, provided 
that it is levied upon all alike, or as nearly ſo as it is poſſible to collect any Duty. 
If any Mode can be deviſed preferable to the Licence Syſtem, I certainly ſhould he 
for that Mode, but as I know none that is ſo equal, I therefore conſider it to be by 
far the beſt Mode for levying the Duty in Scotland; but ſhould the Honourable 

Committee think otherwiſe, 1 then, with all humble Submiſſion, do ſay, that the Le. 
giſlature ought to make Scotland liable to the ſame Exciſe upon Spirits as England, 
and that the Two Countries ſhould enjoy an equal Freedom of Trade, agreeably tg 
the Treaty of Union. — — £5 


James Haig. 
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ANSWERS by Mr. J AMES Gon box, of Xeres, to certain Queſtions reſpecting : 
the Di1sTILLATION of Spirits in Spain, tranſmitted to him by the Right 
Honourable SYLvesTER DoveLas ; dated Xeres, 13th Noy, 17998. 


x. I. the Diſtillation of Brandy from Wine, in Spain, what is the Cauſe of 
its Proceſs, from its Commencement to the Production of Spirits fit for 
drinking ? N 45 


The common Proceſs is to put in ? of the Contents of the Body of the Still of 
Wine, lute on the Head, kindle the Fire, and in about an Hour and an Half the Still 
begins to run; about 4 of the Contents of a Spirit 15 per Cent. over Hydrometer 
Proof, then declines for about 4, more to Glaſs Proof, and the Remainder of Feints 
for about 44; of the Contents. The Over Proof and Glaſs Proof are drinkable im- 


mediately, and the Feints are diſtilled over again, - 


* 


4. Is Wine only of an inferior Sort, or become unfit for drinking as Wine, 
uſed in Diſtillation? _ 335 1 | 


In Catalonia, Valencia, Caſtile, Sierra of Ronda, Condado de Niebla, and other 
Places where Wines are cheap, and the Carriage to any Sea Port Town very expen- 
five, Wines of a tolerable Quality and perfectly ſound are diſtilled ; but in other 
Places, where Wines are dear and the Conſume great, thoſe only unfit for drinking 
are uſed for Diſtillation: Lately at Xeres the Wine produced from a particular Kind 
of Grape are uſed for Diſtillation, and. produce Brandy nearly equal to the beſt 


Coniac. 


3. Is Water or any other Ingredient added to the Wine, and in what Pro- 
portion? | > 


When the Wines uſed for Diſtillation are old, heavy, or overcharged with thick 
Subſtances, and a very fine clear Spirit is wiſhed for, a Quantity of pure Spring 
Water is thrown into the Still along with the Wine; but this is only regulated by 
the Judgment of the Diſtiller, nor is it put univerſally in Practice. No other In- 
gredient is uſed in the Diſtillation of dry Brandy; but Ligueres are ſcented by dif- 
ferent Ingredients, of which conſiderable Quantities of a very inferior Sort are diſ- 
Tilled for the Conſume of the Country. 1 1 


4. What are the common Sizes, Proportions, and Forms of the Stills, 
Worms, refrigerating Veſſels, Furnaces, &c. ? 


The Stills in general Uſe, with very few Exceptions, differ very little in Shape, 
being 33 Inches Diameter by 33 Inches Height in the Sides, cylindrical from the 
Bottom to the Shoulder; the Bottom deeper about Two Inches in the Center than 


at the Sides; the Cover, from the Shoulder to the Junction with the Head, forming 
6 BB | EW Kt — | a Dome 


- 
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a Dome nearly Five Inches higher in the Center. The Head is in the Form of 2 
compreſſed Globe, and the Pipe, which connects it with the Worm, joined on one 
Side in the lower Orbit, where a Kind of Gutter or Canal is formed in the Inſide for 
the Purpoſe of conveying the condenſed Liquor to the Pipe. The Worms where 
they join the Pipe are about 2+ Inches Diameter, and taper a very little to the lower 
End, being about 15 Feet long, in Five circular Turns, like a Corkſcrew, nearly in 
the Form of the annexed Drawing. The retrigerating Veſſels are generally a Tub of 


* 3 nn 
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tom of the Still falling about a Foot under the Line of the Dome, and placed about 
Two Feet from the Ground on which the Fuel is laid, without any Grate, Aſh Hole, 
or Stopper to the Mouth of the Furnace, | 


5. How often is the Diſtillation compleated before the Brandy is conſidered 
in a State for Conſumption ? . „ 

When proper Care is taken to ſeparate the Brandy as it comes from the Still, the 
Over Proof and Glaſs Proof are in a State for Conſumption, and the Feints are 
either thrown in with the next Still full of Wine, or kept apart and rectified by 
themſelves. | - Cn 3 

The Brandy of the Firſt Diſtillation retains more of the vinous Flavor than when 
rectified a Second Time; the Wine being good, and a high Proof not being required, 
thoſe of the Firſt Diſtillation are preferre . ts 


6. Is Brandy ever made in whole, or in any, and in what Proportion from 
Grapes, without their firſt undergoing the vinous Fermentation? - , . 


No Brandy can be produced from unfermented Liquors, nor are Grapes in gheir 
natural State ever thrown into the Still, 


8 


7. What 
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W What are the Arts uſed for preventing a diſagreeable Taſte in the Brandy ? 
Is it thought neceſſary to ſeparate what firſt comes from the Still (and which in 
caſe of Diſtillation from Corn conſiſts very much of an eſſential vegetable Oil) 
which though an in Sr 158 ns in e or e 9275 bf a 


palatable F lavor ? 


15 he Shot, or the firſt Pitt that comes off from the Still, to about the 8 
of a Gallon, is put in with the Feints, more for being of a low Proof than for any 
great Quantity of eſſential Pil that it contains, or any bad Taſte it acquires, All 
che Art practiſed for preventing any diſagreeable Taſte in the Brandy, conſiſts in the 
Skill in conducting the Fermentation of the Juice of the Grape, as well as in judici- 
ouſly diluting the Wine with Water when put into the Still, that the Spirit may the 
eaſier diſengage itſelf from the Maſs of the Liquid, and a proper Management of the 
Fire during the Proceſs of the Diſtillation, that the vegetable eſſential Oils be not too 
much rarified, or the volatile Salts be not forced over in too great Quantity. For 


theſe Points no Rules can be laid down, they c. can only be acquired by Attention, 
Obſervation, and long Practice. | 


8. Are the Spirits as diſtilled from Wine clear and 3 and to what is 
the Colour generally ſeen | in Brandy to be aſcribed ? CS Op 


Spirits from the Still come out clear and tranſparent as Wand, the Colour they 
acquire is from the Tincture they extract from the Oak, of · which the Caſks are made. 
| Tas Caour 1 is har: > pen by 8 which | is Ft a Secret. 


9. How full is it del to make hs Still of the Wine or r Grape 1 and 


is there any, and what Art or Ingredient uſed to prevent its boiling over or 
running foul ? 


T he Quantity put in is 3 Four Fiſths of the Contents of the Still; and no 
Ingredient or. any other: Method is uſed to prevent it from boiling over or xr running 
foul but a | Proper Management of the Fire, 


10. Are the Stills, and their Heads and Worms made of a Copper or of r 
other and what Metal, and why ? 


The Stills in Spain are made of Copper, their Heads and Worms the ſame, and 

very few of them tinned. | 
11. What Fuel is commonly uſed? 
| Wood of all Sorts. 


| 12, How often is it uſual to run off a Still, in the Week, Day, or Hour ? 


The Stills deſcribed above, when filled with Wine, run off in about Tacks © to 


Fourteen Hours ; and when hats. Low Spirits require from Eighteen to Twenty- 
two Hours, 


o 


23. Are 
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13. ha Braids reckoned to be more fiery and vnnbolefome if diſtilleq 
ver 7s, than when made with a flow Fire 2 


WH has always been 55 by the L Dralirs and Digiler wet Brandy, that a rapid 
| Din: produces a fiery 1 of a Fn 1 e Taſte. 


* 6 


I 14. What Duy is e on e | Manufafture6f Spirits i in 1 Spas; how is it 
"70 impoſed, how corn _- how: much is it Computed to produce?” ED. 


Finance in Spain 10 0 regel that * 3 is impoMble to give any 
ſatisſactory Anſwer to this Query, In ſome Provinces, and in different Towns of 
the ſame Province, different Duties are paid on Diſtillation. At Xeres a Duty on 
Diſtillation One Eighth of the Value of the Wine diſtilled is exacted, but the Wahn 
tion of the Wine 1 1s ne way Owe” 2515 RE Ae, Teer Kügees from this, no 
* 1s my | BY nl 90-00 9-8 


15. Are there any | Spirits made in Xeres, Cadiz, © or Jag Neighbourhood of 
thoſe I. owns, from ares or other Grain ? Fj 
None from any Kind of Graf, or 58 any hor Nag l bus of the Wine 
770 from JI and Waun _ Refuſe oft the ws after OP e 


138. It there are, what is the Proceſs * which the Wan is conducted: 
Is all, or only a certain, and what Proportion of , 9 08 waltech before it 1 
brewed for the Purpoſe of ma 2 +} 16 


* 


Anſwered by the preceding, | 


17. A Gentleman of Eminence (who ſtates himſelf to have made particular 
Enquiries concerning the Diſtilleries in Spain, when he was in that Country, 
and to have obtained much authentic Information on the Subject) ſays there are 
very conſiderable Manufactures of Spirits from Grain in that Country, and that 
the Manufacturer has the Art of preparing the Eſſences of the different Wines, 
and mixing them with his Malt Spirits, ſo as to imitate exactly the Flavor of the 
different belt Sorts of Brandy.. Is this Information correct | A 


This! is an Aﬀertion which ſeems to proceed from Miſinformation, 


18, Is there any good Treatiſe, cither as a ſeparate Work or in any Collec- 
tion of the Tranſactions of any Society, deſcribing the Art and State of the Diſ- 
tillations of Spain, and can ſuch Work he caſily obtained? | 


There is no Treatiſe in Spain on Diſtillation ; this Article is treated at ſome 


Length in the Paris moore $M and in the Abbe Roſier's age of * 
ture. 
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ANSWERS to certain additional Queſtions circulated by che Com- 
mitte on the Scotch Diſtillery, nn. 


ES 


FS % 
1 


1. Can you ſay from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits diC- 
- tilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, are more 
unwholeſome, if they have been diſtilled very rapidly, and with a very ſtrong 
Fire, than when diſtilled lowly and with a gentle Heat? © © , 


2. If the Diſtillation is conducted ſkilfully in other reſpects, is it the Effect of 

a rapid Diſtillation by a ſtrong Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, or peculiar and 

diſagreeable Flavor in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than when the Diſtillation 
is performed ſlowly and with a gentle Heat? Yd ng 


From Experience and Obſervation T have found, that Spirits diſtilled from the 
ſame Materials; viz. Wine made from the Juice of the Grape, Lees of the Wine, 
Orujo, in Spaniſh (which is the Refuſe of the Grape after being preſſed) are more 
diſagreeable and fiery when diſtilled with a great Degree of Heat, than when diftilled 
by a more moderate one. As to the Unwholeſomeneſs of Spirits diſtilled by either 
Proceſs, it is not in my Power to anſwer, never having had any Opportunity to make 
Obſervations; but it appears to me, the Wholeſomeneſs or Unwholeſomeneſs of 
Spirits muſt depend principally on the Subſtances from which they are produced; 
and in proportion to this Principle, Spirits diſtilled by a ſtrong Fire will be more 
unwholeſome than if diſtilled by a moderate one, as the former will make certain 
Oils and Salts come over with the Spirit, which the latter canne. 


3. What is ſuch fiery. and diſagreeable Flavor in Spirits occaſioned by ? 
Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil or other offenſive Matters 
- coming over with the Spirits, or from any other, and what Cavſe ? © 


The fiery and difagreeable Flavor in Spirits, it'is my Opinion, are produced by an 
injudicious Fermentation, as well as by an anſkilful Method of conducting the Diftil- 
lation, and by uſing Stills of an improper Conſtruction. To elucidate thoſe Aſſer- 
tions it requires that I ſhould explain my Opinion relative to the component Principles 
of Wine, or let it be the Juice of the Grape: There are the faecharine, the tartare- 
-ous, dulcified by the vegetable Oil and Water. The component Parts of the ſaccha- 
rine are, the vitriolic Acid, dulcified by the flogiſtic Part of Sulphur; thoſe of the 
tartareous are, an alcaline Subſtance, of the fame Nature as Pot Aſh, modified by 
the vegetable Acid, ſupercombined by the vegetable Oil, and the Water is the ele- 
mentary Water, combined with a ſmall Proportion of virginal Earth. It is impoſti- 
ble to aſcertain, to any Degree of Certainty, the Ratios of theſe Principles contained 
in any given Quantity of the Liquid; but it is to be ſuppoſed that the different 
Flavors, Body, and Spirit, found in Wines, depend entirely on theſe eſſential Princi- 
ples, combined by the Fermentation they undergo. 5 

It is well known that Spirits are formed into Vapours by a much leſs Degree of 

Heat than Water, or many other Subſtances ; from hence the Principle of Diſtilla- 
tion. The judicious Method of diſtilling, is the Application to the Waſh that ade- 
quare Degree of Heat, to raiſe the Spirit into Vapour, without affecting the other 
wry 1 Parts; but as this cannot be exactly aſcertained, the nearer we approach 
this Point the better our Spirits will be. The Reverſe, or the injudicious Method 
of diſtilling, is, the Application of too great a Degree of Heat to the Waſh, which 
will not only raiſe the Spirit, with a Quantity of Water, but will likewiſe raiſe there- 
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when a longer Time is allowed for the rarified vegetable Oil and exalted volatile 


pungent and fiery Taſte. | =. 


agreeable Taſte acquired by Brandy, either in the Fermentation or Diſtillation, 


© The great Art in the Brandy Buſineſs conſiſts in conducting the Fermentation of 


while it retains any Sweetneſs, the Spirit becomes heavy, of a diſagreeable ſweetifh 
_ Taſte, and when advanced in the acetous Fermentation the Spirit returns an Acidity. 
It remains for the Judgment of the Operator to dilute his Waſh with a Quantity of 


the Superabundance of Water retains the eſſential Oils, and allows the Spirit to eſcape 
to the Surface, leſs clogged with the volatile Salts, &c. This is the only Method 


though in the firſt Diſtillation it comes over much weaker, it is in greater Abundance 


with any other volatile Parts contained therein; hence rarified vegetable eſſential 
Oil, combined with the volatile Salts, during the Fermentation, which in the State of 
Vapour form a kind of Amoniacal Soap, which more or leſs cauſes an empyreumatic 
Flavor, and a fiery pungent Taſte. This is often increaſed by the improper Conſtruc- 
tion of the Stills, which do not let out, with ſufficient Expedition to be condenſed, the 
Vapour as formed, but reſtrains it in a rarified State, and in a revolving Motion; 


Salts to form themſelves into the Amoniacal Soap or Suds, the ſole Cauſe of the 


4. Are you acquainted with the Ingredients or Proceſſes ſaid to be employed 

by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Flavor, or to com. 
municate ſome favorite Taſte? If you are, do you know in what Manner thoſe 
Ingredients or Proceſſes operate in producing thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of 
them, or of any and which of them, in the neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render 
the Spirit leſs wholeſome ? If it does, do you know any ready and eaſy Method 
of Detection where they have been employed? 


We have no Knowledge of any Ingredients uſed to diminiſh or take off the diſ. 


5. Can you ay, from your Experience and Obſervation, whether a Spirit of 
the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is leſs unwholeſome 
when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, and diluted by the 

Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, than when ſuch 

Wort and Waſh are made ſtronger, and more concentrated by the Proportion of 

Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort being much leſs ? 


the Juice of the Grape, ſo that all the ſaccharine Subſtance be compleatly converted 
into Spirit, and the Wine acquire a dry ſharp Taſte, rather encroaching on the acetous 
Fermentation when it becomes fit to be put into the Still. Should it be diſtilled 


clear Water when put into the Still, which Dilution opens the Wine conſiderably, and 


which has been found here to anſwer beſt for producing a clear well taſted Spirit, 


than if the Wine in its natural State only had been uſed. The ſame Method of Dilu- 
tion is uſed with the Brandy, when rectified a Second and Third Time. The real 


Quantity of Spirits of a certain Strength is produced nearly the ſame by the one 
Method as by the other. _ 


13. Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, Capacity, 
and Conſtruction of Fire-place, will require the leaſt, and what the greateſt 
Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to the Quantity of 
Waſh or Low Wines put into it, all other Circumſtances, as Quality of Materials, 
Strength of Waſh, Fuel, Degree of Heat, &c. being in both Caſes equal, and 

the moſt fayourable to Diſtillation ? | 


Vapour 


1 
= 


*. Vapour in Diſtillation being formed in proportion to Surface, and not in pro- 


of the Spirit; the exact Combination of theſe Principles will give the Size of the 
Stills, which may be from 2,000 to 2,300 Gallons ; but Stills of a much ſmaller Ca- 


Spirit produced, if intended for the Preparation of Wines for Exportation, is re- diſ- 
generally content themſelves with the firſt running, which is by no Means fo 


47 b CAN: 5) ib 


zon to the Quantity of Liquid, a Still conſtructed to expoſe the largeſt Surface 
— Depuof | Liquid, 5 to be leſs than Fifteen or more than Twenty Inches 
deep; the Head and Worm of a ſufficient Size to admit of all the Vapour being 
eaſily carried into the refrigerating Veſſel without being too much rarified, an Abun- 
dance of Water to keep the refrigerating Veſſel cool, and the Furnace fo conſtructed 
that the Fire may-operate equally on every Part of the Bottom, and never come into 
Contact with any Part of the Sides of the Still that is not fully covered by the Liquid 
in the Inſide, I conceive to be the beſt for Expedition, and injuring leaſt the Quality 


pacity may be conſtructed to enjoy a proportionate Advantage. 


Leres, the 13th November, 1798. 7 | 
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LETTER from St. Lucar, reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits. 


TX principal Diſtilleries of Spain are in Catalonia, but although there are ſome in 

* theſe Parts, particularly on the oppoſite Side of our River, we muſt own we 
never heard of the Spaniards diſtilling from Grain, at leaſt to any Extent ; much leſs 
have we ever ſeen them imitate exactly the Flavour of the different beſt Sorts of 
Brandy, though in place there are great Quantities of this Article brought from Ca- 
talonia, Should we be able to meet any Treatiſe that can throw any Light on the 
Subject, we ſhall not fail to procure and ſend it to you, . 


St. Lucar, November 1798. 


Appendix (G. 3.) 
ANSWERS to Queſtions reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits in Portugal; 
dated Liſbon, 1ſt December, 1798. g = 
1. * the Diſtillation of Brandy from Wine, in Portugal, the Still is charged with 
Wine nearly within Eight or Nine Inches of the Brim, and wrought off; the 


tilled, and made of a Proof that Olive Oil will fink in it; but for common Uſe they 
pure. 
2. Generally the moſt inferior Wines are uſed for diſtilling ; but good Wine ſhould 


be preferred, as it produces moſt Spirit and the cleaneſt Flavour, &c, White Wine 
gives more Spirit than Red Wine. 9 


3. Water 
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4 Water is 1 in 8 of Spirits nearly in the Proportion of an Eighth 
Part, and occaſionally with Wine Lees when groſs or glutinous, but never added 
* Wine in the Proce of Binnen. nor are other ee e uſe of. 


1 Several of the Sills, in the Neige bend of. Liſbon wore — in — ag f 
os Worms and Furnitore in the Engliſh Manner; the  Stzes arbitrary, generally 
from One Hundred and Forty to Four or Five Hundred Gallons; the Furnaces »-4 
of late on the Plan of thoſe of the Steam Engines in England. There are alſo ſome 
Stills on the Plan deſcribed in Baume's Memoire ſur les Alambics et Fourneaux 
es 2 la Diſtillation de Vins. Baan. N ee ee e 56; 


Xo Anſwered in the Firſt Article, 
6. No Spirit is or can be produced from the unfermented Juice of Grapes. 


No Art known here can make good Spirits from Wine that has a muſty 
T ate: What firſt comes over from Wine is at Times very unpalatable, and in 
ſuch Caſes ſeparated from the reſt. of the Running. In L'Art du Diſtillateur d'Eaux 
fortes, &c, par De Machy, Paris, 1773, he gives a Proceſs, confirmed by his own 
Experience, for ridding Spirits of eſſential Oils: It is by mixing Two Pounds of 
Aſhes from Vine Cuttings, with Twelve French Pints of the perfumed or aromatized 
Spirit; the firſt Half Pint of the Running is ſeparated, the Ten Pints that follory are 
compleatly inodorous, and free of eſſential Oil; the remaining 151 and a Half ben 
apart as retaining more or leſs of the original Hlevbure 0:27 £1; 


8. All Spirits come perfectly colourleſa from the Still, Age and Le them in 
"Cafks will e a Colour; ſcorched * is a er: ood Ingredient for 
that 1 9 N others are to be e in Eng FIT Wen on 
e HT CITED) AA i 1 50 (195 73 


9. Fight: or Ni ine liches 0 remain unfilled, as, ations in : the F irſt Article; 
ſomewhat more in refining, as Spirits expand more than Wine. The Fire muſt be 


regular to prevent boiling over or running foul ; when wy radar ee the 
Fire is the Remedy. „„ 


10. In Portugal Stills and their Heads are made of na the Wo of 
Pewter; among the Farmers who uſe ſmall Stills for their Lees, a Muſket Barrel 
or T'ube of Copper thruſt through a Caſk, frequently 2 2 5 the Office of Worm 
and Cooler, but the Spirit 1s uniformly bad. 


ME Bo 


„ Engliſh Coal is preferred to other Fuel; and uſed when to be had at a reaſon- 
able Price ; but generally, and in the interior Parts of 8 at a Diftance from 
Water Carriage, Wood 1 Is the common F vel. C 5 


12. Stills are ſeldom run off more than Once in Twenty-four Hours. 1 


n 3 A flow Fire makes the beſt Brandy; a violent one ſpoils the Proceſs: Lees 
ſhould be conſtantly ſtirred until they boil; the Still Head ſhould then be imme- 
once: r on and the Fire damped. ; 


14. The Munuforer of Spirits in Pet pays no Duty Greetly $ Wine, in 
the Firſt Inſtance, pays the Tythe or Tenths generally in Kind; 8 the Sub- 
ſidio Literario (for the Maintenance of public Schools) One Rea, per Canada, or 
Twelve Reas, per Almude, correſponding to 4% Pence Sterling, for 4 Gallons En- 


m_ Wine Meaſure, of the * and conſumed j in the Diſtrict or a x of 
iſbon; 
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Liſbon ; it further pays a Duty of 5Þ2co per Pipe of 30 Almudes, or 1732 Reas per 
Almude, equal to . 1. 9s. 34. Sterling. per Pipe, or 11% Pence per 41 Gallons, 
Wines from other Diſtricts, and even thoſe of the Fermo or County of Liſbon, when 
conſumed” within the-Liberties of the City, pay additionally 2 per Pipe, making in 
all 7Þ200 for 30 Almudes, or 240 Reas per Almude, equal to 16+ Pence Sterling 
per 47 Gallons ; Brandies pay: Four:Reas per Canada, or 48 Reas per Almude, equ 
to 3-44; Pence per 41 Gallons, for Subſidio Literario. Brandies diſtilled by the 
Farmers in the Termo of Liſbon, trom the Wines or Lees of their own Produce, 
and there conſumed, pay only 240 Reas per Pipe of 30 Almudes, equal to 80 Reas 
per Almude, or 57 Pence per 47 Gallons ; but if brought into the City for Conſump- 
tion they pay the ſame as Wine, 7Þ200.per 30 Almudes, equal to 16 Pence per 47 
Gallons. Wine and Brandy when exported pay the Subſidio Literario; and at Liſbon 
the Export Duty is the ſame on both, 2Þ per Pipe of 30 Almudes, equal to 11 5. 3 d. 
per 1.35 Gallons; nor is there any Diſcrimination reſpecting Brandies of different 
Strengths. The aggregate Amount of Duties on Brandy cannot be obtained, being 
blended with thoſe on Wine, and their Quantum different in the ſeveral .Provinces, 
As the beſt Approximate, the Amount of the Subſidio Literario would have furniſhed 
the Quantity of Wine produced; even in this, Succeſs has not attended the Enquiries 


15. No Spirits are made from Corn in Portugal, they are occaſionally made from 
damaged Figs and Raiſins when unfit for other Purpoſes, and this rarely. Lately in 
Algarve a Project was afloat. to make Spirits from the Carob or Locuſt Pod, but has 


16. Connected with, and anſwered in the laſt, 


; 


4 


Ul 


#5 | 1 


17. By every Enquiry from Britiſh Subjects and others refident in Spain, particu- 
larly at Barcelona, Cadiz, and St. Lucar, it appears that Corn Spirits are not manu- 
factured there, and ſcarcely known by the Natives as a Thing exiſting: Miſinſorma- 
tion muſt have led aſtray the Gentleman of Eminence Kom whom this Query 


originated, 


08. There is no ſeparate Treatiſe in the Portugueſe Language on the Subject of 
Diſtillation. In the Memorias Economicas; of the Liſbon Royal Academy of Sciences, 
Vol. III there is a Paper on the Subject of Brandies ; the Author gives the Pre- 
ference to Baume's Still; but it conveys no Information worth Notice: In the Col - 
lection there are ſeveral Effuſions of Portugueſe Patriotiſm ; amongſt others, a Diſ- 
courſe by Du. Rodrigo de Souza Coutinho, now Miniſter of the Marine and Colonies, 
in Vol. I. where he mentions the Methuen Treaty in very ſtrong Language, 


8 85 Liſbon, 1ſt December 1598, 
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Memorial of Mr. E. G. J. Cxooxsaxs, reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits, &c, 
n Holland; dated London, 26th April 1799. 


| TRANSLATED FROM TH E FRENCH. | 
1˙ order to anſwer the Queſtions relative to the Purity and Goodneſs of the Spirit 
diſtilled from Grain, 1 ſhall' chiefly confine myſelf to that which is diſtilled in 


Holland, and ſo much eſteemed in this Country on Account of its Flavour as well 


as of its Purity and Salubrity; becauſe the Nature of this Spirit, or Geneva, and the 


Method of: diſtilling it, from the firſt Beginning to the laſt Stage of Rectification, is 
better underſtood by me than the Spirit diſtilled in this Country, and the Manner of 
diſtilling it. If you conſider the Humidity of the Air in Holland, and the Influence 
which this unhealthy Air muſt naturally poſſeſs upon the Health of the Inhabitants, 
and that not only all the Phyſicians, but alſo the People at large, are convinced that 


the Spirit drawn from Grain, or Geneva, as it is there diſtilled, it drunk with Mode- 
ration, is an univerſal Preſervation againſt the Infirmities and epidemical Diſeaſes, 
which this damp Air muſt naturally produce, it cannot be a Matter of Surprize that 
the Uſe of Geneva is ſo univerſal throughout Holland, and that the Dutch Nation 
has carried the Art of diſtilling it to a Degree ot Perfection which it has not yet 


been poſſible to attain in any other Country, To form a Judgment on the benefi- 


cial Nature of this Spirit, I ſhall only quote this one Fact, averred by Daily Exan- 
ple, and which has certainly not eſcaped the Notice of Engliſh Travellers who have 
traverſed Holland, or reſided there ſome Time with a Spirit of Obſervation, viz. 
That Numbers of Perſons are found much advanced in Years, who ſince their Youth 
have made conſiderable Debauches in this Spirit, while all thoſe who commit ſimilar 
Excefſcs in Foreign Spirits ſuccumb and periſh.in the Bloom of Life; and this Ob- 
ſervation leads me naturally to this Queſtion, wherein docs that beneficial Virtue of 
the Dutch Geneva conſiſt, which it enjoys in Preference to all other Spirits? The 


Anſwer to this Queſtion mult be found in the Sort of Grain, in the good Quality of 


each Sort, in the Manner of proceeding and drawing from.it.a Spuit which is pure, 


and unmixed with any heterogeneous Matter which might impair its natural Good- 

neſs. An Explanation of theſe Points will contain, I think, the Anſwer to the prin- 
_ cjpal 2 reſpecting the Manner of improving and meliorating the Diſtilleries 
in this 5 + 2s” 1 me 


,ountry, 

I am perſectly aware, that treating on theſe. Particulars, I ſhall not be able to ex- 
lain myſelf in a Language which is not my native 3peech with that Purity and 

Þreciion which the Importance of the Subject requires; hut I ſhall endeavour to 

ſupply this Deficieney by that Veracity and .Frankneſs which may naturally be ex- 

pected from a Man who is not in the leaſt connected with the Diſtillers in this Coun- 


try, nor anywiſe perſonally intereſted in concealing or altering Facts, and who in 


this Buſinels looks out for no other Reward but the Pleaſure and Satis faction of being 
able to contribute his Mite to the public Welfare, and to the Preſervation of the 
Health of ſo many Millions of People, who may ſuffer either from. the | gnorance or 
Avarice of, the. Diſtillers, reſerving to myſelf only ſome peculiar Manipulations, 
which have no Influence on the public Welfare, and which can merely ſerve the 
private Purpoſe of. Diſtillers, who-uſe and put them in Practice. 5 29 


On entering upon this Sue I ſhall have no Occaſion to enlarge on the Qualny 
a 


of the Grain, it being univerſally known, that in order to produce a Spirit which is 
pure, and of a pleaſant Flavour, Grain muſt be uſed which is pure, and not 3 by 


9 
4 
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Wet eicher in the Field or the Granaries. I ſhall therefore confine my Obſerva- 
tions on the Species of Grain, and obſerve in this reſpect, that the Dutch Diſtillers 
are perfectly acquainted with the Manner of drawing 4 5 from the Malt of 
Barley, as well as from unmalted Barley with a Portion of Malt added to it, in tùhe 
Proportion of a Third or Fourth Part; and there are ſeveral petty Diſtillers in that 

Country, who ſtill make uſe of that Grain on account of its low Price; and in general 
the Spirit drawn from Barley is of a very pure and vinous Nature, provided always 
that the Operation be conducted in that low Manner which ſhall be developed in 
the Sequel; nor is it leſs true, that all great Diſtillers in Holland are convinced that 
Malt yields not only a purer Spirit, but alſo a greater Quantity than Raw Barley 
mixed with Malt, in the beforementioned Proportion, contrary to the general 
Opinion of the Diſtillers in this Country; and my own Experience has confirmed 
me in the above Opinion, if the Malt be perfectly well made, for a very evident 
Reaſon, The artificial Vegetation, which the Grain undergoes, diſengages the ſac- 
charine Matter, and renders it more proper to be extracted by the Water; nay, it 
augments the ſaccharine Matter contained in the Grain. To be convinced of the 
Truth of this Remark, we have only to examine the Malt from Time to Time 


during the Operation, and we ſhall find, that this Matter developes itſelf more and 


more as the Grain grows longer ; vet this Vegetation ſhould be ſtopp:d as ſoon as 
this Matter is diſengaged from the Length of the Grain, otherwiſe the ſaccharine 
Part will be loſt; and if it be ſtopped too ſoon, when this Matter has only diſen- 
itſelf from Half the Length of the Grain, as is done by ſeveral Brewers in 
Holland, all the ſaccharine Matter contained in the Grain not being diſengaged, 
it cannot be ſo eaſily diſſolved in the Water, I am convinced by ſeveral Experi- 
ments, which 1 have made myſelf on ſeveral Sorts of Malt, and in different Degrees 
of Perfection, that about a Fourth Part more Spirits is obtained from Malt, which 
is perfectly well-made, than from that in which the Vegetation has been checked 
too ſoon, or carried to Exceſs. The Manner of drying it is alſo an Article of 
equal Importance; and in general Malt dried too quick, and by an unequal Heat, 
yields not as much Spirit, nor a Spirit of as pleaſant a Taſte as Malt dried in an 
equal and flow Manner. If it be conſidered that the ſaccharine Matter of the 
Grain produces alone und - excluſively the Spirit, it will be eaſily conceived that 
Malt of Banley muſt yield more Spirit, and of a more pleaſant Taſte, in proportion 
as the ſaccharine Matter is more developed in the Malt, and rendered more proper 
to be extracted and diſſolved by Water than in unmalted or Raw Grain, where 
this Matcer is-united and combined with the other Particles of the Grain; and if 
ſome Diltillers in this Country are of Opinion that Raw Barley mixed with a certain 
Quantity of Malt produces ſomewhat more Spirit, they muſt neceſſarily have made 
their Experiments with Malt which had not attained the laſt Degree of Perfection, 
and they muſt not underſtand as well the Art of making Malt as the Brewers in 
this Country, who have carried it to the higheſt Degree of Perfection. I rather 
incline to think that the D.ſtillers in this Country prefer Raw Grain for the ſame 
Reaſon it is preferred in Holland, namely, becauſe it neither coſts ſo much 
Trouble nor Expcnce, and that the Reſult depends not on as many little Cireum- 
ſtances and Precautions, e OT FotPps ox . | 


In Holland but very ſeldom Uſe is made of Barley, notwithſtanding the Purity 
of the Spirit which it yields, as it has been found out that Barley yields but little 
Spirit compared with other Grain ; for this Reaſon other Species of Grain have 
been ſubſtituted in its Place, which yield a more conſiderable Profit, while at the 
fame Time the Spirit they give is by no Means inferior, from the Precautions at - 

. tended to in the Operation. Ht 


Wheat mixed with a Portion of Barley Malt, in the above mentioned Propor- 
tion, yields more Spirit than Barley, and of a Vinouſity and Fineneſs of Taſte, 
"7g ; | | which 
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which exceed all 'Belicf.z and the Diſtillers in Holland, who wiſh to produce 4 
very fine Geneva, make uſe of Wheat, and fell this Spirit to private Perſons, who 
deſire to have it, at Double the Price of common Geneva; 'and:1f the 'Fermenta. 
tion and; Diſtillation! be conducted with Prudence, a Spirit may be drawn from it, 
which cquals the Spirit of Wine in Vinouſity and Flavour. I have known a Dif. 
tiller in Rotterdam, who ſold his Spirit, drawn from Wheat, for true French Spirit 
.of Wines and in order to give it this Flavour, he made the Grain ferment with 
the dried Lees of Wine, which he procured from. France, inſtead of Barm, the Lees 
_ of Wine having this Advantage, that they procure a ſlow Fermentation, and as 
they contain a conſiderabie Quantity of eſſential Oil of Wine, they communicate 
to the Spirit the Flavour of the Wine from which they are taken. In Weſtphalia, 
and throughout the whole Circle of Lower Saxony, no Spirit of Wine is to be 
found anyways paſſable, although the Diſtillers follow the Proceſs obſerved in 
Holland in regard to the Compoſition, without acting upon the Principles of the 
Dutch Diſtillers with reſpect to the Fermentation and Diſtillation, excepting the 
Biſhopric of Hilderſheim and its Environs, where the Diſtillers make uie only of 
Raw Wheat mixed with a ſmall Portion of Malt; and this proves the Superiority 
of Wheat above all other Species of Grain, e 4 | 


. Notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages, Wheat is not made uſe of in Holland for 
common or general Uſe, as Experience has proved that Rye, which in ordinary 
Times is much cheaper than Wheat, gives nearly a Third more Spirit than Wheat, 
and that by the Way of Proceeding they have attained the Art of drawing from 
it a vinous and pleaſant Spirit, and in Point of Salubrity by no Means inferior 
to that drawn from: Barley or Wheat, nay, perhaps, ſuperior in this Reſpect to the 
Two others. Previouſly to my entering upon a minute Account of the Diſtilla- 1 
tion made uſe of and practiſed in Holland, I ought:to obſerve, that it muſt not Mi 
be ſuppoſed that all the Diſtillers, ſcatrered through that Country, are able to 5 
make good Spirits. | You find, on the contrary, in many Places, very bad Geneva; 
it is only the great Diſtillers in Schiedam, Welſep, Rotterdam, and in general the 
Diſtillers in the Province of Gueldres, who are capable of delivering the Spirit, 
which is ſo much ſought after and valued in Foreign Countries, while petty Diſ- 
tillers, though they follow. che ſame Method, but not to the ſame Perſection. from 
Want of a Knowledge of the Firſt Principles, and of a good Theory of the Art 
of Diſtillation-; and it is for this Reaſon that the ' Servants and Workmen, who 
were procured in this Country from the Diſtilleries in Holland, have never been 
able to ſucceed.1n producing a Spirit of the fame good Quality as their ancient 
Maſters made in Holland; and this is exactly as if a Machine employed in Ma- 
nutactories were given to a Man to make a Stuff, the Properties of which he 
does not know. The Art of Diſtillation is a Branch of Chemiſtry, and ſubject to 
the Principles and unvariable Laws of that Science, and a Perſon deſtitute of a 
Knowledge of the Firſt Principles of that Science will never attain to the deſired 
Degree of Perfection in the Diſtillation of Spirits from Corn or Grain. In Hol- 
land are alſo found unprincipled Diſtillers, who making uſe of ſpoiled Grain, have 
'Recourſe to the pernicious Additions, to cover the bad Taſte and Flavour of their 
Spirit; but fortunaiely the Palate of the People is fo accuſtomed to a pure Spirit, 
that this pernicious Geneva cannot be fald in the Interior, but is for. the moſt Part 
exported to the Two Indies, Africa, and other Countries. ee 5 


Commonly Three Sorts of Spirit are made; one which requires to be rectified 
over: Juniper Berries for the Uſe of the Interior, which is ſome Degree weaker than 
that ex ported for England; becauſe in Holland it is not uſual to mix it with Wa- 
ter, but to drink it pure; another for being exported to England, alſo rectified over 
a ſmall Quantity of Juniper Berries, but fome Degree ſtronger; and ted home 


/ 


2 


There are Two principal Proceſſes :—The major Part of the Diſtillers take a 
Quantity of Flour of Rye, ground rather groſsly, mixed with a Third or Fouth 
Part of Barley Malt, proportionate to the Size of the Tub in which the vinous Fer- 
mentation is to be effected. They begin by mixing it with cold Water; this Mix- 
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rectified to the ſame Degree of Strength, but without the Addition of Juniper Ber- 
ries, for Exportation to America, becauſe: the North Americans do not like that 


Flavour, but prefer the Spirit quite pure, without any Addition which may give a 
peculiar Taſte. I 7 . „ %%«öö?1ßE ᷑ „ 


iure is much ſtirred with the Hand to prevent the Flour from gathering 1nto Lumps, 
and that ir may be evenly divided. When this Point is attained, Water is added 
to the Maſs, which Water muſt have been heated to the Degree of the Warmth of 
human Blood ; the Whole muſt be well ſtirred, in order to divide the Grain in an 


even Manner; after which the Ferment is mixed with this Waſh, after it has been 


previouſly well diluted with a little of the Liquid. Great Attention ſhould be paid 


to the Tub being kept in a moderate Degree of Warmth, fit for the intended Fer- 


mentation, by giving the Air ſome Acceſs to the Liquid, and by preventing the Rays . 


of the Sun from falling on the Tub in Summer, and by procuring a Current of 


freſh Air for the Laboratory: The Fermentation generally begins in this Caſe Six 
Hours after ; ſhould it be ſooner, it is judged that the Fermentation will be too 


ſtrong, and Means are employed to check it: If it does not commence ſoon 


enough, proper Means are made Uſe of to accelerate it: If the Fermentation be 
well conducted, it generally terminates the Third Day, and the Liquor grows 
very tranſparent, and aſſumes an acrid Taſte, hot, and biting on the Tongue. 
When it has attained this Point, the Wort 1s well ſtirred, and the Maſh with all the 


Corn is put into the Caldron ; and hereupon they proceed to the firſt Diſtillation, Which 
is conducted very flowly. Great Attention ſhould be paid, that the Maſh be taken 
exactly at that Time before the acetous Fermentation, which deſtroys the Spirit, 
can begin, The Slowneſs of the firſt Diſtillation is a Point of the utmoſt Import- 


ance; becauſe, if you proceed rapidly, the eſſential Oil goes over with the Spirit, 
and mixes with it ſo intimately, giving it at the ſame Time an unpleafant Taſte of 
Corn, that it is impoſſible to ſeparate it from the Spirit, or to deſtroy this Taſte, 
but by pernicious Additions, hurtful to Health: Thus then the Succeſs in obtaining 
a good Spirit chiefly depends on the firſt Diſtillation, Hereupon the Liquor is 
rectified over Juniper Berries Once or Twice, according to the Sort of Spirit which 
it is intended to produce. For common Uſe one Rectitication is ſufficient ; becauſe 
if the above Precautions be attended to, the Spirit is ſufficiently mild to be drunk by 


the People, though not ſo fine, pleaſant, and delicate as that which has undergone 


ſeveral Rectifications; and the Product of theſe multiplied Rectfücations is called 
Double Geneva, and paid for accordingly. Some Diſtillers mix their Juniper Berries 


immediately with their Wort, and cauſe the Whole to ferment together; but in this 


Caſe they can only draw from it a Spirit for the Uſe of the Interior, or for Exporta- 
tion to England; for this Reaſon they are generally only made ule of at the Recti- 


hcation, In the before-mentioned Caſe and Method of operating, I would however 


recommend the Addition thereof, previous to the Fermentation, becauſe the Juniper 
Bercics by their aromatic Virtues augment the Spirit a little, if the Fernientation be 


conducted in a proper Manner, as will be ſeen in the Sequel. 


The Second Method obſerved by the beſt Diſtillers is as follows: You take the 


Malt and Rye in the given Proportion, and further ſome warm Water, heated to a 
certain Degree of Warmth; you mix the Corn, groſsly ground, with this Water, 
ſtirring and working it well, until the Whole be well mixed and evenly divided; then 
let the Waſh reſt tome Time, until the Flour has ſettled at the Bottom; hereupon 
let the liquid Matter flow into the Fermenting Tub, and re-commence the ſame 

| 4 K | 8285 Operation 
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and flow. Other Diſtillers, who obſerve the ſame Method, pour all the Water 


is well mixed, they proceed, as mentioned in the preceding Article, by drawing off 
the Liquid from the Flags, Nc. U G.. 1 | 


and hard Quality. In Holland they make uſe of the Water of the Meuſe, and 


convey it to the Laboratory of the Diſtillers. In other Places, they take the Water 


ately after a heavy Fall of Rain, by which the Water might have been muddy. 


poſed ro the immediate Action of the Fire, from communicating to the Liquor an 
empyreumatic Taſte; and it is by no Means improbable, that previouſly to the 
Fermentation, all the eſſential Oil not having been ſct at Liberty, a Part of it has 
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Grain, and only diſengages itſelf by the Aid of the Heat during the Fermentation | 
and Diſtillation ; fo that follow ing this Method, you are in Danger of cauſing a 
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Operation with another Quantity of Water poured upon the ſame Corn, and repeat 
theſe Operations until you are convinced that the Water thus drawn from the Corn 
at different Times has diſſolved the whole ſaccharine Matter contained in the 
Flovr ; put this Water into the Fermenting Tub, and as ſoon as the Warmth is 
diminiſhed ſomewhat under the T emperature of the Blood, add the Ferment. The 
Fermentation docs not begin ſo ſoon as in the Firſt Method, but is more regular 
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which they intend to make Uſe of, in order to have a well diluted, Wort, and of 
an equa] Degree of Heat, at once in a Tub, and put their Flour gently and flowly 
into this whole Maſs of Water, while one or two Perſons are quickly ſtirring the 
Flour and Liquid with Sticks made expreſsly for that Purpoſe, in order evenly to 
divide the Flour, and to prevent it ſrom gathering into Lumps. When the Whole 


This Method is not entirely to be rejected, becauſe the Water has thus a more 

free Acceſs to every Part of the Corn, and for this Reaſon can more caſily extract 
the ſaccharine Matter. After the Fermentation is finiſned, and the Liquid has be- 
come very tranſparent, and aſſumed the hot and biung Taſte, you proceed to the 
afore-mentioned flow Diſtillation, ' © 4 NF; 
In all theſe Caſes the Water for making the Wort muſt, be more heated in the 
Winter than in Summer; and when the Weather is uncommonly hot, you ſhould 
cool the Liquid with cold Water, and at the ſame Time add to it a little freſh 
Flour ; and by this Means you obtain a flow and almoſt imperceptible vinous Fer- 1 
mentation, which is a very important Point in regard to the Quality, as well as the Fs 
Quantity of Spirit. _ e, ee act d-4 4 5 5 


-* he Water which is made uſe of is alſo deſerving the utmoſt Attention, : Hard 
Water, and which is loaded with many Particles, produces leſs Spirit, and of a harſh 


keep Veſſels expreſs for that Purpoſe, which load the Water in that River, and 


of ſmall Brooks, where the Water flows over a iandy Ground, and they take Care 
to make a Proviſion of it when the Weather is {liil and calm, and not immedi- 


They who have adopted the Firſt Method are of Opinion, that by this Operation, 
and by diſtilling the whole Maſs at once, they obtain a greater AE of Spirit, 
and that they have leſs Trouble in making the Compobtion. . In this they arc, 
however, groſsly miſtaken. The great many Experiments I have made in Holland 
with either Method, and which Two Years ago I repeated in the Electorate of 
Hanover, at a Diſtiller's of my Acquaintance, have confirmed me in the Opinion, 
that by this Method no greater Quantity is obtained, and that the Spirit, ceteris 
paribus, is of a leſs pleaſant and harſher I aſte, for this evident Reaſon, that with 
the greateſt poſſible Precaution it is hardly poſſible to prevent this thick Maſs, ex- 


remained united and incorporated with the Flour, or at leaſt with the Huſks of the 


large Quantity of eſſential Oil to go over with the Spirit. This Method has alſo 
the Inconvenience attending on it, that you are obliged to leave the Caldron open 
till the Liquid begins to boil, and that in the mean Time a Man muſt en,, 
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_ 4iſtilled in this Country in Imitation of Dutch Geneva. It remains with Fhyſi- 


* 


A END == 


flir this Maſs with a Stick to prevent this thick Maſs from ſticking to the Bottom of 

the Caldron, and being burnt, until the Liquor begins to boil up; at this Time 
the greateſt Danger is over, and the Lid is put on. Thus nothing is gained in 
point of Trouble, becauſe, on obſerving the other Method, you proceed immedi- 
ately to the Diſtillation, Among the Advantages which the Dilution of the Maſh, 
together with the flow Fermentation and Diſtillation, communicates to the Spirit 


_ diſtilled in Holland, both in point of Flavour and Salubrity, muſt alſo be counted, 


that the beſt Diſtillers know how to extract from this Maſh all the Ferment, by 


which Means the Spirit is rendered more pure; becauſe the Ferment, whatever Na- 


ture it may be, contains moſt of the eſſential Oil of the Matter whence. it is taken, 
and that by this Method the greateſt Part of this Oil is taken from the Liquor before 
the Diſtillation, while at the ſame Time they derive from it the Profit, that they 
never have Occaſion to buy their Ferment from the Brewers, but on the , contrary 
ſell themſelves a conſiderable Quantity of it, after having dried the fame in the Shape 
of Loaves, in which State they preſerve it for Years, if it be kept in dry Places; 
and in this State it is much ſought after by Bakers, as well as by private Families, 
becauſe this dry Ferment, which is diluted with a little Water, never communicates 

to the Bread or Paſtry the bitter Taſte which Barm does, loaded as it is with the 
bitter Particles of the Hops, The Diſtillers, who are acquainted with this Me- 
thod, enjoy the additional Advantage, that they can continue to diſtil during the 
Summer, and at ſuch Times when Barm or Yeaſt is extremely ſcarce. The Profit 
which they obtain from this Ferment is one of the Reaſons of the low Price of the 

Dutch Geneva, compared with the Price of Spirits diſtilled in other Countries; but 
as they who are perfectly initiated in this Art keep it a Secret, I ſhall not explain 


at preſent the Manner in which they proceed, from the Motives which I have aſ- 


ſigned at the Beginning. fi ers e, one op 
And as the Dutch Diſtillers are under no Sort of Conſtraint in their Operations, 
nor have the leaſt Reaſon to hurry their Operations, they take the greateſt Care to 
clean after each Operation their Caldron, and above all their Tubs, in which the 
vinous Fermentation is effected; and they never fill them again, but after having 
thoroughly cleared them from the Ferment, which ſticks to the Sides of the Tubs 
from the laſt Fermentation, becauſe they know from Experience, that the leaſt Re- 
mains of this Matter gives the following Liquor a bad Taſte; for this Purpoſe they 
clean them with Lime Water, and never with Soap, becauſe the Cauſtic Alkali con- 


| tained in the Soap would not fail to give the Liquor an urinous Taſte, 


By all theſe Precautions they obtain a pure Spirit, without being obliged to em- 
ploy any noxious Articles, in order to deltroy the bad and offenſive Taſte, and at 
the ſame Time a wholeſome Spirit; and a Circumſtance; which can much con- 
tribute to its Salubrity, is this, that it is rectified over Juniper: Berries, which poſſeſs 
a balſamic and aromatic Virtue, It is at leaſt averred by the moſt celebrated Phy- 
ſicians both of Holland and other Countries, that the Juniper Berries poſſeſs 
great medicinal Virtue, for which Reaſon aqueous Decoctions of Juniper Berries 


are ſo frequently preſcribed by Phyſicians of acknowledged Celebrity in inveterate 


Rheumatiſms, which, after having baffled all other Remedies, are commonly cured 
by a continued Ule of theſe Decoctions; and if the] uniper Berries actually poſſeſs 
this Virtue, who can then call in queſtion the great Benefits, which the Spirit, rec- 
tified over Juniper Berries, muſt afford the Inhabitants of a cold and -humid,Coun- 
try, where the Temperature of the Air is ſo unſettled, that in the Courſe of One 
Day you experience ſeveral Changes of Heat and Cold, and where, for this Rea- 
ſon, rheumatic Complaints cannot hut be very common? I have experienced very 
generally, that Turpentine is ſubſtituted to the Juniper Berries in the Malt Spirits 


cians 
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ei 0 decide, Al Turpentine in this State, and alerts in this Quantity, mutt 
not prove highly detrimental to Health. I for my Part am at a Loſs to conceive, 
that an Article as reſinous as Turpentine (the Reſidue of which, after the Diſtilla. 
tion is Colophonium) ſhould not be highly prejudicial to Health; and I am apt to 
think, that for this Reaſon it would be certainly worth while fob Parliament to 
prohibit the Uſe of Turpentiae, and enact that Juniper Berries be ſubſtituted jn 
its Place; the more ſo, as the Subſtitution of Turpentine for the Purpoſe of imi. 
tating the Flavour of Juniper Berries, merely ariſes from the Avarice of the Dif. 
-rillers, and as Holland affords a ſtriking Proof and Example, that if the Uſe of 
7 oor Berries be not ablolutely beneficial, it cannot at leaſt be hurtful. 


As the Dutch Diſtillers are thoroughly cominced that the Succeſs of their Ope- 
rations depends on a flow Diſtillation, they take peculiar Care that their Kilns b- 
conſtructed in ſuch a Manner, that the Diſtiller has it entirely in his Power to 
abate or accelerate the Action of the Fire at every Moment where he ſhall think 
it neceſſary. It is impoſſible to fix upon a peculiar Form to ſerve in all Caſes, as 
it muſt naturally vary according to the Form of the Caldron ; but they never loſe 
Sight of the following General Rules, viz. 1ſt, That the Place which contains the 
Fire, muſt be contrived in ſuch a Manner, that the Action of the Fire operates 
equally on the whole Surface of the Bottom of the Caldron, without being concen- 
trated to One Point, where the Caldron would be burner, and unavoidably and im- 
mediately communicate to the Liquor an empyreumatic Taſte: By this equal Action 
of the Fire, the Liquor is heated in a more equal Manner, and by a. moderate Fire, 
and alſo quicker than if the Fire acted only upon One Point.—2dly, That the 
Openings of the Kilns be Iron Doors, in which are made feveral ſmall Holes or 
Windows, which can be opened and ſhut, as Occaſion may be, to accelerate or 
check the Current of Air.-—3dly, That the Funnel of the Smoke or Chimney be 
furniſhed with an Iron Plate, placed horizontally, by which the Diameter of the 
Chimney can be diminiſhed as often and as much as the Diſtiller chuſes, who by 
this Means moderates at Pleaſure the Action of the Fire, and can even ſtifle it at 


once, by aper the ede ag | in the Kiln, and the hn of the Smoke into the 
wget | 


And as the vinous Feten is a Point no leſs important, and One of the 
principal Requiſites, on which depends the Succels of the Operation, and as this 
Fermentation cannot be conducted flowly, but in a moderate Temperature of the 
Air, they take great Care that the Laboratories, in which the vinous Fermentation is 
effected, be conſtrued on theſe Principles, that the Rays of the Sun can be ſhut our, 
and prevented from acting upon the Tubs which contain the Liquor which is ſub⸗ 
jected to the Fermentation, and ſhut by Means of Windows made every where 
oppoſite to each other. In extraordinary hot Weather, a Curtent of freſn Air can be 
obtained to cool the Laboratory; and that the Floor be paved with Stones, on 
which from Time to Time freſh Water can be poured, which cools conſiderably 
the Temperature of the Atmoſphere in the Laboratory; and that in Winter it can 
be warmed by Means of One or more Iron Stoves, or, which would perhaps be 
ſtil} better, a Delft Stove, which is made uſe of in ſeveral Places in Germany, which 
are c of more equal, more moderate, and leſs ſtifting Heat. 


1 muſt not be ſuppoſed that the Diſtillers in Holland hs uſe of a ſmall Quan- 
tity of Malt, from a Perſuaſion that no Geneva can be obtained from the Flour of 
Rye, or any other Grain, without that Addition ; the contrary is the Truth; I have 
made ſeveral Experiments with Rye, without the leaſt Addition of Malt, and J have 
always obtained the ſame Quantity of Spirit, but it was never of as pleaſant a Taſte, | 
This Addition 1 1s * neceſſary in as moch as it aſſiſts the Fermentation; and 125 
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if it be uſed;;there- is no Occaſion for ſo much Ferment, and of conſequence not ſo 8 
much eſſential Oil is introduced" into the Liquor, which is the Reaſon that the 
Spirit is of a more pleaſant. Flavour, and not ſo harſh as that Which is made of 
Rye, or any other Flour. I muſt add in this Place, that the Dutch Diſtillers are 
extremely careful to make uſe only of ſuch Rye as is grown on a calcareous 
or ſandy Soil, and never employ, if they can poſſibly avoid it, any Corn produced 
by a far, clayey Ground; and this is the Reaſon why they make uſe of Rye imported 
from Pruſſia, grown on a poor Soil, and which, according to common Report, is 
dried in Kilns before it is exported, and on this account is known in Holland by 
the Name of Dried Rye; the Grain is ſmall, and very hard and dry; becauſe this 
Rye produces more Spirit, and of a ſuperior Quality to that which is drawn from 


Rye, grown on a clayey Soil, becauſe it contains leſs oily Particles. © 


| roceſs of the Dutch Diſtillers with that followed in this 
Country, it will be obvious at Firſt View why the Spirit, which is diſtilled, does 
not poſſeſs the Perfection of Dutch Geneva, either in regard to the Flavour nor 
Salubrity; and all the Queſtions to be propoſed on this Subject may be eaſily 
_ anſwered, from a mature Conſideration of the Difference of theſe Proceſſes, and 
the Prejudice entertained by many Perſons in this Country as well as in Germany, 
that no Spirit of the ſame Quality can be produced in any other Country, deſerves 
only to be laughed at. Theſe Perſons do not conſider that Geneva is a Product of 
Art, which neither depends on the Soil nor on the Climate of a Country, as Wine 
does, and that if you employ the ſame Materials, and obſerve the fame Proceſs, 
the Reſult muſt neeeſſarily be the ſame; nor is it leſs evident, that as long as the 
Diſtillation ſhall be effected on the Principles hitherto obſer ved in England, the 
Perfection of Dutch Geneva can here never he obtained. In order to obtain it, 
Government muſt neceffarily co- operate, by giving the Diftillers full Liberty to 
act and proceed according to their Knowledge and Experience; and I may hazard 
without the Jeaſt Danger to aſſert, that as long as the Duty is laid either on the Quan- 
tity of the Waſh, or on the Capacity of the Caldron, the above Aim can never be 
- attained, and the Diſtillers to avoid their Ruin, will be obliged to have Recourſe to 
pernicious Ingredients. In the former Caſe, their Intereſt prompts them to over- 1 5 
load their Liquids with too great a Quantity of Grain, which not only cauſes them | 
to ſuſtain a conſiderable Loſs of Spirit, becauſe the Water, which acts as a ſolvent 
ſaccharine Matter, can neither diſſolve nor keep in a State of Solution but a 
eertain Quantity of that Matter, and until it be ſaturated, the Reſt of that Matter 
is therefore loſt; It further reſplts from thence, that the Fermentation on which 
the Succeſs of the Operation chiefly depends, proceeds not as regularly as in re- 
_ gard to a well diluted Waſh ; and on diſtilling this thick, and as it were over ſa- 
turated Waſh, the Diſtiller introduces into his Caldron a great Quantity of olea- 
ginous Particles, and of conſequence into his Spirit more eſſential. Oil, eſpecially 
it the Diſtillation be puſhed on with Vivacity; beſides that this thick Waſh, from 
the Rapidity of the Diſtillation, is likely to communicate to the Spirit an em- 
pyreumatic Taſte, which would obſtruct its Sale if the Rectifier did not correct 
- this Fault by nö cities. 8 
In the latter Caſe, the Intereſt of the Diſtiller demands that he muſt conduct 
the Diſtillation rapidly, and with à violent Fire; the Reſult of which is, that all 
che eſſential Oil riſes with the Spirit, and that it alſo muſt contract an empyreumatic 
Taſte, It further reſults from this rapid Mode of working, that the Dittiller does 
not allow himſelf ſufficient Time entirely to empty his Caldron, or to clean it 
_ carefully, as well as the other Utenſils, which in my Judgment muſt have ® ſtrong 
5 Influence on the Salubrity of the Spirit on Account of the Verdigris, which, from 
Want of Cleanneſs, forms itſelf in the Caldron and Worm, if they are made of 


/ On comparing the 
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| Co pper ; and as the Diſtillations 3 each other in ſo rapid a Manner, the Dif. 
—_ ' Aller cannot allow the Liquor ſufficient Time to ferment lowly ; he muſt therefore 
= | wake uſe of more Ferment, which cannot but produee a bad Effect, both in re- 
=_ | gard to Flavour and Salubrity. They who aſſort, that a rapid Diſtillation has no 
1 the Taſte and Flavour of the Spirit, either try to deceive, or are 
ignorant 0 he firſt Principles of the Art of Diſtillation ; and in order to con- 
ound 5 af have ooly to aſk this Queſtion, Why are we obliged to diſtil fine 
and delicate Liquors in Balueo Marie: (a. Bath of Water) to. give them that fine 
Flavour which cauſes them to be ſo much eſteemed ? The Anſwer is, becauſe, in 
this Caſe, the Action of the Fire is not immediately directed againſt the Veſta 
which contains the Liquor, and becauſe the Heat is equal and uniform, and cannot 
be increaſed by the Vivacity of the Fire, becauſe Water, which is in a State of 
Ebullition, cannot aſſume a higher Degree of Heat, and thus the Liquors cannot 
contract any empyreumatic Taſte. If the Fire. had eee 9 che __— 
rit, theſe Precautions would certainly be ee 
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- Perſons who are of Opinion, chat a ra pid Diſtillation has no Influence upon the 
Sobre of the Spirit, are equally — 54 No one endowed with common Senſe, 
and poſſeſſed of the leaſt Knowledge of the Art of Diſtillation, can call it in Queſ. 
tion, that by a violent Fire all the efſential Oil muſt be made to riſe with the 
Spirit, and the ficry and indigeſtible Qualities of this Oil, ſo copiouſly mixed with 
this Spirit, are too well known to admit of the leaſt Doubt. They not only poſſeſs 
the Property of intoxicating quickly, and cauſing Head Ache, but alſo affect ſo 
very ſtrongly the nervous Syſtem, as to cauſe a trembling when taken in any ex. 
ceſſive Degree; and in general it may be fairly aſſerted, that adulterated Spirits poſſeſs 
the Quality, in common with bad Wine, of cauſing Head Ache and Trembling, 
when drunk in any extravagant Manner, which is not the Caſe after an Exceſs 

committed in drinking ee and pure Wine; and I rather incline: to think, that 
buy this rapid Diſtillation ſome Particles of Copper are diſengaged, and riſe and 
mix with the Spirit, becauſe the Waſh contains ſome ſmall Quantity of Acids, 
which with the Aid of an exceſſive Heat, acts upon the Metal, as all other Acid 
Solvents do upon Metals in proportion as they are aſſiſted by Heat, and this is 
erhaps the Reaſon of the e bl Colours GOTO in 1 Aale with a vio- 
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But ſuppoſing that a rapid Dinillaion cannot 1 any- ESeats urid to 
Health, per /e, it is at leaſt ſelf-evident it is exceſſively pernicious in its Conſe- 
uences, becauſe the Reftifier is abſolutely obliged to employ poiſonous Ingredients 
— the Purpoſe of deſtroying the empyreumatic and unpleaſant Taſte, which the 
eſſential oil 1 has communicated to the Liquor; and which "AY AE r7 RN 
however nen cannot by any Means effect. 6 
| . explain theſe Means, it be W to obſetve, that unprincipled 
Diſtillers, in employing theſe Means, have Two different Objects i in View; namely, 
to deſtroy the bad Taſte of the Spirit; and, ſecondly, to increaſe the Quantity of 
ſpirituous Matter, and thus to procure by thoſe Additions a greater Quantity of 
. from. a given Quenticy's of Waſh chan they could obtain by a natural Procels. 


To. attain the former ObjeRt the Diſtillers e uſe of pure Alkali Cauſtic Al- 
kali, and Glauber's Salt, which poſſeſs a peculiar Quality to abſorb the eſſential 
Oil; but on the other Hand, they communicate to the Spirit their moſt volatile 
Particles, which their great Volatility renders extremely pernicious, and allo - 

impart to the Liquor an « urinous Taſte, not leſs unpleaſant; in order 
to nee which Taſte they are obliged. co make at the L. 
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Acids, ſuch as the ſulphurous, muriatic, and nitrous Acids; others employ the 


Cryſtals of Verdigris or radical Vinegar (acetous Acid) diſtilled from Chryſtals 
of Verdigris, or from Iron or Copper Vitriol. Theſe Ingredients deſtroy, 
in ſome Meaſure, the had Taſte, without increaſing the Quantity of Spirit; for 
the Purpoſe of attaining the latter End, they have Recourſe to oleagindus Aro- 


matics in general and vegetable Oils, which poſſeſs an uncommon Power to'aug- _ 
ment the Qpantity of Spirit; but to produce this Effect they muſt be mixed with 


the Liquor before the Fermentation; for this Purpoſe they are triturated with a 
little Sugar in a Mortar, and by this Means they would conſiderably retard the 
Fermentation ; but the Ute thereof, in order to derive from them all poſſible Profit, 


; . apeculiar Mode of conducting the vinous Fermentation. When the Diſtillers 
i 


to give their Spirits a vinous Taſte, they digeſt a nitrous Acid well concen- 
trated with Alkohol for ſome Time, and diſtil it afterwards, which produces a 
dulcified nitrous Acid, and mix a little of this Acid with their Spirit, which gives 
it a Flavour reſembling that of French. Spirit ef Wine. 


Theſe are the principal Means which the Diſtillers generally make Uſe a they 
are very ſeldom employed in Holland, and by no Means neceſſary for the Intereſt 


of the Diſtiller, Their Mode of proceeding yields Spirit of a pleaſant and agreeable 


Flavour, and in great Quantity, and all the Artifices of Art can never equal the 
Taſte and Flavour which a flow Operation in every Stage and Part of the Proceſs 
naturally imparts to the Spirit. I muft ſuppoſe that theſe Practices are more common, 


if not generally reſorted to, in this Country; but as Chemiſtry furniſhes a great many 
_ ſimple Means to diſcover the Alkali and Acids in the Liquor, the Officer whom 
Government eee for the Purpoſe cannot but find it a very eaſy Tafk to detect 


the Fraud; for Example, Solutions of Bodies precipitated by Alkalis, ſuch as Vitriol 
of Iron, but chiefly Alum mixed in ſmall Quantities with a little of this Spirit, 
will immediately ſhew the Preſence of Alkalis by a Precipitate, and the Change 


which Acids produce in the Blue Colour will prove their Preſence. A Bit of Blue 
Paper put into the Spirit, a Sun Flower, TinCture or Syrup of Violets, into which 


are poured a few Drops of the Spirit, manifeſt immediately the Preſence of theſe 
Acids. Severe Puniſhments inflicted on theſe fraudulent Diſtillers, who ſacrifice to 
their Avarice the Health of their Fellow Citizens, will go a great Way in preventing 
theſe 'Frauds, and they would doubtleſs ceaſe entirely, if the Duty were laid on 
the Product of the Labour of the Diſtillers, that is on the Spirit, or to be paid 


immediately from the Malt or Corn, as is done in Bremen, where the Diſtiler 


pays the Duty at the Mill, to which he carries his Corn to be ground for the Uſe 
of his Diſtillery, and thus is exempt from all Conſtraint during the whole Courſe 
ol the Operation 7 „„ Fc Lohr 


The only Point which I have yet to conſider is, whether there does not exiſt a Me. 
thod to accelerate conſiderably the Diſtillation without running any Danger of expe- 
riencing theſe bad Effects. To this I cannor but anſwer in the Affirmative: You have 
only to ſubſtitute flat Caldrons in the room of cylindric ones; their Diameter muſt 
be larger, and they muſt have a concave Bottom. I have made ſeveral Experiments 

with a Caldron conſtructed in this Manner, and the Reſult was always a purer 
Spirit, and in a greater Quantity, with a Saving of Ten Twelfths of Fuel. The 
Reaſon is this, that a large Surface of Liquor being expoſcd to Hear, the Liquor is 
heated in a more ſpeedy and even Manner in all its Parts by a leſs briſk and ſtrong 
Fire, and evaporates with uncommon Rapidity, and can neither contract an empyreu- 
matic Taſte, nor can much eſſential Oil riſe and mix with the Spirit, as the Power 


of the Fire muſt be greatly inferior to that which is employed under a common 


Cylinder, where the lower Parts of the Liquor experience a violent Fire before the 
higher Parts are ſufficiently heated, and wherein the Liquor continues a longer 


Fg — 


* 


Time enpoſed to the A gion of the Fire, ip proportion as the Evaporation proceed 


more flowly.; and this Diminution of Heat is perhaps the Reaſon why more Spirit 
is obtained, becauſe ſome Part of the fineſt Spirit cannot fail to evaporate when the 
Diſtillation muſt be puſhed on by a briſker Fire; but in this Caſe it is unavoidably 
neceſſary that the Kiln be conſtructed on the Principles ahove deſcribed. For the 
ſame Reaſons it is obvious, that it is very profitable to effect the Diſtillation in 
. ſmall Caldrons, eſpecially if they are of the common cylindric Form, both in regard 


to the Quantity and an ſp of the Spirit, and alſo with reſpect to the Fuel, you will | 
o good a Spirit, and the. ſame Quantity, in a Caldron of 


not ſor Inſtance, draw, | 
80 Gallons, as in Two of 40 each; the latter will be emptied. Twice, and oftener, 
in the ſame Time, which is neceſſary to empty the large Caldron Once, and with 
| lefs Fuel, and thus the Produce of theſe Two ſmall Caldrons will be double of that 


of a large one in a given Time, | Before I conclude I muſt make this Obſerya. 


tion, that it is extremely eaſy to make the Spirit apprar leſs ſtrong at the Proof with 
the Hydrometer. All Bodies which are eaſily diſſolved in Spirits, and augment their 
| Tpecific Gravity, produce that Effect, and the ſulphurous Acid poſſeſſes this Property 
in a peculiar Degree. Before you ſubject the Spirit to the Proof with the Hydro- 
meter, you ſhould endeavour to diſcover the Preſence. of this Acid by the Proofs 
above-mentioned ; and every Diſtiller of fine Liquors knows perfectly well, that as 
ſoon as he mixes a little Sugar with his Liquor to ſweeten it, the Hydrometer loſes 
its Effect; but it is extremely difficult to make it appear ſtronger than it actually is 
at the Proof with the Hydrometer, This End cannot be attained but by mixing it 
with Bodies of leſs ſpecific Gravity, ſuch as ther, which, on Account of its high 


Price, will not be made Uſe of. I ſay at the Proof with the Hydrometer, for this 


is widely different from the Glaſs Proof, becauſe on mixing a little Oil with Spirit 
ſo much diluted by Water that no more Bubbles appear, they may be immediately 
made to re- appear. The petty Innkeepers. in Holland are extremely expert in this 
Trick; they commonly employ Oil of Olives, Poppies, Nuts, or Almonds, and in 


general all Sorts of Oils, which do not give the Spirit a bad Taſte, Theſe Frauds 


are diſcovered by diluting theſe Spirits with a great Quantity of Water, when the Oil 


immediately appears on the Surface of the Liquid. Before I canclude, I ſhall here 


touch upon the Queſtion, whether the Reſidue of the Diſtillation can ſerve to nouriſh 
and fatten Cattle? On analyſing Corn, we find that ic conſiſts of an earthy or mu- 
cilaginous and a ſaccharine Matter, and of Oil add Salt. If we further conſider 


what I have already frequently mentioned, that it is the ſaccharine Matter which 


excluſiyely yields the Brandy, and that the mucilaginous and earthy Matter, toge- 


ther with. the Salt, remain untouched: in the Reſidue, it will not be doubted, that 
with, the Salt cannot but be very nouriſhing. Experience has proved 


this Mucilage with, 
in Holland that this Reſidue, which is there called Togſol-drant, poſſeſſes very nu- 


tritious Virtues. The Number of Pigs which the Diſtillers yearly draw from Weſt- | 


phalia exceeding all Belief; they are fattened in a very ſhort, Time for the Ule of 
the Navy and Merchants, who employ on board Ships for the Subſiſtence of th 


Seamen who. are not ſupplied there with Beef as they are in this-Kingdom, which 
other Diſtillers fatten with, this Reſidue, Bullocks and Cows; and it is a Circum- 


ſtance, worthy of Notice, that Cows. fed with this Reſidue give a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of Milk. It is thus that the Dutch, Diſtiller draws ſame Profit from every 
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Thing; nothing is loſt for him, and this Economy is in general the Cauſe of the 
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JETTER from Mr. E. G. J. Crooxns, reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits 


oat 


| | | | HE TIS 7 8 Bremen, 3d June, 1799. : 
as ae e amid, a: VCC 
Hf HAVE had the Honour of receiving your Letter of the 27th of May. I was 
contrary to my Ideas, and ſo diametrically oppoſite to my Meaning. It muſt be, that 


a rapid Diſtillation, occa/ioned by a ſtrong Fire, I propoſed this Queſtion ; “ If there 
« did not exiſt ſome Means of accelerating Diſtillation, without any Riſk of bad 
« Conſequence (namely thoſe which reſult from violent Hear ?”) I anſwer affir- 
matively ; and I make thoſe Means conſiſt in ſubſtituting flat Boilers, much wider 
than deep, with concave Bottoms on the Outſide, for the common Cylinder which 
I have ſeen in London; and I give for my Reaſon, that they extract a Spirit of a 
better Quality, and in a larger Quantity. N. B. Becauſe, in preſenting a greater 
Quantity of Liquor on the Surface to the Action of the Fire, it is evaporated faſter , 
by a flower Fire, and it is to the Diminution of Heat that I attribute the better Quality 
of the Spirit; and as a convincing Proof that in the Uſe of the flat Boiler I had re- 


the Furnace ought to be abſolutely conſtructed upon the Rules which rere before laid down ; 
namely, that the Diſtiller may have it in his Power to regulate the Fire as he choſes. 


much more neceſſary .than if they diſtilled in a common Cylinder, the Action of the 
Fire being much quicker upon. a Column or Maſs of Liquor which is not deep, than 
upon one of a greater Depth; to be convinced of this Reaſon, it is neceſſary to know, 
that it is owned by all Philoſophers, that if we heat a Column held in any Sort of 
Veſſel, the Liquor which is at the Bottom of this Veſſel, receiving the firſt Impreſ- 
ſion of the Fire, becomes lighter by extending itſelf, riſes and occupies the higheſt 
Space of the Veſſel, by the invariable Rules of Gravitation, where it becomes ex- 
tended more and more, and aſcends in Steam. This riſing ought to be continued till 
all the Liquor has received the ſame Degree of Heat, and is evaporated. Thus a 


= 
i 


gree as a lower Column will be affected upon, which the ſame Fire acts inſtantaneouſly 
in every Part; and this is the Reaſon why the Viſtiller ought to be able to moderate 
the Fire at once, by diminiſhing the Aperture-of the Chimney, and as ſoon as he 
perceives that the Liquid contained in a flat Boiler exceeds the Term of a low boit- 
ing, for this Term ought never to be exceeded, if we wiſh to make a good and ge- 
nuine Spirit, and not burnt ; therefore the Members of the Committee have judged 
very well, that:the Advantage conſiſts in preſenting to the Aion of the Fire a moie 


augmenting the Heat of the Fire, but on the contrary diminiſhing it; and thus a ra- 


with a violent Heat. I have ſupported, that they ſave a conſiderable Portion of Fuel 
by uſing a flat Boiler; — There are Two principal Reaſons for that; namely, that we 
may evaporate ſeveral Times the ſame Quantity of Liquor contained in a ſhallow 
empty a deep Veſſel containing the ſame Quantity of Liquor with which a flat one 
2s filled: The Second Reaſon is, that in uſing a concave Bottom on the Outſide of 
the Veſſel, we not only encreaſe the Surface, but uſe a ſmall Fire up to the Middle of 
the Boiler. The Flame aſcends to the moſt elevated Part of the Concavity, there it 
is reverberated and equally diſtributed in its A ar; and for this Reaſon, the Bot- 

| 4 | tom 


ſurprized to find, that any one ſhould draw a Concluſion from my Diſſertation, ſo 


they did not obſerve, that after I had explained the Diſadvantages which ariſe from 


commended a moderate Fire, it muſt be remembered that I have ſaid, that in this Caſe + 


Thus, Sir, ſo far from contradicting my Principles, I had recommended more ſerioufly - 
the Diſtillation with the flat Boiler, and it is eafily perceived, that in this Caſe it is 
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great momentary Blaze cannot affect a very high Column of Liquor in the ſame De- 


extenſive Surface, to draw the Spirit in greater Quantities in a given Time, without 


pid Diſtillation is not pernicious of itſelf, but only becauſe they extravagantly puſh it 


Veſſel in the ſame Time, and with the fame Quantity of Fire, that we ſhould uſe to 
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tom of the Boiler is equally affected in all its Parts by the Action of a flow Five, 
which cannot be obtained under a flat Bottom, where the Fire muſt occupy the Size 


N of the Furnace to have this Effect; and we cannot doubt the Advantage of a flat 
| Boiler over a Cylinder, if we conſider that in the Diſtillation in a common Cylinder 
: containing 252 Gallons, they certainly could not empty it more than Four Times in 


24 Hours, ſuppoſing that they proceed with a flow Fire, which does not ſurpaſs the 
Term of a flow boiling, and that they clean the Boiler and Worm Once in the 24 
Hours, which is very neceſſary ; whilſt they might empty in the ſame Time, and 
with the ſame Fuel, a flat Boiler not very deep, at leaſt Ten or Eleven Times (the 
Neck of which ought not to be narrow) and containing the ſame Quantity of Li- 
quor ; that is to ſay, 252 Gallons, and which they might clean Twice in the 24 
ours. I made this Calculation on the Suppoſition of a flow Proceſs, for with a 
violent Fire they would certainly treble the Operation in the Time given in both 
Caſes.—I ought to add here, that I have hazarded a Conjecture, that the Acid con- 
tained in the Liquor, aſſiſted by the Action of ſo violent a Fire as they uſe in Scot- 
land, might diflolve a Part of the Copper of the Boiler or of the Worm, which 
_ cauſes the blue Colour which is ſometimes obſerved in Spirits diſtilled with a ſtrong 
Fire,—On my Return to Bremen, I wiſhed to convince myſelf. if my Conjectures were 
well founded or not; for this Purpoſe, I poured into a ſmall Boiler at a Diftiller's of 
my Acquaintance, Four Gallons of Spirits made by him; I then proceeded to the 
Rectification, after having added to it a Gallon of clear Water, with the moſt violent 
Fire poſſible kept up by Charcoal. The Spirit thus rectified had a burnt or ſharp 
Taſte, and a blue white Colour, and appeared to me ſo ſuſpicious, that I tried the Li- 
quor by fixed and volatile Alkalis, and even by Lime. I found that it contained a ſmall 
th of Copper; to be ſure that this Copper was not in the Spirit before, I took a 
ſmall Portion of it from the ſame Caſk from which I drew the rectified Spirit ;—1 
ſubmitted it to the ſame Experiment, without being able to diſcover the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Copper. Thus I am ſure that the Degree of Copper in the rectified Spirit, 
had been drawn out by the Violence of the Fire; and I do not doubt but if the Com- 
mittee will order theſe Experiments to be made by a good Chemiſt, upon Spirits diſ- 
tilled in Scotland by ſo violent a Fire, the Reſult: would be the ſame, if not always, 
at leaſt very often; and it is then that we ſhould be convinced how much the Health 
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of the People is injured by ſuch a Proceedingg. 
3 . Ir, #5145 L336 
humble Servant, 


| (Signed) E. C. J. Crookeens. 


Appendix (G. 6.) e e ah 


LETTER from Mr. E. G. J. Czooxzzns, reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits 
TS: in Holland; dated Bremen, 13th June, 1799. | 


2 a 4 97 7 | a | Bremen, 13th June, 1799. 
THE Day after I had ſent away my Letter, containing Anſwers to the Queſtions 
in yours of the 27th of May, I was honoured with yours of the 1ſt of June ;—and I 
haſten to Anſwer the Queſtions which the Chairman of the Committee of Parlia- 
liament does me the Honour of ſubmitting to my Opinion. The firſt Enquiry: is, if 
J know the Method employed by the Scotch Diſtillers of diſcharging the Still in a 
few Minutes, and likewiſe the Kind of Still that has been uſed lately, and moreover 
i I thiak this Mode of Operation can any way affect the Salubrity and Goodneſs of 
EE : 


* 


4 PEN DIxX (0. 6.) 


7 wich reſpect to the firſt Article, I muſt acknowledge that I do not know the Man- 
ner of diſtilling in Scotland, otherwiſe than by the printed Reports of the Scotch 
Diſtillers, Officers of the Exciſe, Queſtions and other printed Papers which were com- 
municated to me during the laſt Days of my Stay in London, and in which I ſaw the 
Drawings of ſeveral flat Stills that were lately made uſe of in Scotland to diſtil with 
à ſurprizing Rapidity. Thus the Judgment I have formed of theſe Operations, and 
the Conclulions I draw, can be confidered as well founded only inaſmuch as 'theſe 
printed Papers (which with regard to other Articles contain a great many Contra- 
dictions) give a juſt Detail of the Manner of Operation, and of the Conſtruction of 
the Stills employed for this Effect, and actually now in uſe ; and it is on this Sup- 
ſition that I maintain, that the Spirit diſtilled in this Manner mult neceſſarily be ofa 
rnicious Quality, and of a Flavour diſagreeable, acrid, and empyreumatic; and 
although I have recommended the flat Stills with a concave Bottom, I never ap- 
proved of the Models of the flat Stills deſcribed in theſe Reports, in which this Flat- 
neſs is certainly carried to Exceſs. A flow Ebullition, by which alone we can pro- 
duce a Spirit of a good Quality, cannot take place in ſuch a Machine. Its Operations 
are like the Evaporations of a Drop of Water thrown upon a red hot Metal Plate. 
It is neceſſary that the Still which I recommend ſnould be exactly between the com- 
mon Cylinder and the flat Still which they make uſe of in Scotland; ſo that in 
preſenting a great Surface of Liquid to the Action of a moderate Fire, we do not 
forget that the Column of Liquid ought to have ſufficient Depth to be kept in a 
flow and gentle Ebullition. I will with Pleaſure give a Deſcription and Drawing of 
a Still conſtrued upon my Principles; but I fear to do it, not ſo much upon the 
Conſideration that in publiſhing this Model I hurt myſelf, the common Enemy hav- 
ing robbed me of all the Means, and even the Hopes of being able to work for my 
- own Profit; but principally for this Reaſon, that ſuch a Caldron is totally different 
2 from the Stills and Worms made uſe of in England; and thus I foreſee my Plan 
would meet with formidable Oppoſition from the Engliſh Diſtillers, whoſe Prejudices, 
eſtabliſhed by long' Habir, cannot be conquered by the moſt ſolid Arguments, and 
who will be convinced by nothing but real Experiments: And as I certainly have not 
the Vanity to think that the Committee, without having ſeen thoſe Experiments, 
could place more Confidence in me than in many of the Diſtillers, it neceſlarily fol- 
| lows that the Doubts which the Committee feel in conſequence of having examined 
the many contradictory Reports which I read in London, would be ſtill encreaſed. 
It is for this Reaſon that I think it would be better to paſs over this Article in ſilence, 
and to leave to the Diſtillers the free Choice of the Conſtruction of their Stills, as they 
will certainly ſucceed in making an excellent Spirit by following, in all their Proceſs, 
the Rules and Principles which I explained in my Diſſertation, without taking No- 
tice of the Cylinder or flat Stills, provided they be not carried too far, though the 
Spirit of ſome will ſurpaſs the Spirit or Geneya of others, as well in regard to the 
Flavour as to the Quantity drawn from the ſame Proportion of Corn, according to 
the Genius and Knowledge of the Diſtillers, and the Accuracy with which every Part 
of their Buſineſs is conducted. I think that the rapid Manner of diſtilling in Scotland, 9 
with Stills ſo exceſſively flat, is the worſt that can be practiſed in regard to the Salu- _ 
brity of the Spirit. To prove it, I have only to adduce Two Facts, which cannot : 
be contradicted by any Chemiſt or Diſtiller ever ſo little informed, The Firſt is, that 
the Mixture from which the Spirit of Corn is diſtilled, contains a Principle of eſſen- 
tial Oil. This Oil, though ſomewhat volatile, is united in the Liquid to the Vege- 
table, Acid, and Mucilage which hold it in Confinement, until a violent Fire diſen- 
gage it. Then, on account of its Volubility and Affinity with the Spirits, it raiſes and 
paſſes with the latter. To prevent which, and to retain it in the Reſidue, it is ne- 
ceſſary that the Fire ſhould be ſo moderate as not to occaſion or facilitate the Sepa- 
ration of the Oil from the Two Principles mentioned before, and that it only occa- 
fon the Spirit to riſe, which although perhaps not much lighter, ſeem however more 
diſengaged, and ſet more at Liberty by the vinous Fermentation than the eſſential | vn 
Oil. The Second is, that all the eſſential or volatile Oils are extremely fiery, acrid, = 
. FE | | | | and | J 
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Schiedam Geneva, and which was preferred by all the Conndiſſcurs, 
been obliged to work with the bad Utenſils of this Diſtiller. | 
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and even cauſtic and corrofive ; and it is by their cauſtic and corroſive Qualiiy 
that they are diſtinguiſhed from the fixed or expreſſed Oils, which are oft 
The eſſential Oils give Proof of this Quality, becauſe they redden blue Pa. 

, and thus e to the Nature of Acids. If therefore no Doubt can 


entertained of thoſe Qualities, how is it poſſible to doubt of the pernicious 
Quality of a Spirit, with which all the eſſential Oil is incorporated. This is 
what muſt have taken place in the rapid Diſtillations in Scotland; and the Com- 
mittee, knowing the Property of the eſſential and volatile Oil of Corn, will no longer 


wonder, why the Spirit diſtilled with ſuch Rapidity in Scotland, occaſions Headach 


and Intoxication, even if drank in a ſmall Quantity, as is proved by the Teſtimony 
of a great Number of Perſons, which I remember having read in the printed Papers 


already mentioned. Add to this, the Rectifiers are abſolutely obliged to employ 


pernicious Ingredients to overcome the Empyreuma, as well as the bad Taſte which 


ſuch a Spirit, holding all the Oil in Solution, muſt neceſſarily have. Obſerve, above 
all, that a Part of the Copper, as I remarked in my preceding Letter, cannot fail to 
be diſſolved by the Force of the Fire, and to mingle itſelf with the Spirit, notwith. 
ſtanding the Copper be plated with Tin; for certainly the Tin muſt melt by fo vio- 


lent a Fire, and leave the Copper itſelf expoſed to the Action of the vegetable Acid 


contained in the Liquid; and as all Metals are extremely expanded by violent Heat, 
which Expanſion cannot take place without a Motion or Vibration of the Particles 
of theſe Metals, we cannot doubt but the vegetable Aeid, or even the fixed Air con- 
tained in the Liquid which is not diſengaged by Fermentation, muſt act ſtrongly on 
che minute Particles of Copper thus put in Motion, diſſolving them, and cauſing 
them to paſs with the Spirit. I have before ſuſpected thoſe Effects; at preſent I am 
ſure that they really do take place, as I have obſerved in my laſt Letter. 


The Committee may very eaſily convince: themſelves of this by Experiments, which 


4 ood Chemiſts can make on the Spirits diſtilled in Scotland in Stills ſo exceſſvely 


flat, and with fo ſtrong a Fire. Every Chemiſt knows how to diſcover the Preſence 
Copper in thoſe Liquids by volatile Alkali, and principally by the fixed Alkali, and 


many other Means; and it is on that Account I conclude the Spirits made in Scotland 


to be extreniely unwholeſome, and even a real ſlow Poiſon, 


As to the other Queſtion I muſt anſwer, I have never praftiſed Diſtillery on a 


large Scale and for my own Profit; my Fortune, and the diſtinguiſhed Offices I have 
filled, having furniſhed me with more than the Neceflaries of Life; but for theſe 
Thirty Years paſt I have applied myſelf to Diſtillery upon a ſmall Scale, in a Labo- 


ratory which I had ſet up for my own Amuſement; and I muſt add; that I have ſren 
and examined the Works and Laboratories of all the principal Diſtillers throughout 


Holland; that I have obſerved their good and bad Proceſſes. I have repeated them 
at Home, profited by the good ones, and ameliorated the bad ones, and particularly 
ſo in Gueldres; and that I have improved many Diſtilleries, by imparting to the 


iſtillers my Obſervations and Experiments. Laſt Year I gave at Bremen a con- 


 vincing Proof that good Geneva can be made at any Place, ſince I haye made there, 


with the beſt 
though I had 


at a Diſtiller's of my Acquaintance, Geneva which was compa 


Having examined a great many Laboratories in Holland, as well as in Germany, 


I think myfclf qualified for giving Information upon the different Points which have 
for their Object the working with Economy upon a great Scale, both with regard to 


the Conſtruction of the Laboratory and the other Articles which relate to it. 


I beg of you, Sir, to thank, in my Name, the Chairman of the Committee, for the 
Honour conferred on me, by deſiring my Opinion upon a Subject of ſo much Impor- 
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tance as the Diſtillery; and to aſfiire him that if the Committee wiſh for further Ex- . 
planations, it will afford me infinite Pleaſure to give them with Veracity, and with the 
Deference which I owe to ſuch teſpectable Characters. 
VV³ö⸗f oo have the Honour to be, SR 575 
| | Tour ri humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 
(Signed) E. G. J. Crookeens. 


LETTER from Mr. Jan AMES A608 D, eren the Diſtillation of sn 
in Holland. 6 | 1 11 . 


Dear Sir, | 


4 told Mr. Brodie Yeſterday i in Cee en what 1 had mentioned to o you, which : 
vill ſerve 1 in Part as an Anſwer to your . Xs 5 


That bebte the War the Qvanticy of Gin ——— hom Holland t to Givat Britain 
(not all directly, but through Guernſey, Jerſey, Oſtend, Dunkirk, Boulogne, '&c.) 
was calculated at 15,000 Tons or 60,000 Hogſheads of 60 Gallons each, Annually, 

and that laſt Year the Price was as low as One Shilling Sterling per Gallon, at which 
Price I have often known it. In general it uſed to be from that Price to 15 d. or 
16 d. per Gallon, according to the higher or lower Price of Grain, and particularly 
of Rye, from which it is chiefly diſtilled. I cannot ſay what the Quantity exported 
during the laſt Twelve Months or Two Years amounted to, nor the Average Price, 
though I have Reaſon to believe that during laſt Year, this laſt did not exceed 14 d. 
per Gallon, by which I mean the Market Price in Holland, or 15 d. on Board; nor 
can J ſtate from Memory the Strength of this Spirit according to the Hydrometer, 
but it is well known to every Importer of Spirits being what we call in Holland 
common Proof, and I can let you know it in the Courſe of To-morrow. I appre- 
hend the Quantity imported ſince the War muſt have On e ee n 
1 min it was Waldes e Neriod. 7 
— 1 am, ec. 8. bc ih 
1 kg | bee Croufurd, 


Ne hg to the Evidence before the Committee; the « Boll of Malt may be reck- 
oned to yield 10 Gallons. 360,000 Bolls would produce che Quantity imported to 
Great Britain to 240,009 Quarters, if the Whole were from Malt, but as they are 
only One Third of Malt, it can be reckoned only at 80, ooo varters, the Duty 
which is drawn back is 10s. 6 d. the Quarter. The reſt of 1225 Gin is diftilled 5 
Rye, not the Produce of this Country, 


If this fs DP gives ſach Advantage t to the 8 Diſtiller, as to 1 
him to underſell ours, it ſhould not be continued ; nor is it for the Advantage of the. 
Land Owner or Farmer that it ſhould, for in that Caſe the Exportation of 80,000. 


prevents the Conſumption of 240,009, as if dutilled at Home our own Grain PAIY. 
would De Wed.” _ | 5 | 


* 1 
— TI 2 — —— ac 5 — — — — — — r 


weigh of Rye 113 lb. of Barley 84 lb. of Oats 63 Ib. Five Lof of Rye, Two of Barley, 


Within Three Hours and an Half or Four, it is neceſſary to put the Finger repeatedly 


mentation begins, this, which commonly takes 60 Hours, being over, and the Maſh 
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LETTER reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits at Livonia; dated Selſaw, 
1 ZJiſt January, 1796. ; 


"fx 1 
83 


Selſaw, Livonia, January 31, 1796. 


WITH regard to our Methad of diſtilling, pray accept the Poſtſcript as an Of. 
ſering from one who is certainly no Adept in the economical Sciences, and poor 
in Experience. Many Gentlemen Farmers in Livonia boaſt of producing more 
Spirit from the ſame Grain, but I ſuſpect they charge their Peaſants (for Inſtance, 
in the Reduction of Corn to Meal), and I allow that the old Mode admits Amend- 
ment. The Strength of our Brandy is tried by lighting ſomething of it in a flat 
Silver Veſſel, as a Pable Spoon, with Fire, then if One Half evaporates in Spirit, it 

is Proof, and ſaleable; of which Proof good 1 32 Stof, or 44 Gallons (the Stof con- 
taining 7,727 Cubic Inches Engliſh) are obtained from 80olb. Weight of this 
Country, which J think is equal to the Dutch of different Grains. The Proportion 
to be obſerved in the Mixture of theſe Grains varies with their Quality. However, 
if we take a Lof (holding 4, 173 Cubic Inches) very little leſs than Two Buſbels, to 


and One of Oats, will give the deſired Quantity of which the Barley and Three 
Tenths, of Rye oyght to be made into Malt, and the Whole reduced to Meal. In 
my Books for this Year I find it thus: > 0 E040) e boiled 4 


Lof 31 of Rye Meal at 98 3 
ieee £2 4111 a Bercy Main Meal fg 
e eee Oat Meal 4 


In order to diſtil 132 Stof, which we call a Faſs, though a Faſs is properly but 
120 Stof every Day, there ſhould be Four Tubs of 6 Feet Diameter, and 32 in 
Height, with Two Stills, containing 1,000 Stof each. But to diftil Two Faſs in 
One Day, and of courſe emptying. the Still Twice, Seven ſuch Tubs are required. 
The Expence of the Apparatus may be judged of by its Weight in Copper; that 
on my Eſtate, conſiſting of Two Still Bodies 1, 330 lb. Two Heads or Alembru 
2101b. Two Worms:3351b. One Rectifying Still 4171b. and One Copper for boil- 
ing, the Water 337 lb. Sum 2,629 lb. the Brazen Cocks and Iron Handles not in- 
cluded. The Conſumption of Fuel is about 100 Cubic Feet of Pine or Fir per Faſs. 
The Proceſs is here as follows: V %ͤ;ṹ——m 


The whole Subject is put into one of the Tubs, which, like every other Piece of 
the Apparatus, ſhould be kept perfectly clean, and poured upon it 360 Stof ſcalding 
Hot Water, then Four or Five Men will for Three Quarters of an Hour labour with 
Clubs, ſhaped like Rudders, to mix the Waſh thoroughly till no Clods do ſtick to 
the Rudders, after which they ſprinkle a little Meal on the Surface to keep down the 
Eyaporation, and help the Fermentation. Three Quarters of an Hour from this 
Time more boiling Water, 180 Stof, is thrown to it, and the Maſh again well ſtirred 
for 7 or $ Minutes only, the Lid of the Tub laid on it, and upon that a cloſe Mar. 


into the Mixture; for as ſoon as ſome little Acidity is perceptible by the Taſte, it is 
Time to cool it. To effect this 1,000 Stof of as cool Water as poſſible, which, 
when the Weather is mild, muſt be aſſiſted with Ice, are let into the Tub by a Gut- 
ter, not diſcontinuing ſtirring; immediately they put in Twelve Stof of Beer Yeaſt 
again, and cover the Tub cloſe as before; when, after Four or Five Hours, the Fer-# 


clearmg 


except at the Two Openings, till within about a Fifth of its Height, when their Fur- 
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clearing up at the Top, the Stills are filled with it, Two Men carrying it over in large 


Ladles, while a Third agitates the Meal up from the Bottom. The Moment the 


Maſh in the Still under conſtant, ſtirring boils, the Head is fixed on the Body, and 
well luted round the Neck, and where the Tub joins the Worm contained in the 


| Refrigeratory, In leſs than Half an Hour the Low Wine will ſtill, and the Fire 


ought to be moderated. Now, they, draw from each Head from 149 to 150 Stof of 
Low Wines, and ſeparately. 20 or 30 Stof of Feints; to be added to the Stills of next 


Li 


Day. Then the Rectification of this Produce concludes the Operation. 
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METHOD of Diftilling as prackiſed by the Natives at CyaTra in Ramove, 
and in the other Provinces in India, perhaps with but little Variation; by 


; 1 - 


| ArcaiBalD Kei, Eſq. | 2 3 3 e e 
THE Body of the Still they uſe is a common, large, unglazed Earthen Water Jar, 


nearly globular, of about Twenty-five Inehes Diameter at the wideſt Part of it, and 
Twenty-two Inches deep to the Neck, which Neck riſes Iwo Inches more, and is 


Eleven Inches wige in the Opening. Such ar leaſt was the Size of the one I mea- 


the Liquor to be diſtilled. nn 8 e eee 


The Jar they placed in a Furnace, not the moſt artificial, though ſeemingly not ill 
adapted to give a great Heat with but a very little Fuel, This they made by digging 
a ound Hole in the Ground, about Twenty Inches wide, and full Three Feet deep 


cutting an Opening in the Front, ſloping down to the Bottom on the Sides perpen- 


dicular, of about Nine Inches wide and Fifteen long, reckoning from the Circle where 
the Jar was to come, to ſerve to throw in the Wood at, and for à Paſſage to the Air. 
On the Side too they cut another fmall Opening, of about Four Inches by Three; 


POE 
" 


the Jar, when 3 forming one Side of it, to ſerve as a oh nin for the Smoke to 
go out at. The Bottom of the Earth was rounded up like a Cup. Having then 


placed the Jar in this, as far as it would go down, they covered it all round with Clay, 


nace was compleat. 


In this Way J reckon there was a full Third of the Surface of the Body of the Still, 
or Jar, expoſed to the Flame, when the Fire came to be lighted ; and its Bottom not 
reaching to within Two Feet of where the Fuel was, left a capacious Hollow between 
them, whence the Wood was ſhort and dry when lighted, being moſtly converted into 
Flame, and circulating on fo great a Surface of the Still, ay a much ſtronger Heat 


than could elſe have ren MO I ſo very little Fuel; a Conſideration well 


worth the Attention of a Manufacturer, in our Country more eſpecially, where Fir- 
ing is ſo dear. There, indeed, and particularly as Coal is uſed, it would be better, 
no doubt, to have a Grate, and that the Air ſhould enter from below. As to the 
Benefit reſulting from the Body of the Still being of Earthen Ware, I am not quite fo 
clear init, Yet as lighter Subſtances are well known to tranſmit Heat more gradually 
and ſlowly than the more ſolid, ſuch as Metals, may not Earthen Veſſels, on this Ac- 


count, be Jeſs apt to burn their Contents, ſo as to communicate an empyreumatic 


Taſte and Smell to the Liquor that is diſtilled, ſo often and ſo juſtly complained of 
with us? At any Rate, in this Country, where Pots are made ſo cheap, I ſhould think 
them greatly preferable, as at leaſt much Jeſs expenſive than thoſe which the Gentle- 
men engaged in this Manufacture moſt commonly employ ; though of this they are 


bk L342 


£53 . 
13 # 
. 


Having thus made their Furnace, and placed the Body of the Still in it as 


deſcribed; they to this luted on, with moiſtened Clay, to its Neck, at the * 
: | : | 5 1 85 5 : | | W | 


**. 
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what they here call an Adtur ; forming with it at once a Cover for the Body of the 
Still, with a ſuitable Perforation in it to let the Vapour riſe through, and the under 
Part of the Alembic. The Adkur was made with Two Earthen Pans, having 
round Holes in their Middles, of about Four Inches Diameter; and, their Bottoms 
being turned oppoſite the one to the other, they were cemented together with Clay, 
forming a Neck of Junction thus of about Three Inches, with the ſmall Riſing on 


the upper Pan. The lowermoſt of theſe was more ſhallow, and about Eleven Inches 


wide, ſo as to cover exactly the Opening at the Neck of the Jar, to which they luted 
it on with Clay, The upper and oppoſite. of theſe was about Four Inches deep, and 
' Fourteen Inches wide, with a Ledge round its Perforation in the Middle, riſing, as is 
already ſaid, from the inner Side of the Neck, of about Half an Inch high, by which a 
Gutter was formed to collect the condenſed Spirit as it fell down; and from this 
there was a Hole in the Pan to let it run off by; to which Hole they occaſionally luted 
on a ſmall hollow Bamboo of about Two Feet and a Half in Length, to convey it to 
the Receiver below. The upper Pan had alſo another Hole in it of about an Inch 
Square, at near a Quarter of its Circumference from the one below juſt ſpoken of, 
that ſerved to let off the Water employed in cooling, as ſhall be mentioned 
WMD ͤ 9 1 | as 


Their Adkur being thus fitted to the Jar, they compleat the Alembic by taking 
a Copper Pot, ſuch as we uſe in our Kitchens, of about Five Inches deep, Eight wide 
at the Mouth, and Ten at the Bottom, which was rather flattiſh; and turning its 
Mouth downward,.over the Opening in the Adkar, luted it down on the Inſide of the 
Lv! - | e 


For the Cooler they raiſed a Seat, cloſe upon, and at the back Part of the Fur- 
nace, about a Foot higher than the Bottom of the Copper Pot. On this they placed 
a Two or Three Gallon Pot, with a round Hole of about Half an Inch, in the Side 

of it; and to this Hole, before they lighted their Fire, they luted on a ſhort Tube of a 
like Bore ; placing the Pot, and directing its Spout ſo, as that when filled with Water 
it threw a conſtant and uniform Stream of it from about a Foot high, or near the 
Center of the Bottom of the Copper Por, where it was diffuſed pretty compleatly over 

its whole Surface; and the Water falling down into the upper Part of the Pan of 
the Adkur, it thence was conveyed through the ſquare Hole already mentioned, by a 
Trough luted on to it for that Purpoſe, to a cooling Receiver a few Feet from the 


required. 


Furnace ; from which they took it up again to ſupply the upper Pot, as Occaſion 


As their Stock of Water, however, in this Sort of Circulation, was much ſmaller 


than it ſeemingly ought to have been, being ſcarcely more than Six or Eight Gallons, 
it too ſoon became hot; yet, in ſpice of this Diſadvantage, that ſo eaſily might have 


been remedied, and the Shortneſs of the conducting Tube, which had nothing but the 
common Air to cool it, there ran a Stream of Liquor from the Still, and but very 
little Vapour riſing from it, beyond every Thing I had ever ſcen from Stills of a 
much larger Size, fitted with a Worm and Cooler. In about Three Hours Time, 
indeed, from their lighting of the Fire, they drew off full Fifteen Bottles of Spirit; 
which is more by a great deal, I believe, than could have been done in our Way from 
a Still of Twice the Dimenſions. 8 TY 


The Conveniences of a Warm and Cooler, which are no ſmall Expence either, I 
have myſelf often experienced; and if theſe could be avoided in ſo imple a Way that 
might eaſily be improved, the Hints that are here offered may be of ſome Uſe, The 

thin Metal Head is certainly well adapted, I think, to tranſmit the Heat to the Water, 
which is conſtantly renewed ; and which, if cold, as it ought to be, much abſorb the 
faſteſt poſſible ; whereas, in our Way, the Water being confined in a Tub, that from 
the Nature of its porous Subſtance, in a great Degree rather retains than ler, the 


33 * 5 
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Heat paſs away, it ſoon accumulates in it, and becomes very hot; and though renew- 
ed pretty often, never anſwers the Purpoſe of cooling the Vapour in the Worm ſo ex- 
peditiouſly and effectually as is done by their more ſimple and leſs expenſive Appara- 
tus, In this Country, more eſpecially, where Labour and Earthen Wares are ſo 
cheap, for as many Rupees, and leſs, Twenty Furnaces, with Stills and every Thing 


belonging to them, independent of the Copper Pots, might very well be erected, 


that would yield above a Hundred Gallons of Spirits a Day; allowing each Still to 


be worked only Twice. So very cheap, indeed, is Arrack here, to the great Comfort 


of my Miners, and of many thoughtleſs People beſide, that for One ſingle Peyſa (not 


Two Farthings Sterling) they can get a Whole Cutcha-ſeer of it in the Bazar, or 


above a full Engliſh Pint, and enough to make them compleatly intoxicated; Objects 
often painful to be ſeen. . „ e 


Of the ſuperior Excellence of Metal in giving out Heat from itſelf, and from Va- 
pour contained in it, we have a very clear Proof in what is daily performed on the 
Cylinder of the Steam Engine; for cold Water being thrown on it when loaded, the 


continued Vapour is conſtantly condenſed; whence on a Vacuum being thus formed, 


and the Weight of the Atmoſphere acting on the Surface of the Piſton attached to 
the Arm of the Balance, it is made to deſcend, and to raiſe the other Arm that is 
fixed to the Pump; while this being ſomewhat heavier, immediately finks again, 


which carries up the Piſton, while the Cylinder is again filled ; and thus by alternately 


cooling and filling it, is the Machine kept in Motion; the Power exerted in raiſing 
the Pump Arm being always in proportion to the Diameter of the Cylinder, or to 
the Surface of the Piſton, Which is exactly fitted to it, and on which the Preſſure 
acts. : | | 3 Fi | 5 


The Contrivance too of having the under Part of che | Alembic, where the con- 
denſed Vapour is collected, or upper Part of what they call the Adkur, of Earthen 


Ware, of fo great a Thickneſs, and of courſe at fo great a Diſtance from the Heat in 


the Body of the Still, is well imagined to keep the Spirits the cooleſt poſſible, when 
collecting and running off. = VF; Ir my, 


By thus cooling and condenſing the Vapour, likewiſe ſo ſuddenly as it riſes, there is 
in a great Meaſure a conſtant Vacuum made, or as much as poſſible can be ; but that 
both Steam riſes faſter, and that Water boils with much leſs Heat, when the Preſſure 
is taken away from its Surface, is an Axiom in Chymiſtry too well known to need any 
Illoſtration; it boiling in Vacuum when the Heat is only Ninety or Ninety- five by 
Farenheit's Thermometer; whereas in the open Air, under the Preſſure of the Atmo- 


ſphere, it requires no leſs than that of Two Hundred and Twelve ere it can be brought 


to the boiling Point, 


I muſt further obſerve, that the ſuperior Excellence of condenſing che v apour fo 


<ffeftvally and ſpeedily in the Alembic to our Method of doing it in a Worm and 


Cooler, is greatly on the ſide of the former; both from the Reaſons I have already 


adduced, and becauſe of the ſmall Stream of Vapour that can be only forced in the 
Worm, where it is condenſed gradually as it deſcends ; but, above all, from the Na- 
ture of Vapour itſelf, with reſpect to the Heat contained in it, which of late has been 
proved, by the very > 3 85 Doctor Black, to be greater by far than before his Diſ- 
coverics were imagined. ” „„ . 


* * 


For Vapour he has ſhewn to be in the State of a new Fluid, where Water is 
_ diſſolved by Heat; with the Aſſiſtance, perhaps, if I may be allowed a Conjecture, 


of the Air which it contains; and all Fluid, as he has clearly demonſtrated, on their 
becoining ſuch, abſorb a certain Quantity of Heat, which becomes what he very pro- 
_ Perly calls latent Heat; it being Heat not appearing either to the Senſes or to the 
8 Thermometer while they remain in that liquid State; but ſhowing itſelf immediately 
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by its Effects on whatever is near it, upon their changing their Form from Fluid to 
ſolid; as on Water becoming Ice, or Metals fixing, and the like. In the Solution of 


From the moſt accurate and judicious Experiments, indeed, he infers, and with the 


in other Diſtillations of the like Kind, where a ſimilar Mode is adopted, 


from which they by no Means proceed; the Superiority of their Spirits not at all ariſing 
from the ſuperior Excellence of theſe Stills and Furnaces, nor from their better Mode 
of conducting the Diſtillation in any reſpect; but chiefly, rather from their greater 
Skill and Care in the right Choice, and proper Management of the Materials they 
_ employ in Fermentation; and, above all, as I apprehend, from the vaſt Convenience 


abled and do, in fact, in general, keep their Spirits for a certain Time, when they are 
- mellowed, and improved ſurprizingly both in Taſte and Salubrity. 


With reſpect to the latter Improvement, I mention it more particularly here; and 
the more willingly alſo, as in general it ſeems to have been but too little attended to, 


more hurtful to the Body, and to the Nerves eſpecially, than freſh drawn ardent 
Spirits; and this owing evidently to the Principle of Inflammabilicy, of which, with 
Water, they are moſtly made up; being then in a more looſe and detached State, 


Nature altogether ; ſo as to become, what was at firſt ſo pernicious, a benign cooling 
Liquor. When the Spirit is ſtrong, the Change it is true, goes on more flow and 


| produced by the Principle of Inflammability, wherever it is met with in a looſe and 
weak ly combined State, as it is in them, will eaſily convince us of; whereas, when 
fully aſſimilated either in Spirits, or with any other Body, it becomes entirely inert, 


be united with. Thus we find it in putrid animal Subſtanves, where it lately formed 
Part of a healthy Body, being now detached, or but weakly waited with Air, ex- 


Salts, alſo, there is an Abſorption of Heat, as we daily experience in the cooling of 
our Liquors by diffolving Salt Petre in Water; and this he has found to be the Caf 
with Water itſelf, and other Fluids, when paſſing into a State of Vapour by boiling, 


greateſt Appearance of Truth, that the Heat thus concealed in Vapour raiſed by 
boiling, from any given Bulk of Water, would be fully ſufficient, if collected in 4a 
Piece of Iron of the like Size ro make it perfectly red hot, What then muſt be the 
Effect of ſo much Heat communicated in our Way of diſtilling to the Worm, and to 
the Water in the Tub, will be ſufficiently evident from what has been ſaid, to prove, 
I think, that we have hitherto employed a worſe and more defective Method than we 
might have done with reſpect to cooling at leaſt, both in the making of Spirits, and 


The poor ignorant Indian, indeed, while he with Wonder ſurveys the vaſt Appara- 
tus of European Diſtillers, in their immenſe large Stills, Worms, Tubs, and expenſive 
Furnaces, and finds that Spirits thus made by them are more valued, and fell much 
dearer than his own, may very naturally conclude, and will have his Competitors join 
with him in Opinion, that this muſt alone ſurely be owing to their better and more 
judicious Manner of diſtilling, with all thoſe ingenious and expenſive Contrivances, 
which he can no ways emulate ; but in this, it would appear, they are both equally 
miſtaken ; imputing the Effects which need not be controverted, perhaps, to a Cauie 


they have in Caſks, by which, and from their Abilities in point of Stock, they are en- 


where a due Attention to it might be of the greateſt Uſe. For of all Things that 4 
have been found grateful to ihe human Palate, there was none ever uſed, I believe, Z 


leſs aſſimilated with the other Principles than it afterwards becomes with Time. By 
Time, indeed, it is gradually not only more aſſimilated, but at Length changes its 


imperceptibly ; yet as a partial Iteration is only wanted to mellow it for Uſe, a fe 
Years keeping would be ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſe here; and whether or no it 
could be poſſible to prevent any other from being fold than that which had been 
kept a certain Time, is well worth the Conſideration of the Legiſlature. 


That the great noxious Quality of fieſh drawn Spirits is chiefly owing to the Cauſc 
I have aſſigned, a little Attention, and comparing of the Effects that are uniform!y 


and ulefu], more or leſs, either for Food or Phyſic, accofding to what it happens to 


| kibiting a moſt offenſive and pernictous Poiſon ; though this ablolved again by a 
living. Plant is preſently changed into good and wholeſome Nouriſhment, to the 
Vegetable immediately, and to any Animal who may afterwards chooſe to eat it. In - 
Uke Manner Sulphur, which is a Compound of this Principle alone, united to a pure 
Acid, the moſt deſtructive to all animal and vegetable Subſtances, yet, it being here 
perfectly inert alſo, may be taken into the Boy with Safety; when, if looſened either 
by Heat, or by an alkaline Salt unicing with the Acid, its noxious Quality is pre- 


- 


ſently made perceivable to whoever comes within its Reach. 


| Many other Inſtances of a like Nature might eaſily be added, and ſome too more 
appoſite, perhaps, than thoſe I have here mentioned; but every one's own Experience, 
with what I have already ſaid, will ſufficiently evince the Propriety and Utility of 
putting an entire Stop, if poſſible, to the Sale of what ought to be ſo juſtly prohibited; 
and this, in its Conſequences, may even help to lead to other more effectual Means 
of correcting, in a great Meaſure, the cruel Abuſe of Spirits in general, that has been 
ſo long, ſo loudly, and ſo juſtly complained of amongſt the Soldiers, lower Europeans, 
and our Servants in this Country ; where the very worſt, and, indeed, poiſonous Sort 
of them is daily ſold at ſo very cheap a Rate. ns eee 


All I need further add, witk reſpect to Diſtillation, and on the ſuperior Advantages 
in the Mode of conducting it here, to that we, have been in uſe to employ, for the 
raiſing of Spirits, Simple Waters, and the like, is only to obſerve, I have no Sort of 
Doubt but that the intelligent chymical Operators at Home, if ever they ſhould get 
a Hint of it, will make no Manner of Scruple to uſe it alſo, and to improve upon it 
greatly by a few ingenious Contrivances, which their Knowledge and Experience will 
ſo eably ſuggeſt. The Principles on which it ſeems founded, indeed, eſpecially with 
regard to their Way of cooling, are ſo ſtriking and juſt, that in many other Diſtilla- 
tions beſides thoſe of Spirits and Waters, they may be employed, I apprehend, with 
very great Profit and Avantage. I ſhall now, however, confine myſelf to mention 
only the Benefit that may reſult from a like Proceſs in the railing of the finer Aro- 
matics, while the Heat contrived, as in our Way, beſides impeding the Diſtillation, . 
muſt, from its long Action on ſuch ſubtile Bodies, probably injure them greatly in the 
eſſential Quality cn which their Excellenee depends; and upon this very Account, 
I am apt to imagine that the greater Quantity obtained, and the ſuperior Quality of 
the Oil of Roſes made in this Country, to that made from Roſes with us, is owing 
chiefly, if not entirely, to their better and more judicious Manner of extracting it here. 
For with us, the Still being made of Metal, may, in the firſt Inſtance, impart too great 
and too ſudden a Degree of Heat; and next, the Oil continuing fo long in the Va- 
pour, and that much compreſſed, may, in fo delicate a Subject, not only entirely al- 
moſt unite it with the Water, ſo as to render the Separation impracticable, but may 
at the ſame Time alter its Eſſence fo compleatly, as that it can no longer appear in 
the Scare it otherwiſe might have been found in, had the Operation been betcer con- 
. ducted, or in the Way they do here, A few Trials, however, would much better 
certify this than all I can poſſibly ſay on the Subject, or, in fact, than all the Reaſon- 
ing in the World. Thereſore, as to my own particular Opinion of the Flavour and 
Quality of the Roſes at Home being equal, if not ſuperior, to that of thoſe in this 
Country, I may be entirely ſilent; the Rules and reaſoning in Chymiſtry, though 
 lerving greatly to enlarge and improve our Underſtanding, being what of themſelves 
can never be depended upon till confirmed by Facts and Experiments; where many 
Things often turn out very different from what, from our beſt and moſt plauſible 
_ Arguments, we had the greateſt Reaſon to expect. Or, if it ſhould be found to be 
really true, what I have often heard aſſerted, by thoſe however who had it only from 
others, but not of their own partietilar Knowledge, that, in diſtilling their Oil of Ros, 
at the Places where they make it the belt, they uſe alſo with their Roſes Sandal Wood, 
and ſome other Aromatics, no Roſes whatſoever, it is plain, could ever of themſelves 
be made to afford a like Oil; nor without ſuch an Additian as they employ. A 2 
er | | 8 Rand * cuaſtance 
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cumſtance, by the bye, that might poſſibly eaſily be certified by ſome one of the 1 
many ingenious Correſpondents of the Society, who may happen to reſide where it is 
made ; and a Knowledge of the real Truth of it would certainly be of uſeQ. 
Chatra, December 24, 1786. UU ns. LIBENg.- 
CE PE i Ro by ebibald Kar. 
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LETTER from Roptxr Granan, Eſquire, to the Right honourable 
SBvtvssrzů DovcLas; dated 5th May, 1799. 
oY ct Tis Parliament Street, 5th May, 1799. 
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Ix obedience to your Requeſt, I beg leave to ſubmit. the following Outline of 
* what has occurred to me on the Subject of Stations for the Highland Diſtillery, 
deeming it unneceſſary, in the preſent Stage of the Buſineſs, to enter into'Details or 


In the Belief, that unleſs the Landholders and Traders in every Part of Scotland 
were placed on a fair and equal Footing, and that while any Diſtinction between 
Highlands and Lowlands exifts (at leaſt fo as to confine the Conſumption of the 
Spirits diſtilled in the former to their own Diſtrict) no Law can be deviſed which 
will ſuppreſs the illicit Diſtillation in the Highlands, or conſequently ſecure an ade- 
quate Revenue to Government; I have frequently turned my Thoughts to what 
might be the more probable Means of accompliſhing ſo defirable an End. The Pro- 
ſal for confining the Diſtillation in the Highlands to certain Stations, has, ever ſince 
Tat Vear heard it ſuggeſted, appeared to me the very Groundwork upon which ſuch 
a Plan could be rendered practicable. 1 8 | 


In various Communications I have had with ſome very reſpectable and well inform- 
ed Highland Proprietors, particularly with my Friend Colonel Graham, of Balgowan, 
and ſome other Gentlemen well acquainted with the real Situation of the County of 
Perth, I find it to be their Opinion, that perhaps Eight, or at moſt Ten Stations, 
would be ſufficient for the Accommodation of the Highland Part of that County, 
And on the Suppoſition, that the ſame Rule might nearly apply in general to the 
other Highland Diſtricts in proportion to their Population, I have aſſumed (accord- 
ing to the encloſed Extract from the ſtatiſtical Account) that Eighty Stations may 
be ſufficient for the whole Highlands. And in order that you might know (providing 
my Data be ſure) the additional Expence which would be incurred by the additional 
Number of Officers requiſite, I have deſired Mr. Leven to give his Opinion, which, 
though it may not be quite correct, will, I believe, be ſufficiently fo for the Pu: poſe 
wanted. As far as I can judge, the Number of additional Officers will not be great, 
as many of the more proper Situations for Stations have already an Officer placed 


— 


in them. 5 


Had I conſidered myſelf as anyway authorized, I would have ſubmitted to the 
Committee, the Propriety of laying the Propoſal for Stations before the General 
Meeting of the Counties in Scotland on the goth of April laſt, in order that their 
Repreſentatives, after being poſſeſſed of the Sentiments of their Conſtituents, might 
nos * enabled to meet the Committee with ſome ſpecific Propoſals on the 
Sublyect, 55 . 


In ſubmitting the Matter to the Counties, it would, I apprehend, have been ad- 
viſeable to lay it down as a Rule not to be departed from, except where ſome peculiar 
local Circumſtances ſhould call for it, that the Number of Stations ſhould be regulated 
by the Population; and that after the Limits of Stations were given in by the dif 
ferent Counties, they ſhould be ſubmitted to the Obſervations of the Exciſe, and the 
| ! 8 ultimate 


hrimate Arrangement left to the Committee. The Obſervations of the Exciſe I 


Matter than what their Duty may point out to them, they for that very Reaſon may 
probably in ſome Caſes be found more impartial Judges, where Difference of Opinion 
may arile as to the more 545 nb for a Station, than the landed Proprietors, many 
of whom will 'naturally co it 'a great Object to have the Station on their own 


PPTP 


Intereſt of the Revenue and the Country at large. £111 
n throwing out the above Hints, I have taken it for granted, that, in general, the 
Idea of Satin is much of by the Highland Proprietors, provided the Low 
Country Market is ope | | oe 
Reaſon to believe, that this is actually the Caſe. If the Committee ſhall, however, 
be of Opinion, that under any Modification this is impracticable (and the Low Coun-. 
try Diſtillers will infallibly aſſert that it is ſo) I much doubt of the Co-operation of 
che Highland Proprietors either in this or any of the other Meaſures neceſſary to ſup- 


l have the Honour to remain, very reſpe&tfully,  _ 
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hovld conſider as extremely uſeful; for although they have no further Intereſt in the 
Properties, and in that View might very poſſibly loſe Sight of what were moſt for the 


to them on fair and equal Grounds; and I have ſome 
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ars pecification of Patent granted to WILL IAM Po Rx, for. his Inxention of an 
improved Still Head for the dillilling of all Sorts of Li quors. 
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T9 all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall chme, Willlam Pontifex, of Shoe-Lane 


the City of London, Copperſmith, ſendeth greeting. Whereas His preſent Ma 
jeſty King George the Third, by His Letters Phtent uhder the Great Seal of Great 
Britain, | beating date ar Weſtminſter the 3 November: laſt, in the 
Thirty- ninth Year, of His ſaid Majeſty's: Reign : Aſtertabeing Notices tliat the ſaid) 
Wimam Pontiſea, by his Petition therein mentioned, ha repfeſented 10 (His ſaid 
Ml,ajeſty,/ that he, aſtet much Study, Labour, and E had, with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of hig Brothe:, invented an improved Still Head rithe'diftilling of all Sorts: 
of Liquors; which uud be of great public Utility; that he: was the firſt and ſole 
Inventor thereof, aſſiſted as aforeſaid, and that the ſame had not been malle by auß 
other Perſon or Perſons whomſoever, to the beſt of his Knowledge or Belief; did 
give and ts 1/4, agen (Pantifexs! igzExecutors, Adminiſtrators, and 
Aſſgns, his eſpecial Licence, full Power, ſole Privilege and Authority, that he the 
ſaid William Pontifex,nhis Executors, Adriviniſtrators, and Aſſigns, and every of 
them, by himſelf and themfelves,-or by his or their Deputy or Deputies, Servants 
or Agents, or ſuch others as he the ſaid William Pontifex, his Executors, Admini- 
ſtrators, or Aſſigns, ſhould at any Time agree with, and no others, from Time to 
Time and at all Times thereafter during the Term of Years therein expreſſed, 
ſhould and lawfully might, make, uſe, exerciſe, and vend his ſaid Invention within 
that Part of His Majeſty's Kingdom of, Great Britain called England, the Domi- 
nion of Wales, and Town of 1 Dok Tack And alſo, in all His Majeſty's 
Colonies and Plantations abroad, in ſpch Manner as ta him the ſaid William Pontifex, 
his Piece Adminiſtrators, 1 K or any bf > m, ſhould bit on their 
Diſcretion ſcem meet And that the ſaid William Pontifex, his Executors, Admi-. 


niſtrators, and Aſſigns; ſhould and lawfully might have and enjoy the whole Profit, 
Benefit, Commodity, | and dvantage, from Time to Time coming, growing, 
ariſing, and accruing, by teaſan of his ſaid Invention, for and during the Term of 
Years therein mentioned, to have, hold, exerciſe, and enjoy the ſaid Licence, 
Powers, Privileges, and Advantages therein granted, or mentioned to be granted 
unto the ſaid William Pontifex, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, for 
and during, and unto the full End and Term of Fourteen Years from the Date of the 
ſaid" Letters Patent next and: immediately enfuing, ànd fully to be compleat and 
ended, according to the Statute in that Caſe made and provided, And it is by the 
ſaid Letters Patent, among other Things, provided, that if the ſaid William Pontifex 
ſhould not particularly deſeribe and aſcertain the Nature of his ard Invention, and 
in what Manner the ſame is to be performed, by an Inſtrument in Writing under his 
Hand and Sea], and cauſe the ſame to be inrolled in the High Court of Chancery, 
withirt One Calendar Month next and immediately after the Date of the ſald Letters 
Patent, then the ſaid Lettery Patent, and all Liberties and Advantages whatſoever 
thereby granted, ſhould utterly ceaſe, determine, and become void, as by the ſaid 
Letters Patent may appear. Now know ye, that he the ſaid William Pontifex, 
in purſuance of, and conformity to the Directions containeg in the ſaid in part re- 
cited Letters Patent, by this preſent Deed or Inſtrument under his Hand and Sea), 
and intended to be inrolled in the High Court of © Chancery, doth defcribe and aſ- 
certain his ſaid Invention, and the Manner in which the ſame is to be performed in 
Manner following; that is to ſay, Figure 1ſt, ſhews the improved Patent Still Head 
whe compleat; A, A, A; A, ſhews the Back made with Copper, or other Materials, 
ſufficiently large for che whole Head and Neck to be covered with Water, for the 
Purpoſe of condenſing the Steam between the Two Heads. B, ſhews the Crown of 


6 external Head, with Loops to raiſe the farne, C, ſbews the Stuffing Box through 
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Paſſages to admit the Steam between the Lug Heads, and when conſented, 0 
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forming a Back with Copper, or other Materials, ſufficient to cover che Head. an 
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And be uit remembered, that on the Tenth Day of December, in the Year of ; 


our Lord 1798, the aforeſaid William Pontifex came before our {aid Lord the King, 
in His Chancery, and acknowledged the Specification aforeſaid, and all and every 
Thing therein contained and ſpecified in Form above written, And alſo the Spe. 


cification aforeſaid was ſtamped according to the Tenor of the Statutes made for that 


| Inrolld the Tenth Dey of December, in the Year of our Lord One thouſand 


_—_ 


Seven hundred and Ninery-cight 
Lo IJ. Muford, Deputy Clerk of Inrolments 
Appendix (I 2.) 


Specification of Patent granted to Joux F atcone Ari zx, for his Invention 


p9ſ an improved Method of condenſing and cooling Spirits in the Proceſs of 


© . Diſtillation, by Means of Machinery not before uſed for that Purpoſe. 


| TO all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, I John Falconer Atlee, of Wandſ- 
worth, in the County of Surrey, Diſtiller, ſend greeting, Whereas His Moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty King George the Third, did, by His Letters Patent under the Great 
Seal of Great Britain, beariag Date at Weſtminſter che Seventh Day of February, 

in the Thirty-ſeventh Year of His Reign, give and grant unto me the faid John 

Falconer Atlee His eſpecial Licence, that faid John Falconer Atlee, during 
the Term of Years therein mentioned, ſhould and lawfully might uſe, exerciſe, 2 
vencd, within England, Wales, and the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, my Inven- 
tion of an improved Method of condenſing and cooling of Spirits, in the Proceſs 


ſaid Letters Patent there is contained a Proviſo, obliging me the ſaid John Falconer 


Atlee, by an Inſtrument in Writing under my Hand and Seal, to cauſe a particular 
— — of the Nature of my ſaid Invention, and in what Manner the is © 
be periormed, to be inrolled in His Majeſty's High Court of Chancery within One 


Month after the Date of the ſaid recited Letters Patent, as in and by the 
_ fame (Relation being thereunto had) may more fully and at 5 pear. Now 
know ye, that in Compliance with the ſaid Proviſo, I the ſaid j 

do. hereby declare, that my ſaid Invention is deſcribed in the Plan and 

thereof. hereunto annexed. In Witneſs whereof I the ſaid John Falconer Atlee have 
 Hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal, this Twenty-fourth Day of February, in the Year 
.of our. Lord ne thouſand Seven hundred and Ninety-ſeven. . 

5 . Pub Falconer Allie, (LS.) 
John Spranger. | "pw 


| And be dt remembered, that oh the ſame Twenty-fourth Day of February, in the 
Tear above mentioned, the aforeſaid John Falconer Atlee came before our Lord the 
King, in His Chancery, and acknowledged the Specification aforeſaid, and all and 


c 


every Thing therein contained in Form above written. And alſo the Specification 
aforeſaid was ſtamped according to the Tenor of the Statute in that Caſe made and 


Inrolled the ſame Twenty-fourth Day of February, in the Year above written. 
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Thune Figure A, A, A, A, repreſent a Worm Tub. B, B, B, repreſent a Worům 
ke one of thoſe Worms that is uſed at preſent. C, C, C, C, repreſent my Iaven- 


tion of a Worm the ſame is connected and attached to the Worm Bat the under . 


Part of the Coil of the Worm, with a Tun Diſh or Funnel-like Communication, as 
at D. The Worm C, C, commeneing from the Point D, a cireular or other Form 
courſe to the Refrigerator E (the Application of this Refrigerator being my Invention) 
which is fixed at the Bottom, or nearly ſo, of the Worm Tub, and may be made of 
Pewter. or any other Metal fit for the Purpoſe; the Size and Figure of the Refri- 
gerator may be made to vary as the Nature of the Buſineſs may require, or Conve- | 
niency of Situation admit. From the Refrigerator che Worm C, C, is continued, 
aſcending by à circular or other-form Manner, till it is again connected and joined 
to the Worm B, as at F the ſame being introduced into che Side or upper Part of 
the Coil; the Coil to which this Junction is ſormed, muſt be lower than that Coil 
from whence the Worm C, C, firſt branched off as at D—a Branch of i Worm 
C. C, is carried througli the Side of the Worm Tub to the Save- all G A the End 
of this Branch is a Stop Cock II, which, when opened, diſcharges and ars the 
Worm C, C, C, C, and the Refrigerator E, of their Contents, The Purpoſe and 
Intention of this my Invention is to cohdenſe, to cool, aüd refrigerate Steam, Va- 


Bo 


of Time, pr ina -propottionate! Quantity to the Ex 
immediately, and to ſuch an Effect, as my Invention profeſſes tot ek 
Z1Z1 a;, “n 
| Examined with the original Record in the Officte 9h 2 [1 
of Petty Bag, in the Court of Chancery, this 
2 iy of June, M m , 
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Specification of Patent & ibn Bronr, for his new 
© vented Compolition to be uſed inſtead o Vealt, t.. 
_ TO all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall eome, I Richard Tillyer Blunt ſend greeting. 
Whereas His Moſt Excellent Majeſty King George bird, on the Thirtiech 


A8 ru eh 


. 


the 
Day of Oober, in the Twenty-eighth Year of His ſaid Majeſty's Reign, did give 
and grant unto me the ſaid Richard Tillyer Blunt his efpecial Licence, free Power, 

ſole Privilege and Authority, that I the ſaid Richard Tillyer Blunt, my Executors, 
Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigas, ſhould and lawfully might, during the Term of Years 
therein expreſſed;ule, exerciſe, and vend, within that Part of His ſaid Majeſty's King- 
dom of Great Britain called England, the Dominion of Wales, and Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, my. new invented Compoſition to be uſed as Yeaſt: In 
which ſaid recited Letters Patent is contained a Proviſo, obliging me the faid 
Richard Tillyer Blunt, by Writing under my Hand and Seal, to cauſe a particular 
Deſcription of the Nature. of the ſaid Invention to be inrolled in His faid Majeſty's. 
High Court of Chancery, within One Calendar Month after the Date of the faid 
recited Letters Patent, as in and by the Statute, Relation being thereunto had, _ 
may at large appear. Now know ye, that in Compliance with the ſaid Proviſo, I 
the ſaid Richard -Tillyer Blunt do hereby declare, that my ſaid new Invention is 
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compoſed and made in Manner following; that is to ſay, To make a Yeaſt Gallon of 
the above Compoſition to be uſed as Yeaſt, fuch Yeaſt Gallon containing, and to 
contain Eight Beer Quarts, boil in common Water Eight Pounds of Potatoes as for 
eating, bruiſe them perfectly ſmooth, and mix with them whilſt warm Two Ounces 
of Honey, or any other ſweet, and one Beer Quart (being the Eighth Part of a 
Gallon of Yeaſt) of common Yeaſt, And for making Bread, mix Three Beer 
Pints of the above Compoſition with a Buſhel of Flour, uſing warm Water in the 
making the Bread; the Water to be warmer in Winter than in Summer, and the 
Compoſition to be uſed in a few Hours after it is made; and as ſoon as the Spunge 
(the Mixture of the Compoſition with the Flour) begins to fall the firſt Time, the 
read ſhould be made and put in the Oven. In Witneſs whereof I the ſaid 
Richard Tillyer Blunt have hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal, this Twenty-ſeventh 
Day of November, in the Year of our Lord Oue thouſand Seven hundred and 
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| Richard Tillyer Blunt, (LS.) 
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Be it remembered; that on the Twenty- eighth Day of November Inſtant, the 
— faid Richard Tillyer Blunt came before our ſaid Lord the King, in His Chancery, 
and acknowledged the Specification aforeſaid, and all and every Thing therein con- 
rained and ſpecified in Form laſt above - mentioned; and alſo, the Specification afore- 
ſaid was duly ſtampt, according to the Tenor of the Statute in that Caſe made and 


wen de Twenty-eighth Day of November, in he Year lat above writen, | 
| Examined with the original Recon in e Office” | ; 


of Petty Bag, in the Court of Chancery, this 
25th Day of June, 1799. 


r 
1 


P. Parry. 


A e eee eee NN ies RT AI RY rt ele _ K —— AO we IS IOnA — — 
3 NN e e e xo the T SE Sf SHE ae te FF mA e FFF . 
VID. 3 8 3 R Ys N 7 — bay . TP r 8 . 1 Ro OI IS ITO C 
DI WEIS r 8 2 r r cc ES te td . . r 8 N F N 
88 IT. Tr SY DEA IANS. FAV IIS fn, Wo M Rd SHE: y IN 4 IE TCC e Fe ye re IEF 2 r n 
7 5 3 Ws, 1 n e N 1 Y Path * N WU o -EATY 3 Lo b 1 r 8 
\ 0 4 *, 2 F 94605 ER SOV AS {Ea bit Bro 3 oo 1 LL * OS. T wad 7 1 L 


La ee 


= 


8 


3 
Y 


eee, 


* - * : 4 =y ; 9 i 
:, ; 5 ; 
; | * 
5 L g ö - ; ; 
} 2 = * * 
of 4 4 * x * 0 5 8 8 A. bo . 
; 3 > 2 MT ; þ : „ 37 if : - 
g * * 1 # £ 
n n F - 
0 0 , PE 0! * * * ® 
— . — — be 


— dre 34 r . A ⁵ —u ]ꝗ N ꝗ ñ ¶ ́⁰-duD Ä: ² 7 on, no 92 on ol 1 a 
2 ; 4 2 r 1 * 1 gp $5 * 15 N p 8 8 
5 * 5 £ 4 . 1 2 s b 5 * ? 5 


” 


7 


| E \ TRL. N 2 p i 8 — — | —— : ; a 2 i 2 Fa = RE 7 $43 ba : 2 4 : 8 85 5 | ; ? 5 5 1 5 
OBSERVATIONS on the Scotch Diſtiltery, by Nr. Su160, April 1798. 


raiſing the Duties on Spirits made in Scotland, as the low Price of them in that 
Country had occaſioned Excęſſes which were enormous; and he has wiſhed to receive 
Information from Scotland on this Subject. From the Diſtiller himſelf, who is in- 
tereſted, he can expect but little Information; nor can he expect it from the Officer 
of Exciſe, who, under the Licence Law, has no Opportunity of inſpecting the Ope- 
mire DRE / TR TE Les ein e 


A Perſon who has had Occafion to give ſome Attention to the Diſtillery Buſineſs 
in Scotland, but at preſent has no Intereſt or Connection with it, propoſes to make 


ſome Obſervations on the Manner of conducting that Manufacture in the Lowlands 


of Scotland, eſpecially on the Effect which the Licence Act has in regulating the 

Duties. He hopes he may be of ſome Uſe to his Country, eſpecially at the preſent 

Time, when a permanent Revenue is ſo neceſſary for the Purpoſes of Government. 
He wiſhes alſo to be uſeful to the Diſtillers, by pointing out the Cauſes of the Inequa- 
lity of Duty among them, and the Means of rendering them more equal 


It is not neceſſary, and.it would be tedious, to deſcribe the Progreſs of the Diſtillery 
in Scotland, ſince it firſt began to aſſume a Form of ſome Conſequence about Twenty 
Years ago. It may, however, not be thought improper to mention what gave Occaſion 
to the Licence Act being introduced into the Lowlands of Scotland, by which the 
Manufacture and Duties, levied on Spirits in Scotland and in England, became re- 

pularncd'by %% 


l 3 „ 


The Scotch Diſtillers, 77105 to the Year 1786, had ſent a ee 
Spirits to the London Market, which had occaſioned a Reduction of the Price; and 
it was found alſo that the Revenue of the Diſtillery had diminiſned. From this Cir- 
cumſtance, it was ſuſpected, that Frauds were committed againſt the Revenue to a 

great Extent; and the London Diſtillers having received certain Information of the 
Manner in which the Duties were evaded in Scotland, this ſuggeſted the Neceſſity of 
making ſeparate and diſtin& Laws for raiſing the Duties in the different Kingdoms. 4 


Therefore in July 1786, the Licence Act for the Lowlands of Scotland com- 
menced, and was to continue for Two Years. The Principle on which this Act was 
framed, between the contending and rival Diſtillers of the Two Kingdoms, with Con- 
ſent of the Miniſter, was in this Manner. EE 


The Duty then paid by the Engliſh Diſtillers was Six Pence per Gallon on the 
Waſh, and ſuppoſing that 18 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, 
were taken from 190 Gallons of Waſh, the Duty on the Spirits of that Strength 
amounted to 25. 97 d. per Gallon, The Diſtillers in the Lowlands of Scotland 
were allowed to work Stills of any Capacity or Extent, on paying an Annual Licence 
Duty of Thirty Shillings per Gallon on the Content of their Stills; and the Spirits 
on mage were to be conſumed in Scotland, They 275 ee 8 ſend 
their Spirits into England, on paying an additional Duty of Two Shillings per Gallon, 
of the Strength __ 10 7s v7 Gon Proof, when landed there. Thus 
it was computed, that the Annual Licence Duty of the Scotch Diſtillers would be 
equivalent to the remaining 954. per Gallon, paid by the Engliſh n Is 
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* Ground; that che Scotch Diſtillers could run off their Stills only Outs in the 2 


The Licence Act being ſettled in this Manner, and as the Engliſh Diſlillers con. 
ſidered they had been thus far ſucceſsful.in fixing the Scotch to pay a certain Duty gf 

- 25. per Gallon, not to be evaded, they expected to have had the London Market to 

' themſelves: But they ſoon found they were miſtaken, and that the Scotch continued 
2 food increaſed Qyantities, and the Price of Spirits fell very low in the London 


In the Beginning of 1788, an Inveſtigation took place in a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, reſpecting the Number of Times in which the Scotch Diſtil. 
lers had worked off their Stills in a given Time, and it was found that they were in 

the Practice of running off their Salle 5 or 6 Times in the Space of 24 Hours, It 
was therefore inferred, that by Miſrepreſentation they had obtained an undue Ad- 
vantage over the Engliſh Diſtillers; and in February 1788, before the Two Years 
of the Licence Act had expired, an additional Duty of Six Pence per Gallon was laid 
on all Spirits ſent from Scotland to England; the remaining Tor per Gallon. being 
N a ſufficient Equivalent for the Licence Duty. It muſt well be remembered, 
that at this Time the Scotch Diſtillers, who had long contended with the Engliſh, 
became Bankrupts, and reſigned that Market to their Rivals, Since that Time new 
Regulations have been made, by which the Whole of the Engliſh Duty is paid on the 
Scorch Spirits when landed in England; and the Revenue ariſing from the Diſtillery 
„ %%% TOp2T ern Oe ee "IN 


* 


HFaving endeavoured briefly to mention the Cauſes which originally occaſioned the 
Licence Act to be introduced into the Lowlands of Scotland, it may now be proper to 
obſerve, that the Ingenuity of the Diſtillers, working by the Licence Act, has conſtantly 
been excited, and always ſucceſsful in leſſening the Duties, their Succeſs having kept 
Pace almoſt in the Degree in which the Duties have been increaſed. For, when the 
Licence Act commenced in 1786, the Diſtillers continued for ſome Time to uſe Stills 
_ ofa large Size, and the Duty being only 30s. per Gallon on the Content of the Stills, they 
did then work them off 5 or 6 Times in the 24 Hours, by which the Duty coſt from 
24. to 3d. per Gallon on the Spirits. In 1788, the Duty was increaſed to L. 3. and 
it continued at that Rate for about Five Years; during this Space, they improved in 
running off their Stills to about 20 Times in the 24 Hours. They attained to this 
Degree of Diſpatch by greatly reducing the Size of their Stills, and enlarging their 
Furnaces. At this Time the Duty on the Spirits did not coſt them above One 
Penny per Gallon, which being very ſmall they did not think any farther Improve- 
ment neceſlary. R Zh %%ö;7⁵ OT TT „ 
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Since the Commencement of. the preſent War, the Miniſter has thought that to 
lay an additional Duty on Spirits made in Scotland would be a proper Meaſure; and 
in 1793, the Annual Licence Duty on the Stills was increafed to C. 9. and in 1797, 
to . 54. per Gallon, which is the preſent Duty. He had Reaſon to expect that a 
large Increaſe of Revenue would ariſe from this high Duty; and yet it muſt appear 
very ſurpriſing, that the Revenue from the Scotch Diſtillery has not increaſed in any 
conſiderable Degree. This is not owing to a Diminution in the Conſumption of 

Spirits; for the Price of that Article being ſo low in December laſt as 3, per Gallon, 
there can be no juſt Reaſon to think that a leſs Quantity has been uſed, It may be 
proper to explain and account for this, F EE: 


It has been obſeryed that the Diſtillers, by reducing the Size of their Stills, and 
applying a greater Quantity of Fuel, had been able to work off their Stills about 20 
"Times in the 24 Hours. When they found the Duty raiſed on them ſo high as L. 54. 
per Gallon, they have been trying every Expedient in order to accelcrate the _ 
FFC | eee | „„ From 


& 


APPENDIX NA) 339 


From repeated Experiments they have found, that the more ſhallow the Stills are 
made, and the Bottoms enlarged, they can increaſe the Size of the Furnace, and 
apply a much larger Quantity of Fuel, conſequently bring the Waſh in the Still to 
boil in a ſhorter Space of Time. The Liquor in the Still being likewiſe on a more 
extended Surface, the Evaporation or Proceſs of Diſtillation is performed in a more 
expeditious Manner. It is principally by the Shallowneſs of the Stills, that the 
Lowland Diſtillers are now enabled to run off their Stills 3 Times in the Hour, or 
72 Times in the 24 Hours; a Degree of Diſpatch which a few Years ago was 
thought to have been impracticable. N > 


But before the Diſtillers had attained to this Dexterity, they had ſome Difficultics - 
to ſurmount, for, during the Proceſs of Diſtillation, they had frequently been inter- 
rupted by the boiling Waſh being forced over into the Worm, occaſioned by the 
Application of a very ſtrong Fire, which rendered the Proceſs: incompleat, and was 
attended with much Danger to the Servants by ſometimes blowing the Head off the 
Still. To remedy this Inconvenience, they had found that a Quantity of Soap put 

into the Still among the Waſh, has the Effect to prevent it from riſing into the 
Worm. They have alſo found, that by making the Heads of their Stills of a great 
perpendicular Heighth, the Waſh, by its Gravity, is prevented from riſing fo high. 
They have alſo attained to a very expeditious Method in charging and diſcharging 
their Stills, owing to the large Size of Pipes and Cocks affixed to them, and to the 
Expertneſs of their Servants, jj nn one a Nog 


It may not be improper to ſhew what the Duty on the Gallon of Spirits will coſt 
the Diſtiller, when the Annual Licence Duty on the Gallon of the Still is C. 54. And 

ſuppoſing the Calculation to be made for a Houſe that manufactures into Spirits 
90 Quarters of Corn Daily, and that the Stills are wrought off 3 Times in the Hour, 


The following Stills are neceſſary: 


3 Waſh Stills, each to be gauged at 73 Gallons, incluging Lo | 
tze Head, will make . Fr 219 Gallons, 


=_ | 1 Low Wine Still of the fame Size, will be ſufficient to work D- ” f 
34 7 the Low Wines . - ws. „„ 73 1 
I | pt e To pay Duty for - - 292 P 


Each of the Waſh Stills is gauged at 73 Gallons, but on Account of the large 
Size of the Head, and that it has been found neceſſary, in order to procure Diſpatch, 
alſo to have ſome vacant Space in the Body of the Still, to prevent the Waſh from 
boiling over into the Worm, as already deſcribed; therefore the Still cannot be 
charged but with a Quantity of Waſh, which is little more than One Half of the 
gauged Content, So that allowing the Still to be charged with 4 3 Gallons of Waſh, _ 
the 3 Stills will contain at every Charge 129 Gallons; and as they are ſuppoſed to be 
wrought off 72 Times every Day, the . diſtilled will be 9,288 Gallons Daily. 
[ he principal Diſtillers continue to work their Stills during the Sundays, therefore 
x 1 9755 Quantity multiplied by 7 Days, will give 65,016 Gallons Waſh diſtilled. 


The Quantity of Waſh brewed in a 90 Quarter Houſe will ſtand thus; go Quar- 
ters of Malt and Barley, at 120 Gallons of Liquor to the Quarter of Corn, makes 
10,800 Gallons of Waſh; and as the Diſtiller is ſuppoſed to maſh only Six Days 
in the Week, the Quantity of Waſh brewed Weckly will be 64, 800 Gallons. 


8 The Quantity of Waſh diſtilled av above: ere bons Dy + + 
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The Number of Qvarters of Corn maſhed Daily is 90, which multiplied by 6, 
the maſhing Days in the Werk, makes 540 Quarters per Week; and allowing 15 
SGuallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, to be taken from the Quarter of 
* Corn; then the Amount of Spirits made Weekly in a go Quarter Houſe will be- 

8,100 Gallons of the above Strength.” Now the Annual Licence Duty on 292 Gal: 

lons of Stills at C. 54. per Gallon is . 1 5,768; the Weekly Duty will be £.303. 46. 74;, 

therefore 8, 100 Gallons paying a Duty of C. 303. 45. 74. One Gallon will coſt Nine 


Pence Doty, 


The above State of the Duty on the Gallon of Spirits, which the Lowland Diſtiller 
pays; ſuppoſes that he works off his Stills 3 Times every Hour. The Country or 
ſmall Diſtillers; who carry on their Buſineſs on a ſmall Scale, have now generally at. 
tained to this Degree of Expertneſs ; but thoſe Diſtillers who carry on their Buſineſs 
to'a"great Extent, and are called the great Diſtillers, can run off their Stills 4 or 5 
Times in the Hour; indeed, from the Quantity of Corn conſumed in their Works 

and the few Gallons of licenſed Stills taken out, they muſt perform their Operations, 
at that Rate, Theſe laſt ſeem to be very anxious to conceal their Superiority ; for 
ſome of them are ſaid to adminiſter an Oath of Secrecy to their Servants when they 
engage them . e e 


It is principally during the laſt Six Months, that the great Diſtillers have acquired 
this extraordinary Degree of Diſpatch in working off their Stills; and by which the 
Intention of Government, to raiſe a permanent Revenue by an Increaſe of the 
Duties on the Diſtillery by a Licence Act, has been defeattetln. 


| tt = now be proper to mention the different Methods by which the Duty on 
the - illery in the Lowlands of Scotland may be levied ; and there are Three 
which occur : 5 


_ iſt, The preſent Licence Act to be continued, and the Duty increaſed. 


7 ad: The Licence Act to be ecodinned at the prefent Duty; and 8 ſmall Duty to 
be 5 on the Waſh, and to be under the Survey of the Officers of 
Exciſe. 1 5 „5 „ 


3d. The Duty to be 89 1 on the Gallon of Waſh while in Fermentation, 
Aal and to be under the ſame Regulations and Reſtrictions as in England. 


1ſt Or ion to the 1ſt Mops. 


By the Licence Act the Duty cannot be aſcertained; for it has been obſerved, 
that in proportion as the Duties have been increaſed, the Diftillers by their Ingenuity 
have diſcovered Methods to leſſen or evade them; and when a ſeemingly heavy Duty 
of V. 54. per Gallon on the Content of the Still took place, it did not affect the 
Spirits made above 94. per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof; and to thoſe 
who wrought off their Stills above 3 Times in the Hour, their Spirits would coſt. 
them leſs Duty. Now ſuppoſing the Licence 17 to be doubled, and to be J. 108. 
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the Duty on the Spirits would only amount to 184. per Gallon of rhe ſame Strength. 
The Duty on Britiſh-made Spirits in England is at preſent 45; 744. per Gallon, 1 
to 10 over Hydrometer Proof. If the Uſe of Spirituous Liquors is to be allowed 
to the Scotch, they cannot afford to pay ſo high a Duty as the Engliſh do; they are 
leſs wealthy than their Neighbours, and in this, as in the Malt and Salt Duties, it 
may be 2 to favour them; perhaps a Duty of 25. 344. per Gallon, 10 per 
Cent, over Hydrometer Proof, being the Half of the Engliſh, ſhould be levied from 
Spirits made and conſumed in the Lowlands. Tf this Duty could be made effectual, 
A great Revenue would be produced, and the Price of Spirits kept fo high as to pre- 


| | * 


Licence Act be continued, it will be difficult to determine the Duty with which the 
Spirits will be affected, as it may be Gil rs wh * l e es the e ee 
off the 1 wit Snater Dien ” 


2d OngrerION. 


The Diſtiller not 12 25 under the Survey of the Exciſe Officer, a very ſeldom 
enters his Houſes, may commit Frauds to a great Extent, by occaſionally making 
uſe of ſome of his maſhing Boilers as a Still, Thoſe Diſtillers eſpecially, whoſe 
Works are furrounded by high Walls, or are rendered by Ditches inacceſſible in the 


Night Time, have it much in their Power to take Advantage of this; for ſuppoſing 
4 Boiler of a great Size is filled Two Thirds full with fermented Waſh or Low Wines, 


placed near to a Refrigeratory, and a Tube of a moderate Size be ſo fitted to the 
Boiler as to conduct the Vapour into the Refrigeratory, to be there condenſed, this 
will make a large and compleat Still; and if, during the Operation, the Diſtiller ſhould 
be alarmed by the Exciſe Officer, he has only to diſcharge the Coutents of the Boiler 
before he admits him. By this Kind of e he may 7 Detection, 


30 3 


This Mode es an Inequality of Duty among the Aifferent Diſtillers; for it 


has been obſerved, that ſome of them work off their Stills 3 Times in the Hour, 
while others form 4 or 5 Times in the ſame Space of Time; therefore ſuch as run 
off their Stills moſt frequently in a given Time, will be able to underſell the others 
who are leſs dexterous; and one of the original Intentions of the Licence A&, 
which was to render the Duty more equal among che Diſtillers a dd becomes 
entirely fruſtrated. | 


4th Os 8 


The Inconvenience to the Diſtiller, in being obliged to work . 
without Intermiſſion. It is well known to every Perſon converſant with the Proceſs 


of Diſtillation, that, during the Summer Months, there cannot be extracted from the 
Corn the ſame Quantity of Spirits from 10 to 20 per Cent. as can be taken in the 
Winter and Spring Months; therefore a conſiderable Loſs to the Country at large 
by the Waſte of Corn. 


Another Inconrenience to the Diſtillers i is, by 1 8 obliged to . the whole 


Year. When they happen to take out too large a . eee, of licenſed Stills, they 
make a Quantity of Spirits more than equal to the Conſumption of the Country; the 
Conſequence is, that they accumulate large Stocks, and are frequently reduced to 


the Neceſſity of ſelling their Spirits at a very low Price, which has a Tendency to 


produce bad Effects among the lower Claſſes of the People. If, on the other Hand, 


the Quantity of Stills licenſed ſhould be found too ſmall for the Conſumption, the 


Diſtillers in this Caſe eſtabliſh a Monopoly, and raiſe the Price of Spirits beyond all 
Bounds. Of late Years the Trade of e in the ee has baus germs 
2 Buſineſs of mere Spoculntioa. N 


5th OnJzcTiON, 
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vent the lower Claſſes of the People from indulging to Exceſs» But if the preſent, 
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Diſtinlers, who ſeem to retain a conſcientious Regard for the Inſtitutions of the Chriſ. 
tian Religion, ſtill decline working their Stills on that Day. The great Diſtillers, 
| eſpecially rhoſe in the Neighbourhood of the Capital, ſince the Duties have been 
increaſed, have been in the Practice of running their Stills on Sunday, and ſome of 
them are ſaid to maſh on that Day. It is unneceſſary to comment on this; there 
being no Neceſſity for continuing a Praftice fo repugnant to Religion and Morality, 


* 


it is hoped the Legiſlature will not countenance it. 


6th Os jzcriox. 


The Loſs to the Community at large, ariſing from the Waſte and great Expence 
attending this Mode of manufacturing Spirits by the Licence Act. It may not be 
improper to particularize ſome of them; and the Calculation ſhall be made ſor a 90 
Quarter Houſe. 5 255 1 


Coals. The Waſte of this Article is very great; a go Quarter Houſe will con- 
ſume an extra Quantity of 60 Tons Weekly, and this 1s occaſioned 
by the conſtant Application of great Fires to the Stills, in order to 
increaſe the Diſpatch; for when the Licence Duty becomes very high, 
the Waſte of Fuel is not attended to. This will be a Loſs to the 

Country of 60 Tons of Coals per Week, which at 105. is C. 30. 


Soap. This is an Article which muſt appear to be only triſſing, but will amount 
to no leſs than J. 1 5. per Week, each Still requiring from a Quar- 


ter to Half a Pound every Time it is charged with Waſh, 


Servants. * This is attended with a very great Expence, for as the Diſtillers continue 
| to work their Stills in the Night as well as the Day Time, they muft 
have a double Set of Men for this Purpoſe, each Still requiring from 

3 to 4 Men to work it. They will pay Wages to 30 Men extra- 

ordinary, beſides an Increaſe, of Wages for working on Sundays. 

T his cannot amount to leſs than £.25. per Week. 


Tos. They ſuſtain by not running their Stills long enough, ſo as to take off 
the whole Spirits. In this Caſe they conſider the Loſs ſuſtained by 

_ diſcontinving to run off the Stills, when but a ſmall Quantity of Spirit 
is left in them, as of leſs Value than the Duty, provided the Time 
of the Operation was to be prolonged, and the Whole of the Spirits 
taken off, It may be difficult to aſcertain the Amount of this; but 
at a moderate Computation it cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 2 to 
5 per Cent. of the whole Quantity manufactured. dt will appear 
that this Waſte is conſiderable, ſince the beſt Diſtillers in this Coun- 
try do not extract from a Quarter of Corn. above 15 Gallons of Spi- 
rits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof. | - 


On the Whole, the Waſte and Loſs to the Country at large, on a go Quarter 
Houſe, by che hurried Manner of working the Stills, cannot be leſs than L. 5,000. 
per Annum. | | | | 
Having endeavoured to point out the Loſs to the Revenue, and the Difficulty of 
aſcertaining, or even of gueſſing, at the real Duty on the Spirits made; the Inequality 
of Duty among the Diſtillers, and the Inconvenience to them, from being obliged 
to work the whole Year without Intermiſſion; the Tendency which the working on 
Sundays may have in corrupting the Morals of the People; the Loſs to the Com- 
munity at large, and great W aſte occaſioned by the Diſtylers working off their Sel 


— 
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1 Celerity. Every Perſon convinced of this, vill not * to think 
chat the preſent Method of raifing a Duty on Spirits in Scotland by an ee Licence, 
ſhould Fe aboliſhed, and a leſs e one ſubſtituted in its place, 


In the Event, however, that a more eligible one cannot be found out, and it ſhould 
Mill be thought proper to continue the Licence Act in the Lowlands of Scotland, it 
1s to be hoped, that ſome of the Regulations to be pointed out will tend to bring 
in a more certain Revenue, and render the Duty more equal among the Diners. 


It has already been obſerved, that the N Method by which the Diſtillers 
have attained to this extraordinary Degree of Diſparch i in working off their Stills, 
has been brought about chiefly by having their Stills conſtructed of a broad and 
ſhallow Figure, and the Heads raiſed to a conſiderable Heighth. It muſt therefore 
occur, that if all the Stills were to be conſtrued of one Shape, the Diſtillers would 
be prevented from making Alterations; they would be on a more equal Footing 
among themſelves ; and it might be a Means of aſcertaining, with ſome Preciſion, the 
Number of Operations that could be performed in a given Time in a Still of a cer- 
tain Figure and Dimenſions, Therefore to prevent all Attempts to alter the Figure 
of the Stills, let it be enacted, that no Copperſmith ſhall make, or Diſtiller uſe for the 
Purpoſe of Diſtillation, Stills whoſe Ne Fi 90 or Conſtruction, ſhall be hah 
than! in this Manner: of | : 


The Figure or Shape of Pe Still to be of a cylindrical 1 go equ wall wide at 
the Top, Middle and Bottom, The Breadth or Width of the Still to be of the ſame 
Dimenſions as the Depth; the Riſe in the Bottom of the Still upwards not to exceed 
One Tenth Part of the Deptli of the Still, and the Riſe of the Shoulder or upper Part 
of the Still not to exceed One Tenth Part of the Depth, or to be in the ſame Propor- 
tion. The Head of the Still to be made alſo of a cylindrical Form; the Heighth 
of it not to exceed the Depth of the Still, to be joined to the Middle of the Still, and 
continued to the Top in a perpendicular Direction; the Width of the Head not to 
exceed One Third Part of the Diameter of the Width of the Still, £46 


For Example: Suppoſing a Still to be 30 Inches 523 50 at the N Middle, and 
Bottom; 


Then the Depth not to be leſs than 30 Rt 407 © T 
The Width or Diameter of the Head not to exceed 10 Inches; 
_ The Heighth of the Head not to exceed 30 Inches 
The Riſe in the Bottom of the Still upwards not to exceed 3 Inches ; $- 
The Riſe i in the Shoulder not to exceed 3 Inches. 


: JI I 


* he Tube or Pipe which aondufts the Steam from the Head of the Still into 60 
Refrigeratory, ſhall not be wider than the Head of the Still, and ſhall be ſo affixed to 


the upper Part of the Head, as to produce and continue an Ps eat of a 9 with 
the Head of the Still not greater than 70 Degrees. 


The Waſh Still ſhall not be uſed for the Purpoſe of citing Low v Wines, nor r the 
Low Wine Still for the Purpoſe of. diſtilling Wan | 


No other Pipes or Tubes to be affixed. either into the Body of the Still, or into 
the Head or Tube that conducts the Steam into the Refrigeratory, excepting One 
Pipe or Cock, not exceeding 2 Inches in Diameter, for allowing the fermented Waſh 
to be introduced into the Body of the Still, and another Pipe or Cock, not excced- 
ng Two Inches in Diameter, for running off and e the ſpent Waſh, 
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ee e age or Apparatus of any Kind to be affixed to or connected with the 
the Sell, or the Refrigeratory, that 1 in 1 e tend to ben the 


wy 


WM Ro before it is introduced into the Still. 


© The Stills not to be wrought by Steam, nor to be put into a Caſe-made of Metal 
or other Materials for the Purpoſe of applying Steam to forward the Proceſs of Dir. 
tillation; nor any Device or Method be allowed for working off the Still, other. 
eb than by putting it on a F urnace and e Fuel in the Manner uſually 
pr c | 


The Stills t to be 3 and 5 to the Catia of ths . 

of Exciſe, or Officers acting under them, who are to be empowered to enter, and to 

have free and ready Acceſs, during the Night as well as the Day Time, to the Still 
Houſes, and to all other Parts of the Houſes and Works belonging to the Diſtillers, 
When the Exciſe Officer has gauged or meaſured the Still, he is to affix a Stamp 
and Number to the Still, that it may not be changed. In gauging the Still, the Oh. 
cer is to give no Allowance or Diſcount to any Diſtiller for Chains, or any other 

Ipſtrument which he may think proper to uſe in his Still, in order to prevent thick 
Waſh from adhering to or burning the Bottom of it. In this . the e 
will be all put on an equal Footing. 


No Utenſil or covered Veſſel fit for boiling of Liquors to be e in any Part 
of the Diſtillers Works, at a leſs Diſtance than 20 Yards from a Refrigeratory or 
other Veſſel appropriated for, the condenſing of ſpirituous. Vapours. This Clauſe 
is intended to prevent the Uſe of Boilers in Diſtillation, as it muſt be a difficult Mat- 
ter for the Diſtiller to convey the Vapour in e ſo as to communicate with a Re- 
frigeratory : at the Diſtance of 60 Feet. 5 + Son „ 571 3 


In order to prevent working on Sundays, every Still to 1 LET 3 1 Seals 
affixed to it by the Officer of Exciſe on Saturday Evening before 10 O Clock, and 
not to be opened until Monday Morning at 6 O Clock. The Officer to ſurvey the 
Still Houſe and other Parts of the D. iller' $ I ON, at leaſt T different Times 
during the dee 5 


It may now be aſked, that nates i theſe N reſpecting th the Fi igure and 
Shape of the Still ſhould be gone into, how often may the licenſed Diſtiller, with a 
Still of this Conſtruction, be able to work it off in the Space of 24 Hours; and 
what will be the real Duty which he will pay on his Spirits? To this Queſtion there 
can be no determined or ſpecific Anſwer given. The Preſumption only is, that he 
cannot work off ſuch Stills by any Means ſo frequently as he has done thoſe of a2 
different Figure; indeed, the great Probability is, that he cannot work them off above 
Once in an Hour at mot for about Six Years ago, when the Licence Duty was 
only J. 3. per Gallon, the Figure of the Stills then in uſe was ſome what ſimilar to 
thoſe deſcribed, only that the Heads were raiſed higher, and then the Diſtiller could 
work off his Stills only about 20 Times in the 24 Hours. Now ſuppoſing this to be 
the Number of Times he can operate his Stills conſtructed as above, there will be 
; no Occaſion to advance the preſent Duty of J. 54. per Gallon on the Content of the 
Stills, and it may be calculated in this Manner; | 


. The Diſtiller to have a Waſh Still gauged alt - 100 . 95 
; Anda Low Wine Sol 006k it at —— £0! - 25 Ss 
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| ro pay Hop 45 - 125 Gallons | 

125 Gallons of Stills, at L. 54. per Gallon Yearly, is L. 6,7 5O, and allowing him 
to work 313 Days in the Year (deducting 52 Days for the an as the Duty he 

will Pay every Day will be L. 21, 115, = | 
The 


F 


mediate Neighbourhood. 


more Permits © 


AP D K - 


The Spirits he makes Daily may be calculated thus: His Waſh Still is gauged alt 
100 Gallons, and ſuppoſed to be charged with 65 Gallons of Waſh. This multi- 
plied by 20, the Number of Times he may be reckoned to work off his Still in the 


24 Hours, he will diſtil 1,300 Gallons of Waſh every Day. Now allowing that he 


makes his Waſh ſo ſtrong as to take 15 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydro- 
meter Proof, from every 100 Gallons of Waſh, the Quantity of Spirits made Daily 
will be 195 Gallons of that Strength. The Duty he pays every Day being L. 21, 115. 
therefore the Licence Duty on the Spirits made will coſt the Diſtiller 2s. 2 fd. per 
Gallon, 1'to/ 10 '9ver Hydrometer Prog” 7 799 He nh Tent RY RtRY : 


The above Calculation is intended merely to ſhew what the Duty will amount to, 

providing the Stills are worked off 20 Times in the 24 Hours. This, however, is 
meant only as a Matter of probable Conjecture; for no Perſon can ſay, à priori, with. 
any Degree of Preciſion, how often a Still of this Figure may be worked off in a 
given Time. It is however to be preſumed, that after repeated Trials the full Ex- 
tent of the Operations may be well aſcertained, and the following Regulations may 
have a Tendeney to diſcover this Circumſtance, being a Matter of conſiderable Con- 
ſequence to the Revenue, So | „„ CCC 


This is reſpecting the Permiſſion allowed by the preſent Law to the Diſtiller to 
ſend out his Spirits accompanied only with his own Certificate“; there being no 
Stock kept on him nor Check of any Kind, there may be ſome Hazard of this In- 


dulgence being converted into an Abuſe. - For, if the Situation of his Diſtillery is 


adjacent to the Sea Coaſt, he may apply his Certificate to protect and convey Foreign 
Spirits; or if he ſhould be connected with a Diſtillery working for Exportation, and 
ſucceed in ſeducing the Officers, he may abſtract Quantities of the Spirits (which in 
this Caſe pay no Duty in Scotland) and convey them away by his own Certificate, 


This is not meant to convey an Opinion, that this laſt Method has been practiſed 
hitherto ; at the preſent low Duty it could not be an Object of ſufficient Conſequence. 
to the Diſtiller; but if an efficient Licence Duty, which ſhould produce T'wo Shbil- 
lings or upwards per Gallon on the Spirits made, ſhould be levied, it would then 
become a Matter of conſiderable Magnitude, and the Temptation too great to be 


CCC 


In the Highland Diſtillery, it has been thought prudent not to entruſt the Diſliler 
with the Power of ſending out his Spirits accompanied with his own Certificate only. 


He is allowed a 40 Gallon Still, which is to produce 1,660 Gallons of Spirits (no. 


Strength is ſpecified) ; the Officer gives him Credit to this Extent in his Books, and 
no more, keeps a regular Account of his Stock, and Exciſe Permits are granted to 
accompany the Spirits as they are ſent out. When the Officer has granted Permits 
for the 1,660 Gallons of Spirits, the Diſtiller's Credit is exhauſted, and he obtains no 


1 


The Highland Diſtiller, by being thus limited to a certain Credit, is checked in 


his Endeavours to work off his Stills by 3 ; for if he ſhould acquire the Dex- 
terity of the Lowland Diſtillers in this N 


, he cannot procure Permits to ſend off 
his Spirits; and if he ſhould venture to ſend them off without a Permit, his Spirits 
are ſubjected to Seizure, and he is put in no better Situation than the common Smug- 
gler. The Probability therefore is, that he will not make a much greater ſurplus 
Quantity than the Law allows him, or he can find Means to diſpole of in his im- 
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May not a fimilar Method be adopted for che Lowland Diſtillery; and may pot 


the Diſtillers Credit be limited, and be exactly in proportion of the Gallons of Stills 
taken out, or Duty actually paid by him? In this Caſe his Spirits hehoved to be ſent 
out with regular Permits, and it might be proper to reſtrict the Strength to 1 in 10 
under Hydrometer Proof, and the Packages to contain no ſmaller Quantity than 60 
Gallons. The Officer to keep a regular Account of his Stock, which he is to take at 
leaſt Once a Week, on the Saturday Evening, and againſt which Time the Dif. 
tiller is to have all the Low Wines made into Spirits, which are to be kept in Ware. 
houſes ſeparate from the Still Houſe, When the Officer ſurveys - the Stock on Sa- 
rurday, he is to give Credit to the Diſtiller for One Week's Amount, or a Fifty-ſecond 
Part of the whole Year's Credit, in this Manner: FFC 


4 For Inſtance : If the Diſtiller has Stills of 12 5 Gallons Content, for which he ys 


Duty, and if 2s, 24 d. per Gallon on Spirits, x to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, is the 


Rate of Duty, the Credit allowed him per Day is 195 Gallons or per Week 1,119 


Gallons, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, which will be 1,300 Gallons of Spirits, 


I in 10 under Hydrameter Proof, and which is the Credit to be allowed him Weekly 
in the Officer's Books, | | V = 


The Diſtiller ſhould alſo be preven ted from receiving Permits, or Spirits with Per- 


mits, into his Stock or Warehouſes from Diſtillers or Dealers. 


The Limitation of the Diſtiller's Credit, in proportion as he pays Duty, will be 2 


ſevere Check on his Operations; for if his Buſineſs is conducted on a great Scale, he 


cannot diſpoſe of any great Quantity of ſurplus Spirits without Permit, and in this 
Caſe it will no Doubt be made for the Officer's Intereſt to look after it. 


All Spirits found removing without Permit to be liable to Seizure ; and if this 
farther Penalty was to be added, that if a Quantity of Spirits, exceeding 20 Gallons, 
was found removing without Permit, and Proof brought of its having been conveyed 


from the Warehouſes of a Diſtiller, to the Satisfaction of the Commiſſioners of Ex- 


ciſe, they ſhould be empowered. to withdraw from ſuch Diſtiller and his Works, the 
Annual Licence for the Remainder of the Time for which it is granted. This, no 
Doubt, would be a ſevere Meaſure, and it may be thought to place too much 
Power in the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, but it would have the Effect to prevent 


6: The material Alterations regarding the Licence Act in the Lowlands, if it ſhould 


be found neceſſary to continue that Mode of levying the Duties, may be conſidered 


to be—That the Conſtruction of the Still be of one determined Shape and Figure; 


that the Diſtillers be not allowed to ſend out Spirits with their own Certificates; that 
they be reſtricted to a certain Number of Gallons of Credit in the Exciſe Officer's 
Books; and that in proportion to the licenſed Stills taken out, or the Duty actually 


paid by them, that Stocks be kept on them; and Exciſe Permits to accompany 
the Spacits 0n:being maxed, te ens nol ad a ts fon Ft ant 


- Theſe are the Obſervations which have occurred to the Writer of thi 


Paper; 


and though he may hope that ſome of the Regulations may be uſeſul, yet he is 


very doubtful whether a certain and permanent Revenue can be levied by the 


Second Mode of levying the Duties; viz. By continuing the preſent Licence Act; alſo 
laying a ſmall Duty on the Waſh during Fermentation, ſuppoling Two Pence per 


Gallon, and to be under the Survey of the Officers of Exciſe. _ 
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It this Mode ſhould be thought practicable, it muſt however become à Matter of . 
much Difficulty to form ſuch Laws as may not on the one Hand obſtruct the 
Diſtiller in working off his Stills with Diſpatch, and at the ſame Time give free 

Permiſſion to the Officer to make a regular and juſt Charge of the Duty on the Waſh. 
The Interruption-which the Diſtiller muſt in this Caſe unavoidably meet with from 
the Officer taking an Account of the Waſh at every Diſtillation," muſt retard his 


Operations, prove a Source of Diſcord and Contention between the Diſtiller and 


Officer, and the Situation of the latter will be rendered ſo diſagreeable to him, that 
he may either relax in his Duty, or be induced to come into Terms with the 
Diſtiller . | | | -” 


Ad. Onjecrion. | 


The great Expence to Government in providing an additional Number of Officers 
to attend the Difulleries, is an Objection which cannot be eaſily ſurmounted ; for 
ſuppoſing that there are Three Stills erected and at work in a Still Houſe, and that they 
are wrought off with the Diſpaxch of Three Times in the Hour, this will require 
the conſtant Atrendance of Two Officers, who cannot leave the Still Houſe even for 
Half an Hour; beſides, as the Diſtillers work in the Night as well as the Day Time, 
a double Set of Officers will be neceſſary, The Diſtilleries in the Lowlands being 
numerous and widely difperſed in the Country, this Manner of Survey will require ſo 
many Officers, and incur ſo heavy an Expence to Government, that it mult be too 
expenſive to be put in Execution. /) 


The Third Mode propoſed for raiſing a Revenue from the Lowland Diſtillery, is by 
charging a Duty on the Gallon of Waſh while in Fermentation, and to be under the 
{ame Regulations as the Diſtillery in England. 7 F 


In this Place it may perhaps not be improper to premiſe a arfilay in regard to 
the Engliſh Diſtillery. The preſent Duty charged on it is 104. per Gallon oa the 
Waſh, and allowing 18 Gallons of Spirits of the Strength of 1 to 10 over Hydro- 
meter Proof, to be taken on an Average of the Year from 100 Gallons of Waſh, the 
Duty on the Spirits made will be 45. 7 d. of that Strength. 


During the Continuance of the Diſtillery Law in England which levies the Duties 
by charging it on the Waſh, London is the Situation beſt adapted for carrying on 
that Buſineſs; Indeed, when it is conſidered, that the great Revenue ariſing Tom 
the Diſtillery in Britain is eaſily collected and chiefly paid by the London Diſtillers,” 
it is not ſurpriſing that the Laws ſhould be framed in ſome Meaſure for their par- 
ticular Accommodation; for the Duty being charged on the Waſh, it becomes the 
Intereſt of the London Diſtiller to make it ſtrong, ſo as to produce a large Quantity 
of Spirit from a ſmall Quantity of Waſh, It is well known to them, from repeated 
Experience, that Waſh of a great Strength or Gravity requires Yeaſt of a freſh and 
| powerful Quality to carry on and compleat the Fermentation. 


The Porter Breweries in London furniſh them with this Yeaſt, which is not to h | 
had in any other Part of the Kingdom ; and it is chiefly this Circumſtance alone which 
gives the London Diſtiller his great Superiority over the Diſtiller ſituated at a Diſtance 
from the Capital; for as he can take a greater Quantity of Spirits from an equal 

_ Quantity of Waſh, conſequently he pays a leſs Duty on his Spirits, When Yeaſt is 
kept long, or carried about to any confiderable Diſtance, its fermentative Power is 
weakened, and it will not produce a compleat Attenuation. | e aan 
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Having taken Notice of the London Diſtillers favourable Situation in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Porter Brewery, it may now be neceſſary to mention the Objections 
for introducing the Waſh Act into the Lowlands of Scotland, VI a 


: | iſt. OsJecriON., „ 
The principal and indeed only Objection of Conſequence is, the Hazard of the 
Exciſe Officer being corrupted by the Diſtiller in the Diſcharge of his Duty. That 
this was the Caſe to a great Degree before the Licence Act in 1786, there are ſtrong 

| Reaſons to ſuſpect; it may be thought proper therefore to mention a few Things 

reſpecting the Lowland Diſtillery before that Time. * 


Before November 1784, the Diſtiller had an unlimited Allowance of Credit for his 
Fpirits, by reducing them with Water in the Preſence of the Officer. By means of 
| this Water Credit, and the Connivance of the Officer, he could protect and ſend out 

all the Spirits he could make, whether the Duty was paid or not. But the. Law which 
commenced in November 1784, limited the Diſtiller's Credit for Spirits in the Offi- 
cer's Books, and that in the Proportion of the Duty paid ; a Credit being then allowed 
of 20 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, for every 100 Gallons of 
Waſh which paid Duty, By this Act the fraudulent, Diſtiller's Operations were 
_ cramped, for though he could bring over the Officer to his Views, this was of little 
Uſe to him, as he was prevented from covering or ſending away his ſurplus Quantity 
of Spirits without Permit. „ os Cool tlic „ 
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Before November 1784, the Exciſe Officers in Scotland had a Salary of L. 35. 
It is now increaſed to £.5o per Annum. It is not therefore very ſurpriſing that 
Officers having ſo ſmall Salaries, ſhould have been unable to reſiſt the Offers of 
thoſe Diſtillers who conducted their Buſineſs to a great Extent, and could afford to 
pay well for Favours. „ 1 WES | 


* War 4 
_ a 
oy — 


There are certainly Methods by which the Exciſe Officers may be checked in per- 
forming their Duty; by frequently changing them; by having ſuperior Officers to 
inſpect their Survey ; by increaſing the Salaries of thoſe Officers appointed to ſurvey 

the Diſtillery, This may be a Stimulus to their Activity and Fidelity, 


%%% + cad. Oemorinn.. 


Buy ying a Duty on the Waſh, it occaſions many Inconveniencies to the Diſtillers, 
anda Loſs to the Community at large in the Waſte of Corn. OY, 


It has been obſerved, that the London Diſtiller, by procuring ſtrong and freſh Yeaſt, 
can ferment Waſh of a thick Conſiſtence, and that he can take 18 Gallons of Spirits, 
1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, from 109 Gallons of ſtrong Waſh ; but if he was 
allowed to add to this Waſh from 30 to 50 per Cent. more Water, he. would be 
able to extract a larger Quantity of Spirits, as the Fermentation would be com- 

_ pleated in a higher Degree; it may therefore be ſaid, that in proportion to the defi- 
0 Quantity of Spirits extracted, there is juſt ſo much Loſs of Corn to the 


If chis is the Caſe with the London Diſtiller, it muſt be more ſo with the Diſtiller 
removed at a Diſtance from the Capital; for though he may be ſupplied with Yeaſt 
from the London Brewery, yet by the Motion in Carriage, and Time loſt in reaching 
the Country, its fermentative Power is weakened, and unleſs it is made more thin 

it will not produce a proper Fermentation, Hence arifes the principal — 0 
ee wk | tho 


APPENDIX (kx. 1) 


from a given Quantity of Waſh or from the Corn; and to this is owing the Diffi- 


e 


thoſe various and diſcordant Diſcriminations among Diſtillers, and which ds chiefly . 
occaſioned by the different and unequal Quantities of Spirits they are able to extract 


culty which occurs in framing Laws, which can be applied with Juſtice and Impartia- 


lity to Diſtillers placed in different Situations, or whoſe Practice or Knowledge of the 
Janne happedd:to, be dim... 8 


Thoſe 1 the Lowlands of Scotland, who are called the great Diſtillers, | have 85 | 


their Buſineſs from the Engliſh, and copy them in their Method of. Manufacture; 
they uſe a Mixture of malted and unmalted Grain, of which the greater Proportion is 


unmalted; by this Mode they are able to take a greater Quantity of Spirits both 


from the Waſh and Corn, than the other Claſs of Diſtillers in the Lowlands, who are 
known by the Diſtinction of the ſmall Diſtillers. The laſt uſe almoſt entirely Malt, 
and the Yeaſt of the Scotch Brewers, which is weak. Their Works are conſtructed 
on a ſmall Scale, and their fermenting Backs, being of a ſmall Size, are alſo unfa- 


yourable for Fermentatidn. Thence ariſes the Differences in the Product of Spirits; 


for while the London Diſtiller can take 18 Gallons, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, 
from 100 Gallons of Waſh, the great Lowland Diſtillers average Product will not 


exceed 15 Gallons, and the ſmall” Diſtillers not above 12 Gallons of the ſame 


Strength; and if in this Place the Product of the Highland Diſtiller may be men- 
tioned, it will be found to be diminiſhed in a ſtill greater Proportion, and not to ex- 


ceed 8 or 9 Gallons of the ſame Strength from a Quarter of their Corn, or 100 Gal - 


lons of Walſh, | 
© Ifthe Lowland Diſtiller ſhould attempt to make his Waſh ſo ſtrong, as to produce 


the ſame Quantity of Spirits from it which the London Diſtiller takes from his, the 


1 Conſequence would be, that a very great Part of the Waſh would remain unſer- 
mented, and he would ſoon diſcover the Waſte of Corn to be ſo great, as to induce him 
to make his Waſh of a more thin Conſiſtence. The Law therefore which charges 


the Duty on the Gallon of Waſh, occaſions a conſiderable Waſtò of Corn to the Com- 


munity at large; but as the Security of the Revenue on Spirits in England is per- 
haps the firſt Conſideration, ſome Loſs on the Corn conſumed in that Manufacture 


becomes a Matter of leſs Concern, eſpecially as no other Method has been deviſed 
for ſecuring the Duties that promiſes to be more ſucceſsful,  . © 
i” At preſent the ſame Objection in the Waſte of Corn, and the Inequality of Duties 

paid by the different Claſſes of Diſtillers by the Waſh Act, may be applied, but not 


in the ſame Degree, to an Annual Licence. But if the Licence Duty ſhould be raiſed- 


fo high, as to affect the Spirits made at the Rate of 2 s, per Gallon, it will then be- 
come the Intereſt of the Diſtiller to make his Waſh ſtrong ; for in this Caſe, as he 


can alſo make a greater Quantity of Spirits in a given Time, his Duty will be rea- 


dered ſo much the leſs, 


That Perſon would do an eſſential Service to his Country, who could point out 
ſome Method, by which the Diſtiller ſhould be left to the Exerciſe of his Ingenuity to 
extract the greateſt Quantity and beſt Quality of the Spirits from the Corn, and in the 


molt ceconomical Manner, and at the ſame Time that the Duty on the Spirits aftually 


made ſhould be ſecured, and put beyond the Poſſibility of Evaſion, + 


© One Method ſeems to offer irſelf, which is, that the laſt Proceſs, or the Diſtillation 


of the Waſh and Low Wines, be conducted and entirely entruſted to the Superintencl- 


ence and Management of Officers appointed by Government. The Diſtiller himſelf _ 
to be prevented from interfering in this Operation, The Spirits to be Daily taken 


an Account of by the Officer, and by him delivered to the Diſtiller, and the Dutics 


do be paid Weekly, The Objection, however, to this Method, ſeems to be equally 


ſtrong ; for the Officer may be corrupted by the Diſtiller, and as it may be perhaps 
difficult to contrive a proper Check on the Officer's Fidelity, Frauds may be com- 


mitted. 
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and more permanent Revenue than by 1 Licence a e is adi es more uſes, 


5 Þ L 
Scotland, by her Northern Situation, is leſs fertile and wealthy than England. She 


. | ſame Strength, in which Caſe the Duty of the One Half, or 5 d. per Gallon on the 


5 of Sprrits —_ ſo _ as to nn their ee 1 


| the Diſtillers in Scotland employed, for the Purpoſe of evading the Duties previous 


hg DiMliery of Scotland. 


| | | « T = | Wd 4 5 . 7 


a; This is only, mentioned 8 as a Hint, which may be conſidered at doeh 
future Time, when the Attention of the Gentlemen in the Nb e of Public 
anni 2 ils: Sidel than-1 on at PRE e Yar” 


F. * 


| 8 1 , f 
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Duty on the Lowland Diſtillery by charging it on the Waſh, it is however 2 
Opinion of the Writer of this Paper, that a Duty on the Waſh will produce a greater 


e will anne ent Alterations. | 


In the View, khan FEE ae Waſh 4 Ad 155 again | cat" into {Stora 
poſed to ftate the Principle on which the Sum of Duty ſhould: be levied, 


it 


has been favoured in the Duties on Malt and Salt, on which ſhe pays but about 
the One Half of the 'Engliſh Duties; if therefore it may be thought proper to 
allow to the Scotch the ſame Indulgence in the Duty on Spirits, the One 

Half of the Engliſh Duty may be charged alſo. Now it has been obſerved, 
that the Duty in England on the Gallon of Waſh is 104. which affects their 
Spirits at the Rate of 43. 7d. per Gallon, i to 10 over Hydrometer Proof. It is 
then propoſed, that the Lowland Diſtillery ſhould pay about 25. 3+ d. per Gallon of 
the fame Strength, or the One Half. But it has been noticed, that the beſt Lowland 
Diſtillers do. not take ſtom 100 Gallons of Waſh above 1 5 Gallons of Spirits of the 


Waſh, would make the Duty on the Spirits to amount to 25. 979. per Gallon, which 
brings them too high. If therefore a leſs Duty than 59. per Gallon on the Waſh, 
ſuppoſing 44. only, were to be charged, and allowing 15 Gallons of Spirits from 
100 Gallons of Waſh, the Duty will then affect the Spirits 25. 23.4. per Gallon of 
the fame Strength; and if this Duty could be made effectual on all Spirits conſumed 
in the Lowlands of Scotland, a very great Revenue' would be N and the Price 


At this Time it ma 3 tireſome to mention the different Methods which 


to the Licence Act. A few of them, however, need only to be noticed. They had 
their Houſes conſtructed fo as to contain a large Number, from 20 to 30 fermenting 
Backs, by which they had always a large Quantity of Waſh prepared; and when 
they found their Opportunity, they diſtilled in One Day g or 4 of theſe Backs, when 
the Duty was only charged on 1 of them. To eſcape Detection, they had always 
ready prepared in-the Coolers a Quantity of Worts, ready to let down in the Backs as 
they were emptied. They alſo provided themſelves with Keys and Seals to open the 
Locks of the Still; but theſe Abuſes could not have been 1 to wy great Ex- 
tent, if the Officers had attended to their Duty. 


In the Event, therefore, of its being thought eligible to 3 the Duties on the 


Waſh, it may be neceſſary to point out be Re een Which may Long” to * 
the Evaſion of this Bug. - N 


Let the Whole of the Laws and 1 now in force for raiſing the Dudes 
on the Engliſh Diſtillery, and "oe conveying the . be introduced i into the Low- 


No Still to be uſed for the diſtiling of Waſh, whoſe . | ſhall be leſs than 
1,900 Galloas including the Head; alſo a Low Wine Still, whoſe Content ſhall not 
exceed One Third Part of the Size of the Wath Still; the 1 7 and Figure ol 
Furs © bo the lawe are in Page 343. | | 


5 my 


The Number of fermenting. Backs in One Diſtillery not to exceed 12, and the 
Content and Capacity of each Back to correſpond with the Size of the Still, or not 


to exceed it above One Third Part; the Backs to be progreſſively numbered, begin- 
ning at N* 1, and continuing to N* t2, and the fermented Waſh to be put into 
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the Still in a regular and ſucceſſive Manner, according to the Number on the 


Back. | : Ces CO lg 
The Diſtiller to work off his Waſh and doubling Still Once in the Day, and no 
more; the Stills to be charged in the Preſence of the Officer every lawful Day from 
4 to 6 in the Morning, and to be worked off by g o'Clock at Night. 


The Officer to have immediate Accel; during the Night, as in the Day Time, to 


every Part of the Diſtiller's Works, and for this Purpoſe to be furniſhed by the Dil. 


tiller with proper Keys for entering every Part of his Premites, and without the 
ſmalleſt Interruption. Es OT, peg hes Wl ITE Po ep bh 


| The Diſtiller to be allowed for every 100 Gallons of Waſh for which he pays 
Duty, a Credit for 20 Gallons of Spirit, 1 in 10 under Hydrometer Proof, it being 


the general Practice in Scotland to ſell at that Strength. 


wy 


There will be no Hardſhip or Inconvenience to the Diſtillers by preventing them 
from working in a Waſh Still of a leſs Size than 1,000Gallons, as thoſe on the ſmall- 
eſt Scale carry on Buſineſs to a much greater Extent already. It is well known, that 
a Space of Time not exceeding 14 Days, is fully ſufficient for the Purpoſe of com- 
pleating the Fermentation of the ſtrongeſt Waſh hitherto made from Corn. The Lon- 
don Liſtillers are ſenſible of this, and in erecting their Houſes ſeldom have Occaſion 
for more than 12 Backs. 3 / 
Perhaps ſome of the Scotch Diſtillers may complain, that it will put them to ſome 
Expence to have their Houſes altered; the induſtrious Diſtiliers, however, will ſoon 
find this to be for their real Intereſt, as they will be able to carry on their Manufacture 


in a regular and œconomical Manner. Thoſe Diſtillers, whoſe Object is Specula- 
tion, will oppoſe the raiſing a Duty on the Waſh, as it is not for their Intereſt to ſee a 


Law eſtabliſhed which has the A ppearance of being permanent. 


It will be neceſſary alſo to make a few Alterations in the preſent Law, in re- 


gard to the Scotch Diſtillers working for the Engliſh Market, Thoſe Regulations 
which have a Reference to the Licence Act to be modified or aboliſhed; but thoſe 


which contain the Rules of working for Exportation to England to be continued, viz. 


164 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, to be taken from 100 Gal- 


lons of Waſh; the Spirits to be locked up, and the Duty paid on the Spirits when 


landed in England; the Engliſh Diſtiller, when working for Scotland, to be regulated 


in a ſimilar Manner; the Spirits to be ſhipped for Scotland of the Strength of 1 in 10 
under Hydrometer Proof, and the Duties be paid at the ſame Ra 
Diſtillers pay when landed in Scotland,  _ VVV 


HIGHLAND DISTILLERY. _ 


The Licence Act for that Part of Scotland, commenced about Two Years before 
the fame AR did for the Lowlands, %% at hh wr ome bl 


The Revenue from it is at preſent raiſed by an Annual Licence Duty of C. 6. 105. 


on the Content of the Still, the Size of which not to exceed 40 Gallons. A Quan- 


4 DU ſure, 


£ x 


* of Malt, Duty free, not to exceed 450 Bolls, or 2,700 Buſhels Wincheſter Mea- , 


ate which the Scotch | 


3 


P 
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ſure, is allowed ſor every 40 Gallon Still, which is ſuppoſed to produce 1,660 Gatfony 
of Spirits of an inde finite Strength, for which the Exciſe Officer gives the Diſtiller 
Credit, keeps an Account of his Stock, and the Spirits are ſent out with Exciſe Per. 
mits. There is an imaginary Line drawn as the Boundary between the Highland and 
the Lowland Diſtrict ; and there is alſo a farther intermediate Diviſion made in the 
Highland Diſtrict, by which a Belt, or a Part of the Highlands which borders on the 
Lowland Diſtrict, pays a higher Duty of J. 9. per Gallon on the Stills, and is allowed 
400 Bolls of Malt, or 3,000 Wincheſter Buſhels, Duty free, and a Credit for no more 
than 1,660 Gallons of Spirits. This ſeems to have been an Omiſſion, as a Credit for 
that Quantity of Spirits was given for 250 Bolls of Malt; therefore, when a double 
Quantity of Malt is allowed, a double Credit, or 3,320 Gallons of Spirits, ſhould have 
Poor's he emma 2 e 


The Act of Parliament which gave to the Highlands of Scotland the Privilege of 
making Spirits at a very low Duty, and reſtricted the Diſtiller to the Conſumption of 
the Grain of the Growth of the Highlands, ſeems to have been conceived rather for 
the. Purpoſe of improving the Agriculture of the Country, than for drawing a Revenue 
from the Diſtillery, From the Conſtruction of the Act, it muſt appear to any Perſon 
who is acquainted with the Principles of the Diſtillery Buſineſs, that its Application 
could only be intended for a rude and uncultivated Country, where Commerce and 
Manufactures had made but little Progreſs. )) ͤͤͤͥͤ UTI 164 
From thoſe Accounts which have been got reſpecting the State of this Diſtillery, 
the Manufacture of Spirits appears to be conducted in a very imperfect and unequal 
Manner, both in regard to the Quantity of Spirits made from the Corn, and the Du- 
ty paid on them by. the different Diſtillers ; ſo that it muſt be exceedingly difficult, 
if not impracticable, to make ſuch Laws as may equally affect the different 
Diſtillers. e | 


In ſome Counties, ſuch as Elgin, Banff, and Aberdeen, the Diſtillers have acquired 
-more Knowledge ; they have Corn of a better Quality; they uſe ſome Yeaſt from the 
Breweries, and may take from a IE: of Malt from 9 to 11 Gallons of Spirits, 
1 to io over Hydrometer Proof. They have aHo improved in the working off their 
Stills, and ſome of them have attained to the Degree of Diſpatch of running their 
Stills from 15 to 20 Times in the 24 Hours. But thoſe Diſtillers, who are ſituated 
on the Weſt, the moſt Inland and Northern Counties, ſeem to be deficient in every 
Thing which reſpects their Buſineſs, and continue in the ſame Degree of Ignorance 
they were in 30 Years ago. They have no Yeaſt from the Breweries, and with Diffi- 
.culty take 7-or 8 Gallons of Spirits of the above Strength from a Quarter of Corn. 
They have acquired no Dexterity in working their Stills, ſeldom running them off 
above 4 Times in the 24 Hours. The greateſt Part of them have given up their 
Stills ſince the Licence Duty was raiſed to J. 6. 105. per Gallon, as being too high 
for them to pay. . 5 e . 


From the ſmall Quantity of Spirits which the Highland Diſtiller-draws from his 
Corn, they coſt him dear; but the Quality of them is held in ſuch Eſtimation in the 
Highlands, that he ſells them from 5s. to 65. per Gallon, 1 in 10 under Hydrometer 
Proof, being nearly double the Price which the Lowland Diſtiller obtains for his 

„„ ob | . 

The Licence Act ſeems to be better adapted to the Highlands than to the Low- 

lands of Scotland; ſor the Country for the moſt Part being but thinly inhabited, 


n * a v n K 


This correQted by Stat. 38 Geo. 3. c. gz 61. "# 
ö ” 1 | an 
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and in many Places difficult of Acceſs, it would become very expenſive. to Govern- 


ment, and perhaps impracticable for Exciſe Officers to ſurvey it in the Winter, if 


the Duty was to be charged on the Waſn. Indeed the Revenue obtained from it is 
comparatively ſmall and inſignificant; but it may be ſaid to be created entirely ſince 


the Commencement of the Licence Act, as before that Time the Highlanders were in 


the Practice of uſing illegal Stills, and their Coaſts being extenſive they were eaſily 


ſupplied with ſmuggled Goods from Holland, 


h Inthe Obſervations on the Lowland Diſtillery it has been remarked, that the Prin. 
ciple of the Rate of Duty, with which it ſhould be charged, was to be the One Half 
2 the Engliſh Duty; and if this ſhould be approved, a, ſimilar Exemption will be 


ſound to be equitable if extended to the Highland Diſtrict, or a Duty affecting the . 


Spirits made, of about One Shilling per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof. It 
it is to be prefumed, that in the moſt fertile Counties of the Highlands, the Diſtillers 
would be able to pay this Duty on giving them a proportionate Credit, and Permiſ- 

ſion to ſend their Spirits through the Highlands. In the End ſuch Diſtillers would 


ind this to be for their Intereſt. 


To iſtate the Manner in which this Duty may be calculated by the Licence AQ ; 
Suppoſing a Diſtiller to be confined to a Still, whoſe Content ſhall nat exceed 40 Gal- 
Jons, that he can work off ſuch Still 20 Times in the 24 Hours, to be charged every 
Time with 25 Gallons of Waſh, and that it will require 5 Charges of the Still each 
Day to convert the Low Wines into Spirits; therefore the Still will run off only 15 
Charges of Waſh Daily, or 375 Gallons of Waſb. Admitting alſo that only 8 Gal- 
lons of Spirits, 1 to 10-0ver Hydrometer Proof, can be taken from 100 Gallons of 
:fuch Waſh, this will make 30 Gallons of Spirits manufactured Daily. The working 
Days in the Year being 313, the Quantity of Spirits made in ſuch a Still will be 9,390 
Gallons, and the Duty at 16. per Gallon is C. 469. 105. which the Diſtiller ſhould pay 
as an Annual Licence Duty on a 40 Gallon Still; and he ſhould have Credit in the. 
Officer's Books for 9,390 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, or 
10,433 Gallons, reduced to the Strength of 1 in 10 under Hydtometer Proof, 


3 this View, the Diſtiller would alſo require an increaſed Quantity of Malt, the 
preſent Law allowing him only 500 Bolls. It will require 1,172 Bolls, at the Rate of 
8 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, from the Boll of Malt; but as 


it may be improper to give ſo large an Allowance of Malt without paying ſome Duty, 


chere may be laid on it a Duty from 6d. to 15, per Boll. 

By this Manner of charging the Duty, an increaſe of Revenue would be obtained, 

and a 40 Gallon Still would pay | - |= + = - d£:469g 10 — 
And a Duty on 1,172 Bolls of Malt, ſuppoſing at 15. per Boll - 58 12 — 


The above Calculation is adapted for thoſe Parts of the Highlands which are moſt 
Populous, and where the Corn is in Plenty and of a better Quality: But in thoſe 
other Parts where the Inhabitants are poor, and far removed from Fuel, and the Qua- 


| ity of their Corn bad, they cannot afford to pay ſuch Duty; and it would be difficulg 
to apply any Rate of Duty they could afford to pay, unleſs it was ſo ſmall as to be 


_m_ inſignificant in the View of Revenue, and they will probably have Recourſe to 
ir old Practice of uſing illegal Stills. On theſe there may be one Check, that as 


the other Diſtillers, who pay the Duty, will have an extenſive Credit and Permits for 


the Spirits they make, they can ſend them into eyery Part of the Highlands, and will 
be able to unden the legal e e 
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- If the Hip land Diſtiller ſhould agtee to pay this Duty, which he will no Doubt 4 
firſt think a heavy one, he may with in his Turn to make an entire and compleat 


Separation between the Highland and Lowland Diſtrict, and to exclude the Lowland 


Diftiller from ſending his Spirits into the Highlands; but it may be thought unrea. : 
ſonable to grant this; for as the Lowland Dittiller pays double the Duty, no Incon. 
venience can ariſe to the Revenue or the Public from continuing this Per. 


Theſe are the Obſervations which occur in regard to the Highland Diftillery : a, 


it appears to be extremely difficult to raiſe a Revenue from it, by charging the Duty 


on the Waſh; no Calculations have been formed on this Mode. 


There remains only one Circumſtance to be mentioned, which is, that the Atten- 
taken place between the Lowland and Highland Diſtillers. The Deſign of the former, 
in their Publications, is to ſhew that partial Taxations and local Exemptions in re- 
gard to Duties are impolitic; and as the Highland Diſtillers pay lefs Duty, they 
complain of their ſending Spirits into the Lowlands and underſelling them. From 
the high and greater Prices which the' Highland Diſtillers receive for- their Spirits, 
it does not appear probable that this can be done to any conſiderable Extent. It is. 
however, curious to obſerve, that while the Lowland Diſtillers fix their Attention on 
their Northern, they ſeem to have forgot their relative Situation in regard to their 
Southern Neighbours ; for they ſtand in the very ſame Point of View. While the 
Engliſh Diſtillers pay a Duty of 45. 744. per Gallon: on their Spirits, the Exemprion 
in favour of the Lowland Diſtillers is very great; for the Duty on their Spirits has 


tion of the Public has been attempted to be drawn to a Contention which has lately 


been ſhewn not to exceed 9d. and to thoſe who have acquired the greateſt Dexterity in 


working their Stills, it is preſumed will not exceed 5 d. or 64. per Gallon ; ſo that the 
Argument they make uſe of againſt the Exemption in favour of the Highland 
Diſtillery, applies with ſtill greater Force to themſelves. While they blame the High- 
landers for ſending their Spirits into the Lowland Market, the Engliſh Diſtillers may, at 
leaſt with equal Propriety, complain that a Part of the Northern Counties in England 
is ſupplied with Spirits from Scotland; for the Price of Spirits in Scotland being 
about the One Half of the Engliſh Price, points out the Inducement to this Trade. 


The Quantities of Spifits ſent by the Scotch Diſtillers to the Towns on the Borders of 


England, ſuch as Longholm, Gretna Green, &c. will ſhew that this Traffick is of no 


mall Extent, 


STOCK OF SPIRITS ON HAND. 


Owing to the Improvements which the Diſtillers in the Lowlands of Scotland 
made in the working off their ↄtills, the Stocks of Spirits inereaſed on them to ſuch a 


Degree, as to produce more than a double Quantity during the laſt Summer. The 


Conſequence was, they were diaincd of Money, and obliged to apply to Govern- 
ment for a Delay of Time to pay the Duties; and this was allowed them. Of 
this Stock of 8 pirits, there ſtill remains in the-Country a conſiderable Quantity on 


Hard. 85 


"The Miniſter having ſome Time ago declared his Inte 
Duty on Spirits made in Scotland, the Dealers and ſeverat other Perfons have pur- 
chaſed from the Diſtillers large Quantities, no Doubt expecting that no additienal 
Duty will be laid on the Stock on Hand. What Stocks are in the Poſſeſſion of the 


tion to lay an additional 
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Dealers, will be known from the Books of the Exciſe. Officers; but the Diſtiller's 
Stocks will not he aſcertained immediately, the Officer keeping no Account of them. 
It is no doubt conſiderable, and appears to be an Object for the Conſideration of Go- 
vernment to impoſe z nadditional and equivalent Duty. It is generally computed. 
that the Stock of: Spirits in this Country at preſent, is ſufficient to ſupply the Con- 
ſumption for 5 or 6 Months; and in this View it is moſt likely, that when the Diſtil - 


ders are informed that the new Duty is conſiderably increaſed, they will give up 
working their Stills for the Remainder of the Seaſon, | FH | | 


If Government-ſhould-intend to lay an additional Duty on the Stock of Spirits, 
there ſeems to be ſome Difficulty in pointing out a Mode, by which the Sum of it 
may be calculated on equitable Principles; for if the Licence Act ſhould be continued, 
and an additional. Duty laid on the Gallon of the Stills, it cannot eaſily be computed 
how much this Duty will affe& the Gallon of Spirits, there being no fure Data to pro- 
ceed upon; in this Caſe the Duty on the Stock on Hand can only be gueſſed at, and it 
may be either too little or too much. VVV! 0 


On the other Hand, if it ſhould be thought proper to aboliſh the Licence Act, and 
lay the whole Duty on the Gallon of Waſh, in this Caſe the additional Duty on the 

Stock of Spirits on Hand may be calculated on more certain Grounds; for if a 

Duty is laid on the Waſh, ſo as to affect the Spirits to be made, at the Rate 5 
of 23. per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, and allowing that the Stock on 
Hand has already been ſubjected to 9d. per Gallon, which is the higheſt Licence 
Duty paid by the Diſtillers, then the Duty to be laid on the Stock on Hand ſhould be 


the Difference, or 16. 3d, per Gallon, 


The Quantity of Stills licenſed this Year in the Lowlands, though not exceeding 
3,00 Gallons, will make a Quantity of Spirits far beyond the natural Conſumption 
of the Country, great as it is. Subjoined is a Calculation, by which it will appear that 
this apparently ſmall Number of Gallons of Stills can manufacture more Spirits than 
the Engliſh Diſtillery has made in one of its beſt Years in 1794. | os 


5 The Number of Gallons of Stills licenſed in the Lowlands of Scotland, . 


lot 1798, - = = , 9 
Deduct a Fourth for Low Wine Stills = - 925 


Gallons of Waſh . 2,775. | 


Allowing a-vacant Space in the Waſh Stills equal to 4 Parts of the Content, then the 
Stills will be charged + Parts full, including the Head, which will be 1,665 Gallons of 
"Waſh each Time; this multiplied by 72, the Number of Times the Stills are run off 
during the Day and Night, being at the Rate of 3 Times every Hour, will make 
119,880 Gallons of Waſh Daily; this being multiplied by 313 Days, being the 
working Days in the Year (though many Diſtillers work on Sunday) makes 

37,522,440 Gallons of Waſh'Yearly.; allowing the Waſh to be made ſo thin as 
to produce only 12 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, from 
: 0 as of Waſh, the Spirits made will be 4,502,672 Gallons, or 17,867 Tuns 


The Engliſh Diſtillery in London made in 1794, 23,253,960 Gallons of Waſh; - 
at 18 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, from 100 Gallons of Waſh, 
45 4,185,712 Gallons of Spirits, or 16,609 Tuns. : „ 
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# 


The Scotch Diſtillery in is Lowlands 
made in 1799. 


The 17 Dune in London 1 
in e 1 9 


Gallogs of Waſh, . Gallons of f Spirit, 


g 5 nk 1 5 — — 
| | Difference - , - 14,268,480 


| Appendix (K. 2. J 


PAP E R reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spiri from Oatmeal. 


wh 3755 23.0 60 


; . 23.289960 Fo 


451 85,712 , 


* 


4 316 960 


VI. Sligo, late Redtifier i in Leith, begs to inform the Honourable the Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons on the Scotch Diſtillery Buſineſs, that he has been in- 
formed, that about 25 Years ago, a Perſon in Aberdeen made Quantities of vinous 
Spirits for Sale from unmalted Oats or Oatmeal, without any Mixture of Malt; and 
that he continued to make Spirits in this Manner for ſome Years ; that to the belt of 
his Recollection, he was informed he extracted about 9 Gallons of Hydrometer Proof 


Spirit from the Boll of Oatmeal, being Eight Stone Amſterdam, or 140 Pounds 


Avoirdupois Weight; the F lavour of the Spirit * refembled Whiſkey, but had 


rather a more harſh and pungent Taſte, _ 


London, 24th May, 1799. 
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Abe (i ee 
. AN e Wee Joer Back. to certain dan depeslns the 
| : > Diſtillation of Spirit. 31 4 0 


+ fit tort 1 a dn 5 


„Wan the eſſential Oils can be . from the Spirits as ea by rap 
Diſtillation as by flow Diſtillation ? 


2. Whether, in men nich Walen t this Separation can . effected in navy con- 
Gderable Degree? - _, 


3. Whether the e of he eſſential o. with Spirits has the Ef of rang 
the laſt leſs palatable? 


+ nn it 00 the Effect of making g them 00 wholeſore? i 6 46 aft 


Anſwer to Query x V. Tn 


I am of opinteg, that the eſſential or flavouring Oils cannot 55 1 " w a 
from the Spirits of fermented. Liquors or Waſhes of any Kind buf "ORG Daten 


as by flow Diſtillation. e * 
Anfiwer to Query .. bent 


In Diſtillation, whether rapid or flow, there is always leſs or more Separation of 
the eſſential Oil from the Spirit; but the more. rapid 1 is the 8 this Separa- 
tion 1 in FEY os rpg the more imperfect. | f | 


Aufwer to Queries 3 1 * 


The particular Flavours of the different diſtilled Spirits PIs from the effenia 
8 favouring Oils which they contain. | 


„ „ 


Some of theſe Oils are . diſagreeable to the Palates and Stomachs of moſt Perſons ; 
others, though agreeable and pleaſant to the Palate, leave the Stomach diſtreſſed by 

the Taint or Infection of the Flavour which they leave in it, and by the Durabilit 
of that Taint, which brings on Head-ach, &c. The Flavour of bad Whiſkey is both 
-diſagreeable to moſt Perſons-and diſtreſſing to their Stomachs, and therefore Whiſkey 
is the more improved the more it is deprived of its Flavour. The Flavour of Rum 
or Arrack is agreeable to moſt Palates, and a Rum er Arrack deprived of its Fla- 
vour would be rejected by moſt Drinkers of Punch. But, in general, the more of a 

ſtzong or rich Flavour a Spirit has it is the leſs digeſtible, and 1t the more fatigyes 
the Stomach and Conſtitution. | 
* Toeph Black. _ 


Edinburgh, 22d April, 1700. 
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ANSWERS of Dr. IxotMU⁰,Cuz to certain Queſtions Hcg te 
Diſtillation of Spirits, 


1. Whether the eſſential Oils can be ſeparated from the Spirit as eaſily by rapid 
Diſtillation as by Now Diſtillation? 


2. Whether, in very rapid Diſtillation, this Separation can be effected in any con- 
fiderable Degree? 


3. Whether the Mixture of the eſſential Oils with the 2 has the ERea of 
making the laſt leſs palatable? _ 


| > Wherker ie has the Effect of inidivg; them ef wholeſome 3 
ANSWERS. 
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to the Health of thoſe who loan it. 


ANSWERS. 


10 By wei, bad un Reuſon: A d Diſtillation of the Spirit is 
neceſſary, by adding to it Pot Ah or Pearl Aſh vety dry, which has the Property of 
. Phlegm or Water and the eſſential Oils. I believe theſe ſecondary 

Sun. ate performed by nes People, who d no other Buſineſs but refining. 


| _ cds rapidly the” Didtillation is carried on, the more the Spirits obtained 
by it will be inſected with eſſential Oils and other Particles of an h * and 
Taſte, as well as with Water or Phlegm. 


3. The eſſential Oils, with other 2 8 mt inBing the. lues 
obtained by a haſty Diſtillation, make the firſt Spirit very diſagreeable. 


4. It is conſidered as making the Liquor unwholeſome, though perhaps more ai. 
able than unwholeſome ; for the 3 Spirits obtained by refining them, are 
often employed for Infuſions with various Ingredients, ſome very bitter and-diſagree- 
able to anybody not uſed to them; a 4 reat deal of which Ingredients communicate 
to thoſe Spirit a large Portion of e ate IE by which the E is en 
made more intoxicating. | 


. LETT E R from Mr, Baxyennan reſpeing he Diſtillation of Spit, 


1 ENCLOSE : you Dr. Skene's Anſwer to your Queſtion, and I can have no Heſitation 
in aſſerting my Opinion, that rapid Diſtillation brings over a very ſtrong and dele- 
terious Spirit, containing the empyreumatic Oil of Males which is TY obnoxious | 


N 7, 1705 · 
Appendix (L-4) 
LET TER from Dr. Gzorxoz SKU reſpeding 0 the Ditilaton of Spirits, 
Dear Sir, 


11TH regard to Mr. Ferguſon's Queſtion ' have no Doubt of the Fact, that Spirits | 
diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, are more 
unwholeſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a very ſtrong Fire, than 
when diſtilled owly and with a gentle Heat. This, I ſuppoſe, is the moſt material 
Circumſtance he wants, and therefore think it unneceſſary to enter into the Diſ- 
cuſſion of the ſubſequent Queſtions. : 


\ "Geo . $ Kent. 
Aberdeen, March 31,1799 a 
; ns; (Le 5. 
ANSW E R 8 of Dr. W1LL1aM Dycz to certain Queſtions repeting the 
OY _ Diſtillation of Spuits. | ” 


In 1 to the firſt Query I muſt Lie 5 obſerve, that TE ever” üs 1 


any Experiments an. nnn SO .. 
cettain 


. 
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certain its component Parts, the Law prohibiting an Thing of the Kind, I can ſpeak 
only from Analogy, and there fore any Reaſoning that might be advanced on that Sub- 
ject cannot be fo concluſive, as Experiments conducted in a proper Manner on the 
Subſtance itſelf; but if I am allowed to reaſon in this Way, ſeveral Proceſſes may be 
brought forward as Inſtances of the Neceſſity of a due Regulation of the Degree of 


If the Proceſs for making fimple Cinnamon Water be carried on with Rapidicy, a 
large Quantity of eſſential Oil comes over along with the Water, which Oil is known 
to be not only ſpecifically heavier, but alſo to require, a greater Degree of Heat to 
volatilize it than Water; now if this Proceſs is carried on with a flow Fire, little or 
none of the Oil comes over, but if the Fire be ſtill continued the Oil will be produced 
at the latter Part of the Diftillation, and its coming at this Time can be eaſily ac- 
counted for: In the firſt Period of the Operation the Degree of Heat vas at 214“, 
yet at the latter Part it will be found to have increaſed ſeveral Degrees, on account of 
the Quantity. of reſinous and mucilaginous Matter afforded by the Cinnamon, and 
held in Solution by the Water; for this Mixture in the Still is now enabled to bear. 
the Degree of Heat neceſſary for the Volatilization of the Oil, therefore ic muſt aſcend, 
as is actually the Caſe. If inſtead of Water alone a Mixture of Alkohol and Water 
2 Spirit) be poured into the Still upon Cinnamon, and every Thing prepared 
for Diſtillation with a flow Fire, the Spirit will come over with very little Flavour, 
and ſcarcely any of the Oil in Solution; but if the Fire is ſuddenly raiſed in the Be- 
ginning, the Oil comes over in ſuch Abundance as even to cauſe the Spirit to aſſume 
_ a milky Appearance, indicating that more has been carried with it than was poſſible 
for it to retain in Solution. | Tay” | 
In that Proceſs which every Chemift underſtands how to manage for the Prepara-. 
tion of Zther, it has been long known, that if it be carried on too haſtily a Quan- 
tity of oily Matter is brought over; but if, as is always done, the Proceſs be carried, 
on ſlowly, then none or little of the Oil is volatilized. The Effects of this Oil (oleum 
Vilii) on the Conſtitution, are nearly fimilar when given in ſmall Quantities, and diſ- 
ſolved in pure Spirit, with the Addition of ſome Water ſo as to reſemble Whiſkey, 
to what I have obſerved to be produced from drinking impure Spirits, ſuch as are 
brought from the South of Scotland and commonly ſold here, with this Difference, 
that the former is rather more Jaſting in its Effect on the Head, but they both pro- 
duce bad Effects on the Stomach after the ſtimulating Effect of the Spirit is over; 
and in ſeveral Caſes of Palſy which have occurred in the public Inſtitution under 
my Charge, I have not the leaſt Doubt in my own Mind reſpecting the Cauſe of 
them; for after examining minutely into every Circumſtance, I have aſked if they had 
taken lately any Quantity of any Spirituous Liquor; to which they anſwered, they had 
drank ſome Whiſkey, and from this Moment did they accuſe the impure Spirit as the 
Cauſe of all their Diſtreſs, From the Whole of theſe Conſiderations, therefore, I am 
_ decidedly of Opinion, that the ſudden Application of Heat in producing rapid Diſtil- 
lation, is the Cauſe of all the baneful Effects that can be attributed to drinking this 
Liquor when taken in a moderate Quantity, and that theſe may be eaſily remedied by 
conducting the Proceſs lowly and cautiouſly, - 3 » 


With regard to the Second Queſtion, what has been advanced above will anſwer it 
in ſome Meaſure, but not directly; it can only be ſolved but by actual Experiments, 
and theſe would require a conſiderable Time to put in practice, particulariy as the 
Reſults could not be depended on with a leſs Quantity than Forty or Fiſty Gallons: 
for each Experiment. | . „ 


In anſwering the Third Query I have little Heſitation in ſaying, that Spirits when 
mixed wirh the eſſential Oil of the particular Subſtances ttom which they are pro- 
eee C0 oh id OP 


. 


duced, render ſuch Spirits lefs palatable to ſome, while to others who are more ha- 
bituated to the Flavour or Taſte of ſuch Oils or Spirits they are not diſguſting. But 
independent of any acquired Tafte, ſorely if a Spirit void of any ſuch Flavour or 
Taſte can be procured from Grain, it will be 2% pion preferred, not only on 
account of the Want of Flavour, but for Reaſons of more Conſequence ; that is, di- 
veſting it of its deleterious Quality, which it is of little Importance whether it pro- 

x cetd trom Oil or Acid, ſo that the Cauſe and Effects be known, What I have already 

| aid in Anſwer to the Firſt Query is applicable to the Fourth; and, I have only to 

— obſerve, that in diſtilling a ſmall Quantity of Malt for the expreſs Purpoſe of pro. 

[1 | euring the eſſential Oil (if any there was) I obtained firſt a ſweetiſn acid Liquor, 

then a brown Liquor in very ſmall Quantity, which fell to the Bottom of the firſt 

1 after allowing the Veſſels to cool, the Surface of the Liquor in the Receiver 

had ſomewhat the Appearance of Water that had ſtood a conſiderable Time in an 

Iron Veſſel, and diſplayed different Colours when viewed in different Directions. 
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This brown Subſtance, when touched by the Finger and applied to the Noſtrils, 
emitted a moſt difagreeable Smell, ſo much ſo, that not with all the Waſhing which 
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ANSWERS of the Reverend Gezorcs SkENUE Kirk, Miniſter of Keith 
Hall and Kinkell, to certain Queſtions teſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits. 


=_ - I could uſe, could I get clear of the Smell for that Day from my Finger; nor have I 3 
it attempted to try any more Experiments on this diſagreeable ſmelling Subſtance, but > 
== J conceive that it would be of ſome Importance to proſecute the Matter ſtill farther, 7 
i} as it is probable that by mixing a Portion of this Subſtance with a given Quantity of 7 
it a Mixture of equal Parts of Alkohol and Water, Whiſkey of any Quality may be 1 
= produced ſynthetically ; which if true (for the Smell of the brown Subſtance was Z 
= more horrid than any Spirit I ever ſmelled) the only Thing left to be done to con- 5 
. vince the moſt ſcrupulous, would be to ſepafate this Matter (if ſuch is contained in = 
= the bad Whiſkey) from a given Quantity of Spirit, and then mix Alkohol and dif. D 
i tilled Water with this deleterious Subſtance, ſo as to produce exactly the ſame Quan- 5 
it tity of Spirit, and of the ſame Degree of Strength ; then ſhould be produced Whiſkey - 
8 | of @ ſimilar Quality in every reſpect to that which was ſubjected to Analyſis, Were - 
#1 ſuch Facts to be produced, which J have no Doubt would be the Caſe from a Series = 
if of Experiments well conducted, Manufacturers of this Article might be enabled to 5 
li ſupply the Market with Spirit perfectly freed from this noxious Ingredient, and Phy- Z 
it  ficians would have leſs to do in curing the innumerable Train of dyſpeptic Diſorders = 
Ih that occur ſo frequently among the lower Claſſes of People, particularly in manufac- B 
41 turing Towns, in conſequence of the too free Uſe of this vile Liquor that is ſold in 1 
ij the Shops, oe nas Du np were 3 
i} Aberdeen, 3d May, 1799. % 3 
ö 


4. Co the eſſential and empyreumatio Oils be ſeparated as eaſily by rapid as by 
Low Diſtillation? | N 


A flat Still whoſe Diameter is double of a deep one, admits of being diſtilled Four 
Times as rapidly as a deep Still; bur when Dittillation is very rapidly conducted, 
and a till is charged, boiled, and run off in a few Minutes, this Separation cannot 
be made, as the Oils rite with the Spirits, whatever be the Shape of the Still, The 
boiling Point of Spirits, though commonly fixed at 175* Heat, varies according to 
the Strength of what is contained in the Still. The eſſential or volatile Oils come off 
at diffecent Degrees of Heat, but a ſew Degrees before the Spirits; and, conſe- 
vently, can be oafily ſeparated when the Still is boiled lowly ; but they do not riſe 
diſtinctly from cach other, and from the Spitits when the Still is heated very e ; 
therefore 
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therefore; in this Caſe it is impoſſible to prevent a Mixture of the volatile Oils 
with the Spirits. In regard to rhe empyreumatic Oils, theſe are not ſo volatile; but 
wherever Fire and extractive Matter meet, there muſt be more or leſs Empyreuma, 
according to the Degree of Heat applied. Theſe Oils, for the moſt Part, come 
over in greateſt Quantities towards the Concluſion, if the Proceſs be ſlowly con- 
ducted, as they require 'a greater Heat to force them from the Still; but if che 
Diſtilation is very rapidly conducted, they are driven over in a few Seconds after the 
volatile Oils, which were mixed with the Foreſhot. In ſhort, the Oils which come 
off firſt mix with the Spirits which are ſtrongeſt, and the Oils which come off laſt, _ 
mix with the weaker Spirits in rapid Diſtillation, | | . „„ 


4 Can this Separation be effected in any conſiderable Degree in rapid DiſtMlation? : 


When the Heat is ſo rapidly increaſed in the Proceſs of heating the Still, as that 
the whole three, viz, volatile or eſſential Oils, Spirits, and empyreumatic Oils, run 
over in a few Seconds, and the Still is in Danger of running foul, this Separation 
cannot be effected at all; in no Cale can it be done in any determinate Ratio. But 
the comparative Degree of Separation becomes more conſiderable, in proportion 
as the Still is run off at a lower Degree of Heat. In this Caſe an Operator may, 
partly by Practice and partly by Chance, ſeparate the volatile from the empyreu- 
matic Oils. If he divide his Spirits into three Runnings, the firſt will contain the 
eſſential Oils mixed with the Foreſhot, and the third Running will contain chiefly. 
the. empyreumatic Oils mixed with the weakeſt Spirits; but even the middle Run- 
ning, in rapid Diſtillation, muſt contain ſome Proportion of both theſe Oils, only 
this Proportion will be more or leſs conſiderable, according as the Diſtiller is con- 
tented with a ſmall Quantity of this middle Running, to be ſold at the higheſt Price. 
If the Waſh be more diluted, theſe Oils can be more eaſily ſeparated than where 
the Waſh or Low Wines are ſtronger. But, in general, while the Diſtiller is allowed. 
to ell bis firſt and third Runnings, he can make his middle Running more or leſs, ac- 
cording as he has Demand for coarſer or finer Spirits. % ͤĩ]?⁸˙1¹ßn 


3. Has the Mixture of theſe Oils the Effect of making the Spirits leſs palatable? 


© Undoubredly. This is a Matter of Taſte, on which it is unneceſſary to reaſon, - 
But though there have been many Diſputes about other Points, this, I believe, is not 
controverted by any Perſon, e e e 


4. Has this Mixture of theſe Oils with the Spirits, the Effect of rendering them 
leſs wholeſome ? TT: 7 ES 
The Faculty can beſt decide this Queſtion. I judge only by their Effects, which 
I have both ſeen and felt, though I never drank to exceſs. Half a Glaſs of theſe 
Spirits would give me a Head ach, and a whole Glaſs an Inclination to vomir ; 
therefore J conclude: that they are unwholeſome, © (em 


5. Is it not rather from the Want or Exceſs of Acidity, than from their being 
_ Dowly or rapidly diſtilled, that Spirits are either good or bad? = IT 


A worty Taſte is perceived in newly run Spirits, which have been diſtilled before 
the Waſh was perfectly ripe. This Taſte continues for a few Weeks, but is ſoon 
ialt after the Spirits are put in Wood, though it remains longer where they are kept 
in Glaſs, If the Waſh has not been nearly ripe for the Still, it burns or ſinges the 
Bottom, and a high Degiee of Empyreuma takes place, Almoſt every Diſtiller 
knows how to avoid dis, by trying whether a Candle will burn above his Waſh, 
before he removes it from the Tun to the Still. On the other Hand, if the acetous 
Fermentation has taken place in any great Degree, the Effects are very bad; though __ 
theſe, too, may be prevented in Time, by adding 3 little freſh Liquor newly fer- 
mented. In ſhort, the Evils attending the War.t or Exceſs of Acidity, are only 

| . occaſional, 
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ogeaſßonal, and» generally can, be remedied; thoſe which are occaſioned by rapid 
Diſtillation! are permanent and irremediable, in the Opinion o _ 
eee ͤ .. ST, 0 l 4 _ Geo, Skene Keith, . 


33 FH. 5734 F ; 1 | | 
I was: for; ſeveral Vears a practical Diſtiller, and have tried ſeveral Experiments 
in that Art. I perſectly coincide in the above Anſwers of Mr. Keith. 


| 1 4 1 44 A F 35 ͤ Alex. Smith, One of the Baillies, Old Aberdeen. : 5 
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«ANSWERS of Mr. DIA to certain Queſtions reſpecting the Diſtil. 
5 lation of Spirits. 


Tonne bring mapy of the Queſtions of which I am not competent to judge, I ſhall | 
6 Men., anſwer thoſ 


* S 6 2 97 


e'I am more particularly acquainted with. I would prefer raw 
Spirits diſtilled lowly, as being more eaſy to clean, yet there can be little Difference 
as to their Wholeſomeneſs, when they have been made rapidly by a ſkilful Diſtiller, 
in a Still of a ſufficient Thickneſs, where the Fire acts more powerfully, and who 
knows when to ſeparate that Part of the Spirit which renders the whole unpalatable, 
and ſo difficult to be rectified. Should the Wash burn in the Still, it then acquires 
ſuch a diſagreeable Flavour as not to be marketable; no Means have yet been found 
to deſtroy it entirely ; it is therefore ſo much the Intereſt of the Diſtiller to be careful 
of ſuch Accidents, that there is hardly any Danger to be apprehended on that Head. 


; Pewter Heads and Worms are certainly preferable to thoſe made of Copper; but 
the latter can only be dangerous through the Neglect of Maſters and Servants. 


The Quantity of Spirits that may be drawn from a Quarter of good Malt, is from 
13 to 18 Gallons, 10 over Proof, according to the Proceſs of Fermentation; the raw 
Grain produces about Two Gallons more. %% ls SIO nib 4 
If it were poſſible by any, other Means to inſure the Duties upon Spirits, it would 
be preferable to a Check upon the Waſh, which is no leſs than a Check upon the 

Improvement of the Art of Fermentation, in ſeveral Reſpects ſo eſſential to the 
Purity of Spirits; if the Diſtiller, beſides, is obliged to make his Waſh of a certain 
Thickneſs, to be able to pay the Duty, he cannot poſſibly avoid at Times to loſe by the 
Proceſs, a great Part of his Grain, which will abſolutely give no Produce; if, on the 
| contrary, he can make his Fermentation as thin as he pleaſes, he never will expe- 

rience any Loſs of the Kind, and will, like the Dutch Diſtiller, be at Liberty of 
putting the whole Maſs into the Still, which he will find of a peculiar Advantage, 
While the ſpent Waſh will be equally good for the feeding of Eattle, Kc. This I 
have been able to aſcertain fince laſt Year, TB 


The Corruption of Officers may be greatly prevented by having, as in England, 
a Number of Checks upon each other, being often removed, and the Duties collected 
in a Manner that the Diſtiller might not have it in his Power to offer great Bribes, 
or, if poſſible, any. The Licence'Syſtem appears in that Reſpect to have the Ad- 
vantage upon all Kinds of Surveys whatever. 


To encourage Exportation, it would be neceſſary to put the Engliſh and Scotch 
Diſtillers on the ſame Footing with thoſe of other Nations, where they have no Re- 
{traints whatever in the Materials they employ to make their Brandies, Geneva, and 
other Liquors. If, for Example, the Foreign Diſtiller finds it advantageous at parti- | 
ular Times, to make a Waſh with Oats, Beans, Rye, Careots, Potatoes, &c. he 
loes it; hence he has always the Advantage over the Engliſh Diſtiller, who is 
forced by Law to make his of a particular Strength, and to draw more than double 
the Quantity of Spirits out of a Hundred Gallons of Waſh than the other; the latter 


. loſes 


3 * . 8 3 1 * 0 19 65 a 
APPENDIX (Ly, 
; | ; | "; 


loſes ſaccharine Particies in his Operations, the former never loſes any Thing; and on 
account of his fermenting upon the Grain, and putting it all into the Still, draws 
always above Two Gallons more of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Proof, on 'a Quarter of 
Mak and Gun. . ö aol; he a 


„ 
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I do not think it neceſſary to take away the Drawback and the Bounty on the 
Exportation of Malt, or other Grain which is of Benefit to the Country; for then 
che Dutch, «woes N to be the greateſt Importers of thoſe Commodities, 

might be equally ſupplied from Auſtrian or French Flanders, where malting is as 
well underſtood as in England, and where all Kinds of Grain are equally cheap, as 
well as Conveyance. The Difference of Freight for ſhipping Malt, &c. at Oſtend, 
Dunkirk, or at any Engliſh Port, for the Dutch Market, cannot be great; it would, 
therefore, in my Opinion, be of more Advantage to the Country at large, to allow 
the Diſtiller, for Exportation, the ſame Drawback and Bounty upon the Grain and 
Malt, which he ſhould employ in the manufacturing of Brandy, or other Spirituons 
Liquors, as if he had-exported them in their natural State; and the ſame ould be 
done for the Sugar he might make uſe of in his Compounds. Let an Engliſh Sub- 
je&t go and eſtabliſh a Diſtiſlery on the other Side the Water, and import all bis 
Commodities from this Country, he will then have not only a Drawback upon Sugar, 
but in e every Artiele he wants, with even a Bounty on ſome; and hen 
his Brandies, Hollands, and Compounds, are manufactured, he may export them ar 
what Strength he thinks proper; while if he were in his own Country, he would be 
forced by Law to export the ſame 1 in 7 under Hydrometer Proof, and therefore 

y at leaſt One Third more for Freight. It may eaſily be ſeen, that under ſuch a 

ariety of Diſadvantages, the Engliſh Diſtiller will always be underſold by the Fo- 


— a 
_ reign one. 
2 £ S 3 "a WO 4 1 * 


| M5 11 9 a . +40 


by 
1 


Spirits were ſold in Holland, within theſe Three Weeks, under Two Shilliogs a 
Gallon, 1 to 10 over Proof, while the prime Coſt to the Manufacturer of this Coun- 
try, within the ſame Period, has been no lefs than Three; What an immenſe Diffe- 
rence! And yet, under proper Regulations, I would undertalce at the preſent 

Moment to make Brandies ſuperior in Quality: to Spaniſh, a good Imitation f 
. and Hollands, at Two Shillings a Gallon, 1 to 10 over Proof, excluſive of 


Though foreign to the preſent Queſtion, 1 ſhall beg leave tu remark here, that 
Home-made Spirits may be ſo greatly improved, that, under proper Encourage- 
ment, not }ajf the Quantity of Foreign ones would be imported, in the Courſe of a4 
few Years. brandies, ever from Malt, may be brought to ſuch-p Degree: of Purity, by 
ReXification, that they will take any Flavour you wiſh to communicate to them; tho 
vegelahle Kingdom produces many, ſimilar to that of Coniac, Rum, &c. and from 
the high, Perlection ta which Chemiſtry is now carried, every Thing is to be ex- 
pected, An Imitation of Rum made at Mr. Parquet's Diſtillery, Sommers 
Town, was laſt Year ſeized as foreign. A ſwarm of Wine Generals, Superviſors, 
and Officers, came to Iwear it was good Jamaica Rum; two Vials were preſented to 
the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Court, one of which contained a very pure-Britifty 
Spirit, and the other a Mixture in which there was no Spirit at all. Aſter theſe 
Gentlemen, who, it is but Juſtice to ſay, conducted themſelves with the greateſt 
Impartiality, had ſmelt and taſted them both, and given them to ſeveral other Per- 
ſons to taſte, they were returned to Mr. Parquet, who put the Contents of the two 
Vials in one, and the Commiſſioners were immediately ſatisfied the Mixture lad 
a Rum Flavour, and the Officers preſent were alſo of the ſame Opinion; certainly, 
he ing newly made, and not haying had the Advantage of the Still, it c ould not be 
ſo good as what had been ſeized; however, the Gentlemen who preſided in chat 
Court, were fully ſatis ficd Rum could be made in England, and that ic could not be 
condemned; but the Three ſame-Commiſſioners not having ſince happened to meet 
or preſide taßzethor, the Goods have FILA reſtored ; That Rum was fold at eat 
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One Shilling cheaper than any ſmuggled Rum could have been at that Time. - 1 


all Kinds of veget 


Meanwhile, bs Ig 
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the Exciſe Officers were as well acquainted with foreign Liqueurs, as they are wi 
Foreign Brandies, &c. I am poſitive they would make continual bem of Mes 
manufactured in the Diſtillery above mentioned; for when they have acquired a little 


n 


being fold more than a Hundred per Cent. cheaper. 


Age, it is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh them from thoſe made in Martinique, except by 


I ſhall now mention how Home- made Spirits may be improved in this Country, 
without making any Alterations of great Moment to the Laws in Exiſtence ; they 
might even remain exactly as they are, for the Malt Diſtillers, who are few in Num. 
ber, have what Price they pleaſe to fix for their Spirits, and, conſequently, have no 
Ohjection to the Survey upon the Waſh ; for if their Proceſs of fermenting is deficient, 


it is the Public that muſt be the Sufferer; but I would allow alſo Diſtillers to enter 


their Works for making their Waſh, as thin and of what Materials they pleaſe, and 
have the Duties collected upon the Spirit ſuch a Waſh would produce. A ſmall Still 


might be kept on Purpoſe for the Exciſe Officers, that no Frauds might be com- 


mitted, and in which they might diſtil a certain Quantity of Waſh to aſcertain the 
2 of the Whole. I underſtand a Diſtillery at Maidſtone is eſtabliſned on that 
| rinciple, and until it is more generally adopted for Home Conſumption and for Ex- 


portation, the prime Coſt of Spirits will always be dearer here than on the Conti- 


nent, and quite of a different Quality; and French Brandies, Hollands, &c. wil! 
never be imitated to a great Perfection, 5 VVV 
% 17 ot as: L. Delamie. 
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LETTER from Mr. DzLamre, in Explanation of his A nſwets to certain 
Ei ꝶͤ¹ͤèUl— 


T xz Regulations I alluded to in the Anſwers I had the Honour of ſending you on 
the 27th Ult. were, that the Duty ſhould be collected on the Spirit, allowing 
able Subſtances to be fermented, according to the Judgment of the 


Diſtiller. I would have Waſh Backs entered, and an Account of the Waſh taken 
by the Officers of Exciſe, a ſmall Still kept in the Diſtillery, as is the Caſe at 
Maidſtone, in order that they might aſcertain the Quantity of Spirits all Kinds of 
Waſh would produce; and as they are always preſent during the whole Time the 
Waſh Stills of 1 Malt Diſtillers are at work, and might ſtill be ſo under any other 
Syſtem of collecting the Duties, I do not ſee it would be more eaſy to defraud the 
Revenue than it is at preſent. There are Materials in the manufacturing of Foreign 


Goods, that produce no more than 4 Gallons of Proof Spirits upon a Hundred Gal- 
lons of Waſh; ſuch Waſh, therefore, ſhould pay no more than 2d. a Gallon, which 


would be nearly equal to the 10d. the Engliſh Diſtiller pays at preſent upon his, 


which produces Five Tunes the Quantity, 


The Syſtem I ſpeak of might perhaps be adopted by Individuals, by Patent or | 


otherwiſe, without changing the exiſting Laws at preſent, and Government might 


ſoon ſee that a greater Revenue might be drawn from Spirits, without being burthen- 
ſome to the Public; the agricultural Intereſt of the Country would be benefited, 
and ſome Materials that are abſolutely loſt produce good Brandies. | 
I intend ſhortly to go and eſtabliſh a Diſtillery on the other Side the Water, where 
I ſhall finiſh ſome Experiments I have begun ; and as ſome of them will, I preſume, 
be uſeful for your Information, I ſhall, if you think proper, tranſmit them to you. 
I have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
Ra ST Gentlemen, > 
Your moſt humble and obedient Servant, 
7 L. Delamit. 


bee Town, 7 
May 3oth, 1799- 
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ME M ORIA L of Dr. Jerrnay reſpecting the Diſtillation of Spirits, oy 


conſequence of the Queſtions which have been put to me by a Member 


_ 


N | 
I of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, appointed during the laſt 


Seſſion of Parliament, to enquire into Matters relative to the Scotch Diſtillery ; 


and in conſequence of the Authority of the Lords of the Treaſury, ſigniſied to 


me, laſt Summer, by Mr. Secretary Roſe, to examine the Works of the Diſtillers 
in Scotland; I have endeavoured to improve the Knowledge of the Art of Diſtil- 
ling, which I had acquired from Study, by an attentive Examination of the Me- 
thods, in which that Art is carried on, in the Diſtilleries, in the different Parts of 
Scotland; and being directed to lay before the preſent Committee, as clear an Ex- 
planation of the Principles of Diſtillation as I am able to give, together with an 
Account of the Reſult of my Enquiries into the preſent Practice, adding ſuch 


ſervations, and ſuggeſting ſuch Alterations in the Proceſs of diſtilling, and Mode of 


collecting the Revenue, as appear to me to be practicable, and likely to lead to an 


Increaſe of the Revenue, without injuring the Quality of the Spirits, I report as fol- 
| lows, and for the Sake of Clearneſs, and co aid the Committee, in the Inveſtigation 
of ſo intricate a Subject, I ſhall ſtate what I have to ſay under ſeparate Heads, | 


„ e 


j 


- 


\ Diſtillers ſteep their Grain in Water for a Time, longer or ſhorter, in proportion 


to the Heat of the Weather, and the Nature of the Grain, Vegetation begins very 
ſoon in Grain that is moiſtened and kept warm. This Proceſs ſeems to begin by a 
chemical Change, which makes the farinaceous and mucilaginous Matter in the 
Grain ſweet. There is a Decompoſition of the Matter within the Huſk, and a new 
Arrangement of the Particles, analagous to what happens in the next important 
Pudel Fermentation, by which the ſaccharine Matter, formed during the firſt Pro- 
cels, is converted into Spirit. J i Tron, 


15 The firſt Part of the young Plant that appears in malting Grain, is the Radicle, or 


the Coming, as the Maltſters call it. This Coming or Radicle, iſſues at that End 
of the Grain that grew from the old Stem: The Second is the Plumulz, or young 
Stem; it is called by Maltſters the Anchor Spire. The Root of the Plumulæ or 
Anchor Spire is fixed in the Subſtance of the Grain, called by Botaniſts the Seed 
Lobe, and near the Root of the Radicle or Coming. But before it makes its 
Appearance through the Hole in the Huſk, at the other End or Top of the 
Grain, it has to travel to that other End, cxeeping under the Huſk. Many Malt- 
ſters allow the Plumulz or young Stem to appear through the Huſk, nay, to grow 
to a conſiderable Length. Ir is a practical Opinion, ated on by Maltſters and Diſ- 


tillers, that the Saccharization of the Grain, advances from. that Part of the Grain 


where the Root of the Plumulz is fixed, and keeps Pace, along the Grain, with the 
Advances of the Tip of the Plumula or Anchor Spire, in its Progreſs under the 
Huſk. Whether it be neceſſary to wait, as moſt Maltſters do, till the Plumulæ or 
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Anchor Spire begin to appear at the other End of the Grain, I think is rendered 

doubtful by the whole Hiſtory of diſtilling from Raw Grain, hereafter to be men. 

_ tioned, If the Plumulz be allowed to ifſue from the Huſk, and its Vegetation to go 
on, the young Plant not only diminiſhes the Quantity of ſaccharine Matter in the 
Grain, by uſing it as Food, but ſuch a Change is produced on that Matter, thus 
taken up from the Seed Lobe by the young Plant, and embodied with itſelf, and 


by Vegetation converted, in Part, from dead to living vegetable Matter, that it is 


no longer ſweet, nor can it by Fermentation be made to yield Spirit. The Ra. 


dicles and Plumulz of Malt, when infuſed in Water and fermented, turn ſour ; 


they yield Vinegar, Vegetation ſeems to be, in Malt, the intermediate Step be. 


tween Saccharization and Acidity; as the vinous Fermentation is the Step in Brew. 


ing between Saccharization and Spirit. And the Principle of malting is, to excite, 
by Moiſture and Heat, the Proceſs of Saccharization; to allow it to pervade the 
Grain; but to check its Conſequence and Deſtroyer Vegetation, as ſoon as by the well. 
. known Marks of Vegetation, it is ſeen that the Proceſs of Saccharization has gone 


far enough, -— 


The Proceſs of malting is, in general, carried on in the following Manner: iſl. 


The Grain, after having been infuſed for a certain Time in the Ciſtern, is turned 


out, and allowed to lie for ſome Time in a Heap on the Barn Floor; during which 


Time it heats, as the Workmen ſay. 2d, The Grain thus heated, is ſpread out 


on the Barn Floor, and turned from Time to Time, and ſpread thinner at 
each Turning. The Effect of this is, that Vegetation goes on in the Grain 

_equally and rapidly, and much of the Moiſture evaporates. 3d. The Grain having 
ſprung, as the Maltſters ſay or Vegetation having gone as far in it as from Experience 
they find expedient, it is dried ſuddenly on a Kiln, and when dried it is called Malt, 


The Two firſt of theſe Manipulations require, as in every other Art of the Kind, prac- 


tical Skill. The Third is, I am difpoſed to think, very little underſtood; at preſent, 


Malt is dried on the Kiln, in ſome Places, with a Peat Fire ; which communicates 
a Taſte to the Whiſkey produced, agreeable to thoſe who have been accuſtomed to 
drink it; but offenſive and nauſeous to thoſe who have not been uſed to it, This 
Taſte is eaſily imitated, by putting a few Tea Spoonfuls of Water, diſtilled from 


Peat, into a Hogſhead of Whiſkey. In other Parts of the Country, Malt is 
dried with a Kind of Coal, called Blind Coal, which emits little Smoke, and 


of courſe taints the Malt with a leſs diſagreeable Flavour than is communicated 


to it by moſt other Kinds of Coal; but ſtill it does give a Taint. While in 
thoſe Parts of the Country, where neither Peat nor this Kind of Coal can be 
got, Charcoal or Cinders are uſed. Whether Chared Wood be uſed for drying Malt 


any where in Britain, I do not know: but even Chared Coal gives a Taint. I am 
informed that Beech Wood is reckoned neceſſary for drying Malt for particular 
Purpoſes, But it is obvious that the more free from Taint Whiſkey can be made, the 


aſh or Low Wines, or Spirit, a few Drops of the flavouring Parts of theſe 


different Kinds of Fuel, extracted by a ſeparate Diftillation, than by drying the 


Malt with the Fuel that yields that Flavour, 


Some Time ago, I am informed, one of the moſt enterpriſing Diſtillers in Scot- 
land, feeling the Inconveniencies ariſing from the uſual Mode of drying Malt, by 


admitting the Smoke of the Fuel to aſcend along with the heated Air, up through 
the Holes in the Kiln Head, on which the Grain to be dried is laid, encouraged an 
ingenious Maſon to make a Kiln, in which the Heat and Smoke were conducted in 


Flues beneath the Grain, but no Smoke was permitted to get into Contact 
with, or taint the Grain. It was found that this Kiln dried the Grain that 


was next the heated Flue, nay, ſometimes ſcorched it, while the reſt remained 
moiſt, It becomes then an Object of ſome Importance to Maliſters, Brewers, 


* 


* 
: 


better; and it is alſo a Fact, that the particular Taint which any Kind of Fuel can 
give to Malt, can be more eaſily and for leſs Expence given, by mixing with the 


Diſtillers, - 
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APPENDIX (Ml.) 


ok drying Malt, however obſcured it may be by Varieties in Practice, 


e The great Agent in drying Malt is not Heat, but Air; its Power of combining 
with, and holding in Solution the Water in Malt, is encreaſed by Heat, while 


* 1 6 5 


Diſtillers, &c. to know preciſely what is the Principle on which the Proceſs _ ; 


reſts. 


by the ſame Heat it is rarified and enabled to aſcend ; ſo that the Particles that have 

become ſaturated with Moiſture, do not reſt among the Malt, but are forced on 
by the next riſing Particles of the arid Current; which brings into View, the 

Propriety of conſtructing a Kiln, ſo that nothing but heated Air can come in Contatt 
with the Grain, and that ſuch Air ſhovld riſe vp through it rapidly. In Fig. 1, a 
Sketch of ſuch a Kiln is given, its Form may be varied as Conveniency, &c. 
may ſuggeſt. The eſſential Points to be attended to in conſtructing it are, 1ſt, That 
all the Smoke and Flame be made to paſs off by the Chimney ; the ad, That be- 

fore they do fo, they be made to heat as much Air as poſſible ; which Air muſt be 
allowed to aſcend up through the Malt to be dried; and to effect this, a Caſt Iron 
Pipe, open at both Ends, ſhould paſs backwards, riſing a little through the Fire, and 
terminating beneath the Kiln Head ; and the Sides and upper Part of the Furnace 
ſhould be Caſt Iron Plates; on the Outſide of which, and between them and the Brick 
Work, there ſhould be Spaces alſo, through which the Air may freely enter into the 


Space below the Grain to be dried. Through this Pipe, and theſe Apertures, as much 


Air will ruſh, and in its Courſe be heated, as will dry the Grain, as ſoon as it is or 
can be dried in the Kilns in uſe at preſent, and that Grain fo dried will be free 


from Taint, whatever be the Fuel uſed. _ 


During the Time the Grain is infuſing in the Water, # be prepared ſor Malting, 


a Portion of what in it is ſoluble in Water is extracted by the Steep Wa 


1 


have found, from one ſingle Experiment, that while Wort ſhewed, by the Saccharo- 
meter, that it contained 2 of Matter, extracted by Maſhing from Malt, Steep 
Water ſhewed that it contained u Parts, extracted from Raw Grain, during Infu-= _ 
ſion in the Steeping Ciſtern. That Experiment warrants no Concluſion. Aan 


eminent Diſtiller, who has made the ſame Experiment, informs me that he found * ret 45 


Steep Water contained of extractive Matter. This Steep Water, which is al- 

ways thrown away, has a heavy diſagreeable Smell, and a nauſeous and ſlightiy 
It con- 
but of 
Matter 
| From 
theſe Facts it will be ſeen, 1ſt. that Raw Grain will yield, when ſaccharized and fer- 
mented, more Spirit than Malt. And 2dly, that long Malt, as it is called, or 
Malt whoſe Radicles and Plumulæ have been allowed to ſhoot too far, muſt be 
weaker than ſhorc ſprung Malt, or Malt the Anchor Spire or Plumula of which 
is long. Why then it may be aſked, do they ſometimes, in the Highlands, fpring 
ig Malt ? 


ſweetiſh Taſte, From ſome Trials I have made on it, I ſuſpe& the Matter 
tains is extracted chiefly, though I cannot think altogether, from the Huſk; 
this I cannot as yet ſpeak with Confidence. It contains ſome Saccharine 
and Mucilage, for it can be fermented, and by Diſtillation it yields Spirit. 


their Malt long; and why do the Export Maliſters generally make long 
Thoſ who make long Malt for their own Uſe, do it becauſe they either 


do not 


know they are doing wrong, or becauſe they are careleſs, or want Conveniences 
to time their Operations; but the Export Maltſters do it becauſe it is their Intereſt, 
The Pickles or Grains of ſhort Malt pack cloſe together in the meaſuring Veſſel ; 
| Whereas the Radicles and young Stems of long Malt keep the Grains apart, and a 
leſs Quantity fills the Meaſure. For this indeed they get a leſs Price from the 
Merchant, who bargains according to Quality ; but they are made ample Amends 


by Government ; for they are allowed to work Duty-free ; nay, get a Bounty of 


24. 6d. on every Quarter they export, which is as much more than 25, 


64. on 


Effects of 


Drying Mat 
by heated Ait. 


ſteeping or 
Infalion. 


Effefs of Vee 
getation. ? 


Effefts of the 


Drawback 
and Bounty 


on Malt ex* 
ported, 


every Quarter of Grain they malt, as is the Increaſe of Bulk of Malt over Raw 
Grain; which in many Caſes is a Fifth, in ſome a Fourth, In other Words, they 
get a Bounty for diminiſhing the Quantity of Spirit, which the Grain they walt 


could yield, It has been ſaid, that ſome Grain is fit to be made into lon 


g Male 


EE only, 


. — 2 —— - > — — — _ l \ 
* e OT" OTIS. — ore T"— — 9 e > 8 f 

** — — * »„— 2» 4 1 n * * — a 

h 0 1 — "IS OY y Ie 3 W 888 2 ta — "OI \ 

2 4; — . N - — by 3 1 2 
D. = r Fora * - 1 9 » va 1 8 8 bo | 
. Hs Fe... i ee - —— ED. 3 rr oe. xii a fo tns 2 ln, 3 4 : 
— — or: > 2 — IT N — * — — * * = 8 — — — * i — cn „ p — 

: 5 E . " * * * K — 8 : 
* ; 


2 WP * ER * 
.. 
SES 


— PR 


— — 


TER "YEE — CG 
3 rf - - — 5" — 5 
CT A0 bbb 
A 4 x — — 8 y 


1 ä 


— 


r R 
2 IR 5 EE ng . 
— NN — +. 2 5 8 — Nr. ” "—_— — — 2 
— . 26 8 
— — * 


Od ris l = — 2 * ö . „ * l - * * * r 
- l 5 : . . 8 r > FER A W « 8 Fe” * v 4 "Lo 4 OI > 2 8 * — — 1 
* A ** * * 6 „ rn was 
4: * * ; * n 
"= _ L "oo i FP IE P . Wyo, £ "PER Rr 
P v —_ * N * 9 , — 9 r LN — AY _— 77 — 2 125 2 — N 
" 4 n 


3 APPENDIX (M) 


4 


only. This is a Miſtake, It is evident that all long Malt muſt firſt be ſhort 


Malt; and it is an eſtabliſhed Fact, that long Malt yields leſs Spirit than is pro- 
duced by ſhort Malt, made from the ſame Grain. 


— 


BRUISING OR GRINDING THE MALT OR RAW. CRAN. 


_ The next Step is to break the Hulk, that the Maſh Water may get at and dit 


ſolve, and extract the ſaccharine, mucilaginous, and farinaceous Parts of the 
Malt or Grain. VVV 


Some Diſtillers bruiſe their Malt wich Rollers; others break it into what may be 
called large Pieces, by grinding; while others grind it ſmall, In examining the 
refuſe Grains, after maſhing, where the Pieces had been large, I have, in general, 


found a conſiderable e of extractable Matter, lurking in ſome of the Cor- 


ners of the Huſk. In the Grains of Malt bruiſed with Rollers, I have found the 
ſame ; with this Difference, that as the Fluſk was only bruiſed, and not even burſt 
in ſome Caſes, and in others, though burſt, its Sides ſqueezed together, I never 
failed to find a Quantity of the extractive Matter compreſſed in ſuch Grains, within 


the Huſk, and reſiſting by its Condenſation the Effects of Agitation, and the ſol- 


vent Power of the Maſh Water; while on the other Hand, in thoſe Caſes where the 


Grain was ground very ſmall, and where no Farina could lodge in the Huſk, and 
where it was expoſed to the Water in many Points, I have always found the 


Grains moſt exhauſted, 


as the Diſtillers ſay, moſt compleatly ſearched. The 


Quantity of Spirit produced depends in a great Meaſure on the Quantity of fer- 


Raw Grain, 


#; mentab £ Matter extracted from the Gr ain 3 and On that Account 1 have endea- 
Foured, wherever I ſaw it neceſſary, to turn the Attention of the Diſtillers to this 
Subject; and here I may mention a Circumſtance, which renders it almoſt im- 


The eee poſſible for the Officers of Exciſe to collect the Duty, impoſed laſt Year on Raw 
co ng { 
the Duty on 


0 rain, | It is very diffcult, even for Diſtillers, to detect Raw Grain among Malt, 
when mixed and ground together. Malt has paid the Duty. It is eaſy for the 


Diſtiller to bring forward his mixed Meal to the Maſh Tun, as Malt Meal; and 
thus elude the Raw Grain Duty, without Detection. It may be ſaid, an Officer 
may be placed at the Mila; that however would encreaſe the Expence of Collec- 
tion, without ſecuring the Revenue; for the Diſtiller would carry the moſt of his 
„Grain to another Miln. A Guard may be placed there too; but ſo long as there 
is another Miln to be found, within a Diſtance that will cover the Expence, the 


Diſtiller will ſhift his Place, He may be prevented from doing ſo, by enacting 
that he muſt grind his Malt and Raw Grain at One Miln only. That will never 


do; for at a public Miln every Man muſt wait his Turn; but a Diſtiller muſt have 


Meal for his Still, be it ground where it may; which will make him buy Grain, 


ground at a Diſtance, and then all the Care and Expence of the Revenue is loſt, 


X MASHING. 1 
This is neither more nor leſs than infuſing the grinded Malt, for a given Time, 


in Water of a certain Temperature, and agitating the Whole, at certain Times, to 


break the Clots, ſhake out the Meal from the Huſks, and mix it with the Water. 
But ſimple although all this may ſeem to be, the Brewers about Diſtilleries pretend 


to keep the Peculiarities of their on Practice a profound Secret; nay, ſome of them 
are under Oath, to thoſe who taught them, not to reveal, even to their Employers, 
the Myſteries of this Branch of the Trade. But Diſtillers now are beginning to ſtudy 


their Proceſſes, not as an Art but as a Science; and inſtead of reſting ſatisfied with 


' imitating their ſkilled Servants, ſome of them are, what every Maſter Artiſan ought 
do be, the Teacher and Director of thoſe they employ. _ 1 
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The Meal to be maſhed is put into a large wooden Veſſel or Tun, that has à Proceſs of 
falſe Bottom, perforated with many ſmall Holes, through which the Water can mating: 
freely paſs. Below this Bottom, and above the real Bottom, there is a Hole in the — 
Side of the Tun, to which a Spigot is fitted. The warm Water is let into the Tun, NE 
by a Pipe, from a neighbouring Boiler; and it is in managing the Teraperature of . ; 

the Water, or, as the Brewers ſay, taking the Heats, that the [greateſt Part of the 
Myſtery of maſhing well conſiſts. The ſolvent Power of Water is increaſed, by 
Heat, but if the firſt Quantity of Water that is uſed be very hot, the Meal runs into 
Clots; theſe get covered with a gelatinous Cruſt, which prevents the Water from 
getting at the Farina incloſed, They find from Experience, that the Temperature 

of the firſt Water ſhould not be below 130%, nor above 160*; and they judge of the _. 
proper T emperature, by adverting to the Heat of the Weather. The warmer the 

Ho, the colder muſt the Water be; and vice verſa. They now agitate the Whole 
for a certain Time with long-trident-like Oars; ſtirring the Grain vp, ſhaking the 
Meal out from the Huſks, and bringing the whole Water <qually into Contact with the. 
Matter to be diſſolved, till it becomes ſaturated with extracted Matter. They now 

let the Whole reſt, for a given Time, that the Infuſion may be the more com- 
pleat. As the Number of Men required to manage the Oars is attended with a 

heavy Expence, many Diſtillers are getting into the Way of effecting the Agita- 

tion by Machinery, driven by Horſes, Steam Engines, &c. The Spagot is now _ 
withdrawn, and the Maſh Water, impregnated with what it has extracted from the | 
Grain, and called Wort, is allowed to run into a Back, or large wooden Veſſel Won. 
below, while the Huſks, and what they ſtill contain, remain above the falſe Bottom 
in the Maſhing Tun. A Second Quantity of Water, Foote Temperature is from 
160 to 189?, according to the Temperature of the Weather, is then admitted, the 
Agitation is renewed, the Time of Infuſion noted, and after this Second Water is 
drawn off, the laſt or Third Water is let in boiling hot. The Two firſt Quancities 
ef Worts are mixed together; the laſt is called Sparge, and in general 1s returned 
to the Boiler; where, after being boiled up with a ſmall Quantity of ſome bitter 
Plant, ſuch as Wormwood, to prevent it from turning acid, it is reſerved to be uſed 
as the firſt Water of the next Maſh. The Refuſe, conſiſting of the ſearched 
Grains, is now ſhovelled out of the Tun, which is waſhed and ſcrubbed, and ſome- 
times rubbed with quick Lime, to correct any Acidity it may have contracted, and 
thus made ready for maſhing again. Many Diftillers, however, are but too little 
attentive to all theſe Minutiz, Acidity contracted in the Maſh Tun, runs on in- 
creaſing through all the after Proceſſes ; and thoſe who brew beſt are as attentive 
5 8 the Whole of their Veſſels ſwert and clean, as a Dairy Maid is of her Milk 
inn „ 33 ᷑ œ M ” 


The Worts are now pumped up from the Backs into the Coolers, and cooled 2s Cooling he 
ſpeedily as may be; and while ſome endeavour to ſpread them out, as thin as poſſible, Wert. 

on extenſive Coolers, many, I find, either thinking this of no Uſe, or from Want of . 

Coolers ſufficiently extenſive, follow an oppoſite Practice; but it is allowed by the 

beſt Brewers, that the ſooner Worts can be cooled down to the Temperature of the 

Atmoſphere, the leſs is the Riſk of their running into che acetous Fermentation. 


4 FERMENTATION, OR THE CONVERSION OF THE WORT INTO WAH. x | 


The Wort is let down from the Coolers into the Fermenting Tuns. Some Apparatus for | 
Diſtillers fill their Tuns half full of Wort, others more, others leſs; thoſe who . 
throw Yeaſt, fill chem moſt, thoſe who work their Tuns down, put leaſt Wort 

in the Tuns; ſome have their Tuns open above, others have them covered 

with a looſe Head, merely to keep out the Duſt ; while others have them fitted 

up with Heads, put in as ſecurely as the Bottoms, with a Pipe in the Lid, lead- 

1ng up to an open Veſſel above, to 2 Pipe there is fitted a Plug; there 
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APPENDIX: Wy = 
is alſo a Niding Door in the Lid, or a Window in che Side near the'Top, which 


cloſed, and the Pipe above corked, no Air from without can enter the Tun, Vide 


FPeaſt is added to the Wort'm the Tun. The Quantity of Yeaſt varies according 
to the Strength of the Wort, the Heat of the Weather and the Quality of the Yeaſt. 


_ "The Yeaſt is not all thrown in at once. Many Brewers judge of the Quantity to 


Phznomena 


of Fermenta- 
don. 


be added at a Time, and of the Times when it thould be added, by certain Appear. 


ances in the Liquor in the Tun. Others, at the ſame Time that they attend to 


* 


becomes more turbid, than from the Quantity of muddy Yeaſt added, could be 


expected. Its Particles ſeem all to be in Commotion; floculent Filaments and ir. 
regular ſhaped Fragments, not obſerved in it before, are now ſeen floating through: 
out the whole Maſs ; and from thefe, innumerable Bubbles of Air are obſerved to be 


iſſuing, and in their Struggles to eſcape, to be tearing, by their Expanſion, the 


Filaments and Fragments into ſtill ſmaller and ſmaller Shreds; and while the 


Air riſes up to the Surface of the Liquor, and there carries up with it, for ſome 


Way, Pellicles of the tenacious Fluid, in the Form of Froch, part of the Filaments, 


&c. fall down and reſt at the Bottom of the Tun; the Quantity of this Sediment 


is conſiderable ; the Quantity of the Air that riſes is great. This Air is heavier | 


than common Air; it reſts on the Surface of the fermenting Liquor; and as it 


accumulates, it forces the common Air, that was in the Tun and above the 


Liquor, up before it. It fills the Veſſel, and at laſt runs, like Water, over the Brim. 


Candles will not burn in it; Animals that breath it die. It has been called fixed or 


_ Hixable Air. It is of late better known by the Name of Carboric Acid Gas, 


while they and their Brewers cannot tell why. 


the Bottom. The one Set of Diſtillers, therefore, are ſaid to throw Yealt, the 


Doring the whole Time that this Gas is evolving from the fermenting Fluid, 
the Temperature of the Fluid is above that of the Atmoſphere around it; nay, if 


too much Feaſt be added at a Time, by which the Proceſs is excited rapidly in the 


whole V aſs, the Heat generated, which is always in proportion to the Gas evolved 


in that Time, becomes more than is favourable for the elective Attraction of 
theſe Particles in the Wort, that, when united, form Spirit, but very favourable for 


the Union of thoſe that form Vinegar. This is analogous to many other 


chemical Phænomena, which ſhew that the Power of Bodics to attract or repel 


one another, varies with their Temperature. The practical Hints to which theſe 
Facts lead are obvious; at the fame Time they ſhew, that ſo lang as Diſtillers 


neglect the Study of Chemiſtry, ſo intimately connected with their Art, and truſt 
the Management of their Proceſſes to illiterate Servanis, they have no Reaſon to 
complain that this, their moſt important Proceſs, ſo very frequently goes wrong, 


The Froth, that is on the Top of the Liquor, is Part of the Gas of which we 


have ſpoken, incloſed in the Pellicles of the glutinous fermenting Liquor. It is 
in great Quantity, if the Fermentation be carried on rapidly, Thoſe Diſtillers, who 


are in the Vicinity of Towns, get a good Price for it from the Bakers ; but as it 


is found not be ſo capable, as Yeaſt from Breweries, to excite Fermentation in 
Diſtillers Tuns, and as Diſtillers, far from Towns, have not a Market for their 


Yeaſt, inſtead of filling their Tuns fo full of Wort, that the Yeaſt ſhall run over, 
they either put little in their Tuns, or they allow the Yeaſt to work up through 


the Tube, formerly mentioned, into a Veſſel above; and when the Fermentation is 


over, they always find that the Yeaſt gradually comes down again and ſubſides to 


other 


= ; 


Door or Window they can at Pleaſure ſhut and cavik vp; ſo that when it is thus 


theſe” Appearances, endeavour to reduce the Intervals and Quantities added, as ac. 


_ Immediately after the Addition of the Yeaſt, the Wort, which was tranſparent, 
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other te work their Tuns down. Thoſe who. throw Yeaſt cannot expect to get ſo 
much Spirit from the Boll of Grain, as thoſe who work their Tuns down ; for 


Yeaſt, being a Compound of fixed Air and fermenting Liquor, they muſt loſe as 
much Spirit as that Liquor can yield; and as the Proceſs: may be managed, this is 


not little. There is a Gentleman in London, who lately took out a Patent for 


making a Powder of Yeaſt, from the common frothy fluid Yeaſt got from the 
Brewers in Town. The Way in which, as | am informed, he does it, is by putting it 
into thick woollen Bags, and ſqueezing out from it, by Preſſure, the Fluid it 


contains. And if my Information be correct, the Porter or Ale which he thus 
_ preſſes out from the unfermented and feculent Part of the Yeaſt, pays the Expence 
of the Manufacture. Whoever, therefore, ſets about enquiring, for the Information 
of the Committee, into the Quantity of Spirits produced from the Boll of Grain, 
at any Diſtillery, ſhould keep this Circumſtance in his Eye, and take his Informa- 
tion from thoſe Diſtillers only who work their Tuns dowown . 


The Air having 997 eſcaped, the Heat begins to decline, the Fæculæ have 
fallen to the Bottom, there is little or no Froth on the Top, the Liquor is tranſ- 
parent; and the Diſtiller can gueſs at the Quantity of Spirit that has been pro- 


duced, a ry the ſpecific Gravity of his Liquor, now that it is fermented, with 


the Gravity of the Liquor before it was fermented, or when it was Wort. 
When I have looked at the prodigious Size, and conſidered the Number and 

Expence of Fermenting Tuns, uſed at Diſtilleries, and reflected on the Nature of the 
Proceſs that is carried on in them, I have frequently been led to think, that their Size, 
and of courſe their Number, might bear Diminution. It appears to me, that the chief 
Uſe of all the empty Space which is above the Liquor, is to contain the Spume that 


riſes during the Fermentation; and when I conſidered what that Spume was, and 


ſaw that by pricking any of its Veſicles with a Pin, the pent up Gas immediately 


_ eſcaped, and the Veſicle collapſed ; and that when I ſtruck the Spume with my 


Stick, a great Gap was formed; I could not reſiſt the Belief, that by a very 
imple and cheap Apparatus, theſe Veſicles of Froth might be broke as faſt as 


they formed, and that of courſe the ſame Tuns now in uſe, might be filled 


higher up with Wort, or the new-ones might be made leſs. But as no Experi- 


ment has, as yet, been made to aſcertain whether this would injure the Proceſs 


going on in the Tun, I cannot at*preſent ſay more in its Favour, 


8 


1 Thoſe Diſtillers, whoſe Tons are fitted up with Pipes in the Head, ſhut and „„ 
caulk, nay lute up the Window in the Side, as ſoon as they have thrown the Whole 


of the Yeaſt into the Tun; and as ſoon as, by the Collapſe of the Spume, they ob- 


ſerve that the Liquor, which had mounted up into the Veſſel above, has re-entered 


the Pipe, they plug up the Pipe, accurately, that no Air may enter, till the Waſh 
is diſtilled, This however is done only by the great Diſtillers, who are allowed by 


the Trade to be zlſo the beſt Brewers. As for many of the ſmaller Diſtillers, 
they not only diſtil with their Tuns always open, but many of them never heard 


that a Fermenting Tun was at any Time ſhut, © 


Now the Queſtion comes to be, which of theſe Two Methods of fermenting is 
the beſt. In examining the Waſh at ſome of the great Works, where much 
Pains has been taken to procure expert Brewers, to whom high Salaries are given; 


and where they ferment with ſhut Tuns; 1 found that the Waſh was very pure, 


had Joſt its Sweetneſs, was but perceptibly ſour to the Taſte, and manifeſted but 
obſcurely ſigns of Acidity, when tried by chemical Teſts. While on the other 
Hand, at many of the ſmaller Works, 1 found ſometimes the Waſh muddy, 
Iw-ctiſh, and not coropleatly fermented ; but more frequently it was ſour, efferveſcing 


_ violently with mild Alkalis or Chalk ; and, in not a few Caſes, ſetting the Teeth ca 
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Edge. 
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Doubts con- 
cerning large 
Tuns. 


Effects of 
theſe Varies 
ties in Prae - 
tice, 
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| Cruſes of 5 If the Fact formerly tated be juſt, viz, that Wort, if its Temperature be raiſed high, 
8 n runs into the acetous inſtead of the ſpirituous Fermentation; if it be alſo true, 


Spirit in 
Waſh. 


1 


an APPENDIX (N.) 


But the Reverſe is the Fact. Therefore there muſt be ſome other Cauſe why thoſe, 


the vinous Fermentation, abſorbs Air, is aſtoniſhing. Being deſirous to ſee the Ap- 


above it; by which a partial Vacuum muſt be produced; and I thus got another 


I have, in the Courſe of this Enquiry, been obliged to attend to, have forced me to 
| poſtpone making the neceſſary Experiments to aſcertain this Point; but I ſhall, 
Acidity leſſens with my firſt Leiſure, enquire into it. At preſent I have only to ſay, that Diſtillers 


Fs 


* 


that for this Reaſon it is more difficult to prevent Acidity in Waſh fermented in 
Summer than in Winter; we can fee a Reaſon why thoſe, who diſtil with open 
Tuns, luoold be leſs plagued with acid Waſh, than thoſe whoſe Tuns are ſhut : for 
in the latter Caſe the Heat is accumulated ; in the other it is carried off by the Air, 


who work with ſhut Tuns, make, in general, the beſt Waſh : which leads me to flate 
the following Fact. The vinous Fermentation can go on in vacuo, but the acetoyz 
Fermentation requires Air ; the Principle that gives Acidity is in reality contained 
not in the fermenting Fluid, but in the Air; it is that which, when abſorbed by 
ſome other Subſtances; conſtitutes them Acids; all of which agree in this, that they 
contain that which acid Wort has imbibed from Air; and differ from one another 
in the Baſes only, with which this acidifying Principle, or Oxygene, as it is called, 
is combined. Now if a Diſtiller ſhut up his Tun, as ſoon as the vinous Proceſs is com- 
pleated, which he is certain of when no more Gas continues to riſe, then he excludes 
that, without which his Waſh cannot become ſour; the other, Who allows his Tun 
to remain open, admits it: and the Rapidity with which Waſh, that has undergone 


pearance of the Liquor in a Tun that, had for ſome Time, been caulked up, the Win- 
dow, being tight fixed, was opened with a ſerk, and as I advanced the Candle 
immediately, the external Air, I obſerved, ruſhed in with ſuch Violence, that it 
Appeared as if a Torrent of Water had been poured among the Froth, making a 
Hole in it that would have admitted a Man. It immediately ſtruck me that there 
muſt have been a partial Vacuum formed, in the Tun, above the Waſh, and that the 
Air had ruſhed in to reſtore the Equilibrium ; for 1 could not believe that the Com- 
bination of the Oxygene of the atmoſpheric Air with the Waſh, could go on ſor-- Wl 
pidly, as to demand ſuch a ſpeedy and prodigious Supply; and 1 began to ſuſpect, i 
that after the vinous Proceſs is finiſhed,” and the Tun caulked vp, and made Air 7 
tight, the Waſh abſorbs that Oxygene which is contained in the fixed Air, that floats 


'Suſpicion that Diſtillers do wrong, by fermenting in large Tuns, that furniſh a great 
Space above the Liquor, filled with fixed Air, one of the conſtituent Principles of 
which is Oxygene; and in this Way, I think, the flight Degree of Acidity percep- 
tible even in Waſh made in oloſe Tuns is produced. The many other Objects 


find from Experience, that the more acidulated their Waſh is, the leſs Spirit does it 3 
yield. The acetous Fermentation may be carried fo far in Waſh, that no Spirit ſhall ” 
be got ſrom it by Diſtillatian. I had an Opportunity of ſeeing this brought to the 1-5 
Teſt of an expenſive Experiment. A Diſtiller's Still went wrong, while his Tuns L 
were full ; before the Still could be put to Rights his Waſh had become very ſour ; 3 
on diſtilling he did not average from it above Four Gallons of Whiſkey per Boll. 3 
There are Manufactories where Vinegar alone is made from Malt by Fermen- 
ration. ; # 

It may be added, that even this Vinegar, if expoſed to Air, and kept in a proper 3 
Heat, ſuffers a Decompoſition, and a arw Arrangement; it enters into the putre- 2 
factive Fermentation; and the moſt remarkable Phenomenon in this laſt Stage of 1 

the Changes an Iafuſion of Malt undergoes, is, that no ſooner does the Scum rife to 1 
the Surface of the putrifying Maſs, than it begins to turn mouldy, and this Mouldi- 1% 
neſs is a Tiſſue of microſcopic Plants; which brings us round again to Vegetation, Y 
wh which in malting we began. N WT Z 
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From this ſhort View of the Principles of Fermentation, the Committee will 
' fee, 1ſt, That it is a chemical Proceſs, regulated by fixed and determinate, Laws. 
2d. That, in ſtrict Obedience to theſe Laws, it is affected by every the moſt mi- 
nute Change in the Quantity or Quality of its Agents, e. g. by rhe Quantity of 
Spirit yielding, Vinegar yielding, or putrid Matter in the Wort; by the Quantity 
or Quality of the Yeaſt; by the Heat of the Weather; by the Heat evolved, in 
the fermenting Liquor itſelf; by the Quantity of atmoſpheric Air admitted to the 
| Waſh, after a certain Stage of the Proceſs ; by the Condition of the Veſſels in which 


four, as they do Milk. zd. That few if any Diſtillers or Brewers, whether Men of 

Science or Artifts, have as yet turned their Attention ſo ſeriouſly to this Proceſs as 
to be able to tell, in every Cafe, what has been the Cauſe of its Failure or Succeſs, 
far leis to fay, a priori, what will, in almoſt any one Caſe, be the Reſult. "4th. 
That at thoſe Diſtilleries where this Proceſs of Fermentation is beſt underſtood and 
molt carefully attended to, the Quantity of Spirit got from the Boll of Malt or 
Raw Grain is greatcſt, and the Number of Failures feweſt. gth. That not only all 


* 


chat the Practice, even among the beſt, would bear Improvement. 


At no Diſtillery have I ſeen the Fermenting Tuns protected by a Thunder Rod; 
nor have I heard of any fixed Teſt by which the Strength of the Yeaſt uſed was aſ- 
certained ; nor any Precaution taken to purify it of Acid, which it always, more or 
leſs, contains; nor of Putridity, ro which it is very ſubject, e. 

I have indeed ſeen irregular and unſatisfactory Attempts made to aſcertain the 
Degree of Heat in the fermenting Liquor, by dipping a long Thermometer into ir, 
when, and only when the Brewer choſe to take the Trouble; or when, from Ap- 
pearances in the Tun, he ſuſpected that the Heat, which he ſnould have prevented, 


to ready Inſpection, ſhowing at all Times the Heat of the Liquor near them; nor 
have I ſeen or heard of any Machine for mixing the Yeaſt and Heat, equally, with 
the fermenting Liquor. Vet it is a Fact, that thoſe Parts of the Wort with which 
the Yeaſt comes into Contact, muſt firſt begin to ferment ; there the Heat muſt be 


the Whole can be pervaded by the Fermentation, ſome Parts muſt be over heated; 
for Heat is not diffuſed ſo rapidly from Particle to Particle in a Fluid, as it'is 
Fluid, riſes above go", the acetovs Fermentation begins there, But granting that it 
did not begin there, though the Heat there may be exceſſive, yet as leise Fer- 
mentation is firſt finiſhed there, the fermented Fluid is there prepared to run into the 
acid Fermentation, whenever it can attract Oxygene, either from the atmoſpheric Air, 
or from the Carbonic Acid Gas, or fixed Air, already extricated from and ſwimming on 
the Liquor, or in the Act of Evolution from the vinouſly fermenting Liquor. Nor, 
though ſome are very attentive to ſhur up their Tuns, and defend the Waſh from 
the atmoſpheric Air, as ſoon as the vinous Fermentation is over, have I yet heard of 
any Trials made to aſcertain how far the ſlight Degree of Acidity to be met with in 
all well fermented Waſh, ſo defended from the atmoſpheric Air, be occaſioned by the 
Abſorption of the Oxygene, or acidifying Part of the Carbonic Acid Gas, that is pent 
up in the Tun, and allowed to remain in Contact with the fermented Waſh, till it be 
diſtilled. Let all theſe Things merit Attention, . 


* ; it: : A 


The Diſtillers in England, I am informed, and ſome in Scotland, 1 know, mix a 
certain Quantity of a fixed Alkali with their Waſh before Diſtillation. This Alkali 
combines with the Acid of the Waſh, and forms with it a neutral Salt, that does 


5 C not 


evolved, and there too the Fermentation muſt firſt be finiſhed; of courſe, before 


Cauſes that af- 
fect the Reſult 
of Fermenta« 
tion. | | 


the Proceſs is carried on; by Thunder and Lightning, which turn fermenting Wort 


the Diſtillers in Scotland may be taught to ferment, as well as the beſt do now, but 


Too little at- 
tended to in 
Practice. 


had riſen too high. But I never ſaw a Tun fitted up with Thermometers at the 
Bottom, at the Middle, and at the Top of the Liquor, whoſe Bulbs were in the 
Liquor, and their Stems without, and bent up on the Outſide of the Tun, expoſed 


evolved by Fermentation; but when the Heat, in any Part of a vinous fermenting 


Ougzt it to he 
neutralized 2? 


Lowland Diſ- 
tillers either 
prevent cr cor- 
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not: riſe in the Diſtillation of the Spirit. I ſubmit it to the Diſtillers, ſince every | 
Particle of Acid in the Waſh, produced from fermentable Matter in the Wort, that 
might have, by Fermentation, produced Spirit, is a Particle of Spirit loſt, whether it 
would not be better to prevent the Generation of this Acid, than thus to get rid of it 


by Neutralization. 

. But I would ſuggeſt a Doubt, whether it be proper to neutralize it; if, unforty. 
nately for the Diſtiller, it has been formed. If I be not much miſtaken, it is the Pre- 
ſence of this Acid that is the Cauſe, not only of the Smallneſs in Quantity, but of 
the Superiority in Quality of what is deemed the beſt Highland Whiſkey, not con- 
taminated with Peat; compared with the beſt Whiſkey made in the Lowlands; at. thoſe 
Diſtilleries where they draw the greateſt Lengths, as Diſtillers ſpeak, or get the 
greateſt Quantity of Spirit from the Boll, by fermenting without Acidity. That 
the Committee may ſee the Reaſons which have led me to. form this Opinion, 1 beg 
their Attention to the following Facts. 75 „„ ia 5 


dit. Ic was allowed by the Engliſh Diſtillers who gave Evidence before the 
Committee laſt Year, iſt. That they uſe Alkali to correct the Acidity of their 


Waſh; and 2d. That the Spirit they make, is, what is uſually called, harſh, coarſe 


ad. Whiſkey made at many of the ſmall Diſtilleries in the Lowlands, where they 
have neither the Skill nor convenient Utenſils to ferment, is milder in its Taſte, and 


more agreeable in its Flavour, and brings a higher Price than the Whiſkey made at 


the large Diſtilleries, where they are ſuppoſed to brew better. 


on 3d. There is a Mellowneſs in the Taſte, and a Peculiaricy, and to bat People 1 | 
| Agreeableneſs in the Odour of 5 1 Whiſkey, not made with Peat, which the 


pureſt.of the Whiſkey made by thoſe Diſtillers in the Lowlands, who ferment without 
Acidity, and get the greateft Quantity of Spirit from the Boll, does not poſſeſs, 


The Spirit Dealers inform me, that this fine Highland Whiſkey, as they call it, is of 
a weak Nature; while, on the other Hand, the Whiſkey they get from the large Diſ- 
tilleries, has a Heart, as they phraſe it, that cannot be broken by Water, | 


A baue already ſtated what Pains are taken, at the large Diſtilleries in the Low- 


lands, to prevent Acidity in the Fermenting Tuns. I may now add, that it is the 


Practice at theſe Works, and indeed is becoming general over the Lowlands, to 


put a certain Quantity of Seap into the Still, with every Charge of Waſh, Soap is 


compoſed of Oil and Alkali; but Oil has a leſs Attraction for Alkali, than Alkali 
has for Acid; the Soap, therefore, is not only diſſol ved, ſpeedily, in the Still, by the 
Heat and Water of the Waſh, but is decompoſed by the Acid of the Waſh. The 
Acid combines with the Alkali, and forms a neutral Salt, that is not evaporable by 


an ordinary diſtilling Heat; while the Oil, thrown out of Combination, ſwims on the 


Top of the Waſh ; ahd though, in general, it comes over with what diſtils firſt, or 
wich the Foreſhot, and can be ſeparated and kept apart from the pure Spirit that 
follows, becauſe the Foreſhot in which it is contained is turbid and whitiſh, and 
eaſily diſtinguiſhed by che Watchman at the Nozzle of the Worm; yet, as Oils are 


ſoluble, in ſmall Quantities, in Spirit, and as this Solution is compleat and pellucid, 


Spirit diſtilled with Soap never fails to contain a certain Proportion of the Oil of 


the Soap, which communicates to it more or leſs of a diſagreeablc Goũt, percep- 


tible both to the Smell and Taſte. Now it is evident, that in ſo far as the Alkali in 
the Soap can act, the Scotch Lowland Diſtillers and Engliſh Diſtillers are upon a 


Par. They both, whether they know what they are doing or not, neutralize the 
acetous Acid in their Waſh, _ | N 0 
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On the other Hand, the Highland Diſtillers, at leaſt thoſe of the old School, 
not only put no Soap or Alkali in their Waſh, and therefore do not neutralize the 
Acid it contains, but they ſtudiouſly ferment fo that it ſhall contain much Acid. I 
examined into this minutely at Stonefield, near Oban, in Argyleſhire. The Diſtiller 
there, an old Highlander, whoſe Whiſkey bore a high Character in the Country, 
as fermenting in the following Manner: He had no Coolers ; he kept his Wort 
in Barrels, each of which had an old Sack thrown over its Mouth ; his Fermenting 


1 . "oF 7 
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tillers promote _ 
Acidityin their 
Waſh, 8 


Tuns were Barrels of the ſame Kind, and fo clotted with Dirt and Yeaſt, both 
within and without, that when I put my Stick to this Coating of Filth, it peeled off 


in Layers; and while 1 was ſtanding by, he took up another dirty Veſſel that con - 
tained the Sediment of his laſt Fermentation, and going to his Fermenting Barrels, 


he poured, with Impartiality, into each its Portion. I aſked him, with ſome Sur- 


prize, why he did ſo; for, dipping my Finger into a little of what remained, I 


found this Sediment as ſour as-Verjuice, Hr nodded ſignificantly, and would not 


tell. I next enquired why he kept his Veſſels fo filthy. He ſaid, that though it 
was againſt him, as the Law now ſtood, to flop his Work and clean his Veſſels, 


yet, whatever others might do, he had always made a Point of making every Thing 


{ſweet and clean once a Year, in Spring. This Converſation took place in October. : 


The Committee may conceive in what Condition Things muſt have been, and 
in what State they would be, before the next general Scrubbing, in Spring. I then 


examined his Waſh ; it was ſour, very ſour indeed; yet this Man made ex- 


dellent Whiſkey, for which he got 6s, per Gallon, while the Lowland Whiſke y 


vas ſelling around him for leſs conſiderably than pm. 


Elia Still was of the old faſhioned round, Por Kind; de Wen war full and: 
ſhort; the Flakeſtand or Refrigitory in proportion; the Fire, a Peat Ingle, on the 


Ground, for the Still ſtood on two Stones; and of the Uſe of a Grate, in diſtilling, 
he ſeemed to have no Conception. I need ſcarcely add, that he was diſtilling very 


ſlowly ; both he and Collector Roſs, who was with me, agreed in ſtating the | 
Average Quantity of Malt uſed by this Still, which was a Forty Gallon Still, to be 


Four Bolls in the Weck. They allo ſtated the Average Quantity of Spirits, got 
from the Boll, to be between Five and Six Gallons. I ſtated to him how faſt they 


were working in the Lowlands, and how many Gallons they were getting there 


from the Boll. He burſt into Tears, and faid, that his Cuſtomers had ſometimes 
been telling him of theſe Things, but he never would believe them; for he thought 


they wiſhed only to vex him, and to get his Whiſkey cheap. I adviſed him to alter 
his Works. He ſaid, no; he was too old to learn; he had loſt, during. laſt . 


*. 


Year, C. 250; he would give up as ſoon as he could; but in Return for what he 
called my Kindneſs, he told me, by Way of Favour, that his great Secret for 
making what he called fine Whiſkey, was blinking or ſouring properly the 


Waſh. 


The Committee have now before them oppoſite Practices, accompanied by dif- 
ferent Effects. We ſee that thoſe who ferment with little Acidity, get moſt Spirit 
from the Boll; while both they and thoſe who deſtroy that little Acidity by Alkali 

or Soap, get a Spirit that is harſh and pungent to the Tafte, and has little Odour ; 


while, on the other Hand, Whiſkey diſtilled from four Waſh is mild to the Taſte, 


Dif-rences be. | 
tween High. 
land and Lows . 


land Whiſkey. 1 


and highly fragrant. It is generally believed that this Mildneſs of the Taſte, and 
this peculiar Odour of fine Highland Whiſkey, depend entirely on the Slowneſs 
with which it is diſtilled ; and that the harſh Taſte of the Lowland Whiſkey depends 
on what have been called fiery Particles, and Oils extricated from the feculent Part 
of the Waſh, or communicated by the Heat neceſſary for rapid Diſtillation, I hal! 
give this Opinion a full and impartial Examination, when the Subject of rapid 
Diſtillation comes properly before us. At preſent I have only to ſay, that were 
this Opinion jul, then upon 4ts own Principles it ſhould follow, that Waſh, fermented * 


vithont Acidity, or deprived of Acidity by Neutralization, ſhould, if diſtilled 
flow ly, 
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lowly, yield a Spirit as agreeable in its Odour, and mild in its Taſte; as the beſt 
Highland Whiſkey : but this is not the Caſe ; and if it be not the Caſe, there muſt 


be ſome other Reaſon why the Spirit got, whether by rapid or ſlow Diſtillation 


from Waſh. not acid, is leſs fragrant than 6 5 got from acid Waſh, which fixes 
our Attention upon this Acid, the only Difference leſt for our Conſideration, be- 
tween the Waſhes uſed in the two Kinds of Diſtillation. 1 5 


f 


| And here, before I can expect to be underſtood on this Subject, I ber Leave 


to ſubmit to the Conſideration of the Committee the following Facts. If Oil of 


Vitriol and Spirit of Wine be mixed together, in certain Proportions, and diſtilled, 
the Product got is a Fluid much more volatile than Spirit of Wine or Oil of 
Vitriol ; highly odorovs, perfuming the Room in which. it is, almoſt on the Inftant 


that the Cork is drawn from the Bottle in which it is contained; more pungent to 


the Taſte than Spirit of Wine, but infinitely leſs ſo than Oil of Vitriol. This Fluid 
is called Vitriolic Ether. If Spirit of Wine be treated in the ſame Way with 
mutiatic Acid, the Product is muriatic ther, which agrees with the former, in 


poſſeſſing all the generic Characters of Æther; but is diſtinguiſhed from it by- 


ſpecifie Differences. In the ſame Way we get nitrous Ether; and if we mix 
Spirit of Wine and Vinegar together, we get, by Diſtillation, an Ether, which 
though leſs volatile than vitriolic, muriatic, or nitrous ÆEthers, is yet more volatile 
than either of the Ingredients from which it is made; it is alſo more odorous; 
ſome People think its Smell pleaſant ; its. Taſte is pungent ; but by no Means fo, 


pungent as that of Vinegar, or even of Spirit of Wine. 


" 


' Theſe Things being underſtood, the Committee will, 1 dare fay, have anticipated 
me in the Concluſion to which I think they lead. Whiſkey, diſtilled from Acid 


Maſh, is not pure Spirit, It is acetous Ether; poſſeſſing the Properties of ther, 


Cauſe of that 
Difference. 


Hint for.mak- 
ing mild _ 
hilkey 
without de- 
ſtroying Spirit, 
by acid Fer- 
mentation. 


in a ſmall Degree indeed, becauſe little Acid has been uſed in making it; but poſ- 
ſelling the Properties of acetous Ether, in proportion to the Quantity of Vinegar 
contained in the Waſh, from which it was diſtilled: while, on the other Hand, 
Whiſkey, diſtilled from Waſh not acid, is ſimple ardent Spirit mixed with Water, 


F Py 


Having thus got at ſomething like a Principle, we may bring it to the Teſt, 
and ſee how it will explain the many ill underſtood and ſeemingly contradictory 
Facts, to be met with in the Practice of Diſtilling. It accounts, with Eaſe, for 
the Smallneſs of the Quantity, the Mildneſs of the Taſte, and the Peculiarity of the 
Odour of the genuine Highland Whiſkey, It ſhews, with.c ual Eaſe; why thoſe who 
diſtil from Watfh, never acid, get moſt Spirit; and why thoſe who diſtil from Waſh, 
Acid, but neutralized, get leſs from the Boll; and why the Taſte of the Spirit is 
pungent and harſh; and it now. comes to be a Queſtion that merits Enquiry, whether 
it be better, upon the Whole, to ferment ſour, and by deſtroying Spirit in the Waſh, 
get, by Diſtillation, a ſmall Quantity only of an ætherized Spirit; or to ferment 
vinous, and get all the Spirit, pure, though harſh, which the Grain can yield. I am 
inclined to 181 7 the latter Plan; for the firſt depends on the Generation of Acid at 


the Expence of Spirit; whercas I think it would be more adviſcable, firſt, to get 


all the Spirit the Grain can yield, and then to look round for Acid, to be mixed | 
with the Waſh, at the Moment it is about to be to put into the Still. Fortunately, 
the Diſtiller needs not to look far; he has the Sediment of his Fermenting Tuns, and 


the Dreg or Spent Waſh, at Hand, which will furniſh Vinegar in Abundance, I am 


not prepares to ſay, whether the Quantity of Spirit produced will be increaſed or 
diminiſhed by this Addition, as 1 have had no Opportunity to aſcertain this by 
Experiment, not having been empowered to make Experiments by diſtilling Waſh; 
for which Reaſon my Report on this Suhject, and a 5 others, will be leis ſatis- 
factory than I could have wiſhed it to have been. But I think the Diminution of 
Spirit, if any do take place, by the Addition of Acid to Waſh, will be trifling, when 

VV ws . compared 


* 
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compared with the Diminution of Spirit, occaſioned by the Generation of the Acid 
i WR dr en ant ! ᷓ nie Os OO IR. 

Aud here I may ſay, that the diſputed Queſtion with regard to the comparative - 
Wholcſomeneſs of Highland and Lowland Whiſkey, both pure in their Kinds, in fo VAT 
far as Fermentation is concerned, reſolves itſelf ſimply into this; that the Spirit, in 
the one Caſe, is pure ardent Spirit; in the other, it is ardent Spirit more or les, + 
according to Circumſtances, ztherized, and jn fo far as I know, neither of theſe 1 
Spirits is unwholeſome. 1 may alſo add that the Committee, I truſt, will ſee how Efes of open- 

injurious it muſt be to the Production of the greateſt poſſible Quantity of Spirit from int _ 8 9 5 

Grain, to allow the Exciſe Officers to open up Fermenting Tuns, and ſurvey them OTE IN 

during all Stages of the Proceſs of Fermentation at Pleaſure. _ „ 


1 


5 e ee, , ane 
Leaving then the Proceſs of Fermentation, on which I am afraid the Committee 
will think I have ſaid too much, bot on which I am forry I have been able to ſay 
ſo little to the Purpoſe, I ſhould proceed to Diſtillation ; but there is one Step in 7 
the Art that intervenes between theſe Two Proceſſes ; and though I might have 
ſtared it, in part, under the Article Wort, yet as Waſh is equally concerned in it, | 
hall do it no. )))) 8 
It is no uncommon Thing in Chemical Mixtures, that the Bulk of Two Bodies, 
when united, ſhould be leſs than their aggregate Bulk before they were united; 
11b. of Oil of Vitriol, and 11b. of Water, when united, do not form a Bulk that is 
the mean of the Two; ir is leſs; the ſame is the Caſe with Water ſaturated with, 
what it extracts from Malt or Raw Grain, But if its Bulk be not increaſed, in 
proportion to the Addition it holds in Solution, its ſpecific Gravity mult be in- 
creaſed, It is ſo; and Diſtillers gueſs at the Strength of their Worts by their 
ſpecific Gravity, The Inſtrument they uſe for meaſuring the ſpecific Gravity, is 
ſomewhat different in Shape, though not in Principle, from the common Hydro- 
meter, But as Diſtillers generally ſpeak as if they believed that the ſaccharine 
Matter only in the Wort yielded Spirit, and as if they thought that nothing elſe 
but ſaccharine Matter was extracted by the Maſh Water from Malt or Raw Grain, 
they have called this Inſtrument the Saccharometer. It is compoſed of an Egg- pace en 
ſhaped hollow Ball below, and of a graduated Stem above. The Inſtrument ſinks, Indrument. 
in diſtilled Water, to a certain Mark on the Stem: In Wort, it does not ſink to - 
that Mark: Weights therefore are put upon the Stem, till the Inſtrument flak to 
the Mark; and it is fo calculated, from Experiment, that the Number of Weights 
required to make the Inſtrument ſink to the Mark, indicates the Number of Pounds 
Weight of extractive Matter, held in Solution by the Water of the Wort. gm 
I am very glad to find that this Inſtrument is coming very faſt into Uſe, among 
the Diſtillers in Scotland. It gives them ſome Idea of the Strength of their Wort; os a 
it helps them of courſe to regulate the Quantity of their Yeaſt, &c. but above all, 40. 
it enables them to guets whether their Fermentation has b:en conducted well or ill. 
But, though this Inſtrument be an vnerring Indicator of the Quantity of Matter 
held in Solution by the Water of the Wort, it does not pretend to diſtinguiſh what 
the Nature or Kind of this Matter may be. Obſerving Diſtillers have ſtated to me, 
that the following Circumſtance has puzzled them much; they have had Grain 
that yielded Wort, which to every Teſt of Lock, Taſte, and Saccharometer, ſhowed . 
that it was ſtronger than Wort from other Grain; yet, fiom the apparent weak _ 
Wort, they have got more Spirit than from the ſtrong Wort, although, in as far as. 
they could judge, the Circumſtances of the Diſtillation were equal, They have 
in general found this to be the Cale, when they compared the Worts of good Eng- 
liſh Grain, with the Worts of good Scotch Grain; and the Difference has been o 
leſs remarkable, when they compared Scotch Grain that grew on a low, dry, warm 
SON, with Grain that grew upon a high, wet, cold Soil. The Reſult of theſe their 
practical Obſervations, has led them to give a greater Price for Engliſh Grain, if. . 
they knew where it grew, than for Scotch Grain, and for the Scotch Grain of parti: 
: | 5D N cular 
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cular Diſtricts. The Fact is, that all that is extracted from Malt or Raw Grain by 

Water, is not equally capable of yielding Spirit. The Grain that is produced on 

a good Soil and in a warm Climate, no Matter whether South or North, provided 

it be a warm ſheltered Spot, contains more Matter that can produce Spirit, than 

the Grain that grew on a Soil equally rich, if cold, elevated, and wet. The Potatoe 

What it can. in this Country is not ſweet; in a warm Climate it is luſciouſly ſweet. - If there. 


not do. fore the Diſtiller expects that the Saccharometer can inform him what Quantity of 
ſaccharine Matter his Wort contains, he will often be deceived, as in Fact he is; 
baut that is not the Point in which the Committee is immediately intereſted, It ig 


evident, that if an Exciſe Officer make a Survey, of Wort, he ought not only to 
take Account of the Quantity but the Quality of it; and from what has been 
aid, it appears he cannot do that by this Inſtrument, nor by any other that I am 
F acquainted with. The Syſtem of Survey therefore, in ſo far as relates to Wort, 
though executed with the (trifteſt Fidelity and Impartiality, is not at preſent, nor can 
T'fay how it can be made in future, equitable and juſt, either for the Revenue or the 
Trade, Till ſome Method be diſcovered of aſcertaining with Accuracy, not merely 
the Denſity or ſpecific Gravity of Wort, but the Quantity of Spirit-yielding Mat- 
ter it contains, Survey either by the Saccharometer, or Gauging, or both, muſt fayour 
the Diſtiller that is ſituated where he can get good Spirit-yielding Grain; and in- 
jure the Diſtiller, who, from Poverty or Situation, is obliged to diſtil bad Spirit- 
"yielding Grain: And yet the one Grain may appear as good as the other, nay, yield 


2 Wort which the Saccharometer ſhall ſay is better than the other. 


© It has alſo been ſtated, that during Fermentation, the Wort is decompoſed, much 
Gas flies off, and a great Quantity of Sediment is thrown down.. A new Arrange- 
ment of many of the Particles that remain takes place. Ardent Spirit is formed. 
The ſpecific Gravity of the Fluid now called Waſh, is leis than it was when Wort. 
It is, of courſe, more rarified. This is what the Brewers call Attenuation. The 
Saccharometer can give them the moſt authentic Information of the Degree of this 
Attenuation; accordingly it becomes a great Help to the Diſtiller, during the Time 
his Fermentation is going on; for, as Attenuation is the Reſult of Fermentation, 
this Inſtrument tells him not only how the Proceſs is going on, but what Length i 
10 | JJ... oo H 
my Minliefir No mark how this Inſtrument, in the Hands of a careleſs or ignorant Diſtiller, 
D may become the Source of Error and Loſs ; and how, under the Syſtem of Survey, 
$1421 it may, in the Hands of the Exciſe Officer, become undeſignedly, and with all the 
HA Appearance and Reality of Impartiality, the Cauſe of Oppreſſion; ſay, that Wort, 
wm - whoſe Denſity was 130, has been attenuated to 100", or below it; and that the 
Exciſe Officer, taking the Degree of Tenuity as the Meaſure of the Quantity of 
Spe (and he has no other to go by) charges the Diſtiller with a given Quantity of 
Wort, capable of yielding per 100 Gallons, as many Gallons of Spirit as Waſh, 
of that Tenvity, from Wort of that Denſity, uſually yields. Then, if the Diſtiller 
does not ſhew that he has actually got that Quantity of Spirit, or if more Spirit than 
the Saccharometer ſhewed ſhould have been got 555 that Quantity of Waſh of 
that Attenuation, be found in his Stock, he muſt be held, in either Caſe, as having 
committed Fraud ; either by abſtracting Spirit, or adding Wort or Waſh, of which 
no Account had been taken; while in reality, he may have done neither. The 
Saccharometer, it has been ſhewn, could not tell any thing about the Quality of 
the Wort; it could only point out its Denſity; but whether that Denſity was occa- 
ſioned by Spirit yielding Extract or not, it could not ſay. To put this in a clearer 
Point of View, permit me to recall to Remembrance ſome Facts that were formerly. 
| ſtated. The acetous.Fermentation often begins, in Wort, if it be kept warm, before 
the Yeaſt be added, and, of courſe, before the vinous Fermentation can.commence. 
The acetous Fermentation frequently goes on, in Wort, along with the vinous Fer- 
mentation, if the Heat, in any particular Part of the Wort, be too great, or if the Air 
be admitted, &c. Wort, whether fermenting vinous or acetous, emits Gas, and 
_ throws down Sediment and becomes more rare. Walſh, after having e 
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ated- by the vinous Fermentation, becomes more (turbid, if the acetous Fermenk 


tation ſupervene. The Saccharometer indicates ſpecific Gravity -or Attenuation, 


but after it has done that, the grand Queſtion remains to be anſwered, viz. has 


this Attenuation, either in Whole or in Part, been occafioned by the vinous Fermen- 
tation, or by the acetous Fermentation? or, if by both, what Share has each had 


in producing the Effect? In other Words, how much Spirit and how much 


Vinegar is there in'Waſh of a given Atrenuation? The Saccharometer cannot tell. 
It can only give Information of the Degree of Attenuation: but whether that has 
been occaſioned by the acetous or by tne-yinous Fermentation ir cannot ſay. Bur 


the Quantity of Spirit is leſs in proportion as the Quantity of Acid in Waſh is 


* 


g 


I have entered into this Subject more minutely than I otherwiſe would have done, 
1ſt. Becauſe it is in general not underſtood, even by the Diſtillers themſelves. Many 


truſt to the Saccharometer for Information it cannot give. It is a very good Help 


to à careful intelligent Diſtiller; it is a dangerous Inſtrument in the Hands of an 
ignorant or careleſs Brewer. ad. Though it may direct the Collection of Duty, 
by a Survey of Wort and Waſh, and Spirit, in a Country where the Grain is 
uniform in its Quality, where the Trade is in the Hands of a few, and the Proceſs 


of Fermentation carried on nearly in the ſame Way by all; yet a fair and 


equitable Duty cannot be collected, either by it, or by gauging Worts and Waſh, 
in a Country like Scotland, where there is great Variety in the Quality of Hill and 
Dale Grain; where the Trade is carried on by many, and where, as has been ſhewn, 
ſcarcely: any TWO Diſtillers brew alike, It is not my Buſineſs to recommend any 


one Mode of collecting: the Revenue, in preference to another; it is only my Duty, 


ſituated as I now am, to give what Information I can to the Committee, chat they 
may be enabled to judge which Syſtem is the beſmm . 
Spirit is ſpecifically lighter than Water. It ſwims on the Surface of Water, 


if placed there with Caution; but as it alſo can combine with Water, it is united, 
in Waſh, with the Water among which it was formed. The Diſtiller, therefore, 
cannot avail himſelf. of its Lightneſs, and ſeparate it from the Water, in Waſh, by 


any mechanical Means; he is obliged to take Advantage of another of its Pro- 


perties. All Fluids, when heated up to a certain Point, which is higher in ſome 
than in others, riſe in the Form of Steam. Spirit riſes in Steam at a lower 
Temperature than Water does. And as the Temperature of a Fluid, evaporating 


by Heat, in the open Air, cannot be raiſed above a certain Point, the Diſtiller 
avails himſelf of this Difference in the vaporific Points of Spirit and Water; and 


finds that he can, by Heat, ſorce off almoſt all the Spirit from Waſh, before the 


Water begin to riſe in the Form of Steam. His next Object is to deprive this 


Spirit Steam of its elaſtic Form; by robbing it of the Heat that made and keeps it 
Steam; or, as the Phraſe is, to condenſe it into the non - elaſtic Fluid, called Whiſkey. 


To convert therefore by Heat, the Spirit in Waſh into Steam, and to convert that 
Steam by abſtracting Heat into Spirit again, are the Two Points in which the 
Proceſs of diſtilling. conſiſts, 8 54 „ > 


Principles of 
Diſtillation. 


Water, under the ordinary Prefſure of the Atmoſphere, riſes in Steam, when 
heated up to the 212% of Fahrenheit's Thermometer. During the whole Time that 


boiling Water evaporates in Steam, its Temperature remains at 212%; and the 


Temperature of the Steam that riſes from it is 2125 alſo. But it the Preſſure on 
its Surface be increaſed by lengthening the Column of Air above it, as is the 
Caſe when the Veſſel is placed at the Bottom of a deep Mine, or by condenſing 
the Air over it by a forcing Pump, or by preventing the-claſtic Steam from paſſing 


5 


Cauſes that 
accelerate or 
retard the 
Operation. 


ſreely away from it, as in Papin's.Digeſter, then it dots not riſe in Steam at 212*; W 

continues to take in Heat, and its Temperature riſes as much above 212”, as is the 

Exceſs of the Preſſure above that of the ordinary Weight of the Armoſphere. On the 

other hand, if the Preſſure of the Armoſphere or Steam on the Surface of the Water 

be diminiſhed, as is the Caſe when Water is boiled on à great Height, or under * 7 
* ns ) jos 


1 Pherowena of exhauſted Receiver, then it begins to riſe in Steam before it be heated up to 219, in 
| e proportion to the Diminution of the Preſſure. But in all theſe Caſes, the Temperature 


of the Steam is the ſame with that of che Fluid from which it riſes; which would lead 
to the Belief that the Quantity of Heat in both was the ſame; yet when we refle& 
that the Temperature of the Water roſe, before boiling, till it came up to 212, 
and that as much Heat has been entering it during boiling, as entered it in an 
| 8 7 Time before boiling, we are led to ſyſpect that this Heat, if not in the 
ater muſt be in the Steam, and muſt be the Cauſe of the Difference between it 
and Water in point of Form, Elaſticity, Bulk, &c.; and that as the two Fluids, 
| Water and Steam, differ in Form, their Capacities for containing Heat are dif. 
Videcrawfurd ferent alſo, If 81bs. of Filings of Iron at 212 be mixed with 11b, of Water at 32, 
OOO. the Temperature of the Mixture will be nearly 122; the Iron will be cooled go", 
and the Water heated 90. But if 81bs, of Iron Filings at 300? be mixed with 11b, of 
Water at 212, the Temperature of the Mixture will be 2127 only, and a Part of 
the Water will be ſuddenly converted into Vapour, If a very ſenſible Thermometer 
be ſuſpended in ſuch a Manner as to be in contact with the Vapour that is pro- 
duced, the Steam will be found to have the Temperature of 212“ alſo. The 
Temperature therefore of Water under the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere cannot be 
raiſed above 212%, in an open Veſſel on a Level with the Surface of the Sea; but if 
Water be incloſed in Papin's Digeſter, which is a ſtrong ſhut metallic Veſſel, and 
if a Thermometer be ſo fitted into this Veſſel that its Bulb: ſhall be in the Water, 
and its Stem in the Air, then it is ſeen that the Water in this ſhut Veſſel can be 
heated many Degrees above 212; but if the Water be allowed to communicate 
with the external Air by opening a ſtop Cock, a Part of it is inſtantly converted 
into Vapour, and the Temperature of the Water at the ſame” Moment ſinks down 
Vide Lavoi- . to 212% On the other hand, Ether, when the Barometer ſtands at 28*, boils. 
gs in the open Air if heated up to 1047, but if put into a Phial, whoſe Mouth is ac- 
| curately cloſed with moiſtened Bladder, and if this Phial be put under the Receiver 
of the Air Pump, and if when the Air is exhauſted from the Receiver, the 
Bladder be perforated with an Inſtrument fitred for the Purpoſe in the Apparatus, 
the Æther, though at the Temperature of the Atmoſphere, begins to boil with great 
Violence,/and both its Temperature and 'that of the Steam that riſes from ir, are 
perceived, hy placing Thermometers in each, to be conſiderably below that of the 
Atmoſphere, Laſtly, from a Variety of Experiments made by Doctors Black, Irvine, 
and Crawſurd, by Meſſrs. Lavoiſicr, de la Place, Watt, &c. it has been proved, 
that the Heat given out during the Converſion into-Water of a given Weight of 
Steam at 2127, would be ſufficient to raiſe an equal Weight of Water to 943*; in 
other Words, that there is 731* more Heat in Steam than in boiling Water ; this 
Accounts tor'the Diſappearance of all the Heat that enters into boiling Water. 
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But it remains to be explained why Steam does not manifeſt to the Thermometer 
more than 2127, while in reality it contains 943 of Heat. If Water be cooled 
down below 327, it changes its Form and becomes Ice; but during the whole 

Time that a given Quantity of Water is freezing, its Temperature remains nearly 
at 32?, though the Temperature of the ſurrounding Medium may be much leſs. 
It manifeſts to the Thermometer every Increment or Decrement of Heat between 
its freezing and boiling Points; but as we have ſeen that in changing into Vapour 
it abſorbs Hear, ſo we find that in changing into Ice it gives out Heat. That Por- 
tion of Water at 32*, or a little below it, that freezes firſt, can no longer hold, che- 
micatly combined with it, and inſenſible to the Thermometer, the ſame Quantity 
of Heat that it contained when Water; its Capacity for combining with Heat has 
been altered by its Change of Form. This Hear, which the firſt- formed Ice 
emits during freezing, prevents the Temperature of the remaining Water, and of, 
the Ice itſelf, from 1 4755 lower than the freezing Point, till it be carried off by the 
ſurrounding Bodies. The next Quantity of Heat, evolved from the next Quan- 
tity of Water frozen, does the ſame; ſo that till the Whole of the Water be frozen, 
the Temperature, both of the freezing Water and of the Ice, keeps nearly * * 


—— 


2 3 
2 a - 
— 


— 
— * * 
= > 


* = 


3 8 * $44 R * 24 . e 2 8 * - 8 
Ker 1 n C Ff œ ] — ¹ 5 8 I 
* 5 2 8 r % TT ( 2 5 5 ,, ER 37 Yn Es . n 3 5 2 c ; : 
, N 8 1 is ld ey * n 5 br bf 2 bl OASIS ern = \ Wor =; 89 by,” þ , 2 r 7-4 8 8 v2) — renn, e 18 CS 8 ene = ed 7 {agen 8 Wh Fray 2 7 _ 
” T1 MEN * I kb 7 * b e * THz 2 p P 3 OE. a CY 8 n Ss N * Ye 88 . N 2 N ng 4 2 n . Ss 1 ne 1 8 ESE WO CAO TOs Abo] . AN ay. . * r 
rr LS, þ Fre . * 1 * N S £ SES re B % . Ä EE 3 St e . OG PRE WIL SAD N N FELAS A A Bra = Ip That F; , ory , : 
be SOLE OG . er 1 8 1 EN "4 A 8 C A PS 22 Te 8 8 . . Wo PS FEES TIES 2 IRE at JOE . . ok aß Ne bs — FS. 3 G4 8 . N * . 1 2 r 74 * 2 J 8 : ee Oe ESE e 1 GETS: ny ARIA RISE 
W . Wy, * N n ene r Ly gp oe Sar Rn 22 34> pt Sp ns 62 SD DISC os n 7 5644 os . , LOWS ot Da BG oh Ie be 3 F TTV RET I oh £5 EAT ELIF; DENN r . aw. of , REG) - If I COT 22 a . 
0 — Þ 1 De n 0 r S M . e n 3, * 6” AS 6 * Fa or R SP. a Ot oF 2 8 1 Lore ks - Tt PILING, 's 2 0 "IN £ 3 C \ IT 5 500 CHIU we JAS ITY If „ 
. J : "9 1 » 4 y WES n Rn EGS. Ne Eo Er SI IE — 5 cen S EIS \ 2 n 972 5 N e * U Li © 
1 7 — 8 8 3 * : e Y 3 NN S N CE 3 l Mr fs 2. 9 


This is analogous to what we have ſeen rake place in bbiling Water ant Steam In 
both Caſes the Water, whether evaporating or freezing, is acted upon by t op-? 
poſite Cauſes; in freezing, it is robbed of its Heat by the rede ie 
andd it is ſupplied with Heat, evolved from the forming Ice; in boiling, it 1s fop- 
plied with Heat from the Fuel; it is robbed of it by the Steam: Theſe Powers 
balance one another; as faſt as the ſurrounding Medium robs Water of its Heat, 
the forming Ice gives out Heat; as faſt as the Fuel ſupplies Heat to the” boiling 
Water, the Steam carries it away; and fo Jong as there is a Particle of Water to be 
frozen in the one Caſe, or converted into Steam in the other, the Temperature of 
the freezing Water and Ice, and of the boiling Water and Steam, will be the ſame; 
bur no ſooner'is the Water converted into Ice, by parting with that Heat that gave 
it Liquidity, or no ſooner has it taken in the Heat neceſſary to conſtitute it Steam, 
chan both the Ice and Steam, thus formed, can, like Water, have their Ye ama 
ture changed. How far Ice can be cooled, and yet retain the Form of Ice, is not 
known. The Range of the Temperature of Water is between 32 and 212% The 
Temperature of Steam can be raiſed to a red Heat, it then ſuddenly changes its 
Form, if in Contact with certain Bodies; but inſtead of being converted into a 


more rarified Fluid than Steam, it is decompoſed, and refolved into Two perma- 


nently elaftic aeriform Fluids, that were formerly known by the Names of vital 
and inflammable Airs, but of late by the Names of Oxygene and Hydrogene Gas. 
Theſe Two Airs contain much more Heat, in a latent State, than was contained by 
the Steam; for if they be mixed in certain Proportions, and at the Temperature of 


che Atmoſphere, and if an electric Spark be ſent through them, their Hear burſts 
out into Flame, and they, now deprived of that Heat which enabled them to exiſt 


ſeparatoly, combine and form Steam; and that Steam, if deprived of the Heat 
which gives it its Elaſticity, is converted into Water; and that Water, if robbed” 
of the latent Heat that conſtitutes it a Liquid, is reduced to ſolid Ice, 


From theſe Facts then it appears, that Water is known in four different Forms, 
to wit, Ice, Water, Steam, and Gas; that this Variety in its Appearances depends 
entirely on the Quantity of Heat with which it is combined; that the Heat with 
which it is combined, in all theſe Forms, cannot be perceived by the Thermo- 
meter, but that in all of theſe Forms it has a Power of receiving a certain Quantity 


of Heat more than is neceſſary to give it that particular Form, which for the Time 


being it may poſſeſs ; that this additional Heat is not combined with it, but is 
floating looſe in it, and paſſes freely from it into any Body that may be colder, or 
comes into it from any Body that is warmer, the Quantity of its combined Heat re- 
maining the ſame. This looſe and floating Heat is preciſely of the ſame Kind as 
the combined Heat; but as they are in very different Situations, it has been found 
neceſſary, in order to prevent Confuſion in thinking or ſpeaking of them, to give 
them diſtinct and appropriate Names. Accordingly, that Quantity of Heat which 
is ſo combined as to conſtitute a Part of the Body in which it is, and to be, While 
in this State, imperceptible by our Senſes or the Thermometer, has been called la- 
tent Heat, while that which is floating in it, and which is ever "tending to diffuſe. 
itſelf, and to paſs into any Body whoſe Temperature may be leſs, and is of courſe per- 
ceptible by the Thermometer, is called ſenfible Heat. The Sum of Heat, there-. 
fare, contained by any Body, is made up of the Quantities of latent and ſegſible 
Heat which it contains, and has been called its ablolute or aggregate Heat. Theſe , 


Things being underſtovd, it will not be difficult to comprehetid how Two Bodies 


may be equally warm, or have the ſame Temperature, or contain the ſame Quantity 
of ſenſible Heat, though they may contain very different Quanticies of latent Heat; 
and as it has been ſtared, that he Capciry'of om - 

bined Heat is greater than that of Water; it will be eaſily ſeen how the Tempera- 
ure of Steam muſt be the ſaine with that of the boiling Water from which it riſes: 
for both contain their different efſential Quantities of latent Hear, and. the ſenlible 
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or combined Heat is free, and equally diffufible in both, and muſt be in both, « 
the Time the Steam is generated in Equiſibrio. 


And now it only remains that 1 point out the Reaſon why a Body, Changing 
from a Solid to a Liquid, or from à Liquid to Steam, abſorbs all at once the 
Heat neceflary to give it theſe Forms; why the Change is not gradual, and in 
proportion to the abſolute Heat it contains; in other Words, wy there ſhould be 
any looſe ſenſible Heat, occaſioning a Range of Temperature, from the freezing 
to the boiling Points. This depends entirely on the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere. 
It was ſhewn, in the Experiment with Papin's Digeſter, that looſe, uncombined, 
ſenſible Heat, may be accumulated in Water much above 212% The Digeſter has 
been made, in ſome Experiments, red hot. So long as the Water is nor allowed 


to expand, it remains in the State of Water; till it change its Form, its Capacity 


for combining with Heat is not increaſed ; its Temperature keeps pace with that 
of the Iron in which it is contained; but the Heat of red hot Iron is 1,050% If then 
Water, under the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere, require a Heat equal to 212* to 
enable ir to change its Form and become Steam, it muſt have ſuffered in Papin's Di- 

eſter, without changing its Form, a Preſſure equal almoſt to that of Five Atmoſpheres. 


'On the other Hand, the Experiment mentioned of Ether, whoſe boiling Point, 


under the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere, is 1049, having been made to boil even in 
the partial Vacuum of the Air Pump, by the ordinary Heat of the Weather, ſhews 


that the leſs the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere, the nearer does the vaporific Point 
approach to the Point of Solidity ; and were it neceſſary to multiply Examples, it 


would be till more evident that if the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere were annihilated, 
Liquids would have no range of Temperature at all; they would be converted into 


Steam, at an indivſible Degree of the Thermometer, the Moment they were 


formed, by the Melting of Solids; for the ſmalleſt Addition of Heat would then in- 
ſtantly feparate their Particles, and diſſipate them through the ſurrounding Medium; 
nay, were it not for atmoſpheric Preſſure we ſhould not even have any proper aeriform 
Fluids, becauſe the Moment the Force of Attraction is overcome by the repulſive 
Power of the Heat, the Particles of Bodies would ſeparate themſelves indefinitcly, 
having nothing to give Limits to their Expanſion, unleſs their own Gravity might 
collect chem together, ſo as to form an Atmoſphere, 2 


1ſt, Water therefore, or any Liquid, is combined with a certain Quantity of 


Ileat neceſſary to give it its liquid Form; and till it change its Form, that Heat 
cannot be given out by it, nor can more be taken in and combined with it. — 
2d. Though 

Quantity only of Heat, yet it can contain more Heat, not combined with it, till 
that Heat accumulate ſo much in it as to be able to overcome the Attraction which 
its Particles have for one another, and the Preſſure on it, and then it ſuddenly 


changes its Form, and by abſorbing and combining with the very Heat that raiſed 


its Temperature, it becomes Steam; or, the Quantity of uncombined Heat in it 
may be diminiſhed, till the Attraction and Preſſute overcome the repulſive Force of 
the combined Heat, and by forcing it out, bring the Particles of the Fluid into 


cloſer Contact, in other Words, convert it into a Solid. — 3d. While the Preſſure 


of the Atmoſphere is able to ſupporz the Column of Mercury, 28 Inches bigh, 
in the Tube of the Barometer, Water cannot be converted into Steam till its un- 
combined Heat be able to raiſe the Thermometer to 2127, nor into lee till the 


Thermometer, immerſed in ic, fink to 32% — 4th. That if the Preſſure on the Fluid 


be greater than the uſual Weight of the Atmoſphere, the latent or Fluid-con- 
ſtituting Heat will remain the ſame, but its uncombined or ſenſible Hear, or its 
Temperature, and its vaporific Point, will be raiſed.— 5th. That if the Preſſure on 


its Surface be leſs than that of the Atmoſphere, its Temperature and vaporific Point 


will belowered. —6th. That the Quantities of Form-conſticuting or latent Heat, in the 
Steam, is much greater than chat in the Liquid from which it riſes ; but the Quan- 
ity ot uncombined Heat, or the Temperature. of both, is the ſame, —7th. TRE 


a Fluid, while its Form remains the ſame, can combine with a certain 
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vided Veſſels could be got that would reſiſt its Expanſion. . 


Prom theſe Concluſions the Three following Corollaries followz—xft. He that 
diſtils a Fluid, ſay Water, as if he were evaporating it in the open Air, cannot, 


let him urge his Fire as he may, raiſe the Temperature of the boiling Liquor above 
212%,—24, He that contrives to make the Preſſure on the Surface of his diftilling 
Fluid leſs than that of the Atmoſphere, in other Words, diſtils in vacuo, will be 

able to raiſe the boiling Fluid into Steam, while its Temperature is below 212% — 


While, zd, He that does not allow the Steam to efcape as faſt as it is generated, 


will, by increaſing the Preſſure on the Surface of the Fluid, be unable to raiſe it 
into Steam till its Temperature be as much above 2125, as is the Preſſure above 
that of the Atmoſphere, | irons of 


"x ought to apologize to the Committee, for having taken up ſo much of their 


"Time, in .endeavouring to lay before them the Subſtance of what is known of the 
Laws that regulate the Production of Steam. The only Excuſe I have to offer is, 
that without a Knowledge of what has already been ſaid, it will not be eaſy to vn- 
d erſtand what is to follow, concerning practical Diſtilling; which naturally divides 
_ idfelf into the Four following Queſtions: Hoi 88 


iſt, How can the greateſt Quantity of Heat be thrown into a given Quantity 


of Waſh, in the ſhorteſt Time, from the ſmalleſt Quantity of Fuel? : 
2d. How can the 8 Quantity of Steam, at the loweſt Temperature, and 
in the ſhorteſt Time, be made to riſe, by this Heat, from that Wan ?? 
zd. How can that Spirit Steam be moſt ſpeedily converted into Whiſkey, and 
that Whiſkey cooled down, with the leaſt Loſs by Evaporation, to the Tempera- 
ture of the Atmoſpheres is „%% TU, 
41h. Is Whiſkey, diſtilled rapidly, leſs pure or leſs wholeſome, of Neceſfty, than 
Whiſkey diſtilled from ſimilar Waſh, fowly? ee a oy 12. 
The Firſt of theſe Queſtions is of more Importance than many are aware of. 
Much has, of late, been done at ſome Diſtilleries to ceconomize Fuel, and yer diſtil 
faſt; but much yet remains to be done; for the Waſte of Heat at all Diſtilleries, 
a wt be Wewn, 1 grenn, Tn He re 7 I i a 


Fluids do not tranſmit Heat Tapidly. If a Bar of red hot Iron be plunged 
into Water, that Part of the Water, with which it comes in Contact, is ſuddenly 
converted into Steam; while the Temperature of the Water, not very far from it, 
remains the ſame. The nearer, therefore, all the Particles of a Fluid can be brought 
to the heating Power, the ſooner will they be heated; in other Words, the more 
Surface any Veſſel expoſes to Heat, the ſooner will the Fluid it contains be made 
to boil, There is, however, no obvious and proved Principle, againſt which Diſ- 
tillers have ſo much erred, The Sphere contains more Matter, and expoſes leſs 
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Form of Steam; but its Temperature may be raiſed from 212* to any Point, pro- 


Practice of 
Diſtilling, 


Still makings 
ſo far as re- 
lates to the 


laving uf Fuel, 


Surface than any other Figure z. yet, till of late, Stills were ſpherical in Scotland. 


In many Places in the Highlands of Scotland they are fo (till; and if 1 be not 


miſinformed, they are very much of that Shape in England, There was an obvious 


Reaſon why Stil;s were globular, formerly, in Scotland. Private Families diſtilled 


Whiſkey for their own Uſe ; and the Still they uſed was a large Pot, globular, 


that for culinary Purpoſes it might be capacious; and to this Pot, when they 
wiſhed to diſtil, they luzed an occaſional Head. Had diſtiliing never become a 
diſtin Trade, and had not the Law ſtimulated Diſtillers to Invention, Stills in 
Scotland would have been Pots ſtil - np oo gon 


But it is not only true and evident, that pot-ſhaped Stills require- more Time to 


'boil than Stills of any other Shape, but that they require more Furl. This, in any 
Country, is a Circumitance chat mult inerraſe the Expence of 4he Manufacture; 
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but, where Fuel is ſearce and dear, it becomes an Object that deſerves. very ſerious 
Attention. The Fact is as now ſtatetl, The Committee will ſee the Reaſon, when 
it is conſidered, that the ſpherical Bottom only of the Still being expoſed to the 
Heat; the Flame, riſing from the Fire beneath is not allowed to remain in : Conta& 
with the Still long enough to give out its Heat; nay. much of it does not get to 
the Still at all, but is driven backwards rapidly, by the Air ruſhing over and through 
the Firr, and eſcapes by the Chimnex. Spas FR wn 


MW hen Diſtillers began to turn their Attention to this, ſome of them thought of 
immerſing their globular Stills in Flame; while others, who had large cylindrical 
Stills, either led the Flame round them in what is called a Wheel Flue, or they 
made the Flame divide behind the Still, and come round its Sides to a Chimney 
before the Still, in what they called a Bridle Vent. Theſe were great Improvements, 
They haſtened the heating of the Liquor in the Still, and œconomized Fuel, by 
forcing the Flame to remain longer in Contact with the Still; but they were found 
to be occaſionally attended with Inconvenicnces. Copper Stills cannot be made, 
like Caſt Tron Pots, of one Piece; the Edge of the Sole or Bottom is turned up; 
the middle Piece is fitted to that, by making the one overlap the other, and fixing 
them together by rivetted Nails; the Shoulder is added to the middle Piece in 


the ſame Way, and to this the Head is adapted; but it was found that the Heat 


fuſed the Heads of the Nails, and the outer Layer of the Copper at the Seam, It 


was alſo found that the Flame burnt out, as the Workmen ſay, the Side of the Still 


oppoſite to the Flue, if the Liquor was boiled down, ſo far, that the Flame could 
come in Contact with any Part of the Still above the Liquor; and as Waſh, 
bowever well prepared it may be, always contains much fæculent Matter, if any of 
that adhered to the Side of the Still, above the Surface of the Waſh, and oppoſite 
to the Flue, it never failed to be ſinged, and to communicate a bad Taſte and 
Smell to the Spirit produced, which no future Rectification could diſcharge. It 
likewiſe happened, ſometimes, when the Steam was raiſed fafter than it could eſcape, 
that the heated Bottom or Sides of tke Still were blown out; and laſtly, if the 
Liquor was not agitated, and the Bottom ſcraped, particularly at the 'Fime of empty- 
ing or filling the Still, the Sediment falling to the Bottom was burat; nay the 
Bottom and Sides of the Still ſometimes got ſo much heated, during the Interval 
between diſcharging and charging the Still, that the Metal, being ſuddenly cooled 
within, while hat without, .cracked like Glaſs, or the Firſt entering Waſh was 
burnt by the overheated Metal. Theſe were ſome of the Effects of attempting 
to diſtil rapidly, before the Apparatus was fitted for rapid Diſtillation ; and till 


they were underſtood, and the Apparatus fo altered as to remove them, much bad 


Whiſkey was made in the Lowlands; and at ſome Works, where the Apparatus is 


not fitted for rapid Diſtillation, bad Whiſkey is made yet. 


To prevent the Adheſion and Singing of the Sediment upon the Bottom and 
Side of the Still, an Engine of a very ſimple Conſtruction was invented (vide 
Fig. 3.) It conſiſts of a perpendicular Shaft of Iron, which paſſes down through 
the upper Part of the Still; horizontal Arms are fixed 'ro'this Shaft, and to theſe 
Arms Chains are hung, reſtiug on the Bottom of the Still When the perpendi- 


cular Shaft and its Arms are turned round, the Chains are dragged along, and not 
only agitate the Waſh, but prevent the Sediment from reſting on the Bottom or 
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The Bottom of the Still was next ſecured againſt the expanſiye Force of the 
Steam, by making it concave towards the Fire, and convex” towards the Steam. 


This in ſome Inſtances was carried too far, for though Care was: taken to leave as 
much Liquor in the Still, as would prevent any Part of it from being burnt, yet this 


Still, ſhould be conſiderable, ; which was, in fact, occupying with ſpent Waſh the 


pip bn the Bottom rendered it neceſſary that the. Quantity cf Waſh, left in the 
. Space 
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Space that ſhould have been filled with Waſh confaining Spirit, In the beft con- 
ſttructed Stills I have ſeen, the Neceſſity of leaving Waſh in the Still has been 
leflened of late, by providing for the free Eſcape of the Steam, and thereby render- 
ing the Arching of the Still leſs neceſſary than formerly, and by enlarging the Dia- 
meter of the Charge and Diſcharge Pipes, and by placing the Charge Vat high, and 
by the Diviſion of Labour, all of which have now almoſt annihilated the Interval 


one modern Still fo conſtructed and fo placed that no Flame is permitted at any 
Time to be above the Surface of the Waſh, either during Diſtillation, or after the 
' Diſcharge, This Still is almoſt flat in the Bottom. It is nor ſet on Pillars, but 

hung over the Flame by Handles. The Coping of the Flue is on a Level with 
the Bottom of the Still, ſo that no Flame can touch any Part of the Side or 


Extent of Surface which this Still expoſes to the Heat, when I ſtate, that the 
Stills, which were ſuppoſed to be on the beſt Conſtruction, are, in general, from 
'Two to Four Inches deep at the Edge, and from Five to Eight Inches deep in. 
the Center; but this Still is only Two and an Half Inches deep at the Center, and 
at the Edge it may be ſaid to have no Depth at all, for its Sole and Shoulder meet 

almoſt at an acute Angle. (vide Fig. 12.) The Effect is, that while from Two to Three 
Minutes are required to make other Stills boil, this Still boils in little more than 
Half a Minute, The Committee will not be ſurprized, that thoſe Diſtillers who 
have ſeen this Still at work, and obſerved that Two Shovels full only of Coals 


wide, and Nine Feet long, and as ſhallow as the former (vide Fig. 15 and 16.) ; 
but for Reaſons I need not ſtate, it has not yet been tried. A Diſtiller who ſaw it, 
got one made ſomewhat like it, but being afraid to deviate ſo much from the 
common Form as I had done, he has made his Still only twice as long as it is 
broad, and its Head is like that of Fig, 12, This Still alſo has not yet been tried, 
becauſe it is leſs than his former Still, and, under the preſent temporary Law, the 
Exciſe think they cannot allow him to work with a Still leſs than his former Entry, 
"Thoſe who have conſidered the Subject, and ſcen the Stills, are of Opinion, that as 
the long Stills not only expoſe more Surface, to the Heat, than the round ones do, 
but oblige the Flame, in travelling from the one End of the Bottom to the other, to 


A Still will be made to boil ſooner, and with leſs Fuel than thoſe in Uſe ar preſent, 


the heating Power, without Danger to itſelf or What it contains; the Furnace muſt 


on the Still. This is a Subject which has of late attracted the Attention of ſome 
of the moſt ingenious and ſucceſoſul Diſtillers in the Trade; but even at their 


wig tou the Waſte of Fuel is great; in Furnace-building, much y:t remains to 


In many Places of the Highlands, as was formerly ſtated, the Still is placed on 
Two Stones, and the burning Fuel, which is Peac, is placed under the Still on the 


whether Peat. or Coal, is placed under the Still in a Grate, built in a Furnace. 
this Door is thut, the greatelt Part of the Air that enters the Flue i> obliged to riſe 


wall bring the Principle of Diſtillery Furnace- building before us. Without Air no 
. *iEammable Body will burn. Common atmoſpheric Air is compoſed of Two acri- 
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APPENDAX. (My) 1 at; 


' were required for each Charge, ſhould get Stills of the ſame Kind; but it is obvious, 
that even this Still, which is circular, does not expoſe the greateſt Bottom Surface 
poſſible ; I therefore got another conſtructed, which was only Eighteen Inches 


But it is not enough that a Still be ſo conſtructed as to expoſe a large Surface to 


Ground, In other Parts of the Highlands, and all over the Lowlands, the Fuel, 
There 1s, in general, an Iron Door placed in a Frame before the Fire, ſo that When 


vp through the burning Fuel, from the Aſh Pit. 4 YE following Facts will enable 
us io judge whether theſe Modes of burning Fuel be cecenomical or not, for they | 


between the Charge and Diſcharge. But in ſo far as I have yet ſeen, there is only 


Shoulder of the Still. The Committee will be able to form ſome Idea of the 


remain longer in Contact with the Still, therefore there is Reaſon to expect that ſuch 


be ſo conſtructed, that the Heat produced ſhall have its full and undiminiſhed Effect 


Purnace 
buiklinge 


APPENDIX G9 


form Fluids or Gaſſes, viz. of 27 Parts of vital Air or Oxygene, and 7 3 Parts 
of mephitic Air or Azote. If atmoſpheric Air be deprived of its vital Air or 
Oxygene, Candles will not burn in it, Animals die inſtantly in it, Fermentation 
will not go on it; it is then the oxygenous Part of atmoſpheric Air that is uſeful 
in F ermentation, Reſpiration, and Combuſtion, During Combuſtion, atmoſpheric 
Air is decompoſed, the oxygenous Part of it is abſorbed by the burning Body; 
but the 7 of the new Compound, for containing combined Hear, is lefs 
than that of the Subſtances, of which it is compoſed, when ſeparate. At the Time 
therefore that the aeriform Fluid, Oxygene, unites with the inflammable Body, 
and is converted with it into a Solid, it gives out its Fluid-conftituting latent 
Heat; and this Heat is in ſuch Abundance, that it burſts out into Flame, and now 
let looſe, ſpeedily diffuſes itſelf among all the Bodies around, changing the Form of 
_ thoſe Bodies, which the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere will allow to change, and raiſing 
the Temperature of others, which the Preſſure wil] not ſuffer, with that Degree of 
Heat, to afſume a different Form, On the other Hand, the mephitic Air gets 
rarified by the Heat evolved, and flies off with the Moiſture of the inflammable 
Body, in the Form of Smoke, no ner pr | 
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While atmoſpheric Air can thus be decompoſed and evolve Heat, during the 
Combuſtion of inflammable Bodies, it readily abſorbs Heat from burning Bodies, 
if near them but not decompoſed by Combuſtion ; as is manifeſted by the cooling 
Power of Wind ; and at the fame. Time that ic becomes rarified by this Heat, it = 
does not tranſmit Heat eaſily and ſpeedily to other Bodies ; as is ſhewn by ſurrounding FT 
a Furnace with Two air-tight Walls, incloſing a Space filled with Air, which is 
found to keep in the Heat much better than is done by a ſingle ſolid Wall, equal in 
Thickneſs to the Two, and the intermediate Space filled with Air. 


Now theſe Things being underſtood, the Defects of the Diſtillery Furnaces, at pre- 
ſent in Uſe, can no longer remain concealed. In the blighland Ingles, if they can 
be called Furnaces, the Air bruſhes through and over the Fire. That Part of the 
Air which paſſes through the Fire is decompoſed, and gives out its Heat; but the 
Flame produced, inſtead of riſing directly upwards, is carried backwards with the 

Current of mephitic Air, that is ruſhing backwards, through the Fire, to eſcape by 
the Chimney ; while on the other Hand, that Part of the Air which 1s bruſhing 
over the Surface of, and in immediate Contact with the Fire, is decompoſed alſo; 
the Reſt, which is above and not in Contact with the Fire, inſtead of giving out, ab- 
ſorbs Heat, with which it too ruſhes backwards towards the Chimney ; while, being 
one of the worſt Tranſmitters of Heat, little, comparatively ſpeaking, of the Heat 
emitted by the burning Body is permitted to go ro the Still, That this is really the 
Caſe is perceived when we look at the Flame of ſuch a Fire. Inſtead of riſing 
upwards it is bent backwards, and there is a dark, Space between the Fire and the 
Still, filled with undecompoſed Air. (Vide Fig. 3.) Next, let it be ſuppoſed that 
a Diſtiller works with a Peat Fire, in a common Furnace ; then as Peat contains leſs 
inflammable Matter in a given Bulk, and burns more rapidly than Coal, the Fur- 
nace muſt not only be large, to contain the Quantity neceſſary to raiſe a ſufficient 
Degree of Heat, but the DiſtiMer muſt frequently open the Furnace Door to (tir 
up the Fire, and very frequently to throw in more Fuel, But it is obvious, that 
every Time he opens the Door, he muſt permit Air to get in, ſome of which, in- 
deed, will be decompoſed, as it bruſhes along the Surface of the burning Fuel, but 

the greateſt Part of it will not only carry off the Heat produced by the Fire, but 
prevent the Heat of the Fire from getting to the Still. Though therefore he who 
ore Peat in a Furnace, gets more Benefit of the Heat evolved, than he does who 

burns it in an open Ingle, he is far from getting the full Benefit of all the Heat 
which the Fuel yields. e . TH 5 


0 


FC WW 


In the laſt Place, thoſe who burn Coals at their Diſtilleries, uſe, without doubt, 
a Fuel that contains muchinflammable Matter in little Bulk, and of courſe they do 
not need to open their Furnace Doors fo frequently as thoſe do who burn Peat; 


and therefore they get more the Benefit of the Heat their Fuel yields. But this 
Furnace Door never is, nor indeed can it be made Air- tight. Were it made to fit its 


Frame, ſo accurately, that no Air could enter, then. as che Aperture of any Piece 


of Metal is diminiſhed when the Metal is heated, and any Piece of Metal tha: 


fitred that Aperture, when cold, cannot, when expanded 4 Heat, enter the Aper- 


ture it fitted, when cold, the Door of any Furnace, if Air-tight, when cold, 
would not ſhut when heated. I have ſeen no Furnace Doors that did not loſe their 


Shape by the Heat, more or leſs, after they had for ſome Time been uſed; Nay, 


J have ſeen ſome Diſtillers ſo careleſs or ſo ignorant on this Point, as to have Holes 
bored in their Furnace Doors, which they faid prevented the Doors from cracking, 
Be that as it may, theſe Holes were patent Inlets to Air; and in looking through 
them, I have marked its Effect. The Space, beneath the Boiler, was black, being 
occupied by undecompoſed Air; and the curling Tops of the Pencils of Flame 
were bent backwards, and away from the Still, Granting, however, that Furnace 
Doors could be made and kept Air-tight, Diſtillers would {till be obliged to open 
the Furnace Door, and admit Air, when they had Occaſion to mend, to ſtir, 


or to damp the Fire, Nay, as almoſt all Coal contains Materials, which can 
either of themſelves, or by combining with the melting Bricks, form a glaſſy Slag or 
Dander, which adheres to the Bars of the Grate, and obſtructs the Paſſage of the, 

Air from the Aſh Pit, through the Fire, they are obliged, in general once, ſometimes 


twice a Day, at ſome Diſtilleries, to take out the Fire altogether, and hew off 
this Dander with Iron Inſtruments. In the mean Time the Work 1s at a Stand; 
nay, goes on flowly for ſome Time thereafter ; for it takes ſome Time before the 


| Furnace can again be heated. In no Diſtillery, therefore, that I am acquainted with, 


does the Diltiller derive all the Benefit from the Heat which the Fuel uſed by him, 
yields,” „ ” L 4 ink le a 


As the Committee, I perſuade myſelf, are convinced, that any Attempt to diminiſh 
this Waſte of Fuel, or to put the Diſtillers who uſe Peat more on a par with thoſe 


who uſe Coal, is not improper, I ſhall without further Apology deſcribe and ſnew 


a Drawing of a Furnace, conſtructed on a different Principle from thoſe in common 
Uſe, which, though deſigned at firſt for the bulky Fuel called Traſh, uſed in 


diſtilling in the Weſt Indies, is equally fitted for the burning of Peat, and will, 


it is hoped by the Diſtillers, who are now making Experiments upon its Principle, 
be, with a few Alterations, better adapted for burning Coal, economically, than any 
_ Diſtillery Furnace at preſent in uſe. (Vide Fig 4.) 5 e 


The Point held in view, in the Conſtruction of this Furnace, is, to render it 


impoſſible for any Air to get at the Still, that has not previouſly paſſed through the 


Ne Furnace, | 


Fire, and given out its Heat, by Combuſtion ; and in order to accompliſh this, the 


Grate is placed before and a little above the Bottom of the Still; above the Grate 


the Furnace is made like a Funnel; and into this Funnel the Fuel is thrown; 


below the Grate there is a ſmall Hole, to which a Plug is accurately fitted. The 


Mouth of the Fuel Funnel is covered with an Iron Lid, moveable on a Hinge, | 
and that Lid, when let down, reſts all round on a ſunk Check, but has an additional 


Border or Flap of Leather, which projects a little Way over the Check, like a Valve; 
On the Top of the Chimney there is a Valve that can be raiſed or let down over 


the Mouth of the Vent, at pleaſure, by pulling a Cord. When the Fire is. to be 


Kindled this Chimney Valve is let down, the Plug is taken out of the Air Hole 
below, and the Air ruſhes up through the kindling Fuel; but no ſooner is the Plug 
put into the Hole than the Air attempts to ruſh down the Chimney, but is pre- 


_ vented by the valvular Lid there; the only Way left therefore by which it can enter 


is by the Funnel whoſe Lid is raiſed. It paſſes down through the Fire, and hears 
the Air beneath the Still and in the Chimney, till the Column of Air in the Chimney 
| „ | 5 . 
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be realized, it will not be difficult to find out an eaſy Method of removing 4 
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becomes ſpecifically lighter than that above the Funnel, and riſing up through the 
Chimney throws up the Valve, and continues to take this Courſe down through the 
Fuel and vp the Chimney, ſq long as the Column of Air in the Chimney is lighter | 
than that above the Fuel. 13 = 


The Committee will ſee, that as all the Air muſt paſs through the burning Fuel 
on the Grate of this Furnace, no undecompoſed Air can get into the Flue, Either 
to ſteal away Heat, or prevent the Flame from coming into Contact with the Still, 
which obviates all the Inconveniences of ill- conſtructed Furnace Doors. — ad. Tha 
no Fuel is unprofitably conſumed by opening the Door to ſtir or mend the Fire. 
for the Effect of the Fire on the Still, inftead of being diminiſhed by opening the 
Door, is augmented.—3d. That inſtead of damping the Fire, as is uſually done 
in the common Furnaces, by opening the Door and admitting Air, or by throwing 
Water or wet Aſhes on the Fire, and thereby leſſening the Heat produced by the 
Fuel, by rendering it latent in Steam, the Fire is ſpeedily and effectually damped 
by letting down the Door or Lid of the Furnace, by which the Combultion of the 
Fuel is ſtopt, and the Evolution of Heat prevented. It may be ſaid, that when the 
Fire requires damping, there is not Time to wait till the Heat already produced be 
diſſipated ; it muſt be ſpeedily carried off by opening the Door, and admitting cool 
Air, or by throwing in Water. But it is not conſidered that in the common Fur. 
nace, thovgh the Door be opened, the Grate 1s open alſo, and that while the cold 
Air, admitted by the Door, is carrying off Heat, the Air entering by the Grate is 
producing Heat; nor is it attended to, that even when the Door of this new Fur- 
nace is ſhut down, and no Air permitted to enter, and of courſe no Heat generated, 
the Heat, already evolved, can be inſtantly diminiſhed by ſimply turning a Cock, 
and letting in upon the Fire, from a rofe-mouthed Pipe, entering beneath the 
Door or Lid, a Jet of Water. a | 


It is ſcarcely neceffary to obſerve, after what has been faid, that while the Heat 
in the common Furnace is in proportion to the Quantity of Fuel, the Heat in 
this Furnace is in proportion to the Quantity of Air admitted by. the Lid; nor 
need I ſtate, that this Furnace is peculiarly adapted for Diſtilleries in the Weſt Indies; 
where the Fuel uſed is Wood or bruized Sugar Canes, Leaves, &c.; nor necd I ſay 

_ that it will be eminently uſeful in the Highlands, where Prat, the Fuel uſcd, is 
bulky alſo. It is more important to ſtate that this Furnace is not ſo well adapted 
for Coal as for Peat or for Traſh, as the Weſt India Furl is called; for there is 
Reaſon to fear that the Heat excited in this Furnace, where no Air that is not de- 
compoſed is allowed to enter, may, if Coal be uſed, melt the Bars of the Grate, or that the 
Bars ſhall be obſtructed by Dander, Experiments are now going on, to aſcertain 
whether theſe Fears be well founded or not ; and I am confident, that though they 


fuzed or obſtructed Grate, and ſpeedily ſubſtituting another, or Diſtillers will 
blow their Fires in the above deſcribed Funnel without any Grate with Bellows ; 
for the Principle of this Furnace, however modified in the Application, is that of 
the Blatt Furnace, adhered to rigidly in Practice. ons 1 5 


Having thus conſidered how the greateſt Quantity of Heat can be thrown 
moſt rapidly, with Satety to the Still, and what it contains, from the ſinalleſt Quan- 
tity of Fuel, into a given Quantity of Waſh, we come to th: Second Quceition in 
practical Diltillery, viz. How can the greateſt Quantity of Steam, at the lowelt 
Temperature, and in the ſhorteſt Time, be raiſed by chis Heat from that Wah? 
The following Circumſtances will furniſh an Anſwer. | 


1ſt; The old round Stills were deep, and the boiling Liquor in them expoſed 
very little Surface to Evaporation, It is obvious, tnat though a conſiderable 
Quantity of Steam is produced at the Surface of the Liquor, yet by far the Fay | 
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part is formed at the Bottom of the Still, and muſt ſtruggle up through the ſu- Shallow Stills, = 
perincumbent Fluid before it can make its Eſcape. The ſhallower, therefore, and 
the broader the Still is, the more eaſily will the Steam get away from the boiling 


2d. Steam is prodigiouſly more bulky than the Fluid from which it is 5 3 
and, in its Formation, it ſuddenly expands. If there be not Room for its Expanſion, 
it cannot be formed; there muſt therefore he a Space in the Still, above the Surface 
of the boiling Liquor, for the Expanſion of the Steam; and the Size of this | 
Space muſt be large, in proportion to the Celerity of the Diſtillation. Formerly, If wronght 
when they diſtilled ſlowly, in other Words, when a ſmall Quantity only of Steam was ente not 
generateq in a given Time, it was not neceſſary that the empty Space in the Still full. 1 
ſhould be large. They filled their Stills accordingly with Liquor more than T,-Wo 
Thirds, nay ſometimes Three Fourths full; but now, thoſe who diſtil faſteſt, find that 
their Stills boil over, or ſhoot, or run foul, as they ſay, if charged more than 1-3d 
or 2-5ths full. This muſt be kept in mind, when ſpeaking of the Number of Times 
any Still may be run off in an Hour or a Day; elſe a very falſe and exaggerated 
Idea will be formed of the Quantity of Work done in a given Time, Thoſe 
Diſtillers who think they will fave Duty, by filling their Stills more than they 
can bear, never fail to find, in the end, that they loſe more by foul running, and by 
making bad Spirits, than they gain by faving the Time loſt in frequent diſcharging. 


d. Steam, in riſing from boiling Liquor, is apt to carry up with it Particles of Mult either 
the Froth or Scum, that may be on the Surface of the Liquor; po kk this Space, 2 high 
above the boiling Waſh, ſhould be high rather than broad and ſhallow, that theſe 1 5 
Particles, thus elevated, may get Time to fall back again into the Liquor, before 

the Steam deſcend into the Worm. | FFF 


4th. No boiling Fluid can be equally heated, at all Times, in every Part. Some 
Parts getting hotter than others, and ſtruggling to expand into Steam, riſe above the 
Surface, in the Form of Jets, ſometimes to a confiderable Height; and if the 
Head of the Still Þ- not high, they daſh over into the Worm, and defile the z 
Product. The Diſtillers, in the Weſt of Scotland, have fallen upon a very ingenious or a Froth and 
Contrivance to keep down theſe Jets, and break the Bubbles of Froth on the Sur- n 
face of the boiling Liquor. They have an Inſtrument in the Head of their Stills, cine. 
which they call a Fly. (vide Fig. 13.) It is compoſed of Four perpendicular Leaves 
or Plates of Copper, fixed on the End of a perpendicular Shaſt, that paſſes down 
through the upper Part of the Still, till it almoſt reaches the Surface of the boiling 
Liquor ; theſe Arms or Wings are made to turn round in the Head, with great Ve- 
locity, the Shaft ro which they are fixed being made to revolve on its Axis, by Ma- 
chinery fitted to that End of it which is without the Still, Thoſe Stills that have 
high Heads ſtand leſs in need of this Apparatus, Nevis 8 


th. If the Aperture in the upper Part of what is called the Body or expanded Defefts of the 
Part of the Still, or if the Head and Pipe, leading from the Head to the Worm, be ed faſmioned 
not large enough, to allow the Steam to paſs on expanded to the Worm, the Steam Os 
being elaſtic becomes compreſſed, and its Elaſticity being in proportion to its Den- 

ſity, it endeavours to expand in every Direction, and preſſes with increaſed Force 

on os Surface of the boiling Fluid, the Temperature and vaporific Point of which . 
it raiſes... | 1 7 


th. When a Still is charged, the Body, if not compleatly filled by the Charge or 
Liquor when firſt put in, is, in general, more than filled by the Time the Liquor 
begins to boil ; for the Liquor, ſwelled by the Hear, commonly riſes up for ſome 
Way into the Head. It is therefore evident, that the Surface of Evaporation is not 
n proportion to the Area of the Still, but of the Steam Pipe that riſes from the 
1 . | | . RE, Still, | 
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Still, and forms what is called the Head. Now ſince the Steam is produced, in 

greateſt Abundance, at the Bottom of the Still, where the Heat is applied, and 
ſince it riſes up throvgh the Liquor almoſt in a direct Line, Part of it only can riſe 
oppoſite to the Aperture that leads up to the Head, the Reſt muſt impinge againſt 
the Shoulder of the Still, if we may ſo call that Part of the Still that ſtretches out 
from the Steam Pipe or Head to the Sides. Suppoſe then that Fig. 5. repre- 


ſents an old faſhioned Pot-Still, and that the Shoulders A, A, as frequently was the 


Caſe, are rounded and depreſſed at the Setting on of the Head B, it is obvious that 


While the Steam, generated at the middle Part of the Bottom C, will riſe up through 


the Aperture D, and meeting with no Obſtruction, will inſtantly fly up into the 


cad, the Steam generated at all the Points farther removed from the Middle of 


the Bottom than E, E, muſt impinge againſt the Shoulders A, A, and be not only 
confined there, but diſplace Liquor equal to its own Bulk, This diſplaced Liquor 
can eſcape no where elſe bur by the Aperture that leads up to the Head, into which 
of courſe it mult riſe as at F. Let it now be ſuppoſed that the Fire is urged, and 


that a great Quantity of Steam is generated in a given Time, This Steam, pent up 


beneath the Shoulders of the Still, and there accumulating, will, acting on the 
Principle of the forcing Pump, depreſs the Surface of the Liquor under the Shoul- 
ders of the Still, as repreſented in Fig. 6. and force it up into the Head, till at 


laſt it run over into the Worm. That this is in Reality the Cauſe of thoſe occa- 


ſional Guſhes of foul Running, which can be checked by damping the Fire, every 
Diſtiller, who has conſidered the Subject with Attention, will, I believe, allow; but 
it ſometimes happens, that damping the Fire does not check the foul Running; 
the Waſh continues to come over in a Torrent, till the Still be almoſt exhauſted, 
It has been ſuppoſed, that, in the former Caſe, the Quantity boiled over was ſmall, 


and could not fill the Area of the Steam Pipe, that deſcends from the Head towards 


the Worm; while, in the other Caſe, the Quantity of Liquor, forced up from the 
Still, was ſo great as not only to fill the Head bur the deſcending Pipe, which then 
became a Syphon. = i „„ „„ 


From what has been ſaid, it will be obvious, that it was aud ſtill is impoſſible 


to work faſt and well with an old-faſhioned Highland Still, I have now to add what 


will perhaps appear more ſtrange, viz. that no Man can diſtil faſt and well with 


a flat Still, if there be not ſome Contrivance, within it, to direct the Courſe of the 


Steam, or, in the Shoulder of it, to facilitate the Eſcape of the Steam. 


Deeds of mo- 
dern Flat Stills, 


The more ſhallow and flat a Still is, the greater will be the Extent of the Shoulder; 
the greater, of Courſe, will be the Accumulation of Steam under that Shoulder; and 
the greater its Effect in forcing up the Liquor into the Head, and making the Still 
ſhoot or run foul (vide Fig. 7.); nay, if the Shoulder of the Still be very flat, it will 
be impoſſible to work it ſo faſt as a Highland Still. I had an Opportunity of ſeeing 
this fairly tried in a flat Still, the Shoulder of which had, by the Preſſure of the Brick 
Work above, ſunk down below the Level of the Edge. This Still could not receive 

more than the Half of an ordinary Charge, and even with that, the Fire was obliged 
to be kept low. This points it out as a Principle, that the Shoulder of a flat Still 
ſhould riſe from the Circumference towards the Center. But it will be obvious to 
the Committee, that only that Part of the Steam, which riſes up directly under the 


Aperture that leads up to the Head, can get freely away; the reſt muſt occupy 
Space, in proportion to its Bulk, under the Shoulder, as repreſented in Fig. 7; and 
ſo great is the Effect of this Steam in making the Still run foul, that many Dittillers 
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Who had got flat Stills after the Committee's Report was publiſhed laſt Spring, 


laid them aſide again, and ſtrongly infinuated that thoſe who did uſe them, 
were not working fo faſt with them as was ſaid, nay, that they were working with 
other Stills ſecretly, and holding out theſe flat Stills only as a Blind. There 
was however one Circumſtance ſtated in the Evidence given by Mr. Whyte, 
that attracted the Notice of ſome of the more conſiderate Part of the Trade, 
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ance within theſe Stills, which enabled them to work ſo faſt, The Circumſtance 
ſtated by Mr. Whyte was, that in examining one of theſe Stills “ he found a thin 
Plate of Copper over the Whole of the Iron Work which was in the Still, and in- 
geniouſly fixed on the croſs Bars, within Side the Still, and went round with the 
; Work when charging and diſcharging the Still; but whether this had any Ef- 
fect in accelerating the Proceſs of Diſtillation, or to prevent the Still running foul,” 


Mr. Whyte adds, he could not pretend to ſay.“ Some Diſtillers immediately 


got a ſolid Plate put into their Stills; but they found Things went on rather worſe 
than before; others put in a Plate, perforated with many ſmall Holes, but ſtill they 
found it did no good. On thinking on this Subject, it occurred to me, that a ſolid 
Plate, if ſtretched acroſs from Side to Side, muſt, by preventing the Steam from 
riſing from the Bottom, where it is moſt copiouſly produced, burſt the Still; and if 
it was concave below, but did not reach to the Sides of the Still, it would act in no 
other way than by accumulating the Steam in the concave Space beneath it, and in 
Effect diminiſh the Capacity of the Still, in proportion to the Extent of that Space; 
while, on the other Hand, if the Plate be perforated with Holes, the Steam paſſing 
up through theſe Holes, would occupy the ſame Space, under the Shoulder of the 


and led to the Suſpicion that thoſe who could charge flat Stills well, and run them 
off in Eight Minutes, as ſtated in Mr. Whyte's Evidence, muſt have ſome Contriv- 


Ingenious 


Contrivance 10 
remedy a De- 


ſe& in Flat 
Stills. 5 


Still, that it would have done, had there been no Plate in the Still. But, it ſeemed 

to me obvious, that if a Plate be placed in a Still, immediately above the Chains; and 

if this Plate be not only very concave, but have a Hole in its Middle, almoſt as 
large as the Aperture in the Shoulder leading up to the Head; and if this Plate 


do not ſtretch ſo far as to touch the Sides of the Still, then the following Effects 
would follow. The Steam that is generated at the Bottom of the Still, immediately 


below the Aperture, in the Plate, would riſe up through the Aperture, and paſs _ 


directly up, without any Obſtruction, into the Head; but all the Steam that was gene- 
rated, beneath the concave, ſolid Part of the Plate, would, in its Aſcent, impinge 
_ againſt the Plate, and be directed upwards along its concave Surface, towards the 
Hole in its Center, and without being allowed to get up' and lodge beneath the 
| Shoulder of the Still, and preſs upon the Liquor, forcing it up into the Head, 
would aſcend, in a direct Line, up into the Head. It alſo ſeemed evident, that as 


the Quantity of Liquor beneath the Plate was, or might be leſs than what was 


above, and being at the ſame Time more heated, it alſo would aſcend through the 


Hole in the Plate, and being ſpecifically lighter, would get to the Top of the Li- 
quor in the Still, and there diffuſe itſelf, while the Reſt of the Liquor would fink 
down, over the Edges of the Plate, and ſupply the Place of the Liquor that had 
aſcended, fo that there would be a conſtant Current in the Liquor, in the Still ; 
the heated Liquor aſcending through the central Hole, and the denſer Liquor 
deſcending by the Sides, and ſweeping along under the Plate, rendering this a 


Kind of double Still; the under one tor generating Steam, the upp-r one for ſup- 


pling Liguor. And I even, ſuppoſed, that a Still of this Kind might be brought 
ſooner to yield Steam, than one without a Plate; for the Liquor under the 


Plate being ſmall in Quantity, would ſoon be heated; and riſing in a Jet, in the 


central Part, would throw off Steam before it could be diffuſed among and cooled 


by the Reſt of the Fluid. 


: Having thus reaſoned concerning the probable Effects of a Plate of this Kind, 


and though I never have, even to this Day, ſeen a Plate of this Kind, I got a 
Drawing made of ſuch a Plate, as I imagined would produce the Effects I have 
mentioned ; and from this Drawing, (vide Fig. 3.) and the Deſcription 1 gave of it, 


Mr, Glen, a Diſtiller near Linlithgow, got à Flat Still, containing ſuch a Plate 


made. The Effect was, that it enabled him, with the ſame Capacity of Still, to do, 
Weekly, Three Sevenths more Work than he had done before; and by this Time, 


Effect of this 


Coatrivance, 


when his Men have got acquainted with the Method of managing the Still, I 


 luppole he is doing more. Theſe Plates are now becoming common,  - - 


Having 
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Another Con» Having aſcertained the Effects of this Plate, I was encouraged to perſevere in 

e bringing to a fair Trial another Method for preventing the Steam from lodging 

++ under the Shoulder of the Still, and for facilitating its free Eſcape ; which Method 

had, for many Years, engaged my Attention. The Firſt Time I went to ſee the 

Di.ittillery of Mr. Millar, a Diſtiller ac Craigend in Stirlingſhire, I found him fitting 

ane Still to work. Of this Still I had correct Drawings made, (vide Figs, 8. 9. 

10.) wich a View not only to fender the Subject of Diſtilling more intelligibſe, 

but that the Committee might have ſome Idea of the Spirit and Ingenuity of the 

Scotch Diſtillers, Figure 8. a. a. a. ſhews the Still repreſented as cut down through 

the Middle. The Flame, after being led round the Bottom of the Still, by Means 

of an interpoſed Brick- work, is carried up through the very Center of the Still in 

the large Pipe b. It is then carried, on the Shoulder of the Still, around the Steam 

Pipe c; and allowed, at laſt, to eſcape by the Chimney d. The Steam Pipe c. 

ſuddenly expands into the Baſon e. on the Top of which is the Sight or Soap- 

hole f. with its Plug g. From this Baſon the Steam riſes through the Pipe h. 

Which in Fig. 9. is marked b. This Pipe expands into the circular Flat Baſon c. 

and from this riſes the Pipe d. which conveys the Steam to the Worm, It was 

judged prudent to try how this Still would work with a moderate Fire, and without 

= the Lid of the Baſon c. or the Pipe d. The Liquor roſe up, boiling with! great 

Its Effet, Noiſe, in the Baſon a. and Pipe h. and was at laſt thrown up with prodigious Vio- 

lence, to a great Height, while every one tried to get out of the Way, as faſt as 
— Eu TS z lH TT 35 


The radical Defects of this very ingeniouſly contrived Still are, 1ſt. That the 

Flame comes up on the Seams, and empty Part of the Still; 2d. That the Steam 

1s carefully confined, beneath the extenſive Shoulder of the Still ; and 3d. That the 

Steam Eſcape-Pipe is too ſmall, and placed in a very improper Situation. This 

led me to call Mr. Millar's Notice to the Principle which had long engroſſed my 

Attention; viz. to give the moſt free and direct Eſcape to the Steam; and after 
mentioning to him that Monſ. Beame had contrived a Still that had many Aper- 

_ tures in the Head, and that he had found that the more of theſe Openings he made 

| New Still, the faſter did the Diſtillation go on, Mr. Millar ſet about. conſtruQting another 
very Flat Scill, on the Principle, of giving Exit to the Steam at as many Points 
in the Shoulder of the Still as poſſible, Fig. 11. is a Bird's Eye View of the 
Apertures in the Shoulder of this Still, before the Pipes be fitted into them, Fig, 12. 

is an Outfide View of the Still, with its external Machinery. Fig. 13. is a per- 

pendicular Section, ſhewing the central Pipe, large below and tapering as it riſcs 
perpendicularly upwards. The lateral Pipes are oblique, truncated Cones, flat- 

= tened at the Sides, as they alcend, to open into the central Pipe. Immediately . 
= above that Part of the central Pipe, where the lateral Pipes enter, the Jet and Froth- 
„ breaking Fly plays, while the Liquor-agitating and Sediment-ſcraping Engine is 
worked, by Machinery, below. The Depth of the Body, as was formerly ſtated, 

| is only 24 Inches at the Center; and at the Sides, the Sole and Shoulder meer at 

Its ſurpriſing an acute Angle. No ſooner was this Still ſet to work than it was evident, that 
Powers, the Principle on which the Shoulder was conſtructed was juſt ; for though the Body 
; and Head held 52 or 53 Gallons only, the Still could work with 22 Gallons of 
Waſh, if the Workmen were careful; but ſtradily and without foul running, for a 
Day together, with 20 Gallons; and the Time between Charge and Charge was 
only Three Minutes at an Average. I have, however, ſeen this Still charged and 
diſcharged 21 Times within the Hour. In a Letter, which I received a few Days 

ago from Mr. Millar, he informs me, that he has made a new Still, of the ſame 
Kind, that contains only 40, Gallons in the Body and 3 in the Head, 43 Gal- 
lons in all; and that the Stüte of working with this Still is as follows : From 
the Commencement of the Charge till the Word is given to let off, 24 Minutes; 
Time of diſcharging, + Minute; making the Time of charging, running, and diſ- 
Charging, 24 Minutes only, which is almoſt 22 Times in an Hour. The Quan- 
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know, is the faſteſt going Still in Scotland; and when I fay Scotland, I believe 


I may ſay the World. I am of Opinion, however, that Steam may be, raiſed from 
Liquor in a Still, yet faſter, The Shoulder of Mr. Millar's Still might be greatly 


improved, if inſtead of having any flat Surface expoſed between the Pipes to the 
Steam, theſe Spaces were made double-inclined Planes, as repreſented in Fig. 10. 
where the-Steam, impinging againſt a ſharp Edge, would be inſtantly directed, with- 
out Impediment, up into ſome one or other of the Pipes, along a ſuddenly-tiſing in- 
clined: Plane; and in Fig. 15. the Committee will ſee a Section of the long 
flat Still, formerly mentioned, which expoſes more Surface both to the Heat and 
Evaporation than any yet in Uſe, and provides, in the moſt compleat Manner I have 
as yet been able to deviſe, againſt the lurking of the Steam under the Shoulder of 
the Still. 1 N ” 5 5 
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The Committee will likewiſe remember, that when ſpeaking concerning the 


Effect of the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere, in preventing Solids from becoming 


Steam, till they paſs through the Range of fluid Temperature, it was ſtated, that 


in proportion as the Preſſure of the Atmoſphere, on the Surface of a boiling Fluid, 
is diminiſhed, the lower will be the Temperature of that Fluid, and of the Steam 


riſing from it, when it does riſe in Steam; but the latent, or form-conftituting 
Hear, in Steam, will be the ſame, whether that Steam be raifed at 32*. or 2127; 
that is, in the open Air or in vacuo, What Advantage then, it has been ſaid, 
can be got by diſtilling in vacuo; if the Steam formed in vacuo, contain as much 

latent Heat as is contained in Steam formed in the open Air? Is it no Advantage, 
that the boiling Point of a Fluid, in the moſt perfect Vacuum that can be formed 
by the Air Pump, is 120? lower than its boiling Point, in the open Air ? Tf Water, 


the boiling Point of which is.212*, in the open Air, can be made to boil in vacuo © 
at 92*, is it not evident, that the Fuel and Time, neceſſary to raiſe its Tempera- 


ture and the Temperature of the Steam that riſes from it, from 92 to 212˙, will 


be ſaved ? or will it be no Advantage, if the Steam be drawn from the Still as 
faſt as it is formed? or that the Accumulation of Heat in the Liquor, by the Com- 
preſſion of Steam, ſhall be rendered impoſſible ? But it may be ſaid, that ſuch a 
perfect Vacuum cannot be formed. I know it. But in ſo far as a Vacuum can 

be formed, will not the Advantages reſulting from it be as ſtated ? But it has been 
laid, that it is impoſſible to make the Joints of a diſtilling Apparatus Air-tight ; or, 
ſuppoſing that could be done, it would be impoſſible, conſidering the Rapidity 


with which Diſtillation is now carried on, to produce the Vacuum, before the 


Temperature of the Liquor would rife ro the &&dinary boiling Point, Both ot 
thele Poſitions only go to prove, that thoſe who bring them forward do not Know 
how to effect, what they thus would ſay cannot be done. There is a Diſtiller, who, 
it permitted and Encouraged, will very ſoop how, that it is both poſſible and bene- 
ficial to diſtil in vacuo, But it may be, nay, has been ſaid, that it would not be 


proper to permit diſtilling in vacuo, That is a very different Queſtion ; and it 


is preſumed, thoſe who bring it forward wil not refuſe to lay before the Com- 


mittee their Reaſons for holding this Opinion. 


Will it injure the Quality of the Spirits? Where are the Proofs that it has ever 


done ſo? or, What is the Probability that it will do ſo? Will diſtilling with a lou 


Heat injure the Spirit produced? or, to make good ardent Spirit, is it neceſſary that 


atmoſpheric Air be admitted freely to its Steam? No,— Will it diminiſh the 


Quantity af Spirit got from the Boll? Does not the Air, which is forced off by 
the riſing. Steam, carry with it a Part of that Steam? Would it diminiſh the 


Product, if that Air were abſtracted, before the Steam began to riſe ? or would it 


be waſte, if all the Steam that frequently blows out at the Nozzle of the Worm, 
were ſaved? or, would it increaſe the Expences of the Manufacture ? If it fave” 
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tity of che Charge of Waſh is 16 Gallons, which is Two Fifths of the whole. Con- 
tent, or 24 Gallons more than One Third full, The Charge of Low Wines is 
24 Gallons ; the Time of diſtilling from 9 to 10 Minutes,” This, in ſo far as 1 
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' lation, add Soap, the Ebullition is violent, and the Still is very apt to run foul, I have 
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Fuel, but above all, if it ſave Time, how can the Expences of the Manufacture 
be increaſed;? But it may be ſaid that it will give a conſiderable temporary Ad- 
vantage to ſome Individuals in the Trade. The Committee will judge of that, 
when they come to conſider whether it be poſſible to prevent the Price of Spirits 
from ſinking too low, or to collect an equal Duty, if the [Trade be not put and 

kept, as much as poſſible, on a Par. At preſent, therefore, I ſnall proceed to ſtate 
the laſt Method that occurs to me, by which the Riſe of Steam, in diſtilling, may be 
iocreaſed; which is, by leading the Steam Pipe, in its Paſſage to the Worm, through 
the Veſſel in which the Waſh or Low Wines of the next Charge is contained. 
But as 1 am informed that ſome Diſtillers, finding that the Heat of the Steam 
raiſed the Temperature of the Waſh up to the boiling Point, fitted a Worm to 
their charging Vat, and thus enjoyed the Benefit of Two Stills, while: they paid 
Duty only for One, I ſhall forbear to fav more of a Practice, which, though it 


f 


we evidently diminiſh the Time and Expence of diſtilling, would be an Inlet 
0 raud. | of 1 1 my : 


only The only other Circumſtance I ſhall mention, with regard to the Generation of 
go i- Steam, is, that Diſtillers find their Stills werk quieily, as they call ic, When they 
-elerztes put a certain Quantity of Soap among their Waſh, in the Still; but if they do not 


been carneſtly ſolicited, by many Diſtillers, to turn my Attention to this Circumn- 
ſtance ; and to help them, if poſſible, to get quit of the Soap altogether, or to 
direct them to ſome cheap and lels nauſeous Subſtitute for Soap. They have been 
_ ______ able to give me very lictle Aſſiſtance in this; for, except knowing from Experience 
that the Still runs foul, without Soap, and that they can charge more when they 
uſe Scap, they have not been able to tell me more. It is obvious, however, that 
there muſt be ſomething preſent, when no Soap is uſed, that czn produce Commo- 
tion in the boiling Fluid, and which Soap is able to prevent or correct. It cannot be 
Heat; for Waſh containing Soap is more denſe, and capable of containing more Heart 
than the ſame Waſh without Soap; it mult therefore be ſomething with which Soap 
can combine or which Soap can deſtroy, It was formerly mentigned, that the Alkali 
of the Soap combines with the Acid of the Waſh, and that the Oil is ſet free, The 
Oil ſwimming on the Surizce of the Waſh may have ſome Effect in reſtraining the Jers 
of Ebullition. I learn, that in the Highlands they ſometimes put Butter into their Waſh 
in the Stills. But, for many Reaſons, I ſuſpect that it is the Acid, in the Waſh, which 
cauſes all the Commation and foul Running, when no Soapis uſed; and that when Soap 
is uſed, this Acid is converted, by the Alka i, into a neutral Salt, that does not riſe in 
Steam. And ha re it will be alſo remembered, that the Spirit got from acid Waſh was 
ſtated to be a Kind of er, more tagrant than ſimple ardent Spirit. I have now to 
add, that this Spirit, while in the S ate of Steam, is more volatile and bulky than the 
Sicam of the ſane Quaatity of ardent Spirit. When therefore no Soap is uſed, 
in ciltiiling Walh, a greater Space, above the boiling Liquor, and beneath the 
Shoulder of the Still, will be occupied by the ætherized Steam, which then riſes, 
than can be occupied by the leſs bulky Steam of ardent Spirit, that riſes from Waſb 


. The Effect of courſe mult be, that the boiling Liquor will be nure forced up into 
the Head or over into the Worm by ætherzed tca n, than by the Steam of ardent 
Sprit. I am induced to think the above Explanauun juit, when 1 refl-&, that 

lite or no Soap 18 uſed in diſtilling Low Wines; # that the leſs Acidity there 

is in Waſh, the more quictly does it diltil; but 1 ain almoſt coavmced, when I 

reflect, that while Mr. Millar wrought with a common. Stil, with one Steam Elcap?2- 

Pipe only, br was doliged co ute as much Soap, at every Charg , as his Neignoours ; 

but now tha” he has prevented the Strain from. accu mulating ſo nuch as formerly, 

under the Shoulder of his Still, by 114ving made many O ulets through which it 

an eſcape, he does, not net d to hui u abuye One Turd of tre Quantity of Suap 

4. wa bs he foug it neceliacy wo ule formerly, And weie thc Elcape of ine Steam more 
tee than it is, and would he increaſe the Capacity of the. Pipes and wy f fe 
i | a1.0Nns, 
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Gallons, I am of Opinion that he could diſtil as faſt, 'as he does now, without any 
Soap at all. I his would indeed increaſe his Entry, and oblige him to pay more 

Tax than he does at preſent; but it ſhould be remembered, that he would pay 

nothing for Soap; which the Committee will, I dare ſay, be ſurprized to learn would 
be a Saving, that would pay more than the Duty on his increaſed Entry. Mr. Stein Rates why 
informs me, that for the Soap uſed at his Two Stills of 1414 Gallons each, he paid laſt 59% fhould 
Fear L. 1, 500. This, I find, was at the Rate of 7 4. per Boll. I am the more anxious e 
to turn the Attention of Diſtillers to this View of the Subject, becauſe, as Was 

formerly ſtated, the Alkali in Soap, by neutralizing the Acid that is in or may be 

put into Waſh, ſeems to be the Cauſe of the Difference between the mild, fragrant, 

Highland Whiſkey, and the harſh-taſted and pungent Lowland Whilkey ; and be- 

cauſe Spirit, as every Diſtiller well Knows, can combine with a certain Proportion 

of Oil, and in reality does combine with a Part of the Oil that is let looſe 

from the Soap, and gets thereby the very Smell and Taſte of Soap. 1am decidedly 

of Opinion they would make better Spirit were they to lay aſide the Uſe of Soap 
JJ 155 J)VVVVVVV 5, 


The Committee have now before them, in fo far as I can ar preſent recollect, 
the moſt material Parts of the Information I can give, with Regard to the Methods 
now in Uſe, or that may be practiſed, to raiſe, in a Still, the greateſt Quantity of 
Steam, from a given Quantity of Walſh, by a given Quantity of Fuel, in a given 
I now proceed to the Third Queſtion, viz. How can a given Quantity of Condentatios . 
Steam be robbed of its Heat, and be thereby converted moſt ſpeedily into a of Steam. 

Liquid, and how can that Liquid be cooled down, moſt ſpeedily, without Loſs by 
Evaporation, to the Temperature of the Atmoſphere? 


Aſter the Steam has been allowed to riſe, for Reafons formerly given, to what is Apparatus, | 
found to be a proper Height, the metallic Pipe in which it is confined is made to ; 
deſcend towards the Refrigeratory ; and there it convolutes ſpirally, turning narrower 
as it deſcends, till it is made to come out and terminate with an open Mouth at the 
inferior Part of the Refrigeratory. It is, from its convoluted Appearance, called the 
Worm. The Refrigeratory, which is a very large barrel-ſhaped wooden Veſſel, 
ſtanding on End, and open above, is filled with cold Water, The Worm, being 
Metal, tranſmits Heat with Facility; the Heat, therefore, that is in the Stram 
which is contained in the Worm, paſſes through the Metal into the. cold Water in 
its Vicinity, which, becoming heated and rarifi-d, riſes up to the Surface, and js al- 

Jowed to run off at the Brim, while a conſtabt Supply of cold Water is ſent ints the 
Refrigeratory below. Tie Steam, then, when it enters the Worm, is robbed in Part 

of its Heat by the Water that ſurrounds the Worm there. As it deſcerids, it comes 
into a Medium that is colder than that which it left, till at laſt it is not only robbed 
of its latent or form-conſtituting Hear, and converted into a Liquid, bat that Li- 
quid is robbed of its ſenſibte Heat, and is, when it runs from the Nozzle of the 
Worm, almoſt of the Temperature of the Atmoſphere. „„ 


It is found, that if the Coils of the Worm be too far removed from one another, 
the Liquid, formed by the cooled or condenſed Steam, as it is improperly called, 
runs off before it be ſufficiently cooled 5 and much bf it combines with th? Air, 
and flies off by what is called ſpontantous Evaporation, On tlie other Hand if 
the Coils of the Worm be too ntar ode to another, br which more ffetſ ac 
happens, if any Part of the Worm be lower than the Part immediately beyond it, 
nd nearer the Nozle, then the diſtilling Spirit lodges there; or, WI ch is worle, 
the Waſh, when the Still happens to run foul, lodges there; and becomes à Source 

of Pollution to the Spirits that follow, till it be gradually and compleitly waſhed 
away, The Committee will ſee that the Area of # Worm muſt be o large as td 
allow Room for the Steam. But they will alſo obſerve that the leſs the * the 


* 4 + 


ot „„ „„ «4 „ „6 


2 . P 
P. . ER IRC TT IO 


$6", <__ — . 
Nom AAA 


In 
| 
þ 
[ 
3 
, 
1. 
| 


# 


* * 5 % 
# 15 


5 # O * 
4 0 a 0 
1 - # 4k 17 \ 
: 3 8 Y : F is * * Oz * 2 
4 WK N F = e 85 
0 * - ; 
* 5 „ "0# e gt N , ** 3 
1 2 A * 0 9 : NEWS Saf 
" "- a : „ 
. OTA HI . ＋ F * ; Ss 
WE: x * 4A 46 Fe x . - * 
* 2 N * N N F 4 
1 . = « 4 * 7 x 
250 5 wn FW » ; 
3 4 R 3 
* 
* 


5 s 
YL PU z * ; I = N #'Y FP oo * 
; 9 5 . * © : F , * 5 I * 5 A 
Wo 7 is HS F Fs * y | 8. K.. The f Fr 4 
I * : 85 5 


Worm, the greater will be the Surface, which, in proportion to the Quantity of 
Steam contained, it will expoſe to the Water. 4 Worm may be made ſo large, 

that the central Particles of Steam, in it, ſhall be beyond the Reach of the cooling 

Power. This has led ſome Diſtillers to make their Steam Pipe divide and form 

Tao Worms, while others have flattened their large Worms, and thereby diminiſhed 

©. ... their Capacity, while pa Cuba Fg their Surface. A flat Worm is weaker than 

Ohe that is cy lindric; a though the Thickneſs of the Metal in both may be the 

ſame; and is, on that account, more apt to have its Sides ſquieezed together by the 

Preſſure without, when the Steam, in the Still, is ſuddenly condenſed by the cold 

Charge, This happens when the Plug in the Soap Hole is not taken out, to 

allow Air to enter when the Charge is admitted. The Steam in the Still being 

ſuddenly condenſed by the Charge, a partial Vacuum is formed in the Still, and 

Heſote the Air can ruſh up through the Worm, to reſtore the Equilibrium, the Sides 

both of the Worm, if flat, nay ſometimes though cylindrical, as alſo of the Still are 

preſſed in. A flat Worm and Still, however, can be made ſo as to allow a Vacuum, 
to be formed within them, and yet retain their Shape. When more than One 

Worm is uſed, if Care be not taken to make them of an equal Length, and to place 

them in ſimilar Circumſtances with regard to the cooling Medium, the Spirit begins 

to appear ſooner at the Nozzle of the one Worm than of the other. I have lately 

ſeen a Still with a double Worm, in which it ee e by one Worm, 
that all the Spirit had riſen from the Still, One Fourth of a Minute ſooner than 

Information was given of this by the other. Whoever therefore uſes a double or 

triple, &c. Worm, ſhould either make them all to iſſue from the Refrigeratory, 

and terminate ſeparately, or if he do make them unite and form One Tube, before 


| I 


«+ their Termination, he ſhould have ſmall Tubes with Stop-cocks from each, by which 
he may, at pleaſure, aſcertain the State of Diſtillation in them all. ED 
| 7 3-45 3 1 5 5 1 „„ eb oy . 5 3 8 5 8 Fs : ; : : i | 

The Committee will alſo perceive that every Worm muſt be of a conſiderable. 
Length. It is not only neceſſary that the Steam be contained in the Worm, till 
311 


it be robbed of its Heat, and converted into Spirit; but that Spirit, as it is running 
along the Worm, muft have Time to be cooled alſo. They will from theſe Facts 
underſtand, that if any Diſtiller be ſo unfortunately ſituated, that he cannot have a 
large and conſtant Supply of Water, as is the Caſe at Lochrin, the Worm muſt 
be both large and long; whereas, if the Diſtiller can lead a Rivuler into his Refri- 
geratory, as can be done at Kilbagie, the Steam will be ſpeedily condenſed, high up 
in the Worm, which of courſe may be leſs in diameter, and the Spirit will be cooled 
before it has run far, ſo that the Worm may be ſhort ; and they will be able to 
judge how far it would be juſt or equitable, to lay the Duty on the Worm, as well 
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i4 as on the Still; for they will ſee, that while one Diſtiller may be able to work 
by with a Worm of 100 Gallons Capacity, another, with a ſimilar Still, will require a 


Defe& in the But there is another Circumſtance which merits more Attention than I find has 
Apparatus. been given to it. Steam is ſpecifically lighter than armoſpheric Air. It endeavours 
to aſcend; but as Worms are conſtructed it is forced to deſcend. The Effect is, 

that inſtead of flying off, as it is allowed to do in the open Air, it ſtruggles to 

retain its place, high up in the Steam Pipe and Worm, and by the Reſiſtance which 

it gives to the Aſcent of the next formed Steam, increaſes the Preſſure on the Surface 

of the boiling Liquor, the Effects of which have. been ſtated already. I would 

therefore ſubaut it to the Conſideration of Diſtillers, whether it would not be proper 

to lead off their Steam from the Still Head horizontally, and while they formed their 

Pipe ſo that its under Side ſhould be a gradually deſcending incline Plane, its upper 

- Side ſhould be a dead Level, This would make the Tube encreaſe in Capacity, as 

it receded from the Still; but it is not neceſſary that it ſhould continue to be cylin- 

”  erical, Its Sides ſhould be flattened, by which its Capacity would be diminiſhed, 
in proportion as ic recedes from the Still, And alter it, has) get 40 ar, as tis 
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found From Experience that the Steam eiten, the Remainder of; it, in which the Ng 
Spirit only is to be cooled, may be an ordinary but ſmall Worm. — 


It has been propoſed to adapt a Steam Engine to a Still. There is no Difficulty i in 

effecting this; nay, it may be ſaid to be already accompliſhed, for Mr. Cartwright's | 
Steam Engine is a Still and Steam Engine conjoined ; and it may be alſo obſerved, Steam Engine 
that a Steam Engine fitted to a Scotch faſt-going Still, would have great Power; for 4 Sill 
the Quantity of Steam that riſes from theſe Stills in a given Time, is prodigious, 

There can be no Doubt that ſuch an Engine could grind the Malt, turn the Maſh- 

ſtirring Machine, work the Pumps, &c. and it is, I think, likewiſe obvious, that 

under Survey it would aid the Exciſe in detecting Frauds; for it would ſhew 

when the Still was at Work. But however convenient and economical ſuch a Steam 

Engine Sill might be in England, where the Diſtiller may work when and how he 

pleaſes, it never can be profitably uſed in Scotland, where the Diſtiller works againſt 

Time. For as the Steam would be pent up in the Still, during the Half of the Time 

the Beam of the Engine makes a Stroke, the Diſtiller would loſe that Time; be- Caveat, 
| ſides, as the Heat accumulates in the Waſh, when the Steam is not allowed to eſcape, , 
it is to be feared, that the Sediment would: be frequently ſinged, and that of pr 


the Spirit produced would be tainted with Empyreuma. 4 
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It has been ſaid that Copper Worms are harmleſs ; for Verdigris is not ng Copper _ 
oh Copper heated by Steam. Verdigris cannot be formed except the Copper es PO 
be moiſt and in contact with Atmoſpheric Air. It is the Oxygene of the Air that 

combines with the Copper, and forms the Verdigris, which is an Oxid of Copper; 

but if a Worm can be kept full of Steam, no Air can get into Contact with the 

Copper, and of courſe no Verdigris can be formed. But is this the Caſe? Does 

not the Air ruſh vp the Worm, every Time a partial Vacuum is formed, by the 
Condenſation of the Steam in the Still, by the new Charge; and is not this Air 

ſeen coming off in Guſts, before the Steam that riſes from that Charge? But I 

would place this Matter in a ſtronger Point of View. It is allowed by all, that 

Verdigris forms on Copper that is moiſt and cold. Now is not all that Part 

of the Worm, through which the Spirit has to paſs, not only moiſt but (elpecially | 

near the Nozzle of the Worm) cold. And I would here refer to the Evidence that 

was given by the Exciſe Officers, and by the Diſtillers themſel ves, laſt Year, which - 

proved that this Verdigris is, in reality, formed there, for they have found that it 

ſmeared the Cloth, Green, with which they wiped the Nozzle of their Worms. Appe. Dit. 
Verdigris is a Poiſon ; but whether it ever be diſſolved in ſuch ne in e "op 5 1 
diſtilled 1 in Copper Worms, as to be yery deleterious, I cannot ſay. OT 4 | 


4 0067 tobe at 


| © Ir has alſo been ſaid that Copper Worms tranſmit Heat faſter than Worms made Tin Worms, 
of Block Tin. I am not prepared to ſpeak on that Point. They can be made 
thinner than Tin Worms; for Tin is a ſofter Metal ; but I very much doubt 
whether a Tin Worm would not condenſe Steam as faſt as a Copper Worm' of 
equal Thickneſs, - At any rate I think the Difference would be ſo tas: as not to 
warrant the Uſe of ſuch a dangerous Metal. 


It has alſo been ſaid that Copper Worms are cheaper, and endure n more Fatigue, and Apps Diſt, 
laſt longer than Tin Worms, That I perfectly underſtand ; but the Committee will way : 2 
judge whether this Circumſtance, which is an Advantage er doubt to the Diſ- 
tiller, can counterbalance the Danger the Public runs of Wag n by the Verdi- 
gris ſuch Worms may produſe. | 


There is ſcarcely any Poiſon more virulent than Sugar of Lead, which is a Com- Lead Vea. 
py of Vinegar and Lead. Accidents happen frequently from the Uſe of leaden 
eſſels, in which any Thing containing Vinegar is kept. It has been ſhewn, that. 
even the moſt carefully fermented Waſh contains Vinegar, | T he Des therefore Na 


any "un Utenſil about a Diſtillery is dangerous, pg aer pore geen . 
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en,; 
Wh; 
Occaſional 
Cauſe of Im · 
purity in 
Spirits. 


Cale of Em- 


pyreuma. 


Moſt frequent 
in deep Stills. 


4 | 


| Waſh in the Still, as will cover the upper Surface of the Bottom compleatly ; for 


ec are muddy, run from this Still as pure as from any Still that works 


Conſtant 
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accumulated to ſuch a Degree as to produce this Effect on the Waſh? I have no 


to be impure, from accidental Jets of foul Running, than the Spirits made in Stills 
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Block Tin and Iron may be uſed, for they, though taken in conſiderable Quanti- 
ties into the Stomach, are harmleſs, And now that we are ſpeaking of the Cauſes 
that affect the Quality of the Spirit we may take up the 4th Queſtion propoſed, viz. 
4th. Whether is the Spirit produced by rapid or by flow Diſtillation the moſt 
pure and wholeſome ? YON ED 3535353 | 
From what was ſtated formerly concerning the Heat in Fluids, boiling in the 
open Air, the Committee will underſtand how impoſſible it is to raiſe the Tempera- 
ture, either of the boiling Liquor, or of the Steam, above a certain Degree; but 
that it may be accumulated in both ſo much, if the Steam begnor allowed to eſcap-, 
that the Sediment will be decompoſed, its Gaſſes let looſe, and new Combina- 
tions formed; the Reſult of one of which is the Appearance of a fœtid heavy 
Oil, which has been called Empyreumatic Oil. The Queſtion then comes to be, 
Is the Steam, during rapid Diſtillation, ever ſo much confined, that the Hear is 


Heſitation in ſaying, tliat it is not. This is a Fact, that can be aſcertained by 
the Thermometer, ,even when the Still is running foul ; at which Time the Steam 
is pent up, and preſſes moſt on the Surface of the Liquor, the Heat of the Waſh is 
but a few Degrees above the boiling Point ; but Empyreumatic Oil does nor appear 
till the Heat be ſo great as to burn the Sediment. To what then can the Empyreu- 
matic Smell and Taſte, which ſometimes is obſervable in Spirits, be owing ? It is 
becauſe the Sediment 1s ſometimes allowed to adhere to the Bottom and Sides of the 
Still, or becauſe the Bottom of the Still is by ſome Diſtillers left bare, and becomes 
almoſt red hag, during the Interval between the Charge and Diſcharge; and be- 
cauſe the Flame, in ſome Furnaces, 1s allowed to come up on the Still, above the 
Level of the boiled-down Waſh. In all theſe Caſes, the Sediment may, and often 
is burnt, and Empyreumatic Oil may be, and is formed. But the Committee 
muſt be convinced, that the Adheſion of the Sediment is more likely to happen 
in Stills that uſe no Engine, for agitating the Liquor and ſcraping the Bottom of 
the Stills, than in thoſe fitted up with ſuch Engines, and to the Bottoms only of 
which the Flame is applied. Now the Highland and flow-working Lowland Stills 
are of the firſt Kind, and the faſt-working Stills are of the Second. And as for 
allowing the Bottom to be, at any Time, uncovered with Waſh, Diſtillers are 
becoming Daily more and more ſenſible of the Impropriety of raiſing the Center 
of the Bottom of the Still too high, and of the Propriety of leaving as much ſpent 


to a Diſtiiler, Who works faſt, the burning of a Still is a ſerious Loſs. And I can 
ſay, that the Spirit made by Mr. Millar's Still, which works faſter than any in the 


Trade, is free from Empyrcumatic Taint. 


The Committee will alſo be able to judge, from the Facts that have been ſtated, 
whether the Spirits, made by ſuch a Still as that of Mr, Millar, be more likely 


that do not give ſuch a free Exit to the Steam. The Truth is, it is lefs ſo with this 
Still than with any other at preſent in uſe ; and the Low Wines, which at many 


And here it is neceſſary” that I ſtate to the Committee the following Ci-cum- 
ſtances, which will perhaps throw ſome light on this Subject. There is an Oil in 
Malt and Raw Gram, very different from that which can be made to riſe from the 
Sediment of the Waſh by burning. This Oil, which is different in different Kinds 
of Plants, has been called Eſſential Oil, becauſe the Virtues of the Plant depend in 
a great Meaſure on it. All Waſh, whether made from Malt or Raw Grain, con- 
tains a Quantity of this Oil, and ardent Spirit can hold à certain * it in 

wh 6d #8 . N Solution. 
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Solution. In order to procure. Whiſkey, from Malt, as free as poſſible from this 
efſ-ntial Oil, the Diſtiller muſt either extract this Oil from the Malt, before diſ- 
tilling, or he muſt diſtil ſo that the Spirit ſhall bring over with it as little of this 


The Attention of. Diſtillers, in ſo far as I know, has never been turned to the 
Extraction of the eſſential Oil from Malt, previous to Ciſtilling; yet the following 
Fact, which lately came to my Knowledge, is worthy of Notice, The Meſſrs. 
Falls, who carried on the Buſineſs of Malting, at Dunbar, to a great Extent, 
found that the Malt they made, at one of their Barns, always brought a better Price 
at the London Mark@, than the Malt they made at their other Barns. The only 
Circumſtance, as I am informed, that could create any Difference, was, that the 
Steep Water uſed at this Barn was brackiſh, for the Tide made up into the Well. 
am not prepared to ſay what Power Salt Water has to extract eſſential Oil from 


Malt; but it extracts the Oil from Olives ; nor can I ſay what Effect the Salt, that mares | 


would remain in this Malt after .it was kila-dried, would have in checking 
Aceſſency, &c. The Engliſh Diſtillers add Salt to their fermenting Worts.  Diſ- 
tillers in general, and the Scotch Diſtillers in particular, would do well to turn 

their Attention to this Point, and try to deprive their Malt of Oil. 555 


There is another Circumſtance which materially affects both the Quality and 
Quantity of the Spirit. The ſtronger the Waſh, the more oily and the leſs the 
Quantity of the Spirit got from the Boll. That more Spirit is got, if the Waſh be 
diluted, 18 known, and, I believe, acknowledged by all Diſtillers ; but that Spirit con- 
tains leſs Oil, if diſtilled from weak than from ſtrong Waſh, though known to many, 
requires Illuſtration, As ardent Spirit can and does combine with the eſſential Oil 
in Waſh, the more Spirit that is in a given Quantity of Waſh, containing the uſual 
Quantity of eſſential Oil, the greater is the Quantity of Oil that Spirit can com- 
bine with, and hold in Solution while in the State of Steam, imperceptible by che 
Eye but ſenſible to the Taſte and Smell, when condenſed into Whiſkey. The 
more Water there is in Waſh, containing the uſual Quantity of eſſential Oil, the 
leſs Oil can be held in Solution by the Spirit; and in the Agitation of boiling, the 
leſs of the uncombined floating Oil can come in contact with the Spirit riſing in 


Steam. Therefore, as is proved by Experience, Spirit diſtilled from weak Waſh 


contains leſs eſſential Oil, than Spirit diſtilled from ſtrong Waſh, which laſt Kind 
of Spirit, to ſpeak in the Language of ReRifiers, is difficult to clean, and can only 
be cleaned by repeated Diſtillations, after being diluted with Water, or after the 
Addition of ſuch a Quantity of Alkali as can not only neutralize any Acid that 
may be in the Spirit, but combine with the Oil and form a Soap, which neutral Salt, 
Soap, and Alkali (if there be any uncombined) do not riſe in Steam with an ordi- 
nary diſtiling Heat, but allow the Spirit to eſcape more pure. Waſhing the oily 
Spirit diſtilled from ſtrong Waſh, or diluting it with Water previous to Rectifica- 
tion, is preferable to the Addition of Alkali; for Alkali is ſoluble to a certain De- 
gree in Spirit, and gives it a Govit, The above Remarks on ſtrong and weak 
Waſh, are confirmed by the Evidence given laſt Year by the Engliſh Diſtillers, 
and by the Report of Mr, Delamie given this Year, as alſo by the Account given 
by Mr. Cookeens, of the weak Waſh uſed by the Dutch in making fine Gin, 


It might naturally be expected, that as it is the Intereſt of the Engliſh Diſtillers 
to uſe ſtrong Waſh, becauſe the Duty is laid on the Gallon of Walſh, it would be 
the Intereſt of the Scotch Diſtillers, who work againſt Time, to uſe weak Waſh 
alſo ; becauſe the more diluted the Waſh, the greater its Quantity, and of courſe 
the longer muſt be the Time of diftilling that Quantity; but the Scotch rapid 
Diſtillers uſe weak Waſh ; not only Denies it yields them a cleaner and more pure 
Spirit, but becauſe ſtrong Waſh cannot be diſtilled faſt without Riſk of Em- 


Pyreuma,, And for this Reaſon thry now diſtil the pure Part only fo 
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Wash; whereas, formerly, they uſed to diſtil the Sediment alſo, which contains 


much Oil, Yeaſt, &c, 


The Committee, therefore, will ſee, that the Purity of Spirits depends, ver 
much, on the Purity of the Waſh. If the Waſh be made from Raw Grain, it 
will contain more eſſential Oil, than if it had been made from Malt, from which 
a Portion of the Oil had been extracted by the Steep Water; and if the Water 
uſed be brackiſh, or contain any chemical Agent that can aid it to extract more of 
the Oil, ſo much the more pure, it is probable, will the Worts be. It will alſo bs 
evident, that the more Water and the leſs Sediment, contained in the Waſh, the 
purer will the Spirit produced be. _—_— 


But it is ſaid, that the Oil in Waſh riſes more readily, and combines more inti- 


neceſſity injure mately with the Spirit, when the Diſtillation is carried on rapidly than ſlowly, It 


the 8p ils. 


* 


has already been thewn, that there is leſs Riſk of burning the Sediment in the im- 


proved modern faſt working Stills, than there was in the old flow working Stills; 


and Experience has ſhewn that Empyreuma is now a rare Occurrence, at well regu- 
Jated faſt working Diſtilleries. It remains then that we enquire what Reaſon there 
is to believe, that more of the eſſential Oil will be combined with Spirit diſtilled 


rapidly, than wich Spirit diſtilled lowly. 


It has been already ſtated, that the Heat of boiling Water in the open Air, 


<annot be raiſed above 212%. It was formerly ſtated, that when the Heat had been 
accumulated in the Water, in Papin's Digeſter, far above 2125 the Temperature of 
the Water and Steam immediately ſunk down to 2125, when the Stop Cock was 
opened, and the Steam allowed to eſcape. The ſame is the Caſe in diſtilling. 
So long as the Steam is freely allowed to eſcape as faſt as it is generated, the 
Heat of the Waſh cannot be raifed above the boiling Point ; but if the Steam be 


3 faſter than it can get away from the Still, the Heat in the Waſh riſes a 


ſew Degrees above the boiling Point. The Queſtion then is, does the Eſcape of 


Steam keep pace more equally with its Generation, in flow than in rapid Diſtilla- 
tion? Were I to ſpeak from what I have ſeen, I would ſay, that as Things are 
now carried on, the Heat accumulates leſs frequently in rapid than in flow Diſtil- 
lation. The Committee will ſee, from what has been ſtated concerning the Im- 
provements made and making in Stills, that foul running very ſoon will be, as 


indeed it is, at ſome Works already a very rare Occurrence. I may, I think, venture 
to ſay, that in a very ſhort Time, it will be impoſſible to make a Still run foul, if 


the Still be wrought fair. This however never can be the Caſe with an Apparatus 
with which the Drftiller cannot, if he wiſh it, work faſt, The Committee will 
judge whether, therefore, there is a greater Probability that the Hear, in Waſh, will 
be more frequently raiſed above the boiling Point with the modern Apparatus, which 
puts it in a great Meaſure out of the Diſtiller's Power to accumulate the Heat in 
his Waſh, or with the old faſhioned Apparatus, which allows the Heat to accu- 
mulate, whenever from Careleſsneſs or Defign the Fire is urged, © : 


* Aſſuming it then as a Fact, known and eſtabliſhed, that in a properly conſtrued 
Still, the Temperature of the Waſh and Steam is ſeldom much above the ' boiling 
Point, it is difficult to ſee how more Oil can be in Spirits diſtilled rapidly than 
Nowly. Ardent Spirit, whether diſtilled faſt or flow, can hold a certain Quantity 
of eſſential Oil in Solution. The Spirit which riſes firſt from Waſh, contains not 
only that Quantity of Oil Steam with which it is chemically combined, but a con- 
ſiderable Quantity that has riſen along with it, and with which it is not united, but 


merely mixed, forming a whitiſh opaque Fluid. This Spirit, ſuperſaturated with 


eſſential Oil that comes over firſt, is called Foreſhot, and it comes over, whether 
the Diſtillation be rapid or ſlow ; but no ſooner has the moſt volatile Part of 


chis uncombined Oil riſen from the Waſh, than the Spirit comes over tranſpa- 


rent, 
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reut, holding in Solution only as much eſſential Oil as it can diffolve. This is 
called the Middle Runnings. After the greateſt Part of the Spirit has riſen, the 
Water of the Walſh begins to riſe in Steam; but Water and Oil do not combine, 
and Water has a greater Attraction for ardent Spirit, than Spirit has for Oil. The 


A BENE WY = ui 


Spirit and Water therefore, towards the End of the Diſtillation, unite, while the 
Oil, thrown out of chemical Combination, appears mixed, but not combined with _ 
the Spirit and Water, or Faints, as what comes over laſt is called; Faints differ 
from Foreſhot in this, that the one is ſtrong Spirit and much uncombined Oil, the 


other is Spirit and Water with a little uncombined Oil, 


What has been thus got, by Diſtillation, from Waſh is called Low Wines. 1 
have always thought the Middle Runnings, from Waſh or Low) Wines, ſhould be 
kept apart from the Foreſhot and Faints, and rectifiæd apart by the Addition of 
Alkali or Water; but this is ſeldom done; the Diſtiller ſeldom thinks of ſeparating 
the Oil till the Second Diſtillation, which may be called Rectification. 35 


During the Second Diſtillation, the Diſtillation of the Low Wines, or the 
Doubling as it is called, the Diſtiller turns all his Attention to keep the middle 
Runnings apart, for he receives the oily Foreſhot (eaſily diſtinguiſhable by its 
Muddineſs and Opacity) in one Veſſel, Whenever he ſees the Spirit come tranſ- 
rent and clear, he removes the Foreſhot Veſſel, and places another under the 
Neri of the Worm; and as for the Faints, they are either received into a Third 
Veſſel, or, as they contain little Spirit, they are allowed to run away. At ſome 
Works they have a Veſſel divided into Three Compartments, each open above 
and ending in a Funnel below. This Veſſel is placed below the Nozzle of the 


ReAification, 


Worm. In the Waſte Tub, immediately below this Veſſel, there are Three Funnel 


mouthed Pipes, one for receiving Foreſhot, another for pure Spirit, and a Third for 
Faints. All, therefore, that the Watchman has to do, is, to puſh, this Veſſel a little 
either to one Hand or to the other, and he inſtantly brings beneath the Nozzle of the 
Worm, the Compartment that directs through its proper Pipe the Liquor that may, 
at the Time, be diſtilling; ſo that if the Workmen do their Duty, the Middle 
Runnings, or Spirit for Sale, contains no empyreumatic Oil, and only that Quantity 


of eſſential Oil, that Whiſkey, whether diſtilled faſt or ſlow, always contains, if 


made from pure and diluted Waſh, | _ 


' Believing then as I do, that the Quality of the Spirit is not neceſſarily 
affected by the Rapidity of the Diſtillation ; and having already given an Account 


of the Celerity with which the Scotch Diſtillers work; it remains that I ſtate the 


Quantity of Malt or Barley they can, at preſent, diſtil per Gallon of Still, Daily: 
And then, the preſent Power of the Still will be ſeen. Mr. Stein, With an Entry of 
1414 Gallons, diſtilled, at Canon Mills, during Two Months laſt Winter, 2227 
Quarters of Malt, and 661 Quarters of Barley. This, reduced to Linlithgow 
Bolls, and excluding Sundays, was at the Rate of Two Firlots and Two 
_ Lippies, Daily, or Three Buſhels, One Gallon, and Two Quarts, for every Gallon 
of Still. Mr, Glen, ſome Time ago, informed me, that wih his new Plate- 
Still, which was 50 Gallons in Capacity, he was diſtilling. 190 Bolls in the 
Weck, which is at the Rate of Two Firlots Two Pecks Halt a Lippie 
and One-Thirtieth of a Lippie, or Three Buſhels Three Pecks One Quart and 
TThree-fifths, Daily, per Gallon of Still. And Mr. Millar, whoſe preſent Entry 
is 43 Gallons, in a Letter dated the 18th of April laſt, ſays, “ It it were not 
for Interruptions, ſuch as © the Furnace. and Chimney giving way, I do think 
* we would do nearly 40 Bolls per Day.” I have ſuch an Opinion of 


Power of the 
Still, 


Mr. Millar's Ingenuity, that I am convinced he is diltilling regularly 40 Bolls 


a Day now. And I am alſo convinced, that with the Alterations, formerly 
propoſed on his Still, he will be able to. diſtil 43 Bolls per Day, or One 
Boll per Gallon of Still. And I look upon a Boll or Six Buſhels per Gallon, 
of Still, Daily, as the Rate of working that, in future, will be common. What 


mote may be afterwards done, when the Attention of Diſtillers is turned to 
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the Improvements. that have been mentioned, and others that may occur, in 
their condenſing Apparatus, or by diſtilling in vacuo, I cannot fay, But at pre- 
ſent 1 think 1 may take the Power of the Still at 40 Bolls diſtilled Daily, by a 
Still of 43 Gallons, which is Three Firlots Two Pecks Three Lippies Twenty 
three Forty-thirds of a Lippie, Daily, for each Gallon of Still. And' ſuppoſing 
that a Diſtiller works 300 Days only in the Year, the Number of Bolls that can 
be diſtilled by every Gallon of Still is, Annually, 279 Bolls One Peck Twenty 
Forty-thirds, or 209 Quarters Two Buſhels One Peck One Gallon One Quart and 
Seventeen Four-Thirds. 5 g | | 


This being the preſent Power of the Still, or the Number of Bolls which a Gal- 
Jon of Still can diſtill Daily, or in a Year, we come next to enquire into the Quan- 
tum of Whiſkey got from the Boll. 701 as] 13905 | 


It appeared in Evidence before the Committee laſt Year, that Nine Gallons of 
. Spirits, 1 to 10 O. P. was the Average Quantity got from the Boll or Six Buſhels of 
| Malt; and that 11 Gallons, 1 to 10 O. P. was the Average Quantity got 
from Raw or Unmalted Grain. Some Diſtillers ſtated the Produce of Raw Grain 
to be more. The Product from about Three Fourths Malt and One Fourth 
Barley, appears, from Mr. Stein's Account, to be at Canon Mills 12 Gallons, 
1 to 10 U. P. or Nine Gallons Two Quarts er O. P. The Produce, at 
Lochrin, from a ſimilar Mixture, appears to be nearly the ſame. The written 
Statements given me by the other Diſtillers of Malt and Barley, do not fhew a 
a Product equal to this. And none of the Diſtillers of pure Malt will allow that 
they get more than 11 Gallons, 1 to 10 U. P. or 9 Gallons, 1 to 10 O. P. from 
the Boll. This is much leſs than I was led by many to believe could be got from 
the Boll. It is conſiderably Jeſs than uſed to be got formerly in Scotland, when 
diſtilling was leſs underſtood ; and ic is much Jeſs than is got from the Boll in Eng- 
land, and greatly leſs than what is got on the Continent, But as J have to regret 
that I have not had it in my Power to aſcertain what Quantity of Spirit a Boll of 

different Kinds of Malt can yield, I muſt adhere in my Calculations to the Informa- 

tion I have received, though the Revenue may ſuffer, . 5 


Average Num- I ſhall therefore take the Quantum of Produce to be as the Diſtillers themſelves 
der of Galions ſtate it, viz. 9 Gallons 1 to 10 O. P. or 11 Gallons 1 to 10 U. P. from Malt, and 
we Bull, 94 r Gallons 1 to 10 O. P. or 12 Gallons 1 to 10 U. P. from Three 

*ourths Malt, and One Fourth Barley, and ſo in n if the Proportions of 
Raw Grain be varied up to Three Fourths, which is ſuppoſed to be the greateſt 


Quantity of Raw Grain that can with Advantage be uſed, _ 


From Mr. Stein's written Statement, it appears, that with a Still of 141% 
(Gallons, he diſtilled in 52 Days 2,227 Quarters of Malt, and 661 Quarters 
of Barley, and got as above, 91 rer Gallons 1 to 10 O. P. from each Linlithgow 
Boll of that Malt and Grain, Diſcounting Sundays, and allowing 13 Days in the 

Year for Interruptions, it appears that 17,238 Linlithgowſhire Bolls of Malt, and 

5,116 Bolls of Barley arc, or may be diſtilled at that Work, in a Year of 300 Days 

of uninterrupted working; which at 94 rr Gallons 1 to 10 O. P. per Boll, 
would yield 215,008 Gallons of Whiſkey, The Licence Duty of /. 54. per Gallon 
of Still, which he at preſent pays, is on every Gallon of Spirits, ſomewhat more than 

d. To which if the Survey Duty of 18s. per Gallon on the Spirits diftilled, 
be added, the Duty which he is paying appears to be about 1s. 85:4, Were there- 
fore a Licence Duty to be laid on his Still, equal to this Licence and Survey Duty 
on the Gallon of Spirits he diſtils, it ought to be £.429. 195. 6d. on every Gallon 
of that Still. This would make his Licence Duty for 1412 Gallons of Still 
_ £+18,391- 94. 3d. per Annum, at which Rate he is paying at preſent, | 


It was however admitted by thoſe Diſtillers who gave Evidence before the 
Committee laſt Year, that Whiſkey in Scotland had borne, and ſtill could bear a 
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Duty of 25. per Gallon. If a Duty be laid on the Gallon of the Still equal to 
25. on the Gallon of the Produce, that Duty, according to Mr. Stein's Rate of 
working, would be £.152. 6s. 19.; and were 174. more per Gallon of Produce. 
4 be added, the Licence Duty on the Gallon of Still would be J. 161. 16s. 1 4., 
or 3s. 11 4. leſs than C. 162, which is Triple Duty. 4 =” 


But Mr. Millar with a Still of 43 Gallons diſtils 40 Bolls daily, or 12,000 Bolls 
in a Year of 300 Days; and if it be ſuppoſed that, as he diſtils Malt, he gets only 
Gallons 1 to 10 O. P. from the Boll, then the Number of Gallons got Tearl7 

is 103,000, which reduces his preſent Licence Duty to 5 4. per Gallon of Produce ; 
to which if a Survey Duty of 15. per Gallon be added, his preſent Licence and 

Survey Duty amouar to £.177. 18s. 7 id. per Gallon of Still. But were he to Pay Rate of Duty 
a Licence Duty for every Gallon of Still equal to 23. on every Gallon of Produce, mou in the; 
that Licence Duty would be £.251. 3s. 34. And if he, or any Diſtiller who works pay s 1 9 
equally faſt, diſtil a Mixture of One Fourth Raw Grain and Three Fourths Malt, 
and get as at Canon Mills and Lochrin 94 Ferre Gallons 1 to 10 O. P. from the 

Boll; then the Duty on the Gallon of Still to be equal to 25. per Gallon of Pro- 

duce muſt be J. 265. 25. 4d. or C. 4. 17 f. 8 d. leſs than Five Times the preſent 
Licence Duty. 5 N 


In theſe Calculations it has been ſuppoſed, that the Diſtiller can afford to pay a If che 8ale 
Licence Duty, for each Gallon of Still equal to 25. on every Gallon of Spirits he * e 
diſtils. Is it however true, that he can afford to pay a Duty of 25, 2 every Ee 
Gallon of Produce ? Under the Syſtem of Survey, the Duty paid was 25s, 1 d. for 
every Gallon diſtilled ; but it is in Evidence, that this 23. 14. Duty was not paid 
for more than One Eighth Part of what was diſtilled, ſo that while the nominal Duty 
| was 25. 14, the real Duty was leſs than 34d. From this we learn nothing con- 


cerning what the Diſtiller could afford to pay. The Diſtillers, laſt Year, in their 


Evidence, allowed, that if the Sale Price of Whifkey be 6s. per Gallon, 1 to Appx. Dit. 
10 O. P. the Diſtiller can with Difficulty pay a Duty of 25. per Gallon; for N. 755. 

fays Mr. Montgomerie, Taking the Average Price of Barley for the laſt T7 ?: 
« Ten Years to be 19s. and Malt 24s. per Boll, and the Average Produce of 

e Spirits 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, Nine Gallons per Boll from Malt, and 

'* Ten'Gallons from Malt and Barley, of equal Quantities, the Queſtion is an- 

« ſwered thus: To Nine Gallons Malt Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hy- „„ 


'« drometer Proof, at 6... „([. 2 14 — 
e , en => om DS 
| | C 5 £ I's . - . 
5 =” Cr 3 
One Boll of Mal.. l 4.— 
% Duty 25. per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer  _ _ 
//) (( 
Charges gs. per Boll - - - - - - — g — | 
” — — 2 11] — 


« Profit per Boll on Malt Spirits . 1 “. — 4 5 


To 10 Gallons of Spirits Malt and Raw Grain, equal Quantities, at 
81. gd. per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof - - „. 2'a6 8 
Value of Grams % d hs $758 


5 ein 8 2 
by Half Boll of Malt - at 245 = = L. — 12 — 
Half Boll of Barley - - - atig9s., - - — 9 6 
% Duty as above - - - - - — 15 — 
: | 0 | : oy | | | p — 5 rm 1 5 6 
© «© Profit per Boll upon Raw Grain Spirits - « - 4. — 9 8 


Puty, leaving him the ſmalleſt Profit. 
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&« In both Statements it -would appear that Spirits cannot be manufactured 
© under. 34. to 38. 8d. per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, without 
+ - Do and without Profit, ſo that the e cannot afford above 25, per e 


Mr. Stein, in the Memorial which he laid 955 75 eee e Day 
4805 ſtates, | | | - 755 | 


40 That under the preſent Mode of working in Scotland, the prime Coſt of each 


„ Gallon to the Diſtiller, including Wear and Tear of be V 
% cannot be computed at leſs than - - - — — 27 


. Intereſt of Money, bad Debts, Expence of Sale, Lok 2 cada, &c. 


_ « with a very reaſonable NO” amount to 199 3 


ww 4 . g ſtated — 5 e 1 5 — 2 — 


4. — 81 
4 « And you raiſe the Colt of the Spirt i 0 the Diſtller of the Seng, 5 5 
of 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof to 55, 10d. 


10 this Account the different Articles of Malt, Charge es, 2 Duty, are ot ſtated 
parately, as in Mr. Montgomerie Account. The Wear and Tear cf Uten- 


ſils, which conſtitute Part of the Charges, are united with the Price of the Malt 
or Barley in the Article Prime Coſt, and the Profit is combined with the Intereſt 
of Money and other Items of the Charges; yet after all it appears, that if the Sale 


Price of Spirits, 1 to 10 O, P. be L 104d. the e will have ad. per Gallon 
more than a reaſonable Profit, 


E if f- 


But the Committee, no doubt, 3 chat 1 mould * what ; 1 on this 


iy 99 7 The Improvements in diſtilling, the Committee muſt ſee by comparing this 


4 with the Evidence of laſt Year, have been great, and of courſe the Expence 
ſtilling has been conſiderably diminiſhed. Whatever might have been the Ex- 


price of Servants Wages, Coals, Candles, Soap, and Yeaſt per Boll laſt Year, I 
a 


ve Reaſon to believe they are not more than 35. 64. at ſome Works now; and 


though the Intereſt of Money ſunk. in unneceſſary Works, Utenſils, &c. may at 
ſome Diſtillories be great, and the Expence of Sales by Commiſion be heavy, yet, 


at molt of the Works, the whole Amount of theſe Deductions does not amount to 
3% or 37. 6d. more. 2 which the Account will ſtand thus 


0 Na L. 1 4 — g Gallons Spirits at Mr - £42 14, — 
Charges" 7 — 7 — Stains at 45. 64. — — 1 6 
Duỹ ß 1 „„ 


5 75 3 a A 2 5 4 ; 85 | SM 
; 


— 


„ Profit on Bell 3 ED. 6 * 
Profit on Gallon of 8 pirits 3 - 87 


I muſt therefore agree with Mr. Wande and Mr. Stein, that if the Dit. 


*tiller's Sale Price of Spirits be 65, he may afford to pay a Duty of 25. . Gallon 


to Gavernmenr. 


But what is the Probability that the Diftiller will get- * per Gallon fo his 
Whiſkey. Laſt Year-the Revenue was. collected by. the Syſtems of Licence and 
Survey united. It was ſuppoſed, that a Licence Duty. of £. 54 per Gallon, of Still, 
at the then knowa Rate of working, was equal to 15s. per Gallon of Produce,; 


A e 3 of 15, pe, Gallen of Lroguce, Was ber wee on the Suppoſi- 


tion 
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tion that the Diſtiller would get 65. per Gallon for his Whiſkey, it was allowed 


by all, that-if he did get that Price, he could pay this 2s. Duty, But no ſooner. 


was the late Law paſſed than the Price of Whiſkey began to fall. When I left 
* -Glaſgow, the Diſtiller's Price, per Gallon, was 4s. 1 to 10 U. P. I am informed 


it is at preſent 3s. 8d. which is about 4s. 8d. per Gallen, 1 to 10 O. P, This 


Depreciation, which would lead to the Belief that the Duty impoſed laſt Year was 


too low, was occaſioned: by the Three following Cauſes: 


The 1ſt of theſe Cauſes was the Inequality that has hitherto ſubſiſted among 
Diſtillers in the Rate of working. Till of late, Mr. Stein, Mr. Haig, and a few 
others, who enjoyed the Benefit of the Plate in the Still, wrought as faſt again as 
the Reſt of the Trade, Mr. Millar, as has been ſhewn, now works faſter than 
Mr. Stein; but many in the Trade are working flow till, This Inequality of 
Ability to diftil fait has all along been the great Evil of the Licence Syſtem; 
for thoſe who, by Improvements in their Apparatus, got the Start of their Neigh- 
hours, inſtead of ſelling at the uſual Prices, invariably ſtrove to engroſs the Market 


Tempora 
Cauies 4; 
of the low 
Price of 


Whiſkey, 


by underſelling the Reſt. It ſtruck me forcibly, that till the almoſt ultimate Power | 
ol the Still was diſcovered, and the Trade put on a par in point of rapid Diftilling, 


an equal Duty never could, by the Licence Syſtem, be got from all, nor could 
the Morals of the common People be protected againſt the Eſſects of cheap 
Whiſkey. Bot, I truſt, the Committee now fee, that in point of Ability to diſtili 
falt, the Trade will ſoon be on an equal Footiag, and then the Revenue will not 
only draw a juſt and equal Duty from all, but the Legiſlature will be able to regu- 
late the Price of Whiſkey, by encreaſing or diminiſhing the Rate of Duty. 
LS: cone mot rele © FFF; 8 
The 2d Cauſe of the preſent low Price of Whiſkey has ariſen from an Evil 
attending the Syſtem of Survey. Thoſe Diſtillers, who found they could not diſtill 
ſo faſt as others did, immediately after the preſent Law, which impoſed the Survey 


'Duty of 15, on the Gallon of Produce, was enacted, began to ſmuggle. From the 
Returns made to the Honourable the Board of Exciſe of the Quantity of Bolls diſtil- 
led and Gallons got, at the different Diſtilleries, the Committee will ſee that either 


ſome Diſtillers were carrying on a loſing Trade, or that they have given in falſe Ac- 


counts, both of the Number of Bolls which, per Gallon of Still, they diſtilled, and 


of the Number of Gallons they got from the Boll. When it is conſidrred that 
the Price per Gallog is at preſent 45. 8 d. and that the prime Coſt per Gallon by Mr. 
Montgomerie's Account is from 55. to 56. 8d. without Profit, it is evident, that if 


they have not been defrauding the Revenue, they muſt have been carrying on a loſing 


Trade, It was formerly ſtated, that excepting at a few. Works, the 1 4. Survey 
Duty has not at an Average been paid all over Scotland, till of late, for more 
than a Half, .nay, I may-ſay, at ſome Works One Third of the Gallons diſtilled. 
The Effects have been, that while the Revenue has ſuffered, ſome Diſtillers have 


made Money, during laſt Year, Many have been ſcarcely able to carry on their 


Works, while others have been obliged to ſtop. As ſoon as all the Trade can be 
Put on an equal Footing, and a Licence Duty equal to what the Diſtiller can af- 
ford to pay, per Gallon of Produce, be laid on the Gallon of Still, this Cauſe of the 


low Price of Whiſkey, and of the Deficit in the Revenue, will ceaſe, but no 


ſooner, 


The 3d Cauſe of the preſent low Price of Whiſkey is, that the licenſed and un- 


licenſed Diſtillers, both in the Middle and Highland Diſtricts, have ſmuggled great 
Quantities of Whiſkey into the Lowlands. This Whiſkey they could afford to ſell 
—_ for they either paid for it a ſmall Duty, or no Duty at all. ' Equalizing 
the Powers of Diſtillers may remove the firſt Cauſe; but that will take Time. A 
Licence Duty, proportioned to that equalized Power, will remove the 2d, But 


nothing bur the greateſt Exertions, on the Part of Government, to protect the 
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Lowland Diſtiller, can remove the zd. And when Peace returns, Foreign Smug- 
gling, at preſent almoſt ſuppreſſed, will be revived with an Effect proportioned to 
the Enoreaſe of Duty to be impoſed by the enſuing Law. e 
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- The Committee will now be able to-judge whether the Legiſlature can, by 
_encreafing the Rate of Duty, raiſe the Price of Whiſkey to 65. and whether it is not 


preſent unprotected State of the Trade, than they can afford to pay; but as all in 


à very ſhort Time after: the Information laid before the Committee is generally 


4% known, will diſtil faſter than they do now, I think thoſe who can diſtil faſt, and 


Rafe cf Duty 
which all may 
pay. | 


yet offer only . 150. per Gallon, offer too little; and all Things conſidered as 
cautiouſly and fully as I have been able, I am led to believe that the Average Rate 
of working will be ſuch, over the whole Lowland Diſtrict, during the enſuing Year, 
as will enable the Trade to bear a Licence Duty of /. 162. per Gallon of Still. 
And beyond this Rate I think the Duty ſhould not go till the Trade be on a Par, 


and till Experience ſhew how the honeſt Diſtiller ſhall, either by the exiting Laws, 
ar the Law about to be made, be protected againſt the fraudulent licenſed Diſtiller, 


the unlicenſed Diſtiller, and the Foreign Smuggler. (Vide Page 446.) 


Suppeling then that a Duty of {x62 per Gallon were to be impoſed, it may 
be aſked what Revenue would that, in the Lowlands, yield ? „ A 


Many Attempts have been made to form Calculations on this Point, by having 


recourſe to the Population of the Country, and ſuppoſing that People of à certain 


Claſs, and Sex, and Age only drank Whiſkey, while the Reſt did not, &. All 
ſuch Calculations are mere Conjectures. The Queſtion is not who drinks Whiſkey, 
or who does not, but how many Gallons of Whiſkey are made, and for which 
Duty ought to be paid in the Lowlands? Mr. Andrew Taylor, Diſtiller at Linton 
Bridge, in a Letter addreſſed ro Mr. Robert Walkinſhaw, Agent for the Diſtillers, 
and tranſmitted to me officially by him, for my Information ſays “ In the Year 
4 1794 this Work was exactly a 45th Part of the whole Licence. The Quantity 
e licenſed exceeded 9, ooo Gallons — The Spirits made here that Year was 120,000 


« Gallons, which ſuppoſes the Yearly Quantity 5,400,000 Gallons “.“ If the 


Confumpt regulate the OY made, as it infallibly muſt do, then either this was 
the Quantity made or uſed, communibus Annis, in the Lowlands about that Period, 


or during this Year the Trade had been overdone, It was ſuppoſed by ſome, who 
gave Evidence laſt Year, that the Annual Conſuinpt might be about 4,000,000 of 
Gallons, Some intelligent Niſtillers, with whom I have ſpoken on this Subject, 


ſeem to think that more is made. I ſhall therefore ſtate the Quantity uſed, or rather 


made, in the Lowlands, to be 4,500,000 ; and the Quantity made in the Middle 
Diſtrict 500,000 ; though I know .it to be much more. On the Suppoſition that 
25. is to be paid for every Galion, the Revenue ariſing from theſe 5,002,c00 of Gal- 


lons, would be Half a Million; and if it be ſuppo ſed tar the general Average Rate of 


working will, during the enſuing Year, be equal to the preſent Rate of working at 


Canon Mills, then as at that Work a ſingle Gallon of Still can make 1,520 
Gallons in à Year, the Number of Gallons of Still required ro make 5,000,000 of 
Galions of Spirits, in a Year, muſt be 3,289 4, which, at £.162.would yield a Revenue 


bs 8 


— 9 — 


1 * 5 — —_—_ 


* In Appendix to Rep. of laſt Year, Page 79, Mr. Bonar flates, “ That in the Lowlands, in 
„the Year ending 5th Tuly 1794, 139 Stills, containing 40,8304 Gallons, were licenſed.“ If Mr. 
Taylor's Entry was the 45th Part of the Whole, bis Still mult have contained 2403 Gallons ; and if 
he, with this Entry, diftitied inthe Courſe of that Year 120,000 Gallons, the Quantity diſtilled in the 
Lowlands by the whole Entry muſt have been, at that Rate of working, 5,414,833% Gallons. 58 


Sa wap that by raiſing the Duty high, Fraud will be encouraged, and the fair 
rader forced to abandon the Trade. In ſo far as I can judge, J think thoſe who 
diſtil flow, and yet offer a Duty of . 120. per Gallon of Still, offer more, in the 
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of C. 532,899. But if the Average Rate of working be like that at Craigend, 
where, as was ſhewn, One Gallon of Still can make 2,5 12 Gallons: of Spirits Yearly, 
then the Number of Gallons of Still, working at that Rate, required to make 
5,000,000 Gallons of Spirits, will be 1,990. Theſe would, at C. 162, yield a Re- 
venue of L. 322, 400. How, if the Rate of working be nearly equal, thoſe who 
diſtil faſt, may be made to pay as much Duty in proportion to what they, diſtil, as 
thoſe who diſtil ſlow, will be ſhewn when the Mode of aſſeſſing and collecting he 


Tax comes to be conſidered. (Vide Page 446.) 


The nem | important Conſideration is, how ein this Duty be collected with the 25 
leaſt poſſible Detriment to the Manufacture, and Annoyance to the Diſtiller, and 
wich the greateſt Security and leaſt Expence to the Revenue, , c 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. = 


Three Syſtems of collecting the Revenue have already been tried. Under the syn, 
1ſt, a certain Duty was impoſed on the Gallon of Spirits diſtilled, and the Number already tried, 
of Gallons were, at different Times, and by various Regulations, aſcertained by _ 
Survey of the Spirits, of the Waſh and Spirits, of the Grain, Wort, Waſh, and _ 
Spirits, xc. Under the 2d, a particular Sum was paid per Gallon of the Capacity 
of the Still, and each Diſtiller took out a Licence, and paid according to the Number 
of Gallons his Still contained. Under the 3d and preſent Syſtem, the Duty was 
collected, in Part, by a Licence Duty on the Capacity of the Still, and in Part by 
a Survey Duty on the Gallon of Produce, which laſt was | aſcertained by a ftritt ' 
Survey of the Number of Bolls diſtilled, the Quantity of Wort extracted, of Waſh 
fermented, and of Whiſkey diſtilled. None of theſe Syſtems have been found to. 
be effectual; and the Queſtion now is, Can Government truſt to any of theſe Three 
Syſtems ? If fo, which of them ſhould be preferred? or if none of them can be 
made effectual, can any other Syſtem, or any Modification of any, or of all the old 
Syſtems, be ſuggeſted, by which, reaſoning from the paſt, there is a Probability, 
that in future, a Duty which the Trade can afford to pay, and which the Revenue 
ought to get, ſhall be regularly and equally paid, in proportion to the Number of. 


No Judgment can be formed on this difficult Queſtion, except af impartial Re! 
view be taken of the Advantages and Diſadvantages of the different Syſtems that 
have already been tried. e 55 „ HI WTF | 1 5 5 


After what was ſaid concerning the Impoſſibility of aſcertaining, with Accuracy, sygem of 
the Strength of Wort and Waſh by gauging, which takes Note of Quantity alone; hte Surveys 
or by the Saccharometer, which can indicate ſpecific Gravity and Spiſſitude only; 
it may be obſerved, that were it poſſible to aſcertain by either of theſe Methods, the 
Quantity of Spirit, a given Quantity of Wort or Waſh could yield, it would be no 


eaſy Matter to find Officers who could execute ſuch a Survey, 


The Committee will underſtand, from what was formerly ſaid concerning fer- f. Desde, 
menting, that the Air ſhould not be admitted to the Waſh in the Tuns, after a par- 
ticular: Time of the Proceſs of Fermentation; yet this is the very Time at which 
the Intereſt of the Revenue, under the Syſtem of Survey, requires that they ſhould | 
be conſtantly open to the Inſpection and Examination of the Exciſe Officer ; elſe 
he can never know whether Waſh has not been abſtracted, or Wort added. From © 
theſe Circumſtances the Committee will be able to judge, whether the Syſtem of 
Survey be adapted to the Nature of the Manufacture in Queſtion. | 


Appx. Diſ. 
Rep. 1798, 
140. 


Appx. Diſ. 
Rep. 1798, 
519 
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It: is the Intereſt of the Diſtiller, under Survey, to pay Duty for as few of the 
[Gallons he diſtills as poſſible. The Temptation to ſmuggle has hitherto: been found, 
under Survey, to be irreſiſtible; and if one ſmuggle, the Reſt, in Self Defence, 
muſt do ſo too, or leave the Trade. It is evident that the Revenue muſt ſuffer, in 
proportion to the Number of «Gallons that eſcape without paying the Duty; but 
it is not fo obvious why Diſtillers do not get rich, in proportion to the Quantity 
they ſmuggle. It is a Fact in the Remembrance, I am perſuaded, of thoſe Mem. 
bers of the Committee who lived in Scotland, while the Syſtem of Survey was in 
Uſe, that the Diſtillers, in general, were not rich; that Failures in that Branch of 
Buſineſs were frequent; and that theſe Failures were ſevereley felt by Cornfactors, 
Maltſters, and Farmers. The Evidence before the Committe ſhewed, that under 
Survey the ſmuggling Diſtiller was obliged to bribe every Servant about his Work 
or - Houſe to Secreſy; he was obliged to conciliate, by Money or kind Offices, 
the .Good-will and Connivance of all, and in a particular Manner of the 
idle and needy in his Neighbourhood; he was obliged to make it the Intereſt 
of the Carriers, who conveyed away the Whiſkey, the People in whoſe Houſes 
it lodged, and of all who could do him harm, to keep his Secrets. Thoſe who 
bought from him inſiſted on having a Share of his Profits; and of late I have 
earned, that if that Share was deemed too little, or if he inſiſted on Payment of 
his Account, they frequently turned Informers. In Page 139 of the Report it 
is ſaid, © rhar he could not produce from the Boll of Malt all the Spirits which 
ce it could yield; for he was often obliged to hurry the Maſh from the Maſh | 
6 Tun, without giving Time to extract the nutritive Part of the Grain; and 
ee often he was obliged to hurry the Worts from the Coolers to the Waſh-backs, 


* 


4 before being properly cooled and fit for Fermentation; and often from the Waſh- 
„ backs to the Stills, without being properly fermented.” It might have been 


added, that he was ſometimes obliged to throw out the Wort and Waſh, and ſtave 
the Spirit Caſks, for fear of being detected, as he was not always ſure of the 
Officers Connivance, or he might have been furpriſed by the Superviſor.” To 
procure that Connivance, and to guard againſt that Surprize, became of courſe. 

is Study. How well he did ſucceed is ſtated not by an Enumeration of Particu- 
lars indeed, but by a general Detail of Effects, in the 1, ad, and 3d Reports of 
the Board of ' Exciſe, for 1783 and in their Report for 1798. But from theſe 
Reports the Committee will be able to gather nothing more, than that fo long as 
the Syſtem of Survey laſted, the Revenue was ſmall, for the Diſtillers ſmuggled, 
the Officers connived, and the Board of Exciſe could not help it. If the Commir- 
tee wiſh to.know.to what Extent the Revenue was defrauded, they may look to the 


Evidence in App. to laſt Year's Rep. Page 139, where the Manager of a Diſtillery 


ſays, I do not think we paid above a Sixth or an Eighth Part of theilegal Duty. The 
“Calculation I form this is from the Number of Charges of which the Officers had 
% no Account,; generally for every Charge they took Account of, we run off Six or 


Fight more, for the Produce of which no Duty was charged or paid. We had 


c no. concealed Still.“ 


On ſpeaking of this to many Diſtillers, I was informed thar the Average Number 
of Gallons, for which Duty was actually paid in the Lowlands, under Survey, was 


not above a Tenth of what was diſtilled there. This induced me to examine the 


Parole Evidence of laſt Year, and the printed Reports, again, with Care ; and 1 
am ſorry to ſay there is but too much Reaſon to believe the Information is juſt. : 


In App. to Rep. 1798, Page 330, there is an Account given of the Revenue 
ariſing from the Scotch Diſtillery, ſrom the Year 1763 to the Year 1785. 


From 
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. | 2 vantity of | 1 
| Quantity of Spirits | Quantity - Nag to | Quantity 
| made in Scotland at | of Spirits | England more | leftin 


ig per 100 Gallons of ſent to th 4 
Wath, at Hye Proof, England. be made in See., Scotland. 
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| - land, K. 
| | 1783 — 243,432 Gallons | 245,700 | 2,268 | Nil, 5 
From 5th July a, 1784 — | 359352 | 546,084] 186,732 — 
1784 — 135,24 | 245,700] 110,376 | — 
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In Appx. to Rep. of 1798, Page 385, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe give the following 
Statement of the Amount of Survey Duty for the Year 1786. The Groſs Amount 
« was L. 109, 41 5. 25. 2d. from this, however, muſt be deducted. . 7,869, ariſing 
« from Highland Diſtillery Licences in that Year; ſo that the actual Produce. of 
« the Lowland Diſtillery, was C. 101, 546. 25. 24, To this muſt be added, the 
“% Amount of Spirits made in Ferrintoſh, under an Exemption, which operated during 
« moſt of that Year, calculating from the Produce of former Years, (. 20, ooo, is. 

% not too high a Sum to be ſtared as the Amount of Duty, which ought to have 
ce thus ariſen, had the Ferrintoſh Spirits been ſubject to the ſame Rate as others. 
« The Amount of Lowland Diſtillery Duty, therefore for this Year, if compleatly 
« under Survey, may be juſtly eſtimated at C. 121,546. 254. 24, In this Year, it 
« appears, that-881,969 Gallons of Spirits went from Scotland to England; now, 
te allowing that theſe had all paid the Duty of 2 5. 14. per Gallon, in that Year in 
« Scotland, this gives . 91,871, 75. 1d. paid on Spirits made in Scotland for 
the Engliſh Market. After this liberal Deduction is made, it appears, that the 
Scotch. Lowland Diſtillery Duty may, for that Year, under the Mode of Survey, 
c for Spirits made for the Scotch Market only, be juſtly taken at above {,, 32.000, 
« while under the Licence Syſtem, it averaged only £.25,000.” During this Apps. Dit. 
Year, the Duty was 25. 14. It was formerly ſtated from Mr. Taylor's Letter, that 22 7 
in 1794, the Number of Gallons made in the Lowlands, was 5, 400, ooo, 
none of which was for the Engliſn Market. If then it be ſuppoſed, that as 
much Whiſkey was made in the. Lowlands in 1786 as in 1794, the Number ot 
Gallons, at 2:4, 1d. for which the Duty of C. 32, O00, was paid, in 1786, could not 
have been more than 307,200 Gallons.— 5, O92, 800 Gallons therefore, which is 
more than zths of the Whole, muſt have been ſmuggled. By which the Reyenue 
muſt have loſt to the Amount of /. 531,020, in the laſt Year of the Syſtem of 
Survey. But it may be juſtly doubted, whether ſo much Whiſkey was made or 
- conſumed, in the Lowlands, in the Year 1786 as in 1794. Suppoſe that One Third 
leſs, or 3, 600, ooo Gallons only, were made in the Lowlands, in 1786 on that Sup - 
poſition, 3,292,800, or nearly Aths muſt have been ſmuggled, which correſponds 
with the Confeſſñions made to me by many Piſtillers. C. 343, oo therefore mult 
have been loſt to the Revenue; but, however improbable, let it be ſuppoſed that 
only One Half the Quantity ſaid by Mr. Taylor to have been made in 1794, or 
chat no more than 2;700,000 Gallons were made in the Lowlands in 1786; even 
by that Suppoſition it appears, that 2,392,800 Gallons, or Seven Eighths of the 2 
Whole, as ſtated in the Parole Evidence, was ſmuggled, or that the Revenue loſt Appx. Dil. 


239,250. | __ | _ Rep. 3798, 


| | ; p. 1439+ 
The above .Computations have becn made on the Suppoſicion, that the Scotch 
Lowland . Diltillery Duty did actually amount, in the Year 1786, to J. 324099, 
Bot on examining the Statement given of it over again with Care, 1 think there 
4s Reaſon. to believe chat it is not accurate, | 


11 4A P EN DIX (M.. 


T 1 find that not lefs than . 20;000 of this . 32; 0 was not actually got, It i 
ſtated as Duty that would have been got for Whiſkey! ſent to the Lowlands from 
Ferrintoſh, had Ferrintoſn not enjoyed an Exemption. I do not ſee, however, as 
it was not got, why it Thould have ſtood as a. Part of the Lowland Survey Duty. 
But granting that all the Ferrintoſn Whiſkey. that did come to the Lowlands, would 
have paid Duty had Ferrintoſh been under Survey, I cannot obſerve any Thing 
in the Record that warranted the Concluſion, that the Duty ariſing from it would 
have amounted, to . 20, ooo. In the iſt Report, 1783, of the Commiſſioners of 

. Dit. Exciſe, the Exemption enjoyed by Ferrintoſh is mentioned. In'the 3d, Page 475, 

| 6 it is mentioned again in the following Terms: We cannot refrain from ex. 

8 b preſſing our moſt eameſt Wiſh, that a Right of Exemption, under which up- 
« wards of 100,000 Gallons of Spirits were diſtilled and circulated through the 

« whole Country, in the Year preceding the 5th July 1782, on Payment of a trif- 

lng Compoſition, of betwixt Seventy and Eighty Pounds, while the legal 

„D Duties, chargeable on that Quantity, would have amounted to upwards of 

/. 20, ooo, were taken away, &c.” The Duty in the Lowlands, inthe” Year pre- 
Appe. Dif, ceding 5th July, was 3s. 7 44. r of a Farthing, per Gallon, which on 106;a00- 
1 Gallons amounts to /. 18, 180. 115. 144, 4. In the Statement under Examina- 
tion, it is ſaid, © To this (Lowland Survey Duty) muſt be added the Amount of 

« Spirits made in Ferrintoſh, under an Exemption which operated during moſt 

« of that Tear (1786); calculating from the Produce of former Years, C. 20,000 

e is not roo high a Sum to be ſtated in the Amount of Duty, which ought 

« to have thus ariſen, had the Ferrintoſh Spirits been ſubje& to the ſame” Rate 

& ay others,” I am diſpoſed however to think, that it is too high a Sum; if, 

as the Similarity of the n to the one in Page 415 would indicate, no 

more was ſent from Ferrintoſh, during this Year 1786, than was ſent. in 1783. 

That no more was ſent Duty free is probable, becauſe the Ferrintoſh Exemption did 

not operate, as the Statement allows, during the whole of 1786. But in 1786 the 

Duty was only 2.5. 14. Suppoſing then that 100,000 Gallons did come in this 
Year to the Lowlands, the Duty would have amounted to no more than 
L. 10, 416. 135. 44. The Diſtillers in Ferrintoſh muſt therefore either have increaſed 
their Works greatly in 1786, for in 1783 it is ſaid they made about 100% 00 Gallons, 
or in copying the Charge for the Year 1786 from-the Report of 1783, the Decreaſe 
of the Duty from 35. 71 d. . to 26. 1d. has'eſcaped Notice. TO 
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Let it however be ſuppoſed that there has been no Miſtake, and that as much 
Whiſkey was made Duty free in Ferrintoſh, as would, had it paid Duty, have 
yielded 4 Revenue of /. 20, ooo; it cannot, after what has been ſtated, be reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſed, that all that Duty would have been collected; at leaſt no ſuch 
compleat Collection vas made, during that Year, in the Lowlands; and it has 
always been underſtood, that the Duty was more effectually collected in the Low- 
lands, than in the Highlands. It has already been ſhewn, that according to the 
moſt moderate Computation; Duty Was not collected in the Lowlands for more than 
One Eighth Part of the Spirits diſtilled. It has almoſt been proved, that ſcarcely 
One Tenth paid Duty. Theſe Things being attended to, the Committee will not, 
I am perſuaded, think the Concluſion wrong, if I ſippoſe that Duty would not 
have been collected for more than One Tenth of the Spirits made in Ferrintoſh either, 
had it been under Survey; which reduces this Charge of J. 20, co, which is ſup- 
poſed in the Statement would have been got, to {. 2, o 33 
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There is another Circumſtance-which the Committee will no doubt remark. ' In 
the Appendix to the Report of 1798, Page 415, in which it is ſaid, that too, ooo 
Gallons of Whiſkey was made in Ferrintolh ; it is alſo ſtated that ſo much of this 
went to England, as to become an Object of Conſequence © to the Revenue of Ex- 
© ciſe in England, and to the entered Diſtillers in that Part of the Rn, of 
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Duty be deducted from the groſs Amount. I would deduct it, had I any Docu- 


ENU Wy. ͤ 


*.,zexfoh of the conſiderable Quantities of thoſe Spirits diſtilled in a Manner Duty 
ij ſree, and ſent to the London and Engliſh Markets, on Payment only of the 


« Difference betwixt the Duty on Scotch and Engliſh Malt Spirits.“ To this it 


may be added, that a conſiderable Part of it went North, that the Iſles were chiefly 
ſupplied with it, and it. cannot be ſuppoſed that mone of it was uſed in Ferrintoſh, 
or that none df it was conſumed in that extenſive Diſtrict between Ferrintoſh 
and the Lowlands. _ Yet in the Statement Credit is taken for the Whole as 

coming into the Lowlands, The Committee will, I am perſuaded, think that if One 

alf of it got to the Lowlands, the Suppoſitien is perhaps. not warranted by Fact; 


yet this would reduce the. Duty to J. 1,000, But if I be not miſinformed, as much 
Whiſkey was ſmuggled into the Lowlands from the Highlands, Duty free, after the 
Syſtem of Licence began, as had been ſent to the Lowlands from Ferrintoſh, That 
this was the Cale apprars to be more than probable, from the Statement of Entries 
in the Lowlands and Highlands, during the Firſt Years of the Licence, for 


in the Year 1788 Stills containing 8,7 56 Gallons were entered in the Low- Appx. Did. 
lands, while 450 Stills, containing 14,912 Gallons, were entered in the Highlands, Rep. 279% 
and at this Period rapid diſtilling was unknown; if therefore it be allowable toß 
make an Addition to the Amount of Lowland Survey Duty, for what Spirits came 


from Ferrintoſh to the Lowlands, in 1786, a ſimilar Addition ought to be made 
to the Amount of Lowland Licence Duty, for what came from the Highlands to 
the Lowlands, Duty free, after the Syſtem of Licence began; for theſe Reaſons 


therefore it appears that this £.20,000, cannot with any Propriety be allowed to 
ſtand in the Account of Lowland Survey Duty, for:the Year 1786; and if it be 
deducted the Agrount inks £12,000, TT Tor nr wnnns ee n 


But if no more than L. 12,000 was in reality got, 115, 200 Gallons only at 
25, 1d. could have paid Duty ; and the Account of Gallons that paid Duty, that 


were ſmuggled, and of Revenue loſt, may be gueſſed at as before. 


— 


A 


I Gallons diſtilled, Gallons moggled. | Revenue loſt. | 
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13,600,000. 3,485, ooo | 363,020 16 8. Een vt 
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2,700,000 | 2,584,800 | 269,250 — — | | 
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There is another Item in the Account, which 1 do not underſtand. The 


* Revenue Year 1786 began on the 5th of July 1785, and ended on the 5th of July 
1786. The Licence Syſtem began in the Highlands on the 5th of December 
1785; ſo that the Highland Diſtillers were Five Months under Survey, and Seven 


Months under Licence. I obſerve that £.7,869, which was the Amount of the 


Highland Licence Duty during this Seven Months, are deducted from the groſs 


Amount of Diſtillery Duty; but I can find no Deduction made for the Five 


Months Highland Survey Duty. It is obvious however that the Remainder cannot, 


as in the Statement, be the Amount of Lowland Survey Duty, till all the Highland 


ments in the Report, aſcertaining its Amount. The Object of the Statement is 


to prove that the Duiy collected by Survey was, during this Year 1786; more 


than was collected for ſome Time afterwards by Licence. I ought therefore to 


- ſay, that if £.7,869. were got in Seven Months by Licence, more in proportion 
© would have been got in Five Months by Survey; but if it be ſuppoſed that only 
a much, in proportion to the Time, would have been got, the Highland Survey 
Duty, during cheſe Five Months, muſt be ſtated at J. 5,620. 113. 33%. 


According 
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| T he 1d Survey Duty therefore, inſtead of having then 


J. 41053. 1558. 544. or J. 12,000, or J. 32, ooo, ſince even at C. 32,000, 
Duty was paid for no more than 249, 250 Gallons, a Quantity "RY equal to the 


Power of the Still can be of no. Uſe to the Revenue; for the Hiſtiller under Survey 


VMiajntch even a 50,Gallon Still, as diſtilling is now carried on, would requite: Twelve 


N « * —— r 9 ES r 
r e n 


Abbe to this Examination it appears that the Account of Lowland Duty, 
got during this, the laſt and moſt productive Year of the 1285 11 5 to ſtand 
thus: | 


Groſs Amount of Scotch Diftillery Dury ͤ UœGͤ— —— — — 4. 189476 + 4 
From-which dedu& Ferrintoſh ſuppoſed Duty . 20800 — — | 
Highland 7 Months Licence D“ 7,869 — — 
De Months Survey D* — 3,620 11 5 e 
Duty on 082,969 eg at 2s, 1d, ſent to oo | 
England ,  prer ” 3 15 5 
| — 125,361 6 83 


OE 


— 


L. 32,000, ſeems: to have been no more than 5 1 4953 15 $5 


It is ſcarcely neceſſary to obſerve, that if no more Duty was collected during 
this the laſt Year of Survey than £. 4,053. 15s. 544. little, after paying the Ex- 
pences of Collection, &c. would come to the Exchequer. But to ſee what was loſt, 
the Calculation may be made as before. 


the r 8 £ * -_ 
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3.600% õ/ůjf. 3,561,084 370,946 5 —' 5 
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It makes very little Difference, however, whether the Lowland . Duty was 


Conſumption of Edinburgh. 


It may be ſaid, and [know will be kid, FOR the. Dittillery Buſi 108 was not fo 
well 1080 by the Exciſe, during the Time of Survey, as it is now; and that 
of courſe now ſo much is known of the Power of the Still, the Quantum of Pro- 
duce,and the Expences of Manufacture, the Diſtiller will have it lets in his Power to 
deceive the Excite, nor will-the inferior Officers be able to connive with the frau- 
dulent Diſtiller without immediate and certain Detection. I muſt be excuſed if 
this Matter appears to me in a very different Foint of View. 


T he men the © Syſtem of Survey takes Pines the 4 WY ed of te 


is not obliged to work againſt Time, but when and how he pleaſes. It will be his 
Intereſt ro work flow, or not to work at all when-he is cloſely watched, and he will 
do ſo ; but if he ever can catch the Moment when he ſees it to be his Intereſt to 
work faſt, as he has the Power, he will uſe it. And after what has already been 
detailed, the Committee muſt be ſenſible, that the Diſtiller can now do more Miſ- 


chief to the Revenue in an Hour, chan he wand do formerly in a Day, * believe 1 
may almoſt ſay a Week, 


Ic may be ſaid that there ean be little Fear of that, if he be properly waehed. To 


Exciſc OY: Six by as and. Six by Night; One mult atrend the. Malt es 
- à Seconc 


* 


APPENDIX Gt) 413 


a Second the Maſh Tun, a Third the Fermenting Vats, a Fourth the Still, a Fifth 
the Stock of Spirits, and a Sixth will be neceſſary to affiſt at particular Places, to 
take the Station of thoſe who go to Meals, and to keep a general Eye to all that is 
going on, without as well as within Doors; he ought to be a Superviſor, It may 


be thought, that ſuch a Number of Officers would be too many. The Committee 


now know how the Trade is carried on; they ſee at how many Points Frauds may 
be committed; and thoſe who are beſt acquainted with the Buſineſs are of Opinion, 
that the above Number, however faithful, will be found on Trial to be not more 


than enough ; ſo that if 50 Stills, of 50 Gallons each at an Average, making an 


Entry of 2,500 Gallons in all, be wrought in the Lowland and Midland Diſtricts 
under Survey during the enſuing Vear, the Number of Officers required to attend 
them will be 600, and their Salaries, at the Rate of £. 50 only to each, will amount 
to 7 of 30, 000. A | | | 


This Expence, conſidering. the Revenue to be got, would not deſerve Regard, 
could it inſure an accurate and faithful Survey ; but it ought to be remembered, 
that the Salaries of Exciſemen are ſmall, that the Expences of Living have in- 
creaſed, and that Men do not ſeem to be more virtuous than they were. Fa 


It is ſcarcely to be expected, that among the many Exciſe Officers, which it will 
be neceſſary to employ, if the Syſtem of Survey be again eſtabliſhed, there will not 
be found ſome who will be negligent, and others that will be unable to reſiſt a 
Bribe. The Commiſſioners of Exciſe have with Juſtice obſerved, in their Report on 
the Syſtem of Survey, © that it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the full Payment of Duties 
_ & payable to Government were compleatly realized and made effectual, even with 
ce all theſe Regulations,” Nor will they, I am afraid, be ever made effectual 
under Survey by any Regulations; for as the Commiſſioners judicioully ſay, © that 
© after all that could be done by the Legiſlature, the Security of this, (the 


<« Diſtillery Survey Duty) as well as of every other Branch of the Revenue, 


© mult ultimately depend on the Fidelity and Attention of the Officers em- 


« ployed to charge and collect it.” —And I believe every one will acknow- 


ledge the Juſtice of their Remark, “ that when Traders are unprincipled, and 


« baſe enough to offer Bribes, it is not to be expected, that among many Officers 


« ſome ſhould not have been found weak or corrupt enough to receive them,” —1 
confeſs it does not ſeem reaſonable to expect it; and if we can judge of the future 
by the paſt “, it may be ſuppoſed, that if the Diſtiller did bribe the Exciſe Officers 
formerly, he will moſt certainly do it again. What his Succeſs may be, Expe- 


rience only can ſhew ; one Thing only is certain, viz. that if it was his Intereſt to 


bribe formerly with a Shilling, it is now his Intereſt to bribe with a Pound, The 


Coniequences to the Revenue are obvious. What they will be to the Diſtillers at - 


preſent in the Trade may be foreſeen ; they have made Money under the Licence 
Syſtem, ſome becauſe they paid leſs Duty than they could afford to pay, and all 
becauſe their Gains have been their own ; they will not riſk what they have got 
with Eaſe and Comfort under Licence, by attempting precariouſly to gain more 
under Survey ; they are conſcious they could not withſtand the Temptation which 


1 
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+ In Dil. Rep. 1798. Pa. 139. it is ſaid, * that ſome of the Exciſe Officers did, and ſome did not 


0 give Indulgencies.” * They were changed ſometimes. We have had, ſays the Evidence, “ the 
** ſame Officers remain in the Diviſion above a Year, ſometimes they were changed oftene7, ſome- 
„times in a Month, When a new Officer came we were ſome Time, perhaps Days or Weeks, be- 


** fore we came to underſtand one another; during that Time we did not work iq faſt. When we 


were hard ſarveyed, we ſometimes did not charge above once a Week, ſo as to pay Duty for the 


Charge. When the Officer was favourable, we generally charged once a Day, or once in Two 
Days, under Duty, and Six or Eight Times not under Duty.” And to the Queſtion, Page 147, 
Do you believe thoſe Favours, conferred on the Officers, were confined to the Officers of the Diviſion, 


or extended to the Superviſor of the Diſtrict, or the General ay + rw ?”” The ſame Evidence 
anſwers,—'* Theſe Favours were, I believe, moſily confined to the Officers of the Diviſion, though 
© I believe they often extended to the Superviſor alſo,” pI iy | 


5 N „ : the 


Dr EDS 
, ES HE n an »- o \ 
b 3 


a0 rr 7 
== RA - Whew 
E To % 


I W ER 


1 
T1 , 
> o 
„ FR 
b. F: 
Ez 
7 + : 
4 is | 
\ 15 
1 8 
113 
+> © 1 
$ > 
2 * * 
1 
* 7 
F 
1 5 
1 
k 1 $ 
a 
4 . F f 4 
M "4 
= ? 
"2% 
TT - 
[US 
. J FT U 
4 * i 
- ©" oil 
4 F 
* F 
r 
: -. 
i "i 4 
7 . 
14 
* ; 
s . 
3 
N 
* 3 
LY 
# 1 K 
_ + 3 
12 5 
* A : 
N : 
7710 
3» $2 
in 
4 Y 
. . x 
+: Fab 8 
£ 3 - 
_ 1 
Py 1 
1 
_ © $5 
4. $ 
* F340 
F \ * F 
15 x 
* bo 
5 7 
9 4 A 25 
-% © 3 
- © 
1 
3 8 
1 * 
* 4 
+ 4. x} 
3 3 
C5 
wo 
* . . 4 
. 
4 
14 
1 
8 8 1 
5 ? 
, 
* 
q y 
1 4 
bY 
4 
N 4 
| H 
=. 
. E 
. % 
. 
o q 1 
[2 
* | T 
7 
— 
. 4 
- | 
A 
oo 
E 


twixt the ſmall Diſtillers, who come in the room of thoſe who retire, and the great 
Revenue and the Trade. The new Diſtillers will be underſold by the Diſtillers of 
will be in Danger of falling into the Hands of a few. The Landed Intereſt and 


will be not the Eſtabliſhment of the Syſtem of Survey. 


in England for many Years, and no Complaints are heard againſt it, therefore there 


vey in England would be irrelevant. 


the Syſtem of Survey minutely, not only becauſe it was the firſt and moſt natural 
_ *. Syſtem that was adopted, but becauſe the Advantages and Diſadvantages of the 


doubredly is, that if no Diſtillers committed Frauds, and if all Exciſe Officers were 


tem, its due; that as this Syſtem entices, nay, forces the Diſtiller to ſmuggle, the 
Idea now fo prevalent in Scotland, that to defraud the Revenue is not a Crime, 


Anxiety, and in general unprofitable Fatigue; while many benefit, either by aſſiſting 


him puniſhed for ſmuggling, and while his Creditors the Maltſter, the Farmer, 
the Landed Proprietor, ultimately ſuffer. i” . 


dbting the Two firit Years of Licence, was at an Average C. 25, 00. In the ſame 


the Syſtem itſelf would hold out, or which Intereſt or Deſign might throw in their 
Way. Moſt of them have experienced the Anxiety, the Fatigue, andthe Expence 
of Smuggling, and many of them have felt its Conſequences; as many of them 
as can get, conveniently, out of the Trade will retire ; thoſe only who have ſunk much 
Money in extenſive Works will remain. A Struggle will immediately enſue be. 


Diſtillers who may remain. It is eaſy to ſee what the Effect will be, both on the 
large Capital or extenſive Credit; they will endeavour to maintain their Ground by 


Smuggling, and in the end will be ruined. All this, as formerly, will be bene. 
ficial ro the Officers of Exciſe, but injurious to the Farmer, &c. and the Trade 


the Country at large will oppoſe this, and the Deficit in the Revenue will induce: 
Government to inſtitute an Inveſtigation into the Cauſe, the Conſequence of which 


But it may, and from the Memorial of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe now before 
the Committee, I ſee it is to be ſaid, that the Syſtem of Survey has been eſtabliſhed 


can be no good Reaſon why it ſhould not be eſtabliſhed in Scotland alſo, Were the 
Subject of Engliſh Diſtillery now before the Committee, this Argument ſhould 
receive a direct, and perhaps an unexpected Anſwer; but as the beſt Mode of 
collecting the Duty in Scotland only is before the Committee, and as Survey does 
not ſeem to be the beſt Method for Scotland, to ſay more on the Subject of Sur- 


1 have thought it neceſſary to conſider the Advantages and Diſadvantages of 


other Syſtems, that have been tried, will be thereby the more eaſily and more juſtly 
appreciated. The great and oſtenſible Advantage of the Survey Syſtem un- 


qualified for their Office, attentive to their Duty, and incorruptible, the Revenue 
would get all the Duty it ought to receive. The experienced Diſadvantages of 
this Syitem are, that as all Diſtillers and all Exciſe Officers never have been and 
never will be honeſt, the Revenue never has gotten, and never will get, by this Syſ- 


will exiſt; that the Price of Whiſkey never can be raiſed fo high, that the Happi- 
neſs of the lower Orders of Society ſhall not be hurt, or the public Peace injured 
by its Abuſe; that the Deſtruction of Grain which it occaſions is a national Loſs; 
that the Diſtiller, who under this Syſtem ſeems to be happy and rich, becauſe he 
ſeems to give Bread to many, lives, in Scotland at leaſt, a Life of Diſſembling, 


him to ſmoggle, or by enticing and encouraging him to ſmuggle, or by getting 


SYSTEM OF LICENCE. 
In Diſt. Rep. 1798. Pa. 385. it is ſaid, that the Amount of Lowland Duty, 


Page, the Amount of Duty, during the laſt Year of Survey, as was mentioned, 15 
ſtared to have been F. 32, c. From which it muſt very naturally be inferred, 
that collecting the Duty by Licence is leſs beneficial xo the Revenue than by Sur- 

| | a 35 7 » ; | Ve. 
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vey. In Diſt. Rep. 1798. Pa. 185. it is ſtated, that the Lowland: Licence Duty, | 


in 1797, had-riſen to C. 138,696. 145. 64d. ; and in the Half Year, ending 5th 
July 1798, it amounted to £-115,869, which is at the Rate of C. 231,738. 45. 7d. 
per Annum. It is ſaid, (Diſt; Rep. 1798. Pa. 386.) © In regard to the In- 
4 creaſe of Licence Duty, ſince 5th July 1793 (at which Time the Licence Duty 
« was/ only £-33;747- 7. 8d. (Diſt, Rep. 1798. Pa. 185.) it is fair to repeat 
et what was ſtated in the Anſwer to the Queries, that this does not ſeem to 
«. be greater than might have been expected under the Mode of Survey, and than 
4 actually has been realized in other Branches of the Exciſe in Scotland.“. 


I have taken a good deal of Pains to examine into all this. And as I think the 


Committee would wiſh to know how it happened, 1ſt, that the Revenue, during the 
firſt Years of Licence, was ſmall, and apparently leſs than it had been under Survey; 


2d. Why for ſome Years it continued low; 3d. Why it has, of late Years, riſen, 
under Licence, far above what it ever was during Survey, &c. ; 4th. What Proba- 
bility there is, as the Exciſe ſay, that the late Increaſe of the Licence Revenue does 
not ſeem to be greater than might have been expected under Survey, and than ac- 


tually bas been realized in other Branches of the Exciſe in Scotland; I ſhall ſlate 


the Reſult of my Enquiries. | . 


The Firſt Point to be aſcertained is, what was the real Amount of the Licence 


Duty, during the Two Firſt Years of the Licence. | 


In Diſt. Rep: 1798. Pa. 385. it is ſaid—* That for near Two Years: after 


e the Licence Act took Effect, ſome of the principal Diſtillers wrought al- 
e moſt entirely for the Engliſh Market. By a fair Calculation there is Reaſon to 


* think that the Amount of Licence Duty on the Stills ſo employed, fell little 


“ ſhort of J. 20,000 for each Year, After this Sum is deducted from the Grofs 
« Amount of Duty, the Remainder will be the true Amount of the Diſtillery 
Licences for the Scotch Market in theſe Two Years. With that Deduction, and 


« the Sum formerly ſtated, (Diſt. Rep. 1798. Pa. 18 5.) as Arrears of the Year preced- 


e ing, the Average Annual Produce of the Lowland Diſtillery Licences for theſe Two 
« Years, amounts only to about £.25,000; and what proves this to be the proper 
Average is, the Produce of the Five ſubſequent Years, when the Diſtillery was 


'« confined moſtly to the Scots Market, as that at a Medium was about 4. 28,000,” 


The Arrears here mentioned were, C. 10, 624. 125. 24 4 (Diſt. Rep. 1798. Pa. 
185.) 3 . : . 


In Diſt. Rep. 1798. Pa. 79. it is ſtated, « that in the Lowlands, in the 


« Year ending $th July 1787, 251 Stills, containing 38,982 Gallons, were li- 


cenſed.“ The Licence Duty was C. 1. 104. per Gallon, which for 38,982 Gal- 

lons amounts to . 58,473 ; from which, I cannot ſee any Thing in the Record 
that authorizes the Deduction of any Sum, for the Survey Arrears of 1786; for in 
3 up the Account of Licence Duty of 1787, the whole Duty for the Gallons 
entered that Year muſt be ſtated, which Duty, it appears, was L. 58,473, inde- 
pendant of the Arrears of 1786; and, in ſo far as I know, Licences were at that 
Time granted for full Years only. 


In the above.quoted Page, I do not ſee any Account of the Number of Gallons 
entered for the Year ending 5th July 17 88, which was the Revenue Year 17883 but in 


Page 185, it is ſtated, © that in that Year the Licence Duty was J. 43,148. 6s, 104.” 
and no Arrears are mentioned for this Year on the Margin. In the Note at the 


Bottom of Page 184, it is ſaid, “ that the Arrears of 1786, which amounted to 
C. 10,624. 125, 24.4, were paid the Year following, or in 1787.” : 
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mitted to England, but for the | 
with Permit. And as for the Arrears, though I cannot ſee any Thing in the Report 


It is ſaid in the Statement, that the Licence Duty on the Stills employed for the 
Engliſh Market, fell little ſhort of {; 20, oo0; and on this Suppoſition, /. 20,000 is 
deducted, Annually, from the Amount of the Duty during the Two Firſt Yearg 
of Licence, In Diſt. Rep. 1798. Pa. 431. there is an official Account given of 
the Quantities of Britiſh made Spirits permitted from Scotland into England in 
theſe Two Years, from which it appears, that the Number of Gallons per- 
mitted during 1787, was 32,267 Gallons, and in 1788, the Number was 86,045, 
which at the then Scotch Survey Duty of 25. 1 d. would have yielded a Revenue 


of L. 12,324. 35. 44. only. 


The Account of Lowland Licence Duty therefore during theſe the Two Firſt 
Years of the Licence, ought, from any Thing that · appears to the contrary on the 
Record, to ſtand thus; | 1 he 1 0 
GBroſs Amount of Licence Duty for 177 - - 63,473 — — 

© Arrears of 1786, paid in 1787 - - - -'- - - 10,624 12 21 
- Groſs Amount of Licence Duty in 1788 - - - - 43,148 6 10 


From which deduct, Duty at 25s. 14. per Gallon, on z 
116,312 Gallons ſent to England - - 12,324 3 4 


F 


The Amount of Lowland Duty in Two Years - - 99,921 15 82 
D: - D* - D' for each Tear 49,960 17 104 


This apparent Difference between the Amount of Licence Duty, as ſtated in 
Diſt. Rep. App. 1798, and that made up from the Facts ſtated in the ſaid Report, 
can, I make no Doubt, be reconciled, for I ſuppoſe that Credit is taken in the 
Account, as ſtated in the ſaid Report, not only for the Spirits that were per- 
Quantity ſuppoſed to be ſent without, as well ag 


that authorizes their Deduction, they certainly have not been deducted without 2 
Juſt Cauſe. | But the Committee will perceive, that from the few Materials I have 
before me, I could not make up the Account otherwiſe than I have done ; and they 


will alſo obſerve, that on this Subject of the Amount both of Survey and Licence 


Duty, more preciſe, diſtinct, and explicit Accounts are wanting. 


Taking therefore the Amount of Licence Duty to have been /. 25,000 only, 
and ſuppoſing that 5,400,000 Gallons were Annually diftilled, the Duty per Gallon 
muſt have been no more than 14 d. or if 3,600,000 Gallons only were diſtilled, the 
Duty could have been no more than 14 d. or if no more than 2,700,000 Gallons were 


_ diſtilled, the Duty per Gallon muſt have been exactly 23 d. 


I it be ſuppoſed that the Licence Duty of C. 1. 105. was calculated to be equal 
to 26. 14. per Gallon of Produce, the Loſs ſuſtained by the Revenue may be gueſlcd 


at as formerly, for £.25,000. is the Duty at 25. 14, on 240,000 Gallons. 


3 —— ** FI es * * 
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| | | 
1+ | Gallons diflilled, |Gallons paying no Duty. Loſs to Revenue, 
| $400,000 5,160,000 C. $37,500 
| 3,600,000 | 3, 360, ooo 350,000 
{  2;700,000 2, 460, %ũ] 256,250 


But 
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But I have always underſtood. that Government, having found that the high 
Survey Duty of 33. 934. , impoſed previous to 1784, injured the Revenue, by 
encouraging illicit Diſtilling and Foreign Smuggling, not only reduced the Duty, 

revious to the Licence Syſtem to 25. 1 d. per Gallon, but that at the Time of 
eſtabliſhing the Licence, they impoſed a Duty on the Gallon of Still much lefs 
than 25. 14., in order to cruſh illicit Diſtilling compleatly. This is confirmed by 
a Paſſage in the Memorial, laid before the Committee, by Mr. Stein, in which it 


. 


js ſtated that, “ as an Experiment jt was intended that the Duty ſhould not be Mr. 5 


« taken too high; and accordingly 30s. on the Gallon of Still was irapoſed, which 
« was eſtimated to be equal to Six Pence on the Gallon of Spirit.“ . r 


If this was the Caſe, as from many Circumſtances I am led to believe it was, then, 
it is perhaps not altogether proper to compare the Syſtem of Survey, under which 
the Duty was 25. 14. per Gallon, with the Licence Syſtem at that Period 
when the Duty was only 64. per Gallon, Let it be allowed that the Amount of 

the Survey Duty, in 1786, was L. 32,000. at 25. 14. per Gallon of Produce. 


of this 


alſo. 


onar is 


Opinion , 
; {3557 3Þ 


Appx. Diſt. 


Rep. 1 798, 


Pa. 210. 


* 


The Rate of the Licence Syſtem when begun, being 64. was leſs than One 


Fourth of that of Survey. If therefore One Fourth of the Sum got under Survey, 
or L. 8,000, was got by Licence, it was as much as could have been reaſonably 
expected. To know therefore the true Value of the Syſtem of Licence, the 
Compariſon ſhould be made between. the Amount of the Survey Duty at 


25. 14, and the Amount of the Licence Duty at 649. multiplied by Four. 


Under the Syſtem of Survey, and allowing that C. 32,000 was levied, the Duty 
of 25. 1 d. was paid for 307,200 Gallons' only. But under the Licence Syſtem, 
and allowing that no more than . 25, ooo was got, if the Duty be ſuppoſed to 

have been 64. per Gallon of Produce, Duty muſt have been paid for One Million of 
Gallons; for which, had the Rate of Licence Duty been equal to that of Survey, 
or 25. 1.4, per Gallon of Produce, a Revenue of /. 104,166. 135. 44, would 
have been got. I will not carry out this Compariſon as far as it might go, nor 
contraſt the examined Account of Survey Duty, from which the Ferrintoſh ſup- 
poſed Duty, and the Highland Five Months Survey Duty were ſtruck out, with the 

Amount of Licence Duty made equal to that of Survey. The Committee may 
conceive what the Reſult would be. But I will aſk, what Proof can be brought 
forward, that during the Firſt Year of Licence, cven 64, was paid per Gallon of 
Produce ? Mr. Taylor's Computation for 1794 may be too high for 1787 ; reduce 
it even below all Bounds of Probability, and ſuppoſe that no more than Two 
Millions of Gallons inſtead of $5,400,000 were diltilled in the Lowlands in 1787, 
the Duty per Gallon of Produce, if £,25,0c0 only was got, would have been no 
more than 34. per Gallon, Yet even this Duty, triling as it is, would have 


yielded, on thoſe 'Two Millions of Gallons, this C. 25,000 ; which ſhews the com- 


parative Value of the Syſtems in a juſt Light; for 3 4, being even leſs than the Eighth 


of 25. 14, had the Licence Duty been equal to the Survey Duty of 24. 1 d. per 
_ Gallon of Produce, the Licence Revenue in 1787 would have been no leſs than 


J. 200,000. 


It may, however, with Reaſon be ſtated, in oppoſition to this Mode of com- 

paring the Amount of Licence and Survey Duties, that the high Survey Rate per 
. Gallon was the Reaſon why ſo little Duty was got; and that if the Survey Duty 
had been no more than 64. per Gallon, there would have been leſs Smuggling; 


This muſt be granted; but if the high Rate of 25. 14. was one Cauſe, why 


ſo little Revenue was got under Survey, is it not a ſtrong Proof that the Duty 


cannot be raiſed ſo high as it ought to be under Survey, without iiumediately 


5 © 


71 


giving 
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giving tiſe ro Smuggling, by which the Revenue, as formerly, will ſuffer? We {han 
ſee whether! that be, in the ſame Degree, the Caſe with the Syſtem of Licence, . 
„ tion 4s $2 A Sree | 1 N „„ 45 „ | 
The Committee will naturally aſk, how it could he poſſible that Government 
Could be fo far miſled as to impoſe ſo low a Licence Duty ? The whole Evidence, 
DHPoth ia the Reports of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and given by the Diſtillers, ex- 
Plains it. The Survey Syſtem had never yielded much Revenue, and Government 
Was taught to believe that a Still, at that Time, could not be wrought or dif. 
. den throughout the Year, more than Four Times a Werk. Yet, though it 
Ps. was known to the Officers of Fxciſe, that a Still could be run Eight Times a Day, 
„or 48 Times inſtead of Four Times a Week, they did not, it would ſecm, inform 
the Board of Exciſe or Government of that; and a Duty was impoſed on the 
- Gallon of Still, equal only to the 42th of what it was known the Trade, accord- 

ang to the Rate of Survey Duty on the Gallon of Preduce, ought to have paid. 


Having thus ſeen that no juſt Idea can be formed of the Value of the Syſtem 
of Licence, if it be judged of by the Revenue got during its Infancy, compared 
with the Revenue got under the Syſtem of Survey matured, we may enquire why, 
for ſome Years, the Revenue diminiſhed under Licence. The Extent of this De- 
-creaſe cannot be ſeen from the Exciſe Statement already examined; for in that 
Statement the Average Amount of. ſeveral Years is noted, but the Revenue got 
in the particular Years is hot marked. The Effect of this is to make the appa- 
rent Amount of ſome Years more than it was in reality, but it conceals the 
prodigious Decreaſe of the Revenue, from £. 58,371; o. 11 d. or deducting Ar- 
rears, £447,746. 85. 844. which was its Amount in 1787, to . 24% 21. 195. 8:4, 
4, 483. its Amount in 1789; and is apt to turn the Attention from the great 
Amount of the firſt Vear altogether; and by fixing it on the Average, ſtated 
as having been . 25,000, lead to the Belief, that becauſe that averaged Sum 
is leſs than the Sum of /. 32,000, ſaid to be got under Survey, therefore the 
Licence Syſtem is leſs beneficial to the Revenue than that of Survey, But as 
the Committee wiſh to enquire impartially into the intrinſic Worth of the diffe- 
rent Syſtems, it becomes of Importance to enquire whether this Decreaſe of the 
Revenue was, as eſſentially, the h ffect of any Defe&t in the Principle of the Licence 
Syſtem, as the getting /. 32,000 only under Survey, inſtead of a much larger 
Sum, was the conſequence of any Defe&t in the Principle of the Syſtem of Survey. 
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Under the Syſtem of Survey every Diſtiller ſmuggled; and if any one could 
ſmuggle more than another, that other might grumble a little, and ſay, that Favours 
were granted to ſome that were denied to him; yet it was generally underſtood 
by the rade, that he had no Right to complain, far leſs to inform. But as ſoon 
as tne Syſtem of Licence was eſtabliſhed, the Bond that united Diftillers together, 
if not broken, was greatly weakened, They became jealous of one another in 
the extreme, and it invariably happened, that when any one made a Diſcovery or 
Improvement, no Matter whether fraudulent or not, that enabled him to do more 
Work with a leſe Entry than his Neigkbours, the Reſt endeavourcy to gain it. If 
they ſucceeded, all was right; but if they did not, they raiſed the Cry of Fraud. 
Nay, 1 am informed, that there have been Inſtances where Diſtillers have invented 
and uſca Devices, which, if not contrary to the Letter of the Law, were in direct 
Oppoſition to its Spirit, and ruinous to the Revenue; and when they found the In- 
vention divulged and uſed by the Trade, they have turned their Attention to fome- 
thing new, and knowing that it would be long before that alſo could become com- 
mon, the” have ſolicited the Board of Exciſe to make a Stretch of Power, and ſup- 
pieis the:Uſe of their former Invention. ON en. - 
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It is generally believed, that immediately after the Licence Syſtem was eſtibliſhed; ner:as of th 
the Diſtillers made great Improvements in their Apparatus, by which they did much Syttem of pure 
more Work with a Still of a given Capacity in a given Time than they had been icence. 
able to do before. That this was tlie Caſe, is true; but it ſhould alſo be re- 
membered, that under Survey, they wrought only when they pleaſed, or when 
they found it convenient, but under Licence they were obliged to work againſt" 
Time; and it ſhould alſo be known, that very ſoon after the Licence Syſtem was | 
eſtabliſhed, they began to enlarge the Pipe that led from the Head to the Worm, 
in which Pipe they had a very ſimple Contrivance, by which the Liquor that boiled 
up from the Still, into this enormous Pipe, was prevented from getting on to the 
Worm; ſo that while they paid Duty for a ſmall Still only, they enjoyed the Benefit 
of a large One; and, had they not quarrelled among themſelves, it is doubtful 
whether Pipes of this Kind might not have been in uſe ſtill. „5 
It is not then to be wondered at that the Revenue very ſoon began to decreaſe 
after the Licence Syſtem began; but this, inſtead of proving. that the Principle of 
the Syſtem is bad, only ſhows that thoſe entruſted with the Collection of the Re- 
venue, either could not or would not fee how the Principle of the Syſtem was abuſed 
in Practice. It may be ſaid, that as ſoon as it came to be known that Practices in- 
Jurious to the Revenue were carried on, or that the Rate of Duty had been Bs 
diminiſhed, Intimation thereof was communicated to the Legiſlature, and ſucl 
Practices were by a new Law declared to be illegal, or the Rate of Duty was raiſed, 
I doubt it not; but in the mean Time, Fortunes, inadequate to the Capitals employ- 
ed in the Trade, were amaſſzd at the Expence of the Revenue, while the Country 
was kept conſtantly deluged with cheap Whiſkey, That, it is ſaid, is the great Evil 
with which the Licence Syſtem has been all along attended ; the Price of Spirits 
never could be raiſed, becauſe there were always ſome Diſtillers who could work _ 
faſter and for leſs Expence than their Neighbours ; and as they kept down the 
Market, the Duty never could be raiſed above what the Generality of the Trade 
could bear, But can any Thing prove, in a more ſatisfactory Manner, that in car- 
rying the Syſtem of Licence into Effect, it ſeems not to have been known or re- 
membered, that under no Syſtem of Licence can the Revenue be ſafe, except all 
in the Trade be put as ſpeedily as may be, and kept as nearly as can be, on an equal 
Footing. It was thought enough if the Revenue could be protected againſt Fraud; 
as for defending it againſt Ingenuity, by putting all the Trade on a Par, when pro- 
poſed, and it is but of late that it was propoſed, it was treated as a Chimera. But 
the Committee, I truſt, are convinced, that the Meaſure is not only neceſſary under a 
Syſtem of Licence, but that it is practicable, nay, that it will very ſoon be accom- 
pliſhed. And if the Revenve, while left to bencfit ſolely by that gradual Increaſe 
of Ability to pay a high Duty, which the low Diffuſion of divulged Improvements — 
has communicated to all in the Trade, was in 1797 L. 138,696. 145. 644. and Apps. Dü. 
in the Half Year ending th January 1798, no leis than / 115,869. 25. 34 6. 7 ea, 
there is almoſt a Certainty ? 26 next Year, when the Trade will be almoſt oma 
Par, the Revenue will get almoſt all the Duty which the Manufacturer can afford 
to give, | „„ „„ oy = | | 5 
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Ath. But it is ſaid in the Report of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe of laſt Year, that 
* this Increaſe of Duty under Licence ſince the Year 1793, does not ſeem to be greater 
© than might have been expected under the Mode of Suryey, and than actually has 
been realized in other Branches of the Exciſe in Scotland,” As the Branches of 
Exciſe under Survey, in which this Increaſe has taken place, are not ſpecifi:d, I have 
not had it in my Power to inquire whether it has been, occaſioned by a faithful 
Collection of the Duties, or by an Extenſion of the Manuſactures; nor indeed does 

he Inquiry ſeem to be very neceſſary ; for as it is not ſaid, that the Revenue under 
Suryey would be greater than it has been under Licence, there can be little _ 
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Preſent Syſtem 
hy which /. 54 
is levied per 
Gallon of Stil 
31. per Gallon 
of Produce, 


| Its DefeAs, | 
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from their Obſervation of what has taken place under the preſent mixed Syſtem af 


2 


1 


4. SYSTEM or LICENCE AND SURVEY. __ 


This mixed Syſtem, whatever its Effects may have been on the Revenue, has 
faved many Diſtillers from Ruin. pf 
while ſome under the then Licence Duty of J. 54. per Gallon of Still, were paying 
at the Rate of from 15. to 15. 6 d., others were paying not more than 8 4. per 
17 755 of Produce. Had the Licence Duty been raiſed to /. 108, the Duty would 


have been only 15. 54. to thoſe who could work faſt, while to thoſe who wrought - 


Now it would have been from 25. to 25. 6d. per Gallon diſtilled, which would in 


a very ſhort Time have driven them from the Trade; but by continving the 
Licence Duty at J. 54., and impoſing a Survey Duty of 1.5. per Gallon of Produce; 


the Duty to the dexterous Diſtiller was raifed to 1.5. 84 d.; by which the Diſtance 
between him and the leis dextrous Diſtiller was leſſened. During the Courſe of the 
Year, little or no Increaſe in the Rapidity of working took. Place, among thoſe 
who wrovght fait ; but thoſe who were working flow, at tlie Time the Law paſſed, 
made rapid Advances, It would have been all very well had they done nothing 
more; but the Returns from the Officers of Exciſe clearly ſnew, that while almoſt 
all the faſt working Diſtillers accounted for (as is ſuppoſed) all the Malt and 


Barley and Spirits they diſtilled, the low working Diſtillers ſmuggled as much as 


they could. Some of them were better zcquainted with this Trade than with 
Diſtilling; for it would appear that they got only Three Gallons of Spirits from 
the Boll; nay, the Exciſe Report ſhews, that no more than One Gallon was got, 


at One Work in che Highlands, from the Boll; in other Words, that all the Reſt 


was ſmuggled, Thoſe however, who underſtood this Buſineſs beſt, took Care that 
the Account'of their Lengths, as they call them, or of the Quantity of Spirit got 
from the Boll, ſhould not be at Variance with the Account of the Bolls they 


_ Aiſtilled, for. they ſmuggled their Grain alſo. And to ſuch an Extent has the Fraud 


been carried, that I believe I may venture to ſay, that on an Average, the Survey 
Duty has not been paid for more than One Half the Number of Gallons, which 
were diſtilled laſt Year in Scotland. C8 Had 
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Such was the State of the Trade laſt Year, that 
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Had this Syſtem produced no other Effect than having thus ſhewn that the 
Srotch Diſtillery Revenue cannot be collected by Survey, it would have been valu- 


able ; but it muſt be confeſſed, that it has been a very expenſive Experiment, and 


if any Thing could compenſate for the Loſs it has occaſioned to the Revenue, it 
would be that this mixed Syſtem has prevented the Ruin of many Diſtillers, and 


kept the Trade from falling into the Hands of a fer, 


S SYSTEM OF LICENCE GUARD ED BY SURVEY. - 


From what has been ſaid, the Committee will ſee, that the Syſtem of Licence 
is, of all others, the beſt adapted to the Nature of the Manufacture in queſtion, 
and the moſt ſecure for the Revenue. It will, I am perſuaded, alſo be 1een, that 

till the Power of the Still, the Quantum of Produce, and the Amount of the neceſ- 

ſary Expence of Manufacture, be more accurately aſcertained, the Revenue cannot 
be truſted to Licence alone. It is likewiſe, I think, apparent, that it is of the greateſt 

Importance that the Trade be put as ſpeedily, and kept as nearly as poſſible, upon 

an equal Footing. The Committee will fee, that a very remarkable Revolution has 

taken place among the. Diſtillers ſince Spring 1798, and that with a very little 

Pains they may now. be put upon a Par; and with regard to keeping them nearly 
ſo, it will be eaſy. To ſay that no Diſtiller ſhall, in future, make any, Improve - 

ment, would be impolitic and unjuſt; but to ſay. that every Improvement ſhall, 
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Pure Licence 
incompatib'e 
with the pre- 
ſent State of 

the Trades, 


| a fair and valuable Conſideration, be made mmon to the Trade, is impe 4 | 
f b « impe 


 riouſly demanded by the Intereſt of the Revenue, and the Good of Society. If 


this be not done, the Price of Whiſkey never can be raiſed ſo high, that the Happi- 


neſs of the lower Orders of Society ſhall not be hurt by its Abuſe, nor will Go- 


vernment get, from every Diſtiller, as much Duty as he can afford to pay. 


The Circumſtance that will, moſt ſpeedily and eſfectually, place all the Diſtillers 
on an equal Footing is, to enact, as the Diſtillers themſelves requeſt, that all Stills 
ſhall, in future, be made according to one Model; and that their internal Apparatus 
ſhall be ſimilar both in Shape and Place. The Trade, at their Meeting laſt 


Winter at Falkirk, were of Opinion, that it would be expedient that a Model of i 
2 Still ſhould be recommended; and a Committee was appointed to fix on that 


Model. The Improvements which have been made, ſince that Time, rendered ic 
difficult for that Committee to fix on a Model, becauſe the full Effects of the 
new Stills were not known. In a General Meeting of the Trade, at Edinburgh, 
they again expreſs their Willingneſs either to work with Stills, conſtructed after 
a Model, or not, as the Legiſlature chuſes; and have no Ohjecttions that all Stills 
ſnould be of 40 Gallons Capacity, including the Head; or that Diſtillers ſhould 
have the Liberty of working with Stills of 40 or 70 Gallons. There are many 
and ſtrong 0 Reaſons why. Stills, as ſmall as 30 Gallons, ſhould. be allowed; the 
Committee will ſce that many Diſtillers will find it very difficult to manage a 40 
Gallon Still; for the, Capital required to carry on Buſineſs, under the new Duty, will 


be great; and I am decidedly of Opinion, that the Trade will not all beon an 
qual Footing, if, at the ſame Duty per Gallon, ſome uſe 40 Gallon and others 
70 Gallon, Stills; for as many Men are required to attend a 40 Gallon as 2 Jo, _ 


Gallon Still, e. 
The Committee will alſo perceive from the Account already given, which might 
have bi en made more full and particular had it been neceſſary, that in order to pre- 
vent Frauds, by increaſing the Capacity of the Still, without paying Duty for that 
Inctraſe, the Pipe, that comes of — the Head to the Worm, ſhould deſcend at 
an Angle of 45˙ that no Pipes, but the Charge and Diſcharge Pipes, ſhould 
be allowed to communicate with the Still; and in a particular Manner, that 
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To make the 
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cence efficient 
the Trade muft 
be put on a Par 
in orking.· 5 
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there ſhould be no Pipe of Communication between the Still and the Pipe that 
conveys the Steam to the Worm, nor any other Pipe, by which Steam or Liquor 
can paſs from the Still, but by the Head and Pipe deſcending at an Angle of 45 
It has been hitherto ſuppoſed, that the Revenue only had an Intereſt in ſeeing 
that no Frauds were committed; and accordingly, both under Survey and Licence, 
none but Exciſe Officers had a Right to enter and inſpe& the Works of Diſtillers, 
But I ſubmit it to the Committee, whether every Diſtiller in the Trade has not a 
greater Intereſt that no Fraud ſhall be committed by his Neighbour, than the 


Revenue poſſibly can have. If the Revenue be defrauded, the Public muſt: bear 


the Loſs, for the Deficiency muſt be made up by the Public; but if a Diſtiller be 
underſold by his fraudulent Neighbour, he has no Reſource left, but in defrauding 
the Revenue alſo; which, whatever it may be to his Neighbour, may neither be 
convenient nor ſafe to him, I will venture to ſay, that if licenſed Diſtillers be 
permitted thus to enter any Diſtillery, there will be fewer Frauds, and more atten- 
tive and faithful Exciſe Officers. %%% 8 


I 1 has too long been the Caſe, that Exciſe Officers gazed at what they could not 


underſtand, and the Reports before the Committee ſhow, that they have but too fre- 
quently overlooked what any Diſtiller could fee. The Eye of One Diſtiller, will ſee 
more than many Exciſe Officers are able to perceive. It may be ſuppoſed that Diſtil- 
lers, inſtead of informing againſt thoſe who commit Frauds, may imitate the Frauds 
they have Teen, I think it not improbable that they will, at Times, do ſo. But 
the Committee muſt perceive, that in proportion as the Fraud ſpreads, the Chances 
of Detection extend. And as the Imitator is more culpable than the Inventor, 


becauſes he abuſes the Confidence repoſed in him, and the Privilege granted him 


by the Law, he ſhould be puniſhed with more Severity than the Inventor, It muſt 


8 give Pleaſure to the Committee to obſerve, from the Memorial preſented by the 


iſtillers, that the Diſtillers themſelves are now ſo much convinced, that it is their 
Intereſt that the Revenue be protected, that they have not only ſolicited to have 


the Privilege of aſſiſting in protecting it, by doing which they are protecting them- 


ſelves, but they have offered to ſubject themſelves to a new and unheard of Puniſh- 


ment, if convicted of Fraud, as may be ſeen by looking at the 14th Article 
of their Memorial, where it is ſaid, © Reſolved, that if a Diſtiller or Diſtillers 


„ ſhall make any Alteration not authorized by Government, in the Form of the 


% Apparatus, he, ſhe, or they uſe, or ſhall increaſe the Capacity of the Still, or 
„ Steam Pipe, without entering and paying Duty for the ſame Increaſe, ſuch Diſ- 
4 tiller or Diſtillers ſhall pay Duty for ſuch increaſed Capacity, back to the Beginning 


« of his, her, or their Licence, and ſhall be fined in the Sum of l. according 
«to the Capacity of the Still; they ſhall forfeit his, her, or their Licence, and the 


Work, in which fuch Fraud has been committed, ſhall be ſnut up for Twelve 


« Months.” 


The next Thing to the making every Diſtiller the Guardian of his own Intereſt, | 
as well as of that of the Revenue, is to break that Combination in fraud, which 


has hitherto ſubſiſted among Diſtillers and their Servants, If a Diſtiller do 23 
wrong, he has nothing to fear from any Informer; but if he be committing Fraud, 


it is the Intereſt of the Trade as well as of the Revenue that he ſuffer, And fo 


müch are the Diſtillers convinced, that neither Coſt nor Pains ſhould be ſpared, 
to procure Information and enſure Detection, that many of them wiſh that a F und, 


One Half to be furniſhed by Government, and the other by the Trade, were eſta- 


\bliſhed to procure Information; and all of them, as the Committee will ſee in the 
ſame Memorial, Reſolution 31ſt, wiſh, © that any Perſon or Perſons, Workmen 
, or others, detected and convicted of aiding or abetting Licenſed Diftiliers in the 
«© "Commiſſion of Frauds, knowing them to be Frauds, ſhall be e be 
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„Months in the Gaol or Houſe of Correction, and any Diſtiller employing 


« ſaid Perſon thereafter, knowing this, ſhall be fined according to the Capacity of 
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That it is not without Reaſon that the Diſtillers complain, in that Memorial, ' | 

that the Puniſhments inflicted by the Exciſe Laws, have never born a juſt Propor- og” 

tion to the Offence, It may be true that the Intention to commit a Fraud con- 
ſtitutes the Crime of the Offence.z but in many Inſtances the Diſtiller has offended 

through Ignorance z and it is manifeſtly unjuſt to puniſh the Proprietor of a ſmall. 

Still, whoſe Entry limits his Power of doing Miſchief, as ſeverely as the Proprietor 

of a large Work. They have therefore humbly repreſented to the Committee, Funitmente | 

that the Ends of Juſtice would be more fully FRY ane if all Penalties were mad 7 | 

to bear ſome Proportion to the Size of the Still. 


They have alſo long experienced the Inconveniences of the Uncertainty and the 
Delays, that have hitherto prevailed, in getting Exciſe Cauſes brought to Judgment, 
If II be not miſinformed, the Number of Proſecutions now pending is great, and 
ſome of them of very long ſtanding. The Conſequence has been, that the Diſtiller, 
lulled into Security by this Delay, has been, but too often, led to the Commiſſion 
of a new Offence, in the Perſuaſion that he was not to be puniſhed for the Firſt. 
The Manner alſo in which theſe Trials are carried on, before the Court of ED 
Exchequer is expenſive and haraſſing in the extreme. The Diftillers ſay, that Exciſe Cauſes 
it is ſuppoſed they ſhould know when their Cauſes are to come on, becauſe the wee go 15 
Day of Trial has been announced by a Program on the Door of the Court. If , nie tw” 
the Diſtiller has not an Agent there, . how can he known this. But it more fre- chequer Court, 


quently. happens, that when he does get Notice of it, and leaves his Buſineſs to We 


attend, he and his Witneſſes find, when they arrive, that the Cauſe cannot come on. 
Such Delay is a ſevere Puniſhment in itſelf. Many Diſtillers have informed me, that 
rather than encounter the Delays and multiplied Expences of a Trial, they have al- 
lowed Sentence to paſs againſt them by Default, in Caſes where they thought they 
had committed no Offence, They wiſh therefore for prompt and ſpeedy Juſtice, and 
| moſt heartily concur in the Idea, lately thrown out by the Right Honourable 
Chairman of the Committee, that Exciſe Cauſes ſhould be tried in a ſummary 
Manner by Circuit Barons of the Exchequer, and a Jury; or if this Meaſure 
cannot at preſent be adopted, they wegen that it would be uſeful, both to them and 
7 Revenue, were Exciſe Cauſes tried, in the Firſt Inſtance, by the Sheriff and a 
— eo i e EE BG OE 


5 


$ 


It appears alſo to he reaſonable, that the Diſtillery ſhould have the ſame Power 
of looking after the Exciſe Officers, that the Exciſe Officers have of looking 
after them. Equity and Juſtice, as well as the evident Intereſt . of the Re- 
venue and the Trade, demand this; and without it the other Regulations will be 
nugatory and vexatious, The Diſtillers, who may be fuppoſed to be acquainted Diftillers al» 
wich this Matter, ſay, in their 28th, 29th, and goth Reſolutions, “that, as under w_m 
the Syſtem of Licence, the Number of Exciſe Officers may ultimately be di- lent or oeghi- 
miniſhed, it would be a prudent Meaſure to increaſe the Salaries of. thoſe employed _— 
at the Diſtilleries; and certainly it would tend much to ſecure the Revenue, if aid Count. 
every Exciſe Officer convicted of Neglect of Duty were diſmiſſed the Service; 

and if every Exciſe Officer convicted of conniving with, or favouring or ſcreening 
from Detection and Proſecution the fraudulent Practices of any Diſtiller or 
DMs were, on Conviction, rendered incapable of holding any Office under the 


lam perſuaded that 1 take the Senſe of the informed and thinking Part of the 

Trade along with me, when I ſtate, that there are Three Points in which, under the 

enſuing Law, there muſt be, for the Good of the Trade and the FOE of the 
| — Kevenue, 
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Revenue, a Survey. The Firſt is on the Capacity of the Still; che Second, on 
the Malt and Raw Grain uſed; and the Third, on the Quantity of Spirit produced. 
Jam perſuaded that the Trade fee they are not ſafe, except there be a Survey on 
the Capacity of the Still; and when they conſider how impoſſible it- will be for: 
Government ta one them, if there be not a Survey on the Quantity of 
Produce, they will moſt earneſtly concur with Mr. Stein who has ſolicited ſuch a 


: 


£ 


The Committee will ſee that this Survey is as much for the Intereſt of the 
Revenve as of the Trade; and though the Trade, no dovbt, would wiſh to pay 
even more than enough, to get rid of the manifold Vexations of Survey, yet they 
muſt, on ſerious Reflection, perceive, as will be more fully explained when illicit 
Diſtilling and Foreign Smuggling come to be conſidered; that without this Survey 
on Stock, Government cannot guard them againſt the illicit Diſtiller or the 
Foreign Smuggler; but that this Survey, if attended to by themſelves, and if they 
keep the Exciſe Officers, in every Department, to their Duty, is their Sheet 


by keeping the Trade on a Par, the Survey of Grain is at preſent very neceſſaryß. 
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i, will ſee that I have been led by the Facts I have had it in my 
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| Before the Licence Syſtem was eſtabliſhed, illegal Diſtilling was carried on, in the 
| ds, to a great Extent ; but after that Syſtem took Effe 

found it difficult to eſcape the Vigilance of the licenſed Diſtillers, whatever they 
ight. have done with regard to the, Exciſe. It is in Evidence, that the Exciſe 
Officers were not always ſo active as they might have been in the Suppreſſion of 
illicit Diſtillery ; it is likewiſe known, that during the Period they were allowed a Share 
of the Seizures they made, ſome of them regulated Matters ſo with the Diſtillet, 
that he could well afford to give them. a Seizure from Time to Time, which led to 
. the Regulation that took from the Exciſe this ſeeming Reward for Attention, but 
d for Breach of Truſt; nay, ſo far was this unprincipled Connivance 


ect, unlicenſed Diſtillers 


+ 
5 +8 
R * 


with 


with the illicit Diſtiller carried, as appears from the Evidence, that at leaſt One 
of the Exciſe Officers was diſcovered to be a Partner, in Trade, with an illicit 
Diſtiller. And the Appendix to that Report is crowded with Evidence both from 
the licenſed Diſtillers and the Excife, that when illicit Diftillers were brought before 
the Juſtices of the Peace, in too many Inſtances they were diſmiſſed without 
Puniſhment, or the legal Fine was ſo much mitigated, that with all the Appearance 
of legal Protection, the licenſed Diſtiller and the Revenue were defrauded with Im- 
punity. In the Highlands, previous to the Introduction of the Licence Syſtem, 
this illegal Trade was carried on in ſo many Places, and the Revenue got was fo 


got was of ſo much Value ro Government, as to compenſate for the Reſentment 


the Exciſe and the illicit Diſtiller has imperceptibly encouraged and increaſed, - 


by illicit diſtilling, never-would have been known, even to the Exciſe, had not the 
threatened Scarcity of Grain in 1795, made Government judge it expedient to 
-prohibit diſtilling, for a Time, At that Period every Man found it his Intereſt 
to give to the Prohibition, full Effect; and while the Exertions of the Juſtices of 


Exciſe came to be known, 
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ſmall, that after paying the Charges of Collection, it is doubtful whether the Revenue 


7 


Arps. Diſk, 
Rep. 1798, 


Exciſe Survey unavoidably raiſed, the Depravatjon of Morals illicit. diſtilling pro- 
duced, and the gradual Alienation of loyal Affection which the Struggles between 


The Committee know from the parole Evidence that came before them laſt Year, 
and the written Evidence now before them, that illicit Smuggling increaſed, during 
the Syſtem of pure Licence, in proportion as the Rate of Licence Duty was 
raiſed; and perhaps the Extent to which the Revenue under Licence was defrauded . 


Appx. Dif, 
Rep. 1798, 
Þ» 185, | 


the Peace were exemplary, the Attention, the Information, and the Zeal of the 


Illicit diſtilling, ſince the Prohibition was removed, when the Duty was 
raiſed to C. 54, and more eſpecially ſince the 1s, Survey Duty was added, has 
increaſed, in proportion to the Temptation which the increaſed Duty held out; and 
I have not heard of many very remarkable Exertions on the Part of the Exciſe Of- 


| ficers to check it, nor indeed can it reaſonably be expected. By the preſent Law, 


the Lowland Diſtrict, near Stirling, a licenſed Diſtiller, who had prevailed on the 


of an unlicenſed Diſtillery in his Neighbourhood, was waylaid on ay Home, 

and, as the Memorial tranſmitted by the Diſtillers to the Committee lately on this 
Tranſaction ſtates, “ he was cut and mangled in a moſt ſhocking and dangerous 
„ Manner „ > - - 


Theſe Things being premiſed, it comes to be a Matter of ſerious Enquiry, how 


illicit diſtilling can be prevented. The exfeing high Duty will increaſe the Temper: 
tion to diſtil without Licence, and any Diſtiſler, whether licenſed or not, can diſtil 


_ Prevention of illicit diſtilling, deſerve Attention ? 


an'Exciſe Officer has a fixed Salary, on which he can ſcarcely live; if he endeavour. 
to ſeize an unlicenſed Still, &c. he is certaia to be put to Trouble and Expence, or 
perhaps to get maimed, and, if my Information be juſt, he gets no Reward, The 
Committee will not, therefore, be ſurprized to learn that Exciſemen do not like to 
look after illicit Diſtillers. In one Pariſh in the Middle Diſtrict J learn, from Au- 
thority on which I can depend, that there is One licenſed Diſtiller, and Twelve un- 
licenſed Diſtillers. On the Water of Amon, in Perthſhire, there are many; and in 


Exciſe Officers to accompany him to demoliſh, as the Law allows, the Apparatus 


faſt; which, by the way, ſhews the Impolicy of all Attempts to make licenſed Diſ- 
tillers work ſlow. It makes no Difference now, nor, after all that has been ſaid on 
the Subject, will it ever make any Difference to the Majority of the Conſumers, 
whether the Spirit produced be diſtilled faſt or low, Spirits now will be diſtilled 
rapidly, and will be ſold and drunk as at preſent, whatever Laws be made to the 
contrary. This being the real State of the Caſe, do the following Hints, for tie 
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iſt, Render it difficult for any unlicenſed Diſtiller to get a Still made or mended, 
by making it dangerous for any Copperſmith, Tinker, &c. to work for him, I do 
not ſee how, under any Syſtem, the Revenue can be ſafe, if every Worker in Metals 
be allowed to make Stills. Still-makers ſhould have and pay for a Licence, 
though not a heavy one, to make Stills; and a heavy Penalty ſhould be laid on 


| thoſe who make or mend Stills without a Licence. This will throw the Whole of 


the Trade of unlicenſed Still-making ultimately into the Hands of Tinkers and 
People of no Capital, and deſperate Fortune. 8 vagrant People can pay no 
Fine; but Society will be the happier, if they be put into the Houſe of Correc- 


S 


tion, or ſent anywhere clſe where they can do leſs Harm. 5 | 


In order to carry this Meaſure of Precaution into Effect, every Still ſhould not 
only be gauged and ſtampt by the Exciſe, but the Maker's Name and its Number, 
with the Name and Place of Abode of the Buyer, ſhould be feat to the Collector of 
the Diſtrift, and regiſtered by him, which Regiſter ſhould be open to the Inſpection 
of all concerned, that it may be in the Power of the licenſed Diſtiller to enquire and 
aſcertain when and to whom that Still has been ſent, and where it actually is, 


It will alſo be neceſſary, that all old Stills be broke up, as ſoon-as they are judged 


by the licenſed Diſtiller and the Exciſe Officer to be unfit for uſe, If they be 


fit for uſe, they ſhould be repaired immediately and uſed ; for the Revenue cannot 


be ſafe when the Means of evading it lie ready to tempt the Diſtiller to evade the 
Law, by exceeding or being allowed to exceed his Entry. It may allo be prudent 


to forbid the Importation of Stills, under a heavy Penalty, elſe the foregoing Pre- 
cautions will be of little uſe, e 1 


2d, Prevent the unlicenſed Diſtiller from getting Malt or Barley, by making 


it dangerous for any to ſell to him. A poor Highlander has been known to ſteep 


his Grain in a Sack in the River, and malt it on a Rock; but from ſuch a Diſtiller, 


the Revenue has nothing to fear. If, however, there be a Malt Barn in the 


Neighbourhood, it may ſuffer as it is doing now. It is at preſent the Practice in 


the Middle and Highland Diſtrifts to bring down Whiſkey inte the Lowland 
Diſtrict, and carry back Malt. And there is one Diſtiller near Stirling, who informs 


me, that the unlicenſed Diſtillers in the Highland Diſtrict, about Aberfoil, buy 
the Malt from Maltmen in his Neighbourhood, and give 45s. or 54. more for it, 
per Boll, than he can afford ta give. The unlicenſed Diſtiller is in general poor, 


and cannot afford to make Malt for himſelf, His Power of carrying on Trade 


would be greatly diminiſhed, were a Fine to be levied, upon Conviction, from all, 
Whether Maltſters or others, who fold Malt or Grain to unlicenſed Diſtillers, 
knowing them to be ſuch ; and to render it the more difficult to evade the Law, 
it has been ſuggeſted, that no Maltſter ſhould be allowed to ſend Malt from his 


Stock without a Perinit ; and that neither he nor Farmers may plead Ignorance 
ol whois or who is not a licenſed Diſtiller, a Liſt of all the licenſed Diftillers ſhould 


be pubhſhed, and affixcd to the Kirk Doors, or at other Places of public Reſort, 


- 3d. Render it difficult for the unlicenſed Diſtiller to diſtill, by making it dan- 
gerous for any, knowing him to be an unlicenſed Diſtiller, to allow him to ſettle 
or remain in cheir Houſes, or on their Lands, and impoſſible for him to remain 


long, if he ſettle by Stealth. It was lately the Law, that the Proprietor of an 


Eſtate was held liable to Penalty, if an unlicenſed Diſtiller was detected, diſtilling - 
on his Eſtate, This was juſtly complained of, as making Country Gentlemen Ex- 
ciſe Off cers- But no Country Gentleman, who conſiders the Subject with Atten- 


tion, and reflec; that the more unlicenſed diſtilling there is in the Country, the 


fewer Stills will be licenſed, and that of courſe the leſs Revenue will be got, and the 
more of the public Burthens he muſt bear, but will ſee, that to allow an unlicenſed _ 
Dililler zo live on his Eſtate, is very little different from giving a * 

f „ elter 
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Shelter in his Houſe. Nor can he ſeriouſiy think it hard, if any one, who know- 
ingly does ſo, ſhould be held liable to a Fine. The Tenant who diſtills without 

A Licence, ſhould forfeit his Leaſe, if the Landlord chuſe ; and the Tenant on whoſe 
Premiſſes an unlicenſed Diſtiller ſettles, or remains with the Knowledge of the Te- 
nant, or if it can be proved, that he has diſtilled on the Premiſſes for a certain 
Time, whether the Tenant knew of him or not, ſuch Tenant ſhould, on Conviction, 
pe held liable to a Fine, and, if the Proprietor chuſe, to the Loſs of his Leaſe. 


But it may be ſaid, how can theſe Regulations be made effectual? How can it 
be proved, that either the Proprietor or Tenant knew that the Diſtiller had ſettled or 
remained on their Premiſſes, previous to his being detected there, and proſecuted by 
the Exciſe ? This leads me to hint at a Regulation, novel indeed, but without 
Which I imagine former Regulations have done little good. It is to allow the un- 
licenſed Diſtiller to lead a Proof againſt the Proprietor and Tenant of the Premiſſes, 
and if he either ſhew that they knew he diſtilled there, and had not informed 
againſt him, or that he had diſtilled there during the full Time ſpecified by Law, as 
rendering the Poſſeſſor of the Premiſſes liable to a Penalty, then let his Fine be 
mitigated, in proportion to the Amount of the Fine paid by the ty and. 
Tenant, If this Regulation be adopted, the Exciſe will, in a very ſhort Time, find 
themſelves in poſſeſſion of Information againſt every unlicenſed Diſtiller; and if that 


Information be followed up by ſpeedy Proſecution, before the Sheriff or Circuit 


Exchequer Court; and if Nop-appearance be held as a full Proof of Guilt, and 


if Confiſcation of Property, &c. to the Amount of the Fine follow, an unlicenſed. 


Diſtiller will, in a very ſhort Time, be looked upon as a dangerous rather than as a 
defirable Neighbour, | FFF 


th. Make it the Intereſt of none to ſerve him. 


The Hiſtory of diſtilling ſhews, that neither a fraudulent licenſed Diſtiller, nor an 
unlicenſed Diſtiller, can carry on Trade, except thoſe about him pleaſe to, permit 
it. But the Revenue and the licenſed Diſtillers have it in their Power to make it, 
in the firſt place, the Intereſt of thoſe about an unlicenſed Diſtillery to ſerve the 
Public, rather than the unlicenſed Diſtiller ; they can reward them, if they inform 
againſt the unlicenſed Diſtiller; and the Fund for rewarding Informers ſhould give 

more for Information againſt unlicenſed than licenſed Diſtillers, And in the ſecond 
place, they can puniſh them, if detected in aiding or abetting the unlicenſed Diſ- 
I e | „„ . 
Allow thoſe convicted of aiding and aſſiſting the unlicenſed Diſtiller, by diſtilling 
for him, or conveying Grain or Malt, or Still Machinery to him, or in carrying his 
Whiſkey to Market, to lead a Proof againſt thoſe who ſupply him wich Stills, 
Grain, or Malt, or who buy Whiſkey or Grains from him, or who allow him to 
ſettle on their Premiſſes, or permit him to remain there, and mitigate the F ines of 
thoſe aiding and abetting, in proportion to the Amount of Penalties recovered by 
their Means from thoſe chey bring forward to Juſtice. N . 


5th. Make it the Intereſt of all to detect him. | 
_ Unlicenſed Diſtillers will retire, as indeed they have in general already done, to 
Glens, and unfrequented and inacceſſible Parts of the Country; but if proper Re- 
wards be held out and punctually paid to Detectors, and if by uniform Secreſy 


they be ſcreened from Revenge, no unlicenſed Diſtiller will be able to work for any 
Length of Time without Detection. phi 


th. Puniſh thoſe who buy from him. 


Many Regulations have been made to render it difficult for the unlicenced _ 
Diſtiller to find a Market for his ſinuggled Whiſkey, Some of theſe have bern 
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too ſevere; and all of them could be eaſily evaded. Would a Regulation, like the 
following, have the Effect of convincing the Public that buying ſmuggled Whiſkey 


is a Crime ? 1ſt. Impoſe a Fine on all convicted of the Offence. It has been 
found when theſe Fines were high, Juries were averſe to put the Law in Execution ; 

perhaps a Fine of {.1. would not be too much for every Gallon ſo bought; One 
Half for every Gallon bought might be given to the Informer, the other might form 
Part of the Fund for procuring Information.— ad. Allow the unlicenced Diſtiller 
himſelf to inform againſt thoſe that may have bought from him. 


It would not be proper to give any Part of the Fine to the informing unlicenſed 


Diſtiller. It will be enough, if the Penalty he has incurred by diſtilling contrary 


to Law, be remitted, in proportion to the Amount of Fines, recovered from 


thoſe who have bought from him or other ſmuggling Diſtillers like him. The 


Committee will alſo, in all Probability, think it prudent to ſubject the Stocks of 
Spirit Dealers and Publicans to a regular and rigid Survey, and force them to 
give an Account, not only of the Quantitics of Spirits they may have on Hand, 
but of the Diſtillers or Dealers of whom they were bought, that a regular and 


| Tpeedy Enquiry may be made. And in order to give Effect to this Check to un- 


licenſed diſtilling, Weekly Returns ſhould be made by the Officers, to the Super- 
viſors or Collectors, of the Additions made to, or that have been taken from the 
Stock of Dealers and Publicans; and it ſhould be a Part of the Duty of the 
Superviſor or Colle&or to compare ſuch Accounts, with the Account of Permits 
granted to licenſed Diſtillers, for Spirits ſent to ſuch Dealers and Publicans; that, 
in every Caſe, where the Diſtiller's Account of Permits does not correſpond with the 
Spirit Dealer and Publican's Account of Stock and Permits, a ſpeedy Enquiry may 
be inſtituted. The Conſequences of this Regulation will, I think, be iſt. that no 


private Individual, to fave a few Pence on a Gallon of ſmuggled Whiſkey, will chuſe | 


to run the Riſk, even at a diſtant Period, of being informed againſt by the 
Smuggler, and brought to Puniſhment and Shame. 2dly. It will moſt certainly, 

in a very ſhort Time, prevent Spirit Dealers and Publicans from buying ſmuggled 
Spirits; for the Puniſhment, of the very firſt Offence, ought not to be leſs than 
Loſs of Licence, a heavy Fine, and the being declared unworthy to be truſted with 
ſuch a Licence in future. 3dly. It will procure to Government Information con- 


cerning the Quantity of Spirits conſumed in the Country. 


It may be ſaid, an Odium attaches to informing ; but in this Caſe no Odium can 
attach; for thoſe who will in al! Probability inform agamſt Diſtillers will be, 1ſt. Ex- 
ciſe Officers, whoſe Buſineſs and Duty it is to detect unlicenſed Diſtillers. And 1 


fee no Reaſon why they ſhould not be rewarded for every Detection they make, if 


It lead to Conviction. 2d. Licenſed Diſtillers, who of all others are moſt deeply 
concerned, that illegal Diftillers be detected. 3d. Aiders and Abettors, who will 
inform to eſcape Puniſhment. 4th. Tenants and Proprietors of Houſes or Lands, 
who for their own Sake will inform; and perhaps, as in other Caſes, a few Buyers. 
In all Probability, no Proprietor of the Premiſſes on which the unlicenſed Diſtiller 
ſettles, will take any Reward for the Information he may be obliged, for his own 
Security, to give; nor ſhould any Diſtiller take any Reward either. But, in every 
Caſe, the Amount of the Sum, due for the Information given, ſhould be taken from 
the Fine paid, and added to the Hund for rewarding Inventions uſeful to the Diſtiller, 


or Information-concerning diſtilling, uſeful to the Revenue, 


7thly. Puaiſh him when detected. 


It is no eaſy Matter however to find out, after ſo many Attempts have failed, 


how the unlicenſed Diſtiller can be effectually and yet not too ſeverely puniſhed. 


Will the following Circuniſtances throw any Liglt on this Subject, which, at 
Preſent, is of much more Importance than ever it was before ? 
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If the Syſtem of Licence be eſtabliſhed, the licenſed Diſtiller has offered to 
ſubmit to the Loſs of his Licence, if he be convicted of exceeding his Entry. 
The unlicenſed Diſtiller has no Licence to loſe. Will it be a Puniſhment too 
ſevere, if he be ſubjected to loſe his diſtilling Utenſils, and Stock of Malt and 
Spirits, which have been forfeited by every former Law? This would not put the 
Majority of unlicenſed Diſtillers on a Par wich the leaſt licenſed Diſtiller, under 


/ 


the enſuing Law. 


The licenſed Diſtillers have alſo propoſed, that if a licenſed Diſtiller be convicted 
of enlarging his Entry, contrary to Law, his Works ſhall be ſhut up for a Year, 
The Loſs, which this muſt occaſion, can only be eſtimated by thoſe who know how. 
much Money is now ſunk in the neceſſary Buildings and Utenſils of a licenſed 
Diſtillery ; the Grain that muſt be kept on Hand; the Cattle that may be in the 
Stalls; the Difficulty of getting back again into the occupied Market, &c. The 
Diſtillery of moſt unlicenſed Diſtillers is of very little Value ; they have little or 
no Stock of Grain on Hand, for fear of Seizure, and unfortunately they have not 
found it difficult, hitherto, to find a Market at any Time, Would it then be hard 
if their Diſtilleries were pulled down? : | 1 


The licenſed Diſtiller has, moreover, come forward and offered to pay (if he 
be convicted of exceeding his Entry) Duty, back to the Time of his having begun 
to defraud the Revenue by ſuch Increaſe of the Size of his Still. What Compen- 
fation can the unlicenſed Diſtiller make equivalent to this, if it be not that his 
Property be held liable for the Duties, which he ſhould have paid from the Com- 
mencement of his illicit diſtilling; and that theſe Duties be eſtimated at the Rate 
that he would have paid, according to the Capacity of his Still, had he been a licenſed 
Diſtiller ?- --; | nj 7 7 


The licenſed Diſtiller has likewiſe agreed to pay a heavy Fine, proportioned 
to his Entry, if he be detected in committing Fraud by exceeding his Entry. The 
unlicenſed Diſtiller cannot ſurely complain, if he be made to pay a ſimilar Fine, in 
proportion to the Capacity of his Still alſo. e | 


Theſe Conditions, which, at firſt Sight, appear to be hard, were ſuggeſted to the 
licenſed Diſtillers in their Meeting at Falkirk; they conſidered them with Attention, 
and ſaw them to be juſt to the Revenue, and for the Intereſt of the Trade; and 
they propoſed them in the Reſolutions tranſmitted to the Committee. And the 
more I reflect on them, and on the frank Manner in which they have been brought 
forward, the more am I convinced, that the licenſed Diſtillers now merit the At- 
tention, and deſerve the Care and Protection of Government, And I beg Leave 
to ſubmit it to the Conſideration of the Committee, whether it be equitable or 
juſt, that the licenſed Diſtiller, who pays a heavy Duty to Government, ought to 
be viewed by Government in the ſame Light with the unlicenſed Diſtiller, who 
pays no Duty at all. In Juſtice, certainly, to the licenſed Diſtiller, ſetting the 
Revenue out of the queſtion, an additional Fine ſhould be levied on the unlicenſed 
Diſtiller, for the very Act of diſtilling without a Licence; which brings this Buſineſs 
to the following Concluſion, viz. That the unlicenſed Diſtiller ſhould, on Convic- 
tion, loſe his diſtilling Utenſils, and Stock in Trade; have his Diſtillery pulled down 
He liable for the Duties of which he has defrauded Government, and pay for having 
diſtilled without a Licence, a Fine, at leaſt double that payable by the licenſed 
Diſtiller, for having enlarged his Entry contrary to Law, 


But though it may be very eaſy to ſee what the Puniſhment of unlicenſed diſ- 

tilling ought to be, it has hitherto been found difficult to bring unlicenſed Diſtillers 
10 Puniſhment, Thoſe who have engaged in unlicenſed diſtilling, of late, in the 
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Property, and impoſſible for him to remain long concealed, if he ſettle by Stealth: 


the War, the Smuggler has found it almoſt impoſſible to eſcape the numerous 
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Lowlands, have, in ſo far as my Information extends, been People of daring Dif. 
itions or deſperate Fortunes, From the Complaint on the Table made by Mr. 
Caſſells, Diſtiller, near Stirling, the Committee will ſee, that the unlicenſed Diſ- 
tillers, like Outlaws, reſiſt the Officers of Exciſe; and that, like Banditti, when 
intermeddled with by the licenſed Diſtillers, they take a moſt mercileſs Revenge. 
It is not to be expected, that Exciſe Officers, whoſe Salaries are but ſmall, ſhould 
riſk their Lives in detecting and apprehending unlicenſed Diſtillers, if they are to 
receive no Reward; nor is it juſt that the licenſed Diſtiller, who has a Right to 
expect to be protected by Government, ſhould be reduced to the Neceſſity of pro. 
tecting himſelf, by aiding the Exciſe Officer; and by doing ſo, expoſe himſelf to 
the Fury of ſuch a Mob, as unlicenſed Diſtillers, in general, can eaſily and ſpeedily 
raiſe ; or, which is harder ſtill, be reduced to live in fear of Aſſaſſination. 
T perſuade myſelf, that when theſe Things are conſidered, and when it is remem- 
bered that the fair Trader will not be able to-pay the enſuing Duty, if unlicenſed 
diſtilling, which is now carried on in ſome Places to an Extent of which the Com. 
mittee have no Idea, be not compleatly ſuppreſſed, the Neceſſity that Government 
ſhould encourage the Exciſe Officers to exert themſelves, by rewarding them in 
ee to the Service they do, and by furniſhing them not only with Authority, 
ut Power to put the Law in Execution, will be ſcen. Which leads me to ſtate, 
that if a few unlicenſed Diſtillers; were judiciouſly ſingled out, in different Parts 
of the Country, and come upon, much about the ſame Time, by the Officers of 
Exciſe, aided by a Military Force, their Diſtillerics &c. deſtroyed, themſelves 
handcuffed and led off to Gaol, there to he, if they could not find Bail to the full 
Amount of the Penalty, till the next Exchequer Circuit; and if Attempts to 
deforce were repelled vigorouſly by Force, and Deforcers conſidered by Law as 
unlicenſed Diſtillers; and if Servants, and all aiding and abetring, were held ame- 
nable, as ſtated above, to the Law, a Panick would not only be (truck into the whole 
Tribe, but the moral Feelings of the Public, which at preſent are on this Point rather 
dull, and do not ſeem to be ſenſible that defrauding the Revenue is any Offence, 
would become wonderfully acute, and, in a very ſhort Time, unlicenſed diſtilling 
would be looked upon as a Crime. A | 


Io ſum up the Whole of what, on this Subject, has been ſaid : If 1ſt, it be ren- 
dered difficult for the unlicenſed Diſtiller to get a Still made or mended, by making 
it dangerous for any Copperſmith, Tinker, or others, to work for him: If 2d, 
he be prevented from getting Malt or Grain, by making it a Riſk for any Maltſter, 
Farmer, or others, to ſell to him: If 3d, it be made difficult for him to get a 
Place to diſtill in, by making it dangerous for any to allow him to ſettle on their 


If. 4th, it be made the Intereſt of none to ſerve him: If 5th, it be made the In- 
tereſt of many to detect him: If 6th, it be made dangerous for any to buy from him: 
If 7th, the Exciſe Officers be puniſhed if they know of him, and do not bring him 
to Juſtice: It 8th, his Puniſhment be mitigated in proportion to the Penalties 
recovered from thoſe againſt whom he informs: And if gth, the Puniſhment be 
prompt and certain by an Exchequer Circuit, I am diſpoſed to think that, in 2 
very ſhort Pune, unlicenſed diſtitling will give the Revenue and the Trade very 
litcle Trouble. | 1 FE | 


FOREIGN SMUGGLING. 
On this Subject, the Reports of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe are ample and 
minute 3 ſhewing, not only the Extent to which this illicit Trade was carried, be- 


fore the War, but that it had been methodized into a regular Syſtem. During 


armed 


3 
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armed Veſſels with which the Coaſt has been guarded, and may be ſaid o have 


given up the Trade. But when Peace returns, he will begin it again; and the 
Diftilters, afraid that the high Duty will encourage him to proſecute it with Vigour, 
are very anxious that Government ſhould know, that all the Meaſures, hitherto 
adopted for their Protection, have been found to be ineffeftual. It is the Opinion 
of the Diſtillers and Exciſe Officers I have converſed with on the Subject, that 
the Coaſt being extenſive, the Creeks numerous, the Diſtance between Holland 
and Scotland ſhort, and the Nights, in Winter, long and dark, Foreign Smuggling 
will never be prevented by Revenue Cutters and Exciſe Officers, except the Syſtem, 
recommended for the Suppreſſion of fraudulent and unlicenſed diſtilling, be applied 
to Foreign Smuggling alſo. 1 os | 


The Foreign Smuggler cannot be made to ſuffer, by a Loſs of Licence, like the 
fraudulent licenſed Diſtiller. In Juſtice, therefore, to the licenſed Diſtiller, the 
Foreign Smuggler ſhould, not only as the licenſed Diſtiller offers to do, forfeit the 
ſmuggled Goods ſeized, but pay a Fine, equivalent to the average Loſs ſuſtained 
by the licenſed Diſtiller, when detected in committing Fraud by exceeding his 


Plan for 

checking Fo» 
, reign Smug» - 

gling. 


Entry. That Loſs, compoſed of Loſs of Licence, Loſs by Wort and Waſh on 


Hand, by Cattle on Hand, by Intereſt of Money ſunk in Works ſhut up for a 


Year ; and by the Fine he offers to pay, in addition to all, cannot be eſtimated at 


leſs than L. 2,000, on a Still of 4o Gallons, The Penalty, therefore, to which 


the Foreign Smuggler ſhould be held liable, ought not to be leſs. But as the - 


Crime of introducing Foreign Spirits into this Country, contrary to Law, is greater 
than that of exceeding Entry under I.icence, the Foreign Smuggler's Fine ſhould 
be great in proportion. It ſhould not be leſs than /. 3,000, This may, no Doubt, 


appear to be a Fine too great for the Offence ; but when it is conſidered, that it 


is no more than putting the licenſed Diſtiller and the Foreign Smuggler on an equal 
Footing, it muſt be ſeen to be juſt. And if it be the Intereſt of the Country, and 
of the Revenue, that all the Corn Spirits, uſed in Britain, ſhould be made in Britain, 
the Penalty of ſmuggling Foreign Spirits ſhould be more than that of either 

ſraudulent diſtilling or unlicenſed diſtilling, IF Un 


This Principle being conſidered as fixed, the next Point is to determine who 


ſhall be confidered, by the Law, as a Smuggler, and who as an Aider and Abettor 
of Smugeling. 1ſt. People living Abroad, fend Spirits to this Country, not com- 
miſſioned by any Perſon in this Country. In that Caſe, thoſe to whom they con- 
ſign” the Spirits, or thoſe who buy them, knowing them to be ſmuggled, ought to 


be held as the Smuggler. 2d. People in this Country import Foreign Spirits, 


When that can be proved, they certainly muſt be conſidered as Smugglers, and 
the Captain and the Crew are only Aiders and Abettors of Smuggling. 3d. The 
Captain and Crew of the Veſſel are ſometimes the Proprietors of the Spirits, and 


are, of courſe, the Smugglers. Or, 4th. The Captain or the Crew, or both, have 
Shares in the Adventure, and are Smugglers. . | 


In the firſt Caſe, all that can be done is, to confiſcate the Veſſel and Goods, 
and to hold the Captain and Crew as Aiders and Abettors, and liable to a Fine, 
conjunctly and ſeverally, proportioned to their Rank and Pay, equal, for Rea- 
ſons hereafter to be given, to not Ic than Half the Penalty of the Smuggler. 


But it deſerves to be conſidered, whether it be conſiſtent with the Law of 
Nations, and the Law of the Land, to hold the other Property, which the 
Smuggler, in this Caſe, may have in the Country at the Time, or at to 


future Time, as ſeizable for Payment of the Fine for this ſmuggling Tranſ- 


action; and if ſo, then the Principle of the Syſtem can be brought into Action, 


which is to allow the aiding and abetting Captain and Crew to arreſt ſuch Pro- 
Perty, and in proportion to the Amount of the Fine got by the Sale of ſuch Pro- 
hs Ew | | perty - 
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the Scope of this Argument; but if it be proved, that he knew the Spirits to be 


n N 2 * a my * 1 
2 5 , 8 r 
Ay +7 of ame SO” e 2 1 r i 1 non pn 4 
9 bo 


*' I TR. 


—— 


J Ste A er n 2 _—_ * 4 b * _—_ : * * S 4 3 N 7 * * 9 a „eee * Pa wand We * . FS”; " = 4 * * * 2 _ l B * 

— . s 3 $ A. HIRE: n > aaa ks x" q 8 8 1 Cog I A - 3 2 = 2 oh, — Tm we = ! = 1 
VET i WOW CORPORATE. 9, 5 ts et We = | 
8 # o 2 . 1 * 1 6 24 N 2 a> 10 -\ 2 3 n 5 1 + hey os OW « 7 
* 2 e 4 TE g r A | —— = * IR lis)... hoy: 7 . 2 4 8 | — 

3 I i 2 4 ou Od EC - SE - ö N Woe, 0 3 4 +. 
- Re. h LW 2 * 0 : or 1 1 * I 
8 wr, 1 W Ns - * 5 = - - — — © e 5 J 


e 7 
E Wi% „ N een 4 8 ore td 
8 ws e J 0 , = 
21. — N wu ——— 8 
* 2 er n PR ann 22285 Ss « 


b 8 


R q * 0 N | * 
3 . — 7 8 * i 1 
8 7 4 1 2 x 1 
- * ud , oo 8 6% F wy . Wy EN RN 
2 > Sw; 2 a at N am i, (= os Wi * * n 
ere , wp — a my TED > 
» TV A — 4 2 - 1 


1 Complaint 
of*the Middle 
Diftri& Diſ- 


<a — be — 
7 
2 Wan i : a 11, = — 
1 8 * on 1 N "AX ed 22 1 * n 5 5 
"hs : : __ _ n Heng ; | FW n * * 3 4 wb 5 ” 
a - 2 
" * ä nr * — 5 - \ — — Ren” Me... ox; omg — r — 


5 7 l . a. Vans” ae = C 
— 22 2 A 
= & * "x wo. >. 


rr 1 £ * 8 4 
. 8 * 
» 


A rae, 
RRR 


2 


4 


a” APPENDIX (M,) 


perty, let their Fine be mitigated, This, if it be conſiſtent with' the Law of Na. 
tions, will powerfully deter the Foreigner from exporting Spirits to this Country, 
It is but too true, however, that while Spirits are manufactured almoſt Duty free 
Abroad, and a heavy Duty impoſed on the Manufacture here, the Foreigner vill 
run the Riſk of ſending Spirits here, and by keeping free from any other commer. 
cial Tranſactions with this Country, may have nothing to fear, but the Seizure of 
his Goods in their Tranſit to Market. To narrow that Market, therefore, is the 
next and moſt important Object. If none would buy, none would ſend to this 
Country contraband Spirits; the Buyer is, therefore, as great an Enemy to the Re- 
venue and the licenſed Diſtiller, as he who ſends ſuch Goods; and it would tend 
greatly to diminiſh the Traffick, if the Buyer of Foreign ſmuggled Spirits were 
looked upon, by the Law, as having the ſame Relation to the Foreign Smuggler 
who ſends, and his People who bring the Goods, as the Reſetter has to the Thief, 
It ſurely need not be ſtated, that he who buys ſmuggled Spirits, not knowing or 
believing, or having Cauſe to believe them to be ſmuggled, does not come within 


ſmuggled Spirits, he is an Evader of the Impoſt, and ſhould be fined in the Sum of 
F ſor every Gallon which he buys; and if the Fine of the detected and 
convicted Smuggler were mitigated in proportion to the Amount of the Fines re- 
covered from the Buyer, and vice ver/a, all Confidence between the Smuggler and 
Buyer would be deſtroyed. ok Ls — 


And now the Committee will ſee how wide the Poſſibility of Detection extends, 
The ſmuggled Goods being ſeized and confiſcated, the Captain and Crew being im- 
priſoned, and held liable for Half the Penalty for Foreign Smuggling, and all who 
help to unload the Veſſel, or who convey the Spirits to Places of Concealment, or who 
give them Concealment, being conſidered as Aiders and Abettors of Foreign Smug- 
gling, and liable, like the Captain and Crew, to a Penalty equal to Half that de- 
clared by Law to be the Fine for ſmuggling Foreign Spirits; and the Fine being 
diminiſhed to them in proportion to the Diſcoveries they make, leading to the Pu- 
niſhment of the Smuggler or Buyer, it will be impoſſible, in a very ſhort Time, 
for any Smuggler to eſcape Detection. - A few Pounds, properly applied, will pro- 
cure Information and Proof, againſt ſome one or other that has been, engaged in the 
Tranſaction, and he will lead to the Diſcovery of others, till the Whole be known. 
An Example or two of uſeful Severity would convince all, that Government can 
protect the licenſed Diſtiller, and that the Smuggler can neither ſhun Detection nor 
- evade Puniſhment. „„ 5 | 


It will be unneceſſary to trace out the Application of the above Principle to the 
other Three Caſes, for it applies equally to them all; and I am perſuaded, that 
when the Plan, of which this can only be conſidered as the rude Outline, ſhall be re- 
duced more into Method by Practice, it will be found both eaſy and effectual. 


7 3 _ * reer - | 2 5 r 
2 Mes od bs > N. Cn > > 1 II * a ifs ru onst tft 5.29 a 5 * 
* + ay pen IOW SE e 8 CO Bee SI. od N EST] 5 

3 G ; 7 2" £ 72 FF „ —?Lvu., ] ͤ!k—— ̃ . ]%⅛ͤ !! — ns „ AIDES : £ 
SAN N * 9 5 © js | a Ab EL ns Ee eo ML TEE lugs GO r v7 , 
2 125 p I prog Fn 8 Ihe. ; <SE RS 12222 . 1 5 2 „ 4 — : 7 

* * . 5 ” 7 ics * AS * X. DS, 4 Ys; — * — N » » 8 * — A 4 * 22222 LE wy - ng * - * = * 1 * 1 * * * 2 4 
3 ͤ ns J6́—ꝛ777 ²˙ ˙m‚1˙˙Ü ' r˙iÄ⁵²˙ʃrꝛõ˙1—¹ä.-. Ends tn ts 9 6 * * — | : 
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1 made a Tour through that Part of the Middle Diſtrict which lies Weſt from 
Perth; had I gone to the more Northern Parts of this Diſtrict, it would not have 
been in my Power to have viſited any of the Highland Diſtrict. 


Thoſe Diſtillers I did viſit, in the Middle Diſtrict, complained to me, 1ſt. That 
the Coal Fuel they uſed was dearer to them than it was to the Lowland Diſtillers. 
The Lowland Diſtillers, on the Eaſt Side of the Iſland, dry their Malt with Char- 
coal, imported from Newcaſtle, which is expenſive ; or, like thole in the Weſt, 
they uſe a Kind of Coal, called Blind Coal, which is dearcr than * er 
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becauſe it is Tearce, and lies at a great Diſtance from moſt of the Diſtilleries ; others 


uſe the Cinders of their Still Furnaces for drying their Malt, The Diſtillers,” in 
the moſt Parts of the Middle Diſtrict, dry their Malt with Peat. Coal was the 


Fuel uſed for diſtilling at all the Works viſued in the Middle Diſtriccſcce. 


Let it however be ſuppoſed, that Coal, as has hitherto been imagined, is 4 more Price of Coal 
convenient and proper Fuel than Pear for a Diſtillery Furnace; and that Coal is dear in the Middle 
I _ | 


in the Middle Diſtrict, in proportion to the Diſtance it has to be we” po it may 
be very caſily aſcertained how much leſs Duty the Midland Diſtiller ſhobld pay than 
the Lowland Diſtiller, to put them both on a Par in point of Expence. I do not 


ind ſufficient Data in the written Evidence I have peruſed, to enable me te ſay 


hat the Amount of this Deduction ſhould be; but in the Courſe of the enſuing 


Summer, I ſhall endeavour to procure an exact Account of the average Expence 


of Coal, at the different Diſtilleries in Scotland; and till this be got, I can only 
fay, that · I have received, from different Places, contradictory Accounts of the Price, 


both of Pear and Coal. Mr. Paterſon, a Diſtiller at Callender of Monteith, in 


the Middle Diſtrict, writes me, that a Ton of Coal, brought from Bannockburn 
and laid down at his Diſtillery, coſts him . 1. 2s. Mr. Caſfils, a Lowland 


& 


Diſtiller, in the Pariſh of Kippen, 12 Miles Weſt from Stirling, ſays, „ That Appe. Din. = 
Rep, 1798 | 
Page 47%» SH 
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ec while he diſtilled in the Highland Diſtrict he had Five Loads of Coals laid 
« down at his Door for 7s. 6d. equal to about 64. per Cwt, a Load weighs 


e ing from between 300 to 400 Weight; and that they could be laid down 


at the Port of Montieth, which is in the Middle Diſtri, for the ſame Terms; 
cc and in his Opinion at Callender of Monteith for 95. the Five Loads, which 
ee js little more than 10s. per Ton.” As Mr. Millar lives in the Neighbour- 
hood of -Bannockburn, I requeſted he would make Enquiry concerning this, 


and he informed me that the People who carry the Coals to Callender, told him 
they fold them at Callender for 8d. per Ct., which is 13s. 4d. per Ton. I be. 


lieve the average Price of Coals, at the different Diſtilleries in the Lowlands, is 
very near 125, per Ton. The Committee will therefore ſee that this Matter muſt 
be more ſtrictly enquired into. There is one Thing however which appears to 
mee to be very odd, the Counties of Dumfries and Selkirk might, with equal Juſtice, 

claim an Abatement/ of Duty, for they are as unfavourably ſituated for Coal as any 


Part of the Middle -Diftri& poſſibly can be, yet the Duty in theſe Counties is the 


ſame as in the reſt of the Lowlands. 


It remains to be aſcertained, whether Peat can be'uſed, with as much Conveniency 
as Coal, for a Diſtillery. And if it can be ſhewn that Diſtilation' can be carried on 
as well with Peat as with Coal, the Midland Piſtiller cannot expect any Abatement 
of Duty, except he prove that Peat is more expenſive than Coal. In the Report 


given laſt Year, by Mr. Sorbet, of the Experiments made by him at the Deſire the Apps. Dic. 


Board of Exciſe, in order to aſcertain whether a Still could be wrought as faſt with 
Peat as with Coal Fuel, there is the following Sentence: © Your Honours will 
© obſerve, that the Charges wrought off by Peat, are bet as quickly performed 
« as thoſe where Coal are uſed. And I am fully convince | 

© equally ſo, had the Peat been of fo good a Quality as thoſe generally uſed in 
« the Highlands, and had the Men who wrought the Stills bern accuſtomed to 
« uſe that Kind of Fuel. It may therefore, he adds, be laid down as a Matter 
* of abſolvre Certainty, that with good Peat, with Men accuſtomed to uſe them, 
“ and perhaps with ſome ſmall Difference in the Conſtruction of the Furnace, a 
Still may be wrought off as ſoon, and to as great Advantage in every Reſpect 
© with Peat, as with the beſt Coal the Country can produce,” © 


Rep, 179% 


Page 19. 


Dittillery. 


5 1 was: preſent for ſome Time while theſe Experiments were going on, and had 
an Opportunity to ſee it proved by . an that the Furnace, which was 2 85 


4 


they would have been Power of Pest 
as Fuel fora: 


* 
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2 are Kind, and fitted up for burning Coal, was by no Means adapted to 


Common Fur- the burning of Peat-; for Mr. M Nair, who was conducting the Work, was obliged 
naces not fitted tg, open the Door very frequently, and to keep it open ſometimes for a. conſiderable 


to burn Peat 
exconomically . 


» 


Time while he was ſtirring and mending the Fire. I gave to Mr. Thomſon, the 
Proprietor of the Work, before J left the Diſtillery, a rude Sketch of the King 


of Furnace I conceived proper for Peat, (vide Fig. 4.) Perhaps the Words, « ſome 


Rep. 1798, 
Page 192, 


« ſmall Difference in the Conſtruction of the Furnace,” may refer. to that Sketch, 
and to the Explanation given of it at the Time, But I am diſpoſed to think that 
my Ideas were not fully underſtood ; for 1 find the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, in 
their Anſwer to the Queries that were circulated laſt Year by the Committee, 
ſay, © A good deal, it is probable, muſt depend on the Conſtruction of the 
& Furnace, ſo as to apply the Heat to every Part of the Surface in the moſt eaſy 
te and expeditious Mode, It has been ſtated, that by a Furnace ſo conſtructed as 
« to apply the heat above inftead of belozv, a more rapid Diſtillation can be effected 


& by Peat, than in the uſual Way by Coal Fires.” And at the Bottom of Page 


193. it is ſtated ; © Notice was taken of an Idea ſuggeſted by Profeſſor Jeffray, 


% of Glaſgow, of a Furnace to be uſed with Peat, on a totally new Conſtruction, 


L 


e the Fire being applied from above, inſtead of from below.” It is to be re- 
gretted, that the Board of Exciſe did not write to me before they drew up their 


155 Report; for I would have frankly and explicitly explained to them, that I never 


Advantages of 


Peat burnt in 


u proper Fur- 
nace. 


* 


-_ 


ropoſed to apply the Heat above but, below the Still, for Reaſons, which in a 
ormer Part of this Paper, have been fully explained; and that I never did expect 
that a more rapid Diſtillation could be carried on by Peat, than in the uſual Way 
by Coal Fires. It was my Meaning then, as it is now, however it may have been 
underſtood, that Diſtillation may be carried on as ſpeedily by Peat as by Coal. 

I have now to add, that Peat, as a Fuel for a Diſtillery Furnace, wants ſome of 
the Inconveniences of moſt Kinds of Coal. In almoſt all Coal, as has already been 
ſtated, there is Matter, which, by ſtrong Heat, turns into Slag or coarſe Glaſs, and ad- 
heres to the Bars of the Grate, and interrupts the free Paſſage. of the Air through the 
Grate, and of courſe through the Fuel, diminiſhing the. Combuſtion ; which obliges 
the Diſtiller frequently to ſtop diſtilling, that the Grate may be trimmed. But Peat 
contains no ſuch Matter. It burns to a fine Powder, which, in a Furnace where 
the Air deſcends through the Grate, will be carried downwards into the Aſh Pit. 
And here I may ſtate an Advantage of the Furnace recommended to the Atten- 
tion of the Diſtillers; viz. That while, in the common Furnace, the Heat of the 
Embers, that drop down from the, Grate into the Aſh Pit, is moſtly diſſipated and loſt ; 
in this Furnace it is carefully , preſerved. Nay, the Embers being drawn back- 
wards beneath the Still, and a little Air being admitted to rife up through them, 


they are burnt, in the Aſh Pit, to Powder; fo that neither the Heat they contained 
when they fell, nor the Heat they are capable of generating by the Decompaſi- 
tion of the Air allowed to enter, is loſt; in other Words, Fuel will be ſaved, 


 Fxpence of 
Pent as a Diſ- 
tillery Fuel not 
Known. 


Nor ſhould 1 omit to ſtate, that though the Experiments. of Mr. Corbet bave 
ſhewn, that a Still may be wrought nearly as faſt with Peat as with Coal, though 


that Peat be burnt in a Furnace not adapted for 1 Pear œconomically, they 
lead to no Concluſion with regard to the compatative, 


xpence of uſing Peat and 
Coal, as Fuel at a Diſtillery ; for there is nothing ſaid, in the Account given o 
the Experiments, concerning the Quantity of Coal and Peat uſed. But whatever 
be the Quantity of Heat which Peat can raiſe, every one, who has obſerved Peat 


burning, knows that it emits much more Flame chan is emitted by Coal, This 


Flame, in a common Furnace, is driven back ſrom under the circular Bottom 
of the Still, with a Force proportioned to its Bulk and the Air admitted, and, 


_ riſing with great Velocity through the Chimney, is loſt. -, Whereas, if no Air en- 
tered. the Flue, but what ,paſſed through the burning Fuel, the Flame would be 


* 


Allowed 


1 


1 


AEP END WW © 


allowed to come into contact with the Bottom of the Still; and, if that Bottom, 
inſtead of being circular, were long and narrow, the Flame in travelling from the 
Grate along the Bottom of the Still to the Chimney, would, comparatively ſpeak - 
ing, be obliged to reſt long in contact with the Still. Till therefore Experiments 
be made with Pear, burnt in ſuch a Furnaee, and under ſuch a Still, and the Quan- 
tity noted, no Idea can be formed of the comparative Expence of Coal 10 nh | 
as Fuel for a Diſtillery, © ee , 9 Ore OW ULÞ 
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It is ſtated, © That only a certain Degree of Heat is required for diſtilling and that Appx. Din. 


e by no Means a high one. If, therefore, that Degree is produced and properly regu- 25 NE . 


« lated, the Purpoſe of Fuel is fully attained, Pear is capable of producing a muc 
greater Degree of Heat than is neceſſary in Diſtillation ; therefore there can be no 
'« Advantage of uſing a Fuel which is capable of producing a ſtill higher Degree.“ 
I will make no Obſervations on this Statement, nor on the Account given of foul 
Running, &c. which follows; but proceed to ſtate a few Experiments which were 
made lately, in order to aſcertain what Degree of Heat Peat can in reality raiſe, _ 


Silverſmiths, in Scotland, ſmelt Silver and Gold with Peat, not becauſe Peat Experiment 
aicertain the 


raiſes more Heat than Coal, but becauſe Coal contains Gaſes which injure theſe Peer uf Pant 


Metals, to'fuſe which a ſtrong Heat is not indeed required. 
Some Pieces of Braſs were put into a Crucible, which was placed among Peats, 
in a common Forge. Mr. Crighton, who is one of our moſt ingenious Blackſmiths, 
fuperintended the Experiment, and found no ſmall Difficulty in keeping the Pears 
down, and in conta& with the Crucible; for, as the Fire was urged by a Blaſt 
below, the Air raiſed the Peats up. Yet, in a very ſhort Time, the green Flame 
began to appear, the ſure Sign/that the Braſs was ee, to melt; and in a little 
thereafter, when the Crucible was removed, the Braſs was poured out liquid. 


We next proceeded to try the Effects of Peat on Caſt Metal. The Bars of the 
SGrates, in Diſtillery Furnaces, are in general made of Caſt Iron: They ſometimes 
melt by the Heat raiſed by Coal, but not often. I therefore thought, that if the 
Heat of Peat could melt Caſt Iron, it was as great as the Diſtiller would chuſe it 
to be. Some Pieces of Caſt Iron were cares put into another Crucible, 
which was buried among the burning Peats as before, and when it was removed, 
ſome of the Pieces, that were on that Side of the Crucible that was next the cold 
Blaſt of Air, were only ſo far fuſed as to adhere together; the ſharp Edges of others 
were melted, but the greateſt Part of what had been on the other Side, and more in 
contact with the Fuel, was melted, and falling to the Bottom, formed, when cooled, 


1 roundiſh flattened Button-like Maſs, ; 


Tinkers, when they cannot get Coal, ſmelt the Caſt Iron, of which they make 
ſmoothing Irons, & c. with Peat; and avoid the Inconvenience we experienced 


ſrom the Air raiſing the Peats up, for they dig a Hole in the Earth, and place their 


Crucible in it, ſurrounded and covered with Peats, and fixing their Bellows above, 
they ſend the Blaſt down through the Peats, applying them to the Metal to be 
melted. In other Words, they do what I propoſe ſhould be done, in the Furnance 
to be uſed at a Diſtillery, where Peat is the Fuel. But if Peat can fuſe Caſt Iron, 
It-muſt emit a Heat, which (in a Furnace where no cold Air is permitted to come 
in contact with the Bars of the Grate) the Diſtiller will, I am afraid, 15 1 
than he would wiſh; not by * heating the Still too much, and inſtead of di 


_ © making it throw off boiling Liquor; but becauſe it can and may fuſe the Caſt 


We 
x * 


lng, 


5 as a Fuel, 


Can Peat be 
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by ſoft ſpongy Peat, but found that though we could eafily raiſe a white Heat, the 
Iron never threw off any of thoſe Corruſcations which are the-uſual Marks of the 
Welding Heat, and ſhew that the Iron is in a State of-Combuſtion.. I am informed, 
by Letters received from Galloway, that the Blackſmichs, in that Part of Scotland, 
ſelect the hardeſt blackeſt Peats, which, after being charred, they uſe as Forge 
Fuel, for raiſing a welding Heat. I ſuppoſe it is not unknown to ſome of che 
Members of the Committee, that the ſame Thing is done in many Parts of the 
Highlands; and I am perſuaded, the Committee will ſee, that if any Diſtyler, in fu- 
fttutre, ſay he cannot diſtil ſo faſt with Pear as with Coal, it is his own Fault. = 


of the Middle Diſtrict, as much of this Kind of Fuel as a Diſtillery will require. It 

is the firſt Object of the Lowland Diitiller, to ſer his Work down in a Situation 
where he can get Coal in Abundance; it ought to be the Study of the Diſtiller, in 

thoſe Parts of the Country where Peat is the Fuel, to place his . Diſtillery in a Si- 
to complain. 

Quantity of Peats dried as a Diſtillery will need. Some Progreſs has already been 
made in contriving a Machine for compreſſing Peats, immediately after they are 
more convenient and durable, but a more portable Fuel. 
Tbis is the Sum of the Information I-can give at preſent, with Ref ad: to the 
"Complaint made by the Diſtillers in the Middle Diſtrict, concerning the E 

Fuel. In thoſe Parts of the Diſtrict J have ſeen, Coal is not much more ex- 

may be in thoſe Parts of it where Coal is ſcarce and dear, I cannot tell; but if in 


Renfrewſhire, where, owing to the Multitude of great Manufactories, the Price of 
Labour is high, the Farmers near Peat Moſſes uſe Peat Fuel, though in the Neigh- 


where Peats may be ſcarce, but I ſhould as ſoon expect a Lowland Diſtiller to ſer 


Time, not by the ſame Bulk or Weight of Coal and Peat, but by a Quantity of 


common Furnace, both the Still and the Furnace ſhould be conſtructed for Peat 


inferior in Quality to the Grain in the Lowlands. There has been ſo much ſaid 


about the Inferiority ol the Price of ſuch Grain, and the Cheapneſs of Labour, 


* 


We next tried vat · Degree of 'Heat-could be communicated/to malleable Irol 


It has however been alledged, that it will be difficult to procure, in many Parts 


tuation where Peat can be got in Abundance ; if he neglect this, he has no Right 
It has alſo been ſaid, that in rainy Summers it will be impoſſible to get ſuch a 


dug. by which the Moiſture will be ſqueezed out from them, and the Time of their 
drying ſhortened; they will alſo be reduced greatly in Bulk, and rendered not only a 


«pence of 
penſive than at ſome Diſtilleries in the Lowlands. What the Expence of Peat 


bourhood of cheap Coal, I cannot ſuppoſe Peat can be more expenſive. than Coal, 
in any Part of the Middle Diſtrict, There may be ſome Parts of the Country 


down his Work in a Place where there is no Water, as that a Diſtiller, who de- 
p on Peat Fuel, would ſet down his Diſtillery at a Diſtance from a Peat Moſs. 

for do I think any Idea can be formed of the comparative Expence of Coal and 
Peat as Fuel, from any caſual Obſervations that may hitherto. have been made, in 
any Part of the Country where Coal is dear, and Peat the common Fuel of the 
Country; for, in that Caſe, Coal being a Rarity is-uſed with QEconomy, and the 
Peat with Waſte. The only Way in which this Point can be determined, is to 
aſcertain, by accurate Experiment, how much Water can be evaporated in a given 


each, equal in Value; and inſtead of burning the Peat in an open Ingle, or in a 
Fuel. In that Caſe, I think it more than probable, that the Expence of Peat will 
not be much, if any more than that of Coal; but were it to be Ten Times more, that 
would not warrant the preſent Difference between the Rate of Duty in the Middle 
and Lowland Diſtricts, . 1 5 
The Second Complaint I heard was, that the Grain of the Middle Diſtrict was 
concerning the Inferiority of Grain in the Northern Parts of Scotland, and ſo little 


* 


chat 


3 


000 OF 
that 1 could have wiſhed it had been in my Power to have laid before the Com- 


alſo the Reſult of Trials made to aſcertain how much Meal, and how many Gallons 
of Spirits, theſe different Kinds of Grain would produce per Boll; together with 
an Account of the Price of Labour. Till ſuch an Inveſtigation be made, it will 
be impoſſible to judge how far this Complaint is juſt. 


* 


mittee, an Account of the Average Quantities of good and inferior Grain, Annu- 
ally produced in the different Counties of Scotland, with the Market Prices. As 


From the Evidence laſt Year it appears, that in many Places of the Mid- Apx. Dit. 


dle Diſtrict the Grain is excellent. A Diſtiller in the Southern Diſtrict ſays, p 


« That he uſes in his Diſtillery confiderable Quantities of Barley which grows 
« to the North of the Line, and carries it upwards of 20 Miles. That he em- 
« ploys an Agent for buying the Grain at a Commiſſion of 21 per Cent. and the 
« Carriage coſts him from 10 d. to 15. The Grain which grows in the high 
+ Grounds, to the South of Edinburgh, is as bad as any Grain in the Middle 
« Diſtrict,” Yet I do not hear that the Lowland Diſtillers complain of this, for 
they get it for a leſs Price than better Grain. — 


Another Diſtiller ſtates, © That while he was a Diſtiller in the Northern 


t Diſtrict, the Barley from which he chiefly worked, was {as he underſtood) 


te the Growth of the Southern Diſtrict, the Farmers there bringing it into the 
« Northern Diſtrict, but that he has alſo bought Barley the Growth of the Northern 
% Diſtrict, which was of as good a Quality as what came from the South.” The 
Truth is, the Duty in the Middle Diſtrict being only L. 9 per Gallon of Still, 
while the Duty in the Lowland Diſtri& is Z. 54, has induced more Diſtillers to 


} ep. 1798. 
4. 473+ 


Appz. Dift. - 
Rep. 1798. 
Pa. 472. 


| ſettle there, than can be ſupplied with Grain the Growth of the Diſtrict; and the 


Reports are filled with Evidence to ſhew, that carrying Grain from the Southern 


to the Middle Diſtrict is a Trade; which raiſes a Suſpicion that certainly more Whiſkey. 


is made, in the Middle Diſtrict, than can be conſumed there. 


Which brings me to the Third Cauſe of Complaint, viz. A limited Market. 
This Diſtrict is about 240 Miles in Length, and at ſome Places but a few 
Miles in Breadth; yet it is crowded with Diſtilleries. A Diſtiller ſaid laſt 
Year, © That One 40 Gallon Still would make as much Spirits, as would ſupply the 


« prefent Middle Diſtrict from Dumblane 10 Lochlomond, 8 5 Diſtance of p 


« nearly 30 Engliſh Miles.” Yet near Dumblane there is One Diſtillery, near 
Down there is another, and at Calender there are Two; how many more there 
may be between Dumblane and Lochlomond, I cannot ſay. I was not a little 
ſurpriſed to find, that they were working nearly as well as many were doing in the 
Lowlands. The Committee will naturally aſk, where is all the Whiſkey that is made 


in this Part of the Middle Diſtrict conſumed. That is a Queſtion which cannot 


de eaſily anſwered, but the following Circumſtances are worthy of Attention. 


Were the D iſtillers about calender, Down, and all along the narrow and central 
Parts of this Diſtrict, to carry their Whiſkey towards the Extremities of their Diſ- 


trict, ſeeking a Market, their Proſits would not only diminiſh, in proportion to the 
Diſtance they advanced from Home, but they would find the Market occupied 


by Diſtillers more in its Vicinity. If they attempt to go North, they are met Ly 


the Highland Diſtiller and the Smuggler ; but if they come South into the Low = 
land Diſtrict, they are ſure of a Market; for as they manufacture under a Duty 
of £. g only per Gallon, while the Lowland Diſtiller pays J. 54, they can underſell 
him, nay, drive him from the Market. It will be unneceſſary for me to prove, 
by Quotations from the Evidence of laſt Year that they have done and are doing 
this; for I might quote from the Teſtimony of almoit all who were examined, 
Nor ſhall I ſtate the Complaints I heard on this Subject among the Lowland Diſ- 
Ullers, If the Committee will look at the Map of the Country, and compare its 

| 1 Population 


Third Cauſe | 
of Complaints 
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— lands, and viſited as many of the Diſtilleries there, as the Time I then could ſpare 


lands an 


—_ r ts ns 
4 * 1 ah, 1 ;- rc ＋ e > 
— ts 1 — — K , A 


* | way. 


Se 37; 1 2282 
— . 9A mm nr * 
1 


„„ n P 
N eee r tr rope 
— — — 2 4 


——— —_— 
1 4 > - 
: — A 
1 "0 " 
* 0 K — — 


, 


4s APPENDIX G.) 


Population with the Number of Diſtilleries in this Diſtrict, they will ſee there i; 

not a Market, in the Diſtrict, for the Spirits made there. The Fact is, many Dif. 
tilleries have been erected in this Diſtrict, eſpecially along that Part of the Line 
that is near the great Towns, Perth, Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Greenock, and it is 
in theſe Towns chiefly that the Midland Diſtiller, or thoſe who buy from him, de. 
pend for a Market. gi 


Middle Dif- I am therefore of Opinion, that in that Part, at leaſt, of the Middle Diſtrict that 
. ft. lies Weſt from Perth, the Cauſes that have been aſſigned, why the Duty there 
'-  ſhovld be much leſs than it is in the Lowlands, by no Means exiſt to the Degree 
hitherto ſuppoſed ; and if theſe alledged Cauſes of Diſparity be not greater in that 
Part of the Diſtri& that lies between Perth and Findhorn, I ſee no ſufficient Reaſon 
why the Middle and Southern Diſtricts ſhould not be conjoined. Were the Country 
to be be divided into Diſtricts, each under a different Rate of Duty, according to 
every little Variation in their reſpective Advantages or Diſadvantages, there would 
be as many Diſtricts as Pariſhes, Fe | . 


HIGHLAND DISTRICT. 


1 ſaw One Diſtillery in this Diſtrict, at Duncira, in Perthſhire, but finding there 
were very few Diſtilleries in that Part of the Country, I went to the Weſt High- 


fer — 


would allow. | 


Mr. Roſs's Diſtrict extends from Kintyre, including the Whole of Argyleſhire, 
and all the Weſtern Coaſt of Inverneſs, up to Kintail, and ſtretching as far Inland 
as Fort William and Lochgoil Head; and, among the Iſlands, it extends from the 
South of Iflay to the Butt of Lewis. In all this ext-nfive Diſtrict, there are only 
Eight licenſed Stills, viz. One in the Iſland of Mull, a Second at Ardincaple, in 
Nether Lorn, Twelve Miles to the South Weſt of Oban; a Third at Oban; a 

Fourth at Clevgh, Five Miles to the South of Oban; a Fifth at Stonefield, Eight 
Miles to the South of Oban; a Sixth at Ballure, in Benediralloch, Twelve Miles 

from Oban; and Two in Appin, within Fifteen Miles of Oban; ſo that theſe 
Eight Stills, except the One in Mull, are within Fifceen Miles of Oban. In all the 
reſt of this very extenſive Tract of Country, viz, Kintyre, Argyle Proper, Knapdale, 
Iſlay, Juray, Sky, Tiree, Harris, Lewis, &c there are no licenſed Stills. 


State of the I was informed by Mr. Roſs, that from Roſsſhire to the Point of Ardnamurchan, 
DiRmery. abe che Supply of Whiſkey is chiefly from Ferrintoſh; where, though ic be in the 
Weſt High- 5 . Diſtrict, there is Plenty of Grain, and good Grain. Kintyre, I learned, 
Illes is the beſt Grain Country in Argyleſhire. People from England ſettle there as 
Farmers. It is ſuppoſed there are unlicenſed Stills there, though none have been as 
yet detected; but it was ſaid the Officers there durſt not do their Duty. Knapdale 
is a Grain Country, and ex ports Barley and Malt to the Iſlands. Mr. Roſs thinks 
it very probable, that there are Diſtillecies in this Country, though, for the Reaſon 
14 concerning Kintyre, he has not been able to acquire any Knowledge of 
them. | | . 


With regard to the Iſland of Harris and Lewis, 1 could get no Ines tion. 
8 Roſs has lately got a ſinall Exciſe Yatch, and propoſes viſiting this Iſland this 
ummer, ns —_ T0 


North and South Uiſt have little or no Grain, and want Water. Their Supply 
of Whiſkey, I was told, is from Iſlay, Ferrintoſh, and even the Lowlands, 


: Sky. 
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Sky. - While the Duty was at C. 2. 105. there was only One licenſed Still in 
Sky. At that Time, the Quantity of Malt allowed by Law to a Highland Still, 
was 250 Bolls; and it is thought the Iſland could not ſpare more for diſtilling. 
When the Prohibition took place, the licenſed Still was given up. A little before 
that, One unlicenſed Still was detected. None have been heard of ſince. The Ifland 
is ſupplied with Whiſkey chiefly from Fercintoſh. A little comes from Iflay, 


Tiree and Coll.—Tiree is a Corn Country. The Reverend Mr. John Stewart, 
at. Luſs, informs me, that it was formerly the Granary of the Religious at 
Icolmkiln; and that its Name is Tir, which ſignifies Land and I, or the Land of 
Icolmkiln; for Icolmkiln is ſtill known by the Name of I. Before the Prohibition, 
Diſtillation was carried on both in Tiree and Coll, There are no licenſed Stills, 
nor any Exciſe Officer there at preſent, FEE 

Mull is not a Grain Country. — I was informed that the Inhabitants uſed to get 
their Whiſkey from Ferrintoſh and Tiree ; but that of late, they in ſome Meaſure 
ſupplied their own Market, importing Grain from Tiree, Appin, Lorn, and 
Ardnamurchan. There is only One licenſed Diſtiller on the Iſland, who lives at 
Tobermory. He complains, that he is underſold by the Smugglers who bring 
Spirits from Ferrintoſh, Iflay, and Ireland. There is one Exciſe Officer on the 
Iſland. Mr. Roſs thinks that unlicenſed diſtilling is not attempted there, for he 
has never heard any Complaint either from the Exciſe Officer, or the licenſed 
Diſtiller. 1 9 F rs Han 


Jura is not a Grain Country,—-They import their Grain from the oppoſite 
Coaſt of Knapdale. They diſtil, I was told, for themſelves, and a little for their 
Neighbours, -running their Spirits into Loch-Crinan and Loch-Goil. There is one 
Exciſe Officer on the Iſland. I learn that he may ſcare them, but he dare do 
nothing more. % 5 | PO e 


Collonſay and Cronſay.— Theſe Iſlands are better Grain Countries than Jura. 
Before the Prohibition, the Inhabitants diſtilled a good deal, ſupplying themſelves 
and ſending a little to Mull. No Informations have been lodged againſt them, 
nor have any Detections been made of unlicenſed Stills of late; but it is ſuſpected 
they diſtil a little. 5 | ,” OE” at 
. | | 
Iſlay is a fertile Grain Country. Mr. Roſs informed me, that ſome Time ago, it 
was ſuppoſed that 4,000 Bolls of Barley were produced on this Iſland, Annually ; of 
late, the Quantity has increaſed from various Cauſes. Much Attention has been 
paid to Agriculture. A good Example has been ſer before the Farmers by the 
chief Proprietor, who farms extenſively ; but the Culture of Barley has been prin- 
cipally promoted there by the Diſtilleries ; which, for ſome Time paſt, have 
required more Grain than the Iſland could yield. Mr. Roſs ſays, much Barley and 
Malt has been imported, chiefly from Ireland, and ſo mixed was the Trade laſt 
Year, that Grain was ſometimes exported from Iſlay, and Whiſkey imported, and 
vice verſa, In other Words, Diſtillation has there given riſe to Commerce, * 


Some Idea may be formed of the Extent to which diſtilling was carried on in 
this Iſland, from the following Circumſtance. Before the Prohibition, Mr. Camp- 
bell, who is Proprietor of the greateſt Part of the Iſland, farmed the Exciſe 
Revenue for a ſmall Sum paid to Government Annually. At the Time of the 
Prohibition there was a Year 'or two of his Leaſe to run; but he gave it up and 
aided Government eſſentially to ſuppreſs Diſtillation, as the Law directed. The 
Number of Stills which he and the Yeomanry took up, was not leſs, Mr. Roſs 
lays, than go, and: ſome of them were above 80 Gallons in Capacity. After 
_ thele Stills were taken by Mr, Campbell, from the Diſtillers, and lodged in his 


Own 


tate of the 
Art of Diſtil - 


Weſt High- 
lands 


* — PR r n * e — + „ 1,» . we Py, 99 r — * * 
b — — * , =” * , * — 1 «= 5 20 l a 
q A — " 3 = a J - 5 4 ets” — p C * n ö 9 1 
— n e e , OS Cade <a 5 n 
a — * __ 
5 —— * 
= 1 . * * _ — * , 5 * * . ” . 
BN n K 2 — * 
2 1 * — 4 ” — 5 ; : © : * 


1 3 — a _ a 0 — 
1 1 N — r - NN r es ——— . 9 
* 3 7 2 
a ö | 
* r 8. the WE no r * , = = 


Rn 


Sew owe 


— — _ 2 OOO oO 
- D - „ ROE N 
. 2 2 


4 | APPEND 1X. MJ 


own Houſe, the Diſtillers got over from Ireland Tinkers, who. fitted up for them 
Cauldrons and Boilers as Stills; between 90 and 100 of which, ſome of them 
upwards of 100 Gallons, were ſeized by the Exciſe Officers during the Prohibition, 
Aſter the Prohibition was removed, Mr. Campbell's Leaſe of the Exciſe Revenue 
of Iſlay was not renewed ; and the People of the Iſland, finding they were not to get 
Licences for a trifling Sum, as before, were much diſpleaſed, and reſolved not 
to take out Licences, but they made no Reſolution not to diſtil. Mr. Roſs ſays, 
they are diſtilling perhaps to a greater Extent than ever, ſending their Spirits to 
Argyleſhire, Invernefſbire, Mull, and even to Lewis, to Galloway, and Ireland; 
but there has not been a Licence taken out for diſtilling Spirits, nor has a Shilling 
of Exciſe Revenue been paid in Iſlay ſince the Prohibition. * 


Having thus given the moſt accurate Account I have been able to procure, of 
the Condition in which the Revenue is, at preſent, in thoſe Parts of the Highlands 
I have ſeen, I ſhall ſtate what I have been able to learn with regard to the Progreſy 
which the Highlanders have made, of late, in diſtilling rapidly; from which the 
Committee will ſee whether the Opinion that Diſtillation is carried on very lowly 
in the Highlands, be well founded or not. Whether diftilling faſt or flow be 
YTroper, is not at preſent the Queſtion, The Query is, do the Diſtillers in the 
Highlands diſtil flowly;: and if they diſtil lowly, do they ſo from Choice? Ac 
Stonefield the Diſtiller was working flow, very flow indeed, though his Apparatus, 
bad as it was, could have permitted him undoubtedly to diſtil faſter. And I am 
gun there may be other Diſtillers, in the Highlands, who follow his Example. 
But it appeared in Evidence laſt Year, that under Survey, the Diſtillers, in general, 
uſed to diſtil as faſt as they could, when they were not under the Eye of the Exciſe, 
And it may be ſuppoſed that many unlicenſed Diſtillers in the Highlands, parti- 
cularly Where they have Reaſon to dread an unexpected Viſit from the Exciſe, work 
Pele Stills as hard as ſuch Stills will bear, It alſo, came forward in Evidence 

aſt Year that the Highland Diſtillers had got Stills of the ſame Kind as thoſe 
uſed in the Lowlands; and that as in moſt of the Diſtilleries, in the Lowlands, the 
Stills are worked by Highland Labourers, many of theſe had returned and commu- 
nicated to the Highland Diſtillers the molt improved Methods of working, practiſed 
in the Lowlands. ee e e 
At Duneira, in the Southweſt of the Perthſhire Highlands, I found that diſtilling 
was farther advanced than at Stonefield, The Water was conveyed up to the 
Pane pen a Metal Pipe, and the Worts were raiſed up into the Coolers by 

Pumps, driven by a Water Wheel. The old Pot-faſhioned Still was pulled down 
and lying before the Door; and the Diſtiller was anxiouſly waiting the Arrival of 
a new flat Still, he ſaid, from Stirling; and he expected a Furnace Builder from the 


ſame Place zo let it up. 


At Cleugh, near Oban, the Still was like many vfed about that Time (October 
laſt) in the Lowlands, particularly about Paiſley, and had the Worm been large 
enough, and the Furnace properly builr, the Diſtillery would have been like many, 
of the ſame Size, at that I ime, in the Lowlands, | 


At Oban, I found Things in a much better Situation; the Diſtillery had been 
fitted up for a Brewery; the Barns were large, and the Granary ample. The Per- 

ſon who kad the Charge of the Work, had been bred a Diſtiller in the Lowlands, 
and the Still, though not like thoſe, wit1 a Plate in them, at Canon Mills, Kilbagic, 
Lochtin, &c. was like the Stills generally uſed, at that Time, in the Lowlands, 
fitted up, to the beſt of my Remembrance, with a Bottom; ſcraping Engine, and had 
the Furnace been as well proportioned, I could ſee no Reaſon why he might not 
have diſtilled as faſt as many Diſtillers were doing at that Time in the Lowlands; as 
Things were, however, he was by co Means diſtilling low. nx. my 
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I xegretted much that I had it not in my Power to ſee the Diſtillery at "Ardin= 
caple. The Proprietor, Mr. M Dougall, ho is a Gentleman of Property and Edu- 1 = 
Cation, has paid much Attention to the Subject of diſtilling, and has viſited; 1 was W 
informed, the Lowland Diſtilleries. He was working much faſter, Mr. Roſs told me, 
and had given in, with the ſame Entry, a Return of Malt diſtilled, and Spirits got, far 
above any of his Neighbours. What may be the Conſtruction of the Apparatus, and 
the Rapidity of diſtilling at other Works in the Highlands, I cannot tell, for I had not 
Time to viſit any more. But the Committee will be able to judge from what 1 
have ſeen, whether I can join in the common Belief, that the Highland Diſtillers 
work flowly. And when T add, that all of them with whom T converſed, exeept 
the old Man at Stonefield, were very eager to learn; and that I have ſeen a Let. 
ter of Directions from Mr. M*Dougall, ordering a Still from Glaſgow, which ſhewed 
more Knowledge of the Principles of Still-making, than moſt Lowland: Diſtillers 
poſſeſs, and that I promiſed to the Perſon who, at Mr. M Dougall's Deſire, ſhewed 
me the Letter for my Opinion of the Still ic deſcribed, that as Toon as the Buſineſs in 
which for the Committee I was engaged, was finiſhed, I would write him both on 
Still-making and fermenting, the Committee will ſee whether the Highland Diſtil. 
lers, in general, with to diful flow, There is Reaſon to think, that in many Parts 
of the Highlands, they are diſtilling as faſt now as the Lowland Diſtillers, a few 
excepted, were doing about this Time laſt Year; and it is to be expected, that 
ſome in the Highlands, in a very ſhort Time after the Report of the Committee is 
made public, will diſtil as faſt as any in the Lowlands can do now. 
Ought the Rate of Duty, and the Mode of collecting it, to be the ſame in the 
Highlands as in the Lowlands? TY 0 „ 


This is the moſt difficult Part of the whole Buſineſs. The Highland Diſtillers 
ſtated to me, many Reaſons, why they were not able to pay a Licence Duty 
ſo great as the Lowland Diſtillers may well afford to give. It may be * 
whether it be good Policy to force the Growth of any Manufacture, by Abatement 
of Duty, in any Part of the Country, where Nature ſeems never to have intended that 
ſuch a Manufacture ſhould flouriſh. But if, in Compliance with Prejudices, or for 
Other Reaſons, it be judged proper to favour the Highlands in the Manuſacture of 

Whiſkey, more than thoſe Parts of the Lowlands which labour under all or any of 
the Diſadvantages complained of in the Highlands, the Abatement allowed ſhould be 

ſuch only as may enable the Highland Diſtiller to afford Whiſkey as cheap in the 

Highlands, as the'Lowland Diſtiller can afford it in the Lowlands, If it do more, 

it will do too much; for immediately the Highland Diſtiller will carry his Whiſkey 

to the Lowland Market, by which the Revenue will loſe upon every Gallon fo 

brought to the Lowlands, the extra Duty which wouldhave been got, had the Spirits 

been made in the Lowlands; and the Lowland Diſtiller will have Reaſon to com- 

Plain, that his Power of paying a high Duty is diminiſhed, in proportion to the 

Quantity of Highland Spirits brought to the Lowland Market. 1 am afraid it will be 

found to be very difficult to give by Abatement the Relief aſked for, and no more; = 

but if there be any Rule by which the Abatement can be regulated, it is likely that 
it will be diſcovered by examining the Reaſons which, it is aid, render Abatement 
neceſſaryꝛ: | ae Jie LED 


They ſtated to me, iſt. That they were poor. 2d. They could not diſtil ſo faſt Alledged Rea- 
as the Lowland Diſtillers do, 3d. They did not like to diſtil faſt. 4th. Coal was _ Wn of 
dearer with them than in the Lowlands. $th. Their Grain was of an inferior Quality, pay in the 
though as dear as in the Lowlands. 6th. Their Market was more diſtant, though Highlandse = 
more limited. 7th. They could not be ſo effectually protected as the Lowland Diſ- ä 
tillers could be, againſt the unlicenſed Diſtiller and the Foreign Smuggler. 8 


The iſt Reaſon is certainly true. Were a Highland Diſtiller obliged to pay 
Two Months Lowland Licence Duty, before he could be permitted to diſtil, ye 
| 2 F 3 EF... 00 
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few Diſtillers, in the Highlands, would be able to advance ſuch a Sum of Mo. 
ney. It would, in fact, be a Prohibition to moſt of the preſent Highland Diſtil. 
lers, and would throw the Buſineſs either into the Hands of Lowland Diſtillers, 

_ -who would fet up Diſtilleries in the Highlands, or more probably into the Hands of 
the Smuggler. This therefore will always, 1 am afraid, be a Reaſon why, in the 
Highlands, the Whole of the Duty cannat be collected per Advance, as in the Low- 
Aands, by Licence, But if it be meant to ſtretch this Reaſon farther, and ſay, that 
becauſe the People in the Highlands are not ſo rich as thoſe in the Lowlands, therefore 

they ſhovld be allowed to have cheap Whiſkey, I do not know what to ſay to it; 
' for on the ſame Principle, they ſhould have every other Conveniency or Luxury of 
[Life cheap in proportion. Rn pes oh ENTS 1 


The 2d Reaſon is, I believe, valid at preſent; but how long it may continue 
to be ſo, I'think is doubtful, So long as the Highland Diſtillers cannot and do not 
Aiſtil ſofaft as the Lowland Diſtillers, the Highland Licence Duty ſhould be low 

in proportion; but as it has been ſhewn, that ſome in the Highlands diſtil much 
faſter than others, the Highland Diſtillers muſt perceive, that it is their Intereſt 

that Duty be paid by all, in proportion to the Quantity they, with a given Entry, 

- diftil, - And as ſome of them ſay in the Third Reaſon, that they do not wiſh to 


daiſtil faſt, how will it be poſſible to aſcertain how faſt every Diſtiller may chuſe to 


diſtil? or, which is more material, both to the Trade and Revenue, how fiſt every 
Diſtiller actually does diſtil? or ſuppoſing this could be aſcertained, do they think 
Government or the Exciſe can be at the Trouble of varying the Rate of Licence Duty, 
 whenever-it is diſcovered either that a Diſtiller has varied, or may with to vary his 
Rate of working? They muſt therefore ſee, that if a Licence Duty be impoſed in 
the Highlands at all, it muſt be the ſame on all; and I ſee no Way, in which either 
the Diltfllers themſelves or the Trade can be ſecure, if that Licence Duty be not 
ity guarded by Survey, I TE me. | 


It may be ſaid, Why not make the Syſtem Survey altogether? That, I believe, 
-would be very agreeable to many Diſtillers in the Highlands ; for Mr. Leven informs 
me, that while the Highlands was under the Syſtem of Survey, Government got 
little or no Duty at all, which made me willingly give up the Charge of the Five 
Months Highland Duty, in examining the Account of Highland Duty, got during the 
laſt Year of Survey: And though, for the Reaſons already given, Government may not 
wiſh to take all the Highland Duty by Licence, yet it is obvious, that it is the 
Intereſt of the Revenue, that as much of it be collected by Licence as poſſible, and 
that the Exciſe endeavour to collect the reſt as well as they can. The Diſtillers can 
have no Cauſe to complain of this; for if they do like the Licence Syſtem, and all 
of them I have converſed with ſay they do, they muſt ſee they will have as much of 
it as they can afford, or as it would be ſafe for them to take; and if they like Survey, 
they will have as much of it as Government can afford to grant: And here it may 
be obſerved, that as the Highland Diſtillers blink:their Waſh, Survey cannot, as they 
work, injure their Manufacture. Beſides, in this Way all Parties may be pleaſed, for 
_ thoſe Diſtillers who chuſe to work ſlow, may work as flow as they like, and-furniſh 
the ſlow-made W hiſkey, ſaid to be-ſo wholeſome, and which the Inhabitants of the 
Highlands prefer; while any Diſtiller, in the Highlands, who wiſhes to diſtil faſt, and 
As not afraid of loſing his Market, may do fo if he chuſe. But here the Committee 
and the Diſtillers will ſee, that ſome ſuch Arrangement, as the following, is neceſlary : 
1ſt, The Highland Diſtiller who wiſhes to work rapidly may, if he have a Still of 
the lateſt Power, do a great deal of Damage, both to the flow Diſtiller and the Re- 
venue, in a very ſhort Time; he, therefore, for the Security of all concerned, ſhould 
be made to pay a Licence Duty, as is paid for ſuch a Still- in the Lowlands, but leſ- 
ſened as to the Committee ſhall ſeem juft, after they take the other Reaſons of Abate- 
meat yet to be conſidered, or others that may hereafier be urged from any Quarter, 
into their Conſideration, This, at the ſame Time that it will put the rapid High- 
land Diſtiller on a Par with the Lowland Diſtiller, will guard compleatly the 12 
ns | Working 
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working Highland Diſtiller from being underſold by the rapid Highland Diſtiller. 
2d. The ſlow- working Highland Diſtiller muſt not be left to his on Choice of. 
a Rate of working, for to that there will be no End; he muſt be bound down to work 
with an Apparatus with which he cannot work faſt. All this the Diſtillers muſt ſee. 
zs fair, and for their mutual Advantage; for if the ſlow-working Diſtiller and the Re- 
venue can have no Security againſt the faſt- working Diſtiller, except the faſt working 
' Diftiller be ſubjected to a Licence Duty equal to the Power of the Still, and that Duty. 
guarded by Survey, ſo neither can the rapid Diſtiller nor the Revenue be ſecure, if 
the ſlow· working Diſtiller be not bound down to work with a ſlow- Working Still and 
proper Furnace, each made after a Model. That Still I think may be the old Pot 
Still with a Worm, for obvious Reaſons, of a given Diameter and Lengtk, and the 
Furnace neither a Wheel nor Bridle Flue, but permitting the Flame to touch the 


Bottom only of the Still. But as it is only of late that the Attention of Government 


has been turned. to the aſcertaining the Power of the Still, and as that Attention has 
been chiefly directed to the Power of the faſteſt going Still, the Power of the Pot 
Still is as little known as ever. Therefore ſtrict Survey upon the ſlow Diſtiller, for 
the Security of the rapid Highland Diſtiller and of the Revenue, is neceſſary alſo. 
It may be like wiſe conſidered, whether or not it would not be prudent to allow the 
Highland licenſed Diſtiller to work with a Still of 20 Gallons; and whether it will 
not be likewiſe-proper to fix the Size of the Pot - faſhioned Still under Survey at 40 
Gallons. hp es | eg 


Theſe Things being fully conſidered, and Tuppoſed to be ſeen as equitable and juſt, 
the next is to aſcertain what ſhould be the Licence Duty on the Highland Diſtiller, 
who. diftils rapidly, with an Apparatus like the Lowland Diſtiller, and made after the 

fame Model with his; what the Licence Duty on the Diſtiller who works with an 
old-faſhioned Still and Worm, and Furnace made after a Model, and what the Survey 
Duty to ſuch Diſtiller per Gallon of Produce, We have ſeen nothing in the Reaſons 
for Abatement already examined, that can give any Aſliſtance in determining this, and 
therefore ſhall proceed to examine the Reaſons that remain. 3 


3d. Coal is dearer in the Highlands than in the Lowlands, I have ſtated 
the average Expence of Coal, at the Diſtilleries in the Lowlands, to be about 125. 


per Ton; but this can be aſcertained with Preciſion. Mr. Millar, in the 


Letter formerly alluded to, ſays, that © his Steam Engine, Maſh Boiler, and Still of 
* 43 Gallons, conſumes 20 Ton of Coal Weekly, and that he diſtils in that Time 
240 Bolls, being nearly 14 Cwt. per Boll, or ſeparatcly the Still takes about 14 
Ct. per Boll.“ Say that the Math Boiler requires 4 Ct. per Boll, the Quantity 
required, at this Work, will be 1 4 Cwt. per Boll; then the extra Expence of the High- 
land Diſtiller may be calculated by a. Survey on the Quantity of Coals he uſes, and the 
Number of Bolls he diſtils: And here there will be Two Circumſtances in his Fa- 
vour; the 1ſt is, that Diſtillers in the Lowlands, working againſt Time, are laviſh 
of their Fuel; ad. If the Highland Diſtillers work A Waſh of the fame 
Strength with the Waſh in the Lowlands, and uſe weak Grain, they will diſtil more 
Bolls, with an equal Quantity of Coals, than a Lowland Diſtiller can do, if that Diſ- - 
tiller uſe ſtrong Grain. Diſregarding theſe Circumſtances, however, this extra Ex- 
Pence becomes the Amount 7 the Abatement of Duty which ſhould be allowed ta 
the Highland Diſtiller, to put him on a Par with the Lowland Diſtiller, in point of 
Fuel. As for the Peat he may uſe for drying his Malt, it cannot be more expenſive 
than the Blind Coal or the Charcoal, uſed for that Purpoſe, in the Lowlands; and if 
he can derive any Benefit from the uſing Peat, I could wiſh he were allowed to profit 
by it, till more be known of the comparative Expence of Peat and Coal. If, there- 
fore, the extra Expence of Fuel, uſed for diſtilling in the Highlands, be deducted from 
the Duty paid, the Highland Diſtiller will be placed, in ſo far as the Article of Coal 
is concerned, on the ſame Footing with the Lowland Diſtiller. From the Informa- 
uon I have on the Subject at preſent, I eſtimate the Amount of the Abatement that, 
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in any Caſe, vil be neeeſſary at 8 U. per Boll diſtilled. But the Committee will fee, 


that this can only be brought to any thing like Preciſion, by an intelligent and faith. 


1 fully executed Survey; and that the Intereſt of the Revenue and of the Lowland Di. 
tiller requires, that ev 


Fraud commitied by falſifying the Account, either of the 
Quantity or Expence of the Fuel, or by abſtracting it, or applying it to other Uſes 
than diſtilling, ovght.to be puniſhed as the Fraud of exceeding the Entry is puniſhed 
in the Lowlands. „ 7 pl 


Ach. The HighlandGrain is inferior to the LowlandGrain, and the Highland Diftiller 
4s prohibited from carrying Grain from the Lowlands. This Cauſe of Complaint 
muſt be received with conſiderable Limitation. There is a great deal of very good 


Grain in the Highlands, and, as has already been ſtated, much inferior Grain in the 


Lowlands, = the Lowland Diitillers make no Complaint on that Account, for they 


get ſuch inferior Grain in the Lowlands, for an inferior Price, and for the ſame Rea. 


ſon they bring a great deal of weak Grain from the Highlands. But I was inform- 
ed by Mr. Stevenſon, the Diſtiller at Oban, that the Farmers in that Part of the Coun. 
try, knowing that the Diſtillers there require more Grain than is produced in that 
Part of the Country, and that they cannot import Grain from the Lowlands, make 
them pay as much for the moſt inferior Grain of the Highlands, as is paid for the 
beſt Grain in the Lowlands. If this be the Caſe, the Diſtiller in that Part of the 


Country is too much under the Power of the Farmer; and if it be expected that he 


is to pay a Duty in praportion to his Expence, equal to what is paid by the Low- 


land Diſtiller, he ſhould be allowed to buy his Grain, like the Lowland Diſtiller, 


Wherever he can find it cheapeſt and beſt. But it may be ſaid, that if the Highland 
rm apt import Grain from the Lowlands, or carry it from thoſe Parts of the High- 


lands where it is gaod, it muſt coſt him more before he can lay it down at his Diſtil- 


Aypx. Diſt. lery, than it would coſt the Lowland Diſtiller to bring it to his Work. Laſt 
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Year a Lowland Diſtiller ſays—* I for many Years running, have been in the 
e Practice to purchaſe large Quantities of Barley, in the Counties of Perth and 
% Forfar, Part of which was brought by Land Carria 
e ſhipped for the Port of Borrowſtouneſs, ſent to my Diſtillery in the County 


ee of Linlithgow, and there made into Spirits.” And aſks if any one will ſay, © That 
c the ſame Expence will not carry the ſame Barley into the moſt interior Parts of 


% the Highlands.” There certainly are ſome inacceſſible Parts of the Highlands, to 


which it could not be carried for that Expence. But if the Plan of fixing the Diſ- 
_ .uilleries in the Highlands in particular Stations, in the diffeerent Counties, which has 


been 3 by the Board of Exciſe, and which ſeemed to meet with the Appro- 
bation of the Committee, be adopted and carried into Effect, it will, no doubt, be a 
Part of that Plan to ſelect Stations, that ſhall not only be near the Grain produc- 
ing Parts of the Counties, but favourably ſituated for Land and Water Carriage. 
But if they find it neceſſary to fix on ſome Stations that are very far Inland, and to 


which the Expence of the Carriage of Grain may be great, and ſuch Stations ſurely 
will be few, an Abatement, proportioned to the Exceſs of the Expence for Carriage of 


Grain, may be allowed, and from this neither the exterior Highland, nor the Low- 


land Dittiller has much to fear. The Revenue only can ſuffer, and if it does ſuffer, 


there will be Cauſe to queſtion the Intelligence, Attention, and Fidelity of the Exciſe 
Officers, entruſted with the Survey, on this Expence; which ſhews' how neceſſary it 
will be, that if a Diſtiller be detected in falGfying Accounts, as in the former Article, 


the Puniſhment ſhould be equally ſevere. The greateſt poſſible Amount of this 


Abatement cannot, I think, be more in any Inſtance, if the Stations be judiciouſſy 
ſeleted; than 8 d. per Boll, and in many Caſes it will be lefs ; for if the Lowland Diſ- 
tiller can afford to carry Grain from the Interior of the Highlands Twenty Miles, 


ſhip it, and convey it from Forfar to Borrowſtouneſs, and from thence to Linlithgow, 


and if the Expence of Carriage, Twenty Miles from the Northern Diſtrict, coſt another 
Diſtiller 20 d. or x.5., Eight Pence more ſhould be ſufficient to defray the Expence 


ol Carriage to any Highland Diſtillery rationally ſtationed, And if it be ſuppoſed _ 


ge about Twenty Miles, 
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and inferior Grain may, by this favourable Regulation, be uſed, the Sum total 


of Abatement, that can in any Caſe be required, will be 2.4. per Gallon, which, ta- 


king the Survey Duty at 2 6. per Gallon, reduces the Duty, at ſuck uniavourably . 
ated Works, to 1 4. 10 d.; at thoſe fo ſituated that the Expence of Carriage of Coal 
and Grain is leſs, the Abatement will of courſe be leſs in proportion. Still, how 
ever, it may be ſaid, that as more of that inferior Grain muſt be uſed at Highland 

than at Lowland Diſtilleries, an Abatement ſhould be allowed to the Highland Diſ- 


tiller for the inferior Grain he uſes, elſe the Abatement granted for the Carriage of 


good Grain will operate as a Depreciation of the Price of inferior Grain. Let "ck 
an Abarement for bad Grain, grown in the Neighbourhood, be given as well 
as for good Grain, and let its Amount be regulated by the A mount of Abatement for 
the Carriage of good Grain. This ſurely is granting much, and it will be the In- 


tereſt of all who have ſuch inferior Grain to ſell, to take care that Diſtillers do not 


- abuſe this Favour; for if the Exciſe diſcover that the Diſtiller exagerates his Ac- 
count of extra Expence for the Carriage of good Grain, Government may be 

tempted to withdraw this Bounty on inferior Grain, and thereby allow Things to find 
of themſelves their Level. Ic need not be added, chat b V rene: to en 1 _— 
| ment in this Article ought to be neee | 


gb. —Ditant 0 limited Market. 


The Highlands: are W inhabited, and the N we che Gem, Z of conels 


the Diſtillers Market mult frequently be diſtant. But know ing that he ſhould fatisfy 
himſelf with working for that Market he can profitably reach. Were any Abatement 


to be allowed for the Diſtance of Market, I know none better entitled to it, than the 


great Lowland Diſtillers, for they ſend their Whiſkey to the moſt diſtant Iſſes. But the 
Limitation: of tke Market is a very different Thing. Tf a Highland rapid Diſtiller 
Pay, after the jult Abatements are made, as high a Duty as the Loetind Diſtiller, and 
if the Highland flow Diſtiller pay a Licence and Survey Duty, equal by Abatement, 
to the Lowland Duty, there can be no juſt Reaſon why the ee Diſtiller ſnould 
be allowed to ſend his W hiſkey to the e png nie _ Few a . wage e 
2 1 to ſend His 80: the wat pre, n 
. 2004 55 11 
k. — Highland Diller cannot ag o eafily protected As ike Lewin Dit. 


Alen 
the Caſe, it will be his own Fault. Smuggling cannot 65 carried on long, or to 


Extent, without being known to many. And if the licenſed Diſtillers and the Ex- 


.ciſe Officers lay themſelves out to encourage and promote Detettion, / none but 
Madmen will engage in unlicenſed Diſtilling or Foreign Smuggling, either in the 


Highlands or Lowlands; for, ſooner or later, if the Cireuit Exchequer Court be 


eſtabliſhed, whoever engages in unlicenſed Diſtiling or Foreign Smugglins moſt be 
ure to be ruined. But it may be faid, theſe People in general have nothing to loſe. 
Is the rich Man then only to be puniſned ? Poverty ſurely gives no Right to break 


the Law. Thoſe who diſtil without Licence, or ſmuggle, Ather in the Highlands 
or Lowlands, and cannot be made to ſuffer in their Purſe, ſhould, when detected, be 


Ne aber in their Perſon; The able-bodied Men can hole: no Reaſon to com- 
they be ſent to the Navy or Army, and the Women and infirm Men ſhould 


—— to IT Houſe of Cortection or Gaol, and nothing leſs ſevere will give Security 


* the fair Trader, and the Revenue. A few Inſtances of ſuch Severity, on ſome 


of the moſt notorious Offenders, will do more to turn the Tide of common 


Opinion, than all the Fines, &c. that can be levied, or, I believe I may rather ſay, 
all the r ny SOT. =P as Tarn; WE . &ffeted, © 'of vr i will 
effect. | „„ 10 ( Z 
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APPENDIX” (My as 
the Average Product be at an FEWER 8. Gallons per Boll, at ſuch Diſtilleries, where 


againſt the unlicenſed Diftiller and Foreign Smupgler, If that in future be 
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a A'PPENDIX'(M) 
- Viighland Dil. The Highland flow Diſtiller may ſay, that by this Arrangement he Will pay ful} 


be cn a Par, be 


too low for the Happineſs of the Community, could have induced me to propoſe, 


Of Diſtilling, that the Trade are not and will not, for ſome Time yet, be on a Par in 


5 47 „„ 1 Ne US. ” 5 „ VVT | ZE. S044 E ; 5 5 I LS "ITS 
The moſt obvious Way of accompliſhing this would be to charge the expert 


of a Syſtem of Licence, or whether it will be altogether juſt. I will put a Caſe— 
Suppoſe that a Diſtiller of no very uncommon Abilities, and of ordinary Exertion, finds, 


- which one Man has of doing more Work than another, by his ſuperior Attention 


be rewarded. But if ſuch a Diſtiller muſt pay 25. for every Gallon that he diſtils, 
above the Quantity allowed to be equivalent to his Licence Duty, he can derive 
no other Benefit from his Exertions, than the Profit he may have on theſe extra 

. Gallans. , But this furely is not enough, for he muſt, in all Probability, incur extra 
 Expence, before he can get either his Still or his Men to produce theſe extra Gallons 
in a given Time. I would therefore propoſe, that inſtead of taking from him the 


Duty for every. Gallon of Spirits he diſtils, while the rapid Diſtiller may, as for. 
merly, diminiſh his Rate of Duty by Ingenuity and Improvements. - I have left this 
to the laſt, for though it might have been conſidered, when ſpeaking of the Rate of 
Duty to be impoſed in the Lowlands, the O bjection now brought forward, by the 
Highland Diſtiller, would not then have had its Share of Effect. Nothing but the 

Conviction I have, that if any Diftiller can by ſuperior Knowledge, &c. do more 
Work with a given Entry, than his Neighbours, he will furniſh Whiſkey at a Price 


that the Privilege of making the moſt of Ingenuity, whether by Secrecy or under 
the Protection of a Patent, ſhould be leſs to the Diſtiller, under Licence, than 
to any other Manufacturer. There ought to be not only no Differences in the 
Size, Shape, &c. of Stills, but there ſhould be as few Secrets as poſſible in the 
other Proceſſes of the Manufacture. But while the common Good may be thus 
oppoſed to common Opinion, and in ſome Meaſure to common Juſtice, with regard 
to Inventions in general, it has been at the ſame Time ſtated, in a former Part of this 
Paper, that while no Diſtiller ſhould be allowed to avail himſelf of any Invention ot 
Improvement in diſtilling, not in uſe by the Trade, but ſhould bring his Improve. 
ments forward to a Committee of the Exciſe and of the Trade, he ought to receive, 
after the Value of his Improvements is aſcertained, an adequate Reward, to be paid 
from a Fund furniſhed by Government, by the Trade, and by the Fines of fraudulent 

licenied Diſtillers, unlicenſed Diſtillers, and Foreign Smugglers. 178 


And now, as it is evident, from the Hiſtory that has been given of the preſent State 


point of rapid Diſtilling, the Queſtion comes to be, how can the ſlow-working licenſed 
Diſtiller, or the low-working ſurveyed Highland Diſtiller, be ſo protected againſt 
the dexterous licenſed Diſtiller, whether Highland or Lowland, that all of them 

may enter the Market on equal Terms; in other Words, that the Duty got from 
all may be equal, and the Price of Spirits be thereby prevented from ſinking too 


licenſed Diſtiller 25. or whatever may be the Rate thought to be juſt, per Gal- 
lon, for every Gallon he diſtilled more than that Quantity, the Duty on which, 
at 24. per Gallon, ſhall amount to the Duty on his Still. But 1 ſubmit it to the ſe- 
rious Conſideration of the Committee, whether this would be acting up to the Spirit 


that Government has, by the propoſed Arrangement, put it in his Power to pay the 
Duty on the Gallon of the Still, and live comfortably, without putting himſelf to 
much Trouble, ought every other Diſtiller poſſeſſed of more Activiiy and Mind, ca- 
pay of profiting by an Attention to Circumſtances which the other either has not the 
Senſe, or will not be at the Pains to ſee, to be precluded from reaping the Benefits of 
his mental Labour and bodily Fatigue? I ſpeak not of Inventions, but of that Power 


and Induſtry, The Committee will ſee that the Induſtry of ſuch a Man ought tu. 


full Duty of 2.5, per Gallon, for all ſuch extra Produce, a Sum leſs than the full Dur 3 


* 
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preſs the Price of Spirits to any great Exent. But there is a more powerful Reaſon 
why che full Duty ſhould not be paid, for this extra Number of Gallons, The 


could be depended on, with regard to the Average Produce of the Boll, and of the 
exiſling Power of the Still. They muſt be aware, alſo, that there is a Probability 


the Information of the Legiſlature ſnould keep pace wich the Progreſs of the Diſ- 
tiller ; and they know how eaſy it is for the Diſtiller to conceal Information. But if 
che Diſtiller be held liable for the full Duty, he will ſmuggle ; for that he may be 
niſhed ; but will his Puniſhment give the Legiſlature the Information required? 


he will be content. with that Part which the Law allows, rather than run the Riſque 
of loſing more than the whole, by the Chance of Detection. „„ 


at the ſame Time that it ſeems to be equitable and juſt for all. It puts an End to 


working as he pleaſes, but entering the Market, on the ſame Terms with the Low- 
beſt adapted to the State of the Trade at preſent in the Lowlands, ſeems to be, that 
ing rapid Diſtiller can pay; and in order to pnt him upon an equal Footing with the 


faſter- working Diſtillers, a Duty ſhould be levied by Survey, for every G 
led more than the Quantity, the Duty on which ſhall amount to the Licence Duty 


Time, againſt the Effects of Inequality in the Rate of working, hitherto felt ſo ſeverely, 
while that Inequality will be decreaſing daily and rapidly. e ot FEI 


There are Two other Points that deſerve” Attention. | The Firſt is, the Expedi- 


— 


make any material Difference to the Revenue, that Licences ſhould commence in 
GOtober; n h %% 8 
Wich regard to the Firſt I am! but ill prepared to give an Opinion. It has been ſaid, 
that the Spirits produced from ee unwholeſome. Grain that has beea, 
in Part, malted in the Fields, I have always underſtood, was not wholeſome ; but 

never heard that Grain, which had never vegetated, was unwholeſome. I do not 
think, however, that the Matter ſhould be conſidered altogether in that Point of view. 
Steeping extracts, at leaſt from the Huſk, ſome Matter, that has to me at leaſt a diſ- 
agreeable Smell and Taſte. What it is, I have had no Opportunity to know, nor can I 


at preſent, I am acquainted on this Subject, is, that in no other Country, but Scotland, 
do Diſtillers uſe Malt alone ; yet I never heard that the Spirits made in theſe Coun- 
ties, from a Mixture of Raw Grain and Malt, were unwholeſome. It may be faid, 


be not-miſinformed, that is neceſſary, more becauſe little Attention is paid to the 
Firſt Diſtillation, than becauſe Reftification cin render Raw Grain Spirits wholeſome, 


ſould be taken. This would leave him a Motive for Induſtry, at the ſame Time 
that it would not enable him to injure either his Neighbour or the Revenue, or de- 


that the Power of the Still, &c. will increaſe, and that it is abſolutely neceſſary that 


all Contention, concerning the Advantages and Diſadvantages of rapid diſtilling. 
It lays the Grain and Spirit Market open to the whole Trade. It aboliſhes the 
erplexing and invidious Syſtem of Diſtricts. Ir gives to the Conſumer, the Privi- 
ge of pleaſing himſelf, and to the Highland Diſtiller, the Power not only of 
land Diſtiller, which is all he can aſk, or has any Right to expect; while the Plan 


a Licence Duty ſhould be aſſeſſed on the Gallon of Still, as high as the ſloweſt work - 


ency of taxing the Raw Grain uſed at Diſtilleries; and the Second is, whether it would 


the Spirits in theſe Countries are rectified. That is the Caſe in England; but, if I 


And 


Committee know how difficult it has been, hitherto, to obtain any Information that 


If however the Drawback, on the extra Gallons, be made an Object for the Diſtiller, 


The Committee have now: before them, the Outlines of that Mode of aſſefling 
and collecting the Revenue in the Highlands, which ſeems, in the preſent State of 
Things, to be beſt adapted to the State of the Trade and the yy wo of the People, 


diſtil. 
on the Gallon of Still. This will guard the Revenue and the Trade in the mean 


Tax on Raw: 


ay whether it be unwholeſome or not. The only Fact, not conjectural, with which, 


a APPENMDIXNC(M) 
And in Mr. Crookeen's Narrative, now before the Committee, I think it is ſaid, thar 


had too little Opportunity to ſee Diſtillation carried on from Ray Grain, 


mittee be informed, that the preſent Tax on Raw Grain does not materially affect 
the Diſtifer. It falls on the Tenants and Landholders in the Upland and Northern 


Anferior Grain of the North of Scotland, or Grain damaged in the Field, &c. and 
found that it yielded very good Whiſkey, has bought little or none of it ſince the Tax 
on Raw Grain commenced ; except when he got it ſo cheap, that after deducting the 
Malt Duty, he had ihe Grain for the ſame Money as formerly. It is the landed In- 
tereſt therefore, that is chiefly concerned in this Affair. I do not ſee that the Diſtil- 
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merly, the Committee muſt ſee that it has been, and ever will be a very difficult 
M,atter to collect the Raw Grain Duty. At any Rate, I think it worthy of Notice, 
that there is no Tax on Raw Grain diſtilled in England; yet in England Two Thirds 
of che Buſhel diſtilled, is generally Raw Grain, and the remaining One Third is Malt. 
If it be deemed expedient to continue the Duty on Raw Grain in Scotland, where 
there is much unripe light Grain, perhaps it would give leſs Cauſe to murmur, 
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but I think it would be better to raiſe the Licence Duty on Raw Grain Diſtillers, | 
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er i With regard to the Commencement of the Revenue Vear, it certainly can be of very 
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material Difference to the Diſtiller. Did it commence on the 10th of October, the 
Diſtiller would know, from the State of the Crop, how to arrange his Entry, and the 
Grain of the Country would find a ready Sale. But as it begins in June, when the 
Farmers that are poor have no Grain to ſell, and when the Price of Grain is high, the 
Diſtiller is obliged to import Grain, and to work during Summer, which the Com- 
mittee know is a Diſadvantage ; + ft. Becauſe the Waſh is apt to turn ſour, and 2d. 
becauſe the Diſtiller cannot diſpoſe of his Grains: he might indeed bury them in 
Pits} which would preſerve them till he began to feed Cattle in Winter; but this 
would be expenſive, and, in ſome Clay Situations, attended with Loſs. In Summer too 
the Scotch Diſtiller, who brings the greateſt Part of che Yeaſt he uſes from London, 
loſes much of it by the Heat of the Weather It would be an Advantage to the 
Country in general, iſ no Diſtillation were carried on, during the hot Months of Sum- 
mer; and as the Conſumpt regulates the Number of Gallons of Still entered, the Re- 
venue can ſuffer no Loſs ; for if few diſtil in Summer, more Gallons will be entered 
in Winter. Perhaps the 1oth of October or the 1oth of November, by which 
Time a tolerable Gueſs can be formed of the State of the Crop, would be a proper 
Date for the Commencement of the Scotch Diſtillery Year. 
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Tus Committee ſeemed to be very anxious, laſt Year, to know what Effects 


had been produced, by the Diſtilleries, on the Agriculture of Scotland; but the Infor- 
mation received was by no Means fatisfaftory, I made Enquiries” concerning this 
Point, at thoſe Diſtillers who either feed Cattle, or are Farmers; and as ſome of 
them, at my Requeſt, ſent me a written Account of their Experience on this 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ntäthetd Brown, dated Paiſley, the 27th Septembet 
4798.—* In anſwer to your Letter,” I annex as accurate a Reply to your r 


in Holland they do not always rectify their Raw Grain Spirits. I have however 


to entitle me to give any Opinion on the Queſtion. But it is proper that the Com 


Parts of Scotland, and will be ſeverely felt, in thoſe Years when the Grain has not 
heen got in, in good Condition. For the Diſtiller who uſed formerly to buy the 


ler need care whether the Tax be continued or not; and from what was ſt:red for. 


3 N 32 e 1 — 
F CE A ET STR tid « ” ; G 


, Loops Ear A ons Dos 
0 4 


were the Duty impoſed according to the Weight rather than Meaſure of the Grain; 


venue Year, Aire Importance to the Revenue at What Time it commences; but it makes a very 


Sage 1 ſhall ly before the Commike Eausets from ſome of theſe Lite: 


Aren, © a 


therein put, as poſſibly I can, —T conſider that to fatten an Ox on Grains and Dregs | 
from a Diſtillery, will require from Six to Eight Months. An Ox from 18 to 28 
Stone will require 14 Bolls of Grains Weekly; from 28 Stone and upwards 14 
Bolls ; Two Stone of Straw and One of Hay, will do very well for Fodder, and 
to do them Juſtice will require that; if you fodder altogether with Hay, 21 Stone 
will do. An Ox, ſtanding 12 Months in a Stall, will produce 10 Carts of Dung, 
a Ton each; 40 Carts will manure an Acre of poor Land well. I conſider that 
Ground once put in good Condition 25 to 30 Carts when broke again will be ſuffi - 
cient. I conſider that a Cart of Dung, of a Ton Weight, from a Diſtillery, will 
be well worth to a Farmer Four Shillings and Six Pence laid on the Ground. A 
very great additional Quantity of Dung may be obtained by a Diſtiller, if he collects 
all the Urine from this Feeding Houfes, and Dregs of his Waſh Tun.“ e 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Stein, dated Kennet Pans, January 17th, 1799. 
* From the Number of Farm Horſes and Swine 1 keep, I cannot give you ſo ac- 
«curate an Account of what Grains and Straw it takes to feed an Ox; but from the 
neareſt Computation I can make, I think the Grains and Dreg produced from 
Eight Buſhels of Malt and Barley, maſhing Six Days a Week, wall compleatly 
feed Seven Cattle, with about 8 bs. (Engliſn) of Straw to each Ox per Day. 
Where Fodder is plenty, and more Corn can be given, the Cattle will ſeed ſooner 
and more compleat; they will not be able to drink all the Dreg, therefore a fer 
Hogs can be kept to Advantage. The Manure produced by Two Cattle, when well 
foddered throughout the Year, ſhould be fully ſufficient to dung a Scots Acre of 
Ground, and were the Urine carefully collected and laid on the Land, it ſhould do 
at alm... Cal ED OOTY ders 9 100 os OG I 


Mr. Phillip and C?, at Dolls, in their Letter, dated January 23d, 1799, ſay © That 
their Still of 64 Gallons, including the Head, will produce Draff for 125 ordinary ſized 
Cattle; and to ſupply them with Straw for eating and Litter will take a Stone per Day 
for each; the Dung produced by theſe Cattle in Six Months will dung from 50 to 
55 Acres. VVV e e 
Mr. William Aitcheſon, in his Letter, dated St. Clement's Wells, 11th January 
1799, ſays “ I ſeveral Times meaſured the Grains or Draff, to try the Quantity 
of Grains from One Boll maſned. The Outcome or Inlake 'from the dry Boll 
maſhed, depends on the grinding, or the good or bad Quality of the Corn; on that 
Account I cannot ſay the exact Quantity of Grains from the dry Boll maſhed ; but 
I have found, from Experience, that an Ox, the Four Quarters of which will 
weigh 40 Stone Dutch, of 174 lbs. Engliſh per Stone, will conſume, in Seven 
Days, the Grains and Spent Waſh of Eighteen Pecks (about Six Buſhe's and a 
Half) of Dry Grains maſhed, and eat in that Time 211bs. Engliſh, of good Hay; 
221bs, Engliſh is the Stone here. I never have weighed the Straw "ay for Litter. 
It is the Intereſt of every Feeder to keep his Cattle dry, and give them a 22 Bed 
to lie on; and where Manure is wanted, the more Straw he can wet by the Cattle 
the better. Our Straw is hardly fit for any Thing elſe but Litter, and we hold a 
Man a bad Farmer who grows any Graſs amongſt his Corn. When the Diſtillery 
Vas erected here about Seventeen Years ago, the Farm was let at Thirteen Shil- 
lings and Four Pence the Scots Acre, it was then in very bad Condition, and very 
poor Land; were it to let now, I ſuppoſe it would bring J. 3 Sterling per Acre. I farm 
about 400 good Scots Acres, for which the Still I have now at work, gives me Dung 
ſufficient, and ſome to ſell Yearly.” —Mr. Aitcheſon's Entry is 127 Gallons, ©, 


a ths 


In a Converſation J had with Mr. Aitcheſon,' he informed me, that he pays eon | 
ſide rable Attention to fave the Urine of his Cattle; he alſo is careſul to Fey 
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the Sediment of his Fermenting Tuns, which, till of late, were thrown away by 
other Diſtillers. Mr. Aitcheſon ſays, that he has found it to be an excellent Food 
for Cattle; Hogs in particular are fond of it. It is Part of the farinaceous and mu- 
cilaginovs Part of che Grain, mixed with Veaſt, &c. He ſays it is of a binding Na- 
ture, and very uſeful when any of the Cattle are affected with Looſeneſs. But for 
the ſame Reaſon it muſt not be given to the ſame Cattle too long at a Time. 
mentioned theſe Circumſtances to other Diſtillers, and the Committee will perceive, 
from the Letters of Mr. Robert Stein and Mr. Millar, that Trials are making of ic, 
a6 a Food for Cattle, at other Works. The Quantity of this Sediment, that may 
Annually be got at a 50 Gallon Diſtillery, is ſuppoſed to be not leſs than 20,000 
Gallons, It is too ſtrong to be given alone to Cattle. The Farmers, around Mr. 
Aitcheſon, carry it to a conſiderable Diſtance, and give it diluted with Water to 
their Cattle, which Circumſtance diminiſhes the Expence of Carriage. Mr, Millar 
informs me, that he has found it to be an excellent Top Dreſſing for Graſs Land, and 
that it is a valuable Addition to a Compoſt Dunghill. 5 * 


Mr. Robert Stein, at Kilbagie, whoſe Farm contains 1, 500 Acres, and whoſe Entry 
is 141+ Gallons, ſays, in his Letter, dated January 12th, 1799, As near as I can judge, 
the Refuſe of a Buſhel of Grain maſhed Six Days is ſufficient, with One Third of 4 
Stone of Straw Daily (where it is ſcarce) to feed an Ox fer a Week. The Quan- 


- tity of Dung depends greatly on the Quantity of Straw. At Canon Mills, where 


it is ſcarce and dear, they get no more than they eat; here, they get a good Deal 
more, and what is over anſwers for Litter. Where Straw is plenty, the Dung of 
1T'wo Cattle ſhould manure an Acre. If Cattle are properly attended, Four or Five 
Months is ſufficient to fatten an Ox. I have begun to make Trial of the Sedi- 


ment, but as the Cattle do not yet take at freely, I am not certain how it will 


anſwer,” 


| ; Mr, Millar, of Craigend, in his Letter, dated J anuary 1 6th, 1799, ſays, Beſides the 


ſmall Spot of my own, on which the Diſtillery is built, I have Lands to the Amount of 
Six Hundred Acres, that I hold of different Proprietors, about Four Hundred of 


wWuich are Arable, and the reſt Paſture. About Eighteen or Twenty Years ago, 
Part of my Farm was let at nearly Six Pence per Acre, and the Tenant did no 


ood with it, and it is now worth from Thirty Shillings to Forty Shillings per Acre. 
Javing, till of late, not ſo much Land as I had Dung for, I cannot, with great Ac- 
curacy, ſtate what Number of Acres a Still of Fifty Gallons Content would produce 
Dung to manure Yearly ; but 1 am inclined to think that the States you have al- 
ready received are greatly within Bounds, and were the ceconomical Plans 


adopted, which you were ſo good as to point out, I doubt not but a Still, of the Size 


you mentioned, would afford Manure for Eighty if not One Hundred Acres per An- 
num. I have at preſent only Shades or Stalls for about Seventy or Eighty Cattle; 
ſome of my old ones were lately taken down, and I am getting more erected ; and 


I now ſee, ſince erecting a new Still, I would be able to feed a Hundred and 


Thirty or a Hundred and Fifty Oxen of about Thirty or Forty Stone Weight 
(Dutch) at a Time; and beſides the Cattle at the Stalls, I ſometimes winter out of 


Doors One Hundred and Fifty ſmall Stots, which are ſometimes put to the Stall 


as the reſt are fed off. I find the Sheep are remarkably fond of the Draff (Grains) 


and Spent Waſh. I have got no Trials made yet of the Bottom Barm of the 


Tuns, but I deſign to have an Experiment made without Loſs of Time.” 


Mr. Glen, a DiRiller at Maine, near Linlithgow, informed me, that a Fifty Gal- 
don Still could, eaſily, furniſh Grains to feed as many Cattle as would produce Dung 
f. ae rr ODE 8 


A P END IX (M.) ES Wes 


prom theſe Extracts the Committee will fee, that though the Quantity of Grains, 
given to an Ox, by different Diſtillers, varies, according to the Plenty or Scarcity of 
Hay and Straw they give along with it ; yer One and a Half Bolls, or about Nine, 
Buſhels of Grains, is the Average Quantity given Weekly to an Ox; and that the 
Dung made by Two Oxen, during the Year, is ſufficient to manure One Scotch Acre; 
that a Fifty Gallon Still can furniſh Manure for One Hundred Acres, or that for every. 
Gallon of Still wrought by a Diftiller, -he will be able to manure Two Acres of 
Land Annvally. By looking at the Dates of theſe Letters, and recollecting that 
very great Improvements have been made. ſince that Time, the Committee will 
perceive, that if the Facts ſtated above were accurate, at the Time the Letters were 
written, One Gallon of Still will be able to manure more than Two Acres of 1 
Land now ; but taking it for granted that One Gallon of Still can furniſh Manure b 
for Two Acres of Land only, then it follows, that if Fifty Stills of Fifty Gallons * 
each, or 2500 Gallons in all, be about the Number neceſſary for the Lowland and 
Middle Diſtricts, the Diſtillers in cheſe Diſtricts ſhould manure 5,000 Acres Annu- 
ally; and if a Six Years Rotation be reckoned not improper for Scotland in gene- 
ral, the Number of Acres which theſe Fifty Diſtilleries could keep in a State of 
high Improvement would be 30, ooo Acres, and that of courſe every Diſtillery, 
of Fifty Gallons, could furniſh Manure for a Farm of 600 Acres. 5 


EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES, - 


Fig. 1. Front View of the Furnace of a Malt Kiln, in which Kiln the Malt is 
dried by heated Air,—a a, the Furnace Door,—b, the Fire through which the Air 
riſcs, the Grate being of the common Kind.—c, the caſt Iron Cylinder, which paſ- 
fing back through the Fire conveys the Air that is heated in it to the Grain.—d, the 
Flue around the Fire, in which Air is alſo heated and conveyed to the Grain. 


e, the Aſh Pit, —f, the Chimney. 


Fig. 17. A Side View of a Malt Kiln, in which the Malt is dried by heated Air 
as in Fig. 1. but in which the Air neceſſary for the Combuſtion of the Fewel 
deſcends through the Grate.—a, the Fire.—b, the Grate, —c, the Door of the Fun- 
nace.—d, the Door of the Aſh Pit.—e, the Air Cylinder.—f, the Aſh NN the 
End of the Air Cylinder entering the Space below. —h, the Kiln Head, which is 
compoſed of Tiles perforated with ſmall Holes lying on the Joiſts i, and ſupportin 
the Malt k.—1, 1, the Windows through which a Current of Air may freely ent 
or . the Air Outlets above. If a Diſſiller finds his Works ſo relatively 
ſituated, that he can lead the Air Cylinder of his Malt Kiln through the Flue of his 
Still or Maſh Boiler Furnace, the Expence of Fuel for drying Malt will be ſaved. 


„ bus nit. 


; Fig. 2. a, Tun in which Wort is changed by Fermentation into Waſh.—b, a 
Section of the Tube through which the Yeaſt works up into the open Veſſel e. 
d, the Plug of the Tybe.—e, the Window of the Tun. e A VAI LOT 


Fig. 3. A Section of a common Flat Still, with its Sediment-agitating Engine and 


Steam Flae., the Graze,——b, the Adb Pit,=>6, dhe Furnace Poor.——0, the Fire, 
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ſbewing the Flame bent backwards and away from the Still, by the Air which 5 


cupies the dark Space between the Fire and Still. —e, the Body of the Still.—f, the 
Bottom and Side Scraper.— g, its upright Shaft.—h, the Cup-monthed Aperture in 
the Head of the Still, through which the Shaft enters. This Cop is filled with 
Wool and Greaſe held down by a Plate of Metal, which is held down by Two 
Screws. — i, the Copper Plate, concave below, and ſtretching almoſt to the Side of 
the Still.— m, the large central Hole in this Plate, through which the Air generated 
at the Bottom of the Still riſes and eſcapes up into the Head. —n, the Arrows re. 
preſent the Current of the Liquor in the Still above and below the Plate.—k, the 
Head of. che Still.— l, the Steam. —o, the Chains of the Scraping Machine. 


Fig. 5. Section of old Pot Still. —a a, the Shoulders of the Still. —b, the Steam 
Pipe. —c, the Steam riſing io eſcape by the Steam Pipe, while all the Steam farther 
removed from the Center than e e impinges againſt ihe 
{forces the Liquor up into the Head as at f. 


Shoulder, and by diſplacing 


PLATE In. 


Fig. 4. A Section of a Diſtilling Furnace, like that in Fig. 17, —a, the Fire, 
b, the Grate.— c, the Door.—d, the Flame deſcending through the Grate and 
ſweeping along beneath, and in Contact with the Bottom of the Still in every Point. 
Le, the Inſtrument for ſhoving back. f, the Cinders beneath. the Still.—g, the Body 
of the Still. — h, the eroſs Bar of the ſcraping Machine. —i, the upright Plates on 
the Ends of D', ſet aſlant for ſcraping the Side of the Still. — k, the perpendicular 
Shaft of the Scraping Engine riſing through the Aperture 4.—m, the Steam Plate. 
En, the Hole in its Center,—o, the Steam Eſcape Pipe or Head,—p, the Steam. 
q, the Aſh Pit Door Juted up.—r, the Direction of the Current of the Liquor 


4 


above and beneath the Plate.—s, the Chains. oſ the Engine. 

Fig. 6. The ſame as F ig. 5. but the Fire urged and the Steam generated faſter 
than it can be condenſed, —a, the Still. —-b, the Steam eſcaping.—c, the Stcam 
pent up, and preſſing the Liquor up into the Head and over into the Worm. 


Fig. 7. | A Section of a Flat'Still.—a, the StilLb, the eſcaping Steam—c, the 
pent - up Steam forcing the Liquor up into the Head, and as in Fig. 6 making the 
„%% Ü Pl TE. + EE. 

Fig. 8. Perpendicular Section of Mr. Millar's former'Still, —a, Brick Work of 


.Furnace,—b b, Still, —c, Steam Eſcape Pipe.—d, Chimney.—e, Box from which 
the Steam Pipe f riſes, and in which the Light or Loop Hole g with its Plug is 


11 Shaft of the Scraping Engine. — k, the Charge Pipe.—l, the Diſcharge 


Pipe. —m, the Grate,—n, the Flame riſing through the Still. 

Fig. 9. The fame Still, having its Side laid open to ſhew the Bottom ſcraping 
Machinery. —a, the Still.— b, the Cylinder through which the Flame riſes through 
the Center of the Still. —c, the Wheel which moves the Chains h.—d, a Metal 
Ring riveted to the Shoulder of the Still. —e, another fixed to the. Sole. In cach 
of theſe there is a Groove, that receives a projecting Part of the Wheel c.—f, a 
Wheel moved by the perpendicular Shaft g, as {en at i in Fig. 8,; when this Shaft is 
made to revolve on its Axis, the Wheel c is made to move in the Grooves of d, e, 
ty f., and carries. round the Chains which are kept ſtretched by the Centrifugal Ten- 
deney of the Balls h; While the Flame riſes through the central Cylinder b, and 15 
directed along the. Shoulder of the. Still to the Chimney, as is ſeen in Fig. 5 7 


* 
* 
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Fig. 10. This Still fitted up for Work. —a, the Steam Expanſion Box ſeen in 
Fig. 8. at e. b, the Steam Pipe h of Fig. 8.—c, the Box containing the Jet Breaker, 
from which the Steam riſes by the Pipe d in its Way to the Worm. In the Worm 
of this Still there was a curious Apparatus for receiving into a particular Veſſel the 
Liquor that might boil over when the Still ran foul. This Liquor was returned by 
a forcing Pump to the Box e, from which it deſcended to the Still by the Pipe f. 
This very ingenious Apparatus retarded the Work greatly. The Pump did return 

the foul Liquor indeed, but this Liquor having been cooled in the Refrigeratory 
checked the Work, by condenfing Steam in its Return to the Stil!; and the Pump 
drew up Air from the inferior Part of the Worm, and forced it back upon the Li- 
quor in the Still. —g, a vertical Wheel, giving Motion not only to h, the Wheel of 
the Scraping Engine, but to i, the Wheel of the Jet-breaking Fly in the Box c, 


which is here repreſented too ſhallow.—k, the Lever; and 1, the Cord of m, the jþ 


Sight-hole Plug.—n, the Charge Pipe.—o, the Diſcharge Pipe.—p, the Veſſel for _ 
receiving and conveying away the ſpent Waſh,—q, the Fire.—r, the Chimney. . | 


PLATE V. x 1 
Fig. 12. A View of the new Still, with its Sediment-agitating and Jet- breaking 
Apparatus — a, the Still, b, the turned- up Edge of its circular Bottom — e, one 
of the lateral Steam-eſcape Pipes. — d, the central Steam Pipe.—e, the Diſcharge 
Pipe. N. B. The Charge Pipe being on the oppoſite Side could not be ſhewn.— 
f, the Head, luted on, and held down by the Chain g. N. B. There is a ſimilar 
Chain on the other Side, the Support of i, the lying Shaſt of the Bottom Scraping 


Engine. — k, the cup-like Aperture in the Head. I, its Cover m m, its Screws. _ 


n, the upright Shaft of the Tet and Froth- breaker contained in the Head f, ane 
upper Part of the central Pipe oppoſite to the Entrance of the lateral Steam Pipes e. 
—0, the Connection between the Shaft of the horizontal Wheel p, which is moved 
by the vertical Wheel q.—r, the Handle of q.—s, the Fly Wheel. —t, t, w, w, the 
Frame. PE BT OS RO EP oa old 


5 * 
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PLATE, VI. 
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Fig. 11. Shoulder of the new Still turned up, to thew the Place and Size of 


Fig. 13. A perpendicular Section of F 5. 12. to ſhew. its internal Apparatus, 
a, the Bottom of the Still joined to b tt 
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n; Fig 14. Alterations propoſed to be made on the under Side of che Sharks - 
the new Still, to prevent any Lodgment of Steam.—a, projecting Ridge. —b 
inclined Plane, directing the Steam towards the Aperture c. There is other 2: 
the oppoſite Side of the Ridge, directing the Steam there towards the Aperture e.— 
i, is a circular Ridge in the Middle of the plain Surface around the central Aper- 
ture. — f, is an inclined Plane, directing Part of the Steam to the lateral Aperture e; 
while: g is an inclined Plane directing the Steam from the Ridge i towards the 
great Aperture h; ſo that the Steam muſt either ſtrike againſt a W 158 or an 
. ciitied Os and be ace towards one Aperture or anothes: 


* 1 1 


o pig. 18. Alterations propoſed to be a1 in the Form of the 8 in onder 

to ſuperſede the Neceſſity of the double inclined Planes in the Spaces between the 

Apertures.— a, the Verge of the Shoulder. b, the central Aperture. — c, the lateral 

| D*,—d, the Spaces between the Apertures. It is ſcarcely neceffary to ſay, that as 

By lateral 11 88 8 are very large at their Baſe, the Pipes muſt be — as in 
8 6s | 


PLATE vn. 


” Tia. 15. " View #6 a new Still, 10 cet Jong, 1 Pont 8 debes broad, and 3 
ele deep, expoſing great Extent of Surface to the Heat, with Apertures ſo con- 
ttived that no Steam can lodge beneath the Shoulder of the Still.—a, the Still.— 
b, b, b, its Heads. N. B. Were the Still 20% 30 Feet long, the Number of the 
| Heads would be enoreaſed, or dhe Vength of the Pipes at the Baſe, and their Height 
N. rrowdey —C, c, c, the Three Pipes o -one of the Heads; they are long and 
narrow at the Baſe ; their Capacity/is diminiſhed-as they aſcend, till they terminate 
in the Head. — d, d, d he Three Pipes from the Three 'Heads, terminating in e, 
the Pipe deſcending to the Worm. N. B. The Deſcent of this Pipe, not only in 
this Still, but in all thoſe already deſeribed, is contrary to the Principle ſtated con- 
_ eerning the free Eſcape of the Steam; but the Law requires that this Pipe ſhould 
ſo deſcend. f, the Chain, or whatever it may be, that keeps on the Cap of the 
Steam Pipes.—g, the Shaft of the Engine, which might as well enter at the End. 
h, h, h, b, h, h, the Tillers of i, i, the Frame of the Jet Breakerg, - one _ which 
EL in each Head, and is e the Tame: as in Fig. 12. 3 


Fig 16 An End View of A perpendicular Section of Fig: 1 is a, the 
b, the riſing Edge of the Sole or Bottom. c, the turned- up Edge of es 5 
held to b by the Screw Nails d, whoſe Futs can quickly be cle off, and the 
Shoulder removed, to adjuſt any Thing that may have gone wrong within the Still; 
or to allow a new Bottom to be fitted to the Shoulder, which Shoulder may be in 
Obe Piece of caſt Iron, chaped in a Mould, or it may be of Wood.—e; f, g, the 
Interior of the Pipes, which 15 not in the Figure contract ſo much as they ſhould 
do. -, the Diſcharge Pipe. N. B The Scraping Apparatus, whoſe Motion mut 
be horizontal and alternate From: End to End, is not repreſented in the 2222 + 
hat the rare od VE free e af to 8 0 Steam _ not 17 Nb r 
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Appendix ANC 1 


| Letter from the Rev. Groxck Skene Keith to the Right Honourable 


SYLVESTER DouGLas ; dated 25th February 1799. 


Keith Hall, February 25th, 1799. 

. 5 5 
T7 TAKE the Liberty of writing to you on the Subject of the Scotch Diſ- Reaſons for writing 
I tilleries, as Chairman of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons to this Leiter. 
whom the Inveſtigation of this Subject was entruſted in the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, becauſe when I gave my parole Evidence before the Com- 
mittee, you deſired me to ſend what further Information I could commu- 
nicate to you on my Return to Scotland. Very ſevere private Afflictions 
prevented me from taking any farther Concern in that Matter during laſt 
Summer, excepting the returning Anſwers to two Sets of printed Queſtions, 
veſtion, to which my Attention was requeſted, reſpecting 
the Diſtillation of Potatoes. I now feel it to be my Duty, from the Conn 
fidence repoſed in me as a Perſon altogether diſintereſted, to addreſs this 5 
public Letter to you as Chairman of that Committee. ; 


In this, which is meant to be a general View of the Subject, I ſhall Plan of it. 


arrange my Sentiments under the following Heads: 


1. What is already known, or admitted, or has been proved. ar What is admitted 
| | TOS 1 or proved. 
2. What is diſputable or has been conteſted by the different Parties. 2. Wust is diſputed. 


3. What Things appear to me to have been omitted, though deſerving Bol he been 


of Notice. 


4. What have been the Defedts of former Acts of Parliament on this 4: Deſet of forme 
Subject. e * how 


5. What are both the Merits and Demerits of the preſent temporary g. Merits and Do- 
Act. | {8s of laſt AR, 


6. What Regulations ſhould, in my Opinion, be eſtabliſhed in any 6. What new Regu- 
permanent Law, which may be enacted by Parliament. edle b, Lam, 
The great Body of Evidence contained in the Appendix to the Commit- Reaſons for this Plas, 
tee's Report of laſt Year is, no Doubt, a valuable Repoſitory both of Facts 
and Opinions, yet, without depreciating its Valve, it be of Uſe to arrange 
the particular Articles under diſtin Heads, and to ſupply ſuch as appear 
to have been omitted; to ſtate the Imperſections of former Laws, and 
both the Merits and Deſects of the preſent temporary Act; and, finally, to 
point out ſuch new Regulations as appear to be proper in a permanent 
Law. Theſe Things I ſhall attempt to do at once with Reſpect and with 
Freedom, and as conciſcly as I can, conſiſtently with being perſpicuous. 


TI begin with briefly enumerating thoſe Articles which are known or . 


admitted, or have been proved, on the Subject of Diſtillation. er proved. 


The immoderate Uſe 


That the exceſſive or immoderate Uſe of ardent Spirits (though theſe 7, „ 


were even of the beſt Quality) is hurtful to the Health and Morals of the the Health and Mo- 


* cople, rals of the People, 


5 


1 


Yet ths Prohihiton 
of Th:Hiiaron Would 
bg Mproptrs 


4:6  AP.FENDIX (N. 1) 


Pele, 182 Truth generally known and acknowledged. The bad Effeas 


143 Loceh appeared in many Places of Scotland very clearly before 
the late Prowniton, and the Sobriety and regular Conduct of the lower 
lalies of the People was very remarkable while the Stoppage of Diſtil- 
lion continued. 5 „% -— 


But if we prohibit the Diſtillation of Spirits in Britain, they will be 


brought to us from other Countries. We live in an advanced Period of 


Society, in which it is impoſſible to deſtroy Luxury by poſitive Laws, 
and in a commercial Nation, in which Ships will always be obtained to 
bring thoſe Commodities to this Country, which are here in general Re- 
queſt ; Diſtillation therefore ſhould not be prohibited, but only regulated 


by Law. 


Tt is favourable to 


Agriculture, Wiſer . 


to export Spirits than 
give a Bounty for ex- 
porting Corn, Por- 
tugal hurt by irs 
Vineyards, In Bri- 
_ tain Diſtillation fa - 
vours Agriculture. 


To be 4 only in 
Times of Scarcity. 


8 


Always » moſt pro- 
per Suhject of Taxa - | 
tion, as it hoth pro · 
motes the Revenue, 
and preſerves the Mo- 
rals of the People. 


pacts of a leſs gene- 


1. The Duty on Spi- 
rits rapidly increaſing 
in value beſore 1785. 


2. The Licence 
Scheme then eſtabliſh- 
ed in conſequence of 
a Clamour artfully 
raiſed by Mr. Aitchi- 
ſon, of St. Clement's 
Well, and others, | 


has been 


The Diſtillation of Britiſh Grain is favourable to Britiſh Agriculture, 
It is much wiſer to diftil our own. Corn than to grant a Bounty for ex- 

porting it, and at the ſame Time either admit or occaſion the Importation 
of Foreign Spirits, which are ſometimes manufactured from our own 
Grain, for exporting of which we had granted a Bounty. Indeed, the 


wiſeſt Courſe we could take would be to export all our ſuperabundant 


Grain in the Shape of ardent Spirits, which have employed Britiſh Labour 
in their Manufacture, while the Grains and ſpent Waſh are uſeful as Ma- 
nure to the Agriculture of Britain. The Vineyards of Portugal hurt the 


raiſing of Corn in that Country, but, fortunately in our Iſland, the raiſi 


* 


z 
1 1 $ ; (2 


of Corn and Diſtillation of Spirits go Hand in Hand, and Diſtillation ge- 
nerally tends to promote Agriculture. „„ 


It is only in Times of Scarcity that Diſtillation ſhould be rohibited 1 
at other Times it ſhould be permitted, though liable to be taxed. 


It is univerſally acknowledged, that the 2 of Spirits is extremely 
per; indeed there cannot be a more proper Subject of Taxation; for 
the Health and Morals of the People are promoted by the very ſame 
Means which increaſe the Revenue; only the Tax ſhould not be ſo high - 


as to occaſion the Introduction of foreign ſmuggled Spirits, the Uſe of 


Spirits diſtilled at Home by unlicenſed Diſtillers, or the Corruption of the 
Exciſe Officers, by thoſe who cannot pay a very high Duty. 1 


To theſe Facts, which are generally known and admitted to be true, I 
would ſubjoin others of a leſs general Kind, the Truth of which is known; 


and Foy not willingly admitted by ſome, and flatly denied by others, 
ully proved in the Courſe of this Inveſtigation. 1 


1. It evidently appears from the Reports of che Commiſſioners, and the 
Statements of the very intelligent Solicitor of Exciſe in Scotland, that 
the Amount of the Duty on Scotch Spirits was rapidly increaſing before 


the Introduction of the Licence Syſtem in 1785. 
2. It is alſo evident, that the Alteration of the Mode of laying the Duty 


was occaſioned by a Clamour raiſed by the Lowland Diſtillers, in conſe- 
quence of the very commendable Vigilance of almoſt all who were con⸗ 
nected with the Scots Exciſe z and that a Mr. Aitchiſon, a Diſtiller at St. 
Clement's Well, near Edinburgh, went up to London in 1784, and con- 
tributed much to the Introduction of the Syſtem of Licence, the Nature 
of which ſhall be afterwards explained, 5 
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ſince the Mode of impoſing a Licence Duty 
was eſtabliſhed, Scotch Spirits have not paid 


; much, as the Parliament meant that they 
ſhould pay, when the Licence Syſtem obtained the Sanction of Law. In 


. It is clearly proved, that 
on the Contents, of the Still 
ſo much Duty, or nearly ſo 


the Lowlands many of the Diſtillers, by exceſſive Rapidity in work : 
have reduced the Duty on a Gallon of Spirits to a were Trill even 81 a 
LA. Licence Duty; and in the other Two Diſtricts, the Diſtiller has not 
confined himſelf to the Quantity of Malt and Spirits allowed him by Law. 


Tf 2 


4. It is fully eſtabliſhed by unexceptionable Evidence, that the Tax on 
Diſtillation is extremely unequal, not Two Diſtillers: in the Kingdom pay- 
ing exactly the ſame Duty on every Gallon of their Spirits, and tliat the 
higheſt nominal Duty is often the loweſt real Duty, when the exceſſive 


Rapidity of the great Lowland Diſtillers is compared with the flow Pro- 


ceſs which is certainly followed in ſome Parts of the Highlands. 


- 4. It is alſo aſcertained, that no Lines of Demarcation between the 
Highlands and Lowlands have been ſtrictly obſerved by Diſtillers, or can 
be guarded by Exciſe Officers ; but that Spirits manufactured in the High- 
lands. have been carried into many Places of the Lowlands, where their 
ſuperior Quality gives them a ready Sale, and alſo a higher Price. For, 


6. It is generally acknowledged that Highland Malt Spirits find a 
quicker Sale, and fetch a higher Price, than Lowland Spirits, whether 
Raw Corn or Malt Spirits, do in the Market; whether they really be 
or not, they are generally reckoned more wholeſome, and certainly have 
not the haut goilt, or 
On the other Hand, 


7. It is not to be denied by any impartial Man, that the Spirits diſtilled 
in the Lowlands are now much cleaner and more pure than they were 
before the Licence Scheme took place. As to the Cauſe of the former 
badneſs of the Lowland Spirits, it is the Opinion of Mr. Maitland (one 
of the general Superviſors of Exciſe in Scotland, and a very accurate 
Obſerver) - that this © was in a great Meaſure occaſioned by the Diſtillers 
at that Time making their Waſh too ſtrong, to ſave the Duty, and by 
their evading the Duty altogether by fraudulently charging their Stills, 
by means of falſe Keys and Seals, and forcing a quick Diſtillation, which, 
from their Stills being large, of a cylindrical Shape, with ſmall Heads, 
brought over a great Part of the eſſential Oils.” Whatever were the 
Cauſes, the Fact is certain, that the - Lowland Spirits were not ſo pure 

revious to 1785, as they are at preſent, where the Art of Diſtillation is 
BD known than it was formerly. I do not, however, though I com- 


mend the Genius, Induſtry, and chemical Knowledge of the preſent Low- + 


land Diſtillers, admit that their Spirits are either ſo palatable or ſo whole- 


3. Leſs Tax has been 
paid on the Gallen of 
Spirits, than was in- 
tended by Parliament 
when the Syſlem of 

3 was eſtabliſn · 


4. This Tax very © 
unequal on different 
Diſtillers. 


5. No Lines of De. 
marcation betwixt the 
Highlands and Low- 
lands obſerved or can 
be guarded, 


6, Highland Spirits 
ſell — and —_ 
oned more whole. _ 
ſome, than Lowland 
Spirits. 


peculiar bad Taſte which the Lowland Spirits have. 


7. Vet theſe art 
purer now than for- 
mer! . Mr. Mit- ö 
land's Opinion of the 
Cauſe of the former 
bad Spirits, 


The Fat is certiin, 
Yet Lowland Spirits 
not ſo pure as if | 


they were ſlowly dif- 
tilled from Male 
only, | 


ſome as if they had been diſtilled from Malt only, and ſo ſlowly as to come 


cool from the Worm, or with a Degree of Heat not exceeding that of the 
Atmoſphere, . | 


But this leads me to conſider the Second Branch of my Subject, viz. 
What is diſputable or has been conteſted by the different Parties: Here I 
ſhall endeavour to account for the contrad. ctory Evidence that has been 
given before the Committee, and the oppoſite Opinions recorded in the 
Anſwers to the printed Queſtions, | | 


The Firſt Article, and indeed one of the moſt important Matters that is 
controverted, is, whether Spirits rapidly diſtilled, are as wholeſome as La 


24 Branch, : 
What is diſputable 
or has been con teled. 


Firſt Article bere is, | 
whether Spirits ra- 
pidly diſtilled be 

whoicſome os not. 


N 
N 
N 
J 
| 
| 
i 
j 
| 
' 


- them into 
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- which are diſtilled lowly : This Point is keenly conteſted ; and T ſhall here 


A great Degree of 


Heat makes both the 
empyreumatic and 
eſſential Oils come 
over and mix with 


the Spirits. i 2 


2 


ſtate my Sentiments as conciſely as I can, on a Queſtion on which the Fa- 


culty alone can decide, N on 
. The, Taſte and Wholeſomeneſß of Spirits are altered by either the 
eſſential or empyreumatic Oils. The firſt may be kept in a great Meafure 
in the Still, by mixing Alkaline Salts with the Waſh, or holding in Solution 
all the Oils which are ſoluble in Alkales (but a great Heat will force over 


à great Proportion of theſe Oils.) The ſecond is partly occaſioned by 


the Smoke or Vapour of the Fuel uſed in drying the Malt. This is the 
only Cauſe which Dr. Rotheram has mentioned, as producing this Kind of 
Oil, but it is alſo occaſioned by any Increaſe of Heat in the Courſe of the 
Diſtillation ; and a great Increaſe of this Heat not only produces Empy- 
reuma, but alſo brings over the eſſential Oils and Spirits at the ſame Time. 


It is a curious Fact, that theſe Oils, which come firſt from the Still, ſeldom 


exceed two Gills from a Still charged with Low Wines, when a very 


moderate Heat is applied; and that the Country People in this County of 


or re- diſtilling them, but keeping them as a Remedy for Sprains and 
Bruiſes. Aſter the GY”, they take off the Foreſhot, which includes all the 


good Spirits after the Oils are run off. The third is called the Middle 


The Peaſants in 
Aberdeenſhire ſepa- 
rate their Spirits into 
Four Kinds ; Firſt 
Gall ; 2. Foreſhot ; 
3. Belling Whiſkey ; 
4. Feints. The li- 
cenſed Diſtillers in 
that Coney ſeparate 
ive or 
Six ; the Lowland 
Diſtillers only into 
Three Kinds, 


running or Belling Whiſkey, And the Fourth or laſt running is the Feints, 


Thus while the great Diſtillers in Lothian picque themſelves upon keeping 


Three Kinds of Spirits ſeparate from each other, the moſt illiterate Peaſant 
in Aberdeenſhire, who uſes only the Head of a Still while he diſtils from 
his own Pot or Kettle, diſtinguiſhes Four Kinds of Spirits ; and the excel- 
lence of his Whiſkey, conſiſts in making theſe Separations. The licenſed - 
Diſtillers in this County are yet more careful in this Reſpect, many of 


them making Five Separations from the fame Still. I'know one who 


makes Six Diſtinctions, Firſt, Ga“ or Gall; Secondly, Foreſhot; Thirdly, 


Middle Running ; Fourthly, Belling Whiſkey; Fifthly, the ſtrongeſt Feints, 


which are mixed with the Low Wines; and Laſtly, the weak Feints, which 


are mixed with the Waſh, I mention this particularly, becauſe the Com- 


mittee of the Houſe of Commons appear to me to have affixed ſome 


Importance to the Separation of the Lowland Spirits into Three Kinds; 
while thoſe whoſe Diſtillation is not ſo rapid, diſtinguiſh Four, Five, 


or Six Kinds of Spirits, | 


Reaſons for thinking 


wholeſome from be- Years an immenſe Quantity ow pric d and coarfe Spirits in the Low 
ing rapidly diſtilled, 


Lowland Spirits un- 


On this Subject it deſerves to be noticed, chat there has been ſor many 


lands, which the Scotch Commiſſioners in their Reports have pronounced 


to be unwholeſome; that the Highland Spirits have never been reckoned 


unwholeſome, and ſell at a higher Price; that a moderate Quantity of 
. Nowly diſtilled Spirits never occaſions a Head- ach, but that a ſmall Quan- 


tity of the rapidly diſtilled Lowland Spirits often produces this Effect, and 
that a Man's Health muſt be hurt by what gives him a Head-ach, 
though he may by Degrees accuſtom himſelf to drink it, When all 


' theſe Things are taken into the Account, I think it is clear, that whether 


rapid Diſtillation be unwholeſome or not, if conducted ſcientifically, 
yet that great Quantities of unwholeſome Spirits have been diſtilled in the 


ad Article, whether 
Corn Spirits be 
wholeſome or not. 


Lowlands, and not in the Highlands of Scotland. 


The Second Article controverted is, whether Raw Corn Spirits be 
or be not unwholeſome. If ſuch Spirits in Scotland were rectified or 


diſtilled a Third Time, as in England, there would be 175 Due | 
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ſumption is rather againſt them. It is probable however, that by charging 
a Duty on the Raw Grain, a Check has been given to the uſing too great 


Proportion of it. 


* 
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regard to them. But as they always give a Head- ach to thoſe who are Reaſons for thinking 
not accuſtomed to drink them, which good Malt Spirits do not, the Pre- 


that they are not 
wholeſome - 


_ "The different Opinions of the Wholeſomeneſs or Unwholeſomeneſs of Cauſes of the e.. 


Spirits rapidly diſtyled, and of Raw Corn Spirits which have not been 
rectified, may be thus accounted for. The People in the Lowlands in 
general have not been accuſtomed to drink good Whiſkey; Firſt, owing to 
the Taxes being more heavy upon Diſtillation in that Part of Scotland, 
while no Tax at all was paid by private Perſons, and only a Trifle by the 
Publicans in the Highlands; Secondly, owing to the Art of Diſtillation 
being known in ſome Degree to moſt Highland Families, while it was 
_ «confined to a few Individuals in the Lowlands; and Thirdly, to the Laws on 

"Diſtillation ſince 1785, which, by limiting the Quantity, confined the High- 
land Diſtiller's Attention to the Quality of his Spirits, while the Lowlander 

paid leſs Attention to this, provided he 

Fad a large Annual Profit on his Capital. 


The Third Article in Diſpute, which has been keenly conteſtetl, regards 


the Mode according to which the Duty on Diſtillation ſhould be noſed. 


Some contend for a Licence on the Contents of the Still, others for a Tax 
on the Quantity of Spirits, as in England, and a Third Clafs for Licence 
: combined with Survey. In regard to the Firſt, it has been mentioned as 
clearly proved, that it has been a much leſs Tax on the Quantity than was 
intended to be impoſed ; that it falls very unequally on different Diſtillers, 
and was probably adopted in conſequence of a Clamour artfully raiſed by 
intereſted Perſons. And from a late Deciſion of the Court of Exche- 
quer at Edinburgh, finding that the Exciſe Officers had no Right to take 
Account of the Quantity of Spirits, ether manufactured or on Hand, it 


rent Opinions on this 
Subject. Lowlanders 


never had good — | 


Spirits, owing to 
high Taxes, Com- 
tition among the 

ublicans in the 
Highlands, who 
were allowed to diſtil, 
produced good Spi- 


i 7 


got Sale for a great Quantity, and 


Third Article, ' 
Mode of MF | 
the Duty. 16 1. | 


cence on Contents of 


the Still. ad. Survey 
on the uantity. qi. 
Re of 

Remarks on each. 


is pretty evident, that the Syſtem of Licence will never be again eſtabliſhed . 


without conſiderable Checks, which will take away the only Recommenda- 


tion of this Syſtem, namely, its being levied at an inconſidemble Expence. 


In regard to the Second, though it would no Doubt produce the greatelt 


Revenue, it muſt be collected at a very great Expence; and its being 


faithfully collected, depends more upon the loweſt Exciſe Officer, called a 
Gauger, or only an Expectant, than upon the Commiſſioners and Solicitor 
.cf Exciſe, with all the Surveyors. and Superviſors, general or local. With 
reſpect to the Third, if it mean that, as in the preſent temporary Act, 
beſides an Annual Licence Duty, a certain Sum ſhould be paid for every 

Gallon of Spirits .diſtilled, it wants the great Recommendation of the 

Licence Syſtem, the being levied at a ſmall Expence, and is liable to the 
Objection of the Diſtillers being induced to bribe the Exciſe Officer ; the 
Temptation to Corruption is here the ame in Kind, though differing only 
-w Deere... 1 . 53 


The different Opinions, entertained by different Perſons on this Subject, 
may be thus accounted for: Men who poſſeſs great Capitals, who have 
acquired the Art of diſtilling with exceſſive Rapidity, who live in a rich 
Country, abundant in Corn raiſed within a reaſonable Diſtance, or near a 

Sea Port, Canal, or navigable River, where they can import Grain from 
other Places or Countries, who hate Exciſe Officers, and yet love to pay 
only very low Taxes; who wiſh to carry on a very extenfive Trade, and 


obtain a great Sum of Annual Profit, = much regarding the W 
£ | B | 


How to account for 
the difſet eni Opinions, 
Men of great Capt» 
tals prefer @ Licence 
alone. 


5 if they can find a Sale for their Spirits, or who can ſell the Middle Running 
4 'i ti kdts they call it, or pureſt Spirits, to the better Sort of Cuſtomers, at a high 
| Price, and the Foreſhot mixed with the firſt of the Feints, and artificially 

coloured, to a different Claſs of Men, who can afford to drink only a coarſer 
Kind of Spirits, very cheap and low priced; Men of this Deſcription 
naturally contend for a Licence Duty on the Contents of the Still, without 

e conſidering, or chooſing to reflect, that they are influenced by ſelfiſh Motives. 

Ne tee eee Men of moderate Capitals, who alſo know the Art of Diſtillation, but are 

Licence combined too conſcientious to uſe Copper Pipes and Worms for accelerating the 
with Survey, Proceſs, or are ſenſible that the great Diſtillers have either more chemical 
KRK Knowledge, or pay a leſs real Tax upon the Quantity, becauſe they are 

- +++ 2 mot ſocareful about the Quality of their Spirits, and who are not able to 
pay very large Sums in advance to Government, nor ſo proud as to look 
upon an Exciſe Officer with Diſdain, may naturally wiſh to have a Licence 

Men of (mall Copitals Duty combined with a partial Survey. Laſtly, Men of ſmall Capitals, who 
only, | © Hive in a poor Country, where a large Quantity of Grain cannot be had 

| within a reaſonable Diſtance, who are too poor to bribe an Exciſe Officer, 
and tremble at the Sight of a Superviſor, who with to obtain as large a Profit 

-as they can from a ſmall Capital, by paying particular Attention to the 
Quality of their Spirits, naturally wiſh the Tax to be wholly on the Quan- 
tity diſtilled, both becauſe in this Mode they pay both the eaſieſt raiſed, 
gagand the loweſt Annual Sum of Tax to Government, and are enabled to 

No 1, keep their Ground with the great Diſtillers, and ſometimes beat thoſe out of 

„ the Market, who would otherwiſe have underſold and ruined them. Thus 

their different Situations in Life produce different Opinions. 


The above Articles reſpecting the Wholeſomeneſs of Spirits diſtilled 

rapidly, and from Raw Grain, and concerning the Mode of impoſing a 
Duty on Diſtillation, are the principal Matters in diſpute; and leaving 
Third Branch, inferior Matters, I paſs on to the Third Branch of my Subject, viz, 


What Things tem, What things to me appear to have been omitted, though worthy. of 
to have been omitted. Nati. o muwc  þ Fr e 


Firſt Oomiſſon. The Firſt of theſe regards the Amount of the Tax that might be raiſed 
ee ee ſrom the Diſtillation of Spirits in Scotland, and which has been put only 
bigh, moderate, and in general Terms. I would here obſerve, that a very high Tax, amounting 
low Tax, almoſt to a Prohibition of the Uſe of ardent Spirits to the middle and 
lower Claſſes, would amount to very little ; that a high Tax, which in ſome 

Degree prohibited the lower, and greatly limited the middle Claſſes in this 

Reſpect, would produce a greater, though ſtill a ſmall Revenue; that a 

moderate Tax, which permitted to the middle Claſſes a reaſonable Uſe of 

ardent Spirits, but limited much the lower Claſſes in this Reſpect, would 

produce the greateſt Revenue to Government, while a low Tax would 

produce a Revenue more Four collected, and leſs liable to Fraud in the 

Mode of collecting it, but not ſo much inferior to a moderate Tax in point 

of neat Amount, as it would be deſtructive to the Morals of the People. 

Eff. ct. of different It deſerves alſo to be noticed, that the Agriculture of the Country is not 
Degrees of Tae. much leſs injured by a moderate than by a lo Tax, becauſe Perſons engaged 
in Agriculture ate injured by the exceſſive Uſe of ardent Spirits, but that it is 

certainly much more affected by a high Tax, which produces no more clear 

. Revenue to Government in any Year, and in moſt Caſes a far leſs neat 
The important Point Revenue. It ſhould be particularly attended to, that there is a Point in 
here (tated, which Taxation, below which the Health and Morals of the People ſuffer much 


ſhould be hit j es 
idle, 2995 by the low Duty, above which the Agriculture of the Country is 1 


| 
— 


* 


— 
” 


— 
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by a high one, but at which the Revenue from Diſtillation is both great and 

permanent by a Moderate Duty, which ſufficiently encourages the Agri- 

culture of the Kingdom, and protects the Healch and Morals of the Peo- 

ple, by thoſe very Laws which promote the Revenue. The great Difficulty 

is to aſcertain this Point, which cannot be done by any Theory, but may be 

approximated very nearly by the following Rule. Begin with a moderate B. A Rule here to be 
Duty, rather ſomewhat low, ſuppoſe T'wo Shillings a Gallon; try the en oa 

Amount of this Tax for a Year at leaſt, then raiſe the Duty to Two Shil-. 

lings and Six Pence per Gallon; jf the neat Amount is conſiderably more, 

it will appear, that the Duty is ſtill not too high; and it may be increaſed 

to Three Shillings, till the Effect of this be ſeen : But whenever the In- 

creaſe of the Duty produces not only no proportionable, but only a very. 

ſmall Addition to the Revenue, the Tax ſhould be carried no farther, leſt © 

it encourage the Corruption of Exciſe Officers, increaſe both foreign and 

domeſtic Smuggling, and injure the Agriculture of the Country more than 

it promotes the Health and Morals of the People: If the Increaſe. of the 

nominal Duty occaſion a-Diminution of the Revenue, the laſt Addition to 
the Tax ſhould be repealed, after its Operation is fairly tried. | 


If the Committee laſt Year, when I gave my parole Evidence before them, Comparative State- 
had aſked me particularly, what would have been the neat Amount of the n of the Revenue 
Revenue at Four Shillings and Seven Pence per Gallon; I would have „ 
anſwered, One Third Part of the greateſt Revenue that can be raiſed by a if theConmittes bad 
moderate Duty: If I had been aſked, what would have been the Amount e 
of the Revenue at One Shilling per Gallon; T ſhould have anſwered, pro- 
bably Two Thirds of the groſs Amount of what would have been raiſed by 
fuch a proper Duty : If I had been farther aſked, what would have been the 
Amount of a Duty of Three Shillings and Six Pence per Gallon ; I would 
have anſwered, about Three Fourths, perhaps Seven Eighths of the Duty; 
which is ſuppoſed to be moderate, and found to be moſt productive; but I 
would have declined mentioning any ſpecific Sum of Duty, as likely to be | 
produced of clear Revenue, unleſs I had had more Data; and I would net 
have reaſoned from the Population of the Country, becauſe the Number of 5 
Drinkers and the Quantity drunk, would be very different, according as the 
Spirits were ſold at a high, a moderate, or a low Price. I did anſwer, and 
ſtill believe, that the Duty ſhould not exceed Two Shillings per Galton for 
ſome Time; though it may afterwards be gradually increaſed till its higheſt 

robable Amount is diſcovered : But the firſt Objects ſhould be, to get the 
Ty ſupported by public Opinion ; to render the illicit Trader at Home 
contemptible, and the Foreign Smuggler odious ; and to promote the Agricul- 
ture of the Kingdom: The Importance of the Subject will plead my Excuſe 
for being ſo particular on the Subject of the Tax on Diſtillation, as che rea- 
ſoning here uſed is applicable to other Branches of the Revenue, - 


The next Article which in my Opinion was deſerving of Notice, becond Artie 
though omitted to be put by the Committee, regards the Value of Spent Spent Waſh. 11. 
Waſh as a Manure, when there happens in a particular Seaſon to be no fed, of this as a Mu- 
Demand for feeding Cattle. I was in this Situation in 1778, being newly 5 
ſettled, and having only Two ſmall Cows to conſume the Waſh of Fourteen ber-, 
Buſhels of Malt and Forty of Potatoes. I ſpread it on new Ground, which 
was that Year to be laid down with Graſs Seeds, after growing the Poratoes 
which I had diſtilled; the Effect was ere both on the Barley and 
ſubſequent Crops of Graſs. I have witneſſed the ſame Thing in other Caſes, 
particularly in 1796, where I ſaw an uncommonly fine Crop of Flax, raiſed 
from Spent Waſh as a Manure, and in 1797, where an uncommonly weighty | 


Crop 


/ 
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Crop of Graſs ſucceeded that of Flax; I ſtate this particularly, becauſe 

Mr. Maclagan's Evidence before the —— — in one Place to un- 

der- rate, and in another to over- rate the Value of the Spent Waſh for 

feeding Cattle; the Spent Waſh has a real and natural Value as a Manure, 

an accidental and unzqual Value in feeding Cattle, according as there is a 

Daemand for feeding, or a Profit in rearing Black Cattle and Hogs, or the 

| Reverſe of this in a particular Seaſon ; it is always of groat TAY 0 
3 in whatever Way it. is employed. 


Third Article re- ' The Third Article which 1 FOR have'wiſhed to have 105 Wade che 
3 5 6 Subject of a Queſtion before the Committee, reſpects the Indulgence ſhewn 
cans in the North of to the Northern Counties of Scotland, long before the Introduction of the 
je rag long before JCicence Syſtem in 1785; I allude here to the Practice, allowed formerly 
2 ad by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, of taking Compoſitions "644 
the Innkeepers of this Country, at the Rate of Sixteen Shullings a Year, 
both for brewing Ale and diſtilling all the Spirits which, they had Occaſion 
_ for in their tippling Houſes or ſmall Country Inns: As there were no Diſtil- 
leries in this Country at that Time, as private Families were then allowed to 
diſtil in ſmall Stills for their own Uſe, and as all the Revenue from the 
Keepers of Public Houſes was not worth the Expence of a Survey; this 
Meaſure was at that Time very proper in a thinly inhabited Part of the 
Kingdom; beſides, this Permiſſion to the Innkeepers. was a Matter of nati. 
_ - onal Economy, as the Innkeepers Spirits were chiefly diftiled from their 
Dregs, or thoſe Materials which are now thrown away as uſeleſs. It is not 
to be wondered at, that the Highland Spirits were generally good, when the 
Art of Diſtillation was known to every private Family, and when the Inn- 
kee pers contended who ſhould make the beſt Whiſkey'; the Lowlands had 
not els Advantages at that Time; it is ſince the Introduction of the Sy 
tem of Licence, that the Lowland Diſtiller, with a higher Duty © on. the Con- 
Ents of bis eas pays a, anos Tax on the Gallun bf his Er”; : 


"Fourth 8 1 lie next Amlele ad the Uſe of Peats einer in Gying K Mal or in 
won Mele with diſtilling Spirits: From the Committee's having omitted to put this Queſ- 
Pears or Cinders. tion, “Are Peats univerſally uſed for drying Malt in the Northern Diſ- 
ay nj — ue). tricts of Scotland,” they have reported, that the Peat Smoke, in drying the 
Diſpute about KEx- Malt, is a Circumſtance which renders the Spirits agreeable.to the People in 
by fr _ 22 thoſe Diſtricts; now the Fact is, that in the TWO Diſtilleries in my Neigh- 
Fuel. bourhood, one at Fifteen and the other at Seventeen Miles from Aberdeen, 
the Malt is all dried with Cinders, not with Peats; and every Perſon with 
whom I ever convetſed on the Subject, prefers the Flavour of the Cinder- 

dried Malt Spirits to that of Spirits from Malt dried with Peats. I have 

Reaſon to believe, that very few of the Diſtillers in this Country uſe Peats 

in drying; and I know only of Two, who live within a few Hundred Yards 

of a Peat Moſs, and are about Twenty Miles from Aberdeen, who uſe Peats 

either in drying their Malt or diſtilling their Spirits. As to this laſt Article 

of diſtilling Spirits with Peat Fuel, Collector Corbet has ſtated, very juſtly, 

that a great klear is not neceſſary in Diſtillation, and that Spirits may be 

; dliſtilled from Peats as well as from Coals ; but L know that the Eeats of this 
Country, where the Moſſes are nearly exhauſted, would not produce an 
Fegg here fiated of equable Heat; and; I ſhall ſtate: one- ſtubborn Fact, which cannot be de- 
= b «pence of veat- nied, that Peat- Fuel: is much more expenſive than either Scotch or Engliſh 
in Aberdeen. Coals. The Bakers in Aberdeen paid generally. from Fifteen to Twenty 
five Shillings Weekly for Peats to ſupply their Ovens, till the Failure of 

the Peats, in the calamitous Scaſon of 178, compelled them to uſe Coals; 


pa Tune, till the Coal Tax was N off, the Expence of 3 


F 


and feeding their Ovens, amounted only from Five to Seven Shillings, and 
at preſent is from 35. 6 d. to 55. 6d, Weekly. The Queſtion about Fuel 
is a Queſtion of Expence principally, and has not been generally under- 


ne We ge WONG: af are 
n 9 — „ 


. The only other Caſe in which I would beg leave to ſupply an Omiſſion, Fifth Anicle omitted. 
regards the Effect of a Number of great e Es. depreſs the The Effect of nyo 
Sale of Corn, or raiſe the Price of Spirits. A Queſtion was put by the Com- wan of ns the 
mittee about the Poſſibility of a Monopoly; but there is a great Difference though not a Mono- | 
between a Monopoly and a fair, free, and open Market. There is an inter- 1“ Jet ben bad. = 
mediate Stage between theſe two, viz, A Combination among a few great 9» = 
Dealers in any Branch of Commerce, which has often a great Influe ncein 
the Prices of Commodities ; and if the Syſtem of Licence be continued, and 
a very high Duty paid in Advance, it will be in the Power of a few Indivi- 
duals, or Companies who poſſeſs great Capitals, and have extenſive Corre- 
ſpondence, to produce worſe Effects by an Ariſtocracy in Commerce, which 
the Laws have not provided againſt, than by a Monopoly which can only be 
ellabulhed by Lan in ths free een nt ona 


Thus I have freely ſtated the principal Articles which appear to me of 
Importance, though omitted to be put in the Shape of particular Queſtions 


by the Committee. 


Fourth Branch of my Subject : —What have been the Deſects of former Pourth Branch, _ 
V e de of for» 
mer Law. 


Acts of Parliament, which impoſed a Duty on ardent Spirits. 


I need not here mention the improper. Allowance of rectifying Stills 
whoſe Contents were not limited, nor any of thoſe other Omiſſions or De- 
ſects which are now generally known. „ 


- 


I muſt, however, obſerve in general, that an Act, impoſing the Duty of Of that which im- 
Diſtillation ſolely upon the Waſh immediately previous to the Introduction 2 dhe Was This 
of the Licence Syſtem, might not be hurtful in England, where all Spirits of improper in Scotland, 
the Second Diſtillation are ſold to the Rectiſier, but would be very hurtful, nme ace. 
and really was improper, when impoſed on Spirits uſed in Scotland, where e 
they are ſold to the Conſumer after being Twice diſtilled, and without being 
rectified. The Diſtillers were tempted to make their Waſh too ſtrong in 
the Lowlands; and if there had been any licenſed Diſtillers in the moſt 
Northern Parts of Scotland, this Tax would have been very unequal; for 
the ſame Strength of Waſh, aſcertained by the Saccharometer, of Bear or Big 
grown in Sutherland or Caithneſs, would not have produced ſo much Spirits 
as if the Grain had been the Growth of Dumfries or Berwickſhire, An 
unequal Tax, and a coarſe Spirit, owing to the Waſh being too ſtrong, and 
not thoroughly fermented or attenuated, mult be the Conſequence of im- 


poſing the Duty upon the Waſh alone. 


” But the Defects, to uſe the mildeſt Language, of the Licence Syſtem, call 
off one's Attention from the Acts of Parliament which preceded it. 


It was formerly underſtood, that all Taxes were either direct on Perſons Defefts of hekieenee 
and Property, or indirect upon the Quantity conſumed by a Purchaſer of 22 e ogy | 
any Commodity which was ſubject to a Tax. But a new Principle of its Nature and bad 
Finance or Taxation upon Luxury, was introduced in impoſing Duties in Ef. 
1785. on the Scotch Diſtilleries. It is called taxing by Time. As the 
Money Price of Labour, n in. Canis has been ſo much . in 

Es | | f ritain 
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Britain within theſe few Years, the great Riſe of that Price ſhould alone 


ſaving the Wages of Labourers, would be all that he poſſibly could do 
when under the ſtrongeſt Motives to employ his Time to the beſt Account, 


. ledge; but I cannot approve of the Syſtem of Licence, as founded in any 
Principle of Taxation with which I am acquainted = 


near the Boundaries of the Lowlands to carry their Spirits into that 


"Tho. of bot Waſh 
improperly prohi - 
| bited, 


_ Pleaſure in dwelling on this Subject, and therefore proceed to the 


Fifth Branch. 
The Merits and De- 


feels of the preſent 


temporary Act. 


Its Merits, The 

| Neck of Licence broke 
by a partial Tax on 
the Spirits, by re- 
ſtoring the Power of 
Permits to the Ex- 
eiſe, by a Duty on 

the Stock, and b 

prohibiting Dittilla- 
tion on Sundays. 


higheſt Perfection, but that what the Diſtiller did when taxed by the 


their Induſtry, and both their mechanical Diſcoveries and chemical Know- 


concerning the Profits of the Diſtiller, for the Officers of Exciſe were not 
permitted to take any Account of Stock, and the Diſtillers were allowed 


the eſſential Oils and fiery Particles would in ſome Meaſure have evaporated 


the bad . e of the Spirits was prohibited, while the high Licence 


have quickened the Manufacturers Induſtry. But as if that had not been 
ſufficient, the Legiſlature impoſed a Duty upon the Cubical Contents of 
the Still which was paid Annually, and taught the Diſtiller to work againſt 
Time, Sunday itſelf not excepted. The great DefeCt of the Law con- 
ſiſted in ſupparng, not only that the Art of Diſtillation was arrived at its 


Quantity of his Spirits, when a great Part of this Quantity was concealed, 
and when he was under no Temptation to make great Exertions, except 


The Conſequence was, an immenſe Quantity of low-priced” and very bad 
Spirits, I give the Lowland Diſtillers very great Credit for their Genius, 


The Diviſion of the Kingdom into Diſtricts, Highland and Lowland, 
and afterwards Intermediate, and making arbitrary Lines of Demarcation, 
beyond which the Manufacturers were limited to both Quantity and Mar- 
ket, while thoſe on the others were unlimited, might be of no Service to 
thoſe who were remote from the Limits, but tempted thoſe who were 


Country. But the People of the Lowlands, in conſequence of the very 
high Licence Duty, were deprived of all Acceſs to pure Malt Spirits 
ſlowly diſtilled, and generally reckoned moſt wholeſome, certainly moſt 
palateable ; the. Government was deprived of all Means of Information 


to permit what Spirits they fold. When the Licence Duty was low, the 
va”! Effects of the Licence Scheme were not felt, but they developed 
themſelves as the Duty was increaſed. It is ſomewhat ſingular that the 
Diſtillers were fined for heating their Waſh, when a higher Licence Duty 
could have compenſated for this Liberty, and when the Empyreuma of 
Corn Spirits would have been much leſſened by ſuch a Practice, and even 


in heating the Waſh. Thus the only Thing which might have leſſened 


Duty, the Power of granting Permits, and the Want of a high Penalty 
for working on Sundays, muſt ſoon have thrown the Trade into the Hands 
of a few rich Individuals or Companies, whoſe Operations muſt ſoon have 
deeply injured the Agriculture of the Kingdom, the Health and Morals of 
the People, and the 'eſtabliſhed Religion of the Country, I have no 


\ Fifth Branch, viz. What are both the Merits and the Defe&ts of the 
preſent temporary Act of Parliament, „ ͤð—VD»eQ 


This Act has broken the Neck of the Licence Syſtem, by adding an 
additional Duty of One Shilling per Gallon upon all Spirits to be diſtilled 
during its Currency. It has recovered the Power of giving Permits, which 
the Officers of Exciſe have regained, and the Power of entering to take 
an Account of Stock, and attend to all the Operations of Diſtillers, which, 
I ſuppoſe, will ſatisfy Parliament ought never again to be relinquiſhed, in 
conſequence of the late Deciſion of the Court of Exchequer __ the 
| ; | 3 c rown, 


Crown *. It alſo very properly impoſed this additional Duty on all Spirits 
on all Spirits 

on Hand, which had formerly paid a very trifling Duty = the Galen, 

| though the Annual Licence Duty on the Contents of the Still was pretty 
highs 4 5 has baer eg 1 ee Penalty, with great Propriety, againſt 
thoſe who are guilty of that Outrage againſt hoth Relioi cy, 

viz. Diſtilling on the Sabbath Day. om by HY an 1 155 3 


But with all thefe Recommendations it has ſome Deſects, as they appe, a Its . 
to me, which I ſhall mention with the greateſt Deference to the 1 ts Defedts, 


1ſt, The old Syſtem of Lines of Demarcation is continued : This was an „ 
uſeleſs Appendage of the Licence Syſtem, and ought to have been removed. 8 
As the Limitation of Quantity of Malt and Spirits was continued, and as the 0. | 
Lowland Diſtillers certainly do more than Six Times the Quantity allowed | 
to their Obs ogrrony we Trade ſhould have been allowed to both. For it 
is certain, that the total Tax, in proportion to the Quantity, is greater there 
(that is in the Highlands) than in the Lowlands. ee e 


24, While the Intermediate and Highland Diſtricts are limited to the Neglegting to limit 
Quantity both of Grain and Spirits; which are to be allowed for the Licence the Quantity to be 
Doty, and a Shilling on every Gallon diſtilled, the Lowland Diftiller is not 4. Lanner Buy. 
limited to any Quantity: But he ought to have been limited to a Quantity „„ 
proportioned to his Licence, viz. Six Times as much as is allowed to the 
Diſtillers in the Intermediate Diſtrict, and to have paid, as they do, Three 
Shillings per Gallon for all that he diſtils beyond that Quantity. , 


zd. I cannot help thinking that Three Shillings per Gallon was too high By impopng 47. 
a Duty, for ſome Time, at any Rate. The Smugglers had found out a Way, is too high a Duty 
within theſe Two Years, by which Dutch Gin, notwithſtanding all direct dh lern Peres 
Communication with Scotland has been ſtopt, could be brought, as formerly, ns n 
to the Coaſts of Scotland. The illicit domeſtic Traders had diſtilled great 3 
Quantities, without paying any Licence or Tax whatever; it would there- 8 
fore, in my Opinion, have been proper to have given the Smuggler leſs 
Temptation to import Foreign Spirits, and by paſſing a popular Act, ſup- 
ported by public Opinion, to have effectually checked all private illicit diſ- 
tilling. Beſides, a Number of the Diſtillers, who are now out of the Trade, 
would have continued in it. When a Man engages in any Occupation, he 
is unwilling to quit it; and he may be brought to pay the ſame Tax by 
Degrees, which would ſtartle and diſconcert him if impoſed, all at once. 
The Duty on the Intermediate Diſtrict, is above Three Shillings and Two 
Pence per Gallon ; the Lowland Diſtillers is much leſs. This muſt occa= 
ſion Attempts to corrupt the Exciſe, Officers, which would not be riſked if 
a Tax of 25, or 25. 34. had been impoſed. „ 


Ath. The granting a Licence only from the g th of July laſt, has occa- Granting Liceness 
ſioned fewer Diſtillers to take out Licences in the Highland and Interme- 9"! from the gib of 
diate Diſtricts, 1 know one Diſtiller, who was believed to be dying in July . 

but recovered in October, and who then applied for a Licence, which was 

refuſed him, except upon his paying the Licence Duty for the Three Months 

preceding, during which he was confined to his Bed. I heard of another ina 

ſimilar Situation; and though J do not blame the Board of Exciſe, or their 

Solicitor, for ſtrictly conforming to the Letter of the Law, I think this was 

a Defect in the Act. 1 Ts L „ 


— 


-The Deciſion here and in Page 459 alluded to, was in the Caſe Hume, Qui tam, 4 Fe 
3 on a Writ of Error and . of Exceptions in the Houſe of Lords, ine Judgment for the | 
;/endanti has been fince rever/ede os Hes NE FVV 
e e 5th, The 


Demanding too large 


nun Advance to Gu» 
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th. The advancing too large a Sum at once to Government, and the 
being obliged to give, in ſome Caſes, Three Months Notice before giving 
up a Licence, I conſider as ſevere to the Diſtiller, and at leaſt not beneficial 
to the Revenue. One Month's. Duty advanced, and One Month's Notice in 


every Caſe, I ſhould think is quite ſufficient. A Diſtiller's Death or Re. 


Impoſing a Duty on 

Spirits, along with 

4 Licence Duty. | 
| ST 


Improper in any per- 
manent, but proper 
in a temporary Af 


moval, Riſe of the Price of Grain, and Want of Capital, render large Ad- 
vances and. long Notice very inconvenient. „% 


6th. But the greateſt Peſect in che Act, if it had not been a temporary 
one, is the impoſing a Duty per Gallon of Spirits combined with a Sur. 


_ vey and Licence Duty. The principal Reaſons for the Licence Syſtem are, 
that the Duty is collected at a ſmall comparative Expence, and that no 
Temptation is hp for offering or receiving Bribes, with a View to leſſen 


. 


the Revenue. But theſe Arguments are both deſtroyed by the preſent Act; 
for there'is the Expence of a Survey incurred, a Temptation given to bribe 
Exciſe Officers where they can be got at on moderate Terms; and yet the 
Licence Syſtem is partly continued. It would have been better to have made 
all the Diſtillers give Bond for a higher Licence Duty, as the Minimum that 


; they were to pay to Government; to have allowed them a certain Quantity 
of Spirits to be diſtilled, if they could diſtil that Quantity, and if they diſ- 


tilled more, to pay a certain Sum per Gallon for the additional Quantity. 
Conſidered, however, as a temporary Act, I acknowledge the additional 
Shilling, on every Gallon diſtilled, as a Mode of aſcertaining how much 
every Piſtiller did actually diſtil in the Courſe of a Year, to be very proper; 
and in this View I ſhould have preferred an Addition of Six Pence to an 
Addition of a Shilling per Gallon; for it would have afforded leſs Tempta- 


tion to the Diſtillers to conceal (and I ſuſpect that ſome have concealed) 
the Quantity which they diſtilled ſince the Act was paſſed, 


Omitting to fix what 
Weight of Raw 

Grain ſhall be called 
A a 


\ 


Laſt Branch. 
New Regulations. 


Previous Remarks, 


The laſt Defe&t of the preſent temporary Act is the not defining what 
Weight of Raw Grain, ground or unground, ſhall be accounted equal to a 
Buſhel of Malt. As the Act ſtands at preſent, a Buſhel of Raw Grain pays 
only the ſame Duty as a Buſhel of Malt, although a Buſhel of Raw Grain 
would amount to more than a Buſhel if malted. A Buſhel of Malt weighs 
from 28 to 34 lbs. Avoirdupoiſe, or from 25 to 31 lbs. Dutch. But as a 
Buſhel of Raw Grain, mixed with a Buſhel of malted Barley, produces One 
Sixth Part of Spirits more than if the Whole had been malted, the beſt Rule 
would be to make ev 1121bs. of Raw Grain to be reckoned Four 
Buſhels, i. e. Twenty-eight for the Buſhel. This Correction is neceſſary, in 
order to impoſe an equal Malt Tax upon all the Grain uſed by the Diſ- 
ny | „„ 9 


come now to che laſt and moſt important Branch of my Subject; 
namely, to mention what Regulations ſhould, in my Opinion, be elta- 
bliſhed in any permanent Law which may be enacted by Parliament. 


I muſt here begin with Two General Remarks, which, I think, demand 
the Attention of every Man who wiſhes both to promote the Revenue of 
the Country, and the Health and Morals of the People ; they are the fol- 


lowing : 
N : 4 N o # 4 


Salaries of Exciſe 
Officers to be aug- 
mented ; 


1ſt, I do not ſuppoſe that the Syſtem of Licence will ever be attempted 
to be re-eſtabliſhed, without any Check being lodged in the Hands of the 
Officers of Exciſe ;-and no Law, in which even a partial Survey is eſta- 
bliſhed, will ever be effectual, unleſs there be at every Diſtillery, W | 
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Neighbourhood of a few Diſtilleries, at leaſt One Perſon who: has a muh 
greater Allowance chan £.50. a Year. I am not in the leaſt connected with ' * 
any Perſon in the Exciſe, and on that Account feel myſelf called upon to de- 
clare, that an Addition to the Salaries of a certain Number of Exciſe Of-/ 
ficers appears to me to be abſolutely noceſſary. For the Legiflature may 
enact a very proper Law, and the Commiſſioners. of Exciſe may ſend 
Courſing Officers, and what other Deſcriptions of Surveyors or Superviſors - 
they pleaſe.; but unleſs there be One Exciſe Officer, with a Salary of Eighty | 
Pounds, or a, Hundred a Year, he will be expoſed to great Temptation to 
favour the Diſtiller; the latter may artfully contrive not to offer a dire. 
Bribe, but with more Delicacy in his Mode of Procedure to lend Money to 
a poor Exciſe Officer, and by not demanding Payment, to render a Man 
who wiſhes.to be honeſt, but has not Fortitude to diſcloſe his Situation, too 
much dependant upon him. I do not ſay that ſuch a Mode as 1 have here 
eee / et ra 


ad. Aſter thus augmenting the Salaries, 1 hould propoſe | that -the ſame Bo, leere „„ 
Puniſhments ſhould. be inflicted upon corrupted Officets of Exciſe, as upon ae ee when 
other Felons. For the Robber on the Highway is under no Obligations to 10 bo cor- 


'1upted. 
the Traveller whom he aflaults, and he gives fair Warning when he demands Cr 


his Money; but the corrupted Exciſe Officer is guilty of the ſame Degree 
of Diſhoneſty, when he defrauds the Government that both feeds him, and 
confides in his Integrity; ſo that he unites Ingratitude and Breach of Truſt. 
to his immoral Practices. I am not a Friend to capital Puniſhments, but I 
think that ſolitary Impriſonment, for a Term of Years, ſhould here be in- 
ified on ſuch a corrupted Exciſe Office rt. 


, 1 


| Having thus ſtated what I conſider as a previous Step to che propoling any 4 Plans: „ 


permanent Law, I ſhall mention the Regulations which appear to me to 
be of the 5 Importance, according to the Nature of the Syſtem Which 
ſhall be adopted. by Parliam en. 


# 


iſt. It does · not admit of a Doubt with me, that a compleat Survey, where $urrey the bel. „„ 


the whole Duty is impoſed upon every Gallon of Spirits actually diſtilled, 
would be the faireſt .or moſt equal Method, and on the Whole would be 
moſt productive, even after paying all Charges; and as the Experiment of 
the Licence Syſtem has been found ſo very expenſive to the Health and 
Morals of the People, and ſo unequal a en ho on different Diſtillers, and 
ito ce ſo much leſs Duty than the Legiſlature meant to impoſe upon the 
Gallon of Spirits, I think there could be no Harm in truſting the Commil- 
ſioners · of the Scotch Exciſe and their Solicitor, with making an Experiment 
of a compleat Survey for ſome Years, more eſpecially as it is eſtabliſhed by 
the Evidence before the Committee, that the Scotch Board of Exciſe were 
making great Exertions, according to the exiſting Laws, and their then li- 
mited Knowledge previous to the Introduction of the Licence Syſtem, to 
_ render the Revenues as productive as poſlible, and that the great Lowland | 
Diſtillers, who are the keeneſt Advocates for that Syſtem, by their exceſ. 
ſive Rapidity in Diſtillation (forwarded in ſome - Caſes by hot Waſh) by 
the Introduction of unmeaſured Pipes, and great Qpantities of Iron for 
ſweeping their Stills, and in general by working on the Sabbath Day, have 
made the Licence Duty as little a Burthen on themſelves, and as little a Tax 


on the Quantity of Spirits they diſtilled, as they poſſibly could. 


T eftbliſhed, the fame Regulaions which are uſed 
In England, may be introduced in x "a with the following W 
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| Mod As dhe Scotch Spirits are not reckified, but ſold to tHe Confumer, the 
Pudies by sure. Duty ought not to be upon the Waſh, excepting that Duty be made very 
Fo low, viz. One Penny Halfpenny or Two Pence, and excepting alſo this 
Waſh be of a certain inferior Strength, which is not yet aſcertained by the 
Saccharometer; and indeed which would not be 0 the fame, even if 
tried by that Inſtrument, in different Seaſons, and eſpecially in the Northern 
and Southern Counties of Scotland. The Duty, in my Opinion, ſhould be 
charged upon the Spirits, checked by preſumable Charges on the Malt and 
ground Raw Grain, and on the 'Waſh, as far as this can be taken by the 
Saccharometer, as well as on the Low Wines by the Hydromete. 


$ regen Duty without 2d. If it is inſiſted, that thoſe who are willing to pay a great Licence Duty, 
l — - ſhould be indulged in getting an Act of Parliament to favour their Wiſhes, 
EE „ let them get ſuch Liberty on paying at leaſt /. 320 per Gallon on the Con- 

| tents of their Stills, Head and Pipes, till they enter the Worm, and let them 
4 „„ alſo be allowed to uſe hot Waſh, if they chooſe to do ſo; for though this 
1 may ſomewhat affect the Quantity of Spirits contained in the Waſh, it will 
4... 4... end to improve the Quality of their Spirits; but let all the effential Oils, 
which they call their Foreſhot, and all their Middle Running, after it finks' 
below Hydrometer Proof, be diſtilled over again, under a very high Pe- 

bY, nalty, after being mixed with the Feints, and ar leaft an equal Quantity of 
p Water, I have on Purpole examined the Spirits of the Lowland Diſtillers, 

and have ſome Reaſon to think that more than what they call the Middle 

Running is ſold too often to the Spirit Dealers after receiying, as it is called, 

a Touch of the Doctor. The Regulation here propoſed can do no Harm to 

an honeſt Diſtiller, but may ſave the Lives of many of His Majeſty's Subjects. 

Gurvey:combined © 3d. If it be propoſed to combine a partial Survey with the Licence Syſtem, 
Vieh Licence, inſtead of propoſing a Duty of a Shilling or fuch Sum along with a Survey, 
58 inereaſe the Licence Duty as much as that additional Sum has been found to 
produce, and let this Licence Duty ſo augmented, be declared to be the Mi- 

nimum to be paid by the Diſtiller, but let him ſtill be bound to pay what 

Duty per Gallon. is thought proper, upon every Gallon exeeeding a certain 

Number, ſuppoſe 19,920 Gallons, being Six Times the Quantity allowed 

to the Diſtillers in the Intermediate Diſtrict, and the preciſe Quantity that 

ought N have been allowed to the Lowland Diſtillers in the pretent tempo- 
% bo bt p50” GISITE. GIrHEE Af 


K 


hoe vey and Licence Ath. As it is of the utmoſt Conſequence, that the People of the Lowlands 


to he allowed a free > bs an . „ / ᷣ pt yx 7”? 
Comput. ſhould not be condemned to drink Spirits, which they conſider to be un- 


wholeſome, or elſe to ſnuggle from the Highlands, let it be in the Option 

of the Diſtiller, either to take out a Licence in Terms of the Third Article, 

at . 160 per Gallon of the Contents of his Still; or to pay Two Shiflings and 

Six Pence per Gallon on a compleat Survey. I ſee a Petition has lately been 

preſented to the Houſe of Commons, by the Lowland Diſtillers, complaining 

© of the Smuggling of the Highland Spirits into the Lowlands; and pray ing the 

Houſe would take the moſt effeftual Meaſures to ſuppteſs this illicit Trade, 

The moſt effectual Way of ſuppreſſing this, if the great Ditillers are to be 

allowed to have the Duty ſtill charged upon them according to the Licence 
Syſtem, would be to allow as many Diſtillers An the Lowlands as have but 

moderate Capitals, and are willing to ſubmit to a compleat Survey, to carry 

on their more limited Trade, and to pay particular Attention to the Quality 

of their Spirits, upon paying a Duty of Two Shillings and Six Pence 

per Gallon, which is as much as F think ſhould be impoſed” at fitſt. Men 

Ae. divided. in their Opinion, between the  Wholeſomeneſs of * Corn 

2 e a Rego DIL, 
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© Spirits; or Spirits which are rapidly diſtilled, compared with Malt re "ay 
Hiſtiller ſaves what he can by his exceſſive Rapidity, which 'dimmibifhes the © 

Price of Labour, and gives Employment for his great Capital, without che 

Expence of too many Malt Barns, or of Malſters who make his Grain into 

Malt; but let him pay the fame Tax for the ſame Quantity of Spirits to 

Government; let bim pay of Licence Duty; for every Gallon of the Con- 

tents of his Still, C. 160, and be allowed to diſtil 1, 280 Gallons for eve 

ſuch Gallon Annually, or let him pay for every Gallon of the Contents of hi: 

Still £. 200, and be allowed to diſtil 1, 500 Gallons Annually, and Two Shil- 

lings and Six Pence per Gallon for whatever he diſtils more than the Quan- 
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rity expreſſed in his Licence. This will be juſt Two Shillings and Sis | . 
Pence per Gallon (the ſmall Diſtiller in the Lowlands ſhould pay the Game EO 
Sum) and this hberal Competition would prevent ali ſmuggling 65 Highland e 7 
Spirits into the Lowlands, and all Complaints of Low land Monopolie. f if 


n 


th. But it is obvious to every unprejudiced Perſon, that ſome Indulgence Indulgence to the 
ought to be ſhewn to the Inhabitants of the Northern Counties of Scotland, Highland and Inver 
not only out of Humanity to thoſe. who cannot pay ſo heavy Taxes as can ee | 
be paid by the Inhabitants of the Lowlands, but alſo out of Regard to the „ 
| Revenue itſelf, becauſe illicit Diſtillation and Smuggling of Foreign Spirits „5 
will infallibly be carried on in theſe thinly. inbabited Parts of the Kingdom, 
Where the People can all diſtil their own Spirits, and from their great 
Extent of Sea Coaſt can eaſily get ſmuggled N Spirits, if the Law be 
not ſupported by popular Opinion, in conſequence of ſome Indulgence 
being granted them. This Indulgence, however, muſt be of ſuch a Kind 
as cannot hurt the Lowland Diſtillers, or the Revenue of the Country, 
The only Indulgence of this Kind is that which I mentioned in my parole 
Examination, and in my Anſwers to the printed Queſtions, namely, that an 
Abatement Annually, of the Duty of 500 Gallons, ſhould be allowed to thoſe. 
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in the Highland Diſtrict who diſtil 1,500 Gallons, and in the Intermediate il 

Diſtrict, to.thoſe who diſtil 2, 500 Gallons. This Abatement is meant ſolely to | i 
accommodate the People in thoſe Parts of the Country with Spirits from their | þ 
own Grain at a reaſonable Price, will much promote Agriculture, and render 1 

the Law a popular one; but it will be no Inducement to carry Spirits into {ul 
the Lowlands ; for the whole Duty of 500 Gallons, would go but a ſmall 15 

Way in carrying on a Smuggling Trade; in order, however, to prevent this, [ 4 

father propoſe, that no Diſtiller, even in thoſe Diſtricts who diſtils to the | 

Amount of 5,000 Gallons, ſhall obtain this Abatement; and aſter having i 


long and ſeriouſly thought on a Suhject, in which I have no Intereſt but the 6 
public Good, I am perſectly ſatisfied, that if the great Lowland Diſtillers, TT „ 
who chuſe to pay by a Licence Duty, are allowed to do 16, in the Terms 
above mentioned, and if the inferior Claſs of Lowland Diltillers are allowed 
to be ſubje& to a compleat Survey, and to pay Two Shillings and Six Pence 
per Gallon, and if the Highland Diſtillers, and thoſe of the Intermediate Diſ- 
trict, get no other Indulgence than what I have propoſed, there will be a fair | yg 
and honourable Competition, in regard to the Quality of their Spirits, and a 
Law gen:rally- beneficial ty the Agriculture of the Country, and to the Morals 
of the People; while the higheſt Revenue is paid to the Government, and 
no room is left for diſputing about Lines of Demarcation or Smuggling into 
the Lowlands, or Monopoly of Spirits and Grain from the great Diſtillers, 


peg Both Mr. Leven and Mr. Hyſlop have propoſed Forms of a Still, and the rhe ee, 
Aatter ſuggeſts fixing the Still in boiling Water ; but with great Ran, 8 {Hon 5 
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voth theſe dine, 1 wonld obſerve, that Genius ſhould not be ks 
that the preſent Improvements in Diſtillation had never been known, if = | 


old Stills had been fixed unalterably, and no Improvements allowed; a gif. 


' ferent Application of Fuel, and other Circumſtances, would occaſion very 
different Rapidity in Diſtillation; a Still immerſed in boiling or tepid Water, 


would run too ſlowly; and one which was wrought by * would work 


"Ra as various Degrees of Rapidiry as our common Sel 


ws. heſe. are che great Outlines of hat 1 thinle ſhould be eſtabliſhed ; in a 
permanent Act. In a ſhort Time I hope to ſpeak more deciſively in regard 
to the Effects of rapid Diſtillation and uſing Raw Grain; as I am conduct- 

ing ſome Experiments by Permiſſion of the Scotch Comms of Ex- 
aiſe, JE; me at the Deſire of the Committee. 


Mean Ti ime 1 have the non to be, 
with great . 


8 


15 5 1 vor moſt obedient humble Sera 


3 1. Geo, Skene Keith, 


,. Rich Honourable Het Donglas, 1 11. 2. | 
, the Loras of the 7 reaſury, London. | 5 


. 4 po | : . | 7 | f 5 7 © 4 3 


Ws Appendix (N. 2.) 


Letter from the Rev. Grorcr Skeve Kata to the Right Honourable 
Ot 24. 2 119.  SYWESTER' DOUGLaAs; tri c de, 


5 10 Ta: | bf | PW Hall, April-1 0 0 
Sir, | 


I Fare the Liberty of ſtating to you the Progreſs of my Experiments in Diſtilla.. 
tion, which I promiſed to ſend in my public Letter on the Scotch Diſtilleries. 
I ſhall do this in the Form of a Journal, for the Sake of thoſe who wiſh to read the 

Account at length, and afterwards give a ſhort Abſtra&t, that thoſe who prefer 
a general View may be fatisfied with looking at the principal Articles. 


January 22d. Steeped 24 Buſhels of Bear, weighing 49 lbs. per Buſhel. 
24th. Steeped other 24 Buſhels, ſame Weight. ET, 
| 26th. A Third Quantity of 24 Buſhels, ſame Weight, put to ſteep. 


The Bear was dreſſed to this Weight, though far above the Average Weight of 
Aberdeenſhire Bear, becauſe Engliſh Barley is fixed by the Corn Act at Forty-nine 
Pounds per Buſhel, The Weights were Avoirdupois, and had been lately verified. 
The Buſhel was ſealed in London, was made 'of bent Wood, and conſequently not 

liable to expand in any great Degree. = ME Ons nr DB 


The Firſt Twenty-four Buſhels were dried with Cinders, and ground with Rollers, 
and produced Thirty-five Buſhels of ground Malt, each Buſhel weighing Twenty-_ 
eight Pounds very nearly, the Whole being 978 Pounds of Malt from 1176 of Bear. 


The Second Quantity of Twenty-four Buſhels was dried and ground in the ſame. 
Manner, but produced only 938 Pounds from 1176 of Bear, or only Thirty-three 
Buſhels of Twenty-eight Pounds and a Half nearly, This Difference was occa- 
ſioned probably in drying the Malt. CPs Le 5 


The Third Quantity was dried with Peats, and ground on a Corn Mill, conſe- 


' quently much ſmaller than what was done on the Rollers, It produced only 


Twenty-nine Buſhels, but the Buſhel weighed nearly Thirty-four Pounds, the 
Whole being 983 Pounds of Malt from 1176 of Bear, Ei oll 


_ 


March 11. The Firſt Cry was brewed, Two Tons had 200 Gallons each 
put into them; another ſmall Tun had only Fifty Gallons of the ſame Worts. But 

in order to ſhew the Effects of Dilution both on the Quantity and Quality of Spi- 
rits, about Seventy, nearly Seventy-five, Gallons of boiling Water were let into the 
Maſh Tun as a Fifth Maſh; and after being properly maſhed, and allowed to cool, was 
put into the ſmall Tun, which contained the Fifty Gallons. The Two Firſt Tuns 
had Eight Gallons of Yeaſt cach, and the ſmall one got Six Gallons, all put in 
gradually, | [Se . 7 


Mr. Whyte, Superviſor at Banff, having joined me on the 15th of March, the 

Second Quantity of Malt produced from Twenty-four Buſhels of Bear, was brewed 
on the 16th, and was put into Two Tuns, the one containing 420 Gallons of 
pure Malt Worts, and the other having a Quarter of boiled Fotatocs mixed with 
the Worts; the whole Maſs containing very 8 300 Gallons; Thirteen Gallons 


Ll 
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of Yeaſt e t to the former, and Nine to the latter. A Saccharometer was uſed 

for the 55 marking the Attenuation; and by mixing a greater Proportion of 
weak Worts among the Potatoes, Care was taken that both Tuns had the ſame 


Spiſſitude originally. 


A 


*% 


On the 18th, the Third ny of Malt produced from 'Twenty-four Buſhels 
was mixed with Fifteen Buſhels of Bear, each Buſhel of the Jatter weighing only 

Forty-ſeven Pounds. This was all brewed and put into a Tun, which contained 
360 Gallons. DE, 5 e 


By theſe different Operations the whole Malt, which was ſteeped before the in- 
tenſe Froſt came on, together with a Quarter of Potatoes and Fifteen Buſhels of 
Raw Bear, was now brewed. is, 5 


The Diſtillation of the Firſt Brewing commenced March 22d, as ſoon as the Waſh 
was ripe for the Still. The Firſt Tun was run off ſlowly into Low Wines that 
Day ; the Second Tun as rapidly as the Still would admit of next Day; and the Third 
or ſmall Tun with diluted Worts, on the 25th; their Low Wines were kept 
ſeparate.— The Still was an improved Highland Still, whoſe Head contained 
Eight Gallons and a Half, and roſe Two Feet Six Inches above the Body. 


On the 26th, the whole Low Wines of this Brewing were doubled, or diſtilled 
a Second Time. The Firſt Quantity that had been ſlowly diſtilled yielded 
Thirteen Gallons and a Quarter of Spirits, and Feints worth Half a Gallon; the 
Second, which had been diſtilled rapidly, yielded very nearly Thirteen Gallons 
of Spirits, and Feints worth above Half a Gallon; the Third Quantity produced 
from diluted Worts yielded Five Gallons and a Half of Spirits, and Feints worth 

Two Pints, or One Fourth of a Gallon. The Foreſhot and Feints of the Low 
Wines were not only kept ſeparate from the Spirits, but a Flannel Cloth, during 
both Diſtillations, was placed over the Mouth of the Receiver, and the Oils, thus 
ſeparated, were collected in all the different Diſtillations. A Specimen of theſe Oils 
is ſent along with this Letter, and Samples of the Spirits. The Strength of the 
Spirits was purpoſely reduced to 10 per Cent. above Hydrometer Proof, or calcu- 
lated to this Standard (were not ſo ſtrong,) becaufe the Term Glaſs Proof has no 
definite or preciſe Meaning. Sp 1 


Thus the whole Spirits produced from the 24 Buſhels of Bear, amounted to 33 
Gallons. But as the Tower Gallon, which I uſed in meaſuring, and which is com- 
' monly uſed by Spirit Dealers, contains only 224 cubic Inches, while the Gallon of 
Exciſe is 231 Inches, the Spirits produced from this firſt Brewing amounted only 
to 32 Engliſh Wine Gallons, according to the Standard of Exciſc. | 


On the 27th, the Potatoe and Malt Waſh was diſtilled into Low Wines, as was 
the Malt Waſh of the ſame Brewing. On the 28th, the Potatoes yielded nearly 187 
Gallons, and the Feints were worth about Five Engliſh Pints. The Malt Low 
Wines yielded 214 Gallons, and the Feints were worth nearly 4 of a Gallon. The 
whole Spirits of this ſecond Brewing were 41 Tower Gallons, or 40 Wine Gallons 
of Exciſe very nearly, or Eight Gallons more than the former Brewing. 


By this Statement It appears that every Buſhel of Potatoes had yielded a Gallon 
of Spirits, One to Ten above Hydrometer Proof, I had formerly diſtilled en 
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and knew their Value. But to carry this Experiment as far as T could, I took out 
Half a Gallon to keep as a Sample, and putting in 11 Gallons of Lees of Port Wine 
I diſtilled the Potatoe Spirits firſt a Third, and then a Fourth Time, and have ſent 
Samples of all the different Diſtillations. I have been the more particular both in 
conducting and in relating this Potatoe Experiment, becauſe it would be a great 
Advantage to the Agriculture of this Country, if the Rectifiers {till were chiefly 
ſupplied from the Green Crop; allo becauſe Potatoes are particularly uſeful in pro- 

moting both Fermentation and Attenuation, where ſtrong Worts and Raw Grain 
are uſed; and becauſe we have a much greater Chance of beating Foreigners out 
of the Market of Spirits, if we uſe Potatoes and other Green Crops partly, than 
if we uſe Wheat and other Grain Crops ſolely, in Diſtillation. Indeed, conſidering 
the high Price of Labour in Britain, I doubt whether we can raiſe Corn fo cheap 
as to underſell the Dutch Merchants in the Price of Grain or of Corn Spirits; 
but in the improved State of our Agriculture, the Uſe of Potatoes in Diſtillation 
might enable us to get the better of them. Beſides, the raiſing great Quantities of 
Poratoes for this Purpoſe would be of peculiar Service at a Time when a Scarcity 
of Grain prevailed in the Kingdom. On all theſe Accounts, and as the Committee 
wiſhed me to give full Information on the Subject of diſtilling Potatoes, I conſidered 
it to be my Duty to pay particular Attention to this Branch of my Experiments, 
But to proceed : | OT ol 


The Diſtillation of the Third Quantity of Malt was begun on the Third Current, 
but could not be finiſhed till this Day from Want of Coals and Fuel of every Kind. 
The Quantity of Spirits was 587 Tower Gallons, or 564 Gallons of Exciſe. 
Eſtimating the 24 Buſhels of Malt at 32 Gallons, as in the Two former Caſes, 
this leaves 241 Gallons for the Value of the 15 Buſhels of Raw Grain, or 41 Gal- 
lons more than would have been produced. if the 15 Buſhels had been malted, and 
not maſhed as Raw Grain. It deſerves alſo to be noticed, that the Raw Grain here 
uſed was of Crop 1797, weighing only 47 lbs. per Buſnel, while the Bear of 1798 


The Concluſions to be drawn from this Courſe of Experiments appear to me to 
be the following: „ „„ | DS 


1ſt. Rapid Diſtillation is not proper in any View; it hurts the Quality of the Spirits, 
giving them a Flavour ſimilar to that of the Feints, which can ſcarcely be removed 

by mixing them with Charcoal, or by a Second Diſtillation : The Faculty can decide 
whether it be alſo unwhokſome. But if the Duty were impoſed by Survey, it would 
be unprofitable, as it is attended with a Loſs of near Two per Cent. on the Quantity. 


. 2d. Diluted Waſh, ſlowly diſtilled, produces more Spirits than if the Worts had 
been very ſtrong. In the Firſt Brewing One Ninth Part of the Worts, diluted with 
a very weak Maſh (which would otherwiſe have been neglected to be made) 
produced a Sixth Part of the Total Quantity of Spirits. It is true that the ſmall 
Tun which produced this had the Whole of this weak Waſh, when it ſhould only 
haye had a Ninth Part of it; but ſtill the whole Increaſe was occaſioned by Dilution 
principally ; I ſay principally, becauſe, owing to the extreme Coldneſs of the Seaſon, 
a Jarger Proportion of Yeaſt was added, To - 
| 3d. 
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| 3d. A very fine Spirit may be produced from a Mixture of Malt and-Potatoes 
the Uſe of which will ſuperſede that of Wheat in Diſtillation, and muſt be attended 
with very beneficial Conſequences. Corn Spirits are harſh ; Malt Spirits are more 

palateable; Potatoe Spirits are ſoft; but a Mixture of Malt and Potatoes, nearly equal 
Parts of each, if properly managed, makes a very pleaſant and palateable Spirit, 
10 may be either drunk immediately, or made the Baſis of a Rectifier'z 


* - 7 


4th. Corn Spirits ſhould not be uſed without being rectified, i. e. either purified 


by Charcoal or thrice diſtilled, If Raw Corn Spirits be permitted to be AT | 


they ſhould pay a higher Duty than what is paid by Malt Spirits, as they occupy 


leſs Space, employ leſs Labour, and yet produce a greater Quantity of Spirits than 
is produced where the Grain is all malted, VIII 7 


I beg, however, that the following Remarks may be attended to. 


1. Theſe Experiments muſt be. repeated, that they may be confirmed, The 
Quantity loſt by Adheſion or Abſorption, in a Diſtillery where the Utenſils had 

been ſo long out of Uſe, is, perhaps, conſiderable, and muſt be more or leſs fo, 
| og to the Proportion of the Surface of the different Tuns to their cubical 


2. The Quality of theſe Spirits, eſpecially of 'what was firſt diſtilled, may be 
affected, in ſpite of all Care to prevent this, by uſing a Still, Worm, and Utenſils, 
that had been long out of uſe. The Spirits diſtilled from the diluted Worts having 
loſt, by running over, about a Gallon of Low Wines, which was afterwards put 
into the Still, no doubt are not ſo well flavoured as they would otherwiſe have 
been; nor can Spirits put up into Glaſs Bottles be ſo mild as if put into Wood, 
On that Account, a Sample of Spirits 'diftilled above Two Years ago by the very 
Man who diſtils all the Specimens herewith ſent, accompanies this Letter, that Facts 
may be fully aſcertained. . Io ui 


3. The Quantity of Spirits already obtained by theſe Experiments is, no doubt, 
leſs than what is extracted by the Lowland Diſtiller from an equal Quantity of 
Grain, but is probably much more than the Highland Diſtillers raiſe from an equal 
Quantity of the Grain which they uſe in Diſtillation. It will be the Object of future 
Experiments to aſcertain what can be extracted from inferior, and what from ſu- 
perior, Grain, I ſhall attempt this in a few Days. | | | 


Permit me here only to ſay, that I have been actuated by the pureſt Motives, 
have beſtowed . conſiderable Labour and Attention, and have by Perſeverance ſur- 
mounted many Obſtacles, which I ſhall not here trouble you with detailing, | 


The Commiſſioners of Exciſe have behaved to me in the moſt liberal Manner, 
in not only ordering the Superviſor of the Diſtrict and Officer of the Diviſion (who ' 
has the Care of the Spirits) to give me every Aſſiſtance, but they have appointed 
Mr. Jaines Whyte, Superviſor at Banff, to attend me occaſionally. I have been 
much indebted to this Gentleman, wham I have, known for many Years. My 
Acquaintance with him commenced by ſhewing him Sir Charles Blagden and Mr. 
Gilpin's Experiments in the Tranſactions of the Royal Society; I have ſince known 
him for ſeveral Years, and do not believe there is a better practical Diſtiller = _ 

| ; | n 


7 
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Inand. If a Duty on ardent Spirits, by a ſtrict Suryer, be eſtabliſned, I need not 
point out the Value of a ſuperior Officer, who poſſeſſes ſo much Knowledge and 
Experience. As I can have no Intereſt in making this Declaration, and would not 


have had the Approbation of my on Mind, if I had neglected to make it, I hope 
1 ſhall be dorgiven for making it in the moft public Manner I could. 


74 Dave _ 8 to be with great Regard, 
Your moſt obedient humble Schah 
6 eorge Skone Keith. 


- ** 2 

: by $ , 7 : I 
x . 

x 4 


The Right Honourable Hoge. Douglas, 
Sc. 2 c. Cc. 


| LIST of SAMPLES ſent along with tine Letter, One Set to the COMMITTEE, | 


and One to the BOARD. 
Ne. Malt Spirits diſtilled lowly. 


Ne 2, Malt Spirits diſtilled rapidly. 
No 3. Malt Spirits from diluted Worts. 
Ne 4. Potatoes Twice diſtilled, = 
Ne 5. Potatoes Thrice diſtilled with Wine Lees. 
N 6. Potatoes rectified, or Four Times diſtilled, ditto. 
N' 7. Raw Corn Spirits, i. e. Twice diſtilled. | 
Ne 8. Corn Spirits Thrice diſtilled. 


Ne 9. Malt Spirits from diluted Worts, which I went on purpoſe to get from 
Captain Cumming. 


Ne 10. Mr. Simpſon's Win 8 PRs kept? in Wood, and given me Eby Sir William 
Seton“. 


N' rt. Phial of Spirits from Mr. Lieth i in Warthil, taken with my own Had. 


Ne 12. Phial of Oils collected from the Raw Grain Spirits, No. 7, on the firſt 
Diſtillation, 


George Skene Keith. 


"MP No 10 was aur lled by John Mine, who has been 30 Years in the ſame Fanily, and diſtilled in 
all theſe Experiments for me, 


6 F 


AST RAC T of the above EXPERIMENTS. | | 


FIRST BREWING- 
op eh - | | As 
24 Buſhels Bear, weighing 491bs. each - + "Foal. - 1176 neat 
or 35 Buſhels Malt, weighing 28 Ibs..nearly = - Total - 978 
Produced 
200 Gallons of Waſh flowly diſtilled, and Spirits 1 3# Wine, 
SGallon Tower Meaſure | 
200 - Do. rapidly diſtilled Spirits 131 Ditto = 
50 - Do. diluted RO” 75 Gallons very Meaſure, 
weak Spirits - „„ „% # Ditto. Total 33Gallons, 


' SECOND BREWING. 


24 Buſhels Sei as above, at 49 lbs. per Buſhel - 1376 lbs. neat. 
33 Do. Malt at 28+ lbs. per Buſhel nearly,'only - - 938 neat, 
51 8 Buſhels or One Quarter of Kidney Potatoes, 4 Cut. or 444 neat, 
Produced 
420 Gallons pure Malt Waſh, and Spirits - 221 Tower Gallons. 
300 Gallons Malt and Potatoe Waſh and Spirits 181 Gallons. 
The Total Produce, 41 Tower Gallons, which leaves 
a Gallon of, mm tor n Buſhel of Potatoes. 


* 


THIRD BREWING. 


24 Buſhels of Bran, as before - - - Total Es | 
or 29 Malt at 34 Ibs. nearly „% 0 - = + OI 
and 15 Buſhels Raw Grain at 471bs. SE %%% „ 
Produced 
581 Tower Gallons of Raw Corn Spirits, 564 Gallons of Exciſe. 


N. B. The Tower, or Guildhall Gallon of Commerce, contains 224 Inches. 
The Wine Gallon of Exciſe contains — 231 cubic Inches. 


ns 
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LETTER from the Rev. Gzonor Sxexe Kern to the Right Honourable 
SyYLvesTER DovGLas, dated 3 iſt May 1799. me OI. | 


8 Old Meldrum, May 3 ift, 1799. 


I x6 Leave to trouble you with a further Account of my Experiments in Diftilla- 
tion, which, after many Obſtructions, are now brought to a Concluſion. 


In my Letter of April 11th, I gave a particular Statement of the Three Firſt Brew- 
ings, which amounted to 72 Buſhels of malted Bear or Big, «5 Buſhels of unmalted 
or Raw Bear, and Eight Buſhels of Potatoes, It may be proper to add to that Account, 
that no Saccharometer Eſtimates were taken of the Firſt Brewing, as I could not 
procure a Saccharometer till Twenty-four Hours after the Yeaſt was put ta the 

Worts. But the Quantity of ſaccharine or fermentable Matter was carefully taken 
by myſelf in all the ſubſequent Brewings, excepting the Fourth, which I ſaw brewed, 
But the Duties of my Office having called me away, the Worts were put to Yeaſt 
a few Hours before I returned. The Error here, however, could not exceed Halt 
a Pound per Barrel; and for that too I made an Allowance, _ 


I am now to give a general Account of the laſt Seven Brewings, which compre- 
hended 148 Buſhels of malted, and Ten Buſhels of unmalted Bear, Five Buſhels 
of Potatoes, and Two Buſhels of Carrots; and I refer to the ſubjoined Table, for 
all thoſe Particulars of the whole Experiments, which can be known at once by 
tabular Inſpection. „ „ 


Fourth Brewing. 12+ Buſhels of malted, and 10 of unmalted Bear, weighing 
47 lbs. per Buſhel, by being much diluted, yielded Spirits of a ſuperior Quality to 
the Third Brewing, which was alſo partly compoſed of Raw Grain, and alſo a 
greater Proportion of Spirits, viz. 364 Tower Gallons, 10 per Cent. over Proof. 
This Experiment, which was a very good one, ſhewed the Advantages of Dilution, 


Fifth Brewing. 25 Buſhe's of malted Bear, fame Weight. To try how far Di- 
Jution could be advantageouſly carried, the Worts of this Brewing were put into 
Two Tuns, viz. One containing 466 Gallons, at 10.7 Ibs. of ſaccharine or fer- 
mentable Matter per Barrel, and the other containing 270 Gallons, at 14.3 lbs. 
per Barrel. The Reſult ſhewed that it is not proficable to dilute rhe Waſh too much. 
For although there is no Doubt more ſaccharine Matter is obtained by great Dilution, 
1, e. when the Waſh is weakeſt, yet the common Method of diſcharging the Still, 
when the Feints become ſo weak as not to burn either on the Horn or in the Fur- 

nace, occaſions weak Waſh to be not ſo thoroughly diſtilled. In order to aſcertain 
this beyond a Doubt, I made the Still run to Water in a Variety of Inſtances, and 
found that when it was charged with very weak Waſh, there remained Seven Gills 
of Proof Spirits after the Low Wines were ſo weak as not to emit any Flame, while 
in ſtrong Low Wines, not above Four Gills remained, becauſe there was much leſs 

| ſpent Waſh in the Still. I requeſt that this may be particularly attended to, becauſe 
any Calculations which are made upon the Suppoſition of running the Contents of 
the Still to Water, as is -done by the ingenious Mr. Richardſon of Hull, will be 
conſiderably beyond what can be made by a Diſtiller, who cannot afford Time to run 
his Still to Water. EL 5 


Sixth Brewing. 25 Buſhels at 49 lbs. per Buſhel. The Object of this 
Experiment was two-fold: Firſt, to confirm what had been proved in regard to 
Dilution; Secondly, to try how great a Quantity of Spirits could be extracted from 
Grain of 49 lbs. per Buſhel, after the Utenſils had been properly ſeaſoned, and the 
Weather become temperate. The Effects of theſe two united produced 381 Gal- 
lons of Spirits from the 25 Buſhels, or 12.32 Tv Gallons per Quarter, 


Seventh 
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Seventh Brewing. 25 Buſhels of Malt not thoroughly malted. The Intention 
of this Experiment was to ſhew the Effects of imperfect malting. The Spirits were 
not ſo palateable as where the Malt was thoroughly made. But the Reſult in regard 
to Quantity ſeems to prove, that where a Perſon is to uſe Malt only, it is unneceſ- 
ſary to malt it thoroughly for the Purpoſe of Diſtillation. It is otherwiſe where a a 
Proportion of Raw Grain is meant to be mixed with the Malt, or where the Malt 


— 


zs uſed for brewing Ale or Beer for drinking. 


Eighth Brewing. 125 Buſhels malted Bear at 47 lbs. per Buſhel, Two Buſhels 
of Carrots at 56 lbs. per Buſhel, and Five Buſhels of Potatoes, ſame Weight. 
The Deſign of this Experiment was both to confirm the former one in regard to 
Potatoes, and to try the comparative Effects of diſtilling Carrots. The Reſult was 
a Confirmation of the Value of Potatoes, and a ſatisfactory Evidence that Carrots 
were much more difficult to manufacture, and yielded little more than Half the 
Spirit which was produced from Potatoes, . 


Ninth Brewing. 24 Buſhels of inferior Bear, at only 44 lbs. per Buſhel. The 
Reſult proved, that it is not the Diſtillers Intereſt to uſe weak Bear, though pur- 
chaſed at a conſiderably inferior Price. It produced only 29.8 Tower Gallons, Vet 
this is the Average Weight of the Bear or Big of the North of Scotland. And the 
ſame Quantity of ſaccharine Matter of ſuch Bear will not ferment ſo kindly, nor pro- 
duce the ſame Spirit as if the Grain had been weightier, and raiſed under a warmer Sun, 


Tenth Brewing. 24 Buſhels of very fine Bear or Big, which weighed 52 lbs. 

per Buſhel. This Quantity was procured with great Difficulty, and was taken by 

repeated Dreſſings out of about Twelve Quarters. Though it was too long before 
it was dried (owing to the Want of Cinders, or any other Fuel for drying) it yielded 
42.3 Gallons of Spirits. Another deciſive Proof of the Value of good Grain. ; 

1 I woul 


GENERAL VIEW of the Experiments 0 
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APPTENDIS ͤ -. © 1 5 
I would now trouble the Committee with a few Obſervations: s: 


itt. All the above Gallon Meaſufes are computed by actual Meaſurements of the 
Tower Gallon, which contains 224 Inches, and is the Gallon uſed by Spirit Dealers, 
though the Wine Gallon of Exciſe is 231 Inches. | e 


2d. Clarke's Hydrometer was uſed in proving the Strength of the Spirits; but 
the Hydrometer is not a correct Inſtrument at beſt; and Clarke's Hydrometer, 
which conſiſts of ſudden Leaps, inſtead of ſo many per Cents., is one of the worſt 
Hydrometers. = : : 


zd. The Saccharometer uſed in theſe Experiments was made by an excellent 
Workman. But I do not vouch for its Accuracy, or for that of any Saccharometer, 
excepting for proving the Attenuation. - A weighing Bottle is incomparably more 
accurate than either an Hydrometer or Saccharometer ; and if made to contain 10,000 
Grains, would very correctly prove the Weight of Spirits from Alcohol down to 
One Thouſandth Part of Spirit, and the Strength of Waſh from the weakeſt Worts 
up to Burton Ale. It would be an Unit followed by Decimals, diſtilled Water being 
the Standard; and the moſt illiterate Exciſe Officer could not commit any Error 
with this Standard. | 1 


4th. The great Difference of the Number of Buſhels of Malt between N' 3. 9, 
and 10, in the Table, is owing to theſe laſt being ground on a Corn Mill, while the 
other Seven Numbers were ground on Rollers. 


sth. There are ſome Anomalies in regard to the Attenuation occaſioned by 
different Sizes of Tuns, and different Qualities of Grain. But theſe are Niceties of 
which Theory can take no Notice. 3 „ . 
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00 Wiſtillation conducted by Gro. SKEnE KEITH. 
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To render the preceding Table more intelligible, the following Remarks may 
be attended to: The Weight of diſtilled Water contained in a Barrel, or Tliirty-ſix 
Ale Gallons, is at the common Temperature of 60 Heat, very nearly 677 , or 

677. 2 Pounds; whatever much this weighs above that Quantity, when filled 
with Worts, is called its Saccharine Matter. Thus in the Table of the Third 
Brewing, the ſaccharine Matter is 19. 3 Pounds; that is, in fact, 696 3 Pounds 
in all; of which 677 . 2 being the Weight of Water, the Remainder was the Extract 
of Barley, and is called Saccharine Matter. The Saccharometer, when put into the 
Tun, ſtood at 19. 3. The Attenuation is the Number of Pounds which the Worts 

were rendered leſs weighty by the Proceſs of Fermentation, which in the above 
Caſe was 12 7 or 12. 1. and it is well known that the Quantity of Spirits produced, 
does not depend upon the original Strength of the Worts, but upon the Degree of 
Attenuation which is produced by a complete Fermentation, —This is a curious Fact, 
but it is well eſtabliſhed, =The Weight, when ripe for the Still, denotes how much 

the Ripe Waſh was weightier than Water. 1 . 


1 hope this General Report will be ſatisfactory to the Committee, and uſeful to 
the Country ; though the conducting of theſe Experiments has been attended, owing 
to Foe uncommon. Severity. of the Seaſon, with more Labour than I at firſt ex- 
pected, | | 


I have the Honour to be, with great Regard, 
Your moſt obedient humble | Servant, 
Geo, Shene Keith, 


The Right Honourable Syloefter Douglas, 
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OBSERVATIONS ſubmitted by Meſſis. Gaanam, Bonar, and 
_ Levin, on certain Papers preſented to the Committee, reſpecting the 
Scotch Diſtillery, 1799. 3% WY 


' DOCTOR JEFFRAY's REPORr. 


11 Solicitor, and General Superviſor of Exciſe, who, in obe- 
dience to their Order, have had the Honour of attending the Committee, 
would beg leave, before ſubmitting any particular Obſervations on the ſeveral 
Papers preſented 'fince the 20th of March laſt to the 1oth of June Inſtant, to 
fer to the Reports of the Board of Exciſe, dated the 11th and 25th of May and Appendix 
6th of June 1798, 27th of February and 20th March 1799, and to the Anſwers Pitt. Rep. 
to the Queries of laſt Seſſions by Meſſrs. Bonar, Maitland, and Leven; as con- "700 : 
taining, in general, a Statement of Facts which they conceive can be ſupported 115 ſeq. 
by official Documents, and an Expreſſion of Opinions upon ſeveral important 379 et ſeq. 
Points, Which, after full Conſideration, they cannot yet apprehend to have been er- 197 et oe 
-roneous either in their Principle, or in their Application to Practice. 4 phy - leq. 
| 8 235 et ſe. 


— 


The Obſervations which have occurred to them upon Dr. Jeffray's moſt volu- 
minous and elaborate Report might perhaps have been conſiderably abridged, and 
many of them rendered unneceſſary, had its Author, who ſtates he was employed Page 365. 
by the Authority of the Lords of the Treaſury, taken the Trouble, inſtead of  _ 

obtaining Information from Diſtillers alone, to have had Communication in 
Scotland with the Board of Exciſe, or its principal Officers, the former of whom 
would have been ready, and the latter inſtructed, to have given him ſuch Know- 

| ledge of Facts, and Aſſiſtance in making his Survey or Experiments, as were con- 
ſiſtent with the Laws under which their Management mult always be conducted, 
and with the eſtabliſhed Regulations of their Service. It appears, however, 
that with «the ſingle Exception of Mr. Roſs, Collector at Oban, Dr. Jeffray has 
not had Communication with any Perſon belonging to the Exciſe Department, 
in conſequence of which it is not improbable he may have unintentionally fallen 
into ſeveral Miſtakes, which might otherwiſe have been avoided. 9 5 


MAL TIN G, 5. 365 to 363. 


Dr. Jeffray begins his Report with deſcribing the Proceſs of Maſting, and 
ſnews that the Radicle (or Root) is the firſt Thing that appears, and then the Plu- 
mula or young Stem, and that when this Stem has travelled Half the Length of 
the Barley Corn within the Huſk, Vegetation has gone far enough, and ſhould 
be checked by drying the Malt. There is, however, ſome more Knowledge and 
Attention neceſſary in carrying on this Proceſs ſucceſsfully than has been thus 
deſcribed by, or perhaps is known to the Doctor; ſuch as a judicious Selection 
of the different Qualities of Grain before being ſteeped, and the ſkilful Manage- 
ment of the Malt when upon the Floor, &c. But enough has been ſaid by 
him to anſwer the Purpoſe of giving a general Idea of the Malting Proceſs. It 
is only neceſſary here to remark, that the improper Practice of allowing Malt to 
acreſpire, or grow too long, was guarded againſt by Law, viz, 6 Geo. 1. c. 21. .. 1, 

and 2*,; but thoſe Clauſes of that Act were repealed by 3 Geo. 2. c. 7. ſ. 13.. 
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Dr. Jeffray obſerves, that © it has been ſaid that ſome Grain is fit only to be Pa. 367 and. 
© made into long Malt, but that this is not true.” —Perhaps the Perſons who ſaid 368. _ 
there was any ſuch Grain were no Maltſters, or have been miſunderſtood; but 


—_— _— WY 


* Whcrein acro/piring is defined the“ ſprouting, running out, and growing at the End of the Grain 
* from which the Blade procceds;” and is ſaid to be not only a great Prejudice to the Malt ſo made, 
but mcreaſ-s the ſame much in Bulk and Meaſare, to the great Diſparage ment of the Trade of Britiſh. 
Malt in Parts beyond the Seas, and leſſening of His Majeſty's Revenve | 9 | 


— 
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it is true that many Parcels of Grain ,are by Mixtures ſo unequal in Quality, oc. 
caſioned by Soil, Climate, Dryneſs, &c. that they will not malt equally, as ſome 


Patt of a Stcep or Floor will begin to acroſpire before the greater Part thereof 


has fairly begun to ſpring. © A Maltſter, for his own Uſe, will therefore be very 


careful to keep the different Qualities of Grain ſeparate, ſo as each Steep may 


come as equally as poſſible. Maltſters for Sale, however, are more careleſs; and 
if an unſkilful Perſon buys Malt, he may be cheated by the falſe Bulk; but a cit 
ful Perſon would obſerve the Trick, and inſiſt upon having the Malt harped (as it 


is termed) which is taking off the Cummings or Coombs, or ſeparating the projected 
Growth of the Root or Stem from the Pickle, and then the Malt will meaſure 
fair. Should the Bounty or Drawback ſtill be continued on Malt exported; it 
is conceived that all ſuch Malt ſnould be harped, as this would not only prevent 


Impoſition on the Revenue, but would preſerve the Character and Sale of Bri- 
tiſh-made Malt, which has been alledged to have ſuffered for Want of ſuch Regulation, 


% 34 v0 © hn v4 5 
The Evaſion of the Raw Grain Duty, taken Notice of Pa. 368, by Diſtillers uſing 


Raw Grain among Malt mixed and ground together, which it is difficult to diſ- 


cover, has been propoſed to be effectually remedied by a Clauſe impoſing a Penalty 


upon every Diſtiller or other Perſon who ſhall mix Raw Grain with Malt before 


being taken Account of by the Officer, or at any other Time than immediately. 


before the ſame is put into the Maſh Tun, in the Preſence of the proper Officer, and 


after giving Twenty four Hours previous Notice of the Iatention to maſh ſuch Grain, 
SSD WO 8 Pe” 


See Specification of Patent, granted Zoth October 1787, to Richard Tillyer 


i 


Blünt, for his new-invented Compoſition to be uſed inſtead of Yeaſt. 
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It is ſtated, that “ the great Diſtillers only plug up the Pipes fitted in the 
„ Heads of their Tuns that no Air may enter till the Waſh 1s diſtilled ; but many + 


_ « of the ſmaller Diſtillers not only diſtil with their Tuns always open, but many 


ec of them never heard that a fermenting Tun was at any Time ſhut.” — There 
is no Diſtiller, however, who has not heard that it was neceſſary to keep u 
a certain Heat in the Waſh when under Fermentation; and in cold Weather al 
Diſtillers, both in the Highlands and Lowlands, do ſo by having their Tuns 
made with cloſe Covers and Hatches (as deſcribed) or by laying looſe Boards 
occaſionally acroſs, and ſpreading Sacks, Blankets, &c. over them. The latter 
is the Highland Practice; and in both Parts of the Country a Fire is generally 
kept in the Tun Room. It is apprehended that the Waſh Backs are ſnut up to 
exclude the external Air, not with any View to prevent the acetous Fermentatlon, 
but becauſe, during the vinous Fermentation, a Degree of Heat is generated ſufficient 
to aſſiſt the Eſcape of the Alcohol with the Carbonic Acid Gas which is thrown off 
during the latter Part of ſuch Fermentation. TO.” Log 


: | BLINKING WORTS, b. 33. 1 
The Doctor Rates, © That the Diſtiller at Stonefield informed him, that his 
great Secret for making fine Whiſkey was blinking or ſouring properly the 
% Waſh;” by which, it is ſuppoſed, muſt be meant the Worts before Fermentation. 


In general all the Diſtillers in the Highlands, and moſt of the Brewers of Ale, 
blink their Worts; the Diſtillers in Ferrintoſh, and moſt of thoſe in Roſsſhire, boil 


their Worts before being fermented, and this laſt Operation does, in the general Opi- 
nion of the Country, give the Spirits made in that Corner the good Character they 
have ſo long ſupported. Mr. Leven never knew a Diſtiller any where that did not 
uſe ſome Soap, and is certain, if there are any who do not, their Number muſt be 
very ſew. He has ſeen ſ5me uſe more, and ſome Teſs, in the Highlands; ſome uſe 
Caſtile, others White Soap; none Yellow, for it is the Roſin in it that gives = bad 

| vour 
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Flavour and Tafte ſo much complained of in the Lowland made Spirits. He has 
obſerved in the Highlands a ſmall Bit of White Soap put in with a Handful of 
common Salt, and this, it is ſaid, gives their Spirits that fine Black Hue that pleaſes Salt. 
the Eye of the Conſumer. There may be ſomething in the blinking, and perhaps 

in the boiling of Worts; but the Opinion of many Brewers and Diſtillers is, that 

by blinking the Ale ripens ſooner, or gets hard, and the Waſh ferments better, and' 

10 is ſooner ready for the Still. It is, however, his own, and the general Opi- 

nion of the Country, that Worts from pure Malt, fermented properly, and uſed in 
Time, ' diſtilled with a cool Refrigeratory, and not ſo faſt as to force over the effen- _ 
tial Oils, is the real and whole Secret of making either good Highland or Lowland 
N | j "60; 


_ FERMENTATION, p. 377: „ 
Here the Firſt Argument againſt the Survey Syſtem is introduced ; it ſeems neceſ- 
fary, therefore, to cake ſome Notice of it in, this Place, Dr. Jeffray ſays, That * ir 
« would be injurious to the Production of the greateſt Quantity of Spirit from Grain 
© to allow the Exciſe Officers to open up fermenting Tuns, and ſurvey them at Plea- 
cc ſure. Having already mentioned, that the Highland as well as Lowland Diſtillers 
cover up their Tuns, though in a different Manner, yet for the ſame Purpoſe, it may 
be proper to add upon this Point, that till the Fermentation 1s fairly commenced, it 

is abſolutely requiſite to keep the Tuns open; and in that Situation an Account of 
their Contents might be taken without any poſſible Injury or Interruption to the 
Manufacturer. It is not common, nor is it neceſſary, for Officers of the Revenue to 
diſturb Tuns when they are p, as it is termed, unleſs they have good Reaſon to 
ſuſpect Fraud: But even this Examination might be made, by obliging the Diſtiller 
always to have (what moſt of them already find to be very uſeful) a ſmall Hole, with 
a Slider, at the Top of their Tuns, for letting in the atmoſpheric, or letting out the 
fixed Air, which Hole would admit the Officers gauging Inſtrument to aſcertain the 
Quantity; and alſo to have a Cock fixed in the Middle of every Tun, by which he- 
could draw off a ſmall Quantity of the Liquor, to prove by the Saccharometer its 
State of Denſity or Attenuation, and fo get to the Knowledge whether the Tun had 
been ſhifted, or any Part abſtracted privately, and freſh Wort of a ſtronger Gravity 
added without Notice. | | „„ 


It is only further neceſſary to remark, that this Argument againſt the Survey Syſ- 
tem, from the Injury done by it to the Manufacture,“ is compleatly anſwered, in 
fact, ſuperior to all reaſoning, by the Practice which obtains daily in the great Diſ- 
tilleries in England, where the Duty is, and for near 15 Years e has been 
charged upon the Waſh when in the Tuns. — Theſe are conſtantly ſurveyed by the 

Officers of Exciſe, but no Complaint of Injury ariſing therefrom has ever been, or 
can be juſtly made, becauſe the Law (26 Geo. 3. Cap. 73. Sect. 5.) has provided, 
© That every Fermenting Waſh Back ſhall have a Hole or Dipping Place in the Top 
“thereof, and be ſo placed and conſtructed as that the Officer may be conveniently 
enabled to take his Gauge at ſuch Hole; and this Survey is made, and Account 
taken and kept, without any Interruption of, or Prejudice to, the Manufacture, though 
carried on in ſome Houſes to an Extent Ten Times more, in point of Revenue, than 
is known in any Diſtillery in Scotland. . ” 


 SACCHAROMETER,. p. 477; 


This Inſtrument is, in Truth, an Hydrometer for Worts. The Hydrometer for 
Spirits proves their Value by ſhewing their Strength, or how much lighter they are 
than Water ;—That for Worts, (commonly called a Saccharometer) proves their 

Value by ſhewing their Strength, or how much heavier they are than Water, It 
does not diſtinguiſh the particular Quality or Nature of the Matter held in Solution; 
but it does very accurately indicate the Extent to which the Gravity of the Liquid 
is increaſed above that of Water, When Worts are put into a State of Fermenta- 
tion, it will very correctly mark the Progreſs of the Attenuation; and when the 

Vermentation is over, will ſhew how far it has been compleated, upon which greatly 


depends 
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depends the Quantity of Spirits the Waſh will produce; and a Wort of Forty 
Pounds per Barrel attenuated down to © will produce in an exact Ratio to a Woft 
ol Sixty, attenuated to 5 or ©,—In ſhort, 1000 Gallons of Wort at 80 Gravity, at. 
tenuated to 70, 60, 50, 40, 39, 10, or O, will ?nvariably produce a Reſult ſufficiently 
accurate for all practical Purpoſes. - But Dr. Jeffray has taken ſome Pains to ſhew.it 
_ a very fallacious Inſtrument, ſhould. it ever be applied for charging the Diſtillery 
5 Duties. What he has ſtaied is underſtood to be, iſt. That it ſhews the Spiſlitude 
or Denſity only of the Worts, but it does not diſtinguiſh what the Nature and Kind 
of the Matter may be; and he very juſtly ſays, that all the Extract from Raw 
Grain or Malt is not capable of yielding Spirits; and, 2dly. That the Diſtillers 
had informed him of their Obſervations on Grain produced on different Soils, hot 
and dry, cold and wet, Engliſh and Scotch; that Worts might appear by the 
Saccharometer equal in Denſity, while they did not yield Spirits in Proportion; 
: it even that the apparently beſt Worts yielded the ſmalleſt S e e In 
reply thereto, it is to be obſerved, that here, as in many other Parts of his Memorial, 
the Doctor does not give his own Experience, but the Diſtiller's Account of the 
Matter to him; and it is preſumed, that the Committee will not readily decide 
upon Information derived. entirely from that Quarter. The Truth is apprehended 
to be, that the Diſtillers are aſraid of the Introduction of this Inſtrument as a Check, 
in the ſame Manner as they were, prior to 1784, of the Uſe of the Hydrometer, 
well knowing how effectually both the one and the other might be applied for that 
Purpoſe. It is certainly true, however, that the Saccharometer does not pretend to 
diſtinguiſh the Nature of the Matter held in Solution, or, in other Words, whether 
the Gravity of the Water is increaſed by the Solution of Earth, Salts, Sugar, or 
mucilaginous Matter; but it is alſo a Truth, that it does very accurately point out the 
Extent to which the Gravity is increaſed; it likewiſe aſcertains the Progreſs of the 
Attenuation by Fermentation, which is the great Deſideratum of Information for the 
Officer; and it is believed that a Table of Attenuation can be formed, by which the 
Quantity of Spirits may be very nearly aſcertained: — Such a Table, perhaps, will 
not ſnew the Seconds or the Minutes, but it will ſtrike the Hours and Quarters very 
diſtinctly, and thus be ſufficient for Practice, and to prevent the Poſſibility of Fraud, 
above a certain Extent; and, upon the whole, the Objection, if any, amounts to 
a mere Trifle of Uncertainty in the Inſtrument. Such is indeed the preſent State of 
the Hydrometer, not ſtrictly correct, but authorized by Law, and found to be ſuf- 
ficiently ſo for Practice. In the Two Inſtruments there is a great Similarity, the 
latter taking vp the Check juſt as the Power of the former ceaſes to act; and they 
are thus very naturally connected with each other. %% ͤð 


Upon the Second Objection it is to be obſerved, that, as to the lighter Wort 

;prpducing more Spirit than a heavier Wort, Engliſh Grain producing more ſaccha- 

rine Matter than the ſame Weight of Scotch Grain, and the Difference on account 

of hot, cold, wet, and dry Soils, &c. all this is very .ingenious theoretical Rea- 

foning ; but Theory and Practice are different Things; and it is particularly to be 

noticed, that it is not once aſſerted, what this great Difference will amount to in any 

given Quantity. Upon this Point perfect Silence is obſerved. The Matter is 

only ſtated as. a Poſlibility, and that a Diſtiller or his Servant ſaid ſo, which 4s to 

be held concluſive to condemn the Inſtrument without a fair Trial. Mr. Leven, 

who has uſed it in Practice, 8 not to ſay that this Inſtrument is perfectly 

correct, any more than the Hydrometer; but he does ſay that it is ſufficiently 

correct for the Purpoſes propoſed hy it; and here he cannot help requeſting the 

Attention of the Committee to the Nature of the Evidence given by the Diſtil- 

lers and Witneſſes brought up by them laſt Year, which was evidently intended 

to impreſs the Committee with an Idea that the Highlands, in reſpect of Grain 

and Fuel, were as favourably ſituated for rapid Diſtillation as moſt Parts of the 

Eo Lowlands. Mr. Millar ſaid . “ Their Grain in ſome Parts was prefer- 
Appr. Dil. « able.” If fo, whence comes it that the Grain from Southern Climates, and 


: Pp 8 hot and dry Situations, produces more Spirits than Grain from a northern, os | 
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and wet Climate and Soil does ? It is the Opinion of ſome Diſtillers who. have had 


for it is contended, that a Wort from Orkney Bear has produced as much Spirit as 


a Wort of the ſame Gravity from Norfolk Barley. It is not meant that a Boll of each 
has produced the ſame ; but that 100 Gallons of Wort from Orkney Bear at 80 
Pounds per Barrel, attenuated to ©, produced as much Spirit as 100 Gallons 


of Wort from Norfolk Barley at 80 and attenuated to G. If it takes 8 Buſhels 
of inferior Grain to make 100 Gallons of Waſh at 80, which can be done with 6 


Buſhels of good Grain, ſtill the Wort being made of the Gravity of 80, and attenu- 


ated to O, will produce the ſame Quantity of Spirit, atleaſt near enough forall the prac- 
tical Purpoſes to which the Fact is applicable. —The Inſtrument is ſaid to be fallacious; 
it has been admitted that it is not perfectly correct; but the Extent of its Inaccu- 


racy has never yet been pointed out; mere Theory only has been oppoſed to Prac- 


tice. It is not, however, as yet intended, that exactly what che Saccharometer in- 


dicates ſhould fix the Charge; but, till a Trial and further Experience ſhall juſtify 


ſuch a Meaſure, it is ſubmitted, that any Charge from it ſhould be rather below. the 
Fact, i. 6. that Fraud or illegal Evaſion of Duties muſt have happened before chat 


takes place, and yet that it ſhall prove ſo compleat a Check, that no Fraud or Eva- 


ſion of Duties above a certain Extent, can poſſibly exiſt without being known and 


detected. Mr. Leven is therefore fully convinced, that this Inſtrument. would be 
the moſt perfect, equal, and ſecure Method of charging the Duties on Beer and Ale, 
that ever was, or that perhaps ever can be adopted; and he is equally ſatisfied, that 
ſhould the Survey Syſtem be again reverted to in the Diſtillery, and the Duties upon 
Spirits be levied by a Check Gauge upon the Materials from which they are made, 

viz, the Worts and Waſh, this Inſtrument would prove a moſt compleat and perfect 
Check on the fraudulent Diſtiller, In farther Elucidation of the Uſefulneſs and 


good Effects of this Inſtrument for Revenue Purpoſes, it is a Fact generally known, 


that the only conſiderable Fraud practiſed under the old Syſtem of Survey in Scots _ 
land, ſince the Hydrometer was ſanctioned by Law, was the ſhifting a Part or the 
Whole of the Contents of a Waſh Back or Tun, and diſtilling it privately. in the 


Night Time, There being no Account kept of any depending Worts, the Waſh 


Back or Tun was from the Worts in the Coolers filled up again to the ſame Gauge 
the Officer had on his laſt Evening Survey; and as he kept no Account of the 


Strength or Attenuation of the Walſh, his ſeeing an Appearance of new Worts, was 


ſeldom or ever was confirmed by the Jultices of the Peace, or made good to the 


Revenue. Now, mark how this Inſtrument in the Hands of an honeſt Man, .poſ- | 
ſeſſing common Senſe, would detect this Fraud. It will not be denied, let the 


Materials of the Waſh be what they may, that when the vinous Fermentation is fairly 
begun, the Waſh will invariably attenuate. in proportion to the Progreſs'it makes in 


the Fermentation; and that it cannot be at 20 ro Night, and back again to 
39 next Morning, unleſs a Fraud has been committed by ſubſtituting or adding 


Worts of a ſtronger. Gravity. It is admitted that after the  vinous  Fermenta- 
tion is compleat, if the acetous Fermentation is allowed to go on before the Waſh is 


ſent to the Still, a triſling Increaſe of Gravity will take place; but to effect this, a 


longer Time is neceſſary chan perhaps Dr. Jeffray had, or will be allowed by any 
Diſtiller who knows his Bulineſs, except for. the Purpole of Fraud or mere Experi- 


ment. It is therefore ſubmitted, that although Dr. Jcffray's Objections may have 


ſome Foundation in Theory, they will never be felt, if at all known, in Practice. 


Mr. Leven having, thus ſtated, by va of Anſwer 10 Dr. Jeffray's theoretien 


Objections againſt the Saccharometer, what he has been able to learn from Iaforma- 
prope now to ſuggeſt how tar, in his Opinion, it may be uſetully applied to Revenue 
urpoles ; and 11t. as the preſent Method 7 charging the Dutics on Beer and Ale, 


” 
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eat and long Practice. that the Effects of Soil and Climate are not worth con- 
dering as to any Difference it would make by charging a Duty upon the Worts: 
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15 made) only conſidered as a Matter of Opinion, and a prgumptiue Charge, which 


tion and his own Experience relpecting ics particular Qualities, it may. not be in- 


(particularly 
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(pabrieutirly'in Scotland, owing to the T penny not being under the Tan" Regulz- 
tions as the Table Beer in England) is very inſecure; Unequal, and fallacious, either 
from the T'rader's Declaration; which is nor much ts be depended” on, or fropn the 


roduce. It is ſuppoſed, but not ſtated as à poſitive Fact, that 18 Stone of 16 


Pounds Engliſh, or 2 Ct. 2 qrs. 8 lbs. of good Grain, properly malted, and well 
managed in every Reſpect, will produce 2 Ct. of Malt, that will yield 102 Gallons, 
or 3 Barrels of Wort, at 40 libs. per Barrel; which if attenuated to ©, every 10 
libs. of Attenvation or loſt Gravity will produce One Gallon of Spirits 1 to 10 G. P. 


viz. 12 Gallons, or nearly ſo; and if only attenuated to 3 or 4, which more generally 


* 


happens, then the ſame Operation would only produce 10% Gallons of Spi. 
fits of the above Strength. The following Checks are therefore propoſed, upon the 
Hypotheſis, that every Cwt. of Raw Grain and Malt mixed, will Lhe 51 Gallons 
Spirits, 1 to 10 O. P. and every Cyt. of pure Malt will pröduce 4+ Gallons 1 to 10 
ditto,—that every libs. of Gravity in Worts, ſhewn by the Saccharometer, ſfiould 
prodoce One Gallon of Spirit 1 to 10 O. P.; that every libs. of Attenuation 
Loſs of Gravity ſo ſhewn, ſhould produce One Gallon of Spirit of the fame Strength ;— — 
and ultimately, that there ſhould be an exact Account of the Spirits produced, accord- 
ing to the Quantity and Quality thereof, as aſcertained by Gauge or the Hydrometer 
and thar the higheſt or beſt Account obtained in any of the above Stages of rhe 

Operation, ſhould conſtitute the Charge againſt the Trader. By this Statement the 

Committee will pleaſe to obſerve that the Diſtilſer could not incur any Penalty, or 
be in Danger (as ſtared by Dr. Jeffray, Page 378.) of having any Seizure made of his 
Spirits, until after an Account ſhall have been taken of all that has been produced; 
and if after that Account has been taken, the Trader ſhall be found to have increaſed 
his Stock without a Permit, it muſt, as in all ſuch Caſes where Stock is kept, be 
held to be a Fraud, and Forfeiture and Penalty ought juſtly to enſue. The Com- 


4 
— 5 


mittee will alſo perceive that the Charges propoſed by the Saccharometer are in the 
Worts at the Rate of 9, and from the Attenuation, of 10 Gallons of Spirits, although, 
as has been ſtated, the 18 Stone of Grain malted was capable of producing more 
than 11 Gallons of the ſame Strength, and which the Officer ſhould, and probably 
will get in the Spirits produced from the Still, while it is equally clear, thateven by 
the Saccharometer, independant of weighing the Grain, 8-10ths of the Duties are 
perfe&tly ſecured; which is the Uſe of this Inſtrument firſt mentioned, viz. that of 


= 


preventing the Poſſibi'ity of Fraud above a certain Extent. 5 
D | 5 DISTIL- 
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Upon the 4th Queſtion, it is only to be obſerved, that it is the Opinion of moſt of 
the Scotch Diſtillers, and of many reſpectable and intelligent Perſons “, that although 
it may be very poſſible to make good Spirits by rapid Diſtillation, yet ſpeaking of 
it. as a general Practice, it is unfavourable for that Purpoſe ; for the Duty upon the 
Capacity of the Still being high, to leſſen that Duty as much as poſſible, the Heads of 
Stills were ſeldom fo high and large as they-ought to have been to enſure the Production 
of a pure Spirit; and the Tax being upon Time, the Trader often puſhed his Opera- 
tions faſter than the Capacity of the Still Head could fairly admit of; it thus often hap. 
pened that the Run was not pure, and of courſe could not be very wholeſome: By this 
Obſervation it is only meant, that though, theoretically ſpeaking, by rapid Diſtillation 
as pure and wholeſome a Spirit can be produced as by flow Diftillation, yet practi- 
cally and generally it does not ſo happen. As to the old Form of Stills uſed in 
Scotland, Mr. Leven had the Honour to ſuperintend the making of ſome pretty 
exact Models of ſuch Stills, which were preſented before the Committee laſt Seſſion. 
Tt is alſo juſtly ſtated, that «© had not the Law ſtimulated Diſtillers to Invention, Stills 
t in Scotland, as in England, would have been Pots till.” It may be very much 

doubted, however, whether any real Improvement has been made by the Alteration; 
and ir is believed, that was the Tax otherwiſe than upon Time, the Diſtillers in Scot- 
land would again adopt the globular-ſhaped Pot, at leaſt to a certain Degree. We 


are clearly of u different Opinion from thoſe who aſſert, that more Fuel was, or is 


waſted by flow than by rapid Diſtillation, ' Formerly Stills were ſeldom or ever 
burned out, as ſtated, unleſs when, for the Commiſſion of Fraud, they were puſhed 
faſter than was either proper or neceſſary for working fair and with CEconomy ; and 
with Truth it may be added, that Ten flat Stills have bern burned out under the 
Licence Acts for One globular Still that was burned under the Survey Syſtem. The 
Reaſon is obvious; the old Stills were large, a Man could go in the Infide and clean 
them, which is a much more effectual Method of doing fo than all the Iren Machines 

ever invented. This cleaning was done frequently, Time then not being fo precious 
to a Diftiller as now. It is therefore hardly fair to ſtate merely what might have hap- 
pened, or what through Careleſſneſs or Sloth in ſome Inſtances, perhaps, did actually 
Happen, without calling the Attention of the Committee ro the Gmple, eaſy, and practi- 
cable Means always in the Diſtiller's Power to prevent ſuch Accidents, if they may 
be ſo called, viz. keeping his Still clean, having it properly ſet on a Furnace ſuited 
to its Shape and Size, and, as he had no juſtifiable Neceſſity, never increaſing the 


TEMPORARY LAW, f. 3% 


Under the Temporary Law a licenſed Diſtiller might have worked with a new 
Still leſs than that originally entered, upon paying Duty according to ſuch original 
Entry; which has been the Rule uniformly eſtabliſhed and obſerved under all the 
Licence Acts, and is very neceſſary to be continued while they are in Force. _ 


FURNACES. p. 367. 1 25 „„ 
termine their Utility, 
Phe Plate ſpoken of, was not taken Notice of in the Evidence given by Mr. 
Leven, bot was mentioned by him upon the Spot to Mr. Glen and other Diſtil- 
— 3 % ͤĩͤ ² Acc 1 


1 7 ener and Letter of Mr. Crookeens, Letters of Meſſrs. Skene Keith, Bannerman, and 
Bkede; Opinions of Drs, Black, and Dyce, æc. | y 


As to the ne Furnaces propoſed, Time only can de 
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lens to whom he deſcribed minutely (as is here done) its Conſtruction and Effects, he 


having ſeen and carefully examined it at ſeveral other Works. 


MILLAR's STILL, b. 392. 


In March laſt Mr. Leven ſaw Mr. Millar's Still of 52 Gallons Content | charged 
with about 16 or 17 Gallons (the Servants ſaid only 15 Gallons) of Waſh; and 
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« enſuing Year,” (how much longer is wiſely not ſald) “ as wilt enable the Trade 
« to bear a Licence Duty of J. 162 per Gallon. of Still,“ (which is only equal to, if 
not leſs than 15. 34. per Gallon on the Spirits) © and beyond this Rate,” he adds, 
« | think the Duty ſhould not go.“ We would only further obſerve upon this 
Point, judging of the future by the paſt, that perhaps it may be diſcovered in a very: 


ſhort Time, thateven /. 162 per Gallon is as inadequate a Licence Duty as it is non 
well known the 3os. Duty was in 1786, when it was averred by the Diſtillers and! 


their Friends that this Sum was the higheſt Tax they could poſſibly bear. 


Another Conſequence of fixing the Licence Duty ſo low. as C. go or C. 162 per 


SGallon of Still, would be to enable thoſe Manufacturers of Spirit who now can, and 


in fact do work fo faſt as to convert daily a Boll of Grain into Spirits for every 
Gallon of their Stills Content, to make a Fortune, and at the ſame Time to ſell their 


Spirits ſo low as to occaſion all the baneful Effects to Society ſo often. and juſtly. la- 
mented, while they would drive out of the Trade all thoſe Perſons who cannot now, 


nor perhaps ever will be able ta work fo faſt ; at any. Rate it is poſlible, that before 

they could reach Mr. Millar's Pitch of Perfection, he may, by further Ingenuity and 
Improvements, have got as far above as they are now below it. This is the more pro- 
bable, that Mr. Leven has lately been told, and Dr. Dyce confirmed: the Fact, 
that it is poſſible to produce Spirits from Waſh without Diſtillation at all; and. 
ſhould this Art be ſo improved as to be found proper for general Practice, what will 


become of the Revenue under the favourite Licence Syſtem of C. 162 of Duty on the 
Gallon of the Still, —then. no longer uſeful or neceffary in the Proceſs. of making 


Spirits? 


= DISTILLING' IN VACUO, . 399 
It appears to us, that as the Method and Effects of diſtilling in vnauo are at pre- 


ſent almoſt totally unknown, and acknowledged by Mr. Stein to be a Secret for R 


which a high Premium was aſked, it is impoſſible to calculate any certain Rate of 
Duty which ſhould be impoſed under a Licence Syſtem, and applied to a Mode of 
Operation, as much in the Dark at preſent, as was the rapid Diſtillation of a Still in 
Eight Minutes not more than Twelve Months ago. 


' DUTY ON. WORTS, AND ON THz WORM, p. 396; 


Upon this Subject the following Suggeſtions have been ſubmitted in a: Paper pre. 
ſented to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland: 


It appears that a Duty on Home- made Spirits cannot be fairly charged by 
any practical Attention to the Second or Third Stages of the manufacturing Proceſs, 
i. e. the fermenting and evaporating; to attain this Object, therefore, Recourſe 
mult be had to the firſt or laſt Stages, 1. e. to the Brewing or condenſing Stages ; 
and as the Brewery Laws ſeem perfectly applicable to the Diſtillery, they might be 
extended to it with the greateſt Propricty, and a reaſonable Rate per Hogſhead, Ale 
Meaſure, charged on the Wort gauged by the Officer, In this Caſe the Diſtiller 
would be left at Liberty, like every other Manufacturer, to work to what Extent, 
and when he pleaſed, to occupy that Capacity of Utenſils beſt ſuited to the Scale of 


ro. 


„ —— 


One obvious Reaſon why diſtilling in vacuo was, in ſome of the Papers. preſented to the Com- 
mittee laſt Year, propoſed to be prohibited, was, that if under a Licence Duty on the Capacity of the 


Still, one Manufacturer carried on his Operations in vacuo, while another did not, or could not, they. 
would be upon a Footing ill more unequal than any Two Diftillers even at preſent are; for it is quite 


clear, that as the only Thing which ſtops the quick riſing of Steam in the Still is the Preſſure of the 
Mr which keeps it down, if that Preſſure be removed, the Steam will riſe quick without any Impedi- 
went; of courie the Rapidity of Diſtillation may be thereby increaſed to an inconceiyable Degree, 
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his Buſineſs; he would turn his Attention to Economy and Improvement in the 
Art of Diſtillation, inſtead of being tempted to ſacrifice every Thing to rapid 
working, by which much Fuel and Labour now waſted might be faved to the Coun. 
try. The principal Objection to this Mode of charging the Diſtillery Duty, is the 


| ſuppoſed Expence of the Exciſe Survey. This is fully anſwered by the Fact, that 


taking the Kingdom at large, the Duties of Exciſe. are collected at leſs Expence 
than any other Branch of the Revenue; and yet as this Expence is commonly ſtated, 
it includes not only the Charge of levying and collecting the Taxes, but that of ac- 
counting for and paying Debentures, Drawbacks, Allowances, &c. 


7:4 In fixing the Rate of Duty to be charged on the Worts, it will be ſafer to be 


directed by that payable by the Brewers on the different Kinds of Ale, than guided 

by a Wiſh to impoſe ſuch a Rate of Impoſt as will raife the Price of Spirits, in 
order to diminiſh the Conſumption of the lower Claſs of the People. The firſt of 

_ theſe Ways will lead to a Rate of Impoft in the Power of the Exciſe to charge and 


collect with Accuracy and Eaſe, and thereby raiſe the Price of Spirits as high as it 
is poſſible for direct Taxation to effect; by following the ſecond Courſe, all the ill 
Conſequences of the former and preſent Syſtem of taxing Home made Spirits will 
be continued, and perhaps increaſed. It appears from the Evidence of Meſſrs, 
Stewart, Ritchie, and Johnſton, Highland Diſtillers, that they prepared from their 
different Maſhes of 61 Bolls of Grain, about 520 Gallons of Waſh, or 83 Gallons 
per Boll, Mr. Hyſlop, Lowland Diftiller, made his Waſh at the Rate of 13 and 
14 Gallons per Buſhel, or between 78 and 84 Gallons per Boll: And Mr. Millar 
ſeems to draw about 100 Gallons from the ſame Quantity of Grain. , By the 
Allowances granted to Brewers out of Malt Additional 1780, the Diſtillers Waſh 
would appear to be of a Strength between Twopenny and ſtrong Ale. It appears like- 
wiſe from the Evidence of Meſſrs. Ritchie and Hyſlop, that a greater Quantity and 


a finer Spirit is obtained from weak than ſtrong Waſh ; a Circumſtance corroborated 
by ſome other of the Gentlemen examined before the Committee laſt Year. In taxing 


Home- made Spirits, therefore, by a Duty chargeable on the Wort, the Rate ſhould 


be ſuch, as to give little Inducement to make it ſtrong, which would at the ſame Time 
give little Inducement to illicit Practices, and thereby ſecure the full Amount of 


Revenue. 


« Since the Commencement of the preſent War, the great Riſe in the Price of 


Foreign Spirits and Wine, the recruiting Service, and the high Wagrs given to 


Workmen and Servants, have contributed to increaſe the Conſumption of Whiſkey, 


much beyond what it had ever been at any preceding Period, or than it is likely to 


be when Peace and an improved Syſtem of Taxation ſhall bring Foreign Liquors and 
Ale into Competition, and remove the other Cauſes which have increaſed the De- 
mand for Home-made Spirits, In a Memoir preſented to the Board in December 
1796, an Attempt was made to ſhew that 400,000 Bolis of Grain, were probably 
conſumed Annually in the Lowland Diſtillery for ſome Years before it was prohi- 
bited. And by another Memoir, preſented in March 1798, it was ſhewn, that the 


Conſumption roſe the firſt Year after the Prohibition was taken off to between 6 


and 700,000 Bolls, and that the Capacity of Stills occupicd at both Periods was 
1wfficient for diſtilling the Waſh, and rectifying the Spirits produced from thele 
reſpective Quantities 3 . | 


« Replacing the Stock of Spirits conſumed during the Prohibition, will account for 
the great Conſumption of Grain in the Diſtillery, during the laſt mentioned Period; 
and the Decreaſe in the Capacity of Stills occupied for ſome Time paſt, renders it 

robable, that 400,000 Bolls of Grain, are fully ſufficient for the Production of the 
pirits Annually conſumed in the Lowlands, and the greateſt Part of the 2 
1 z 
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diate Diſtrict. From this Quantity, above 500, oo0 Hogſheads of Waſh: may be 
made, at the Rate of 80 Gallons per Boll, which charged at 53. 3d. per Hogſhead, 
would yield a Revenue of C. 131,250 per Annum, being above the Average Net Pro- 
duce of the Diſtillery Duties, either before or ſince the Licence Syſtem was adopted ; 
and there is no Doubt, that by this Mode of Taxation, between Twenty and Thirty 
Thouſand Pounds might be raiſed in the Highland Diſtri& ; and all the Regulation 
neceſſary, would be to fix the Minimum Capacity of Stills, which ought not to be leſs 
than 40 Gallons in the Lowlands, and 20 Gallons in the Highlands. It is true, this 
Rate of Impoſt would fall greatly below Two Shillings per Gallon on the Spirits, az 
propoſed by ſome of the Diſtillers, and amounting by their Calculation, to £.80. per 
Cent. ad valorem ; but it may be doubted, whether, in the preſent flouriſhing State of 
the Country, it is not beyond the Power of fiſcal Exertion to render a Tax of 80 per 
Cent. on the Value of a Manufactured Commodity efficient, VJ 


Let us now aſcertain the Capacity of Stills, which, under the Licence Syſtem, 
would be neceſſary for diſtilling and rectifying the Produce of the above Quantity 
of Waſh, It appears from the Evidence, already quoted, that in the Highlands, where 
they diſtil ſlowly, a 40 Gallon Still is charged with 32 and even 35 Gallons of 
Waſh, or Four Viſths of its Capacity, and that the Produce of Six ſingling Charges 
makes One Doubling. In the Lowlands, where they work rapidly, they cannot charge 
their Still ſo compleatly. Mr. Hyſlop fills his Still Five Sevenths of its Content with 
Waſh, and Mr. Millar Two Thirds. In the Lowlands, therefore, the rectifying 
Still ſhould bear a ſmaller Proportion to the ſingling, than in the Highlands; but in 
order to make the Calculation perfectly unexceptionable, we ſhall ſtate the Content of 
the doubling at One Fourth of the ſingling, and the Charge of the Waſh Three 
Fourths of the Capacity of the Still, according to the S of the former 
Law ; and although it 1s well known, that Diſtillers can, and do work off their Stills in 
Eight or Ten Minutes, and continue their Operations without Intermiſſion, except 
on Sunday, we ſhall take 300 as the Number of working Days, and 100 as the 
Number of Times their Stills are wrought off every Day. On theſe Data, 11 
Gallons Capacity of Stills, will work off - 22,500 Gallons of Waſh, and rectify 
the Produce, in a Year; conſequently 1750 Gallons Capacity. of Stills, will be 
fully adequate to work off and rectify the Produce of 500,000 Hogſheads of Waſh. 
Small as this Capacity may appear, it is probably conſiderably above what will be en⸗ 
tered next Year under the Licence Syſtem if it is continued with an increaſed Rate 
of Impoſt. 5 „ 8 > 


It ſeems generally admitted, that a greater Quantity of Spirits is produced from 
a Mixture of Malted and Raw Grain, than from Malt ſimply ; and in ſpite of the 
Aſſcrtions of ſome of the Diſtillers to the contrary, it is as generally believed, that 
Spirits made from Malt, are not only more agreeable to the Taſte, but more whole- 
| fome than when made from the Mixture, and bring always a higher Price in the 
Market. With a View to ſecure the Wholeſomenei: of the Spirit, therefore, and to 
prevent thoſe who ule the Mixture from underſelling thoſe who uſe Malt, in a Degree 
that would diſcourage the Preparation of the beſt Whiſkey, it might be adviſeable to 
charge the Hogſhead with a Duty of 7s. 7 Id. in Diltilleries in which any Mixture 
of Raw Grain is uſed, which at the ſame Time that it would compenſate to the Re- 
venue the Loſs of the Malt Duty, would contribute to preſerve the Competition be- 
tween Diſtillers uſing theſe different Materials. Another Circumſtance deſerves 
Attention in framing a Diſtillery Law; every one knows, that Spirits are improved 
by keeping, and it would certainly be equally for the Advantage of the Revenue and 
the Public, that Diſtillers were allowed to retain the Duties, for, One, Two, or even 
Three Years, on warehouſing a ſufficient Quantity of Spirits as Security, and be 
allowed after the Spirits had remained, at leaſt 'I'welve Months, in ſuch Warehouſe, _ 
to take out, as Purchaſers demanded, a Quantity, not leſs than One Hogſhead at 4 
Time, on paying a rateable Proportion of the Amount of Duty, for which the whole . 


„„ ADD 0 


Susann wa lodged as Security. By adopting ſuch a Syſtem as has been above 
geſted, it is hard to ſay to what Perfection the Manulacture of Spirits may be 
brought in this Country. „ „ 1 


Wich regard to raiſing a Revenue from Home- made Spirits by a Tax on the 
Power of condenſing; however novel the Idea may appear, it may certainly be done 
without ſubjecting the Trader to any Reſtraint, but what he may judge proper to 
impoſe on himſelf; and it may be ſo managed, without the Trouble and Expence 
of watching, that One Diſtiller ſhall carry through the Third and Fourth Stages of 
the Proceſs in Three or Four Minutes, which it is ſaid is now found practicable; a 
Second ſhall take an Hour; a Third Five or Six; and yet the Duty ſhall fall at 
nearly the ſame Rate on the Spirits they reſpectively prepare in theſe different Spaces 
of Time. To be ſatisfied of this, it is only neceſſary to reflect, that as Circles are 
to one another as the Squares of their Diameters, fo the Quantity of Fluid flowing 
= through Pipes or Tubes of different Diameters, in a given Time, will be in the fame 
Worm. Proportion; conſequently a Tax charged per Inch on the linea Meaſure of the Worm 
| and. Pipe connecting it with the Head of the Still, and rated in proportion to the 
Square of the Diameter of the Bore of the Worm and connecting Pipe, will attain 
the Object in view. By this Mode of Taxation, a Diſtiller uſing a Worm of Four 
Inches Diameter in the Bore, will pay Sixteen Times more than One who employs 
a Worm of One Inch Diameter; and this laſt will in like Manner pay Sixteen Times 
more than anocher who has a Worm of One Fourth of an Inch Diameter, ſuppoſing 
the Worms and connecting Pipes of the ſame Length. In order to determine the 
Rate of ſuch à Tax, it will be neceſſary to know, with ſome Degree of Certainty, the 
Length and Diameter of the Worm and the connecting Pipe made uſe of by any 
Diſtiller, with the Quantity of Spirits obtained by its Means in a given Time; and 
the Reſult of dividing the Duty payable on the Spirits ſo prepared, by the lineal Inch 
of the Worm and connecting Pipe, wilb be the Rate per Inch of the Duty which 
ought to be charged on ſuch Worm and Pipe; from whence the Rate which would 
be charged on Worms and Pipes of different Diameters may be aſcertained, This 
would be a much more equitable Way of charging the Diſtillery Duty, than taxing 
the Capacity of the Stills; becauſe the Power of evaporating, which depends on the 
Shape of the Still, Conſtruction of the Furnace, and Quality of the Fuel, cannot be 
determined, nor would it be juſt to limit it, as any Regulation of that Kind, mult 
prove a Bar to Improvement, and might limit the Fxtent to which any Individual 
could carry on Buſineſs ;. whereas the Power of condenſing may be determined, and 
_ taxed, while the Diſtiller is left, as he ought. to be, perſectly at Liberty to chooſe that 
Power beſt ſuited to the Extent of his Buſineſs, the Nature of the Fuel he makes 
uſe of, and to his Intention to make good or bad Spirits, by working flowly or quickly. 
He would, however, as under the preſent Syſtem, be induced to work conſtanchy; 
but thoſe who made uſe of Worms of ſmall Bore, would have little Temptation to 
waſte either Fuel or Labour, and might turn their Attention to Improvement and 
Aconomy in conducting the various Proceſſes of the Diſtillery, Whether the Worm 
and connecting Pipe ſhould be reſtricted to a certain Length or not, is a Point further 
Inveſtigation muſt determine; but in Diſtilleries where the Mixture of raw and 
malted Grain is uſed, the Tax ſhould be rated as much higher than where malted 
_ is conſumed, as has been above propoſed in the Caſe of charging the Duty _ 


COPPER WORMS, p. 397- 


z Upon this Snbje& we have nothing to add to the Obſervations ſubmitted to the : 
Committee laſt Year; and we retain our Opinion that the Uſe of them ought to be 
prohibited, becauſe they gender Verdigris, and cannot be kept clean. 


© ULTIMATE. 


ULTIMATE: POWER OF A STILL, p. 405. 


« againſt the Effects of cheap Whiſkey:“ But we very much doubt, whether, “ in 

« point of Ability to diſtil faſt, the Trade will ſoon be on an equal Footing, ſo as 
ec the Revenue will draw a juſt and equal Duty from all, and the Legiſlature will be 
able to regulate the Price of Whiſkey by increaſing or diminiſhing the Rate, of 


e Duty.” For, in our Opinion, this is not likely to happen till a full Proviſion is 


made for every different Situation in the Country, or till the Diſtillery Buſineſs ſhall 
center in one Place, and fall into the Hands of one Company, which we conceive 
would be improper and impolitic, and is an inſurmountable Objection againſt the 
Licence Syſtem as a erotic and Nennen Regulation and Mode of ee tO the 
res lb | | „ e 


ONE SHILLING SURVEY DUTY, 5. 495: 
11 muſt be acknowledged, that at firſt the Duty impoſed by the Ak of laſt Seſ- 


Toon, of One Shilling per Gallon on the Spirits, was much evaded, and that, perhaps, 


it is not yet fully ſecured. But this is not to be imputed to any Deſect in the Prin- 
cCiple of the Survey Syſtem, but to the Two following Circumſtances : iſt. That after 
the Act (which had Commencement, as to this Part, from the 13th) paſſed on the 


-2gth of June 1798, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe had not a ſufficient Number of 


Officers to ſurvey and watch all the Diſtillers, and it required near Two Months 
before they could get new ones inſtructed and qualified for that Purpoſe. - Of late, 

however, as Dr. Jeffray admits, this Duty has been better ſecured. 2dly., That by 
this Law, the Duty was impoſed on the finiſhed Goods, without giving the neceſſary 
and effectual Checks in the different Stages of the Manufacture, according to the 

true Spirit of the Survey Syſtem; but this Defect, it is hoped, will be alrogether, 
25 rs great Meaſure, FRADECHER N the Amendments Ken in 2 Act os 88 me 
ent Seſſion. a 


COLLECTION OF REVENUES, p. 407. be. 


Vee e our Obſervations as to the Saccharometer, Page 483 to 486, and as to the 
gauging of the Waſh 1 in the T uns, Page 433. | 


OFFICERS OF EXCISE, p. 407. 


It is 1 4 That were it poſſible to aſcertain, either by en or "Wy Sac- 


"cc charometer, the Quantity of Spirit a given Quantity of Wort or Waſh could yield, 


. jt would be no eaſy Matter to find Officers who could execute ſuch a Survey. We 
apprehend it would be as eaſy to find Officers of Integrity and Ability to execute 


ſuch a Survey in Scotland, as it is found in England, and as it was found in Scotland, 
from November 1784 to July 1786, when the Waſh Duty exiſted, and when ſuch 


Officers were beginning to attain a perfect Knowledge, as well of the Art, as of the 


Frauds in e and the Means of OS or preventing them, and ſecuring 
the Revenue, | 


On the F SEE of Diſtillers, however, and the Connivance of Officers, under Fa | 


Syſtem of Survey, which the Doctor has dwelt upon at large in Page 408, and other 
Pages, we cannot add to the Facts ſtated, and Obſervations made by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of Exciſe, in their Report of 25th 1 I to WR we 1 win le particu- - 
1 to reſer the Committee, | 


op 5 EVASION 


APPENDIX o 


We concur with Dr. Jeffray in his Obſervation that, * it ſtruck him forcibly that 

10 till the almoſt ultimate Power of the Still was diſcovered, and the Trade put on 
« 4 Par in point of rapid Diſtilling, an equal Duty never could by the Licence  _- 
. « 'Syſtem be got from all, nor could the Morals of the common People be protected n 


Ae. Dif. 

1 
7 e GI 
et leq. 
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EVASION OF DUTY, p. 4% . 


On this Head Dr. Jeffray has been pleaſed to refer the Committee to the 
Appx. Diſt. Evidence, given Jaſt Lear, to ſhew to what Extent the Revenue was defrauded 
Rep. 1798. under Survey, and which is ſtated by Alexander, Millar, Manager of the Diſtil. 
Fe 139, fery at Craigend, to have been, . That they did not pay a Sixth or an Eighth Part 
4 of the legal Duty; but when we look to the Evidence upon which this generzl 
Averment is meant to be ſupported, we find it reſts entirely upon the vague Thought 
and Calculation of this confeſſedly fraudulent Operator; and although the particular 
Period when this enormous Evaſion was ſaid to have happened is no where ſpecified, 
f we have good Reaſon to believe that it muſt have been prior to November 1784, 
when the Duty Was charged upon the Low Wines, and the Spirits, and before the 

- Uſe of that moſt effectual Check againſt Fraud, the Hydrometer, was legalized. 


P. 468, In the next Paragraph, tlie Doctor regrets that there is but too much Reaſon to be- 
| leve the Information of many Diſtillers to be juſt, © that not above One Tenth of what 
« was diſtilled in the Lowlands under Survey actually paid. Duty ;” and he attempts 

to prove it by an Examination of the Account of Duties paid, and Quantities of Spi- 

. tits made in Scotland, and Quantities ſent to England from 5th. July 1782, to iſt 


5 


No vember 1 784. 
- IRITS 5 SE NT TO ENGL AND, p. 469. 7 


The Account of the -Quantities of Spirits made in Scotland, and ſent to England 
between 5th July 1782, and 1ſt November 1784 (by which it would appear that in 
that Period. 299,376 Gallons of Spirits were ſent to England more than had paid 
Duty in Scotland) is taken from a Statement prepared and produced by the Engliſh 
Diſtillers, and inſerted at full length in the Report of laſt Year, Page 330. Upon this 
Statement, however the following Remarks were printed and circulated in June 1788, 
by the Scotch Diſtillers themſelyes, which, with their ſubſequent and more particular 
Obſeryations thereon in 178g, are now ſubmitted to the attentive Conſideration of the 

Committee, as the Anſwer of the Scotch Diſtillers at the Time to this Averment. 


Me — 
* 

= 

4.4 


1ſt Paper, entitled « Stotch Diſtillery, gth June, I 788.” 


The Diſtillers of London have circulated Papers, which are compoſed with a 
Levity ſuch as may poſſibly ſuit their Situation. The Diſtillers of Scotland, and 
thoſe who are deeply. intereſted in their Affairs, do not now mean, in this Stage of 
their Buſineſs, to give ſpecial Anſwers to all the various Aſſertions there made; but 
they feel it to be a Puty which they owe to the Public, to Parliament, and to them- 

ſelves, to ſay in gene ral, that not one ſingle Charge has been ſtated on this Subject 
againſt Scotland, which the Scotch Manufacturers cannot ſhew to be founded at 
leaſt upon the groſſeſt Error and moſt extravagant Exaggeration. It vill be re- 
membered then, that thele Aſſertions have not been ſuffered to paſs uncontra- 
dicted, | BI | 


% Thoſe Gentlemen have repreſented themſclves as fair and honeſt Manwfacturer, 
*who never think of Fraud againſt Revenue, but with Abhorrence ; while the 
Scotch Manufacturers are to be treated, they ſay, as Men whoſe very Exiſtence reſts 


upon Fraud, 


211 Aﬀtertions of this Sort haye ever been believed, the ſtrongeſt Alſertions to tho 
cContrary will take little from their Credit. ON, ; 7 5 


* | Ws * * pod #1 8 4 2 A F 
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e But to be more patieular upon One Article. 55 hey have tall: chat, « from 
-the iſt of November 1784 to the 5th of July 178 5, the Scotch 8 to England 


133,000 Gallons of Spirits more 285 they legally med or, in om pode than 
"they par Duty for, 


* 
* ö 


ce In Anfwet to this, it is only OY for the Scotch Diſtillers at 1 to y. 
from the Materials furniſhed by the London Diſtillers themſelves, that (without exa- 
mining their Accuracy) the full Duties were paid in Scotland for a confider able Duantity 
more than was ſent into England during that Period, - excluſive of all that was e 

- tured Jr Home Conſumption by the Fee Hi gbland Stills and at F errintoſb. 


ce And ſince the equalizing Duty took Place, which, it-is admitted, cannot bel. 
ſibly be evaded, they have actually paid Duty in England for more Gallons ſent 


there, than they have been paid for upon their Sales, By: Duties 15 ys | os 
4 by Gauge, and the Spirits fold by. Weight. 5 


na The Scvich Manufacturers, cannot check the Praclices of the London Dit. 
en by comparing the Quantities ſent out by them (for they live in their Market) 


with the Duties they pay; but TTY Toy. be inferred from the Ae * 
- ſumption. 


e In May bg; a Plan bi eee the 1 was ; preſented to the Houſe 
of Cong by Mr. Biſhop, of Maidſtone, from which it appeared that the Quan- 
tity of Waſh extracted from Corn in one Year, according to an Average af Seven 


"Years preceding the 5th of July 1751, was 44424-4683 e for WI kick L 20g 
. tity Duties were then paid. | | 


e The Rate of Duty was increaſed, and the Quantity for which Duties were 1. 
4 immediately diminiſhed. 


* & Since that Period Population 1s fvockd to have 8 iet i 
"3 England, and it is at leaſt certain, that as much Spirits are now conſumed in 6 
as formerly. 


« Then what has become of the Duties? If ſuch a Quantity of Spirits, as from Mr. 
Biſhop's Statement appears to have been the Average Production of one Year at 
the above Period, were in one Year - manufactured in Scotland under the Licence, 
and the old equalizing Duty of Two Shillings, theſe Duties tan bring a Revenue 
of upwards of {.1,100,0co Sterling. 


« But the whole Diſtillery Revenue of Great Briedin i is little more 05 One T hird 


of that Sum, and it is not pretended that Spirits can come from Scotland without 
| paying the Duty. 


The Scotch 3 have been Gee e what hey ache 12 TE 
entitled to, viz. the Benefit of the /ame Law, whatever it may be, which regulates 
the /ame ManufaQory in England; and they have been anſwered by Publications 
and Pamphlets full of national Abuſe and Scurrility ; nay, Papers have been circu- 
lated by their Opponents among the Members of the Houſe of Commons, _— . 
in a Stile of Rhapſody, they repreſent © the Scotch Diſtiller, borne up on the Wings 
of Paper Currency, blowing the Trumpet of Fraud, and trampling under bis Fett the 

enue of Great Britain,. ſolemu Engagements, Honour, and good Faith.” — In the 
ame TI they ſay, « No Man are chat the Scotch will return to the Charge, and 


-harraſs 


2 


Ar EMD (0.4) 


harraſs and perplex the Engliſß Trader, ri ht or. wrong: They know too well 
Weight of Bel Iyſluence, which would be indeed ſeverely felt, &@. 


elt is much to be regretted, that any general Object ſhould at this Day be ſo 
<ircumſtanced as to place the Words Scotch and Engliſh ſo often and fo violently in 
Oppoſition. But when theſe Gentlemen talk of the Iyfluence of the Scotch Diſtillers 
they certainly mean to ſpeak ironically ; yet it is cruel to exult in ſo loud 'a Tone 
be Scotch Diſtillers have been unfortunate, and do not expect to be treated 
with much Ceremony, Neither they nor their Creditors, who are fo deeply involved 
with them, and will fo ſeverely feel the Effects of any unequal Law, pretend to one 
Particle of Influence ; but they have certainly looked up for Juſtice to the Wiſdom of 

.2 Britiſh Parliament” 55 %%% 


adly. OBSERVES for the Scots Diſtillers upon the States framed by 
the Engliſh Diſtillers, with reſpect to the Averment of the Engliſh Diſ- 
tillers, That more Spirits were Annually ſent to England from Scotland 


de than were legally made in Scotland,” 


« The States referred to are not founded upon any certain Data ; they are ac- 
knowledged to be but conjectural and preſumptive as to the Quantities, and they are 


entirely chimerical and fanciful as to the Qualities, _ 


- « The Qualities might, in the Years referred to in theſe States, be of the higheſt 
Strength the Maker's Ingenuity enabled him to produce; and the Quantities might. 
be increaſed with Water to any Extent the Trader pleaſed, 


In general it is unneceſſary to follow theſe Engliſh Diſtillers, prior to the Year 
1781, becauſe they acknowledge, that prior to that Time there were conſiderably 
more Duties paid in Scotland for Spirits made from Corn than were ſent to Eng- 
land; it is even acknowledged, that ſuch alſo was the State of the Market in 1731 
and 1782; but it is ſaid, that in 1783 there were 2268 Gallons ſent to England 
more than paid Duties in Scotland. | | ET 


„ They Nate, that in the Years 1781, 1782, and 1783, the Total Spirits law- 
fully made in Scotland, amounted to 348,232 Gallons ; of which there were ſent to 
England 640,080 Gallons. . 5 „ 


„It muſt at firſt View, have a very extraordinary Appearance to ſay, that Per- 
mits could be obtained for ſending more Spirits into England, than exiſted in the 
Stocks of the Scotch Diſtillers, Rectifiers, and Dealers. The Thing could not exiſt 
without the Colluſien of the permitting Officers, the practical Officers of the 
Board, and even of the Commiſſioners themſelves, who could not poſſibly look into 


this Branch of Trade, without detecting fo daring a Fraud; and therefore the Scots 


Diſtillers do ſay, that if the Facts alledged in the States made out by the Engliſh 
Diſtillers be true, there is not a Surveying Officer, a Superviſor, Collector, Exa- | 
miner, Accountant, Solicitor, or Commiſſioner of Exciſe, but muſt have joined in 
the Colluſion. How far the Board of Exciſe and their Officers have uſed their 
Powers in Favour of the Scots Diſtillers, in order to deſtroy the Engliſh Diſtillers, 
is too ſeverely felt by their numerous Creditors ; but that they ſhould be acceſ- 
| any, 8 ſuch grols Frauds as here alledged, Which was ſo eaſy of Detection, , is im · 
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et As already noticed, the Engliſh ſay that the Quantity of Gallons made in Scotland 

is preſumptive, from the Amount of the Duties paid in Scotland; and that the Quan 
tity of Gallons ſent into England is alſo aſcertained from the Payment of the Equaliz- 

ing Duties thereon, _ 


« The Scots Diſtillers, have a Proof of the Make of Spirits in Scotland during 
the Year 1781, 1782, and 1783, and of the Spirits ſent to England, much nearer 
to the Truth than the chimerical State of the Engliſh Diſtillers ; but while the 
Strength was uncertain, the real and true State can never be made out, for the 
Scots Diſtillers made their Waſh, upon which Duties were charged, as ſtrong as 
- poſſible, and afterwards increaſed the Quantity by Water, as the Nature of the e 
Manufacture required. ; i . 
See 2d. Report 


« The Proof, however, reſpecting the Three Years under Conſideration is the See 2 my.” 
Report of the Board of Exciſe in Scotland to the Committee of the Houſe of hoe Commit 


Commons appointed to enquire into Smuggling, and which was never called in tee, Folio 3. 
Queſtion by the Engliſh Diſtillers. It thereby appears thas the Spirits made in 

Scotland for the Three Year's preceding 5th July 1783, is aſcertained by the Exciſe 

Books to bee „676,08 Gallons, 


Excluſive of Ferrintoſh, being +» .- - 292,880 


967,288 Gallons; 


8 Total, 
And that the Spirits ſent to England in the ſame Period was 457,613 


Leaving for Scotland - - - - - - = =- = = 509,67 


Which is double the Quantity mentioned by the Engliſh Diſtillers. This is given 
as a Specimen of their Integrity; but beſides this large Quantity, there is no Allow- 
ance given for the Stock on Hand at 5th July 1780, Which ws very conſiderable, 
and ought to have been taken in compute, N N 


« And the Engliſh Diſtillers ſingling out the Year expiring 5th July 1783, and 
faying that there were more Spirits ſent to England in that Year than had paid 
Duties in Scotland, is particularly unfortunate for their Argument, becauſe in the 
Year preceding a much greater Quantity of Spirits had been made in Scotland than 
in any former Year;- inſomuch that confeſſedly from the Engliſh Diſtillers own 

Account, there were 72,576 Gallons more uſed and remaining in Scotland after 
what was ſent to England in that Year, beſides 111,741 Gallons diſtilled at Ferrin- 
tolh, amounting, and ſuppoſing the Engliſh Calculations were real and not imaginary, 
to no leſs than 184,317 Gallons. No Notice whatever has been taken by the 
_ Engliſh Diſtillers of the trifling Quantity of no leſs than 731 Tuns of ſtrong Spirits. 


6 The Scots Diſtillers cannot follow theſe Engliſh States in every Particular, 
as they find it difficult to recover the Revenue Accounts of the Britiſh Diſtillery, 
and it is only by the Aſſiſtance and Intereſt of the Engliſh Diſtillers themſelves 
that the Scots have ſeen any of the Accounts referred to in the States: For while the 
Engliſh Diſtillers have Acceſs, both at the Treaſury and Board of Exciſe in Lon- 
don, to every Paper and Account they aſk, the Scots Diſtillers and their Solicitor, 
after the moſt patient and ſubmiſſive Attendance, are kept in Ignorance; nor did 
they ever procure Acceſs to a ſingle Paper until the ſame was propoſed to be called 
for in tac Houſe of Commons. Nor have the Scots Diſtillers been much better 
„ WM OY treated 
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treated at their own Board, although it is alledged the whole Exciſemen have com- 
mitted the greateſt Breach of Duty in aſiſting them to ſmuggle their Spirits into 
England under Permits granted where they had no Stock. Theſe Engliſh Diſtillers 


dit to the Rectifier and Compounder of 149 Gallons for every 100 


having, however, given in a State of the Spirits made in Scotland between the 1fl 
November 1784 and 5th July 1785, the Scots think that they are able to blow all 
their Stories in the Air, even ſuppoſing that their Data is ſolid, which it is nat. 


«* Thus, ſay theſe Engliſh Diſtillers, the Raw Spirits ſent to England |. Gallons, 


FTW 1784 and 5th July 1785, amounted to - - 290,22; 


The rectificd Spirits and Compounds ſent to England within the above 

Time, is 419,564 Gallons, but which the Engliſh Diftillers are pleaſed 
to calculate ar 1 in 10 under Hydrometer Proof, and ſo make it 
equal to 343,203 at 1 to 10 over, although the Law allowed a Cre- 


Gallons of raw Spirits 7 8 | 343-203 
The Stock of raw, reclified, and compounded Spirits on hand, and  _ 

713,448 

Ken 


c And on the other hand, theſe Diſtillers ſay, that the Stock on hand | 
in Scotland, at or neareſt to iſt November 1784, is - - - - - 114,234 
That the Duty paid between iſt November 1784 and 5th July 1785, 
is £. 60,222. 85. 54, which at 25. 4d. per Gallon is 516,192 


Balance ſent to England, which is ſaid to have eſcaped Payment of any 


Duty, as well as the whole Quantity conſumed in Scotland - - = 33,022 


713,448 


— ASS ADC 


, The Scots Diſtillers will be bold to fay, that there never was a more groſs 


5 Impoſition attempred upon the Public than the above State fo affectedly drawn up, 


and ſo unjuſtly and.calumniouſly diſperſed at the Treaſury and to the Members of 
Parliament. . 


« For although the Engliſh Diſlillers under pretence of Cons or rather un- 


able to oppoſe the Act of Parliament upon which their preſumptive Charges are 
pretended to be founded, do on the Foot of their own State correct the firſt Data 


of the Duty being only 25. 1d. per Gallon, in Place of 25. 4d. charged in the 


| State, and therefore make the prelumptive Gallons ariſing from the Duty charged to 
be 578,135 Gallons in place of 516,192, which reduces the Exceſs of the Spirits 
| ſent to England, ſaid to have paid no Duties in Scotland, to 21,979 Gallons in 


place of 83,922 mentioned in their Account; but if Accuracy had been intended, 
the Engliſh Diſtillers had intereſt enough to have aſcertained from the Scots Exciſe 
Books the real Quantities of Spirits diftitled, without having recourſe to a preſump- 
tive Calculation. | tn 1- 


„. But the moſt bare faced Averment in this Account is the Article of 114,234 
Gallons ſaid to be Stock on Hand in Scotland at 1ſt November 1784 ; whereas this 
was only the raw Spirits, and in the Stocks of Diſtillers only. No Allowance is 
given for the Quantities of raw Spirits in the Stocks of Rectifiers and Compound- 
ers, or the ſtil] greater Quantities of rectified Spirits in the Stocks of Diſtillers, Rec- 
tifiers, and Compounders, which amounted to ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Gallo:s, 
of which no Notice is taken in the above Account, although there is charged on the 
oppoſite Side 419,564 Gallons of rectified and compounded Spirits as ſent to 
England, which and more were in Stock in Scotland at, and prior to 1ſt oo 

| X veniber 


vember 1784 but this notorious Fact, which the Engliſh Diſtillers well known they 
have kept out of a as if they could conceal ſuch a Quantity from the Eye of the 
Public as ealily as t ach 
friendly ſurveying Officers as in due courſe of Promotion, and after full Trial, be- 
come Partners in the Trade itſelf, . „% oe 0 


« Indeed the Engliſh Diſtillers are ſo ſhort ſighted, that although in their own State 


of the Revenue of the Diſtillery of Great Britain for. the Year ending. 5th July 


1785, they charge 800 Tons of Spirits as in Stock in Scotland upon the 1ſt Novem- 
ber 1784, being 201,600 Gallons, they only give the Scots Diſtillers Credit in the 


above State for 114,234 Gallons, a Difference of itſelf above -Four Times the 


Quantity {aid to be ſent to England more than was made in Scotland; and ſuch 


of it, and of the other Spirits as were reCtificd or made into Compounds, carried 


alſo a Credit of 40 per Cent, thereon more, which very much increaſed the Quan» | 


tity, | 


gut this is not all; for during the ſame Period between 1ſt November 1784 and 
«th July 1785 there were $80,000 or 1c, ooo Gallons diſtilled at Ferrintoſh under 


the Eye of the Exciſe Officers, which fell alſo to be brought into the Account; fo 
that conſidering the ſmuggling by ſmall Stills, which the fair Diſtiller could not 
1 there were ſome Hundred Thouſand Gallons of Spirits legally diſtilled and 
left to the Conſumpt of Scotland over and above what was ſent to England in the 
Period alluded to. 8 1 Fo. ; | . 1 


« Again as to the Engliſh Diſtiller's State of the Scots Diſtillery from gth July 
1785 to 5th January 1786, it proves the very Reverſe of the Fact averred by them, 


of more Spirits being ſent to England than was legally made in Scotland. 


Ihus the Stock of Britiſh Spirits and Compounds of every Denomination, when 
taken in Scotland neareſt 5th July 1785, as before mentioned, is ſaid Gallons. 
to be. - 2 88000 


The Duties paid in Scotland between 5th July 1785, and 5th Janu- 
ary 1786, is per Report /. 40, 234 195. 7d. which at 25, 1d, the Duty _ 
on the Gallon is JJ ww, oy 2 ow | 387,119 


467,139 


Ni. B. Such of theſe Spirits as were rectified or compounded carried 
alſo a Credit of 40 per Cent. which conſiderably increaſed the Quantity. 9 


The raw or untectißed Spirits ſent to England between 5th July Gallons, 


1785 and th January 1786. — : 1149,12 
The rectified and compounded Spirits ſent to England is 68,738 ; 
Gallons which is acknowledged were 1 in 10 under, in place of 1 to 

10 over Hydrometer Proof, although it is impoſſible to aſcertain the 

Strength of Compounds, and as already ſaid the Law allows 40 per 

Cent. for the Difference on all rectified and compounded Spirits; but 
taking the Engliſh Diſtiller's Data, theſe 63,738 are only equal to 1 to 

10 over Hydrometer Proof; it is however charged at higheſt Quan - 
tity ſtated by the Engliſh Diſtillen - —= — 68,9738 
: 249,889 


sU—U —— — — 


y can ſimilar Quantities, in England, from the Eye of ſuch 
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Which leaves a very conſiderable Quantity for the Conſumpt of Scotland more 
than was ſent ro England, over and above what was privately made in ſmall Stills. 
and all the Spirits made in Ferrintoſn, which at this Period was very great, as the 
Exemption was going to be removed, not under 90, ooo or too, ooo Gallons 
more. 5 221 | 7 | 


Equally concluſive Facts for refuting the Allegations of the Engliſh Diſtillers, 
with reſpe& to the Quantity of Spirits from 5th July 1784, to 5th July 178 35 
when the Duties for Spirits made in Scotland was C. 93,701. 125. 1d. and of courſe 
the Gallons made for Payment of theſe Duties amounted to about 1,00, 875 be- 
ſides above 100,000 Gallons diſtilled at Ferrintoſh.— As to this Year the Englith 
Tiltillers have indeed been wiſely ſilent; for the moſt chimerical Calculator was 
unable to affiſt them in ſupport of their general Avermenr; and as neither in this, 
nor the Year. from $th July 1783 to 5th July 1784, was there any Return of the 
Stocks produced at the Commencement or Expirey of theſe Years, it is impoſ- 
ſible to be more particular further than in general ſaying, that falſum in uno falſum is 
vinnbns. | Le i ee 8 „ 


And when talking of the Return of the Stocks at the different Periods when 
they were ſaid to be taken, viz. 1ſt November 1784, 5th July 1785, and 5th 
January 1786, which are all the Stocks that ever the Engliſh Diſtillers have founded 
upon, it is to be obſerved that ſome Hundred Thouſand Gallons are not included in 
that taken 1ſt November 1784; belides theſe Stocks, when applied to the Impor- 
tation into England, are no fair Data to go upon; for large Quantities of Spirits 
being forwarded to the Sca Ports, ſhipped or ſhipping, prior to the Days of taking 
the Stocks of theſe Spirits, ſuch Quantities could not be included in the Stock Ac- 
count as upon Hand, being priorly removed therefrom on their Way to England; 
and yet they are all included in the Quantities imported into England, ' poſterior to 

the taking of that Stock, pretended to have been taken on the reſpective Days ſpe- 
cified in theſe Accounts ef Stock. Þ e 1 


6 ſhort, the Abſurdity of theſe States made out by the Engliſh Diſtillers is 
ſejf-evident ; they are founded upon falſe, preſumptive, and imaginary Data, and 
are groundleſs and injurious to thoſe Diſtillers who carried on a fair and honeſt 


Buſineſs. 


« For as to the Hurt ariſing to the Revenue from private Diſtillation, and the 
Exemption of Ferrintoſh, the fair Trader ſuffered more materially ; and on ac- 
count of thoſe, the great ſmuggling of Foreign Spirits, and the Severities put upon 
the entered Diſtillers by the illiberal Explanation put upon the Laws by the Board 
of Exciſe, their Trade was checked and interrupted, inſomuch that it was eaſier for 
the Smuggler to remove his Spirits through the Kingdom from one Perſon to an- 
other than for the fair entered Diſtiller, who neither aſked nor could receive an 
Exciſe Permit for more Spirits than he had truly paid Duties for. If there is 
Honeſty in any one Branch of the Exciſe, ſuch Frauds as that alledged by the Eng- 
liſh Diſtillers could not exit one Quarter's accounting without being diſcovered. — 
To ſuppoſe that the Quantity and Quality of the Gallons of Spirits ſent to Eng- 
land ſhould exceed the Quantity and Quality of Gallons legally made in the Coun- 
try, is not very probable ; but to ſuppoſe that the Officers ſhould grant Perinits, 
and that the Commiſſioners of Exciſe ſhould receive, and Quarterly or Annually ac- 
count for the Equalizing Duty upon more Gallons than the Quantiticz for which 
they received Duties for Spirits made in Scotland, is beyond every Thing, and that 
for Years, —Was this a Matter that could eſcape the Commiſſioners and Auditors 
of Exciſe in examining the CommiToners Accounts, the Barons of Exchequer __ 
i | | their 
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| #their Omcers, before whom all theſe Accounts are paſſed and ſworn to, the Lor 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury and their Officers, or even the Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, where the groſs Produce of theſe Revenues are Annually pro- 
duced. (The preſumptive Duty of Spirits in Scotland amounted, prior to the iſt 
of November 1784, to 3 4. 9 d. and the equalizing Duty on Spirits, to 15.” 17 4. 
i. e. very little below the Third of the Scots Duties) Could any Perſon of the moſt 
ſhallow-Attention read the groſs Produce of Duties paid for Spirits diſtilled in Scot- 
land for any one Tear, if the Fact was as ſtated by the Engliſn Diſtillers, and com- 
e with the total Sum paid of equalizing Duties, without ſeeing a moſt groſs 
Fraud | 1 : OO | 


| F j $ K 1 1 T's 


« Thus, according to the Engliſh Diſtillers, the Duty paid at Diſtillation in Scotland 
between 5th July 1783 and gth July 1784, is, upon 1,141 Tons L. 48, 580. 05. 91d. 
and the equalizing Duties paid upon 1,548 Tons ſent to England within the fic 
Period is £. 21,53 5. 105. 24. which in place of One Third is nearer One Half of the 
whole Duties paid at the Diſtillation. | mee be nt Fes, 


cr In the Period between 5th July and iſt November 1784, a ſtill greater Diffe- 
rence ariſes; for it is alledged that out of 430 Tons or 108,360 Gallons of Spirits 
made in Scotland, for which a Duty of J. 20,6 5 5. 45. 24. was paid, no lefs than 
669 Tons or 175,644 Gallons were ſent to England with Permit, paying an equa- 
lizing Duty of J. 9,488 13s. 74. Such extraordinary and bare-faced Frauds, if 
true, could not poſſibly have eſcaped Detection; and there could have been no Dif- 
ficulty in immediately diſcovering the Exciſe Officers, who from a Stock of 108, 360 
Gallons could in the Four Months iſſue Permit ſor 175,644 Gallons. Ho far 
therefore the Engliſh Diſtillers have acted fairly to the Scotch Diſtillers, or properh 
to ſo: many reſpectable Perſons through whoſe Hands theſe Revenue Accounts have 
paſſed, is ſubmitted, without further Argument, to every unprejudiced Perſon, 


« As to the faneiful Calculations made by the Engliſh Diſtillers from the 


of Yeaſt and Malt imported into Scotland, they require no Anſwer ; both the 1 
cles were uſed for other Purpoſes than the Diſtillery; the Malt in the Breweries, and 
the Veaſt by the Brewers and Bakers, Grocers and ſmall Stills, as well as hy en- 
tered Diſtilſers. Much of the Yeaſt pretended to be imported was manufactured 
Stuff; a great deal of it ſpoiled in the Carriage; and by being = at Sea, it could 
not make the conjectural Quantity of Spirits, ſuppoſed in England when it was 
freſh. The wildeſt Schemers could not give way to ſuch imaginary Concluſions as 
thoſe made'out by the Engliſh Diſtillers. They all rehd to ſhew that the Englith 
Diſtillers have no ſolid Fact to aid their calumnious Allegations, or they would not 
give way tofuch imaginary t, ll rr pe i go 


. : N j 
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To the preceding Obſervations it is only further neceſſary for us to add, that 
there is an official Account of the Quantities of Britiſh Spirits actuall/ permitted 
from Scotland into England betwixt the 5th July 1776 and the 5th. January 17983 
by comparing which with the Engliſh Diſtiller's conjectural Account, a very con- 
| fiderable Difference in the Quantities ſtated by them will be found; and to ſubjoin 
an Extract of the Board's Report to the Treaſury of 5th. January 1788, which 
throws confiderable Light upon the Spirit Trade from Scotland to N and on 

_ © The Memorial of the Corn Diſtillers in London ſtates Two Facts, which are 
aſcribed to one general Cauſe. The Firſt Fact is, That the Diſtillery of Scotland 
has got Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, or Ls Market, which the Mcmorialiſts 
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term ©-their own Market.” The Second Fact is, that Corn Spirits from the 
Diſtilleries in Scotland are fold in London at ſuch a reduced Price as to be con- 
ſiderably below the prime Coſt of manufacturing the ſame Article in England, 
paying the Duties conformable to the Laws, which Reduction amounts in effect 
to a Prohibition of the Trade in England, and is highly prejudicial to the Re- 
venue of that Part of the united Kingdom. The Memorialiſts aſſign as a general 
Cauſe of theſe Facts, that there has been an erroneous Calculation with reſpect to 
the equalizing Duty payable on Spirits made in Scotland and ſent into England, as 
the ſame is fixed by the late Act of Parliament. „ EE. 


« As to the Firſt Fact, we beg Leave to inform your Lordſhips, that it is no 
new Matter, or what has happened only ſince the paſſing of that Act of Patlia- 
ment. Before the Firſt of November 1784, when a leſſer equalizing Duty, which 
was punctually levied in this Country before granting Permit, took place vpon Spirits 
ſent into England, very conſiderable Quantities were made for, and diſpoſed of in, the 
Engliſh Market; and this Trade was ſtill further extended between the iſt of No- 
vember 1784 and the 5th of July 1786, when the Duty was the ſame in both Coun- 
tries. From the 5th of July 1786 to the 5th of July 1787, we can give no official 
Account of the Quantity of raw Spirits ſent into England from the Corn Diſtilleries 
in Scotland, as our Officers do not now ſurvey, or keep Stack upon them, nor are 
Exciſe Permits required for their Removal. But we find, by an Account furniſhed 
to us by the Cuſtoms, that in that Period there were carried boaſtwiſe from Scotland 
to England 15,716 Gallons of Compounds, and 8 17, 8 124 of Britiſh Spirits, not 
Compounds, of which laſt 734, 606 Gallons went to the Port of London. In the 
ſubſequent Half Year, ending the 5th Inſtant (as far as the ſame can be made up) 
the Quantity ſent into England is Gallons of Compounds © 

aAallons not Compounds, of which | ' Gallons went to the 
Port of London. Theſe large Quantities are not eaſily reconcileable with a Decla- 
ration made in October laſt by the principal Scots Diſtillers in a Paper preſented to 
us, and ſince laid before your Lordſhips, in which they ſay, We find it impoſſible 
to ſend the Produce to England without hurting both ourſelves and the Diſtillers of 
that Cody: 4 i . Es „ 5 


« With reſpect to the Second Fact ſtated in the Memorial in queſtion, the re- 
duced Price at which Corn Spirits made in Scotland are ſold in London, we have 
no Acceſs to be informed with Certainty; but we agree with the Memorialiſts in their 
Concluſion, that if ſuch Spirits are ſold conſiderably below the prime Coſt of ma- 
nufacturing the ſame 6p in England, after Payment of the legal Duties, it muſt 
operate unfayourably upon the Trade and the Revenue of that Country, 


_-« Suppoſing the Facts then to be, that the Scots Corn Diſtillers are in Poſſeſſion of 
the London Market, and that they do ſell their Spirits at ſo very reduced Prices; the 
 Memoraaliſts conceive that the principal, if not the ſole Cauſe of the Decline of, and 
ERKuin to the Manufacture of Corn Spirits in England, is to be found in the Difference 
between the Duties actually paid upon the Spirits made in Scotland, and ſent for Sale 
to England under the preſent equalizing Duty, and the Duty actually paid upon the 
ſame Articles manufactured in England, which they ſtate to be after the Rate of 
25. 10d. per Gallon, while Scots Spirits pay of equalizing Duty 25. and 3os. per 
Gallon Annually upon the Still's Content, which at the Time of paſſing the Act was 


8 
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We bave not yet received this laſt Account from the Cuſtoms, and we do not chuſe to delay this 
Report longer by waiting for it; but it will be preſented-to the Houſe of Commons in obedience 
to their Order of the iyth Ultimo. | „5 = | 
N. B. The Accounts of Britiſh Spirits ſent from Scotland to England, from 5th July 1786 to 5th 
- January 1788, were preſented to the Houſe from the Commilſioners of Exciſe in England, on the 


_ 34ſt of January 1788. 
. underſtood 


* 
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7 n to be eued to Ten Pence per Gallon, although i it has been finoe found 
that 1 it does not in fact amount to Two Pence per Gallon. PLES 


% We apprehend that in this Statement of the Rate of Engliſh Dury; there 7D 
be ſome Miſtake or other, for upon conſulting the Law, we can diſcover no Data 
upon which it is to be taken at 25. 104. per Gallon; and we conceive that it amounts 
Preciſely to 25. 64. per Gallon, becauſe that Sum will be the Reſult of the Calcula- 
tion of 100 Gallons of Waſh at 6 d. per Gallon producing or ao Credit 
for Twenty Gallons of Spirits of the Strength of One to Ten over Proof. 


e In the ſame Manner, we apprehend that the Memoraliſts are not cone i in 
ſtating that after Payment of the equalizing Duty of 25. per Gallon, there is a Dif- 
ference betwixt the Engliſh and Scots Diſtiller of 10.5. per Gallon, and that the An- 
nual Licence Duty of 3os. per Gallon of the Stilt's Sees was hh anon to ad] 
Equivalent to that Difference, 


=: Judging of this Matter i 1s 1 only Way in which we can n properly ay: of i. 
to wit by comparing the Two Diſtillery Acts for England and for Scetland, we are of 
Opinion that when the Duty in England was fixed at 64. per Gallon of the Waſh, 
or 25, 6d. per Gallon of the Spirit, and the equalizing. Duty upon Spirits made in 
Scotland and ſent into England was fixed at 25. per Gallon, it muſt have been 
then underſtood, that the Licence Duty of 30s. was equivalent to the remaining 64. 
per Gallon; and that Diſtillers in Scotland paying that Rate of Licence Duty would 
in fact pay a Duty of 69. per Gallon on the Spirits they diſtilled, ſo that they. would 
be upon the ſame Footing, in Point of Duties upon the Spirits ſent to England, with 
the Engliſh Manufacturers. Indeed this is ſo declared in the 33d Sect. of the Act 
26th Geo. 3d. Cap. 64, which impoſes the equalizing Duty of 25. per Gallon, adding, 
e which Sum, together with the Duties by this Act directed to be paid in Scotland 

upon Licences, ſhall be held and deemed to be equivalent to the Duties payable in 
England upon e oe CROPS ber not 1 a 2 "= TEN to 
Ten over Proof.” 


We preſume —_ that *_ Engliſh Corn \ Diſtillers pay. «hd fl il legal 5 of 
25. 64 or each Gallon of Spirits diſtilled by them. It remains therefore to be en- 
quired, whether it now appears that the Scots L Diſtillers have in fact paid that Sum 
upon each Gallon of Spirits ſent by them into England. If they te not, that Cir- 
cumſtance will ſerve to account to the Extent of the Difference for their Being able 
to ſell at a lower Price than the Engliſh Manufacturer. But even upon the $1 


| ſition chat the Traders in both Countries have paid alike to Government upon | heir 


Spirits, it may deſerve Conſideration, whether there are not other Circumſtances in the 
Situation of the Scots Diſtillers (ariſing from Cheapneſs of Living, Labour, Fuel, and 
other Materials, from ſuperior Advantages by an extenſive Connection of Diſtillers 
with farming and feeding of Hogs and Cattle, and eſpecially from their being ſubject 

to a One Half leſſer Malt Duty than in England, although the far greater Part of 
the Barley uſed by the principal Scots Diſtillers is imported from England, Which 
mar enable them to under ſell the Engliſh Traders, who do not enjoy theſe Advan- 


in their own Market, as they term {ove wen taking 1 into r N OP 


Fraud or Evaſion of Duty. | 1 ee RIG Os ©, 


e Iti is nat our Province, nor are we competent to e Ander + anther 6 mto abs Diſcuſſo on 
of theſe Circumſtances. It is ſufficient that we have mentioned them; but we think 


it our Duty to ſubmit the following where as to the Anat of we Lacence 
Duty and the Payment of the equalizing Duty. Se 3 


| cc The Memorialiſis ſer forth, that the 5 Duty of 5 Ten Shines 
Þer x Gallen per 88 OE on the . of the Still in Scotland, being deemed 
| | | e 
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equivalent to Ten Pence per Gallon on the Spirits to be manufactured, was founded 
upon a Computation of a given Quantity of Spirits from a given Quantity of: Waſh, 
and upon the working of {ſuch Stills only Six or Seven Times in the Week on an 
Average; whereas it is found by Experience ſince the paſſing of the Act, that Stills 


= 


in Scatland. have been, and are actually worked off nearly to that Extent in Twenty- 


* 


four Hours, and that by the Method now in practice there, of working the ſame 


1 


Night and Day, and without any regard to the Sunday, the Manufacturers in Scot- 
Land have worked, and do work off. their Stills from Thirty-ſix to Forty Times and 
upwards in One Week, and that it muſt he evident, under ſuch Mode of working the 
Stills, that the Licence Entry, though calculated as equivalent to Ten Pence per 
Ns does not in fact amount to TO Pence per. Gallon on the Spirits made in 
r rr d ance) 


c We haye already taken Notice, that we conſidered the Annual Licence Duty of 
30g. per Gallon on the Stills to have been intended to lay 64. per Gallon on the 
Spirits diftilled. But we are ſorry to ſay, that by the Manner, in which we are well 
informed the great Diſtillers of this Country have carried on their Operations under 
the Licence Law, confirmed by the almoſt incredibly low Price at which they fell 
their Spirits in Scotland, the Memorialiſts have not exaggerated the Truth, when 
chey ſay they have not paid at the Rate of Two Pence per Gallon on the Spirits 
matle by them. We are doubtful Whether the One Half of that ſmall Sum per 
Gallon has been paid upon the Increaſe Quantity made during the Firſt Year ; and 
We have now no Heſitation to affirm, from the Obſervations made by our Officers 
as to the Quantities which may be produced from Stills of a given Size, and the 
Number of Times in which ſuch Stills may be worked off in the Courſe of a Week, 
Month, or Tear, that both muſt have been egregiouſly under rated in thoſe Calcu- 
lations, where it was ſuppoſed that a Licence Duty of 3os. a Year would amount to 
6d. per Gallon: on the Spirits diſtilled. It is true, that as the Scots Diſtillers now 
work upon Time, the more capital Manufacturers have made the beſt Uſe of it they 
Could, and not being reſtricted either as to Quantity of Malt or Spirits, like the 

Highland Diſtillers, or as to their Times and Mode of working, they have taken 

every Method in their Power of accelerating their Operations, ſo as to be able 
to work Night and Day (Sunday not excepted by ſome of them) while they have 
been equally ingeniouſiy cutting down their Stills, by having large Pipes or Horns 
of à new and peculiar Shape, by entering their largeſt Quantities only for a Part 
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...« Your Lordſhips having been pleaſed to deſire, that we would tranſmit as par- 
the Licence Duty commenced, we have the Honour ta ſend ſuch Accounts inclofed; 
taken from the Books of our Officers; and by it your Lordſhips will perceive, tllat 
as near to the gth July 1786 as the fame could be made up, there were only 2,295 
Gallons of Corn Spirits in the Poſſeſſion of the whole Diſtillers in the Lowlands of 
Scotland. This Quantity is a molt inconſiderable Stock; but we believe, that for 
ſome Time prior to the -5th July 1786, the Diſtillers either did not work much in 
expectation of the vaſt Reduction of Duty under the new Law, though many of 
them were very buly in preparing large Quantities of Waſh to be diſtilled as ſoon 
as it took place, or thoſe that did work immediately ſhipped off their whole Spirits 
for England as faſt as they were made, to avoid paying the equalizing Duty which 
r nh 
« With reſpe& to the equalizing Duty paid in England ſince the Commenee- 
ment of that Act, we beg leave to acquaint your Lordſhips, that by Information 
from the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in London, the. Total Amount thereof in tbe 
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Year ending th July 1787 was C. 720% . 46. Which, at 25, per Gallon, makes 
the. Quantity of Spirits ſent into England and charged therewith only 720,722 Gal- 
ons; whereas by the Return irom the Cuſtom Houſe it appears, that between the 


* - 4 
* 


It July 1786 and che 5th July 1787, there were 833,528 Gallons cleared out and 
| Thipped from Scotland tor England, making a Difference of 112,806 f Gallons oe 
wirt the TWO Accounts, and of equalizing Duty chargeable thereon (. 11,280 133. 
Whether” or not this deficient Quantity has been landed in England without Pay 
ment of any equalizing Duty, or whether, though cleared out and ſhipped in Scot- 
land before the 5th of July laſt, it may not have arrived and been charged in 
England till after that Date, conſequently is not included in the Exciſe Account, or 
whether more Spirits may not have been cleared out than were ſhipped and ſent off, 
and the Diſtillers. Certificates applied to cover 4 like Quantity made in England, we 
cannot take upon us to determine; but we judged it right, under this Head, to 
mention the Fact, and to add, that the Scots Diftilters have a great Temptation 
held out to evade Payment of ſome Part of the equalizing Duty upon what they 
ſend to England; and we are apt to believe, that ſome of them would not fcruple to 
| 55 ſo if they could, which may be a Reaſon why no leſs than 62,938 Gallons of Raw 
Spirits were ſent during the laſt Year from the Pott of Alloa to the Port of Briſtol, 
where James Croſs, now or late one of the Partners with James Stein, licenſed 
-Diftilfer in the Neighbourhood of Alloa, refid es. | 


4 


We have only One other Obſervation, with which we beg leave to detain your 
'Lordſhips, and thiat is, that although £.72,072. 45s. of equalizing Duty upon Spirits 
from Scotland has been added during tlie laſt Tear to the Engliſh Revenue, yet 
Government will be no gainer by that A&, if it has had the Effect to diminiſh the - - 
Amount of the Diſtillery Duties in England to the ſame or a greater Extent.” 


e The Memoraliſts conclude. y prapäng wm Lordſhips, e That 263 
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1 APPENDIX (0.19 


3 "AMOUNT OF SURVEY DUTY, p. 4% ʃ. __ 
Mr. Taylor, Diſtiller's Calculation, that in 1794, 5,406,000 Gallons of Spirits 
were made in the Lowlands, is merely * conjeQural; as is Dr. Jeffray's Compu- 
cation of the Quantity made in 17866 (When 88 f, 969 Gallons were ſent into Eng- 
Hand) and yet it is merely by Inference from, and Compariſon of the one conjectural 
Calculation with the other, that the Proof, that either Seventeen Eighteenths, or 
Eleven Twelfths, or Seven Eighth Parts of the whole Spirits made in that Year in 
the Lowlands muſt have been ſmuggled, is attempted, and that the Revenue loſt, 
| according to one Conjecture, upwards of Fe Hundred and Thirty Thouſand, ac- 
= cording to another Conjecture Three Hundred and Forty Thouſand, and according 


to a Third Conjecture Two Hundred and Thirty-nine Thouſand Pounds, 


Dr. Jeffray thinks there is Reaſon to believe that the Statement | given by | 7 5 
Board of Exciſe, that the Scotch Lowland Diſtillery Duty actually amounted in the 
P. 409. Tear 1786 to FL. 32, 000 is not accurate; for, fu - 5 


P. 410. Ht. He ſays that C. 20,000 of it was not got, and as it was not got, that it ſhould 
not have ſtood as a Part of the Lowland Survey Duty. The Board's Report ſtates 
explicitly, that * to the C. 101,546. 2s. 2d. of actual Produce of the Lowland Diſ- 

+ tillery muſt be added the Amount of Spirits made in Ferrintoſh under an Exemp- 

- FerrintoſiDiſ- tion which operated-during moſt of that Lear; and that calculating from the Pro- 
OY duce of former Years £. 20,000 is not too high a Sum to be ſtated as the Amount 

of Duty which ought to have thus ariſen had the Ferrintoſh Spirits been ſubject 

to the ſame Rate as others.“ This appears to us quite fair and reaſonable; for if 

| the Total Quantity of Spirits made in Ferrintoſh (no Matter where they were ſent 

P. 410-21. to or conſumed) had paid the ſame Duty with Spirits made in the other Parts of 


< 1 * nm 


» relle entirely on the Accuracy of a Letter from him to Mr. Walkinſhaw, Agent for the Diſ- 
tillers, in which he ſays, (p. 406.) “ in the Year 1794, this Work (i. e. the Diſtillery at Linton Bridge) 
. vas exactly a Forty- fifth Part of the hole Licence. The Quoantity licenſed, exceeded 9,0 
< :Gallons. The Spirits made here that Year. was 120, oo0 Gallons, which /ſ#ppoſer the Yearly 
% Quantity $5,400,000 Gallons,” It is certainly true, that One Hundred and Twenty Thouſand 
.Gallons muluplied by Foriy- five, gives Five Million Four Hundred Thouſand Gallons ; but where. 
is the Evidence, other than this Diſtiller's Aﬀertion in a private Letter to his Agent, that his Work 
was exactly a Forty-fifth Part of the whole Licence, or that the Spirits made there in that Year 
but whether he means ending at, or beginning from, the gth of July 1794, is not ſaid) were 120,000 
Gallons, or that the other Forty-four Parts worked in the ſame Manner, and at the ſame Rate with 
Mr. Taylor? Upon a little Examination, however, the Ground Work of Mr. Taylor*s Calculation, 
From the Proportion his Diſtillery bore to the whole Lowland Diſtillery cf Scotland, may be juſtly 
called in Quettion ; for it appears by the Book offcially returned to the Committee, 14th May 1798, 
that in the Year ending 5th July 1794, the Content of Mr. Taylor's (or rather George Rennie's) 
| licenſed Stills was 284 Gallons, which multiplied by 45 gives 12,780 Gallons, whereas. the Total 
Lowland Quantity licenſed was only 11,3864 Gallons, In the next Year ending th July 1795, 
the ſame Quantity of Stills Content was licenſed at Linton Bridge, and the Total Lowland Quantity | 
licenſed was 13,2544 Gallons. Taking the Matter in another View, we ſhall find that the Licence 
Duty, at Nize Pounds per Gallon of Still, paid by Meſſrs. Taylor and Rennie, ia eagh of theſe Years, 
on 284 Gallons, amounted o C. 2,5 56; and if 120,000 Gallons of Spirits were qſtilled, the Doty. 
on the Spirits was juſt Five Pence and Five Twelfths of a Farthing per Gallon; and Mr. Taylor 
knows beit whether that was the Rate of Doty he ben paid 


It is however, upon theſe inaccurate Statements and Calculations of Mr. Taylor, that Dr. Jeffray 
| - builds his Sappokrion of the Quantity of Spirits made in 1786, without any other Ground. whatever 
of Similaricy between the Year 1786 and the Year 1794. He ſays, The Queſtion is not who: 
« drinks Whiſkey, or who does not, but how many Gallons of Whiſkey are made?” But it is well 
known, that ſome Diſtillers with the ſame fized Utenfils have made Twice as much Spirits in one 
Ver as they did in another; and at is a noted Fact, that when the Scots Diſtillers obtained the In- 
dulgence of-working for a Month after the Prohibition had taken place in England in Joly 1995, 
they manufactured more Spirits in that Month (though an unfavourable Seaſon): than they bad edel 5 
before done in Three Months. Hence the Uncertainty of all Cilculations from the mere Make of 


Spir its. | 
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Scotland, that additional Sum would have been raiſed; for it is to be oblerved, that 


till the Exemption in favour of that Diſtrict was compleatly aboliſhed in March or 
April 1786, the Diſtillers there were under Survey, and a regular Account of their 


Waſh, Low Wines, and Spirits was kept by the Officers ; and by the Account of the | 


Amount thereof between 6th July 1762 and 5th July 1783 (which is to be found in 


the Appendix, Ne 1. p. 22, to the 2d Report of the Committee on Smuggling, iſt 


March 1784) it will be ſeen that the full legal Duties chargeable on the Quantity of 
Iow Wines and Spirits made there, extended in each of the Years 1780 and 1781 ts 
Nineteen Thouſand, and in the Year 1782 to upwards of Twenty Thouſand Pounds. 


This Quantity it is highly probable (but as there is no Account of it at preſent in our 


Poſſeſſion we cannot ſpeak more certainly) was very much increaſed during the Years 
1785-6, the laſt Years of the Privilege, when the Diſtillers, knowing it was ſoon 


to be at an end, worked as hard, and made as much Spirits as they poſſibly could. 


The legal Duty on each Gallon of Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, it is true, was 3s. 7 2d. Er 
at July 1782, but from thence to the iſt November 1784 it was 35. 95d. A and 


after that Date it was lowered to 2s. 1d. and at that Rate it is admitted if : 
only 100,000 Gallons had been diſtilled in 1786 as in 1783, the Amount would 
have been L. 10,416. 13s. 4d. but if double that Quantity was made, it exceeds the 


. 20,000. It is however remarked by the Doctor, that, © ſuppoſing there has been 


« no Miſtake in the Sum, and that as much Whiſkey was made as would, had it 

< paid Duty, have yielded a Revenue of C. 20,000, it cannot be reaſonably ſup poſed, 8 
cc that all that Duty would have been collected; at leaſt no ſuch compleat Coſlection 
.« was made during that Year in the Lowlands.” He concludes therefore with another 


Suppoſition, That Duty would not have been collected for more than One Tenth 
&« of the Spirits made in Ferrintoſh either, had it been under Survey; and fo this 


te reduces the Charge of . 20,000, which is ſuppoſed in the Statement would have 


LP, 40. 


ct been got, to . 2,000.” Here it unfortunately happens, that an important Fact 


has not been attended to, viz. that the Diſtilleries in Ferrintoſh were, till the End of 
the Exemption, or rather Compoſition with Government, compleatly under Survey, 
and that an actual Account was taken of the Quantity of Low Wines and of Spirits 


produced; therefore, when 100,000 Gallons of Spirits Yearly were mentioned by the 
Board in their Report, this was not a conjectural Quantity, but the actual Quantity 
taken Account of by the Officers of Exciſe, upon all which the legal Duty would 
have certainly attached, independently of other. Quantities that might have been 


Appr. Dift, 


Rep. 1793. 


Pa. 41 5. 


ſmuggled or paſſed without Account. The Caſe therefore of this narrow Diſtrict, 


containing a great many contiguous Diſtilleries, well watched by Officers, has no 
Sort of Reſemblance to that of the Lowlands under Survey, when it has been ſaid, 


but not proved, that the Duty was not collected or rather was not ae for n more * 


than One Tenth, or at lea CO TENN: Part of the Spirits en 


"a This Fr 20,000 is attempted to be il Wber reduced to 2 1,000, Fs: tub: : 


poſing that only One Half of the Ferrintoſh Spirits came into the Lowlands; but 


from what has been before eg i it 18 alen no e to the" Ou, where 


theſe Spirits were ſent or eee ret Ds ͤ 6 


385 Even this Jaſt L 1,000 is cut off in che End 1 of: ho ons . ut it is 
there concluded that no Part of the C. 20, 00 © can with any Propriety be allowed 


e to ftand in the Account of Lowland 3 Duty for the Year 1 15 my if! it nt 
00 geducded, the Account ſinks to 4. warne x 9:6 4. 1 | 


P. 411. 


4 


We agree a if £1 2,000 alle” was got, that Sum Wü | the Duty « on 1 115,200 


Gallons, at 25, 1d.; but we cannot poſſibly give our Aſſent, for the Reaſons before 


aſſigned, and without much better Data than have been ſhewn, in any Degree, to the 
comectural Calculations, in Three formidable Columns, of Millions of Gallons diſtil- . 
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Whole of the Board's Report on t 


Five Months. For a further | 
the Commiſſioners at Edinburgh have. been wrote to, and it is hoped. 1 85 * 


APPENDIX {O.r) 


The Doctor aleages 4 there is another Item imthe Account, Which he does not 
10 « underſtand,” viz. That £. 7,869 are deducted from the groſs Amount of Dif- 


cer tillery Duty in the Year ending 5th July 1786, being the "Amount of Highland 


Licence Duty during Seven Months from 5th December 1785; but no Deduc- 
tion is made for the N Five Months Highland Survey Duty.” If the 

IS Subject i is taken together, we apprehend that it 
will be found conſiſtent and intelligible. © Their Object was to ſhew-that the Dil- 


tillery Duties in Scotland ( generally, and including both Highlands and Lowlands) 


during the Ten Tears immediately preceding the "Commencement of the Licence 


Act, had riſen to a great and unexpected Height; for that the Annual Produce of the 
_ -whele Scots Diſtillery for the Firſt Three of theſe Years was little more than {. 10,000; 
in the Second Three Fears it roſe to upwards of . 35, 00; for the Third Three 


Vears it was above L£.:57,000; and in the laſt Year, it was, taking into Account Ar- 
rears afterwards paid, no leſs than C. 109,415. 25. 24d. Now this was the Diſtillery 
Amount over a Scotland; but when the Commiſſioners come to ſpeak of :hz Loto- 

lands aluue, they very properly deduct J. 7,869, ariſing from the Highlands; which 
Las they ſtate) leaves the actual Produce of the Lowland Diſtillery at . 101,546, 25, 24. 
to vhich they indeed add C. 20,000 for Ferrintoſh, and deduct F. 91,871. 75; 14. 
of Duty on Spirits ſent to England; from which they conclude that the Scots Lows 
land Diſtillery-Duty may for 1786, under the Mode of Survey, and for Spicits made 
for the Scots Market only, be juſtly taken at above . 32, ooo, while under the Li- 

Wee Syſtem for the Firſt Two Tears! it N only Le 25,000. » : Re B'S: 


But, N ihe-D Bee in this "SEN of 2. 32,000 of Lowland Pie « No 
+, Peæduction is made for the Five Months Highland Survey Duty.” In an Account 
In our Poſſeſſion, preſented. to the Honourable Houſe. of ro Paget purſuant to their 
Order of+gth June 1797, in which this J. 7,869 is ſtated as the Produce” of the 
 Hightiod Diſtillery in rhe Year ending 5th July 1786, we find this Note, “ The 
*-Diſtin&on berwixr Lowland and Highland: Diſtillery took place only at 5th. 
45 December 1785 and in the correſponding; Column, for the Rate of Duty in 
that Tear in the Lowlands and Highlands, we find it ſtated to be © Waſh at Five 
Pence per Gallon; and Highland Stills at J. 1. per Gallon.“ It would thence 
* pppear- that the C. 7,869, was the Produce of Highland Lienert Duty from fh 
[Nate 1785 105th July 1786, and that the Produce of the Highland Waſh or 
Survey Duty between 5th. July: and zth December 1785 (which it is believed was 
very inconſiderable, and nothing like J. 5,6 20) had not been kept ſeparate and 
diſtinct, which is probably the Reaſon why the Board did not, and perhaps could 
not, make any ſpecific Deduction on aceount of the Highland Survey Duty for theſe 

cplanation, however, of this Point, if it ean be given, 


will be ee $a come in TINS to ws Aa Naa my n 75 = 
1 

2 8 the: VR Stn Siren, ve cannot t chereſbre concur with the” Door i in i His 
figurative Statement, That the Amount of Lowland Survey Duty got during 
its laſt and oft productive Year, inſtead of £.32,000, was no more than 
6: F. 5053 169. 554. of which very little, after paying the Expences of Collettion, 
4 &c. would come into the Exchequer,” Far leſs. can we agree with him in the 
Obſervation, that It makes very little Difference whether the Lowland Survey 8 
Duty was L. 4, 53. 155. 57d. or C. 1 20, or C. 323060; ſince even at C. 32,000 
e Duty was paid for no more than 249,250 Gallons; a Quantity, (He adds) 
-« ſcarcely equal td the Conſumption of Edinburgh for Nine Months: 5 Upon this 
Calculation we have to remark, iſt. That the E Duty of 26. 1. per Gallon on 


2249250 Gallons amounts only 10 C. 25,96. 105. 10. (and not to Z. 32,000) 


ſo that here is fray moe (we do not *= intentional) Miſtake” in under- rating the 
Quantity. But N ſuppoling it to be as Rated, h TBS, and d if INE 


SAT | 1 8 Vie Appendix Page mY | 
„ Quantity 


9 0 


& Diſtiller will catch the Moment when he ſees it to be his Intereſt to work faſt; and 


Buſineſs in the Diſtillery Branch of it, we apprehend he would not have ſtarted fo 


APPENDIX (OW) ey 


Qufftity Was conſumed i in the Ten Pariſhes of Edinburgh in Nine Months, then it 
follows, that as there are not juſt 32,000 Inhabitants, every Man, Woman, and Child 
muſt have drunk near Eight Gallons of Spirits within that Time: And if the real 
Quantity made, to produce . 32,000, at 25. 1d. per Gallon be, as it ought to 
Have been, put down at 307,200 Gallons, ar even that. ts immoderate, wo a 
| rg ons will be Yor conſiderably increaſed. 1 _ ; mM 


* Te nay be 1285 Id 1 know will be aid, thi he Diſtillery Buſineſs was not r fo Page 412. ; þ 
* well underſtood by the Exciſe, during the Time of Survey, as it is now.“ But - 
the Doctor thinks that ſuch Knowledge can be of no Uſe to the Revenue; for the — 


3 


« can now do more Miſchief to the Revenue in an Hour than he could do formerly 
« ina Day.” Here the Doctor is very willing to allow the Diſtiller the full Ad- 
vantage of his newly acquired Knowledge ; but he will not admit that the Reve- 
nue can be better ſecured by the increaſed Intelligence of its Officers, or that the 
Information they have given, and do give to the Legiſlature, may not induce Go- 
vernment to enact ſuch Laws and Regulations as will moſt effectually put it out of 
the Power of the Diſtiller to commit any ſuch Fraud as is above ſtared. No Im- 
provement of the Survey Syſtem is ever propoſed by the Doctor, nor will he admit 
its Improvement by any other Perſon, having declared it © bad in its Principle, and 
ec its inherent Defects irremediable.” But it is hoped that the Committee will ere 
this Time have ſeen, that Improvement in the Survey Syſtem is not only poſſible, but 
obvious and practicable, and therefore deſerving more of their Conſideration than 
either the Doctor or the Diſtillers ſeem willing to allow. Farther to throw Odium 
on Survey and Exciſe Officers, he ingenioufly, but very erroneouſly ſtates (page 412.) 
that under Survey it would require Ten Officers and Two Superviſors, at an Ex- 

« pence of {£.600 per Annum, to ſecure the Duties upon the Work of a 50 Gallon 
Still *.” Had the Doctor been better acquainted with the Exciſe Syſtem, or the 
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vague. an Idea; and it is to be noticed, that when treating of the Licence Syſtem 1 
(pages 414 to 424.) he propoſes 2 nominal Check Survey, and points out Three Sta. 1 
tions ſimilar to thoſe here mentioned; but he does not ſay that it would need Three | 
Officers by Day, and Three by Night, or what Number of Superviſors, or at what | 
Ex nce this Duty would be done. The Reaſon of this Omiſſion is obvious. The 

Fat however is, that by the Mode of Survey we 55 afterwards propoſed, Two 
Bees would be perfectly ſufficient for a Work of 5,000 Gallons of Stills; and 
under the Doctor's Pan of a Licence Syſtem chere muſt at leaſt be One Officer for 
a 40 Gallon Still, and he would only EO the nominal Duty on the Still; while 
the T wo Officers by Survey would Os at e leſs N a fair and . * 
equal Duty on the Manufacture. 
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The Doctor has , propheſied (pages 413 and 414. 25 many Bias 1 hal will "EA 
to the Revenue, to' the Diſtillers, to the Farmers, to the landed Intereſt, and ine . 
Country at large, ſhould the Syſtem of Survey be again eſtabliſhed ; from all which 
Events, he concludes, not in a doubtful, but in a pretty poſitive Manner, & that the | 
e Conſequence will be an Abolition of the Syſtem of Survey.” Time and Expe- 
rience only. can diſcover whether theſe Predictions were well founded or andren F 
but did we conſider ourfelves at Liberty to hazard Conjectures as to what may 
bably h BT, the TY e has been d agg. matured, we ſhould 
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* Quere. If Ten Officers and Two Superviſors are found neceſſary, or 3 to 3 80 5 Diſt. 
largeſt Diſtillery in London, where the od Commiſſioners ſay ** the Duty 1 7 be effec- Rep. 1798. 
IF ſecured wy the Waſh?” | Pa. 345+ 


ep be 


* 
- — tre — a A — ed ——— a 2 7 3 . 
Sy = * 7 C24 Pp. * 
| . < 22 n Q IDA W 
>. * . - * Y a 4 N 
F 8 7 2 1 4 440 2 "+ 
” * .» 4 ' 
or Sf \ k a 2 F - RAS — —2 "> 


—— 4400 » — — * . * 


/ // (0:1. 


be very much diſpoſed to draw from thence Conſequences, and to predict Events 
vy the Reverſe of thoſe that have here been fo 25 8 88 l | = 


IN From the Memoiial of the 8 of Exciſe, now before the Commits 
tee, I ſee it is to be faid,.that the Syſtem of Survey has been eſtabliſned in England 
e for many Years, and no Complaints are heard againſt i it; therefore there can be 
© no good Reaſon why it ſhould not be eſtabliſhed in Scotland alſo. Were the 
Subject. before the Committee, this Argument“ (ſays he) ſhould receive a direct, 
s and perhaps an unexpected Anſwer.” On this ambiguous Language, we conceive 
it only neceſſary to remark, that had he choſe to give the Anſwer; ( which he declined 
to do as imprudent, though delired from the. N it ſhould as received a ag 
and 1 an eee Reply. 


- Dr. Jeffray concludes this Branch of the Subject, by admitting ee that if all 
* Diſtillers were honeſt, and all Officers were qualified for their Office, attentive 
and incorruptible, the Revenue would get all the. Duty it ought to receive; but as 
-« all. Diſtillers and. all Exciſe Officers never have been, and never will be honeſt, 
es the Revenue never has, nor never will get by this Syſtem its due.“ It would cer- 
tainly indicate. a total Want of Experience in the Knowledge of human. Nature, not 
to accede to the Truth of this Obſervation in a certain Degree; but while it is made 
applicable by the Doctor to the Diſtillery Survey Syſtem only, we cannot, from any 
Thing that has yet appeared to us, be induced to allow abſolute Purity to all Perſons 
concerned in the Licence Syſtem; and we apprehend that the ſame general Mode of 
reaſoning, from the Character and ; Diſpoſition of Traders and Officers, againſt the 
Survey of Diſtilleries, would as juſtly apply to that of Breweries, Glaſs Houſes, or any 
A ane ol the Exciſe. N charged and. collected by that Mode. 5 5 


. .OF LICENCE, p. . 


Appz: Dift, Abe Canmlltiogers of Exciſe: have ſtated, cc That the Annual Average Produce 
OY 3 < of the Lowland. Diſtillery Licences for their Two firſt Years, i. e. from 5th Joly 
OT ce 1786 was . 25,000, and for the Five ſubſequent Years was about L. 28, ooo.“ 

Dr. 1 thinks theſe Sums too low, and endeavours to ſhew (page 416) that the 
Amount of Licence. Duty for theſe Two firſt Years ought to have been L. 49,960. 

177. 1014 making a Difference betwixt the TWO Accounts of F. 24,960. 17 5. 

10:4. which he ſays. he. has no Doubt can be feconeiled. We ſhall endeayour to 

3 ſo, by ſtating 1ſt. what was the. actual Produce of that Branch of Revenue; and 

Adly, wherein we apprehend the. Doctors Caleulations are wrong: 7 1 


itt. The Board ſay, that © For near Two Years after the Licence AR took Eckel . 
r ſome of the principal: Diſtillers wrought almoſt entirely for the Engliſh. Market, 
1 that by a. für Calculation there is Reaſon to think, that the Amount of-Licence 

Duty on the Stills ſa employed fell little ſhort of Z. 20,000 for each Year; and that 
1 afrer this Sum is deducted from the groſs Amount of Duty, the Remainder will be 
Ai the true Amount of the Diſtillery Licences for the Scots Mar tei in theſe Two Years, 
% With chat Deduction, and C. 10, 624. 125. 24 of Arreats of Duties, incurred in 
% the Year ending gth July 1786, and paid up in the Courſe of the Year ending 
-« 5th July 1787, the 3 Annual Produce of the Lowland Diſtillery Licences 
'« for theſe Two firſt Years amounts only to about J. 25,000,” tug... Jos it 


2 he was that the 8 collecded in the Lowland Diſtrict vas, 
. 
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Was actually —- V 85 85,7 — 11 7 
| In the Year 15 5th July 1765 N ap 3» git _ 43148. 6 10 
| 5 2 157,319 EY 9. 
Deduct Arrears | „ OY ro ge OY 
Licence Duty on Stills employed . „„ 5 9 


ee Market . 20,000 each Year . . 49,900, - — — 5 ee 
mmm Sorbas 12 25 5 


„5% 


= „% (et 1 | | Was FLY 65 | 
8 One Half, e ä 4. 25,447" ba 9: | 


"Dit Dr. Teffray objects iſt. to the 1 of theſe TR FI the Giok 
Amount of the Year ending 5th July 1787. Now it ſeems to us quite clear, that 
as this Sum of £. 10,624. 125. 24 d. which was the Amount of Duties charged by 
Survey, but not paid, in che Courſe of the preceding Vear ending 5th July 1786, was 
net added to the C. 98,790. 96. 114 d. of Amount of that Year (which perhaps it 

ought to have been, and ſo would have increaſed the Amount of Diſtillery Duties in 
the laſt Year of Survey) it was fair to bring it to Account, and include it in the Sum 
of C. 53,371. —. 11 d. actually received in the Year ending 5th July 1787, when theſe 
Arrears were paid up; and that it was equally correct when the Commiſſioners were 
giving the Produce of the Duties levied, under Licence, in the Vear ending 5th July 
1787 not to include in that Amount a Sum of Duty which, though paid i in that 
Year, was really charged and incurred in the e Vas when the eee 8 | 
not levied by Licence, but under Survey. 1 


— 


ä 2dly. The Doctor objects to the Deduction of 7d 29,000 Annually on Account of the P. 416, 
ſuppoſed Licence Duty on the Stills employed for the Engliſh Market, and he allows a 
Deduction of C. 12,324. 35 44. only for both Years, as the Duty of 25. 19. per. Gallon 
on 16,312 Gallons of Spirits ſent. to England during that Period. Now it appears 
to us, that when the Board ſpoke of the Amount of Lowland Licence. Duty, 

produced from Stills working for the Scots , Market, they were right in putting 
out of the Account what aroſe from Stills uſed for the Engliſh Market. Whe- 
ther the. Calculation which they ſay is fair, was under-rated or over-rated at 
. 20,000 per Annum, we have no certain Means of knowing; and indeed the Com- 
miſſioners do not poſitively aver that it was exact, for they only ſay; © there is Reaſon 
to think that ſuch Amount fell little ſhort of C. 20,000 for each Tear.“ Dr. Jeffray, ; 
however, calculates in-a different Way, and he argues, that, © as in the Years end- 
* ing 5th July 1787 and 1788, only 116,312 Gallons of Britiſh-made Spirits were 
Le permitted from Scotland into England, the Deduction ſhould be made at the then 
e Scotch Survey Puty of 25. 1d. per Gallon, which reduces it to J. 12,324. 36. 4d. 
Here there is a Miſtake in the total Quantity; for rightly ſummed, it ſhould have 
been 118,312 Gallons, which at 26. 14. does indeed give the C. 12, 324. 35. 4d. 
(whereas 116,312 Gallons. gives only £. 12, 115. 164. 8d.) but why, in place of 
calculating by the Extent of Licence Duty on the Stills, which then exiſted, he has 
Recourſe to the old Survey Duty of 25. 4. per.Gallon, which did not exiſt, has not 
been explained. Theſe Spirits, on their Arrival in England, were charged with a Duty 
of 25. prior to 1ſt February 1788, and of 25. 6d. per Gallon after that Date, © which 
Sum, together with the Duties. directed to be paid in Scotland upon Licences,” 
the Law declared ſhould “ be held and deemed to be equivalent to che Duties Pay- 
4 able in England upon Spirits of Engliſh Manufacture. 
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3d. The Doctor Rates the groſs Amount of 1iate Duty ſor the Year ending wh 
July 1787, to be L. 58,473; | © place of £. 47,746. 35. 83d. the Amount officially 

ſtated. Fhis Calculation proceeds upon the Suppaſition, that as 38,982 Gallons of 
Stills Content were licenſed in the Lowlands in that Year, the Duty thereon at 
L 1. TOs, ſhould have amounted to the Sum of J. 58,473. This is right, had the 
Whole of theſe 38,982 Gallons licenſed been worked, and paid the full Duty of 30s. 
per Gallon for the whole Year, for which the Ligences. were granted. But that 
L, 47,746. $5. 84d. only was. the actual Receipt 1 is certain, and the Reaſon of the 


Deficiency can be moſt ſatisfactorily explained by the Two following Circumſtances. 


| ft, That although 38,982 Gallons was the greateſt Number entered and licenſed 
| within that Year, ſome Piſtiners gave up altogether in the Courſe of it, having be- 
come Bankrupts, or ſtopped working by a Transfer of the Property of their Stills; 
Aer of them decreaſed the Size of their Stills, and thereby diminiſhed the Quan- 
tity of Gallons firſt entered and paid Duty for by them. But a ſecond and different 
Cauſe of this Deficiency, is detailed at large in the following Extract of a Report made 
8 the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's "Treaſury, by 
e Scots Exciſe Board, on the 26th of 2 1 2768, and well merits IE e 


| Attention. of the Committee. 5 


ee In the Year preceding the 36 July 18 n PCW ee and uſed! in ths | 


Diſtillery of Scotland Waſh and Low Wine Stills to the Extent of 82,583 Gallons, and 
:the groſs Produce of that Branch of the Revenue in that Year was £.103,043. 1 58. $4. 
excſuſive of | . 7,869 from the Highland Diſtillery.” Had the fame Number of 
Gallons of Stills Content been entered and uſed in the-ſubſequent Year, the Licence 


Duty at 3os. per Gallon per Annum, would have amounted to . . ros. 


But we are under the Neceſſity of ſtating the Truth to your Lordſhips, by inform- 
Ing that 38,982 Gallons of Stills Content was the greateſt Number licenſed at any 
one Period in that Fear, and that the groſs Receipt of Licence Duty was only 
I. 473746. $5. 81d. This Sum, your Lordſlüps, is leſs by C. 76, 128. 15. 31d. than 
che full Annual Duty of 30s. per Gallon on the 38,982 Gallons licenſed; and in 


tte next Half Year ending the 5th Inſtant. as far as the ſame can be lie up, the 


F Number of Gallons licenſed was 37,983 Gallons, the groſs Receipt of 
Duty C. 23,624. 15. 94d. which is leſs by . 4,863. 35.244. than the One Half of 


the Annual Duty, than 30g. per Gallon on thefe 37,983 Gallons heenſed, Theſe 


Deficieneies in the Amount of Revenue, which was intended to be raiſed, and might 
naturally have been expected, under the very fayourable Scots Diſtillery AR, have 
been occafioned principally, if not altogether, by the Conduct of James Stein, and 
Three or Four other Diſtillers related to or connected with him; who, we found, were 
_ no ſooner: in Poſſeſſion of a Law and of a Licence Duty of their own making, than 


they took every Method in their Power to avoid Jy obyious Leak and effcntial | 
| | Proviſions in he following Inflance. e 


Dos f 


e Immediately- -upon lin Dose eee he 1 r of Difilers 11 80 Seot- 


* entered fairly, and took out Licences, and paid Duty from the 5th July 1786, | 


for nearly the largeſt Number of Gallons of Salle Content they either had uſed in 
the Courſe of the preceding Year, or intended to uſe at any Time in the Courſe of 


the eurrent Year. This we conſidered as agreeable to the Spirit and the Letter of 


the AR of Parliament, which clearly impoſed an Annual Duty on each Still that 
was licenſed, and gave no Latitude to Traders to delay entering their largeſt Quan- 

tities till a great Part of the Tear was clapfed, fo as to pay Duty for that broken 
Period only, or to give up whenever they 3 before the Tear was ended. The 
former was . exprefsly guarded againſt by the 7th Sect. which provided, * That 


Licences might be taken out at any Time during the Firſt Year of the Act, 


e which was to be current to the 5th July 1787; but the Licence Duty was to be 


ec «paid down at the Time, as if ſueh Herne bag been e out at che Expira- 


tion 
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« tion of the firſt Six Weeks after the Commencement of the Act, with a rateable 
te proportion to be paid per advance for the Time that ſhould remain of the faid 
« Licences being in Force.” And the latter Was allowed by the 17th and 18th 
Sections, in one Event only, to wit, when the Property and Poſſeſſion of any licenſed 
Still was changed. 1 25 ))) Ore POP I TLDS 1: 
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« Very different, however, from the Conduct of the Generality of the Diſtillers was 
the Mode purſued by Meſſrs. Steins and Haigs. Beſides having prepared, prior to 
the 5th July 1786, a large Stock of Waſh fo as to be ready to begin to diſtil off im- 
mediately on taking out their Licences, and having cut down ſeveral of their Stills 
they formerly uſed, with a View to pay leſs Duty by diminiſhing their Contents, while 
by retaining the ſame Breadth of Surface, with much leſs Depth, they could be 
wrought off infiaitely more quickly, theſe Diſtillers thought proper to enter at 
firſt, and take out Licences for Four or Five Stills each, not containing above One 
Fourth Part of what they had formerly occupied, and as will immediately appear not 
equal to a Half of what they really intended to uſe during the after Part of that Tear 
under the Licence. It is unneceſſary to enter into Particulars ; but ſuffice it to ſay | 
in general, that this Plan was adopted by James and John Stein, and James and 
John Haig, who conſider themſelves as the moſt capital Diſtillers in Scotland. Their 
Entries and Licences for the firſt Four or Five Months of the Act were for inconſi- 
derable Quantities ; but about the Month of December, when the more favoured Sea- 
ſon for diſtilling ſet in, they increaſed the Quantity of their Stills Three and Four 
fold, by pretending that then their former ſmall Stills had given Way and become 
unfit for Uſe, and by fetting up others many Times larger in their room, for which 
laſt they inſiſted to pay Licence Duty upon the increaſed Quantity only from the 
Time of beginning to uſe theſe larger Stills. Upon the firſt Inſtances of this Na- 
ture occurring, we thought that the Caſe of a Diſtiller's obtaining a Licence, and pay- 
ing Duty in the Courſe of the Year for a Second Still of a much larger Size than 
the Firſt one entered, unleſs ſuch Firſt Still had been, 2 anavaidable Accident deſtroped 
or rendered unfit for Service, (which are the Words of the 15th Se.) was contrary 
to the Spirit of the Scots Diſtillery Act, and would have the Effect of defeating the 
fair Annual Payment evidently intended by Law, and thereby injuring the Revenue, 
as well as of introducing an Inequality of Trade among the Diſtillers themſelves. 
For theſe Reaſons, upon the Report of the Officer appointed by your Lordſhips to 
grant and regiſter the Licences, we judged it proper, and conſidered ourſelves au- 
thorized, to require that the Owner ſhould make Proof by Oath, that his former Still 
had fuffered no intentional Violence or Damage, but that it had become uſeleſs by 
una voidable Accident; and that before any Certificate was granted by our Superviſors 
or Officers, that a licenſed Still had been deftroyed or become unfit for Uſe, they 
ſhould ſatisfy themſelves, 1ſt. That ſuch Affidavit, as to the Accident, had been made - 
and 2dly. That ſuch firſt Still was abſolutely incapable of being repaired and again 
uſed. General Orders were given accordingly for theſe Purpoſes, and they were 
complied with on the Part of ſeveral Diſtillers whoſe Stills had really become unfit 
for Uſe by unavoidable Accident, and who applied to have others of a little larger 
Size erected in their room. This, however, was not the Intention of the Four above 
mentioned Diſtillers, whoſe ſmall Stills, we were informed, had either received no 
ſuch Damage as to render them unfit for Uſe, or had been rendered fo intentionally, 
that they might have a Pretext for ſetting up and working in the Winter Months 
many Times larger ones in their place. They united in refuſing to make the Oath 
as to the unavoidable Accident, in conſequence of which our Officers could give them 
no Certificate of the Gauge, ſo as to obtain new Licences for theſe larger Stills; bur 
notwithſtanding thereof, theſe ' Diſtillers began and continued to work them for a 
_ conſiderable Time without any Licences at all, having firſt tendered Payment of 
Duty to the Collector, which was alſo obliged to be refuſed, as our ſeveral Orders 
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In the mean while, one of the other Diſtillers, who had acted in a different Man- 
ner, conceiving himſelf to be greatly injured by the Conduct of theſe Four Diſtillers, 
was determined to have Redreſs or Revenge. He accordingly (as we afterwards: 
underſtood) gave a general Information to your Lordſhips, without ſtaring the par- 
ticular Circumſtances of the Caſe of Meſſrs. Steins and Higgs, that there were ſeveral 
unlicenſed Stills uſed in Scotland; which produced a Letter to us from Mr. Roſe of 
the 10th of February laſt, and anſwered on the. x th of that Month, apprehending it 
to relate entirely to thoſe indigent and inconſiderable private Diſtillers diſperſed. 
ne f the Country, whom it has not been found poſſible to ſuppreſs entirely, 
thou 

Diſtiller, appeared openly, and, while the Matter was in Dependence before the 
King's Counſel, he required our Officers to make Seizure- of Meſſrs. Steins and 
Haigs whole Works as forfeited, under the Penalties of Diſmiſſal, Incapacity, &c. 
provided againſt them by the 28th Sect. of the Scots Diſtillery Act, in caſe of their 
not execuring ſuch Information within Twenty-four Hours. Theſe Diſtillers now 
took the Alarm, and having, with their Counſel and Agents, attended the Lord Ad- 
yocate and Mr. Solicitor General, on Conſultation of this Caſe, the Matter was ſettled 
or the preſent by the following Agreements being entered into on their Part, viz, 
e That James Stein, John Stein, James Haig, and John Haig, ſhall make Affidavit 
cc reſpectively, that the Stills formerly licenſed to them, and ſince taken down, were, 
te by unayoidable Accident, deſtroyed and rendered unfit for uſe, upon which, and 


Payment of additional Licence Duty, according to the increaſed Quantity of the 


« Stills ſet in their place from the Day on which they were begua to be uſed, 
Licences for ſuch new Stills ſhall be granted to them. But if they cannot, or do 
cc not, make ſuch Affidavit of the unavoidable Accident, they are then to pay not only 
« additional Licence Duty, according to the increaſed Quantity of Stills ſer up in 
e place of the former ones taken down, from the Day on which theſe firft men- 


<< tioned were begun to be uſed, but alſo ſeverally to pay or give ſufficient Security, 
© by Bond, to the Crown, for paying, if they ſhall be found liable for the ſame by the 


© Opinion of the King's Council, the Licence Duty for the Whole of theſe larger 


« Stills for a Year, from the th July 1786 (or from the End of the firſt Six Weeks 


« after that Date) as for new erected Stills; upon Compliance with which, Licences 
* to be granted them. In either Caſe, whether ſuch Affidavit be made, or is not 
te made, theſe Four Diſtillers were alſo to give ſufficient Security, by Bond, to the 

« to pay Licence Duty to the 5th of July 1787, for the greateſt Number of 
& Gallons of Stills Content that ſhall now (or within Six Weeks hence) be licenſed 


te tathem reſpectively ; and alſo to enter and to pay Licence Duty to the ſame Ex- 


. tent, at leaſt for the whole Year from and after tbe 5th July 1787; and James 
* Stein ſhall further find Security not to uſe the large Copper or Boiler in any Way 
* whatcyer, until he has obtained a Licence and paid Duty: for the ſame. as a Still. 21ſt 


In conſequence of this Adjuſtment, no Seizur2 was, made, but Licences were 


granted to the Four. named Diſtillers for tkeſe Stills, on their entering into Bonds to 
lows, to wit, © That they ſhould, make Affidavit, that their former ſmaller Stills were, 
by unavoidable Accident, deſtroyed and rendered unfit for Uſe, at or before the 
& Time when. the ſame. were taken down, and pay additional Licence Duty according 
« to the increaſed Quantity of the Stills ſet up in the place of the former ones, fron 
« the, Day og which the ſame were begun to be uſed ; or, in the Event of their not 


„ hgh, ee dere Ducy br all the Stills of a larger Size than 
- < thoſe formerly licenſed. or erected; and alſo, for any other Stills of a larger Size: 


« July. 1787, for the w ole Year, from the 5th, of July 2286, or the End of the firſt 


« Six Weeks after that Date, as for new erected Stills, in the Exent of their being 


4 found liable to pay the ſaid Licence Duty for ſuch Stills, and for ſuch Period, by the 


their Number is greatly reduced. Soon afterwards, however, John Aitchiſon, | 


e Crown, which they, did in the penal Sum of C.. S, oO. each; conditioned: as fol- 


vs in place of others then working or to be worked before the. 5th: 


8 
© 
* 
2 
. 
185 
Fe 
5 
6. 


65 


APP E N x (0. 10 os. Fit 


Opinion of the Lord Advocate, and Solicitor General, and Dean of Faculty; and 
« alſo to pay Licence Duty to the 5th July 1787, for the greateſt Number of Gallons 
of Stills Content that then were, or within Six Weeks hence ſhould be licenſed to 
or uſed by them; and alſo to enter and pay Licence Duty to the Tame Extent, at 

« leaſt for the whole Year from and after the 5th July 178) e 


The Bonds in queſtion were entered into on the 6th and 14th March 1787 
and at that Time the Meſſrs. Steins and Haigs well knew that gertain Regulations, 


of which they complained, with reſpect to Permits, Rectifiers, and Dealers, had been 


long before in Exiſtence, and in conſtant and general Execution. Theſe Regulations 
were, therefore, moſt aſſuredly not adopted with the View of fruſtrating their Hopes 


or interrupting their Trade, but they had been previouſly made under the Authority 
and agreeably to the Spirit of the Exciſe Laws, as we humbly conceive, and for the 


ſole Purpoſe gf ſecuring the Revenue and preventing of Fraud; 


By their Bonds to the Crown, as formerly ſtated, theſe Diſtillers voluntarily agreed 
to enter and pay Licence Duty during the Whole of the current Year, ending che g th 
of July next, for the greateſt Number of Gallons of Stills they had at any Tune uſed 


during the preceding Year ; but notwithſtanding thereof we were ſurprized to find, 


that at the 5th of November laſt, James andJohn Stein, and John Haig, had each of 
them withdrawn their Entries of, atid ſtopt paying Duty for the following Quantities 
of the Stills licenſed to them for the Year, from the 5th of July laſt ; vis. 


| James Stein, 5 Stills, containing 4,771 Gallons out of 9,478 Gallons. 
John Stein, 4 Stills, containing 2,359 Gallons out of 6,085 Gallons. 


lons. Flicenſed to 


„ : 


James Haig gave Notice, that he was, at the 5th November laft, to withdraw his 


Entry for 164 Gallons out of 3,808 Gallons formerly licenſed ro him; but we flad 
he has not done ſo; on the contrary, he made an Increaſe, on the iſt of Detember, 


| 260 Gallons. Thoſe Traders who have thus made, now attempt to apologize for, 


this very confiderable Reduction, by faying, it has been occaſioned by our refufin 


them Permits, and not allowing them Warehouſes in the Manner they wanted; which 
e to affirm, was underftood would be done at the Time theſe 
Bonds were executed; but your Lordſhips will pleaſe to be informed, that the very 


they have the Confidence to a 


Reverſe is the Truth; for the Bonds were executed on the 6th and 14th March, aftet 
we had rejected their Firſt Petition for Permits and Warehouſes of the 16th January, 
and their Second of the 21ft of Februaty latte. 


We apprefiended that this Reduction of theſe Diſtillers Works, has been obca- 
Koned by the immenfe' Quantity of Spirits made by them e the Firft Year of 
ſe 


the late Act, and the great Stock they have ſtill on Hand; 4 Conſequence which we 


early foreſaw would happen from the Diſtillers working by Licence and upon Time; 
and the Fact has been confirmed, not only by the Conduct of thefe Diſtillers, but alſo 
by ſeveral others who were licenſed for laſt Year, and made very large Quantities 
of Spirits in the Courſe of it, having given up diſtilling altogether ſince the 5th of 


* 


7 5 
Ik ſuch Devices as have been here repreſented were practiſed by the gr eat Diſtillers, 


when the Licence Duty was in its Infancy, and only 30s. per Gallon, what may be 


expected in irs advanced Age, when it has riſen to C. 54. and is propoſed to be ſtill 
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For this Refuſal they thought proper to bring an Ackon of Treſpaſs, in the Curt of Excheguer 


ageinſt the Commiſſtoners of Exciſe fer C. 100,000. of Damages; in which, after à very long Prial, 
a Verdi& was unnimouſͤty found, by a. reſpectable Special Jury, far ibi Defendants, 29 January, 1789. 
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further increaſed to C. 162. And here we cannot omit to remark how the original 

Idea of the Syſtem by an Anal Licence has been innovated and broke in upon (as 
we may ſay) at both Ends of the Year, either by theſe Devices of the Diſtillers in Op- 
poſition to the old Laws, or by the Indulgencies they have been able to procure in 
ſubſequent Acts. The original Idea of a Diſtillery Licence on the Stills Content was 
certainly, like every other Exciſe Licence, that it ſhould endure for Twelve Months. 

and wich certain Exceptions only particularly ſpecified, for no longer or ſhorter Time. 

But it has uſt been ſeen how the Diſtillers delayed mak ing their largeſt Entries of 
Stills till T wo, Fou, or perhaps Six Months, from the Commencement of the Year, 
had elapſed; and now, by the Act 39 Geo. III. c. 31. ſec. 4. they may, on Fifteen 
Days previous Notice, have their Licences vacated at the End of any One Calendar 
Month for which the Licence Duty has been paid in Advance; ſo that in place of 
ſuch Licence being Annual, it may be for Two Months only, and in that Time as 
much Work may now be done as was formerly done in a Tear. „„ 


ka Dr. Jeffray has put down the Amount of Lowland Licence Duty for the Year 

| ending th July 1788, at £.43,148. 6s. 10d. being the preciſe Sum actually received, 
according to the official Return; but as the greateſt Number of Gallons of Stills 
Content, entered and licenced in that Year, was 39,212 Gallons, the full Duty 
thereon, at the Rate of 30 5. per Gallon for the whole Year, would have amounted 
to L. 58,818: And the Deficit is to be aſcribed to the ſame Cauſes as operated the 
preceding Year. 2 5 VVV 


P. 416. Upon the Calculations by which it is endeavoured to be ſhewn, that C. 25,000 of 
Amount of Licence Duty, was equal only to 154. or 15 d. or 2+. per Gallon on 
the Spirits diſtilled, and that no more than 240, coo Gallons had paid Duty, of courſe 
upwards of Five, Three, or Two Millions had paid none, and upwards of Five, 

Three, or Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds, were loſt to the Revenue, under the 
Firſt Year of the Licence Syſtem (which, if true, is ſurely no great Argument in its 
Favour.) We have only to repeat the Obſervation formerly made, that they all reſt 


« 


upon uncertain Conjecture, and not upon ſolid Data. 


at 


We agree with Dr. Jeffray, that the Licence Duty 


of C. I. 10s. was not eſtimated 
to be 25. 1.4. per Gallon on the Spirits, but a much leſs Sum; probably 64. : But it 
is a curious Fact, well eſtabliſhed by the Evidence, that when the Licence Duty was 
J. 54. ſome Diſtillers did not pay more than 3 d. or 4. on the Gallon of their 
Spirits. And we really think ir now unneceſſary to follow him through his con- 
jectural Compariſon of the Survey Duty at 25. 1 d. with the Licence Duty at 64 d. 
r. 17. from which a conjectural Concluſion is. drawn, that © had the Licence Duty been 
E equal to the Survey Duty of 2 5. 1 d. per Gallon of Produce, the Licence Revenue 
cc in 1787 would have been no leſs than . 200,00: —He might, with equal Eaſe, 
have made other Suppoſitions, from which it could have been inferred that it would 
have been Three or Four Times that Sum. ) RO a OO 


- In the 39, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th Years of the Licence Syſtem, the Duty collected 85 
in the Lowlands was from 5th July 1788, to gth July 1789, 42% 1 19 ᷣ 4 
dd f F1...8 

33 Pats SH 10% 49 ee 


%%% ᷑ VPM th July 1792 232,754 15 3 
Br KT 


la the Year ſubſequent to this laſt Date it roſe to C. 77,023 125. 12. and in the 
collowing one to C. 86, 904 25: 4d. In regard to this Increaſe the Commiſſion- 
| Apprx. Dig. ers obſerve, (That it does not ſeem to be greater than might have been ex- 
- Rep. 1798. « pefted under the Mode of Survey, and than actually has been realized in 
Pa. 586. «© other Branches of the Exciſe in Scotland.“ In Proof of this laſt Aſſertion, the 
r. 4. Truth of which, or at leaſt as to the Cauſe of this Increaſe, . Dr. Jeffray _ go 
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Aboubt, we beg leave to hs the Committee to the following Accounts: 1ſt, Of the 


817 


groſs Produce of the whole Exciſe | in Scotland, for Twenty Years preceding the 5th 


of July 17 


98, by which the gradual Riſe of Amounts in all its Branches will be 
ſeen; fs pt ag of the Produce of particular Duties on various Articles under Survey, 
in the Three Years immediately. prior to that Date, not having Accounts of them for 


a Period farther back, but if neceſſary they can be got from Scotland, and we ap- 


prehend they will exhibit a Far Riſe either from che * MOT or he. Year ; 
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4, SYSTEM OP LICENCE, p. 414: et. feq, 


be Committre will natorally age, how it could be poſſible that Government | 


could be fo far miſled as to impoſe fo low a Duty ? The whole Evidence, (ſays 


the Doctor) © both in the Reports of Exciſe, and given by the Diſtillers, explain it. 


Government was taught to believe, that a Still at that Time could not be wrought 
or diſcharged throughout the Year more than Four Times a Week; yet, though 


it was generaliy known at that Time to the Officers of Exciſe, that a Still could © 


« be run Eight Times a Day, Forty-cight Times inſtead of Four Times a 
« Week, they did not, it would ſeem, inform the Board of Exciſe or Govern- 
e ment of that, and a Duty was impoſed on the Gallon of Still equal only to the 


* 12thof what it was known the Trade, according to the Rate of Survey Duty on the 
_ < Gallon of Produce, ought to have paid.” To this Imputation of Neglect of Duty 


on the Part of the Officers of Exciſe, we cannot give a better Anſwer than is con- 
tained in the Two following Extracts from Letters wrote upon the Subje& by. the 


* Board of Exciſe, Edinburgh, to the Lords of the 'Treaſury, on the 5th and 26th of 


Extract 1ſt. 


January 1788. = 

« From the 1ſt of November 1784 to the 5th July 1786, the Diſtillers of Scotland 
and England were ſubje& to the oy, Laws, and paid the ſame Rate of Duty to 
Government. During this Period, each Gallon of Malt Waſh was chargeable with 
Five Pence, and the Diſtiller being allowed Credit for 20 Gallons of Spirits of the 
Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, for every 100 Gallons of Waſh fo 


charged, the legal Duty upon each Gallon of Spirit of that Strength was conſe- 
quengy 25. 14, In England, by the Statute 26 Geo. 3d. cap. 73. this Duty was 
Increaſed after the 5th of July 1786 to Six Pence per Gallon of the Waſh, or 25. 64. 


per Gallon of the Spirit; whereas in Scotland, by the 64th Chapter of the ſame 


Seſſion, Corn Diſtillers, in lieu of ſuch Duty, were to pay in Scotland at the Rate of 
Js. per Annum for each Gallon of their Stills Content, and an equalizing Duty of 


25. per Gallon was impoſed on all Spirits ſent from Scotland into England, if nor 


exceeding the Strength of One to Ten over Proof; but if above that Strength, and 


not exceeding Three per Cent. aver. it, a further Duty, proportioned to ſuch Surplus 


Strength, was to be charged. Theſe laſt mentioned Duties to be paid to the proper 


Officer of Exciſe, at the Time and Place of landing, and to be under the Manage- 


« So ſtands the Law with reſpect to the Two Countries; and we underſtood that 
both as to the Rate of Licence Duty, and the Quantum of equalizing Duty, it was 
ſertied, by a Communication and Agreement between the Capital Diſtillers in Eng- 


Aland and in Scotland, upon certain Principles and Calculations with which we had no 


Extrad ad. 


Opportunity of being officially acquainte * 


e The Effects of our Exertions were on the one Hand, that the groſs Amount of 


the Diſtillery Duties in the Lowlands of Scotland in the Year ending 5th July 1786, 


roſe to upwards of C. 103,900 ; but on the other Hand, the principal Scots Diſ- 


titers, by Publications, Mectings, and otherwiſe, raiſed a Cry of Hardihip and Op- 
preſſian; through the Country, complaining. that they could not carry on their Buſi- 


5 neG with Advantage, if they were ſo ſtrictly looked after, and obliged to pay the full 


legal Duties. Though the greater Part of the Barley made uſe of by them was 


brought from England, they had Addreſs enough to engage the Landed Intereſt in 


Scotland in their Favour ; and both united in an Application to Government to have 


à very moderate Rate of Duty impoſed on Spirits diſtiled and conſumed in Scotland; 


and by lexying it by Way of Licence upon the Content of the Stills, the Diſtillers 


expreſſed their Triumph in being freed from the Shackles of the Exciſe, and altoge- 


ther relieved from the diſagreeable Surveys and V iſtts of its Officers, | 


"It. 
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It was in this Situation that the Act of the 26th. of che King, Cap. 6 was 
paſſed, having received the Royal Aſſent ypon; and had its Commencement from the 
Sch of July 1786. As we had no Opportunity. of being previouſly conſulted, we 


Cannot ſpeak with Authority as to the Views of Government in adopting this Mea- 


ſure; we underſtand, but not officially, that it was meant as a temporary Experi- 
ment for the Benefit of this Country, by the Encouragement of its Agriculture, as 


well as by the Prevention of Frauds, and diminiſhing the Conſumption of Foreign g 


ſmuggled Spirits. We determined, therefore, to give this Law a fair and liberal Ex- 
ecution; and now that it has been in Force about Eighteen Months, we can aſſure 


your Lotdſhips that we have uniformiy done ſo, wherever licenſed Diſtillers were 


Conctraaly a ag heir en agreeably to its Letter and 8 1 


th alter next - bla page 418. e. Having thas ſeen: that: no juſt Chews can 


* be formed of the Value of the Syſtem of Licence, if it be judged of by the Re- 


venue got during its Infancy, compared with the Revenue got under the Syſtem 


© of Survey matured, we may enquire why for fome Years the Revenue diminiſhed | 
c under Licence. The Extent of this Decreaſe cannot be ſeen from the Exciſe 


Statement already examined, for in that Statement the Average Account of ſe- 


<' veral Years is noted, but the Revenue got in the particular Years is not marked.” 
Had the Doctor, however, taken the Trouble to look, he would have found Appx. Dit. 
diſtinctly marked the Revenue got in each: particular Year, from the sth of 5 12 a 


July 1786 to the ↄth of January 1798; but he has choſe to turn his Atten- 
tion from theſe Figures, to an Endeavour to ſhew that this Decreaſe of Re- 


venue was owing to the Art and Devices uſed by the Diſtillers in evading the 


Duties, and to the Want of Attention by thoſe who were entruſted with their Col- 


lection, but by no Means to any Defect in the Principle of the Licence Syſtem; at 


leaſt not more ſo than the . inherent and irremediable Defects in the Principle We 


<« the Syſtem of Survey, from which C. 32.000 only was got, inſtead of a much 


larger Sum.” Conjecture and Imagination is too often called in, to ſupply the 


place of Facts, which either cannot be had, or are not found convenient to be intro- 


duced. The Truth here is, the Frauds and rng of Duties under the Licence Syſtem 


have been great indeed; and, as will appear in the Appendix to Report of laſt Vear, 


from Page 250 to 253, Revenue Officers! have done evety Thing in their Power to 


prevent or detect them; and the Book of Drawings then produced to the Committee, 
will ſhew that as much Art had been exerciſed by the Diſtillers, there was alſo ſome 
Dilcernment and Exertion uſed by the Officers of the Revenue to diſcover that Art. 


But beſides theſe Evaſions, the true ard real Cauſe of this Decreaſe of Revenue, was 


che almoſt inctedible Improvement in rapid Diſtillation,” by which a Still of Forty 
Gallons now diſtils more Spirits in a Year, than a Still of 400 Gallons did when the 
Licence Act commenced; and this enabled the Diſtillers to reduce either the Nuin- 


ber or Capacity of their Stills in a Ratio with theſe Improvements. The Duty being 


till lately not on the Produce, but on the Content of the Stills, and not increaſed ſo 


as to meet ſuch al! eee bY Pra wh: Revenue becache 3 Nature 85 


- 5 


be The Commiſiouete 555 Exciſe ſay in hots Rojore of this Year. 795 pee = 1 
x Feindt, that they do not like the Syſtemof Licence, becauſeit ſeems to be agree- 
< able to the Diſtillers.” The Sentiment of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, expreſſed 
in their Report of 20th March 1799, does hot amount to a Declatation ( that they 


4 d not lite the Syſtein of Licence becauſe it ſeems to be agreeable to the Diſtil⸗ 
8 ee but conveys a different and better Meaning in the following Words: It 
ppears- to us that the ſame Sort of Attack from Inefficacy, Increaſe of Expence, 


«c 3 of Manufacture, &c. has been practiſed upon this laſt Diſtillery Act 


of 1798, as was fucceſsſully attempted by the Scotch Diſtillers againſt the e 1 8 


« Act of 1784; which legalized: the Uſe of the Hydrometer, and e the gr 


. Check upon their Frauds ; and that as the one A was in Scotland Choir 5 
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e almoſt in its Birth, and when its good Effects were juſt beginning to be expe- 
e xienced, they hope, in the like Manner, by Arguments of Fallacy, unſupported 
e by Experience, to obtain an immediate Repeal or Alteration of the other; which 
«we hope and truſt, for the Good of the Revenue, and the Intereſt of the Country, 
will not be granted, becauſe it is the Wiſh of, or agreeable to the Trade, that being 
e the Circumſtance of all others, which, with. our long and perfect Knowledge of 
e their Operations and Intentions, would make us at leaſt moſt jealous of, if not 
« compleady deciſive againſt, their Propoſitions.“ Taking the Board's Reaſon, 

However, in the Senfe in which he has choſe to put it, Dr. Jeffray adds, © He could have 
e withed that this Reaſon why the Licence Syſtem ſhould not be adopted,” (which 
he ſubſtitutes. in place of why the Act of laſt Seffion ſhould not be immediately re- 
pealed) “ had not been brought forward; bur ſince it has been brought forward, 1 
* think they might add, that they do not like the Syſtem of Survey becauſe: it is 
de agreeable to the Officers of Exciſe; for ſurely if they have been over-reached by the 
< one, they have had very little Reaſon to confide in the other.” The Intention of this 
Addition is obvious; but, continues he, I will however do both the Diſtillers and 
« Officers Juſtice in this Point. It is true, that the Majority of Diſtillers fay they 
ce prefer the Syſtem of Licence, but ſome have ſhewn that in reality they like the 
« Syſtem of Survey better; for they did not work under Licence, but as ſoon as the 


Survey was introduced again laſt Year, they began.” Here Mr. Leven, who has 
made a Survey ever all the Lowland Diſtillers, takes the Liberty to call in queſtion 
the Truth of this Aﬀertion, “that ſome Diſtillers who did not work under Li- 


sc cence, began as ſoon as the Survey was introduced laſt Vear; for he avers it as a 
Fact, that there is not, nor has there been any one Diſtiller working in the Lowlands 
this Year under the Shilling Duty, who had not wrought under the pure Licence At; 
and it is eſtabliſhed by official Returns, that in the Vear from the 1oth October 
1797, there was licenſed in the Lowlands Thirty-two Diſtillers, having Stills containing 
35930 Gallons; and that in the Year from the 1oth October 1798, there are licenſed 
in the Lowlands 31 Diſtillers, having 40 Stills, containing 2,180 Gallons; ſo that in 
this aſt Year there is One Diſtiller and 1,7 50 Gallons Content 4% licenſed than there 
was in the preceding Tear under the pure Licence Syſtem. It further appears, upon an 
Examination of the particular Diſtilleries who worked and diſcontinued in theſe Years, 
that Six Diſtillers, who had worked under Licence in 1797-8, gave up in the ſubſe- 
quent Tear; and in their place have come, in the Year 1798-9, Five other Diſtillers, 
all of whom, however, had formerly worked under Licence previous to the roth 


Though the Exciſe Officers in general have expreſſed iy more than Words" (an 
Expreſſion of which we do not comprehend the Meaning) © their Satisfaction at the 
« Profpe& of the Re-eftabliment of the Syſtem of Survey, not a few have given 
. their Opinion in favour of the Syſtem of Licence.” This laſt Fact is taken Notice 
bf, and admitted by the Board in their Letter of the 20th March 1799, wherein they 
ay, that © in theſe Repreſentations by the Trade, as well as in the Reports of our 

„ own Officers, your Lordſhips will perceive a great Diverſity of Opinion; and that 
% upon the general Queſtion, whether the Diſtillery Duties ſhould be levied by 


1 


4 Licence on the Still, or by Survey on the manufactured Commodity, or of the 


. Materials for making it, the Opinions are very much divided; amidſt this War 

* of contending Parties, Non naſtrum eft tantes componere lites.” On the Satisfac- 
tion enpreſſed by the Officers in general, at the Proſpect of the Re- eſtabliſnment of 
the Syllem of Survey, we can only obſerve, chat, if it is the Fact, it muſt proceed from 
their Conviction of its being moſt for the Intereſt of the Revenue and the Country: 
for it is well obſerved by an Author, who wrote on the Diſtillery in Ireland in 1782, 
„ That Brewers and Diſtillers are the moſt improper Perſons in the Nation to make 
Laws for the Collection of the Revenue of Exciſe ; becauſe the Intereſt of their 
< own Line hangs an irreſiſtible Bias on their Minds; a partial, not an univerſal Good, | 
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« is their Object; but that the Commiſfoners and Officers of the Revenue ought 


« to be allowed to interfere in making ſuch Laws, becauſe it muſt be clear that they 


& can have no Intereſt except that of the Diſtillers and Brewers; for the Riſe of the 


Revenue mult depend upon the Proſperity of theſe Trades, and every Step. which, 
E * ſhall prove detrimental to DI mult in Io RO , ts the e ö 


& 
& 


SYSTEM OF LICENC E AND SURVEY, p * 
« This mixed Syſtem, whatever its Effects may have been on the 8 bas 


&« ſaved many Diſtillers from Ruin.” The unexpected, and almoſt incredible Ra- 
pidity of working, and the total Uncertainty then (as now) of the utmoſt Power of a 
Still, having been obſerved by the Commiſſioners and Officers of Exciſe in Scotland, 
induced them to recommend, and the Legiſlature” to adopt, the Meaſure of levying 0 
the additional Duty impoſed by a Survey, and direct Charge upon the Manufacture: 


The Effect of this has already been a conſiderable Advantage both to the Re- 


venue and the Trade. It has been before mentioned, why that Duty was not 
ſo well ſecured at firſt as latterly; and we are pretty confident that the farther Checks 
adopted in the Continuation Bill, will ſecure it very effectually and equally; and will, 


we hope, tend to prove that the Survey Syſtem is the only one by which. Duties 


can either be equally | or effectually ſecured, while at the ſame Time it beſt ſvits 


every Situation in the Country, by allowing the Trader perfect Liberty to ſtudy 
Economy and the Improvement of his Bulineſs, as he only pays Duties according 
to the Quantity and Quality of the Goods he may have it in his Power to manufac» 
EN an, at feb Heh only 4 as he finds it his Intereſt, c or . a Derma _ SN 


N 
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' SYSTEM or LICENCE GUARDED: BY. SURVEY, i 4. 5 
e From what has been faid, the Committee will ſee that the Syſtem, of Licence 


= js of all others the beſt adapted to the Nature of the Manufacture in queſtion, and 
< the moſt ſecure for the Revenue.“ In our humble Opinion, the very Reverſe 


1s the Caſe, and (beſide other Reaſons before ſtated) for the very one the Door now 


gives, viz, © That till the Power of the Still, the Quantum of Produce, and the 


Amount of neceſſary Expence, be more accurately al certained, the Revenue cannot 


be truſted to Licence alone.” And, ſurely, it cannot be contended, that the ulti- 


mate Power of a Still is yet known ; and however remarkable the Revolution that has 
taken place ſince Sri 1798 may be, yet with all the Pains of which the Doctor 


is capable (and in ſome Caſes it ſeems to have been great indeed) we think it by no 


Means probable, if at all poſſible, that he will ever diſcover an infallible Method to 
put all Diſtillers upon a Par, and much leſs how to keep them ſo, by a Tax 

Time. If the Diſtillers are not ſo put and kept, the Conſequences muſt be obvious. 
But, fays he, The Circumftance that will moſt ſpeedily and effectualiy place all 
the Diſtillers on an equal Footing, is to enact (as the Diſtillers themſelves requeſt) 


that all Stills ſhall in future be made according to one Model, and that he] in- 
eternal Apparatus ſhall be ſimilar both in Shape and Place.” This Idea was 


ſuggeſted to the Committee laſt Tear by Mr. Leven, and we are convinced, 
that ſuch a Plan is the moſt likely to have the wiſhed-for Effect; yet the 
ear Objections to it are, iſt, There is no Experience of the 5 
0 
would be proper or practicable, to prevent all Improvement in the Economy 
8 ay N e of en F60s * 1 or 


It is next propoſed by the Doctor, dat Licenſed Diſtillers 3 be as to 
enter any Diſtillery; and if ſo, he ventures to fay there. will * be fewer Frauds, and 
< more andre and faichful Exciſe Officers - for W too * been the a 115 . 
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any particular Form of a Still; and adly. We doubt, were it poſſible, if it 
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e Exciſe Officers gazed at what they could not underſtand; and the Reports on the 


t Table ſhew that they have but too frequently overlooked what any one could fee. 


te The Eye of one Diſtiller will ſee more than many Exciſe Officers are able to per- 
ct ceive.” It muſt be admitted, that in many Reſpects ſome Diſtillers are very far 
ſighted, and ſee their own Intereſt at all Diſtances ; yet by this Time, it is preſumed, 
they are convinced that ſome Revenue Officers can ſee as far as them: And it is 
hoped, that the Committee will alſo be ſatisfied by this and former Reports, and the 
Drawings in the Poſſeſſion of the Right Honourable' Chairman, that this has actually 


bern the Caſe. We do not apprehend any Injury that can ariſe to the Revenue 


from Diſtillers being allowed to viſit each others Works; and this ſeems the only 


Way to come at one another's Secrets; but how. far it would be proper for the 


Legiſlature to. interfere for that Purpoſe, or whether it might not be better referred 
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It is alſo for the Committee to judge as to the Propriety and Extent of the Forfci- 
tures and Penalties propoſed by the Diſtillers in Article 2d, Page 4222. 


to a local Regulation among the Trade themſelves, we preſume not to give an 


„ © £43 „„ x $64 


its own: Officers as well as Informers, in the Manner ſanctioned by Law; but the 
Diſtillers may be allowed to inſtitute ſuch a Fund, and apply it as they pleaſe among 


Ich. With reſpe& to the Puniſhments infſicted by the Exciſe Laws, we do not 
conceive that the Purpoſes of Juſtice would be better anſwered by the Alteration 
ropoſed, © That all Penalties be made to bear ſome Proportion to the Size of the 


E Sti: We rather think: that Fines and Penalties would be better regulated by the 


Size; ſo to ſpeak, and Number of the Offences, than by the Size of the Still. A 
Diſtiller for Inſtance with a Forty Gallon: Still, may have by Art and Ingenuity car- 
ried on Fraud for a long 


* 


As to Article 3d, we cannot recommend that the Revenue ſhould contribute to any 
ſuch Fund as is here ſuggeſted to be eſtabliſhed. Government pays and rewards 


Tine. before Detection, and may have been frequently de- 


tected. A Diſtiller wich a 100 Gallon Still, who never before was ſuſpected, or at 


leaſt diſcoveted, may have been detected in his firſt Attempt to commit Fraud, 


ates or Juſtices, and would, it is believed, in ſome 
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its Laſh. When Diſtillers have been or are under Proſecution, it has generally been 


found'that they united together againſt the Revenue, and to, oppoſe its Proſecutor, 
and it is certainly “ an Extraordinary. Revolution fince Spring 1798, that they 


mould have changed Sides, and are now become the Informers for and Prompters of 
Revenue Proſecutions. Giving them all due Credit, however, for their new Senti- 


ments, it is ſufficient to ſtate, that ſuch Proſecutions are carried on either before the 
Juſtioes of the Peace of the proper County, where the Proceedings are ſummary, 
and rhe Determinations ſpeedy, without any Expence to the defending Party, or in 


the Court of Exchequer at Edinburgh, agreeably in all Reſpects to the Practice of 


the Court of Exchequer in England, except that in the former Court all Cauſes are 


t Number of ſock Proſecutions which the Board of Exciſe find 
| to order to be Anayally or Termly commencedin the Exchequer 
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nd before he had reaped any pecuniary Advantage from it. Now we conceive that 
the mall, but perſevering Rogue, deſerves the greater Fine and Puniſhment, Theſe 


Degree affect the Judg- 


Itch. The Complaint of er the Law's Delay” is as old as Shakſpeare; but per- 
haps this is the firſt Time that it has been made by thoſe who have felt or may feel 


tried at Bar, and only in Term Time. This Circymſtance neceſſarily prevents 
every Proſetution from being brought to Judgment. ſo ſoon as could be wiſhed, 


(on 
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(on Account of the nnn, and unfavourable Judgments of the Juſtices, 7 the | 


Peace in many if not molt Parts of Scotland) is the chief Cauſe why ſome of them 
will be found long pending, the. Effect of which may certainly be what has begn 


ſtated by Doctor Jeffray on that Head, for it is moſt readily conceded, that the ſooner. 


the 0 the Puniſhment can follow the Offence. We have no Heſitation alſo. 
to expreſs our anxious Wiſh that ſome new Arrangements might be made as to 


theſe Matters, by which the great Ends of Juſtice would be more ſpeedily” and effec-. 


tually attained, than is or can he the Caſe at preſent ; otherwiſe we are afraid that 
neither the Diſtillery, nor any other Branch of the Revenue in Scotland, will be com- 
pleatly ſecured and protected againſt Fraud by any Syſtem of Survey or Licence 
Whatever. Under this Article it is ſtated, upon the Information of Diſtillers,“ that 

t it is ſuppoſed they ſhould know . when their Cauſes are to come on, becaufe the 
<« Pay of Trial has been announced by a Program on the Door of the Court. If a 
« Diſtiler has not an Agent there, how can he know this. But it more frequently 


«c happens, that when he does get Notice of 1 it, and leaves his Buſineſs to attend, | 


re he and his Witneſſes find when they arrive that the Cauſe cannot come on. That 


rather than encounter the Delays and multiplied Expences of a Trial, many Dif- 


ce tillers have allowed Sentence to paſs againſt them by Default, in Caſes where they 


<, thought they had committed no Offence ” - Upon theſe State ments the Solicitor 


ol Exciſe thinks it particularly and perſonally incumbent on him to obſerve, that 
although the Informacion thus given to Doctor Jeffray muſt have come from Dif- 
tillers: who have been in the Exchequer ; they appear to be better acquainted with 
the Means of getting into that Court, than with the Mode of its Proceeding when 
Defendants are in it. As ſoon as a penal Proſecution is there commenced which | is 
never done in the Exciſe but upon good Grounds, and after full Conſideration both 
of the Law and of the Evidence) Notice is given to the Delinquent by a Subpœna 
ſerved upon dim perſonally, or at his Dwelling Houſe, of the Day on which he is to 
appear in Court, and this Appearance (as is always indorſed on the Writ) may be 
made either by himſelf, or hy an Attorney. The Defendant, therefore, unleſs he is 
guilty ol a Contempt of the Proceſ of the Court by not appearing, cannot be taken 
by Surprize, or have Judgment entered up - hun without his Knowledge. 


After he has appeared to the Writ, and pleade not guilty to che Information, his 


Cauſe cannot come on to Trial without a previous timely Notice thereof of ſo many 
Days, according to the Diſtance of his Reſidence, by which Means he has full Of por- 


tunity of preparing for hoy Pop, 594 IVES up Ie: 1 8 > and ſhoulc 1 9 0 5 
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uch a h but he is not a lige A not to yh 111 7 ele Gentle 


men, and their Advocate, bring forth a Charge againſt him of © carrying on. Ex- 
-<:chequer Trials in a Manner expenſiue and haraſſing in the Extreme,” to which he 


4 


rin muſt plead not guilty in any Degree. The Program on the Door of 


the Court. mentioned by Doctor Jeffray, as the only Source of Information of 
_ he: Day of Trial 40 Diſtillers (which Account he mult, alſo haye Bot from ſome 
. who ave been. EE: as they N & in Eng 
2 8 NO applicable 
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applicable to penal Proſecutions or Days of Trial, but to the Return of Seizire; only, 
and even in that reſpect it is miſtated; for as to Stills, Spirits, and every other 
Species of Goods ſent into the Exchequer for Condemnation (which bear a very ſmall 
Proportion indeed to the whole Seizures Annually made in Scotland, and are pro- 


ceeded againſt in that Mode only when the Juſtices do not their Duty, or have not 
Juriſdiction, or when the great Value of the Seizure, or particular Circumſtances of 


the Ca, render it neceſſary for the Intereſt of the Revenue to have Recourſe to the 
_ Exchequer) there not only goes out a Writ of Appraiſement of the Goods to the 
Place where they lie, the Execution of which Writ being generally, if not always done, 
and publiſhed by the Officers of Exciſe, gives timely Notice to the Party to enter 
his Claim; but beſides this there are Two public Proclamations made in open Court 
of all Seizures, immediately upon their being returned there, and'a Rule follows of 
Eight Days, after the End of the Term, before Judgment by Default, or for Want of 
Claim, can be entered up. Such wiſe and old Precautions in Behalf of the Property, 
as well as of the Liberty and Character of the Subject, in all Caſes (but more elpe- 
cially in thoſe of Diſtillers, who have a known and retained general Agent, who is an 
Attorney, in Court) beſides the Advantage of the Trial by Jury, muſt certainly tend to 
recommend the Modes of Proceeding here ſtared (and which, as has been before ob- 
_ ſerved, are conſonant to the Modes of Proceeding in England in ſimilar Caſes) as 
meriting a little more Attention at leaſt than has yet been paid to the Plans for 
their Innovation, either by Circuit Barons, or by Trials before Sheriffs and a Jury, 
which have been ſuggeſted by the Diſtillers, however much we could wiſh that a 
greater Quantity of Revenue Buſineſs was done with Diſpatch in the Court of Ex- 
chequer, than has yet been found practicable, but perhaps afterwards may be other- 


* 


wile accompliſhed, 


th. „That the Diſtillers ought to be allowed the ſame Power of looking after the 
& Exciſe Officers, that the Exciſe Officers have of looking after them.“ The Diſtillers 
and all other Traders have ever had it in their Power to ſtate their Complaints againſt 
the Officers to the Commiſſioners of Fxciſe ; nor can it be juſtly ſaid, that ever that 
Board declined the hearing and inveſtigating of ſuch Complaints as in the leaſt Degree 
Mmerited their Attention. It is alſo long ſince the Board reſolved to puniſh their 
Officers, by Diimiſſal from the Service for groſs Neglect of Duty or fraudulent Con- 
niyance with Diſtillers, many Inſtances of which have occurred, and are to be found 
in the Report of laſt Year p. 387, at and prior to 1786, as well as others ſince that 
Period; and it is their general and eftabliſhed Rule never again to re- admit them into 
the Service. On this Subject, however, and on that of the Increaſe of the Salaries 
of Officers in general, or thoſe employed at Diſtilleries, we beg leave to refer to fome 


Obſervations which will afterwards be made. 


Itch. © I am perſuaded that I take the Senſe of the informed and thinking Part of 
the Trade along with me, when I ſtate that there are Three Points in which, under 
A the enſuing Law, there muſt be, for the Good of the Trade and the Security of the 
Revenue, a Survey.” This Propoſal ſeems cautiouſly introduced and ſupported, per- 
haps through Fear of offending thoſe Diſtillers who were ſo uninformed and unthinking 
2 to inſiſt for a pure Licence Syſtem, or for the Privileges given by the Union, that 
they ſhould be immediately put on a Footing with the Engliſh Diſtillers. Here Three 
Officers or Duties are pointed out; but it is omitted to propoſe a ſufficient Number 

of Officers and a Superviſor Day and Night to execute them, as was done in en- 
 larging upon the Expence of the Survey Syſtem in general; and yet no Man of 
_ Buſineſs can fay, that they are not fully as neceſſary, or more ſo, in the one Caſe as in 
the other, Beyond a Doubt a Survey will ever be leſs or more neceſſary where there 
are Exciſe Duties to ſecure; but the Frequency of Viſits, and the Number of Officers 
requilite for making them, depend upon particular Circumſtances; ſuch as the Regu- 
lations eſtabliſhed by Law, the Nature and Extent of the Buſineſs, or Object of the 


SBaurvey, of which Experience and profeſſional Men alone can determine. ack 1 
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ne As for the Survey on Malt and Grain uſed, it i8 only neceltiry fo let — 5 p. 446. 


ce vernwent know the Power of the Still. 1 truſt the preſent Power is pretty 
<c well known already; and if it be determined it ſhall be adopted, this Survey 
«may, 1 believe, be almoſt diſpenſed with; But as Government may nor yet 
< have got altogether over the Surprize raiſed by the Diftillers late Improvements, 
« and muſt look with a cautious Eye to what Improvements may yet be made, 
the Doctor concludes, that “the Survey of Grain is neceſſary.” The Whole 
of this Paragraph ſeems intended to ſoften the Diſtillers Averſion to the Survey 
propoſed ; and the Doctor aſſures them of © his helping thoſe who are behind, 
« and encouraging thoſe who are lazy, until he gets the Trade on an equal Foot- 
« ing; and when the ultimate Power of the Still is known, and if it be thou ght 
&« the Survey by Permits on Stock is no longer neceſſary, Government, he is per- 
« ſuaded, will be very glad to reduce the Survey to that of the Capacity of the Still 
te alone.” Whatever future Comfort this may hold out to the Diſtiller, we are afraid 
it does not ſhew much Conſideration for the Intereſt of the Revenue; for by this 
Time, it is preſumed, the Committee will have feen the utter Impoſſibility of ever be- 
ing able to aſcertain ſuch a Rate of equalizing Licence Duty, in every Part of the 
Country, and upon Stills of all Shapes and Sizes, that Spirits might be freely ſent out, 
without any Check, under Cover of the Diſtillers own Certificates. Until then at leaft, 
Exciſe Permits are abſolutely neceffary; and what would be the Conſequence were the 
Law to be as the Doctor propoſes, that the Diſtiller ſhall pay only Z. 162 en the Gal- 
Jon of his Still, and that the Officer ſhould have no Survey, no Charge, but merely to 
know, or find out how the Diftiller is going on? The Certainty is, that Government 
would then only get 15. 34. or at moſt 15. 64. upon the Gallon of Spirits produced; 
and by and by would have the Satisfaction to learn from the Officers of the Revenue, 
that ſome of the Diſtillers had improved ſo much further in the Art of rapid Diſtilla- | 
tion, that they were not paying a' Shilling, or perhaps Six Pence on the Gallon ; bur 
before this Fact could be officially diſcuſſed, and a new Law enacted, ſtill further Im- 
provements might be made, whereby the Revenue would materially ſuffer, the flow 
or lazy Diſtiller would be drove out of the Market, the Country would be deluged 
wth 95 pirits, and theſe would be ſold at fo low a Price, that the Health, the N 
; and . of the of Mg would be 8 TIT, ruined. 


ILLEGAL D. STILLATION, p. 424. 


This NE Fraud and public Nuiſance has but too lang exiſted; and i it is belevel 
at no Period to ſo great an Extent as it now does in the Intermediate and Highland | 
Diſtricts. Officers of Exciſe have been multiplied, and Premiums have been given 
for ſuppreſſing illicit Diſtillation ; but no Number or Vigilance of Officers, nor any 
Law yet enacted, has been able to check it in any effectual Degree; nor in our Opi- 

nion will it ever be prevented until the Country Gentlemen are induced, either 
Duty to the Public, or their own real Intereſt, to join their Influence, and give Aſſiſt- 

ance to the Exertions of Revenue Officers for that Purpoſe, but which at preſent, we we 
are ſorry to ſay, is not generally the Caſe. When the Law of 1784 was paſſed, 
whereby the Heritors of the Pariſh, and the Landlords and Proprietors of the Ground 
or Place in which Fraud was committed, were made liable for the Penalty, Mr. Leven 
was in charge of a Highland Diſttict, where illicit Diſtillation (both before the paſ- 
ſing of that Act, and after it was repealed) was very prevalent; but during its Fxiſt- | 
"ENCE as A Law, not a Still was found at work in all the Sixty Pariſhes under his In- 
58 the . having ordered all the Stills on their reſpective Eſtates to be 

rought and lodged either with themſelves or their Factors. This is meant to ſnew 
the Committee, hom much it is in the Power of Proprietors in the Highlands to flop 
private Diſtillation when they pleaſe. Here, although it is of no. material Conſe- 
W it may not be 1 e to a Dr. N right in Two Points, as to which 
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4 and the Zeal of the Exciſe, came to be known.“ It is certainly true, that the r 
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he has been misinſormed; iſt. It was not the Share or Moiety of the Produce of any 


Seizure made by an Exciſe Officer, chat has been withdrawn, but the Premium of 
25. 6d. on every Gallon of a Still ſeized and condemned, which was diſcontinued, 


on the Suggeſtion of the Commiſſioners af Exciſe, on account of the great Abuſe of 
that legal Indulgence; and 2d, the Officer he alludes to, was not diſcharged for be- 
ing Partner in Trade with an illicit, but what was ſtill more injurious to the Revenue, 


with an gextered Diſtiller in the County of Stirling. It is remarked by the Doctor, 
« that fewer illegal Stills are now ſeized by Exciſe Officers than when they had a 
* Premium for ſo doing;” we believe that this is really the Fact; but we cannot 
aſcribe it to the Reaſon given by him, viz. that they do not like to look after them ; 
for they have ſtill. an Intereſt, and poſitive Orders to do ſo, as the Law allows them a 
Mojety of all ſuch Seizures made, and Fines recovered. The Truth is, that after the 
. 9, and {.6. 10.s. Duty was impoſed in 1797, on the Intermediate and Highland 
iſtricts, many licenſed Diſtillers gave up; and it is ſtated by the Collectors of In- 
verneſs, Perth, and Argyle (N* 11 of Board's Report, 27th February 1799, Page 206 
—209) that as the Number of licenſed Stills has diminiſhed, private Stills have in- 


' greaſed; and it is feared that there are other Parts beſides Kintyre where private 


Diſtillation is encouraged by the Landholders, who wiſh to ſecure their Rents, and 


_ -conſider.it as the readieſt Market. The Country People knowing this, have be- 
come diſorderly and tumultuous, inſomuch that in ſuch Places no Exciſe Officer can 


do his Duty among them; and in attempting to do it, they have but too often been 
obſtructed, inſulted, and beat. Under ſuch diſcouraging Circumſtances, it is not 


ſurprizing, that they ſhould. nor act with much Spirit or Perſeverance. We are of 


Opinion, that Exciſe Officers ſhould ſtill have a Premium on the Seizure and Con- 


demnation of illicit Stills, but that it ſhould not be given indiſcriminately in 


every Caſe, and that the Commiſſioners of Exciſe ought to have the Power of grant- 


ing or withhalding it, according to the Merit or Demerits of the Diſcovery or Scizure 


I 1 is obſerved, that © at the Period of the Prohibition of the Diflllery, every Man 
c found it his Intereſt to give to ſuch Prohibition full Effect; and while the Exer- 


RY 


< tions of the Juſtices ofthe Peace were exemplary, tne Attention, the n | 
or apprehended Scarcity of Grain after July 1795, did more with the Landed Pro- 
prietors and Juſtices of the Peace to ſuppreſs at Diſtillation which was then illegal, 


than the Intereſt of the Revenue or the Good of the Coyatry has been able to effect 
among them for the Suppreſſion of unlicenſed diſtilling throughout the Country. But 
the Exertions of the Gentlemen and Juſtices on that O-cafhion were particularly 
Called forth, and animated by the perſonal Interpofition of the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, who in January 1796 ſent the following Letter, ſigned by him, to the 
Sheriff Depute and Convener of each County: © 1 rake the Liberty of tranimittin 
4 to you Copy 6 iſſued by che Commiſſioners of Exciſe to their dif- 
it ferent Collect 
< dated the 22d of December laſt, and truſting that you will pay immediate Atten- 
t fjon to the Subject, and that you will recommend 10 all the Fuſtices of the Peace, and 
% Magiſtrates within your County, To give every Afiftance in their Power to the Of- 
. ficers of th: Revenue for checking the illicit Practices therein alluded to, (5. e the 
Ute of unlicenſed Stills) „ have cauſed a Number of theſe Copies to be for- 
. warded to the Sheriff Clerk's Office, where the Juſtices of the Peace and other 
_< Magiſtrates will, upon Application, be furniſhed with them.” The Effects of 


5, with Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Treaſury, 


his Lordſhip's Recommendation were great and univerſal; and this, Occurrence 


proves how much might be done in Support of che Revenue and its Officers, it all 
Juſtices and Magiſtrates would ia general continue to mare ſuch Exertions as they 
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The Hints for the Prevention of illicit diſtilling, from p. 426 to p. 430, ſeem 


well deſerving of Attention, and many of them tave formerly been ſuggeſted to the 
Committee. What further occurs to us as neceſſary on tais important Subject, wy 
be found i in 1 e Spe ene in the e of this Pg” 1 5 


FOREIGN ITY p. 439. | TE 


— 


There are ts: very juſt Obſervations made by Dr. Jeffray upon ch Hen in 
in ſeveral Points they agree with the following Remarks, which we ONE ate Ds to 
lay-beſbre the Committee upon the ſame Subject, © © 


- Regulations for preventing the importing, harbouring, carrying, buying, elle 


and conſuming F Org 8 Goods, or that had not 1 His * 3 


Duties. 7 
"21 Every Perſon convited: 5 5 F 82 ſuch Grab: and 9 


ſhall (befides their Forfeiture): be ſubject to the Penalty of Treble the Value ther 


imported or landed the ſame in this Kingdom without Entry and Payment of YE | 
and of . coo for every ſuch Offence ; the latter pete to be incurred whether the | 


i 2 wy: have been ſeized or not. 


po ee Perſon 3 of 3 8 recelving, n ar 
ing, or ſelling any ſuch Goods, ſhall (beſides their Forfeiture): be ſubject to the like 
| Penalty of Treble Value, and ſhall be held and deemed the e thereof, 5 
incur the further Penalty of 4. $9 for op ſuch Offene. Hts 


3d. All Perſons who ſhall knowingly allow any fi ft ch Goods whe l 
their Premiſes, or within any Houſe or Houſes belonging to and poſſeſſed by — gay 
or who ſhall hire or lend their Horſes or Carriages to remove ſuch Goods, or who 
ſhall in any Way countenance, aid, and aſſiſt in the ſmuggling of ſuch Goods; ſhall 


be deemed illegal Importers thereof, and ſhall be liable ro Penalties and Torlvitures = 


as fuch; and if any fuck, een is 2 1 us ſhall Torn lit 8 o 
Landlord. 7 „ ;; e 8 


ath. Every /Spirit Dean as Cabs as very Wine, T ea, 200 Tobaces Deas; 9 . 
Fx in Wholeſale or Retail ſhall make Entry of all and every Place he or ſhe intends 
to keep ſuch Goods in, and ſhall (as at preſent) havein large legible Characters over 


' the Door DzaLtr in, &c.” (as the Caſe may be)—ſuch Perſon ſhall alſo Keep a 


5 Bock, to be given to him or her by the Exciſe for that Purpoſe, into which he or ſhe 


ſhall inſert daily the exact Quantity and Quality of all ſuch Geods as may have become 


his or her Property, whether by Purchaſe, Gift, or otherwiſe, or that ſhall be con- 


ſigned to him or her, or in the Sale or Conſumption whereof they ſhall be in an 


Way concerned or intereſted, either for themſelves or for any other Perſon or Perſons TT 
whomlſocver. This Book to be open to the Inſpection of the Officers of Exciſe at all 


Times, and Once in Three Months, or when demanded by the Collector ur Super- 
viſor of the Bounds, the Dealer ſhall make Oath to the Truth of the Entries therein, 


and d that, ro the beſt-of his or her Knowledge and Belief, the Whole of ſuch Goods 


id His Majeſty's Duties. A Penalty of . for neglecting or refuſing to keep 
68 a ook, or to make Entry to the ſame upon Oath. A Penalty of ; 90 neglecting 
f 2 refuling to mark DrALER ix, &c. over the Noor, or for allowing ſuch Worc 


0 remain after he or ſhe ſhall ceaſe to be a Dealer or Rerailer, c. and if he or the 


: ſhall be convicted of having in his or her Cuſtody, or of having bought, or having 


eauſed to be bought, a 0 Spirits, &c. that were not accompanied with an Exciſe, 
ertificate, or that had not to the beſt of his or her Know: RE 
Kg pad. the full and legal REFS. Oy, ſuch e beſides the FREIE of _ 


a 


or other legal Permit or 
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all ſuch Goods, ſhall alſo forfeit his or her Licence, and ſhall be held and deemed a 
Dealer, &c. without Licence, till the ſame is again renewed, and the Duty thereon 
paid; ſuch renewed Licence to commence from the Dare of the Detection upon 
which he or ſhe was convicted, and the former Licence forfeired. Tf any fack 
Perſon ſhall perſiſt and continue to deal or retail without a Licence, or without renew. 
ing the ſame, for Seven Weeks after the former ſhall have expired or become for- | i 
feited, he or the, beſides the Penalties for dealing, &c. without a Licence, ſhall alſo 8 
forfeit and loſe all the Goods for which ſuch Licence was neceſſary, that ſhall from | 
Time to Time be found in his or her Cuſtody or Poſſeſſion, whether with or without 
Permit, and which Goods ſhall and may be ſeized by any Officer or Officers of 
Exciſe. ” 0 )J 8 


Fth. Every Perſon convicted of N or of having cauſed to be bought, 
or received, any Spirits, &c. from any Dealer in, or Retailer thereof, who had not 
painted or marked over the Door DzarLxs, &c. or from any other Perſon or Place, | 
- the fame not being accompanied with a legal Permit or Certificate, thall, befides the 5 
= | Forfeiture-of all ſuch Goods, be deemed and held to be a private or unlicenſed Diſs 
eller, Smuggler, or illegal Importer (as the Caſe may be) and ſhall be liable to Pe. 
„ y dl ea „„ 


Atſter theſe Regulations it is humbly conceived, that no Dealer would purchaſe 
Goods from a Smuggler; that no Perſon would be a Dealer without a Licence, and 
complying with the Law in every Reſpect; and that no Perſon would purchaſe 
Goods from an unlicenſed Trader who had not the Words over his Door, or which 


Goods had not a legal Permit. Thus we think there would be no ſmuggling, for 
the Smuggler could not find any Market for his Gods. 4 


#222 eee eren 3 + 7 
"ni making his Obſervations on the State of the Buſineſs in this Diſtrict, Dr. Jef. 
fray ſeems ts think it an eaſy Matter to aſcertain the Difference in the Expence of 
Fuel and Carriage of Grain, &c. betwixt it and the Lowlands: But our Opinion is 
very different; for we apprehend it to be not oaly difficult, but almoſt impoſſible, 

to put the different Parts of the Country on a Footing in theſe Reſpects. Mr. Pat- 
terlon, at Callander, is Eighteen Miles from Coals; Mrs. Sommerville, at Burn of 
Cambus, is only Ten; while David Caſſels, a Lowland Diſtiller at Kep, is Fifteen 

Miles from Coal. In ſhort, to. accommodate every Situation, it would require almoſt 


a different Rate of Duty for every individual Diltiller in the Country. 


| The Doctor has taken much Pains to ſupport the Opinion given by Mr. 
Avpx. Dit. Corbet, that Peat was as favourable a Fuel for rapid Diſtillation as Coal. No 
Perſon in Scotland, perhaps, has had à greater Opportunity of Knowing the 
T. 195- general State of the Highlands than Mr. Leven for thete Nineteen Years paſt, 
8 near Six of which he led conftantly where Peat was the principal Fuel uſed, 
And in many Seaſons he has known that there has not been ſs many good, well. 
dried Peat got in a tabole Pariſb, as would keep a 40 Gallon Still working for Ons 
Week at the Rate they now Work in the Lowlands. In ſome Seaſons, ahbügn th | 
Peats may be well got in, yet in many Parts ef the Country they are naturally of Y 
Tight, bulky, bad Quality, and would require an immenſe Furnace and Pair of Bek. 
Jows to keep up ſuch a Heat: as is meceffary for rapid Diftillation. Even the beſt df 
Peat to be generally had does not ſtand the Fire, as the Diftillers'term it; that is, they 
burn fo fat, that a conſtant Supply is neceſſary, and the Furnace Door can ſcarce 
her be kept ſhut, which Circumſtance, as every Diſtiller well knows, jeſſens th 
Effect of the Fire very much. Mr. Leven does not mean to ſay, that good Peats do 


'Bolls and 1,660 Gallons for a 40 Gallon Stil 
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not make a good warm Fire, nor to deny that they anſwer ſome Purpoſes of the Me- 
chanic better than Coal; neither does he aver, that they will not work a Still as faſt _ 

as it is perhaps either neceſſary or proper that\yt ſhould be wrought, if Economy or 
the Quality of the Manufacture is conſidered: But he ventures to.affirm, that, with 


any Furnace yet known, Peat in general is not ſo good a Fuel, nor is it poſſible to 


carry on rapid Diſtillation with Peat as is and may be done with Coal. The Conclu- 
ſion is, upon the Whole, that the Highland Diſtiller never can work a Still againſt 
Time, and be upon an equal Footing with the Lowland Diſtiller. Here, however, it 
may be proper to obſerve, that the foregoing Remarks upon the Quality of Peat as 


Fuel, are more apphcable-to the Highland than to the Intermediate Diſtrict, of which | | 

we are now ſpeaking ; for it has been ſtated in Evidence, that in this laſt-men - Appx. Dit. 
tioned Diſtrict the Diſtilleries can be well ſupplied with good Grain and Coals at Rep. 1798. 
very little more Expence than it coſts many of the Lowland Diſtillers; on which P. 243. 


Account, and that it ſeems impoſſible, by. any Law or Vigilance of Revenue 
Officers, to .confine the Conſumption of the Spirits made there within their proper 
Limits, it was laſt Year, and ſtill is our Opinion, that the Intermediate Diſtrict 


{created at the 5th of July 1797 for Reaſons to us unknown) ſhould be immedi- 


ately aboliſhed, and put upon the ſame Footing with the Lowlands, as to the Pay- 


ment of Duty, and in all other Reſpects.  _ ES ee > 
FFFVVTC bags Os 1 a 
| Upon the Subject of diſtilling in the Highlands, we would beg leave particu- 


5 larly to refer the Committee to Pages 372— 378, of the Appendix to the Report 1798, 


to which we have now further to add, that prior to the iſt of October 1784, both 
the Malt made and the Spirits diſtilled in every Part of the Highlands (Ferrintoſh 
excepted) were by Law ſubjected to the fame Duties as the other Parts of Scot- 


Hand. The Wach Act of 24 Geo. 3. Seſſ. 2. c. 46.4 45. firſt introduced a Diſtinc- 


tion betwixt them, grounded, as ſtated in the Preamble, on the Circumſtances, 


That it had been found by Experience, that the Laws and Regulations eſtabliſhed 


« by the ſeveral Statutes made in Behalf of the Diſtillery of Corn Spirits, have 


not produced the intended Effect either to the Public Revenue, or to the 


“People, in ſundry Counties or Diſtricts of the Highlands in Scotland, and that 
< upon Account of the inferior Quality of the Grain produced in the Places and 


Limits after deſcribed, the mountainous Surface thereof, and the Nature of the 


« Fuel; and that the Regulations by the preſent Statute enacted, would be equally de- 
« fective in their Application to, or Execution in the ſaid Diſtricts, as the Laws al- 
e ready ſubſiſting have hitherto proved.” The Object of the © Privilege and Ex- 
« emption thereby granted,“ is alſo in Sect. 46. ſtated to bp © for the Purpoſe of 


promoting Agriculture and Improvement, for aſliſting to rear and ſupport Cattle, 


« and for accommodating the Inhabitants of the faid Places, Pariſhes, and Diſtricts, 


« with Spirits drawn from their own Grain at moderate Rates, ſo as all Pretence fer 
ee the Commiſſion of Frauds againſt His Majeſty's Revenue may be removed.“ 


In this Act the Limits or Boundary of the Privilege were deſcribed to be © the 


« Highland Pariſhes and Diſtri&s of the ſeveral Counties of Orkney, Caithneſs, Su- 


« therland, Roſs, Inverneſs, Argyle, Bute, Stirling, Lanark, Perth, Dumbarton, Aber- 
« deen, Forfar, Kincardine, Banff, Nairn, and Murray,” — The Stills to be licenſed 
might be leſs, but were not to be larger, than 20 Gallons Content, including the 
Heads, except in conſequence of the Population and Quantity of Grain in any parti- 
cular Pariſh or Diſtrict, it may appear neceſſary to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe to 
licenſe a Still or Stills from 20 to 30 Gallons, and of no greater Size or Content; and 


there was no Reſtriction as to the Quantity of Malt or Grain the Diſtiller might uſe, 


or of Spirits to be produced, in the Courſe of the Year; both of which, however, by 
the Act of next Seſſion, 25 Geo. 3. c. 22. repealing the former Act, were fixed at 250 
b the higheſt Size allowed, and none to be © 
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leſs than 30 Gallons Content. The Line was alſo altered, certain Parts of the Coun- 
ties of Dumbarton, Stirling, Clack manan, and Perth, having been then cut off from the 
Highlands. In this State the Line continued till the Highlands were till further 
curtailed by the Act 33 Geo. 3. cap. 61; and upon that Boundary a Fourth Altera- 
tion took place by the Act 37 Geo. 3. cap. 102. by which alſo the Annual Quan- 
tity of Malt allowed for a 40 Gallon Still in the proper Highland Diſtrict was 
increaſed to 500 Bolls, or 3,000 Buſhels ; but by fome Omiſſion there was no Increaſe 
of the Quantity of Spirits formerly allowed from the 250 Bolls, though ſuch Increaſe 
Was neceſſary, and evidently intended. The Duty per Gallon of the Still firft im- 
_ poſed in the Highlands was C. 1. and is at preſent C. 6. 105. while the firſt Low- 


land Duty was 308. only, and is now J. 54. 


It ſeems perfectiy evident, that while ſuch a Diſtinction as to the Rate of Duty on 

Spirits exiſts between the Highlands and Lowlands, no Law can be deviſed which 
will prevent illegal Diſtillation in the former; nor conſequently the ſmuggling into 
the latter, of the Spirits manufactured both by the illegal and entered Highland 


It appears to us, that in the different Laws which have been paſſed of late Years 
relative to the Scotch Diſtillery, the Legiſlature has been rather mifled by partial 
Statements of Individuals, both in the Highlands and Lowlands, by which it has 


: 


be 


: deen induced to depart from what we have always underſtood to be a leading Prin- 


ciple ef Taxation, viz. That every Perſon in the united Kingdom ſhould be enabled 
to exert his Ingenuity, and employ his Capital under ſuch general Reſtrictions as 
the Legiſlature might deem neceſſary, with the full Advantage of his local Situation 


It has been contended, that from the Nature of the Climate, the Inferiority of the 
Grain, and the Scarcity of Fuel, it is indiſpenſably neceffary that a lower Duty ſhould 
be impoſed on Highland than on Lowland made Spirits. If this Principle be juſt, a 
fmilar Diminution of Duty is due to every Manufacturer of any other exciſeable 
Commodity in the Kingdom, in proportion as he can ſhew that his local Situation 
ſor catrying it on is leſs advantageous than the moſt favourable. If the Difference 
of Malt Duty between England and Scotland be reſorted to as an Argument againſt 
What is here advanced, it may be anſwered, that the Duty being originally laid on 
by Meaſure and not by Weight, as it ought to have been, it became indiſpenſable; 
upon the fair Principle of equal Taxation, to make an Allowance for the Inferiority 
of the Scotch Barley, for the ſame Reaſon that the Duty upon ſmall Beer is leſs than 
upon ſtrong ; but was it ever attempted by the Southern Manufacturers of Cloth in 
England; te obtain an Allowance from Government in order to enable them to cope 
with their more fortunate Brethren in Yorkſhire, on Account of the Advantages the 
latter have over them in the Articles of cheaper Fuel and Labour; or does there 
exiſt any Exemption ſimilar to that claimed in the Highlands in favour of the moun- 
tainous Parts of Yorkſhire, Cumberland, Northumberland, and Weſtmoreland; 
although there are certainly many Places in thoſe Diſtricts inferior to ſeveral Spots 
of the Highland Diſtrict in Cheapneſs of Fuel, Climate, and Quality of Grain; but 
vere the Duty equally laid on, and fairly collected, and the Market of the whole King- 
dom open to every Diſtiller in it, we incline to think that the Advantages would 
amply compenſate the Diſadvantages of the Highlands in the above Particulars. 


Every Perſon acquainted with the Subject, muſt know the general Predilection ſor 
Higbland Whiſkey, not only in that Country but amongſt all the middling or higher 
Claſſes in the Low Country who uſe that Spirit. It is unneceſſary here to enter into 
any Diſeuſſion, whether this Predilection be well founded; but it is ſcarce believed 
that any Perſon will diſpute the Fact, any more than that there are Numbers of pri- 

vate Families, who at this Moment are glad to pay a much higher Price per Gallon for 
ES: 7 55 | | real 
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real Highland Whiſkey, than wy aan for ang I Low cam a Which can be. 
n in THe: Marks, Ferre, * 


We ſhe. no Method, PP e de in a 7 on Mr. Grate: co the 
Right Honourable Chairman, (Appendix H. 1.) ſo likely of equalizing the Duties 


in the Lowland and Highland Diſtricts upon the fair Principles of equal Taxation, 
and leaving each in Poſſeſſion of the local Advantages their reſpective Situa- 


tion affords, as the Adoption of Stations in the latter Diſtrict ſeems to point, 


out; becauſe we know of no other Means by which the Duty in the Highlands 
could be ſecured with equal Certainty as in the Lowlands, and conſequently by 


which the Lowland Market could be opened to the Highland Diſtiller, con- 
ſidſtent with Safety to the Revenue and Juſtice to the Lowland Diftiller. It would 


then naturally become the Intereſt of every entered Highland Diſtiller, to exert 


himſelf in the Suppreſſion of illegal Diſtillation ;. and the general Advantage which 


"mult neceſſarily reſult. to the Highland Farmers by the ready Sale of their Grain, at 


an equal if not a higher Price thanit would fetch in the Low Country, and the Influx 
of Money in conſequence of the great Demand for Highland Whiſkey, which would. 
certainly take place, would, we apprehend, induce the Highland Landlords not only 
chearfully to agree to the Stations, but to exert themſelves by every. Means | in their 


Power for the Suppreſſion of illegal Diſtillation, as well as to concur in im 


zoling 


and effectuating fuch Penalties and Forfeitures as may inſure the Legiſlature, that 
what is ſo much to their Advantage ſhould not prove detrimental to the Public, 
For this End it would be neceſſary, that where illegal Diſtillation is proved to have 


taken place with his Knowledge or Connivance, not only the Tenant ſhould forfeit 


his Leaſe, together with One Year's Rent, but that the Landlord ſhould likewiſe | 


become liable in a Penalty, where it is proved that ſuch illegal Practices had been car- 
Tied on upon his Property, either with his own Knowledge or that of his Factor; the 


latter, where he is the Culprit, being always liable in the firſt Inſtance as far as his 
Property will go. As it does not occur to us that there are any other Penaltics or 


Forteitures which do not equally apply to the Low Country, we deem it unneceſſary 
to mention them under this Head, for theſe will naturally form Part of the general 


Law. We leave it to the ſuperior Judgment of the Committee, what may be the moſt 
proper Means of collecting the Senſe of the Highland Proprietors. on the Subject of 


Stations, and until we know what is agreed upon, both as to the general * 
and the particular Stations to bo ſpecified for each' County, we conſider that any fur- 


ther Remarks of ours would be + ane Wi. Aer ene to sgl Wer 1 


in”: is een under Survey nr . c 
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paſſed; and no Regulations as to Stations can take place for at leaſt a Year to come, 
all that appears to us practicable, in Addition to the preſent. Regulations, for the Sup- 


preſſion of illicit Diſtillation in the Highlands, is a vigorous and prompt Execution of 
the Law as it now ſtands, particularly that in thoſe Diſtricts where the J uſtices of the 


Peace have appeared ſo averſe to award either adequate Fines on Forfeitures, a pro- 


per Selection ſhould be made of the moſt notoriouſly fraudulent Diſtillers, and that 


they ſhould be proſecuted in the Court of Exchequer in the moſt ſpeedy and vigorous 


Manner. It is proper alſo here to add, that before any Thing effectual can be done 


with the illegal Highland Diſtillers, it will he anne neceſſary to convince them, 


by owe ſtriking and ſevere Examples, that neither their Poverty, nor des poſt : 


2 Protection, can d aten them from: erited Puniſhment. | 


Dx Jeffrwy; ſets out upon Ji Viſe to the: Weſt Highlands by. the Way of 1 0 | 
in Perthſhire, Where he obſeryed, & the old Pot faſhioned Still was pulled down 


.< and lying at the Door, and the Diſtiller was waiting the Arrival of a new flat Still 


P. 440. 


from Stirling,” - Upon this Fact we can make no other Remark, than that Appz. Diſt, 
it eee is the SHE" as ſtated laſt Task. chat the Wider? in thy, dialogs, Þ 2 Hm 


* 
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4 well as in the Intermediate Line, are gradually following the Eximple of: 
the Lowland Diſtillers in the Shape of their Stills, and Conſtruction of their 
Furnaces, but the former only when they are within the Reach of Coal. Ia 
our Opinion, although this Circumſtance tends to ſhew the great Uncertainty, 

or rather utter Impoſſibility, of levying a fair and equal Duty on Spirits by a 
Tax on Time, or by a Licence for uſing a Still, it does not follow, that ever the 
Highland Diſtillers can be put on a Footing with ons gn ac in 8 _ 
a ſpect, the Reaſons for which are obvious. e | 


r Doctor next a to Argfiettirs; ana Fn the . Colleting e Mr. , 

 Roff, he ſeems to have got a pretty accurate Account of all the Stills licenſed: within 
his Collection, rhe Bounds of which, however, are by no Means fo extenſive as the 
Doctor has ſtated them. Kintyre, the moſt populous and fertile Diftri& in Argyle- 
ſhire, with the Iflands of Bute, Arran, and Cumbraes, compoſe another collecting 
Diſtrict, no Part of which ſeems to have been viſited by the Doctor upon this Occa- 
fion. ' He ſays of Kintyre, p. 438. © It is ſuppoſed there are unlicenſed Stills there, 
though none have been detected.“ In this Caſe, as in many others; the Doctor 
ſpeaks merely from Conjecture ; the Fact is, there are Three licenſed Stills in this Col- 
lection, viz. in the Ifland of Bute. There were a great many in Kintyre before the late 
additional Duty took place; but none ſince, They then gave up in a Kind of a 
Pet; ſeveral of them wiſhed to begin again afterwards ; but as the Commiſſioners 
of Exciſe could not allow them, unleſs they paid Duty from the Commencement of 
the Licence Year, they did not, and the Conſequence has been (as ſtated by Mr. 
Mackenzie, Collector, in N' 11. of Report 27th February 1799, Pages 208 and 209.) 
chat illicit Diſtillation has been carried on lately in Kintyre to an amazing Extent, is 
encouraged by the Landholders, and not ſuppreſſed by the Juſtices. In January 
laſt, Mr. Leven detected a private Diſtiller in the Town of Campbeltown; and he 
then obſerved, that a great many ſuch Detections had been made by the Officers 
there, and that a great many Stills, and confiderable Quantities of Spirits and Malt, 
had been ſe ized by them in Kintyre, which is confirmed by Mr. Mackenzie, who 
ſays, Page 208, * Collector and Officers exert themſelves to ſuppreſs the Uſe of pri - 
< vate and unlicenſed Stills, and have made almoſt innumerabie nen and 
a Seizures of Stills, Vrenfils, en and Spüle . 


5 75 uneit Diſtillation i in Iflay, Mr. Rob has cee thi Doctor Ft officially 
fling; Page 208, ( that it is carried on-there openly and avowedly, and to a great 
« Exteat, being countenanced by the whole Inhabitants, amounting to 1c, ooo, 
« and 4,000 Bolls of Barley being Annually raiſed; but that though every Means 
« for its Suppreſſion have been uſed by Four Officers ſtationed in Iflay, without 

4 the Aid of Military they cannot be effectual.“ We cannot but think that where 
there are Four Officers ſtationed, though chiefly for the Frevention of Fraud, wg 
: Reyenve muſt alſo hb been got, egg from Malt. 5 


Dr: J effray i 15 alfo atticipard by Mr. Roſs, who ſtares, og «in 0 Ju ura, cores : 
Mull, and Skyer ne is eee Gritty loin and a ber den 0 6 not much 4 10 
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| The DoRor 400 f ſites * wo kt hi was ed 4 a een ve a the | 
Weſt Highlands was ſupplied with Spirits from Ferrintoſh ; left the Committe: 
ſhould think it a Want of Management or Attention, that ſuch large Quantities of 


ET ſmuggled Spirits are allowed to be manufactured in any one Place, Mr. Leven has 


to obſerve, that in Argyleſhire, Perthſhire, and che Southern Counties, all the Spirits 
brought from any Part of the Shires of Inverneſs, Roſs, or Nairn, are called Fer- 
nintoſh Spirits; but he knows from Experience, that Ferrintoſh is naturally a very 
unſavourable Situation for carrying on Diſtillery, as the Grain produced there is not 


plwKkbenty; and they have no Peats but TER Eous acroſs the River Conan, at a Diſ- 


n Six or Seven Miles. 


Dr, 


Dr. Jeffray gives it as his Opinion, from his own Obſervation, and'the Informa- 
tion of others, that the Highlanders are improving in the Art of rapid Diftilla- 
tion: In this Opinion we have already concurred, and it is but natural to ſuppoſe, 
that a Highlander as well as a Lowlander, will endeavour to make the moſt of his 
Situation; nor is it to be doubted that he will avail himſelf of every Art and Mean 
in his Power to evade Duties, even at ſome Riſk of producing a worſe Quality of 
Spirit. We do not ſay that the Highland Diſtillers in general are not diſpoſed to 
work faſt; and we have juſt given the Reaſon. why they are ſo; neither do we 
deny that ſome of them might work faſter than they now do, without i injuring th= 
Quality of their Manufacture; but we feel no Difficulty in giving it as our Opi- 
nion, that rapid Diſtillation can never be carried on generally in the real Highlands 
to that Extent, or nearly upon the ſame Footing, and to that Advantage, as it can 
be done at moſt of the Diltilteries 4 in the Lowlands ; of courſe that the real Highland 
Diſtiller cannot afford to pay the ſame Rate of Licence Duty with the Lowland: 
Diiſtiller. We alſo doubt very much if it is at all practicable, or even poſlible, to 

appropriate the Licence Duty, ſo as to put every Part of the Country on an equal 
Footing, and to allow a free Market in the Lowlands for Highland Whiſky, This 
Freedom we conceive cannot be admitted, till an equal Duty ſhall be made to attach 
on the Spirits diflilled in all Parts of the Country. It ſeems, therefore, obvious to 
us, that if all are to have the ſame Market, all muſt pay the ſame Rate of Duty? 
and that ſuch Part of the Country as aſks an Exemption from this Rule, ought at 
jeaſt to be contented to reſtrif& the Conſumption of its Manufacture to that parti - 
cular Diſtrict, and religiouſly to obſerve this Reſtriction, On the other Hand, we: 
ſhould think it hard if not unjuſt, if che Highland Diſtricts are willing to pay an ou - 
Duty upon the Manufacture, that becauſe from their Situation and local Diſadvan 
they are not able to pay an equal Tax with their Neighbours, upon the Time ſup- 
poſed to be ſufficient to produce a certain Quantity of Spirits, they ſhould therefore 2 
not be allowed to carry the Buſineſs on to that Extent, which their Situation and 
Circumſtances may render eligible. It ſeems then very apparent, that this deſirable 
End can be accompliſhed only by charging the Duties in that Manner, that ſhall, 
without Regard to Time, or che Bulk or Meaſure of the N ated N 
the manufactured Commodity.” Sn K F ; 


ph B 5 2 


GENERAL OBSERVATION. 
1 

3 Upon hs Whole, and e following Dr. Jeffray FE Sn his various 
Ideas, Schemes, and theoretical Opinion, none of which appear to us very prac- 
tical, or likely to anſwer the great End in View, namely, a productive, equal, and 
permanent Diſtillery Licence Law; and having often, and very much of late revolved 
in our Minds what Improvements might be made in the different Branches of the 
Revenue, particularly chat more immediately under the Conſideration of the Com- 
mittee, we would now ſubmit what has occurred to us as the beſt and leaft objec - 
tionable Means of accompliſhing this End, having in View, iſt. The higheſt Duty 
the Spirits could bear without raiſing the ſelling Price, ſo as to encourage — | 
2dly. Its being impoſed in ſuch a 1 as the Revenue may be impartially and 
effectually — and adly. As it may beſt anſwer the Purpoſes of Agriculture, 
and at the ſame Time leave the Trader a at deer Libery co tay Economy and 
vs AGE: improving bis Mal" Tarot 3200 Sho” 


aw to. the pit Pei, we are cleady af 8 Goon dein 
Ces nen in Scotland, could well ben Duty of 25. 6 d. dg” 


Ten over Proof, if not 3.5: and that the Duty ſhould be the ſame upon hat 


in every Part of the Kingdom, without any ee or Allowance: on de 
of Situation, or we or other Inconveniencies. In this RT every Trader ought 7 
1 8 A. | to 
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to chuſe for himſelf, and carry on Buſineſs to that Extent his Sie and 
Situation can with Propriety admit of. In the Highlands, we do not conceive it 
practicable to carry on Diſtillation to any great Extent, as they have neither Grain 
nor Conſumption for it; and we do not think it political or proper to encourage 
the carrying of Grain there from the Low Country to be diſtilled. Mr. Leven is 
erfeftly convinced from what he has ſeen, and been informed, that more than One 
Half of the Spirits diſtilled in the Highlands, are from Grain or Male 827 77 from 
the Intermediate or Lowland Diſtricts. 


On the Second and Third Coullderatiohs, nantely; how the Duty can be impoſed, 
ſo as to be equally and effectually collected, the Purpoſes of Agriculture anſwered, 
and the Trader left at Liberty to ſtudy Economy and Improvement, we are ſatis- 
fied theſe Ends can only be attained by a Syſtem of Survey, ſuch as is ſuggeſted, 
and may be afterwards improved or amended. - By the Plan of Survey referred. 
to, the Tax being not upon Time but on the Manufacture, rapid and flow 
' Diſtillation will be equally affected with the Duty ultimately impoſed on the Spirits 
produced; and as the Duty will thereby not affect ee the Bulk of the Grain, 
or the Quantity of the Waſh, but alſo, and more particularly the Weight, 
Strength, or intrinſic Value of both, the Highland Diſtiller who chuſes to work 
Dow, ſeldom, and with light Grain, and weak Waſh, will only pay at the fame 
Rate of Duty upon the Spirits made by him, as the Lowland Diftiller will do 
who may chuſc to work falt, e and i aw Grain, and ens or concen- 
en gg Walk... . 


"TAX oN RAW GRAIN DISTILLED, p. 447- 


The Epe of this Tax (which has had Exiſtence only ſince the Toth of | 
: Aren laſt) and the Effects that may be ns 4 it, can wad be N Judged 
of after ſome longer Experience. Fa NN | <p 
COMMENCEMENT or. THE LICENCE YEAR, R 


1 Dr. Jeffray ſeems to think it would be of Advantage to the Diſtiller, that his | 


10 ſhould commence from the 10th of October, or rather from the 10th of 


November Annually, we cannot ſee any Objection whatever to this Meaſure on the 
Part of the Revenue; and therefore we are inclined to think it proper to be adopted, 
not only in the Lowlands, but alſo in the Highlands; for it would be attended with 
much Convenience at leaſt, if not with ſome Benefit, that al RR Hennen n 
e eee. 7 2 


| CONNECTION or Dis TIL N WITH AGRICULTURE, eee 


0 is Subject there is One Point which Dr. Jeffray has not taken any Notice | 
| Boy It is «the Connection betwixt the Farmer and the Diltiller, or betwixt the Market ; 
for Grain and the Market for S 
It has been faid, (Mr. Srzix's Firſt Memorial, page 287, Paragraph itt. 
I That they who dread that the great Diſtillers may obtain a general Monopoly 
of Grain by the Continuance of the Licence Syſtem, have only to conſider, 

that the Independence of the Farmer is always the Conſequence of a great and re- 
_ gular Demand for Grain ; and accordingly, 2d. That the Diſtiller working againſt 
Time, is occaſionally very much in the Power of the Farmer, and would be ſo con- 

- tinually but for the Reſource of Importation: 3d. That Exportation to all Parts 

- [of Great Britain, together with the immenſe Confumption of Barley in Scotland as 
an Article of Food, not to mention the Brewery, is a further Security for the Farmer; 
And it is added, e e eee el b. of the 
2 ps ann, 1 98 A 
: 5, We 


.. 
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We perfectly agree, that the Independence of the Farmer is certainly the Con- 
ſequence of a great and regular Demand for Grain; and if the Farmer had the ſame 
Power of finding a Market, provided he and the Diſtiller did not agree as to the 
Price of his Grain, which the latter has by his own Avowal in the Reſource of Im- 
portation, they would certainly be on an equal Footing: But it muſt be obſerved, 
that though the Exportation of Barley to all Parts of Great Britain is open to the 

Scotch Farmer, it will be ſeen from the Cuſtom Houſe Books that this is no Re- 
lief to him, which the almoſt conſtant Loſs which has attended every Attempt on 


his Part to export Barley to England, as can be proved by the moſt reſpectable 


Authority, will corroborate; and this from the very obvious Reaſon that he is An- 
nvally underſold in his own Market, by a very great Importation from England, 
particularly for the Brewery. We do not mean to ſay, that the Engliſh Grain is 
bought at a leſs Price per Buſhel or Quarter, by the Scotch Brewer, but that it ulti- 
mately proves cheaper to him, otherwiſe he certainly would not purchaſe it. The 


Conſumption of Barley in Scotland, as an Article of Food, is certainly very great 


in ſome Diſtricts ; but it 1s to be remembered, that what is conſumed in this Manner, 
bas no more Connexion with the Subject in queſtion, than the Quantity uſed for 
Seed, it being the Surplus which comes to Market, after anſwering theſe primary 


Demands, which can either go to the Brewer or Diſtiller; and we heſitate not to ſay, 
that it would be much for the Happineſs and Proſperity of the Country at large, 


if by any Regulations of the Legiſlature, the Demands of the former for Barley, 
bore, a much greater Proportion than they at preſent unfortunately do to thoſe of 


the latter. At preſent, however, the Market for Scotch Barley is limited to the 


Demand of the one or the other; and for the inferior Quality entirely to the Diſtil- 
ler. With Regard to the Sentiments of the Farmers themſelves on this Subject, 
« which, it is ſaid, they have frequently in the moſt public Manner expreſſed,” we 
are perfectly aware, that to ſerve a particular Purpoſe, a few intereſted or miſ- 


guided Individuals in a Corner may have been induced to give it as their Opinion, | 


in a public Advertiſement, that the Intereſt of the licenſed Diftiller and Farmer 


were inſeparable ; but that this is the Opinion of the reſpectable Farmers in Scot- 
land at large, or even of any great Proportion of them, we from our own Know- 
ledge of their Sentiments, as well as their good Senſe, poſitively deny; and in par- 
_ ticular we aver, that in that Diſtrict which ſupplies the Exportation from Perth to 


| Montroſe inclufive, and which comprehends ſo very great a Portion of the Barley 


conſumed in the Lowland Diſtillery, there is not to be found Two Farmers, of reſpec- 


able Character, who do not agree with us in what we now ſtate on this Subject. 


7 ; If the fume Quantity of Barley is conſumed under the Survey as under the Li- 
cence, which, if the ſelling Price be the ſame, muſt undoubtedly be the Cafe, the 
great Queſtion with the Scotch Farmer is, under which of the Two he 1s moſt 


8 likely to get the beſt Price for his Barley ? If the Licence Duty 1s continued, it 


ſeems generally agreed (notwithſtanding what has been above aſſerted) and we 


believe with Juſtice, that the Whole of the Lowland Dibillesy muſt center in 
u 


the Hands of the few Individuals who have Capital and Credit ſufficient to enable 
them to advance the high Duty on the Content of the Still; by this Means, they 
of courſe become the only Buyers of that Portion of the Low Country Barley 
conſumed in the Diſtillery; ſuppoſe they enter into a Combination not to give above 
a certain Price, at which the Farmers are unwilling to ſell; they have only to import 


from England, what may be neceſſary to keep their Stills at work, until within a few | 
Weeks of the Time the Rents of the Farmers become due, and as they have no Com- 


| petitors, they are then certain that the Price may be almoſt of their own making. On 


the other Hand, were the Duty levied by Survey, under a permanent Law, it is 


evident, that no Combination of the Diſtillers to fix the Price of Barley can be 
effectual, as the Farmers in every Diſtrict where a large Quantity of Grain is aiſed, 
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will find People ready to erect Diſtilleries on the Spot, which will not only create a 
Competition, but will have the additional Advantage of ſaving them the Freight and 
Commiſſion they are now ſaddled with in the Diſpoſal of their Grain, beſides the 
Benefit of retaining the Manure, and the fair Profit upon the Manufacture in their own 
Diſttict. Mr. Graham here particularly alludes to that Part of the Country, from 
Perth to Montroſe incluſive, which Annually exports Grain to an Amount, that would 
produce at leaſt Two Millions of Gallons of Spirits, almoſt the Whole of which is 
conſumed in that Manufacture, and in which Diftri& there is not at preſent a ſingle 
entered Still. The Engliſh Diſtillers, naturally attentive to their Intereſt, have taken 
Care that Spirits from Scotland ſhall be ſo loaded with Duties, as to ſecure them 
againſt all Competition in their own Market from that Quarter ; yet the Landed 
Intereſt of Scotland ſeem not to have been aware, that by the Importation of Engliſh 
Grain, of ſuch ſuperior Quality, under the Advantage of paying only Half the Malt 
Duty, which it is ſuppoſed, and is known to be able to bear (and it is evident that 
only the beſt Quality will be imported) the Conſumption of this Grain, in as far as it 
is uſed in the Diſtillery, is entirely confined to their limited Market, which muſt have 
the ſame Tendency to injure their Intereſt, as the Importation of Scotch Spirits at a 
jower Duty than is paid in England, would have to injure the Intereſts of the Engliſh 
Diſtillers. Were the Malt Duty impoſed upon all Grain uſed in the Scotch Diſtil- 
leries, to be laid on by Weight in place of Meaſure, and that the fame Mode of 
levying the Duties were adopted in Scotland as in England, and the Engliſh Mar- 
ker opened for Scotch Spirits, it would undoubtedly be oreatly for the Intereſt of the 
Scotch Landholders and Farmers, to agree to the Malt Duty, in as far as relates to 
Grain conſumed in the Diſtillery, being the ſame in both Countries; and it is not 
eaſy to perceive what Argument can be brovght againſt the Adoption of this Plan, 
that does not equally apply to confining the Conſumption of the Whole of the Soap, 
Leather, Glaſs, and other exciſeable Commodities manufactured in Scotland to that 


ountry.. 
623 1 | 8 
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On the Connection of diſtilling with Agriculture, Dr. Jeffray ſtates, (Page 451) 
ec that 30.0co Acres are rendered productive by Means of the Manure derived 
* from the Low Country Diſtillery ;''—We beg to aſk, if a Boll of Grain produces 
any more Manure by being manufactured by the Diſtiller than it would by being 
uſed.as Food for Man or Cattle, or in the Brewery, or any other of the common 


= 


Modes of Conſumption ;—or if the ſame Quantity of Manure would not probably 


produce the ſame Quantity of Corn if diſperſed over the whole Diſtricts where the 
Barley originally grew, as it would do when concentrated. on the Farms of the Diſ- 
tillers, at the ſame Time that the Freight and Carriage to the Amount of many 
h.... EX 7 oo” 


om fo. | Loan % / ̃ô˙˙—. cam. 
© We have now only to add to the Obſervations before ſubmitted on Dr. Jeffray's 

Report, that although we have endeavoured throughout to refer to the Pages 
of big Memorial as it has been printed, our Obſervations were made on its Text | 
2s read to the Committee from Time to Time berwixt the gth Day of May and 
roth Day of June Inſtant; therefore if there are any material Alterations betwixt 
the original Manuſcript and the printed Copy, having not ſeen them in Time, or 
had Opportunity to conſider them as they ought, we cannot upon theſe offer any 


An: Apology allo is due for the Length of, and (we are afraid) for the many 
DefeRs in the Remarks we have taken the Liberty to make. ' Theſe have been c- 


 cafioned by the great Detail of Matter into which Dr. Jeffray has gone, upon a full | 
"Fu | | = . 
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Conſideration of the [Subj est Goce the firſt Appointment. of the Commits. and 
by the Shortneſs of the Time * which (amidſt . many Interruptions) we have had 
ſince his Papers were read and delivered to us, to digeſt the various Ideas he has very 
ingeniouſly thrown out, and to collect and arrange the Materials both in Point of Rea- 

| ſoniog- and of Fact, for ſuch Obſervations: as ſeemed eſſentially requiſite for us to 

make thereon, and which have been thus haſtily, with great ebenen 2500 Ae mo | 
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Abe Memorialiſt, in a very Woiteble Manner, Hires his Site; and he Intereſt 

he may have in the Iſſue of the Buſineſs now before the Committee; and as the Re- En 
ſult of an Experience of a Number of Years, and an extended Acquaintance with P. 278. 
the Diſtillery under every Form of Regulation,“ he gives a decided Opinion, . 
ec that a ſimple Licence upon the Still is the only Mode of Taxation by which the Dh 
% Revenue could be ſecured, and the Manufacturer protected and adds, © it was by 
vA Miſtake to ſuppoſe that a Conjunction of the Survey with the Licence would 3 
ec unite the Advantages of both Modes, becauſe the great and ſalutary Influence of 

*< the Licence proceeded entirely from the Excluſion of the Survey; in fact they 

ec are quite incongruous, and by attempting to blend them you will ſecure nothing 

« but their Defects, for yeu will preſerve nothing of the Licence but the Celerit 7 

«« of working, which is the principal Objection that has ever been urged againſt it; 

t and you will retain the Whole and unmitigated Evil of the "Smowtink, which 1s 

e inſeparable from the Survey.” It is to be regretted, that every Syſtem of Survey . 
yet introduced has been defective; but we cannot omit to obſerbe that the Licence © 3 

Syſtem has by no Means proved a compleatly perfect one: It has only indicated in 

Part, the vaſt Powers of a Still, and ſhewn the immenſe Quantities of Spirits that 

can be produced, and the Comparatively trifing Duties which have been paid upon 

them. It does not follow, however, that neither Syſtem can be improved; and we 

are perſuaded, that the Committee will ere new have ſeen chat they can, and that the 

Meaſure is very practicable. Although Mr. Stein ſeems to think * there is ſearce 

« 4 Check which the Ingenuity -of Man can deviſe, that was not adopted to render 

e the Syſtem. of Survey effectual during the many Years it continued,“ we hope 

he may come to form a different Opinion, after peruſing what has been ſtated in this 

Report; and we are convinoed, that neither the Ingenuity of the Diſtiller in evading 
Duties, nor the Sagacity-of the Revenue ee dereting's or 1 i. n £2 
he any Means yer n een „ 8 5 


Mr. Stk obſerves, chat . theſe . ki chet Englith Ditillery for a an \ Avia. 
ment in favour of Survey, in the firſt: place beg the Queſtion, by aſſuming that the : 
„ « Duty is well collected in that Manufacture. We are certainly bound to ſuppoſe, 
that the Duty is at leaſt equally ſecured in the Engliſh/ Diſtillery, for the Diſtillers' 
do not complain of one F But we do not only uſe the Diſtillery, but the 
Brewery, and every other Article under the Exciſe Survey, as an Argument in fa- 
vour of that Syſtem. Indeed, we think that the Brewery and Diſtillery Duties 
NOT! and 5 we'd; be 15 in a BY Ys eons . d viz. LY. a Sony. on | 
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8 Pe EO on this Geest ERS hk Dr. Jeffrhy's 8 * Sv e to r . 
of Two Dittillers ; the one of whom had an Opportunity of preparing his Materials timeouſly, and 
diſtilling them off flowly, and ſo to produce an excellent Spirit, according to ſome Opinions; —hile 
the other bas been obliged to force on his Proceſs, and to diftii in che moſt rapid Manner, by waich, | 

e to other IR he could not e 1 A 110 8 or N ba ne - 
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the Materials, the Malt and Grain, and the Quality of the Worts and Waſh 
As to the Diſtillery being in fewer Hands in England than it is in Scotland, we 
anſwer, this is very much owing to the following Circumſtance ; in England, the Du- 
ties on Spirits are very high, and with Danger and Difficulty evaded; in Scotland, 
the Duties were ſo low, and even by the preſent Licence Syſtem ſo eaſily evaded 
or diminiſhed, that every Body became Diſtillers, although totally 1 ignorant of the 
Principles upon which the Buſineſs ought to be conducted; but if a fair and pro- 
per Rate cf Duty was impoſed, and a well regulated Syſtem adopted for colleQing 
it, we can have no doubt that the Trade would ſoon fall into the Hands of thoſe 
only who had ſufficient Capital and practical Knowledge for carrying it on, and which 
Event we do believe would tend much to the IgE = ne N the 


Trade, and the Country ee, 7 24 7.1 


Upon de Two Syſtems of Survey ind e we haye already ſaid fo much, that 
wee think it only neceſſary farther to remark, that we admit the former Regulations 
under the Survey Syſtem. were inadequate to the compleat and effectual Security 
of the Revenue; but we apprehend that thoſe now propoſed, would, if adopted, almoſt 

if not altogether, have that defirable and ſalutary Effect; and we do not imagine it 
poſlible, that ever the Duties can either be ſs equally or ſo effectually ſecured by any 
Mode of pure Licence Syſtem yet known. Celerity of working a Still, although 
not the leſt Objection, is by no Means the only one to the Licence Syſtem. It 
has not, and perhaps cannot be known what the exact Powers of a Still are; and 
till then, no 15 Duty can be impoſed, or a certain Revenue depended on. As a 
Tax upon Time, many Evils attend it; among which are a loſs of Grain, and 
an immenſe Waſte of Fuel, being obliged to go on working whether there is a Con- 
ſfumption for the Spirits or not, and in a very ſew Parts of the Country only can 
the Buſineſs be carried on with equal Advantage. With an obvious View to throw 
F. 282. Ridicule upon the Survey Syſtem, Mr. Stein ſtates, © it perverted the Genius and 
__ <. Indyſtry, of the Diſtiller from che Improvement of his Manufacture, to the Means 
« of bribing and deceiving the Officers, and occaſioned infinite Loſs by the Irregu- 

< larity conſequent on ſuch a Derangement of Things. The Waſh was often 

« neceſſarily uſed before it was properly ſermented, and frequently became acid 

„ by Delay. Sometimes it was impoſſible to avoid a Mixture of diffetent Ages, 
« andi at different Stages of Fermentation. There certainly was no legal or neceſ- 
vary Obligation on the Diſtiller to commit all this Villainy a>d Abuſe of Property ;: 
: it Vas mere inherent Averſion to the juſt and fair Payment of Duties. The Law | 
5 has provided, that whoever ſhall bribe or attempt to bribe a Revenue Officer, is to 
5 be ſeverely puniſhed ; and the Uſe of the Saccharometer will, in our Apinion, very 
, effeQually- ee che Practice of mixing Waſh in different Stages of the Manu- 
| facture; which, as has already been ſtated, was the greateſt Source: of Fraud under- 
bk - me former Survey Syſtem. In favour of the Licence S yſtem, Mr. Stein ſtates, 
| < that it was all at once attended with the happieſt Effect, by which we appre- 
hend is meant, that the Diſtillers were then almoſt freed from every legal Reſtraint, 
. and were left at full Liberty to ſtudy every Art by which they might evade or 
| diminiſh their Duties; and by ſelling their Spirits at a very low Price, might force 
an extraordinary and an immoderate Conſumption of them in the Country. Theſe 
Effects were but too evident, en an . 22 72 2 ns e 1 
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1 Mr. Leven has ſuggeſted a Remedy. They may be all printed as Bank Notes 

_—- are, for Quantities — 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, &c. &c. Gallons, and C One given with 
every Caſk: It would only be neceffary 17 5 eaſily effected) that Diſtillers ant 
Traders ſhould be reſtricted to uſe Caſks, only of certain Contents. This would put 


it out of the Power of an Officer to act colluſively in that Reſpect.— As to the Spirit 
Dealers keeping Books, and the Penalties for countenancing the Smuggzler, I” to 
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ſee à preceding Article, Foreign Smiggling; Pige 430. Ape the Mode of elle 
che Malt Duty, propoſed” by Mr. Stein, Mr. Leven thinks, that the Copy of the 
Officer's Survey, left in the Malt Barn; called a Specimen Paper, is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary; and that no Check Officer: could make a proper Survey without ſecing this 
Specimen Paper, or the Officer's Book; for; beſides taking an Account of the Num- 
Her of the depending Operations, it is neceflary ſtrictly to obſerve in what Stage of 
the Proceſs each is, and to compare that with the Time when put into and taken out 
of the Ciſtern, ſo as to prevent or detect the running of a Steep, i. e. taking away an 
old Floor and ſubſtituting a young one in its place, without inereaſing the Number 
of Floors; and the Houts the Grain has been in or out of the Ciſtern can only be 
known by the Specimen Paper, or the Officer's Book, in which the Notices are in- 
ſerted. To diſcontinue the Uſe of this Paper is what a fraudulent Maltſter might 
wiſh, becauſe then a very great Check both upon him and his Officer would be re- 
moved. Courſing Officers are now employed where they are found neceſſary; and 
Permits for removing Malt, as well as ſoine Regulations reſpecting Still Makers, are 
recommended in practical Obſervations annexed, Page 541. As to Regulations for 
gauging Stills, ſee Appx. Diſt. Rep. 1798, Page 244 andas to Export Malt, we agree 
with Mr. Stein in thinking, that the Duties ſhould be paid in the Fart Inſtance; and 
if judged proper they may, under certain Regulations, be drawn back upon 1 . 
tion. 2 his would undoubtedly tend to pag? e e of the Nevenue,” e 


55 Silt Eotidelves « the Anu 
* to 10 O. P. to be about 3, , οο Gallens;“ and that “ each Gallon of the 
C Capacity of a Still can be made to yield per Annum of Spirits of that Strength 
« 1,620 Gallons; conſequently the Conſumption would requite a Licence of 5 5 
ce equal to 2, 160 Gallons;“ and he ſays; that C. 162. of Duty en each Gallon 
Annum, would yield L. 349,920. which: would be equal to To Shillings per Gal bn! 
on the Spirits. Some of the moſt confiderable Diſtillers have ſignified to Mr. Leven, 
that they believed about 5,006,000 of Gallons was the yraeyal: Annual Conſumption 
of Spirits in the Lowlands; fay; howevery only 4,600,000 (and we do not think this 
Eſtimate too high): Upon that datum we calculate thus: Each Gallon of à Still 
will; at the preſent general Rate of working of a Boll per Gallon per Day, and fup- 
poſing on 84 Gallons of Spirits 1 to 10 O. P. from che Boll, yield in a Year, 
or in 30% Days, 2,5 50 Gallons, conſequently the laſt-mentioned Conſumption” would 
uire a Licence of Stills equal to 1,568 Gallons; on each Gallon of Still a Duty 
of [.255. per Annum would yield L. 399-993- ſay C. 406,000, which is equal to Two © 
Shillings per Gallon on the Spitits; and is, in our Judgment, 64: per Gallon” leſs 
Duty than ought to be impoſed. If the Committee ſhall be of che ſame C Opinion, the 
Tables hereto annexed will ſhew Me Rite Ane e bh egi. on org I of 
8. Sell o Ee he eg ro that 1 + 158 
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The fubſecqueti Part of this Paper and the Scoot Mentiat of Toy May, Tg 
which we do not offer any Remarks, are intended to ſignify to the Committee; that 
Mr. Stein, and the Trade in general, are exceedingly anxious for the pure Licence 
Syſtem, and 1 impatient. of the preſent Shilling Duty on the Spirits ;; and that if they do 
not obtain their Wiſhes as to theſe re. they will claim the Benefit of the Artieles 
of the Union, and . to be i 1 che ng 1 e Rh the ab Diſtillers 
in all Reſpects. 23233 75 7 3 55 5 „%„„ Went 4 585 A 
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7 FALKIRK MEETING OF. 7 DISTILUERS 1 
By ik it and 2d Reſolutions, theſe Diſtillers admit, that the Dune . 
A oper HINGE of Taxation, and they ſay they © will frankly and candidly give 
every Information and Aid in their Power to enable the Legiſlature to frame an 
4. equitable, juſt, and permanent Diſtillery Law: In no Part of their Paper, how- 
c ver, have we been able to diſcover that Candour and Aid ſo TOOK offered: The 
| 5 888 
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whole Tenor of their Reſolotions appear to us to Pry in view: the imprefing. the 
Committee with an Abhorrence Of the Survey, and an Admiration of their fa- 


vourite and pure Licence Syſtem. But having already detained the Committee too 


long with our Obſervations on the Reports of Dr. Jeffray and Mr. Stein, who have 
really touched upon every material Point to be found in the other Papers preſented 
to them by individual Piſtillers, or by che General Meetings of them at Edinburgh 
and Falkirk, we would deem it equally improper as unneceſſary to add to the great 


Length of this Paper, by giving detailed Obſervations on each of theſe Perform- 


ances; we ſhall therefore | confine. ourſelves to a very few general Remarks, J 
particularly applicable to thoſe Points upon which we as not. 0G an O'S 


5 * 18. any. Vacs; or RITES our n 


The Mecting ay, « with regard to the Dead 3 — the Members af 
4 « this Meeting have ſtated their Seatiments ro Dr. Jeffray of Glaſgow, who, inhis official 
Connection with the Scots Diſtillers, has favoured the Meeting with his Preſence, and 
ce whois requeſted to communicate their Sentiments to Government: Theſe Senti- 
ments we now learn (if they are thoſe communicated by Dr. Jeffray) were, that tie Quan- 
tum of Duty ſhould be . 162. on the Gallon of the Still; or, in other Words, 


only Oxe Shilling and Three Pence an the Gallon of the Spirits 1 to 10 O. P.; for by Dr. 


Jeffray's own Account, and we. believe it the Fact, J. 54. on the Gallon of the 
Still, is only, now, about 54. on the Gallon of Spirits. The laſt Duty under the 
Survey. Syſtem 1784 was 5d. on. the Gallon: of the Waſh. - Now ſuppolingwhar i is 
generally believed to be the Caſe, that a Still runs a Boll of Grain into Spirits | in a 
Day ſor every Gallon of its Content, and that the Diſtiller concentrated his Waſh 
to 80 inſtead of 100 Gallons from a Boll; and that ſuch Waſh was to produce 10 
Gallons of Spirits, gd. on the Gallon of Waſh wauld be equal to J. 500. on the 
Gallon of the Still, or 35. 4d. on the Gallan of the eee e the whole 
Myſtery is e xplained, the Secret expoſed, and the Cauſe clearly ſhewn why the Diſ- 


tillers OO averſe. to and fearful. gn 2a Survey Syſtem, and ſo very anxious and 


zealous in their Endeavours to obtain à pure Licenge Syſtem. In Confirmation of 
this Idea Mr. Lev to ſtate what occured to himſelf. about two Years 
ago: A Diſtiller (nat the leaſt diſti in the late Meetings at Falkirk and. 


Edinburgh) complained to him, that the Diſtillers at Canon Mills and Lochrin, 
were producing much greater Qvantities of Spirits, in proportion to their Entry, 


than he was able or could do ; and that they were ſelling at lower Prices than he could 
afford. Mr. Leven adviſed him to get all thoſe Diſtillers, who were in a ſimilar 
Situation, to join in an Application to Government, to have the Diſtillery put again | 
under Survey, as the moſt likely Plan to place al Diſtillers. upon an equal. Footing: 

No, be ſaid, he was afraid 3 that, for a ſew Pounds. on the Gallon of the Still 
had a good Show, but was little ſelt on the Spirits; whereas the fer Pence. that 

Govemment would probably think of laying on the Waſh, would operate as a pretty 
high Duty on the Spirits; and on that Account he would rather wiſh the Licence 
Syſtem to neee! and. *r Sm — r ene in Ro AE. wed ee 
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The only Part of this Statement, not already taken Notice of i in / His e 
.Obſervations, is that which propoſes ſome very uſeful Regulations in regard o 
ſk Es &c.— 9 — fully diſcuſſed under that Head i in 1 . 7. 
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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS; arranged Ainet the re= © 


ſpective Heads of ExnTaizs, Cngcks | ro PREVENT aud Rxvxuvr 
 Oxyichnd, &c. &c. 22S 7 PER | | 


FN 


/ 


EN III on e e 


EVERY Perſon propofing to manufacture, deal in, or retail any exciſeable # 


Goods, ſhould, prior thereto, make a true and particular Entry in Writing, at the 


neareft Exciſe Office, of all the Places and Utenſils intended to be uſed for that 


Purpoſe ; and upon Oath declare the Property of the Work, and on whoſe Ac- 
count the Buſineſs propoſed is to be carried on; and no Perſon to make ſuch 
Entries, who is not found qualified in reſpe& of Age, Circumſtances, Character, &c.. 
This Regulation would prevent fictitious Names, or Perſons having neither Subſtance 


nor Reputation, from Wa e to 2 7 en ul be 7 in e of of 


the Revenue. 


23 


* 


„ 85 CHECKS ro PREVENT | FRAUD. | 


- Every Trader, independent of the Licence or other Duties on | 888850 of 7 


is Manufacture or Buſineſs, ſhould pay a certain Sum as Entry Money. The 
Sum may be regulated by the Nature and Exrent of his Buſineſs; for Inſtance, a 


Diſtiller may pay Five or Ten Shillings for every Gallon of his Still or Stills : | 
Brewers, Soapers, Chandlers, Starchmakers, Tanners, and Maltſters, &c. a certain, 


Sum, according to the Size and N umber of their Coppers, 285 Vats, Ciſterns, dec. : 


9 


adly. Any Trader convicted of having evaded Duties in an illegal Manner to the | 
Amount of L. or that ſhall be detected i in and convicted of any Fraud upon 
the Revenue, ſhall forfeit ſuch Entry and Entry Money; and neither he, ſhe, or 


they, or any Perſon whatever, ſhall bo allowed to re-enter or to carry on the former 
Buſineſs, for the Space of Three Months from ms Date of the nter by. Which 
Hr: former Entry became ge 5 


1 r 


2 All 0 5 for £ ring Duties Gal POLY 95 cdl in 5 vt Saves N 
of the Manufacture; it will ever be ad ys diffcule ee to fecure the 


Revenue upon finiſhed Goods. 
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4rhly. Wherever practicable, Stack would be 1 upon ty exciſcable Goda, = 
and theſe 49 be accompanied with, a Permit in the Removal, and forfeited if found 


Fo r without one. This Regulation ſeems very neceſſary to the better ſecur- 
e Duties on Soaps Peine and Hair Powder, Candles, re and . t 5 
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 Gthly. All Permits, eſpecially for Britiſh Spirits, ould be printed for Ten Gal- 
'Jons only and upwards, and increaſing as above ſtared. Outgoing and Counter 
Parts of Permits, by being printed in the ſame Manner, and a Permit made requi- 
ſite for every Caſk, weuld prove; an effectual Bar to any Colluſion with Officers in 
e. Permits, and the e of the Spirits only would e to be in- 
dor . . . 


REVENUE. OFFICERS. NY 


l 7 he Officers bfBxciſe ſhould have. liberal Salaries, Accra to ar e 

tive Stations. In Scotland they are much too low at preſent. It is believed it 
would ultimately tend much to the Advantage of the Revenue if they were placed 
in a more reſpectable Situation, and rendered more independent of any pecuniary 
Aid from Diſtillers or other Traders. | 


2dly. It is now required that alt Revenue Officers, prior to their blog admitted 
to act as ſuch, ſhall take the vſual Daths to His Majeſty and His Government, as 
alſo the Oath of Office; yet it is apprehended the latter may be too often omitted, 
notwithſtanding a Certificate to that Effect may have been obtained. Many goof! 
Effects might enſue were a new and particular Form of an' Oath of Office intro- 
_ duced, and ſuch Oath: ſolemnly adminiſtered to all Revenue Officers, by and in the 
Preſence'of a Superior of the Department, who ſhould certify” the ame on the 
Back of the Certificare of 88 to the W Ke. 5 | 


= 


nd 1754 Abilities ; Ind no > Officer ſhould be ciel without a K 2 and i 
then found to have acted improperly or unfaithfully, he ſhould be cenſured or pro- 
. ceeded againft according to the Circumſtances, .of the. Caſe, and having been once 
2 e ö never r be tr moat into the 1 © ny e whatever, 
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- "gig No Ln 6 ſhould ever be allowed to lay over allot Three Moitha: 
ou every — — 8 Cafe TO be N in with the utmoſt e Dif- 
patch and Effect. | 


Adly. Juſtices of the Peace in Selin as is 81 Caſe | in England, "ſhould be 
. amenable to a ſuperior Court for any ＋ N 95 may . to > Law, or 
from corrupt-or. improper Motives. 


Adly. The Diſcretionary Powers of the Juſtices. in ebe Matter Should ul 
more limited by. Law; the Penalties in many Caſes, arid for groſs Offences, being 
too often mitigated to the moſt trifling and inconſiderable Sums, which ſerves 

7 Bee? as an F 10, 22 effectual Puniſhment of; illicit Practices. 
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"DISTILLERY LICENCE. SYSTEM. : 


r nn T A BLE 8 will ew che Duty mak ſhould be OW on the 
+Gallon Content of a Still, according to its Rate of working, to be equal to any 
Rate of Duty that may be judged proper to attach on the Gallon of the Spirits 
duced. To the Regulation cad laſt Year (vide Appx. Diſt. Rep. Pa. 244) 
it may now be neceflary to add, that every Diſtiller ſhall be obliged to have his Re- 
frigeratories or Worm Tubs ſo placed as that the Exciſe Officers may with Eaſe 
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to lead to or from the Worm! Tubs, except tlie Pipe from the Head of the Still to 9 
the Worm: That every Diſtiller ſhall within Half an Hour after being ſo required, 
or demanded by any Officer or Officers of Exciſe, ſtop his Work and draw the 
Fire, and allow ſuch Officer or Officers to re-gauge or meaſure his Still or Stills, ke. 4 
and for that Purpoſe ſhall alſo be obliged to furniſh Water and proper Meaſures, ' J 
_ -viz. a Five Gallon, a One Gallon, and a Half Gallon, of juſt and true Engliſn Wine | 
Meaſure, .and- ſhall aſſiſt the Officers when ſo employed: That a high Penalty ſhall . _ 
be incurred for every Neglect or Refuſal to keep ſuch Meaſures, or to aſſiſt thke 
Officer, or for keeping unjuſt Meaſures, &c.: That every Piſtiller who ſhall be de- 
tected of ſhifting or altering his Still or Head, or of increaſing the Content of his 
Still or Head above his Entry, after being gauged or meaſured, and without 5 
Notice, or of affixing or uſing any Pipe, Tube, or other Conveyance, contrary — 
to the true Meaning of the Law, ſhall forfeit ſuch Still, Head, Pipe, &c, with his 
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I ̃ be preſent State of the Diſtillery in Scotland is ſuch, that in point of diſtillng 
latter or ſlower, ſo much depends not only on the Rate of working the Still, but 
Aülſo upon the Strength of the Waſh, and the Quantity thereof uſed in each Charges 
it is not poſſible from thence to calculate what Rate of Duty ſhould.be impoſed on 
«the Gallon Content of the Still, to operate as a certain Rate of Duty on the Spirits 
produced. Mr. Leven has lately ſeen Diſtillers charge and diſcharge their Stills 
Vithin Three Minutes, and from Three to Six Minutes; and bas obſerved, that tune 
Diſtiller who run his Still in Five Minutes was diſtilling nearly as much Grain in a © 
Week as he who ran his Still in Three Minutes. This Circumſtance conſidere . 
induced Mr. Leven to make out and ſubmit the annexed Tables, which are not 
(like thoſe of laſt Year) calculated from the Number of Times a Still has been 
charged and diſcharged in an Hour, but upon a more certain Datum, viz. the 
Quantity of Grain diſtilled per Day per Annum, or in geo Days, as under: 
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 Bhewing what a FORT G ALLON STILL, working 300 Days in a Year, and at the Rate of * a Half to 
Six Bolls, or Quarters, of Grain per Week for every Gallon of the Still's Content, will produce of Spirits, getting at the 
Nate of from * to tas Gallons "oy each. Quarter or Boll, by Jon N LIES General W I Exciſe. 


** 


WIR" 074 


2 asc GALLONS of SPIRITS from each Quarter or Boll, at the Rate of 
ach Giticn in of (OO ET I I——— T 
Week. || per; 84. 9. 94. [10% 
%%%%ͤͤ 8 8 | 4 : 
One Half Boll _ | 4,000 | 8,go0 | 9,000 | $500] 10,000 
One Boll -| 40 | 2,000 | 17,000 | 18,000 | 19,000 | 20,000 
One a Half - | 60 | 3-000 25,500 27,000 | 28,500 | 30,000 
Two Bolls - | Yo | 4.oco | 34000 | 36,000 | 38,000 | 40,000 
Two Half - 10 | 5,000 | 42;500 | 45,000 | 47,500'| 50,000 
Three Bolls . 1 f 6,000 | :51,000 |- 54,000 {| $7000 | 60,000 , 66,000 
Three a Half | 140 .o | 59,500 | 63,000. | 66,500. | 70,000 
Four Balls x60, | 8,000 68, | 72,000 | 76,000 | $0,000 | 
Four a Half 4 80 4 9,000 26,500 | 87,000 85,500 | 90,000 
Fire Bols 200 | 10,000 | 85,000 | 90,000 | 95,000 | 100,000 
Five Half - 4 | -+1,000 [935,000 | 99,000 | 104,500 | 110,000 
| Six Balls - -| 4% | 12,000 | 102,000 | 108,000 gk wigs 
IT FR == —— — e — 
Gee's 1 . B. 1. Mr 


8 DUTY odd be Gam on the-Gallon wy tl d ets ths Finke af es « Half to Six 
| Quarters, or Bolls, for every Gallon of its Content per Week, and producing from 8 2 Gallons to 15 Gallons of W 
nen,, Frag Toms HE Res or Boll, du oe | 


: | DUTY 7 onthe Gallon of te san or 300 Day, or a Year, Ts 21. 6d. VV 3 
Rate of working | | n 8 | | 
per Gallon of the N —— he mms pron 8 — 
Still per Week. 84 Gallons. 9 Gallons. | 94 Gallons. 11 Gallons. 12 Gallons. | 13 Gallons. | 14 Gallons. | 15 Gallons. 
FETs OC + Dr (%%% % ¾ ( „„ 
One Half Bell 26 11 3] 28 2 6 29 13 9 34 5 — 34 7 6| 37 10 —| 40 12 6 43 15 — 46 17 6 
One Boll - -{ 53 2 6 56 ** 59 7 6 62 10 — 68 15 —| 1 — 81 5 — 87 10 — 93 15 — 
One a Half D* -| 79 13 9 84 7 6| 89 1 3 93 15 — [103 2 60412 10 —|[121 17 60131 5 —[140 12 6 
Too Bolls | - 106 5 11 40 —|148 15 —[125 — —ſ137 10 —|450 — —|162 10 —[175 — —| 187 10 — 
Two a Half D- - [132 16 3 140 12 648 8 9156 5 —[171 17 6|187 10 [203 2 6[218 15 —| 234 - 
Three Bolls - 4 159 7 6] 168 15 —|178 2 6187 10 —[206 5 —1225 — —1243 15 —1262 10 —|281 5 — 
Three Half D>_ 185 18 9.96 17 620% 16 3218 5 240 12 6262 10 —{284 7 6 306 5 — 328 2 6 
» -| 212 10 —|z25 — 237 10 —[250 — — 275 — —|300 — 325 — 4350 — —| 375, — — 
Four a Half De | 239 1 30253 2 6/267 3 9281 5 309 7 61337 10 =|365 12 6[39g 15 —[42117 6 
| Five Balls - -| 265 12 6281 5 256 27 631 1 —[343 45 —|375 = —|406 5 —|437 1 468 15 — 
| Five a Half D* -| 292 3 gfzog 7 61326 11 3/343 15 —|378 2 61412 10 —|446 17 6/487 5 —|515 12 6 
Six Bolls, or, &c. | 318 15 —{[337 10 —[356 5 Fe; 75 —— 4 48 —|450 — —|487 10 [525 — —| 562 10 — 
| 1 „„ il VV Us 
| . Rn ©, 
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Examris.—Soppoſe 9 Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 C. P. a medium Prodace from a Boll, and a Still runs a Boll per 
the Line for Six Bolls per Gallon per Week, and below g Gallens of Spirits, is C. 337. 105. the * 
on che Gzllan of the Still per 1 equal to 24, 6 d. an the Gillon of the Spirits REI within that Period. 


Gallon per Day on 
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Upon the fame Uppothels as No. 23 ſhews 1 D U T Y ſhould be impoſed on the Galen of the sds or + Sal to 7s 
equal to 8 a X . E N C E on FOE Gallon of the + Spii produced. | | 


">: by + 
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— — — — — N at 1 
| REG DU V onthe Sell, proportionate to the 5 produced from à Quarter or Boll of Grain. 
Rate of working per 5 VVV Fx} 


Bolls or Quarters . 


Gallon of Still; 


per Week. 


One Half 


One whole Do 
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N. B.—By ſubſtraQting any of the above Sums from le bg che in the (Second Table, will hes the Duty 
on the Still equal to Two Shillings on the Gallon of the Spirits; and fo by adding to or ſubſtrating from it, nll hen a Duty 
on the Gallon of # Sill equal to any Rate of Daty wanted on the Galloa of the 6 
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pISTILILERTSURVEY SYSTEM. 


Phe Diſtillers Entries to be regulated as hereinbefore propoſed (ſee Entries, 
Page 541.) All the Utenſils to be of correſponding Capacities, regulated by that of 
the Still. The Maſh Tun to produce a Charge of Worts for One Waſh Tun, and - 
all ſuch Worts to be put therein. The Number of Waſh Tuns to be limited, and each 
only to contain Charges of the Still. The Contents of each Walſh Tun, i. e. the Worts 
of each Maſh, ſhall be run into Low Wines and Spirits in the Courſe of Days. 
Every Diſtiller to provide a Spirit and a Low Wine Receiver, ſufficient to contain | 
the Produce of each Maſh, and not to reifiove any Part thereof, or mix the Produce of 
One Maſh with another, before he or ſhe ſhall have given to the proper Officer in Writ- 
ing a Declaration of the Length, i. e. of the Number of Buſhels and Quality of the 
Grain maſhed, ihe Quantity and mean Gravity of the Worts or Waſh, the Quantity 
and Quality of the Spirits and Low Wines produced therefrom, nor until the ſaid = | 
Officer ſhall have taken an Account of the ſame. A high Penalty to be impoſed ſor + 
. removing contrary to the above Clauſe, or for giving a falſe Declaration. All Uten- 
„ ſils to be marked and numbered; a Notice to maſh and weigh Grain; a Notice to 
— = Charge the Still, and from what Wath Tun; Seales and proper Weights to be pro- 


A bore Stfength and this Regulation, while it ſecures a certain Duty by a Check on 
BE any Diſtiller to concentrate his 
reſt to do. Thoſe however who 


1 50 produce or be charge "with One Gallon of Spirits 
cer 


Three to Four Lids per Barrel for an incompleat Fermentation. The Waſh in each 
Tun wo be crammed when the Fermentation is over (zuſt before any Part thereof 
mall he begun 10 be diſtilled) and proved by the Saccharometer, when with conſider= 
Ad able Certaincy it will be found that every Ten or Eleven Lids per Barrel of Akten. 
ation or loſt Gravity Will produce x6 be charged One Gallon of Spirits 1 to 19 over. 
Hydrometer Proof; an accurate Account to be taken of the Spirits produced, and 
the beſt or higheſt Account thereof got during che Proceſs to become the Charge of 
Duty. Stock to be kept upon, and Permits required for the Removal of all Spirits; 
| no Low Wines to be ſent out or diſpoſed of before the fame have been diſtilled a a 
1 Second Time; no Spirits to be ſent out of a higher Degree of Strength than, 1 to 
1 10 O. P. nor of a lower Degree of Strength than i in 6 under Proof, under the Pe- 
nalty of Forfeiture of the Goods and Shillings per Gallon. No Diſtiller to 
have more than Tun for keeping or holding reduced Spirits, and no Spirits 
to be reduced*with Water but in the Preſence of an Exciſe Officer, who ſhall not 
be obliged to attend above One Hour per Day for that Purpoſe. No Caſk or other 
Veſſel, containing a Jeſs Quantity than Ten Gallons, ſhould be permitted to be ſent 
out or uſed by any Diſtiller for holding of Spirits; and, if practicable, all Caſks for 
holding Spirits to be ſeat out W we contain even Numbers of full Gallons, and 1 N 
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creaſe by Tens, viz. 10, 20; JO, 40, 50, &c. Fhis would Gally fait the new Me- 
thod already ſuggeſted of having all Permits. printed like Bank Notes for a certain 
Number of Gallons, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, &c. and would effectually prevent the 
Fraud and Colluſion mentioned in Mr. Stein's Firſt Memorial, becauſe the 
Counterpart would be filled up in Print, preciſely in the ſame. Manner as the Oux- 


going Permit, and could neither be altered or eraſed oh cures 1 without certain 
n WE 5 as certain Pumfhment. 


$TILL MAKERS AND DEALERS IN STILLS. e 


No Pads ſhould be allowed to make or mend, or to deal in or ſell any Still, Still | 
Head, Worm, or other Apparatus belonging to a Still, without previouſly taking out 
a Licence, and making Entry of all the Places intended to be made uſe of, or the 
making or mending and keeping of any ſuch Still or Utenſils, at the neareſt Exciſe 


Office, under the Penalty of ir Mila all fuch Articles as ſhall be found i in his or her 
. without Licence, and J. for every Offence. 


Every Stil Maker, &c. ſhall be obliged to ſtamp his or her Name; 4 de 
Number, and the Year, and Content of every Still and Head, upon the Shoulder of 
the Still and Side of the Head (the Still and Head to be the ſame Number) before 


he or ſhe deliver the ſame out of his or r her C uſtody, and to EO a new N amber 
vey TE — 


No Still Aber or 3 in Stills hall en or gie cit x She ar 5 Cultody 
any Still, Still Head, or Worm, to any Perſon or Perſons whatever, who: ſhall not 
produce to him or her a Certificate from a Collector or Superviſor of Exciſe, certify- 
ing that the Bearer A. B. of - +. 2 18 any licenſed, ang e ee to 
-yecyivie fuch Still or Seals, Se, 93 the Caſe MF" be, 5 


' Bought Still Maker or Dealer i in Stills aal keep a "ou open to 5 50 3 0 
_ the Exciſe Officers) into Which Bock he or ſhe ſhall regularly inſert che Number 
i ant eg ef Sw ws is 2 un Of 1 to; FRO . Til Ts FARE, 


ul every Offence, - 


5 85 Superviſor of Fxcife ſhall Keep a . py all rnd 3 'S 


him to Perſons for receiying. Stills, &c. from Makers of or Dealers in Stills, and 
of all the Sills EPL, ang by whom and where Kept, WRT his Diſtrict. 


Every Peron or Perſbils Whoever 8 any Still or Stills, Still Head, or 
Worm, in bis, her, or their Cuſtody or Poſſeſſion, ſhall, within Two Months after” 
the paſſing of this Act, cauſe all ſuch Articles to be marked and numbered by a 
licenſed Still Maker or Dealer in Stills, and ſhall give Intimation of the true Number 
and Content of each Still, to the Superviſor of the Diſtrict where he, ſhe, or they re- 
ſide, or in Default thereof they ſhall be deemed as retaining the fame for a fraudulenc 


Purpoſe, and fhall forfeit all fuch N &c. and a x Penalty of „ every 8 
| Offence. > | 4 


No Still, Seil Head, or We orm, ſhall BY 1 ram” one Parka? or 8 to 
| another; , without an Rae Certificate or Permit from the Officer ot the Diviſion, 
under the Penalty of Forfeiture of all ſuch Stills, &c. and Cf. for every Of- 
fence; and if any Still ſhall be found miſſing, that has not been permitted, or a ſatis- 
factory Accouat given of the ſame to the Preise Officer of the Diviſion, the Perſon 
who had ſuch Bal or Stills, &c. in 89 or her Cuſtody or Poſſeſſion ſhall be held as 


. 8 | having 
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having fold the ſame to an unlicenſed Perſon for a e Purpoſe; ugg hall 
incur the Penalty of C. for every ſuch Offence. | | 


The e iet beer woe ther with thoſe e and ſtated | in Tk Obſer- 
vations on Dr. Jeffray's Memorial, under the Head Foreign Smuggling, Page 527, it 
is hoped will, if enacted and duly enforced, have an inconceivable Effect in checking: 
 Smuggling and all Species of Fraud upon . the Revenue, and of rendering it more 
\ 2 productive, perhaps by many Hundred Thouſand Pounds per NR than it has 
= yet been, < or than it might otherwiſe be 
8 Robert 8 | 
= „ „ % 1 5 Jobn Bonar, © 
* „ ny ; » e 255 
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EE R EPO RT by Accomptant . oz N 5 of Exciſe 
= . 5 at Edinburgh, dated iſt July 1799, reſpecting Dr. Jeffray's Obſerva- 
Eo a tion, as to "an Item i in the Account mentioned Page 411th of his Me- 


7 7 


| 8 obedience to your Reference of the 28th Ult. on the Queſtion ſtarted by 
# = Dr. Jeffray, we have carefully inveſtigated the Amount of Diſtillery Duties in the = 
| „„ oo _y Diftri& of Scotland, rome * JOE to * FOE 120 5, DES only | | 
1 — 5 1 15. 1 : * | | | 


8 > 
5 This Sum appears to hone hooks Se included in the Board's General Gente =__ 
© - ment of the Duties charged on the Waſh that Year, becauſe the Diſtinction of Low- TS = 
land and Highland took place only upon the Introduction of the Licence Duty. It 2 
does not occur to us, that any Thing farther can or need be added to the Obſerva- 
tions ſtated by the Member of your Honourable Board and Officers along with him 
in London, be obviating the learned Doctor's Difficulties. The Remark with which 
he introduces them, indeed, if not merely an Overſight in copying, might occaſion 
ſome Miſunderſtanding or Ambigui ty; as the Exciſe Year 1786 is 3 not 
wat which * but which terminated on Sth July 1786. 5 


Al which i is moſt reſpeRtully ſubmitted "02 


Ed. Broughton, Accomptant Genel, 8 
* Stuart, D. * „ 
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Appendix b . 


e of the General MAP of SCOTLAND, Liſting gviſhing the. 


"LOWLAND, HronLAND: and INTERMEDIATE: DISTRICTS, 0799” Ft 
ſt Hiebland 1 e e 0 Red ts) . 
deſcribed in Stat. 25 Geo. III. Cap. 22. Sect 10. 


ce A Line beginning at the Boat of Balloch, where Loch Lomond runs into pat 
River Leven, and proceeding along the great military Road from thence by 
Bucklivie to the Town of Stirling, and from thence along the great Road called 


The Hill Foot Road, on the South Side of the Ochell Hills, till it meets with the 


eat Road from Kinroſs to Perth, and along the ſame till it comes to the Bridge 


of Earn, and along the Water of Earn till its Junction with the River * 3 | 


__ that River call 1 it Joins the German Ocean.” 


” 2nd Hi blend Boundary 0 Yellow Tae) 
Deſeribed in Stat. 33 Geo. III. Cap. 61. Seck. 26. 


«A Line beginning at the Boat of Balloch, where Loch Lomond runs into tts 
River Leven, in the County of Dumbarton, and proceeding Eaſtward along the 
great military Road from thence to Bucklivie, in the County of Stirling, we 
thence, in a certain Line Northward, to Thornhill, and from thence to Babies! 
and Auchterarder, i in the County of Perth; and from Auchterarder, in a Line pro- 
in a North Eaſt Direction to a certain Point Weſt of the Town of Perth, 
and diſtant therefrom T'wo Miles, and from thence in a Line North ward to the 
Boat of Kinclaven, on the River Tay, in the ſame County of Perth, and from 
thence to Blairgowrie, Alyth, and Kerrymuir, in the County of Forfar, and from 
Kerrymuir, by the Foot and South Side of the Grampian Hills, till they termi- 
nate near the River Dee, within Three Miles to the Weſtward of the City of 
Aberdeen, and excluding the ſame; and no Still allowed to be ſet up within 
Two Engliſ Miles of any Part of the Boundary before deſcribed, or in any Part 
or Place within the Counties of Elgin, Banff, or Aberdeen, not being diſtant N 


the neareſt Part of the Sea Shore more than Three d Niles“ ob any 


3d Heeblond B 0 Blue Line : 5 
Deſcribed in Stat, 37 Geo. III. Cap. 102, Sect. 6. „ 


« Any Place which lies to the Weſtward or Northward of a certain Lge or 
Boundary, beginning at the Eaſt Point of Loch Crinan, and proceeding from 
thence to Loch Gilpin; from thence along the great Road on the Weſt Side of 
Loch Fine to Inverary and to the Head of Loch Fine; from thence along the 


| high Road to Arrochar, in the County of Dumbarton, and from thence to Tar- 


bet; from Tarbet, in a ſuppoſed ſtraight Line Eaſtward, on the North Side of the 


Mountain called Benlomond, to the Village of Callendar of Monteith, in the County 
of Perth; from thence North Eaſtward to Creiff; from thence Northward along 


the Road by Ambleree and Inver to Dunkeld; from thence along the Foot and 
South Side of the Grampian Hills to Fettercairn, in the County of Kincardine, 
and from thence Northward along the Road by Cuttieſhillock, Kincardine O*N cal, 

Clatt, Huntley, and Keith, to Fochabers, and from thence Weſtward by Elgin and 


Forres to the Boat on the Riyer Ex indhorn, and from thence down the faid River © 


to the Sea of Findhorn, and any Place in or Part of the County of Elgin, which 


hes to the Southard of the ſaid Line, from F ochabers to the Sea at Findhorn; 


* 25 „ 


* 
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and no Still was . to be Toke nearer than Two Engliſh Miles W the 


fad Line or Boundary, nor within any Part or Place within the Counties of Elgin 
or Banff, not being diſtant from the neareſt Part of the Shore more Than ENCES 


Engliſh Miles.” EN © 48 4 


* 


4th. By the kult. mentioned Act an 1 Diſtrict was eſtabliſhed ; and by 
che Line to the South thereof, and e it from: the Lowlands, is. 
deſcribed. in! the following Nan 


« Any other Part of the Highlands of aca as deſeribed in Ms AR 


33 Geo. III. Cap. 61. except the Counties, Parts of Counties, and Places herein 
before particularly ſpecified and deſcribed, or within Two Engliſh Miles of the 


ine or ausdem described in the ſaid Act of the 33d of the King. 
8 vitnd Dittric is r in RED Celso. | 


- Accordingly, i in the Map, the 4 


1 preſent Highland . in E E, in the. Intermediate Diſtrict in ; 


5 YELLOW. 


The Line whith Avitles t he Touked 8 the 1 Dittrict i. is - ſuppoſed ; 
to begin at Girvan, in the County of Air, as being nearly oppoſite to the Mull of 
Cantyre, and runs along the Blue Edge to Findhorn, in the County of Elgin, an 
Extent of about 285 Miles. The Line dividing the Intermediate from the High- 
land Diſtrict begins at Loch Crinan; in Argyleſhire, and goes along by Inverary, 
c. as: bereinbefore particularly deſcribed, to Fochabers, in the County of Banff, 
an Extent of about 210 Miles. The Medium Breadth of the Intermediate Diſ- 
trict, from the Moll of Cantyre to Fettercairn, is ent Ten Me and from 


Fettercairn to Fochabers is about 25 Miles. 


Gees between the Line which parse the Tagline Dif 


The neareſt B 


rt from the Lowiand Diſtrid, and the Towns of Gieenock, Paiſley, Glaſgow, 


and the oppoſire'C Coalt of AY and' Wigton, are reſpedtively, 


"I: 4 
8 = % + N 8 


ped, Greenock L abo 1 8 > Miles. 3 PROS a 
a” F 14 Miles. * 5 
e Coaſt of Air 22 Miles by Sea. , 
S =; =: +.,0t Wigton 35 Miles by Sea. 


8 a he neareſt i d che Line which ſeparates the Intermediate 8 . 
the Highland DiſtriQ and the Towns of Stirling. Perth, Dues Menne and 6 


Aberdeen, are reſpectively, 


_To Spiele abo 7 Miles from neareſt Intermediate, 
16 Miles from Highland. 8 


20 5e rem 229) 3 1 5 Say Intermediate, 95 
5 Dundee 6 P. from Intermediate 
ps 2 Df from Highland. 
„ Montroſe 16 D' from Intermediate, 15 


16 De from Highland. *' 
Abenden - 2 'D* from Intermediate, ter 228 I. 
24 3 from Highland. ÿ Cs 


of nu. in the County of AE, is marked 8 REEN. 
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.DESCRIP TI ON. o and D080 for TR 8 8 Sil 1 
genuine HypRoMeTER, for aſcertaining. the Strength of Brandy, Rum, 


; 8 NMlalt, Melaſſes, Spirit, &c. originally made by the Inventor, John Clarke; 


5 after his Deceaſe by his Son, the late Mr. Richard Clarke, deceaſed; and 


now ſuccceded by his Brother-in-Law, John Dring, Hydrometer Maker 


| 5 to the ee Board of ety now wa e and Wi 498. f 


A \ SCHEME of. the THERMOMETER; thening the Method of ane the «Anon the 
„ HYDRO! ET ER. eee n eee 


* 2 " Arai Air behg either Nöte or il thi Tech, affects Sinh 


ous Liquors, cauſing them to appear ſtronger or weaker, in proportion to the 


faid Heat or Cold; on Which Account there are Eleven Air-Weights adjuſted to the 
Hydrometer, One at Temperate, Six from Temperate upwards to very Hot, Four 
from Femperate downwards to very Cold; therefore a Thermometer is always uſed 


with the Hydrometer, in order to aſcertain the State of the Liquor at the Time of 


trying, which is done as follows: Having nearly filled the Tube with the Liquor you 
intend to try, immerſe a T hermometer therein; after i it has remained a ſmall T ime 
take it out, obſerving at what Degree the Mercury 's "fixed 7 58 . her Air- 
VCU on the Spindle of the, ene as Ahe 4 01 45m 5 


- 1 fob F 


When 5 Mercur in es Tube 5 the T Hi appears at. b gos, as s cugraved 5 


on the Plate of the Thermometer, then apply the Air-Weight engraved” (Tempe- 
rate) on the Hydrometer; and when at the intermediate Degrees, between go and 
55, the Air-Weight engraved (Warmiſh, Ne. 2) to be applied; aud from 5 5 to 60; 
the Air- Weight engraved (Warm, Ne. 3); and from 60 to 64 the Air- Weight en- 


graved (Warmer, Ne. 4); and from 64 to 69 the Air- Weight engraved. (Hog . 
N*. 5); and from 69 to 74, the Air-Weight engraved Cans . hs ; erg OO 


74 70 9h Mac 1 1 Wig e ere Hay we. 4 


* 8 
3 


K COLD. 81D E 1 FOLLOWS: 


5 


* 


5 The Tein as before. at 502; and continued on the: in 11 the 
Quickfilver falls to 46: and when turned of 46, the Weight engraved (Coldiſh, 


No. 2) is to be applied, and continued on the Eydrometer, till fallen to 413 and 


when turned of 41, the Weight engraved (Cold, No. 3) to be applied and con- 


tinued down to 37; and when turned of 37, the Weight engraved (Colderz No. 19 i 


to be applied and continued down to 32; and when cured ot 3% the. Weight en en 
grayed (very Cold, No. 5) to be applied. * e es Wis 


1 FV 7 195 361 $354; 
TN % ls 4 4 2 ys IN - 2 2 l * 2 4 4 tot T+ W 


N. B. Pleaſe to bg de that each Degree! 'of the Thi rmoſnere#f is ab Tg 


Degrees « on the upper Stem of the Hydrometer; and each Degree of the Hydro- 
meter, When at or near Proof, is about a Quart in a Hundred Ballons ſtronger 
weaker, as. the Hydrometer vibrates, under or over the Silver Speck or Sight on th 


Index or upper Stem; and at the intermediate or ſtrong Over-Proofs, is # op a 


Pint in Ditto; and at the low Under-Proofs is about Fhree Pints in Ditto & and it 
ſhould be further obſerved, that it would be hetter to immerſe or wholly to wet the 
Hydrometer in the Liquor you are to try, that the ſaid Liquor may The better adhere 
to the Tnftroment, while it is 8 or n inthe fam.... 90) 20000 

RES 3 „ mo e DIR EC. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE HYDROMETER 


Almoſt fill the Tube or Cylinder with the Liquor you deſign to try; then apply _ 
the Air-Weight, according to the foregoing Directions; then ſcrew on the 
FHydrometer the Weight engraved (Proof); then fink or immerſe the Hydrometer MB. 
to the Bottom of the ſaid Tube of Liquor; and if the Hydrometer ſhould vibrate 5 
or float in the ſaid Tube or Liquor, that the Speck or Sight on the Spindle, or 
Index, appears at the Surface of the Liquor, then that Weight diſcovers that Liquor 
to be Proof: but if that Weight ſhould fink the Hydrometer to the Bottom of the 
Tube, then that Weight diſcovers that Liquor to be ſtronger than Proof; in which 
Caſe you muſt take off the Proof Weight, and ſerew on the Weight engraved 


( I © 20 ) ; then immerſe the Hydrometer as before ; and if the Hydrometer 


| floats in the faid Liquor, that the Sight on the Spindle appears at the Surface thereof, 
that Weight then diſcovers that Liquor to be One to Twenty Over-Proof, and will | 
admit of a Gallon of Water to every Twenty Gallons thereof to reduce it down to 
Proof; but if the Hydrometer ſhould fink to the Bottom with that Weight, the 
| Hydrometer then diſcovers that Liquor to be ſtronger ; in which Caſe you muſt 
take off that Weight and ſcrew on the following Over-Proof Weights, beginning at 


(1 818 ) ( 1 010 ) ( K 3 9 | C 6 1 ) ( i 97 ) ( : 8 6) 


(1,5) (124) (13) (%) md tha Weight chu 


— 


cauſes the Hydrometer to float, that the Sight on the Spindle appears at or verY - 
near the Surface of the ſaid Tube of Liquor, diſcovers to you the Strength thereof ; 
as for Example, ſuppoſe the Weight engraved( 1 = 6 ) ſhould cauſe the Hydro- 
meter to float, that the Sight aforeſaid appears at the Surface of the ſaid Liquor, that 
Weight diſcovers that Liquor to be One to Six over Proof, and will admit of a Gal- 
lon of Water to every Six Gallons thereof to reduce it down to Proof; the ſame to 
be obſerved by all the other Over-Proof Weights '- 8 5 
But on the contrary, if when you have ſcrewed on the Proof Weight, and the Hy- 
drometer ſhould_riſe in the ſaid Tube of Liquor, that Part of the Ball of the Hy- 
drometer ſhould appear above the Surface of the ſaid Liquor, the Hydrometer then 
diſcovers that Liquor to be Undei - Proof; in which Caſe you muſt take off the Proof = 
Weight, and ſcrew on the Weight engraved (1 u 20 ). then immerſe the Hydro-. 


meter as before ; and if that Weight cauſes the Hydrometer to float, that the Sight 
on the Spindle appears on the Surface of the ſaid Tube of Liquor, that Weight then 

diſcovers the Liquor to be One in Twenty Under-Proof, or a Twentieth Part Water: 
but in caſe the Hydrometer ſhould riſe in the ſaid Liquor with that Weight ſcrewed 
on, the Hydrometer then diſcovers that Liquor to be yer weaker ; in which Caſe you 
muſt take off that Weight and ſcrew on the following Under-Proof Weights, begin- 


ding at (1 13 ) os $50) {ou} (434 „ 


7 . FC OO 

6 (+24) (609) ov), wn 
Weight thar floats the Hydrometer to the Sight aforeſaid, diſcovers to you the 

 Strength' thereof; as for Example, ſuppoſe the Weight engraved (1 u 7) ſhould, 


| float the Hydrometer to the Sight aforeſaid, that Weight diſcovers that Liquor to be 
. TT 1 | | | PS CD TE Woe 


* 


39 


- 


(+3 B s) 5th [mermeciac, or a. a Fall and s yer Cent. or 55 Gallows Oer Pat 


APPENDIX (a). 5 a 


One in Seven Under-Proof, or a Seventh Part Water; the fare to Me obſerved by: L 
all the other Under-Proof Weights. 4 


The Hydrometers: made uſe of at the Port of London, and the other Ports of this 


Kingdom, are termed Imports, differing a ſmall Matter from the Exports, and have 
an Addition of Nine intermediate or per Cent. Weights. And here it may de ob- 
ſerved, that the Over-Proof Charge is not made on any Liquors imported lower than 
a Tenth Over- Proof; which ſaid Over-Proofs, with the Wen and the Charges 


in ny e are as follows: 285 


& 13 Go) is 10 Gallons to 100 Over-Proof. 


1 
(rf to b 90) 61 is 11 Gallons to Ditto, | 
| 2 , 5 97 

| (1 6 0 %. is 12 Gallons to Ditto. DO TO 5 
(1 0 7). is 14 Gale to Ditto. | — ä 8 
6 to DL is 16 Gallons: to Dita or gn : 

(9 to „ is 20 Gallons to Dir. CC 
(* « Bl is 2 Gallons to Dir | VVV = 
\ ö | „ „„ 5 % ͤöͤò” ᷑ Oo 


(+ Þ 5 3) iſt 3 or A = and 4 per Cent. or 29 ( 


(5.5 


(1 bo. 3) is 33 Gallons 1 in Dina Over-Proof, 


i 64 | Ca 2d 1 or a Third, and 4 per Con or 37 Gallons Over-Proof, » 


(38 8 2) 5 Intermediate, 0 or a « Third, and 5 N Cent * 8 ane Orer-Progf 


* # 


(31 E 4) 4th 3 or a Third, and 12 per Centoor + 5 Gallo ber Fal. | 


* 


62 1 > ) 18 Half Spirit of Wine, af Proof e or 59 Gull Over-Proo: 


4 0 4 80.4 
wa 


| 4 2 1 06 6th Intermediate or a Hat, an Joh Cent. 0 or 60 Gallons © Ofer-Provk ; 


by s) 7a Intermediate or & « Half, = "5 44 Cent. or 6s Gallons Over-Proof 


5 ) 8th Imermediat, or J « Hal or 725 per cane or 70 Gallons Over-Proof. 


50 DE Inermediar 0 or +a Hal and 2 5 pe Cent vor 75 Gallons Over-Pr 00 | 


by r 


5 of Wine The (B) a at the Top of 2245 intermediate Weight, ſignifies. 8 
f | r nF PIRRSES=" 
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884 APENDIX ( 


| tween, as the 1ſt between the BY and 3; " between a 3d And 1 8 and nd 5, berween 2 
| 9 5 and Spirit of Wine. 5 | | 


IN TRYING THE STRENGTH. OF RUM IN THE WEST INDIES. 


| I you would i import it a Wang merchantable Proof, you muſt have it made up 
| by the Weight engraved {es 1 8) that is an Eighth Over-Proof; chen that Rum 


| made up to that Strength, 8 5 n into Europe, will be of a full merchant- 
able Proof, otherwiſe it will not. But if you are deſirous of importing It ſtronger, : 


1 muſt then apply the following Over-Proot Wies beginning 5 05 3 7 


1 to 1 Tz oj ly 5 (1 8 to 3) ( „ 2) you may then 


import it as ſtrong as you can coeds it, but particularly ode not to import it 


weaker than the Weight engraved ( l = 8 8 denotes, that is an Eighth Over- 


Proof; by reaſon at Times it has been imported ſo low as not to be worth the 
Charges attending the Importation, to the great Lols and Diſappointment of the 
Owners thereof. | 


IN BUYING BRANDY IN FRANCE AND SPAIN, 


It would not be proper to purchaſe it weaker than a Ninth or Tenth Over-Proof; 
by reaſon that the Brandy not only loſes ſomewhat of its apparent but real Strength 
in its Paſſage over, occaſioned by the Difference of the Climate: but if you are 
defirous of 1 1 it Og. you muſt then apply your: COLT Over hs 


Weights, as 48 0 5 6 to 7) 2 to 6) (x © to 5) $24 4) Us , 3) 


( ＋ 5 then you. may wa it ITE” as you can a procure it. 


DIRECTIONS FOR TRYING OF FEINTS OR LIQUORS, LOWER THAN wo UNDER | 
; PROOF, DOWN TO W ATER. 


* this Purpoſe there are e Eleven Weights added to the Hydromerer engraved as 
follows: viz. 


62 (34) (475) b 15 6 = u * 3 ( a ) 
3 052 wy" (an 5j) (46 %%) | OT 


+ {Me} the firſt Weight as engraved Ggnifies Two Parts in Three 


Water; the next, Three Parts 5 in Fe our Water, and fo on 3 to Forty-five Parts 
in Forty-fix Water ; and the-next Weight is for Water. Theſe Weights are tried 
with the Air- Weight, after the ſame Manner as the Spirit Weights before deſcribed, 

viz. the Weight that ſinks the laſtrument, neareſt the Silver Speck | or a on thc 
Spindle, determines the Strength as marked on the Femme. 


DIRECTIONS FOR TRYING OF WATER. 


It has been allowed by all Phyſicians, both ancient and modern, that the 
lighteſt Waters that can be procured are the beſt and moſt wholeſome for drink- 
ing, brewing, and dreſſing Food, &c. therefore pleaſe to obſerve the following 5 
Directions in trying the . Almoſt fill the Tube with Water you deſign to 


try, then ſcrew on the ene engraved CS then immerſe the Hy 9 8 
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therein to the Bottom of the Tube of Water; and if the Hydrometer mould float 
therein, that the Sight on the Spindle ſhould appear at or near the Surface of the 
ſaid Tube of Water, or not higher than the Figures 8 or 9, under the Sight on 
the Spindle, that Water may be deemed good and wholeſome, either for drinkin; - 
brewing, or dreſſing Food, &c. But if the Hydrometer ſhould float ſo high. as 
that Part of the Ball of the Hydrometer ſhould appear above the Surface of the 
ſaid Tube of Water, the Hydrometer then diſcovers that Water has imbibed ſome 
pernicious Qualities which it has met with in the different Stratas of 1 18 it has 
paſſed e which renders 1 it unfit for the Uſes before mentioned. | 


-NOTICE to Gentlemen, Diktllrs Brandy Merchants, Wes and al Dealers 
5 in Spirits. 


Crane 8 ya h as now eſtabliſhed by Act of F being 
in general made uſe of by all Dealers in Spirits, many Gentle nen in the 
Liquor Trade being in poſſeſſion of Clarke's Hydrometer many Years ; not being 
aware that this Inſtrument, by reaſon of the corroſive Nature of Spirits, and fre- 


quent Uſe, wears lighter, and Spirits, when tried by ſuch worn Inſtruments, appear 


weaker than they are; and having purchaſed Quantities of Spirits, and not finding 
them anſwer by their old Inſtrument to the Strength agreed on, have ſuppoſed 


ſome Colluſion in the Sale: Therefore the Maker of theſe Inſtruments has thought 
it neceſſary to give this Notice, and farther inform the above Gentlemen, that 
by an Improvement made in the ſaid Inſtrument, it is not liable to be ſo a 


out of Order, and hs Gn are tried with greater ian and Eaſe. 


11 bring been found that e the Weights on the bettem 90 by ſuch 
continual Friction, ſoon wears the Inſtrument too light, and the Neceſſity of con- 
tinually taking the Inſtrument out of the Liquor to change the Weights, not 
only renders it troubleſome, but has a Tendency to evaporate in ſome Degree the 
Strength of tae Sample during the Proceſs : To obviate this Obje&ion, the 


Weight engraved (Spirits of Wine) is the fixed Weight on the bottom Stem, 


and all the other Weights are dropped over the upper Stem, which has for this 
Purpoſe, at the Baſe, "Two Lodgements for the Weights. - Oa the lower one 
reſts the Weather Weight, on the upper one the Spirit W eight; by which Method, 
after the proper Weather Weight is dropped over the Stem, the Spirit Weights 


are moved off and on without diſturbing the Weather Weight, or taking the 1 


ſtrument out of the Liquor. And it is a much ſafer Mode than fixing them at 


the Top; which, if accidentally wetted, ſhews a different Strength. By this Mode 


of applying the Weights, no Alteration i is made 1n the Principle; it ſhewing ex- 
actly the ſame Strengths as the former Method. Care ſhould lie wile be taken 
to preſcrve the Ball from Preſſure of Bruiſes, or uſing the Inſtrument after ſuch 
Accident has happened; as in that Caſe rhe Inftrument loſing fomewhat of its 
Bu:k in the Liquor, finks deeper therein in proportion to ſuch Bruiſe, and the 


Spirits appear ſtronger than taey are. Therefore ſome principal Tradeis have 


judged it neceſſary to keep an Hydrometer by them as a Standard, in order to 


determine the State of their Inſtrument either by Wear or Accident. Any Gen- 


tleman in poſſeſſion of Claike's Hydrometer not being thus prepared, and not 
knowing the State of his Inſtrument, may have it tried gratis by the Maker, by 
. whom the , greateſt Attention is given to the Making and Regulation of . theſe In- 


ſtruments; and wairanted, when delivered, exactly ro correſpond with the Export 
or Import Standard as appointed by Government; each Hydrometer now having 


the Word (Import) or (Export) engraved on the bottom Stem to diſtingüiſh them. 
The Export Hydrometer is uſed in trying Britiſh Spirits in the different Diviſions 


of Diſtillery, and by Diſtillers in general. The Import is uſed at the Port of 


1 and. all the Out . in a ins AL F ding Spirits, and by Brandy 


1 8 | Merchants 
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Merchants in N and is a ſmall Matter lighter than the Export, and in fa- 
vour of the Importer. This Notice is thought neceſſary, as ſome Gentlemen have 


tried Inftruments with one of a Aikenene e not knowing there was any Dilfer- 
Ence in CIFKE: $ H JrOmEter TER, 


oP 


To prevent onder e pleaſe to obſerve on the lower Stem of the ment | 


is engraved, on one Side, the original Maker's Name, “ Clarke,” on the other his 


Mark, being © the Half Moon and Dagger,” ane the word © hee or 1 | 


and his Numbers continued. 


Any 5 made to the 83 of Clarke's Hydrometer, or to the 
Strengths as ſhewn by the ſame, cannot be admitted. This, being fixed by Go- 
vernment, cannot be altered but by virtue of the ſame Authority. But that this 
Inſtrument is the beſt conſtructed for ſhewing the real Strength of Spirits at every 


per Cent. is fully proved. For this Purpoſe, if required, a ſeparate Set of Weights 
is made to his Hydrometer, which by Reference to a printed Scale of the upper 
Stem giyen therewith, ſhews the Strength of Spirits to the Eighth Part of a Gallon 


or to a Hundred, in a plain and ſimple Manner, obvious to the meaneſt Capacity. 


For Proof of the Accuracy thereof, any Gentleman may ſee the Strengths made 


up by Water. By this, Clarke's Hydromcter is proved to be the beit conſtructed 


of any yet P ; it ſhewing the Strength of Spirits to a Pint in a Hundred 


Gallons; a Degree of Accuracy gs which aha | can be Ns 
Upon the ſame Plan, Hydrometers are mane for Se the Denſity of Fluids, 


from the lighteſt Water to the heavieſt Worts that ever were brewed for Sale; 
ſhewing the ſpecific Gravity thereof to the Tenth Part of an Ounce per Gallon ; 


of great Ule in determining the different Denſity of Salt and Mineral Waters, 


and the various ee of Male as is * 0 Ns the Seength of the Watts 


P. S. 1 od 5 Leave to recommend trying all "HET of e in Glaſs | 
Cylinders, not in Tin; as through Glaſs it may be diſcerned if any Bubbles or 


Air Bladders are formed between the Weights, which they are apt to do in Low 


Spirits, when firſt immerſed therein ; but may at all Times be prevented by this 


-new Method, by holding the Ball of the Hydrometer under the nn ol che 
Hog when me TON s are ico over me n 


DESCRIPTION -; and ors for uſing a a new conſtructed Hypro-_ 


METER. Being the lateſt and beſt Improvement of that moſt uſeful Inſtru- 


ment, for aſcertaining the exact Strength of Spirits from Alcohol to Water; 


and likewiſe points out the Strength, as it appears by Clark-'s Hydro- 


meter, in the moſt On and fiople Mancer, by the Ule of Fo our. Weighes 


1. only. 


DESCRIPTION OF. THE HYDROMETER. 


Tan Hydrometer has one fixt Balance Weight at Bottom, the upper Stem | 
is ee on which 15 engraved 20 Diviſions, nombered from 1 to 20. Each 


principal Diviſion divided in Half for greater Accuracy. There are Four Weights 


which are dropt over the Stem, as the Strength of the Spirits may require; on 


theſe Weights are engraved A. B. C. D. On the Weight A. is engraved { 20.) 


On the Weight B. (40.) On the Weight C. (60.) On the Weight D. (80.) 


By the Uſe of theſe Four Weights, the Length of the Stem is repeated Five 


Times, and the Numbers continued from 1 to 100, which will ſhew all the me Nn 
— 8 Oy eee 85 can be ap 0 Bks gown 0 Water. N 
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_ ..__ -DESCRIPTION OF THE SLIDING RULE. 


On the firſt Side of the Rule on the right Hand is the Thermometer Scale, from 


30 Degrees to 80, over which on the Slide is a Line with a Star, which is moved 


and ſet to any Degree of Heat the Thermometer deſcribes: Then the Slide is di- 
vided progreſſively on both Sides from 1 to 100. Each Diviſion ſubdivided in 
Falfs, theſe Numbers correſpond with the upper Stem of the Hydrometer, as will 
be ſeen by the following Examples: ADE SY EY „ Ein” 2 | „55 


The Diviſion on the Rule cloſe to the Slide is the Spirit Line, or the Strength 
of the Spirits, divided into Gallons, over and under Proof, from 80 Gallons to the 
100 Over-Proof, down to Water; the Figures on the next Line, is the Strengths, 


as they appear by Clarke's Hydrometer, over and under Proof, with the firſt. 


Weights. 5 | 
The Thermometer being ſo well known needs no Deſcription. 
+ "SS 


DIxxcrioxs for uſing this Hydrometer, with Examples at every Weight. 
Nearly fill the Cylinder with the Spirits to be tried, then immerſe the Thermo- 
meter therein: Obſerve where the Mercury fixes, ſuppoſe at 63, then ſet the Star 
of the Slide Rule before deſcribed at 63 of the Thermometer Scale, then lay the 


Rule before you, and immerſe the Hydrometer into the Cylinder of Spirits to the 


Bottom thereof. If the Hydrometer floats therein, with Part of the upper Stem 
immerſed in the Liquor, without any Weight over the Stem, then look what Figure 
of the Stem is even with the Surface of the Liquor. Suppoſe it 16, then look at 16 
on the Slide of the Rule, and you will find 62, on the Spirit Line beneath ir, which 


ſhews thoſe Spirits are 62 Gallons to the 100 Over-Proof, and will admit of 62 Gal- | 


— 


lons of Water to every 100 Gallons thereof, to reduce them to Proof. 


; EXAMPLE THE SECOND. 


r re amen an 


the Heat thereof ſnould be 70, then ſet the Star of the Sliding Rule, as before de- 


the Spirits, with Part of the upper Stem immerſed therein. Look what Figure is 
even with the Surface of the Liquor, ſuppoſe it be 132, then you reckon 20 on the 
Weight and 13 on the Stem, make 332, look on the Slide of the Rule for 332, and 
you will find it even with 372 on the Spirit Line above it, then thoſe Spirits are 
37 Gallons and a Half to the 100 over Proof, and will admit of 37 Gallons and 


is between One to Two, and One to Three Over-Proof, as may be ſeen on the 


| outer Line of the Rule. I, DSL 

|  : EXAMPLE THE THIRD. 

ls . Suppoſe the Heat of the Spirits 51, ſet the Rule at 51, and the Hydrometer 

5 ſhould require the Weight B. numbered (40) to float it as afore, and 9 ſhould be 

| even with the Surface; then reckon 40 on the Weight and 9 on the Stem, makes 
© 49, lock for 49 on the Slide of the Rule, and on the Spirit Line even with it, 


+ you will find 21, and thoſe Spirits are 21 Gallons to the 100 Over-Proof. By 
Clarke's Hydrometer, this Strength is between One to Four, and One to Five, 


on 2 WEAMSLET 


IS 


"5 


Suppoſe when-you have.immerſed the Thermometer in the Spirits as before, and 


ſcribed, at 70; then immetſe the Hydrometer as before. Suppoſe it ſhould float 
up to the Ball, and require the Weight engraved A. numbered (20) to float it in 


an Half of Water to reduce it to Proof, By Clarke's Hydrometer this Strength 


Over-Proof. The Letter P. and P. R. on this Line of the Rule ſtands for Proof. 
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EXAMPLE THE FOURTH. 


poſe the Heat 45. ſet the Rule at 45, and the Hydrometer ſhould require 
Se Weight C. numbered (60), and 12 ſhould be even with the Surface of the Li- 
quor z then 60 on the Weight and 12 on the Stem make 72, and even with 72 
1 find 14+ beyond Proof, then thoſe Spirits are 144 Gallons in the Hundred under 
Proof, and a 100 Gallons of thoſe Spirits are only equal in Value to 854 Gallons 
of Proof Spirits; this Strength 7 ag $ 8 is between one in 6 and 


. 


"EXAMPLE THE FIFTH. 


e ie Heat 6 5, ſet the Rule at 65, and the Hydrometer ſhould require 
che een D, numbered (80), and 8 ſhould be even with the Surface; then 80 
on the Weight and 8 on the Stem makes 88, which N umber is on the Second Side 
of the Rule, and even with 88 is 68, and that Liquor is 68 Gallons in the 100 
under Proof, and 100 Gallons thereof i is only equal in Value to 32 Gallons of 
Proof Spirits; this Strength by Clarke's e is . 2 in 3 and 3 in 4 
of the Water Weights thereof. 


The Deficiency at the Admixture of Water with ine at the dif= 
ferent e by ſome called the Concentration, f is as follows: 


2 5 75. Gabon. to 1 100 over A 5 Gallons , 
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| appendix (* ) 


Deſcription and Uſe of the SACCHAROMETER and ASSAY -JAR.- — 
1. THE SACCHAROMETER, (Fig. 1.) ITS CONSTRUCTION AND PRINCIPLES. 
From Richardjou' $ vente 8 3 vo. Hl, 1798.) 


T HAT the Baſis of this Insten may not appear hypothetical, nor its A 
cation be deemed the Refult of Cloſet Speculation, to be truſted with Caution by 
the Man of Buſineſs, a Recital of the Mode of its Conſtruction may be ſatisfactory, to 
-convince the timorous that in its Adoption he treads on ſure Ground, and to confirm 
the adventurous in the Idea that the Advantages prognied by the Uſe of it, are 
f founded on the ſubſtantial Proofs of actual Practioe. 
| Having procured an Inſtrument to be made, according to particular lnſtructions, 
I adjuſted the Weight (a) at the Bottom, (/ee the Plate, Fig. 1.) ſo as to occaſion the 
Inſtrument to fink in the heavieſt Water J could procure, till the Whole was im- 
merſed except the upper Part of the Scale, which was intended to be graduated 
downward from that Part where the Surface of the Water reached (), and which 5 
was marked for that Purpoſe. I then put the Inſtrument into diſtilled Water, and — 
it ſunk to the Botton; but the Stem being a Tube, exactly fitted by the Part to 5 1 
which the bottom Weight was ferewed, and which was ſhut up, on the fiſt Immer- 
ſion of the Inſtrument, I drew this Part a lite Way out of the Tube (c), by which 
the Bulk of the Inſtrument was increaſed without adding to its Weight, and, by a 
little adjuſting, it then ſunk no lower in the diſtilled Water, than it had ſunk in the „ 
heavy Water firſt made uſe of. The fliding Part, of courſe, then became a Regulator. 
by the drawing out or ſnutting up of which, the Inſtrument might be made a Coun- 
terpoiſe to any Water fit for domeſtic Uſe. This being noted, I preſſed the Regu- 
ator into the Tube ſo far as that the Inſtrument ſunk to the Point ,. before i in- 
dicated, in the River Water I employed for Brewing, and thence becoming the 
Equipoiſe or Repreſentative of that Water, it was ready for my Experiments. 
It is here to be noted, that the Water, in which the Inſtrument was immerfed; Was 
always at Fifty Degrees of Heat, by Fahrenheit's Thermometer; and having adopted 
this Temperature, as more ſtationary and more practicable than any other, I am al- 
together to be underſtood as referring to, or unplymg it, 8 a Where the contrary 
is expreſsly mentiened. | 
My next Care Was to provide a Half Barrel, as exact in its Glas as 1 could | 
-procure, which having filled with River Water, I weighed it as accurately as the 
Weights | was neceſſitated to employ would admit of; and having deducted the 
Weight of the Cafk, I found that of the Water to be 1841 Pounds, or 369 Pounds 
per Barrel of 36 Gallons, Beer Meaſure. I then filled the ſame Caſk with my firſt 
Wort previouſly cooled, and found the net Weight to be 204 Pounds, or 408 
Pounds per Barrel, making an Addition of 39 Pounds to the Weight of the 
bh: fowl which Experiments being repeated in different Worts, from each of which : 
imens were ſaved, 1 proceeded to apply the Inſtrument. ' 
Having immerſed it in the firſt Wort, | fixed an additional Weight to the Top ( 4 4 
5 „ Scale, which. Weight being adjuſted till the Inftrument ſunk in the Wort to 
the extreme Point (4) of the intended Graduation, the additional W eight imme- 
diately became the Repreſentative of the 39 Pounds additional Denſity, acquired or 
extracted by the Water from the Malt, in the ſame Manner as the Inſtrument 
itſelf was, before, the Repreſentative of the G6mple Element, whilſt the Combination 
To of the Ms and its additional N b the Wort itſelf, confiſting 
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of Water and a Quantity of extracted fermentable Matter equal to 39 Pounds per 
Barrel. 1 | 
A Second Wort, weighed .in the ſame Manner, producing an Addition of 21 
Pounds per Barrel, I adjuſted likewiſe a Weight for it, which Weight was then the 
Repreſentative of that Addition. Having thus obtained the Two Weights 39 and 21, 
J weighed them ſeparately, and reducing the Amount of each into Grains, I found 
they had a correſpondent Relation to each other; and, of courſe, that a Weight equal 
to the Sum of them both, would be the exact Repreſentative of 60 Pounds per Bar- 
rel acquired Denſity, at the ſame Time that another of half that Sum would repre- 
ſent 30. A Confirmation of this was immediately obtained, by forming the Weight 
30, according to this Rule, and then mixing equal Parts of the Two Worts together, 
the Inſtrument, on being immerſed therein, with that Weight at the Top, ſunk down 
to the Point before indicated. In the fame Manner 29 Parts of this Wort, and one 
of Water, being mixed together, and a Weight being formed equal to 29 Parts of the 
30, contained in the Weight zo, the Weight fo formed was fixed upon the Inſtru- 
ment when immerſed in the ſaid Mixture, and it ſunk down as before, confirming 
thereby the Truth of both, and eſtabliſhing a double Security for the Accuracy of 
the Experiments to be made with an Inſtrument conſtructed upon theſe ſimple _ 
In — to indicate the intermediate Degrees, or Parts of a Pound, I immerſeti 
the Inſtrument in the Wort or Mixture of 30 Pounds per Barrel, when the Weight 
29 only was applied, in preſſing it down to the uſual Point (4), the Finger was taken 
away, and the Inſtrument immediately emerged or roſe up, till the Bulb was but 
Juſt covered with the Liquor, the Surface of which being then near the Bottom of the 
Scale (e), a Mark was made at that Point, and the Space between that and the 
upper Point (4) being divided into Ten equal Parts, thoſe Graduations were then fo 
-many One tenth Parts of a Pound, becauſe the whole Space was equal thereto ; for 
the Weight 30 being applied, the Inftrument again ſunk to the upper Point as before. 
The penetrating Eye of critical Philoſophy will here readily perceive that thig, 
though a broad and ſtrong Foundation, every Way adequate to the firm, rough 
Structure which the Hand of Buſineſs is to build upon it, is by far too rude a Baſis 
for the finiſhed Edifice, which philoſophical Inveſtigation might be inclined to erect 
>thereon. Like Stone, rough from the Quarry, my unwieldy Materials, though well 
enough adapted to the Brewhouſe, were to undergo.the Operation of the Chifel and the 
Square before they could be admitted as the Components of a Building, whole Bulk 
: and Pioportion were to claim the Attention of the Public. The Gauge of my Caſk 
could not be relied on as the accurate Admeaſurement of its Contents; nor, in the 
Situation where the firſt Foundation of my Syſtem was laid, was it in my Power to 
procure any Veſſel whoſe Capacity was ſo truly aſcertained, as to give, with greater 
Preciſion, the Contents of a Barrel, upon which, as a Meaſure univerſally applicable 
to the Buſineſs of the Brewery, it was thought proper to form my Calculations. 
As much, too, might be ſaid of my rude Halt Hundred, Quarter of a Hundred, and 
other Weights, for whoſe Correctneſs I had no better Authority than that of the 
Founder who caſt them. On theſe Experiments, however, my firſt Inſtrument 
was formed, and 1 am happy to find that it varied very little from that Accuracy 
with which thoſe now offered to the Public are made; the Principles of which are 
formed on the niceſt philoſophical .Calculations and Experiments, for which I am 
indebted to the obliging Offices of a Friend, whoſe Situation enabled him to procure 
ſuch Means of conducting them as I could not have obtained; and whoſe Judg- 
ment in applying them was, I am conſcious, ſuperior to any Capability. I cauld have 
called into Action on the Occaſion. „„ „ I 
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Theſe · need be nothing more than ſmall Tin Veſſels (/ze Plate, Fig 2.) of about 

Eight Inches long, and Two, or Two and a Half in Diameter, with a ſmall Ear 
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or Handle at the Top, ſomewhat like that of a common Tin Pot (a). There may 
be Six in Number, in order to 9 7 till the brewing is finiſned, Specimens of each 
Wort, before and after boiling, if Curioſity or any other Motive ſhould induce. 


Three of them, for the Three unboiled Worts, ſhould have Lids or Covers (8), 
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the Circle or Rim of which muſt fic within the Top of the Jar, and not flip over it on - 
. the Outſide. The uſe of this is to prevent the Loſs of any of thoſe aqueous Particles, 


which will neceſſarily evaporate at firſt; but being arreſted and condenſed by the 
Lid, immediately trickle down the Side, and by that Means are again conveyed 
into the Wort from which they aroſe; whereas, if the Lid ſlipped upon the Outſide 
of the Jar, a great Part of the condenſed Vapour would find its Way between the 
Inſide of the Rim of the Lid, and the Outſide of the Jar, and ſo be loſt. 
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DIRECTIONS for adjuſting and uſing the SaccnazouerRR © | | 


T O adjuſt the Inſtrument for Uſe, the firſt Thing neceſſary is to fill one of te 
Aſſay Jars with the Water uſed in your Brewery, and bring it exactly to 50 Degrees b 
of Heat, by Fahrenheit's Thermometer. When this is done, immerſe the Inſtrument | | 
in the Water, till the Surface is even with O on the Scale. If it be ſtationary there, 
the Inſtrument is properly adjuſted; if it riſe out of the Water, preſs the Regulator 

inwards “, till by repeated Trials the Inſtrument reſts in the Water at O, on the 
Scale, as above-mentioned ; but if it ſink Tower than O, the Regulator muſt be 
drawn outwards f till the required Adjuſtment takes place. If, however, the 
Inſtrument is to be adjuſted in the Summer Seaſon, when the coldeſt State in which ; = 
ou can procure your Water exceeds 50 Degrees, note the Heat, and. for every > 
hree Degrees which it exceeds 50, ſuffer the Inſtrument to fink nearly the Space | 
of 1 Graduation on the Scale, below O, or 3 Graduations for 10 Degrees of 
Heat. Thus, if the Water be 60, you may conſider. the Adjuſtment as ſufficiently 
accurate, if O on the Scale fink below the Surface to the Depth of 3 Gradua- ä 
tions, which may be judged of by the Eye, obſerving the Rules above-mentioned, = 
for raiſing or depreſſing it, ſhould it not be there ſtationary, x. 
In conducting the Operation of Adjuſtment, it may not be unneceſſary to make 
one Obſervation, which is alſo equally applicable to the general Ule of the Inſtru- 
ment: i. e. the mutual Attraction between the Scale and the Surface of the Water 
is ſuch as to make it hang a little, either above or below the true Point on the Scale, g 
The beſt Method of avoiding the Indeciſion attending this Circumftance is, to pref ;- 1 
the Inſtrument gently on the Top into the Water or Wort, till the Surface reaches 
O, the Top of the Graduation, and taking your Finger off, let it riſe of itſelf, making „ | 
your Notation when it has ceaſed to vibrate F. A little Practice, however, in the 4 
Uſe of the Inſtrument, will, better than any Direction, indicate the Manner of 
coming conſtantly at the true Point. 5 : 3 
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»In doing this, hold 'the Tube of the Regulator firm between the Finger and Thumb of one | h 1 
Hand, and with the other taking hold of the Weight, adjuſt it gently up or down, by a twiſting | 4 
| Motion, as though it were a Screw, carefully avoiding, as much as poſſible, to graſp or preſs on the 1 
Ball in doing this, becauſe the neceſſary Tightneſs with which the Tubes fit to each other is ſuch 
as would endznger the Ball by the Force exerted upon the Tube. A Compoſition of Bees-wax made 
to the Coofiltence of Tallow, by being melted with a little ſweet Oil, is rubbed upon the Regulator, 
to eaſe the Motion ; and ſhould the Regulator, by being drawn out entirely, or by Time, loſe the 
Effect of this, the ſmalleſt poſſible Addition of ſuch a Compoſition will be neceſſary. | 
If with the Aſſiſtance of this twiſting Motion, the Regulator thould refufe to flide, which from the 
ſtiffening of the Compoſition in cold Water may probably happen, let the Tube be warmed, and the 
Regulator will then move with all convenient Eaſe. ED | 
+ See the foregoing Note. | | 5 
t When this Indeciſion occurs, giving the Inſtrument a lateral Vibration, by gently touching, or 


even blowing upon that Part of the Scale which is above the Surface of the Fluid, will generally taille 2 
or depreſs it to the true Point. | | e 4 
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To thoſe Who may not have been accuſtomed to the Uſe of ſuch. an Inſtrument, 
it may not be unneceſſary to make a few Obſervations. 
. Examine firſt the Heat of your Worts in the Aſſay Jar, which, Sarde to the 
Limits of the Tables *, muſt be between 50 and loo Degrees, and the nearer ir 
approaches 50, the more accurate will your Obſervation be. 
© The Numbers on the Weights indicate their Value of ſo many Pounds per 
Barrel; the Diviſions of the Pound are noted by the Aſcent of the Inſtrument from 
O to 11b. upon the flat Sides of the Scale itſelf; fo that ſuppoſing 20 to be the 
Weight on the Top, and there be Five Diviſions of the Scale above the Surface of 
the Liquor, its ſpecific Gravity is 20.5, or :olbs. and a Half per Barrel. In exa- 
mining a Wort, always apply a lighter Weight at firſt, and keep increaſing until 
you have got the required Weight, leſt by loading it too much you drown the 
Inſtrument; which will render a good deal of Trouble neceſſary to take it our, 
and clear off the Drops of Wort adhering to the Weights and the Stop which ſupports 
them. h 
A conſtant Care is neceſſary to clean the Inſtrument perfectly after every Courſe 
of Examination, before you return it into the Caſe. This will be done with very 
little Trouble, by dipping it in clean Water, and wiping it with a Piece of fine 
Linen, or ſoft Leather. If this be not attended to, there will ſoon be ſuch a Quantity 
of ſaccharine Matter fo cloſely adhering to it, as will not only defeat 1 Its Action, but 
_ endanger the Ball in the Attempt to remove it. 
Both in the cleaning, uſing, and achuſting the Inſtrument, it will be neceſſary to 
recollect that the Balls are ol ſuch a Nature as will not bear the ill Uſage of violent 
Hands; where the Perſon, by a little Practice, becomes familiarized to their Uſe, 
there will not be any Danger; but it is conceived not improper to repeat this 
Caution; becauſe any Bruiſe which ſhall reduce the cubic Size of the Ball, will not 
only render a freſh Adjuſtment neceſſary, but by deſtroying the original Relation 
between the Inſtrument and its Weights, will render it of no Ute until it is 


_— 
Should any of the Weights be loſt, by Coding the 1 of the Font 


to J. and E. 8 Mathematical Inſtrument Makers, Fleet Street, LONDON, 
new ones may be made to replace them. | 
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Tables of Heat from 50 to 100 Degrees; of jo: rote from 50 to 200 Bacon; 
ee Increaſe of Gravity, Ec. Ac. are calcu'ated, given with the Inſtrument. 
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Appendix (S.) 


A Drawixe . a SPIRIT RECEIVER. to be provided by Diſtillers; RE to 
the Stat. 39 Geo. III. cap. 78. Sect. 7, which Enacts: © Thar all Spirits made by 


any licenſed Diſtiller ſhall be immediately run from the Still into a proper Caſk, 


Veſſel, or other Receiver, to be provided by, and at the Expence of ſuch Diſtiller, 
and duly entered and gauged for that Purpoſe ; which Caſk, Veſſel, or Receiver, ſhall 
be of a Capacity or Size ſufficient to contain and hold the Whole of the Spirits which, 


ſhall or may be made or diſtilled by ſuch Diſtiller in any or each Day, aud ſhall be 
placed and kept in the ſame Houſe or Place where the Still is worked, and as near 
to the Diſcharge Cock of ſuch Still as conveniently may be, and not under Ground, 
or hid or concealed from open View; that ſuch Caſk, Veſſel, or Receiver, and every 
Pipe, Tube, or Communication therewith connected, ſhall be kept locked down and 


ſecured to the Satisfaction of the proper Superviſor or Officer of Exciſe, and ſuch 


_ Caſk, Veſſel, or Receiver, ſhall not be opened but by ſuch Officer to take an Account 


of che Spirits therein, &c. 
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Appendix (T.) N 


A Dew of a FRAUDULENT STILL ET Ann belonging to William . 


Glen, Diſtiller at Mains, of Linlichgow, hich was diſcovered with ſeveral 
others working fraudulently (i. e. by increaſin ng in a concealed Manner, its effective 


Capacity to evade the Payment of og ver by Mr. Leven, General Su- 
Perviſor of Exciſe, 3d March 1797. 8 


B. 


N. B. This Ding was 18 to his 8 in Evidence t to the To and 


proved by Mr. Leven on a Trial in the Exchequer againſt the Diſtiller for 
the Penalty given by Stat. 28 Geo. III. cap. 46. 1. 16. for boiling, heating, 


or preparing Worts, Waſh, or Liquor in a certain Veſſel (viz. N* 4) other 


than his licenſed Still, and thereby ſhortening the Proceſs of Diſtillation : 
But the Defendant ſuffered e to 80 ag gainſt him by Default for thus 
TOE of 4. 200. 1 
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